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Administration of India 1940 

Reigning Sovereign—His Majesty George the VI 


India Office 

Secretary of State for India -Tlie 
IIoil. Mr. L. H. Aincry. {April 

Permanent Under secretary of State — 
Sir Fiml-Iiitor Stewart, o. c. r.., i;. c. i. E., 

C. S. I., E. E. 1). 

Parliameiitnry Under secretary of State — 
The Duke of Devonshire. 

Advisers to the Secretary of State— 
Sir H. Strakoseh, n. E, Sir A. A. L. 
I’arsons, k. i. E, Sir JI. Williamson, 
c. i. E., i\E i\. Sir .1. Chiy, k. r. i. e., 
c. s. E, o. E. y.., Ik lla;;liavemlra ilao, 
IjT. —Coe. Sir 11. Sulirawardy, o. n. e. 
Sir J. A. Woodhead, k. c, s. e, c. i. , 
Dewan Ikilnulnr S E. Ihinyanathan, Sir 
Courtenay I^titimer, k. c. j. Jv. c. m e 
High Commissioner of India—Malik 
Sir Feroz ]\han JS'oon, k, o. e j-:. 

Trade Commissioner for India- Sir 
David JMeek, Kt., <’. e e.. o. e. e. 

Government of India 

{Area — J,S()S,0'/!) milrs, irith a 

popiUalion of uo2,S':r, J7S of jicople — 
nearly onc-fijtf of h. uni an rac) 

Viceroy and Governor General 

His Exeellcney Tlie Most llon’ble 
The IMarqness of Linlitli.^ow, i*. c., Ki\, 

O. M. B. E, (E NE E E., O, li. E., 1). E., 

'V, P, {iSlJi, April Ifyi'l). 

Commander-iii-Chief In India—TTis ICx- 
eelleney (iencral Sir Jiobert Cassols, 
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Executive Council 

The Hon’blc Sir Girija Shankar Bajpai, 
M. E. E., C. E E., 1. C. B. {Education, 

Health and Landif). 

The I Ion’bio Sir Muhammad Zafrullah 
Khan, K. C. B. j., {Lair), 

The llon’blc Sir Ite^inald ^Maxwell, 

K. C. H. I., V. E E, I. E. B., {Home). 

The Hon’blc Sir Andrew Clow, c. s. 

I., C. I. E., 1. E. B. {(h)inniunications). 

The llon’ble Sir .leremy Ivaisman, 

E. 8. I., E. I. 1'], I. E. 8. {Finance), 

The Ron’blc Dowaii Bahadur Sir A. 
Ramasvvaini Mudaliar {Commerce and 
Labour), 

President, Legislative Assembly —The Hon. 
Sir Abdur Rahim, K. c. s. I. ' 

President, Council of State —The Hon. Sir 
Manekji Byramji Dadabhoy, K. c. B. i., 

K. C. I. E. 
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Numerical Strength of Parties 


(a) In Ci'intilai. Abbembey 


Congrt'SH Party 

47 

Muslim League Parly 

8C) 

Non-Party 

80 

Congress Nationidists 

H 

European Group 

10 

Uflieials 

8() 


140 


(b) In Councufj of Seate 
Independent Progressive Party t) 

C-ongress Party 8 

Muslim League 7 

Government of Bengal 

{Area 82,055 aq. miles ; population — 

51 f 87,SOS) 

Governor 

His Execlleney Sir John Arthur 
Herbert, e.e.i.e. {Nov, tOdo) 

Council of Ministers 

The Hon. Mr. Abnl Kasem JAzluI 
Hnq, Chief Minister {hJdueAitum) 

The Hon. Khwaja Sir Nazim addin, 
K.E.Eic., {Home, Constitution and Election) 
The Hon. Sir Bijoy i’rasad Singh Roy, 
Kt., {Revenue) 

Tlie Hon. Nawab Khwaja Habibullali 
Bahadur of Dacca. {Public Health, Medical 
and Local Self-Covernnieni) 

The Hon. Maharaja Sriscliandrii Nandy 
of Kassimbazar, {Communication and 

Works) 

The ITon. IMr. Hiiseyn Shaheed 
Suhrawardy, {Ei nance. Commerce and 

Labour) 

Tlie Hon. Nawab Musharruff Ilossain, 
Kliaii Babadur, {Judicial and Leijislatira 

Dept) 

The Hon. Mr. PniBanna Deb Raikut. 

{Forest and Excise) 
The Hon. Mr. Mukiinda Behary 
MiiUiek, {Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness) 

The Hon. INIr. Tamizuddiri Khan. 
{Aqriculiure, Industries, Veterinary and 
Rural Reconstruction) 

Speaker, Legislative Assembly :—The 
1 Hon. Khan Bahadur M. Azizul liaq, e.i.e. 

President, Legislative Council :— The 
' Hon. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mittra 
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Numerical StronjrUi ol Parties 

(ii) In Ais-^EMBiA' 


Govt Suppor/<‘?-r< : — 


Muslim Coalition cousistiny; 

of IVoja, 

Muslim League Rarties 

DO 

Btdicdiiled Caste (rrouj) 

IJ 

Euroj^eau Group 

tJo 

Aiiylo-l ndiati Groii]) 

4 

Hmdii Nationalist Group 

7 

Jo.") 

Opposihon : — 

Congress Rarty 

5.5 

Rroia, Kri.shak Rroja, A 

Members belonyiny to 

( r,s 

no I'artv, Bcbeduled caste 

yroui>, Nationalists j 


111 

(b) In Counci!> 

Gov/. SiDgnnders : — 

Unattaclu’d 

o 

Iviihliak Lroja Rarty 

[) 

Eeayue Rarty 

i 

Ihiroiiean Gronj) 

() 

No i)arly 

b) 

JS 

Opposition : — 

t on cress (iroup 

Id 

Rioyressive Rarty 

G 

No Rarty 

b 

2A 


Government of Bombay 

{Arcd — 71 /'21 S<i. miles ; popiLUilit )}!,— 
lSJ!L\l7r)) 

Governor 

IT. K. Bir LawroiB C Hotter Lnmlev, 
(r. (’, 1. ]■:, T. 1). {is(h. Sept. 

Advisers to H. P. the Governor 

Tlic iTSK IMinist ry having rc- 

si^iiod the (Governor fiHsumod Adminis- 
trative and 1 l‘o\Ycrs UHsisted 

by the follnwine advisers ;— 

Sir (iilliert Wiles, k, c. i. k., c. s. i., 

I. s. 

,1 A. Madan, e. s. i., c. i. k., i. c'. s. 

11. ICnie,ht, i. i:., i, c. s. 

Speaker, l.ef?iHlative Assemhlv Tlic 
Hon. Ctanesh Vashndeo I\Iavalankar 

President. Le^dslativo Council—d'Jic 
Hon. IM. M. I’akvasa 

Government of Madras 

{Area — 124,303 Sg. miles populaiion-— 
47,193 r>()2) 

Governor 

11 , E. the Hon’ble Bir Arthur Hope, 
G. C. 1, E., M. c. 


I Council ol advisers 

Tlio Conj^rcss Ministry liavin^ resigned 
tlie (iovernor assumed Administrative 
and Le.i;islalive Lowers assisted by the 
following advisers ; — 

(r. T. lloa^, ('. s. I., c. I. E., I. c. H. 

11. M. Hord. c. H I., r. i. E., J. c. s. 
T. (r. Eutherford, c. s. i., (;. i. E., i. s. 
Speaker, Lej^islative Assembly—The 

Hon. Bri I>. Bambamurti 

President, Legislative Council—d'he 
Hon. Dr. U. Lama Jiao 

Govt, of the United Provinces 

{Area—11 2,191 sq. miles ; jiopulation 
— 49,011,833) 

Governor 

His Execlleney Bir Maurice Oarnier 
Hallett, K.c.s.i., c.i.e., i.c.h. {f)ee. 7, 1939) 

Advisers to H. E. the Governor 
The Con^ri'ss IMinistry havine; resign¬ 
ed the Hoverv'or assiimed Administrati\o 
and 1 je.idslative I'oweis assisted by the 
t'i)llovvini; adviscis ;— 

L. W. IMarsh. b.a. {(\ru7i), c.s.i., c.i.e., 
l.c.s., Revenue, Rural l)evelo\)ment, Ae,ri- 
(udt.ure, Idirests, thjmmunications and 
In legation, {A}>poin!ed 4 Noe 193 f) 

Dr. i’aiina Rail, m.a., b.sc., ja,.r.. 
{(Uintah). 1), Ritt, {Agra), Rar-at- Law, 
C.I.E., i.r.8.. Education, Industries, Local 
Bell-Goveinment and Jhiblic Health. 

{Appoinled Navember 3, 1939) 
T. Bloan. m.a. (t/b/.s), c.s.i., (’.i.k, j.c.s., 
Home Attairs, Einance, .lustiec and Jails. 
{Ap})nn.led November 4, 19 19) 

Speaker, Lejji.slativo Asaenibly :—The 
Hon. Bhri Rurushottamdas J'andon, m.a. 

Jd'Ciu'dciii, Legislative Council : —The 
Hon. Dr. Rai Jiahadur Bir Bita Ham, 

M.A., EE.i',., E.Eitt. 

Government of Behar 

{A7-ea~09,‘}i8 sg. miles ; population — 
32,-b58,()f)0) 

Governor 

TT E. Bir 'Hiomas Alexander Stewart 
K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., l.c.s. ’ 

Advisers to IL E. the Governor 

The (\m^resH IMinistry Iiavin^' resii;!!- 
ed tlie (Iovernor assumed Administrative 
ami Lep.i«Iativc Lowers assisted hy the 
following advisers :— 

E\ 11. J. R. Cousins, c.i.e., i.c.s. and 
11. E. lliissell. C.I.E., l.c.s. 

SpcAiker, Legislative Assembly ;—The 
Hon. Mr. Ilamdayalu Binha, b.a., ee.b. 

]*residcnt, Legislative Council :—The 
Hou. Mr. llaiivranjaq ITasad Binha, m.a. 
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Government of Assam 

yjraa — G7,H3l sq. miles ; population — 
Hp,2,25l) 

Governor 

IT. F. Sir Robert JS'iel M.A. 

(O.ror?), K.C.S.I., K.C.l.R. {March 4, 

Council of Ministers 

The Don. IMaiilavi Saiyid Sir 
Miihaiiiraad Saadiilla, m.a., u.r. 

The Don. Siijiit Rohini Kumar 

Chaudhuii, u.r. 

The IIoii. Maulavi jMuuawwar Ali, 

B.A , 

Tlie Hon. Siijut Ilireiidra Cliandra 
Chakrabarti, B.A. 

'ihe Hon. Khaii Sahib Maulavi 

Miidabbir Hussain (diaudluiii, i'..L. 

TJic Hon. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia, 

The Hon. Maulavi Aljdul Matin 
Chaudlmri, B.L. 

9’lm Hon. Khan Rahadur Maulavi 
Sayidur Rahman, m.a., 

The Hon. Miss Mavis Dunn, b.a , b.t., 

B.].. 

'Hie Hon, Sj. Ru])nalli l>rahnia. n b. 
Speaker, Legislative Assembly The Hon. 
Mr. Rasanta Kumar Das, u.i,. 

President, Legislative Council ; —'Ihe Hon. 
Sj. Heiamba i’rasad Raiua, m.a., u.b. 

Govt, of the Punjab 

(yln’G— IfUl, SSO sq. iinlcs ; population — 
4'H), S57) 

Governor 

IT. E. Sir Henry Dufbeld Craik, Bail, 
K.O.H.I., l.C.S. {Sth. Aprd nejs) 

Council of Ministers 

The lion. Khan Bahadur Major Sirdar 
Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, k.b.r. {Premier) 
'The Hon. Sardar Bahadur Dr, Sardar i 
Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, Kt., c.i.K., 

D.o.B., {Revenue) 

The lion. Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Sir 
Chholii Ram, b.a., l ]j b. {Dcvelo])mrnt) 

'Hic Hon. Mr. Manoliar Lai, m.a. 

{Rt nance) 

The Hon. Mr. Na^Yabzada Major 

Khizar Hayat Khan 'J'ivvana. 

{Public Works) 
The Hon. Mian Abdul llaye. 

{Rducaiion) 

Parliamentary Secretaries 
Khan Baliadur Mian Ahmad Yar Khan 
Daulatana, c.n.K. {Political and Chief 
Ojlficial Whip. 

Mir Maiibool Mahmood~T7enmH 
Sardar Bahadur Saidar Hjjal Singh, 
M.A. —Home 


Mrs. Jahanara Shah Nawaz, m.b.k.— 
Education, Medical Relief and Public 
Health. 

Raja Ohnznafar Ali Khan — 
and Irrigation 

Chaudhii Tika Ram, B.A , LL.B., M.B.E., 
—Perelnjinient 

Thakur Riimdaman Singh, B.A.— 
Finance 

Shaikh Faiz IMubammad, b.a., i.b.b., 
M.B.K. — Local SelJ-Covrrnnienl and f'uhlic 
I Cor I, .s- 

S-funker, Legislative Assembly :—dhe 
Hon. Sir Sahabuddin Cboudbniy, K.B..Kt. 

Numerical Strength of Paitics 


Ministerial Barty 111 

C\)ngiTss Tally bl) 

Indepemh'iils LM 

Ahrar Tarty 2 

Vacant 11 


174 

Govt, of Central Provinces 

(Ana — 1U,~>hi) Sq. miles population — 
l5,mju,(AS) 

Governor 

H. E. Sir ITancis Verner Wylie, 
K. s. 1., C'. 1. K., 1. r. s. (l\S-.o-B);;8) 

Advisers to the Governor 

The (^)ngl■es.s IMinisIry liaving resigned 
the (loveinor assumed Adminish alive 
and Legislali\c Toweis assisted by the 
tollouing advisers ; - 

Sir Hcott’rey Townall Bnrion, k.<m.r. 
i.e.s. 

H. 0. Greenfield, (m.e., i.c.s. 

Speaker, Legislative Assembly ;—The 
Hon. Mr. idianashyam Singh Gupta 

Government of Orisea 

{Area'~32,0()0 Srj. miles ; pojudalion — 

S ,000,000) 

Governor 

II. E. Sir .Tolin Austen Hniiback, 
K.B.s.i., j.r. (Appointed Ai^ril I, THO) 
Advisers to Governor 

The (longress Ministry having resigned 
the Governor assumed Administrative 
and Legislative Towers assisted by the 
following advisers :— 

Eric, G. Ansorage. c:.i.e., i.c.s. 

Speaker, Legislative Assembly :—'The 
Hon. Mr. Mukunda ITasad Das 

Government of Sind 

{Arca—4G,k7S Sq. miles', population - 
0,8.ApO()) 
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Governor 

II. E. Sir Laijfclol, Gmliani, k.c.s.j., 
K.C.I.K., (1st A])ril 10.1(5) 

Council of Ministers 

The Hon. Mir Dniideh Ali Khan Mir 
Muhaniniad Jlassan Kliim 'Jaipur, 

( Vromier) 

Ohe Hon. Mr. Niliehaklas Chutiimal 
Vazirani. {Revenue) 

Tlie Jl('n. Khan Lahadiir ]\liihamniad 
A\iib Shah Miihaniinad Klian Khiihro. 

{PuhliC 

Tlio, Hon. Mr. Ahdiil IMajid Lilarani 
Shaikh. {Finance^ Medtcal uiul RiiOltc 
Heallh. and ICxetse). 

The Hon. Rao Sahib Gokuldas 
Mcvvaldas. {Loeal Felf-dovernmenl, Agri- 
culinre and Velennanj). 

'I'he lion. Mr. (ihulani ]\Iiiriaza Shah 
Muliainniad Shah Sayed, {JCdiirnfion, 
Labour, Indurfrtes, Forests and Rural 
Jieeonslructuin) 

Speaker, Lejji&lative Assembly The 
Hon. Mr. Syed Milan Mahomed Sliah 
Niimeiical Strength of Parties 

In Assi':ivinLY 


Oort. Fvjiporlers : — 

independents -0 

Hindu lndei)endent Party 1(> 

Ihiroiiean (iron]) 51 

lndei»cndcnt llalueh Party b 

38 

Opposition :— 

Coiipin'SH 10 

Muslim League 8 

Independents 1 
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No Party ‘d 

N. W. Frontier Government 

{Area—HGOidt miles ; populaiton — 

4 0G4F04) 

Governor 

11. E. Sir Georpe Cunninpham, 
K.O.S.I., K.O.I.K., o.u.K. (-nd I\lareh 1037) 
Council of Advisers 

The ConprcBS IMinistry havinp resipned 
the Governor asHuined Administrative and 
Lepislative Powers assisted by the 
followinp Advisers 

The Hon’blc Lt.-Col. Sir Arthur 
Parsons, k.! .!.]*;., o.n.iv, d.h.o. ^ 

Speaker, Legislative Assembly The 
Hon. Malik Khudu Bakhsh Khan, U.A., 
LL.JP 

Government of Burma 

{Area- 'do 1,000 sq. mi Us \poj)ulalion~- 
14,007,1 to) 


Governor 

II. E. tlic lion. Sir Archibald Douglas 
Cochrane, u.c.m.g., k.c.b.i., d.s.o. 

Council of Ministers 

The lion. U Pu, Bar-at-Law, Premier 
{Home Affairs) 

The Hon. Sir Paw Tun, a,t.m., Bar-at 
Law. {Lands and Jieienue) 

The Hon. U Htoon Aung Gyaw, Bar- 
at-Law. {Finanee) 

TIic lion. U Saw. {Agriculture and 
Forests) 

The Hon. Saw Po Chit, Bar-at-Law. 
{E ducat/on) 

The Hon. U. Thurawaddy Maung 
Manng, r..se. [llliuois V.R.A.) {Health 
and Fabl/c H’orhs) 

'J’he Jlon. (laptain Manng Aye. Bar- 
at-Law. (Judicial Aj)airs') 

The Hon. U Ba Than. {Cviumeree 
and Indust/ //) 

President of the Senate :—The Hon. 
U Maung Gycc, Bar-at-Paw 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 
— The tlon. U. Chit JHaing. Bai-at-Luw. 

Federal Court of India 

Chief Justice 

Hon. Sir IManiicc Linford Gwycr 
K.C.n., K.C.h.I,, 

Judges 

Hon. Sir Shall Maliomed Sidaiman, Kt. 
M.A., 

Hon. Sir SiinivaRa Varadachary. 

Bengal Judicial Department 

High Coal—Caleuita 

Chief Justice 

DdhysLiie, 3he Hon. Sir Haiold, Kt., 

K.c., M.C. 

Puisne Judges 

Costello, 'J hc Hon. Mr. Justice Leonard 
’W'illied .lames, Kt., m.a., Bar-at-Law'. 

liOiL-Williams, 'ihc Hon. iMr. JuBticc 
John, Kt. K.c. 

Gliose, The Hon. Mr. Justice Sarat 
Kumar, M.A., J.c.H. 

J’aiickiidge, 'Jlie Hon. Mr. Justice 
Hugh Kuhcrc, Bar-at-laiw. 

Ameer Ali, 'Jhe Hon. Mr. Justice 
Toiick, Bar-at-Law. 

Bartley, The Hon. Mr. Justice Charles, 
Bar-ai-Law. 

Me Nair, The Hon. Mr. Justice 
George Douglas, Bar-at-i.aw. 

Ali, 'J'he Jlon. Mr. Juslice Syed Nasim, 

Henderson, The Hon. Mr. Justice 
Allen Geiald, 
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Mitter, The lion. Mr. Jiisliee Rooi'cn- 
dro Cooniar, 

Khundkar, The lion. Mr. Justice N. 
A., Bar-at-Law. 

Kao, The lion. IMr. Justice Bencgal 
Narsinj^a, Kt, c.j.e., i.c.s. 

Kd^ley, The Hon. Mr. .Tnstico Norman 
Gcoi'f^e Armstrong’, i.r.s., Bar-a(-Ija\v. 

Mookerjee, ''J'hc lion. Llr. Justice 
Bijan Kumar, m.a., d.l. 

Biswas, The Hon. Mr. Justice Charu 
Chandra, t>i.a., 

Lod^c, diie Hon. Mr. Jiislicc Ronald 
Francis, u.A., i.c.s. 

Sen, 'I'hc lion. Mr. Justice Amarendra 
Nath, Bar-at-I.aw. 

Roxburgh, The Hon. Mr. Justice T. J. 
Y., ( .I.E., !.( .«. 

Officiating Judge 

Akram, The Hon. Mr. Justice a.k.m. 

A d vocato-G eneral 

Sir Asok Kumar Roy, Kt. Barris(cr-at- 
Law. 


Puisne Judges 

Bill’ll, The Hon. J\Ir. Justice S., Kt., 

I. c. s. 

Mockett, The Hon. IMr. .lustiee V. 
Randurang Row, The Hon. Mr. Justice 
V., J. c. s. 

King, Jbe Hon. Mr. Justice A. J., 

I. G. s. 

Wodsworth, The J ou. ]Mr. Justice S., 

I. c. s. 

Venkataramnna Rao Nayiidu, The 
Ilon’blc Mr. Justice ]*., Rao Baliadur. 

I.akshnnniJi Rao, The Hon. Mr. 
Justice K. R., Diwan Baliadur 

(Jontie. The Hoii. Mr. Justice I', AV. 
Bar-al.-Daw. 

Rahman, "ilic Hon. ]Mr. Jusiii’c Dr. 
Ahdur, Kt., Khan Baliadur. 

Kiishnaswami Ayyaiigar, 'Hie IIou. 
Air. Justice K. S. 

Somnyya, 1'hc Hon. Mr. Justice B. 
I’atangaii Sastri, Tiie Hon. Mr. 
Justice Al. 

Horwili, the Hon. Air. Justice L. V. 

1. G. s. 


Bombay Judicial Department 

High Cou 71 — Boi/i ha ij 

Chief Justice 

Beaumont. The Hoii. Sir J, W. F., 
K.G., M.A. {(iaiitab) 

Puisne Judges 

Blackwell, 'Hie Hon. Air. Justice 
Cecil I’atrick, Kt , m.ue., Bar-al-Law. 

Broomtield, 'Hie Hon. Mr. Justice R. 
S., U.A.. j.c.s. Banist(‘i'at-Law. 

Wadia, The Hon. Air. Justice Bomanji 
Jamshedji, B;irrister-at-laiw. 

Kania, The Hon, Air. Justice Ilarilal 
Jekisondas, j.e.u. 

Wadia, 1'hc Hon. Air. Justice Navroji 
Johangir, i.i’.s. Barrister-at-J^aw. 

Idvatia, The Hon. Air. Justice 

Haisidhbhai Vajuhhai, M.A., LI.. 15 ., 

Alacklin, The Hon. Air. Justice 

A. S. R., i.G.s. 

Wasudev, The Hon. Air. Jusliee K. B., 
EE.n., 

Somjec, The Hon. Air. Justice, m.a., 
Bar-at Law. 

vSen, Jhe Hon. Air. Justice K. C., 
{Additional Judge) 

Advocate-General 

Sctalvad, AI. C., n A., ee.ji.. Advocate 

Madras Judicial Department. 

High Court—Madras 

Chief-Justice 

Leach, The Hon’hie Sir Lionel., 
Kt, Bai-at-La\v. 


Behar & Orissa Judicial Dept. 

Jligh Court—Patrui 

Chief Justice 

Harries, llic HoiThle Sir Arthur 
Trevor, Kt. 

Puisne Judges 

Justice Alfred 
VVilliam JKvart. Ihir-at-Law. 

Fazl-ali, The Hun. Air. Justice Saivid, 
Bar-at-Law. 

DJiavJe. 'Hie Hon. Air. Jiislice Sankara 
Balaji, i.G,s. 

**<*'’• JuBthc 

C'lillord Aloiimolinn, Bar-at-Law. 

\aim;i, 1 lie Hem. Air. Justice Suklidev 
Rrasiiad, Bar-at-Law. 

Rowland, The Jton. Air. Justice 

Francis (Jeorge, i.c.s. 

Lall, The Hou. Air. Justice Alonohar 
M.A. (Cantab.), Bar-at-Law. 

Chattarji, The Hon. Air. Justice 

Subodh CJiandra, 

Meredith, TJie Hou. Mr. Justice 

Herbert Rihton, i.r.s. (Acting Additioiud)^ 
Advocate-General 

Mr. Baldcv Sahay, m.a., Ei,.r. 


Burma Judicial Department 

High Court — lia/zgoju. 

Chief Justice 

Roberts, 1 he Hon’hle Sir Krnest 
llandforth Goodman, Barrislcr-at-Law. 
Puisne Judges 

The Hon. Justice Sir Alya Bu, Bar-at- 
Law. 
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The lion. Mr. JiiBlice A. (J. INIosely, 

I.C’.S, 

„ ,, ,, I^ I’a. Bfir-al-l.uw. 

„ „ ,, ,, H. Dimkley, 

Bar ut-Ijjiw, 

,, „ ,, II. 11. Miukney, 

l.C.B. 

,, ,, „ ,, B. T’aaire hharpe. 

Bar-al.-Law. 

,7 ,, ,» ,, Joseph Shaw, 

Bar-al-Law. 

,, o M M J> B>. lilaeilen, 

Bai-at-Law. 

A d V ocuto - G e n era 1 

]\laimp, D 'I'lieiii. M.A., Bar-al.-J>aw 

C. P. & Berar Judicial Dept. 

7 j ■< (fh Court — A^atjpiir 

Chief .laslico 

Slone, J'lic llon’ljle Sir (iill)eil, Ikir- 
ai-Lavv. 

Puisne Jiidj^ea 

(oille. The JJon, ]\Ir. .Inslice Fjcdeiick 
Louis, Kl., M.A., Bai-al-Lc.w, 

Niyopi, The Jlon. ]\Ir. .Instiee M. 
Bhawaiii >^!iankar, M.A., (M.i:. 

I’oliock. 'The Jion, jMr. .Iiislice 
Bonahl hhclyn, r,.A., I'ai-.nl-Law, i.e.s. 

(liner, 'J'he lion. Mr. Jnsliee Jlarohl 
Cleoi'pe. M.A., Bai-at-Law, i <'.s. 

Bose, JJie ll('n, ]\Ir. Justice Vivian, 
li.A., la..!!., I’ar-al-Law. 

rinaiiik, Jin' lion. ]\Ir. Justice 
Wasialeo Kainachaiulra, n.'., i.n.i;. 

A d V ocaIe -ge neral 
Dntt, MTdter, Ihiriisler-al-Law. 


Bam Lal, J'he lion. Mr. Justice 
Diwan, r.,A., Bar-al-Law. 

Sale, 'The lion. Mr. Justice S. L., 

15.A., j.c.s. 

United Provinces Judicial Dept. 

High Court—A llahahad. 

Chief JiiKlice 

Thom, the llon’hle Sir Jolin (Jihb, 

Kt., .M.A., ].I> J5., D.H.O., Ale. 

Puisne Judges 

Bennet, 'J'he JTm. Mr. .Tnslicc Sir 
Edwaid, Kt., 15.A., j r.7>,, Bai-at-Law, .i.r,, 
i.c.s. 

]<ll)al Alimad, 'JJie lion. ]\Ir. Justice, 

15.A., IA..15. 

Ilariies, 'The lion, ]\Ir. .Justice Arthur 
J'revor, liar-al T.jiw 

Sineh, 'I'he lion. ]\Ir. Justice Bachh])al, 
Bai Ihdiadiir, Bar-at-Law. 

(V)llislcr, 'Uie JJon. Mr. .Tustiec 
Ihuold James, .i.ia, i.e.s. 

AlIs(^I», 'J h(‘ lion. ]Mj'. Juslicc James 
.Tosc]th Av'hilllesea, .i.r., j.e.ri. 

Bajiun, '1 lie lion. IMr. Juslicc Uma 
Slumkjir, ai.a., ll.h. 

Ji’ai Ihduidnr, 'Uic Jlon. JMr. Justice 
(Janpa Nalli u.a., ij,. jt. 

JChan Bahadur, 'J'lu' Jlon. ]\Ir. .Justice 
jMuhamniad Jsinail, T>:ij--at-I^aw. 

Veima, 'The lioii. I\lr. Justice Kannda- 
Ivanlha, r,.A., 

Ihannd. 'The lion. l\Ir. Justice Henry 
Benedict J jintli\\ ait(', T>ai-at-Lawa 

Chief Court of Oudh—Lucknow 

Chief Justice 


Punjab Judicial Department 

J/igIt Court ~Laftorc 

Chief Justice 

Yoni!}.!, 'J'he Ilon’blc Sir J, Doiiylas, 
15.A., lhiriistci-at-J.iawa 

Judges 

'rekchainl, 'The Jlon. Mr. Justice 
Baksld, Ai. a., i .l. u. 

l)alij> Siuyli, '1 he Hon. IMr. Justice 
Kim war, u.a,, I’ar-al.-Taw 

Monroe, 'JJio Hon. Mr. Justice .1. 11., 
15 A., J.n.li., K. ('., Bar-at-Law. 

Skemp, 'I'he Jlon. IMr. .luslice T‘\ 

A1.A., I.O.S. 

Hhide, 'The Hon. Mr. Justice M. V., 

J5.A.. l.l'.S. 

'IJie Hon. IMr. Justice Abdul Lashid, 
ai.a., Bar-at-Law 

Din Muhammad,'I he Hon. Mr. Jiislii’e 
Khan Bahadur, ai.a., li,. r.. 

Blacki'r, The Hun. IMr. Justice 11. A. 
C., B.A., J.C.M. 


'Tliomas, Tlie Hon hie IMr. Justice 
(leorp,e Hector, Bar-at-Law. 

Judges 

Khan Bahadur, 'I'he Hon. Mr. Justice 
Zia-iil-Hasan, j;.a. 

Hamilton, 'J'he Hon. Mr. .lusLce 
Archiliald de Burch, i;.a., .i.i'.. i.c.s, 

Yorke, 'Hie Hon. Mr. Justice Bohert 
JAiiipdon, 15 .a., .1 I’., i.('.s. 

Sii\as(a\a, 'I'he Hon. IMr. Justice 
Bmlhii J'^rishuu, 15 se,., i;.L.r.. {Addl. .fudge) 

Chief Court of Sind 


Chief JiisGco 

'Hie HoiTIdo Mr. (Judrey Devis, i.c.s. 
Judges 

'J'he Hoii’ble Mr. Charles M. l.<ol)0, 

15.A., i.L.r,. 

M „ ,, Mr. I'lrie B'eslon, u.A., 

„ „ ,1 Mr. Halim 15. 'J'yabji, 

Bar-ut-].«aw. 
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Indian States, (with Salutes) 

{Area ~ 7 j2/)i)S Sq. popuUUion 

Ai<saiii State 

Manipur -II. II. ]\I:v!iaia'j:v Sir (Miiiriv 
(Oiaiul Sin!i,h, k,<: .Maluiraia 

iA’ - 

Dain of ])irlh : -llth April, ISS'). 

Dale of sia'- rssion ;—IStli Sei>l(MnOf'r ISOI. 
Aica ol S'ato. in Sq. miles : 

(Api'Toslmatt'lY) 
ropulalioii ot State l,ri,n i0 
Uove'iiie for the lasi, Slate linaneial 
year ; Nearly Ks, OA.^OJO 
Salute in pirns ; 11 

Jui/uc'hsfcni Stiite 

Kalat—Ills lliphnoss Ih'plar Hepi Alir 
Sir Malunud Khan, goi.i:., Wall 
of— 

Dale of Birth ; -ISHI 
Dale of Sue.-ession ;—IS'.O 
vXn'a of Stale in Square inil<\s : -70,tN8 
1\qmhition of Slate :-hJS, P,sl 
lleveuue for the last State finaiieLil 
year ;~lis. 17,78'O'J neaily. 

Salute in thins : 10. 

BaroAa St at-' 

Barotla -II. If. Farzand-i-Klias-i-Daulat- 
i-lnplishia Alahaiaja ]'rala])sinph 
thiekwar, Sena Khas Khcl, Shanmlicr 
B.ahadur, Maharaja of 
])ate of hii th — 

Ifate of sueeession —7ih Fe’oruary lOdO 
Area ol State in sip nnit s 8101 
I’opulation of State— 

llevenue lor the last State iinanci.il }ear 
—■JOi'ol lacs 
Sal ate in puns 21 

Bcnqal States 

CooMi Bohar—H. 11. JMahaiaja 

.lapaddipcndra Narayan Bhiii) Bahcalnr, 
Alaharaja of - 

Date of Bn th — Ihth Doceinher lOF) 

Dale of Biicccssion—OOtli jtcccinher I0J2 
Area of State in Sip iniles—Itliy'tS) 

(.Approximately) 

roi)uhilion of State -o,00,<Sf)0 
Bevenne for the last State financial 
year—Nearly Bb. 08,08 270 
irrepular Trooi'S —112 
Salute ill puns—Id 

Tripura —His Iliphnoss iMaharaja IManikya 
Bir Bikrani Kishore Deh Barman 
Bahadur, k.(; s i., I\Ialiaraja of — 

Date of birth;—10th Anpust 10t)8 
Date of sncccBRitin; -13 Anpnst 1023 
Aiea of Stale in square miics:—3,110 
I’oimlation of State ;-‘382.450 
llevcnue for the last State finaneial 
year :—Kb. 33,12,101 (inclueliiip, the 


revenue of the Zamiudaiios in British 
India) 

Indi.-in Static Forces Tripura Infantry 
Salute in puns :—13, 

Jhhar 4'- th'is^a States 
Kalaliamli 11. IF Ttlaharaja J’rij rdolian 
1 >(’o, o.r. r;. Kaja of— 

D.ite of Birth : t 1th May 1800) 

Dale of Succession :—‘ )th ()cP)her 1807 
Area of Slate in square miles :—3,715 
Bopulation of State ; 115^•;^7 

Ih'venue for the last Slate financial 

>car ; -Ms. 0,1100') (nearly) 

Salute ill puns ;—0 

iMayjirhhanj—IMah iraja Sir I’ratap Oh. 

Blicnj 1 P'o K., Mahainja o!—• 

Dale of birth ; dSdi I'hhi uarv 1001 
j )ate of B.icccssion ;—2 h’d /\piil 1028 
.Area of Slate in Sq miles 1.2 1!) 
1‘opnlation of Slate;— S SO OO J 
li.cvcnue for the hi'-’t Slate linaneial 

yc:ii ; Nearly Bs, Oil lacs 
Salule in u mis ; 0 

Palrui—IF IF iMahai'ajn llajendra isarayan 
SiiJL'li Pro, IMMiaiaja ol 
Date ol birth ;—OJsi, .'Mareh 1012. 

Dat.c of siiecession ;-JOlh .lanuui'y ’21 
Aica of State in square miles : P,5IB7 
Bojuilalion of State ; — 500 01.') 

B.C'. enne for tJie last State financial 

year ; Bs. Jl,0'),i;30 
Salute in puns ; —0 

Soapur—IF JF ]\Iaharaia Sir Bir 

iMilioihiya Siiipli D'co, Jt.c.i.E,, 
IMaharaja of - 

Date of hnth ; -2Slh .Tune 187! 

Date of sneeession :-8lli Ai!"iist, ’Oj 
Area of Flute in sqnaie mihs : OoO 
Bopiilalion ot State 220 751 
KeMMiue for ihe h'mt Slat(“ linaneial year ; 

— Bs ;],7'0'’') neaily 
Salute in puns ; 0 

U:D)ihai, Pi'i sq. St(/t( s 
Balasiror -IF IF Bahi Shri Jamiat 
Klianji Mnnavi.ir Khanji Nawah 
Sahel. Bahailnr, Nawah of — 

Dale of birth ; JOth Nhivemhcr ISOI 
Dale of succession ;~3]st i>eeemh('r 15 
Aica of Slate in square miles ; -180 
Population of Stale 52,525 
ihwenue for the last State financial 
year : Bs. 3,5<!,()();_) ni'ai ly 
Indi.an Slate Fknees ; A’.ivalry 00, 
Infantry -177, (uins-10 
Salute in puns : -0 

Baiisda -IF IF IMaharawal Shri Indra- 
sinhji Bj’ata])sinhji, Baja of— 

Date of birth ;—10th F'l'hruary 1888 
Date of succession Ldst Sei>tcmbcr 
BI 

Area of State in Riinavo miles : 21 j 
ropulalioii of Slate :—40,125 
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llcvonuo for tlic l:is( Htatc financial 
yt'nr K'b. 7.1>S,(XJ0 nearly. 

Salulc in ;,’nns 8 

Baria — II. IT. Lt. Cbl. ISIaliarawnl Shri Sir 
1 JanjiJ.sinhji J\Iansinliji, k.(Xs.l, Raja 
of- 

Dale of liiiih ; —lOlli .Inly IRSfi 
Dale of BMccertKion L'Olli IXhrnary ’08 
Aiea of SLal.(' in Rqiiaro niih's :—813 
Vopulation of Slate l.V.) {30 
IvCveiUH' f()r llu' le.Rt SlaU; finaiu-ial 
year Or. 1'),‘0,<IID neaily 

Indian Slate ForeoH Daria Snfiakli 
Favalry—L’n ; Faria Hanjit infantry— 
Td-'i 

Saliilc in e;ans :-*9, 


Population of State :—1.13,031 
Uevenne lor the last Slate financial year 
nearly Its. 8,50,000 
Salute in e,nns 0 

Idar:—Tlis Ili^hneHR Maharaja Dliiraja 
Sliri Jlirnniat Sinj^hji Sahib Bahadur 
Maharaja of-- 

Date of birth :'“2nd Se})tenibcr, 1801) 

Date of ttiieces.sion l lth A])ril, J031 
Ai('a of State in Sq. inib'B ; -l.liOO 
Population of {-Sate 2,1)3,GbO 
(dross Ih'.venue lor the last Stale Finan¬ 
cial Year : 22,35,^31 

Indian Slate Foj’ces : —Idar Sir Pratap 
I Infantry 
I Salute in rquiH : —15 


Bhor—IT. IT. IMnlterban Shriniant 

PaLhiinaUvrao Shankarrao, Pant j 
Saehiv of— i 

Date of i)ii'lh ;—O'UTi Septeini^er IST8 
l)aW; of sa.'-cession :—I'Tlh .Inly ’33 
Area of SOite in square miles : —035 
PonrlaOo'.i of Slc.te :—130,130 
Ue\enue lor tin' last State finaiudal 
y('ar Ps. IpHtOiH) neaily. 

Salnle in e nns 0 

Cambay-Jl. IF Kawab IMiiy.a Ilnssain 
A'awar 17ban Salub Bahadur, Nawab 
(d 

Dale of birth : -IC.th i\Iay 1011 
Date of siu’cession 31st, danuary 1015 
Aiea ol Stale in S<]. mih'S :—303 
Population of State ; —fYA'A 
lve\enue for the last Slate finaneial 
year :— N early Bs. 1' >,1 *0.1 H H) 

Indian State lYrces 110 Infantry; IGG 
Police lOiices ; 13 Body pnards 
Salute in puns : -11 

Clihota Udcqmr (5Iohnn)—IF IF 

IMaliarawal Shri Nat warsiiihji Fateh- 
sinhji, Kaja of — 

Date of birth ; -IGlh November lOOG 
Date of sneeession : 30th Auynst 1033 
Area of State in square miles : hOL)’31 
Ptipiilation of State 111G10 
Bevenne for the last State finaneial 

year Its. ll,OG487 
Salute in puns 0 

Danta~lF IF Maharana Sliri Bhavani- 

sinhji Flamirsinliji. IiFaharana of— 

Date of birth : 13t]i S^'ptem'ier ISOO 

Date of siiec('Ssion : 3(ith November 1035 
Area of State in s(iniire miles :—317 
I’opiilalion of State 10,511 
Bevenne for the last State finaneial 

yejir ;—Bs. 1,75.00U nearly 
Salute ill puns : -0 

Dliarampur—Maharana Shri Vijayadcvji 
Mohandevji, Baja of — 

Dale of birtli ; —3rd December 1884 
Date of Bueecssioii •—OGlh JMareh, ’31 
Area of State in Sq. miles 701 


•lanjira—If. IF Nawab Sidi Miiliammad 
ivhan Sidi .Ahmad Khan, Nawab of— 
l>aU‘. of hvilAv •. ItUlNlavch 1011 
l>atc of s\na-css\on :—3ml May \032 
Area of State in s(piar(i miles 370 
I’oipnlation of State : Fl”d^8^ 

Be\ Cline lor tlie last State finaneial 
year : Bs. ll,tin,(iiM) 

Salute in puns :—11 

Jawliar—IF IF Shrimant Yeshwanl Bao 
Vikram.shali Alias l)ada Saheb, Baja 
of— 

]>ate of birth ; - llth December 1017 
Date of Sneeession : —lltli December 1027 
Area of State in sepiare mih'S 310 
Poi)nla{ion of Stale : —.OT.OGJ 
Bevenne for tlie last, State financial 

year ;- Bs. 4,ni).0il) (nearly) 

Salute in puns : - 0 

Kliairpur—IF 11. INFir lAii/. iMahoined 
Kiiaii Talpur, Iilir of— 

Date of birth ;—4th. .lanuary 1013 
Date of sneeession : —1 lecmnlier 1035 
Area t>f State in Stpiaie mih's ;--0,050 
Bopulalioii of Slate: 337,108 
Bevenue for the last State financial 

year : —Bs. 35‘81 (lacs) 

Indian State I’ori es : —Khair])nr “Faiz” 
Liplit InfaJitry, 315 ; Khairpur Camel 
’I'ransjKirt Corj is, 73 
Salute in puns :—15 

Kolhapur—Col. IF if. Shri Sir Bajaram 
Chhatiaiarti Maharaj, o.c.B.i., g.c.i.k., 
Maharaja of - 

Dale of birth 30th July 1897 
Date of succession :—Gtli IMay 1022 
Area of Stat,' in scpiars miles 3,317'1 
I’opuhition of Stale : —0,57,137 
Bovonue for the last State financial 
year :—Bs. 1 20,80,527 
Salute in puns : —10 
Lunawada—IJeut. IJis lliphness 

Maharana Shri Virbhadrasinhji, 
Bajaji Saheb of — 

Date of birth 8th June, 1910 
Date of succession 2nd October, 1930 
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Area of State in Sq. miles ;—388 
Population of State :—95,10^3 
Gross annual average revenue of the 
last 5 years : —About Us. 5,50,000 
Dynastic Salute 9 Guns 

Mudhol -IT. H Sri man t Uaja Bhairavsinh 
(minor), Uaja of— 

Date of birth :—15 Oct. ’29 
Date of Buccession :—9th Nov. ’37 
Area of State in square miles :—369 
Population of State : - -02,832 
Kevenuc for the last State financial 
year ; - Us. -1,85,000 nearly 
Indian State Forces ; -Mudhol Sajjan 
Sinh Infantry...115 
Salute in guns : —9 

Rajpipla—Cai)taiu H. H. Maharnna Shri 
Sir Vijaya Siuhji Chhatrusinliji, K.c.y.i. 
Maharaja of— 

Date of birth :-30th January 1890 
Date of succession : —20th Se\it. ’15 
Area of State in Sq. miles l.blT'bO 
Population of State 2,00,085 
Uevenuc for the last Stale financial 
year :—Nearl y Us, 21,32,(H)0 
Indian State Forces ;—Uajpii)la Infantry 
...152 ; Uajpipla Uodyguaid . 25 
Salute in guns : -13 

Sachin —11, II. Nawab Sidi Muhammad 
Ifydar Mohommed Yakut Khan 
Mubarizud Daula Nusrat Jung 
Bahadur, Nawab of — 

Date of birth :—11th Sc])t. '09 
Date of succession : -lOth Nov. ’.30 
Area of State in square miles 49 
Population of State :—19,977 
Uevenue for the last State financial 
year Us. 4,12,000 (nearly^ 

Indian State Forces ;—Sachin Bodyguard 
...27, Sachin Infantry...SO 
S Jute in guns ; —9 

Sangll—Captain Ilis Flighness Uaja 
Shrimant Sir Chintamanrao Dhundirao 
alias Ap[)asaheb I’atwardhan K.cm.e., 
Uaja of 

Date of birth :—14th February 1890 
Date of succession : —15th June 1903 
Area of State in square miles :—1,13G 
Population of State 2,58.442 

Uevenue for the last State financial 

year 15.80,(X)0 

Salute in guns ;—9 

Sant—Maharaua Shri Jorawarsinhji 
Pratapsinhji, Uaja of— 

Date of nirth :—24th IMarch 1881 
Date of succession 3ist August 1896 
Area of State in sq. miles ;—394 
Population of State 83,531 

Uevenue for the last State financial 

year 4,85,826 
Salute in guns 9 

Savantvadi—(Minor) His Highness Uaja 

2 


Bahadur Shrimant Shivram Savant 
Bhoiisle, Uaja of— 

Date of birth —13th August 1927 
Aiea of State in Sq. miles :—930 
Population of State :—2,30,.589 
Uevenue for the last State financial 
year :—Us. 6,13,-'78 
Salute in guns :—9 

Central India States 

Ajafgarh—H. H. Maharaja Sawai Bhupal 
Singh Bahadur, Maharaja of— 

Date of birth Flth November 1866 
Date of Bueeossio]i : —7th June ’19 
Area of State in Sq. miles :—802 
Population of State 81.790 
Uevenue for the last State financial 

year Us. 5,1X1.000 nearly 
Salute in guns 11 

Alirajpur TI. If. Uaja Pratap Singh, 

(51. E., Uaja of — 

Date of biuth 12t\i September 1881 
Date of succession :—17tli August 1890 
Area of State in 8(p miles ; - 839 
Poj)ulation of Stale ;—89.364 
Uevenue for the last Stale financial 

year:—Us. 5.51.0'lO nearly 
Indian State Forces : —Aliraji)ur Cavalry 
...31 ; Alirajpur rriitaj) In fun try... 80 
Salute in guns :--II 

Uaorii—JJ. 11. A/,am-ul-ITmara Tftikbar- 

iid-Daulah Truad-ul-Mulk Sabib-i-Jah 
Mihin Sardar Nawab Mohammad 
Mushtaq-ul-Hasan Khan Safdar Jung, 
Nawab of— 

Date of birtli :—7th February 1896 
Date of succession ;—28t!i ()ctober ’ll 
Area of Stale in Sq. miles :—121 
Fopulation of State :— 19,132 
Uevenuc for the last State financial 

year,—Us. 1.95 000 nearly 
Indian State Forces : No regular force 
is ke])t. J'he strength of irregular 
force is 65 
Salute in gnus 11 

Baraiindiia (Fatliar Kacliar)— Uaja Gaya 
Fershad Singh, Raja of— 

Date of birth *.-1865 
Date of succession 9th July 1909 
Area of State in Sq. miles : -218 
Population of State :—15,912 
Uevenue for the last State financial 
year .—Us. 45,(.K30 nearly 
Salute in guns :—9 

Barwani—H. H. Debisinghji (minor), 
Kan a of— 

Date of birth:—19th July ’22 
Date of succession :—2l8t April ’30 
Area of State in Sq. miles 1,178 
Population of State :—141,110 
Uevenue for the last State financial 
year :—Us. 120,000 nearly 
Salute in guns 11 
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Bhopal— Lt.-Col, TT. H. Iftikhar-ul-Mulk 
bikandar Haulat Nawab Haji Muham¬ 
mad Haraidulla Khan Bahadur, 
cj.c.i.E,, G.f'.s.i, C.V.O., Nawab of— 

Date of birth 9tb Sei)tein})er 1801 
Date of Biiccessioii ITth May ’JO 
Area of 8tale in Sq. miles :—7,000 
1‘opulation of State TOlMXX) 

Kc\x'])nc for the last State fijiancial 
year ;—Its. G2J0,0tK) neaily 
Indian State Forces Biioi)al (Victoria) 
Lancers—141 

Bhopal Sultania Infantry—772 
Bhopal Gohar-i-Taj Own Company—1G4 
Salute in p.uns :—19 

Bijavvar—n. II. Maharaja Sawnii Sir 
Sawant Sin Mi Bahadur, k.c.i.e., 
Maiiaraja of— 

Dale of hirtli : —2oth November 1877 
Date of succession 2Gth June 19u0 
Area of State in Sq. miles 973 
T\ipuIation of State ;—111 723 
ivcvenue for tlie last State financial 
year Bs. 3,50,000 
Salute in guns :—11 
Charkliari—11. II. IMaharajadhiraja 

Sipalular-iil-Mulk Arinardan Sin^h Jii 
Deo Bahadur, IMaharaja of— 

Date of birth 29th Deeember 1003 
Date of KucccsBion :—Gth October ’20 
Area of State in Sq. miles :—880 
Bopuhition of State :—123,405 
Bevenue for the last Sta'c financial 
year ; -Bs. 8,20,(DO nearly 
Salute in p,un8 : -41 

Chhatarpur—11. IT. Maharaja Bhawani 
Sinch Bahadur Maharaja of — 

Date of birth—10th August, 1904 
Date of succession—bill A])ril, ’32 
Area of State in sq. miles 1.130 
Boi)u]ation of State—1,61,207 
Gross Bcvcfiuc of the State—Nearly 
Bs. 12,00,000 

Indian States Forces—412 
Salute in guns—11 

Datia—Major H. If. Maharaja Lokendra 
Sir Govind Singh Bahadur, K.C.S.I., 
Maharaja of — 

Date of birth 21st June 1880 
Date succession :—5th August 1907 
Area of State in Sq. miles 911 
J’opulation of State 148,o59 
Beveniie for the last State financial 
year :—Bs. 19,00,(X)0 nearly 
Indian State Forces :—Datia Ist Govind 
Infantry—200 

Datia Govind Infantry (B Company)—117 
Salute in guns guns :—15 
Dewaa (Senior)—41. H. Maharaja Sir 
Tukoji Bao Buar, K.c.s.i., Maharaja 
of— 

Date of Birth—Ist January 1888 
Date of succession :—13th October 1899 
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Area of State in Sq. miles 449 
Population of State :—77,tX)5 
Bevenue for the last State financial 
year:—Bs. l0,00.tX)0 nearly 
Salute in guns :—15 

Dewaa (Junior Branch)—H. IT. Maharaja 
Sadashiviao Khase Salicb Pawar, 
iMahar.aja of — 

Date of birth : —13th August 1887 
Date of BUcccBsion :—4tli February 1931 
Area of State in Sq. miles :—419 
Population of State :—70,513 
Bevenue for the last State financial 

year :—Bs. G,83,000 
Salute ill guns 15 

Dhar—IT. II. Maharaja Anand Bao Puar, 
Maharaja of— 

Date of birth :—24th November ’20 
Date of Buceession ;—1st August ’2G 
Area of State in Sq, miles :—l 800*24 
i’opulation of State 24i5,r>21 
Bcvcuue for the last State financial 
year : -Bs. 30,(0,000 

Indian State Forces ;—Dhar Light Horse 
—Go 

l.diar Infantry (Laxmi Guard)—17G 
Salute in gnus :—15 

Indore—11. IJ. Maharajadhiraja Baj 

Bajeshwar Sawui Siui Yeshwant Bao 
Ilolkar Bahadur, (i.o.i.i:., Maharaja 

Date of birtli Gth Sci>tembcr 1908 
Date of succession :—20th February ’2G 
Area of State in Sq.milcs :—9,9(i2 
Population of State : 325.000 

Bevenue for the last State financial 
year Bs. 1.35,(X}.a)0 nearly 
Indian State Forces :—Indore Holker 
Escort—111 

Indore Jst Battalion, Maharaja Holkar’s 
Infantry Coini)anies “A” “B”—380 

Indore ilolkar Transport Corps—2GG 
Salute in guns 19 

Jaora :—Lieutenant Colonel Ills Highness 
Fakhriid-Daulah Nawab Sir Moham¬ 
med Iftikhar Ali Khan Bahadur, 
Saulut-e-Jang, g.b.k., Jv.c.i.e., Nawab 
of— 

Date of birth 17th January, 1883 
Date of succession :—Gth JMarch, 1895 
Area of State tkll square miles 
Population 1,00,201 
Annual Bevenue ; —Bs, 12,00,000 
Salute 13 guns 

Jhabua—H. H. Baja Udai Singh, Baja 
of— 

Date of birth :—Gth May 1875 
Date of succession :—2Gth April 1895 
Area of State in square miles 1,330 
Population of State :—123,932 
Bevenue for the last State financial 
year :—Bs. 3,50,CXX) nearly 
Salute in guns 11 
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Khilchipur Raja Kao Bahadur Sir Area of State in square miles 9C2 
Duriansalsingh k.(j.i.e.» Baja of— Population of State ^ . , 

Date of birth 2Gth August 1807 Revenue for the last State financial 

Date of succession ;—19th January 1908 year : Rs. 8,25.000 
Area of State in Sq. miles 273 Salute in ^uns 11 


Population of State :-~45,G25 
Revenue for the last financial year 
Rb. 2,42,000 
Salute in guns 9 

Maihar -H. IT. Raja Sir Brijnath Singhji 
Deo Bahadur, K.ri.E, Raja of - 
Date of birth :—22nd Februai-y 1806 
Date of succession :—iGth Dec. 1911 
Area of State in square miles :—407 
Population of State 08,991 
Revenue for the last State financial 

year Rs. o.tXi.OUO (nearly) 

Salute in ^iiriR 9 

Nagod (Unchehra) - TI. H. Raja Mahendra 
Sini^^hjec Deo Bahadur, Raja of— 

Date of Birth 5th February :—191G 
Date of succession ;—2(jth I'eh. 192G 
Area of t^tate in Sq. miles : —501‘4 
Population of State 71,589 
Revenue for tlie last State financial j 

year ; —Rs. 3,00,000 (nearly) 

Salute in guns ; ~9 

Narsinghgarli—If. 11. Raja Vikram 
Singhji Sahib Bahadur, Raja of — 

Dale of birth 21sl September 1909 
Date of sue,cession 23rtl April 1921 

Area of State in Sq. miles 7i)l 
Population of State :—1.13,873 

Revenue for the last Stale financial 

year :—Nearly Rs. 7,09,201 
Salute in guns ;—11 

Orchha—H. H. Sararaad-i-Rajaba-i-Bun- 
delkhand Shri Sawai Sir Vir Singh 
Dev Bahadur, k.o.h.i. IMaharaja of— 
Date of birth : -14th April 1899 
Dale of succession ;—1th March 1930 
Area of Stale in square miles ;—2,1)80 
Poi)u!ation of State 3J4,GG1 
Revenue for the last State financial 
year Rs. 13,00,000 nearly 
Salute in guns :—15 

Panna—H. II. Maharaja Mahendra Sir 
Yadveudra Singh Rahadur, k.c.s.i., 
K.C.I.E., Maharaja of— 

Date of birth 31st January 1894 
Date of succession 20th June 1902 
Area of State in square miles 2,59G 
Population of State :--2,12,1.30 
KcA'cnuo for the last State financial 
year Rs. 9,5U,OtX) nearly 
Indian State Forces—Panna State 
Chhatarsal Infantry, 1G4 
Balute in guns 11 

Rajgarh—IT. H. Raja Rawat Bikramaditya 
Singh Bahadur, (minor) Raja of— 

Date of birth :—18th. December 193G 
Date of succefision 


Ratlam—Major-Ge eral His Highness 
Maharaja Sir Sajjan SingJi, a.c.r.i:., 
K.c.H.f., K.C.V.O., A.D,c. to His Majesty 
the King Fraj)e'or 
Date of birth :—13th January JSSO 
l)ato of succession 29th January 1893 
Area of State in squars miles G93 
Poj)iilation of State :—1,07,321 
Revenue for the last vState financial 
year :—Rs. 10 lacs 

Indian State Forces :~-Shree Ivokendra 
Rilles Authorised Strength—IGl 
Salute in guns :—13 

I Rewa—H. IT. Maharaja Dhiraj Sir Gulab 
Singh Bahadur, g.c.j.e., k.o.s.i., 

Maharaja of— 

Date of birth : —12th March, 1903 
Date of succession :—.Hat Octo))er, 1918 
Area of State in sq. miles *.—13,000 
Popnlulion of State :—1,587,415 
Salute in guns :—17 

Sailana—Ilis lliglincRS Raja Sahib Sir 
Dilcepsinghji Bahadur, k.C.i.e., Raja 
of— 

Date of birth ;~lSth March 1801 
Date of succession :—11th July, 1919 
Area of State in sq. miles 2't9 
Population of State 35,223 
Revenue for the last State Financial 
Year Rs. 3,0U,tX_KJ 

Indian State Forces The State 
maintains the following forces for 
local use :— 

I i. Cavalry 30 

ii. Infantry qq 

iii. Police 130 

Salute in guns 11 

Samthar—H. II. Maharaja Sir Bir Singh 
Deo Bahadur, k.c.i.e., Raja of— 

Date of birth :-2GLh August 1804 
Date of succession 17th June 1S9G 
Area of State in square miles 180 
Population of State 33,21 G 

Revenue for the last State financial 
year :—Rs. 3,50,000 nearly 
Salute in guns :—11 

Sitamau—H. II. Raja Sir Ram Singh, 
K.r.T.E., Raja of - 
Date of Birth—2nd January 1880 
Area of State in sq. miles—201 
}*opnlalion of State :—2G,549 
Revenue for the last state financial 
year :—Rs. 2,55,07G 

Indian Sate Forces Excepting the 
i’olice tfe Hisala the State nas no dis¬ 
ciplined forces. 

Salute in guns—H 
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Gwalior State 

Gwalior—H. II. IVIabamja Mukhtar-iil- 
Mulk, Azim-iil-lqtidar, Raii-usb-Slian, 
Wala Sbikob, ]Motashain-i-l>auran, 
Uindat-iil-UiTira, IMabaiajadbiraja 
Alijab, HiHaimiH-Salla-nat Gcor^ie 
Jayaji Rao Sciiidia, Baluidnr, Srinatb, 
Maneur-i-Zamaii, l<b(lwi-i-liazrat-i- 
Malik-i-Muazzain-i-lRiri-ud-Darjat-i- 
In^ilistan, Mabaraja of— 

Date of birth;—LM3tli Juno 1910 
Date of succession; —btli June 19..'') 

Aica of State in square miles;—u0,!>G7 
Population of State ; 

Revenue for the last State financial 
year ;—Rs. L’11’81 lacs nearly 
Indian State Forces ; — 

Gwalior 1st Tayaji Lancers —020 
„ 2nd Alijab ,, —020 

„ Old Idabaraja Madbo Rao 

Scindia's (Own Lancers—020 
„ 1st Maharani Sakbya Raya’s 

Own Battalion - 700 
„ 2nd JMaliaraja Jayaji Rao’s 

Own Battalion—700 
„ Ord jMaharaja Scindia’s Own 

Battalion- 7r2 

„ Itli Maharaja Bahadur Battalion 

„ 7tb Scindia’s Battalion (Train¬ 

ing;)- 48S 

,, IMountain Battery—200 

Scindia’s Horse Artillery-138 
„ Sapi)ors Artillery—178 

,, Pony Transport Corps—479 

Salute in Guns 21 

Jlydcrahad State 

Hyderabad ;—iJ -General H. E. IT. Asaf 
Jab Muzatrar-ul-Mnlk wal Mamalik, 
]N iza m - u 1 - M 111 k N izam - u d- Dan 1 a , 

Nawal) Sir ]Mir Usman Ali Klian 
Bahadur, Fateh Jang, Faithful Ally 
of the British Government, (i.c.s.i., 
Nizam of— 

llate of birth Oih Apiil 1880 
Date of succession 29th August 1911 
Area of Stale in sq. miles ;—llKLlOh 
Po]Uilation of State 17 877,980 
Revenue for the last State financial year ; 
—Us 89P98 lacs 

Indian State I'crees ;—Hyderabad 1st 
Imperial Service Lancers, 514 
Hyderabad 2nd Imj)erial Bervn^es 
Lancers, 541 
Salute in guns ;—21 

Jammu & Kashmir State 

Jammu & Kashmir—Major General His 
Highness Raj Rajeshwar Maharaja- 
dhiraj Maharaja Shri Harisinghji 
Bahadur, Indar Mahindar, Sinir-i- 
Saltanat-i-Englishia, G.c.s.i., tJ.c.r.E., 
K.C.V.O., L.L.D., Maharaja of Jammu & 
Kashmir State 


Date of birth ;—September 1895 
Date of succession '.—September 1925 
Area of the State in square miles Sl,471 
Population of State ;—30,40,243 
Revenue for the last State financial 
year ;-2,50,89,500 
Salute in guns ;—21 
Indian State Forces ;— 

Ist IJne^Troops (Fighting Services) 
Jammu Kashmir Body (luard 
Cavalry—053 

2. 1st Jammu & Kashmir Mountain 


3. 

2nd 

Battery 

Jammu & Kashmir Mountain 

271 

4. 

1st 

Battery 

f, n »» Infantry 

271 
7 <"2 

5. 

2nd 

,, „ „ Rifles 

772 

0. 

3rd 

!! Infantry 

772 

7. 

4 th 

772 

s! 

5th 

M »» ti Light ,, 

772 

9. 

Otli 

772 

10. 

7th 

V 11 11 „ *1 

772 

11. 

Hill 


002 

12. 

9 th 

1 , 11 11 'I 

002 


1st Line (Troo])B Administrative 


Service) 


13. Jammu & Kashmir Infant]y 

Training Battalion 059 

11. Jammu h Kashmir Army 

Training School 20 

Auxiliary Service 
15. Jammu & Kashmir Military 

Transport 280 

10. Jammu & Kashmir State Baud 88 

17. ,, ,, ,, Fort Deptt. 117 

18. Military Veterinary Crojis 14 


Madras States 

Banganapalle—11. H. Nawab Saiyid Fazio 
Ali Khan Bahadur, Nawab of— 

Date of birth ;—9th November 1901 
Date of BiicccBsion ;—22nd January 1922 
Area of State in sq. miles ;—275 
Po}uilatiou of State ;—H,840 
Revenue for tbc last State financial 
year ; -- Rs. 3,51,700 
Salute in guns ;—9 

Cochin -His Highness Sri Sri Rama 
Varma, ci.c.i.i-:.. i,.!..!)., Maharaja of— 
Date of birth ; .3(»ch Hi'cember 1801 
Date of HLieccssion 25th March 1932 
Area of Stale in sq. miles 1,480 

Population of State ;—1,205,010 
Revenue for the year 1938-39 ;— Rs. 

1,10,23,209 

Indian State Forces ;—31 Oflicers and 
371 men 

Salute in guns ;—17 

Government—Carried on by a Diwan 
apiiointed by the Maharaja and a 
Development Minister who is elected 
by the Legislative Council which has 
a 2/3 elected majority and an elected 
Deputy ITcsident. 

Pudukkotlal—H. H. Sri Brihadamba Daa 
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Raja Rajagopal Tondairaan Bahadur, 
Raja of— 

Date of Birth 23rd .Tunc 1022 
Date of Succession :—24th October 1028 
Area of State in square miles : -1,170 
Population of State 4,00,094 
Revenue for the last State financial 
year :—Ks. 7,r)l,000 nearly. 

Salute in p,uns : —11 

Travancore :--lI. JI. Sii Padmanabha 
l)asa Yamdd Pala Rama Vann a Kula- 
sokhara Kiritai>a1i ISlanney Sultan 
Maharaja Raja Ramaraja Bahadur 
Shamsher .Tane>', C-i-i:,, JMaharaja of— 
Date of birth : -Tth Novcmlicr 1012 
Date of succession :~lst Sej>tcmber 1021 
Area of vStatc in square mih's ;- 7,02’) 
Population of State 5,00.'>,0i3 
Revenue for the last State financial 
year :—Rs. 201 lacs 
Salute in guns 10 

Mysore :—IT. H. Maharaja Sri Cliama- 
raja Wadiar Bahadur, Maharaja of— 
Date of birtli ISlh .Inly 1010 
Date of succession : Sth September 1940 
Area of State in square miles : - 29 328 
Poimlation of State :—o, 830,002 (Kxclu- 
ding Civil and Military Station 
Bangalore) 

Revenue for the last Slate fiiianeial 

year :—Nearly Rs. 4,13,31,000 
Indian State Doiccs : — 

Mysore Laneers 520 

„ Jloisc 130 

,, Body (biard 12.3 

,, 1st Infantry 772 

„ 2iid Infantry llilO 

Ralace Uiiard 500 

Salute in guns ;—21 

Punjab States 

Bahawalpur ‘.—Major H. H. Rukn-iid- 
Danla, Nnsrat-i-.Tang, Saif-iid-Daula, 
liahz iil-Mnlk, Miikhlis-ud Daula, ^^a- 
Muinud-Danla Nawab Al-Jlaj Sir 
Sadiq Muliainmad Khan V Abhasi, 
Bahadur, g.c.i.e., k.c;.r.i., k.o.v.o., 

Nawal) Ruler of— 

Date of birth :—30th September 1004 
Date of sueeession 4th March 1007 
Area of State in sq. miles :—22 000 
Population of State ;—Over one million 
Revenue for the last State financial year 
—nearly Rs. 1,40,00,(.)C.'0 
Indian State Forces Bahawalpur 1st 
Sadiq Infantry 

Bahawalpur 2ud Haroon Infantry 
H. IT. the Nawab’s Own Body Ouard 
Lancers 

Salute in guns 17 

Bilaspur (Kahlur) :—H. H, Raja Anaiid 
Chaiid, Raja of— 

Date of birth 2Gth January 1913 


I Date of succession :—18th November 1927 
Area of State in square miles ;—448 
Roi)u]ation of State :~98.C)C)0 
Revenue for the last State financial 

year : - Rs. 3,00,000 nearly 
Salute ill gnus 11 

Chamba ; -Ilis ITighness Raja Lakshman 
Singh, the Ruler of Chamlia State 
(minor) 

Date of birth 8lli December 1024 
J)atc of sueeession :—7th December 1035 
Area of State in sipmre miles V_:7 
Revenue for llu' last Stale financial 

year :—Rs. 0,0 ).000 nearly. 

Salute in guns :—11 

(youneil of Administration a])poinied by 
the (lovernment to carry on Minority 
Administration. 

President :—Lt. CoL II. S. Strong, c.i.e., 
Vice-rresident and Chief Secretary :— 
Dewan Bahadur Lala JMadho Ram 
Memlicr Rai Bahadur Lala Chanshyam 
J )ass 

Faridkot :—Lt. H. IT. Far/.nud-i-Saadat 
Nislian-i-lla/.rat-i-Kaisar-i-lliud Barar 
Bans IRija Har Indar Singh Bahadur, 
Raja of - 

Date of birth 20th January 101.3 
l>ate of succession :—23id iJecember 1018 
Area of State in Sq. miles :—(343 
Ropulation of State l()i,34G 
Revenue for tlie last State financial 
\ear Rs. 17,(i0,O<K) nearly 
Inaian State Forces Faiidkot Sappers- 


Jleadq nailers 8 

(Field Com]»any) 

Sappeis & aimers 120 

Bodyguard Laneers 27 

In tan try 112 

Band 35 

Salute ill guns 11 


Jind - Colonel Jl. H. Farzand-i-Dilband 
Rasikh-nl-I tikad Daulat-i-Tnglishia 
Raja-i-Rajgan Maharaja Sir Kanhir 
Singh, Rajemlra Bahadur, G.c.i.E., 
ti.c.R.i, Maharaja of - 
I Date of birth 11th October 1879 
! Date of sueeession 7th March 1887 
Area of State in square miles 1,259 
Ropulation of State ; —3(i8 183 
Revenue for the last State financial 
year : Rs. 28,00,(01 ncai ly 
Indian State Forces :--Jind Bodyguard 
Cavalry * 112 

Jind Infantry 411 

Jind Training Company 260 

,, 2nd Line Infantry 150 

Salute in guns 13 

Kapurthnla—Colonel Ilia Highness 

Farzand-i-Dilband Rasikh-ni-lLkad 
Daulat-i-Iiiglisliia Raja-i-Rajgan, 

Maharaja Sir Jagatjit Singh Bahadur, 
G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., G.B.E., Maharaja of— ’ 
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Born :—2dth November 1S72 
Bucoeeded to Gaddi : -5th September 1877 
Area of State : 052 aq. miles 
Population 510, 757 
Eeveuue Es. 4C),{X),000 
Loharu-Lt. U. U. Nawab IMirza Amin- 
ud-Din Ahmed, Khan liahadur, Nawab 
of— 

Date of birth ;—23rd INIarcli 1011 
Date of Biieeessioii '30th October 192G 
Area of State in square miles 222 
Population of State 20,014 
Eevenue for the last State financial 
year *.—Es. 1,33,000 nearly 
Indian State Forces :—Infantry 30 

Camel 'lOaiisport 17 

Salute in y;iin8 :—9 

Malerkotla—Lt.-Colonel H. IT. Nawab 
Sir Ahmad Ali Khan, Bahadur, k.c.b.i., 
K.C.I.E.. Nawab of— 

Date of birth i—lOth September 1881 
Date of succession —23rd Aupiist 1908 
Area of Stale in sq. mih'S—108 
Population of Stale—8tl322 
Eevenue for the last Stale financial year 
—Es. 15 01,000 nearly 
Indian State Forces : —Sappers— 

Headquarters 10 

LaUiCis tBodyti;uard) -Itt 

Infantry 220 

I'Oeld (.O'lmpany Sappers & Miners 295 
Salute in puns :—11 

Maiidi - M.'iior TI. II. Paja Sir .lopiuder 
Sen Bahadur, k.c.b.i , Baja of — 

Date of birth :—Poth Anpust 1904 

])ate of succession ; —pstli Aju-il 1913 

Area in sep miles:—1.20U 

Fopn 1 at i 0 n :— 2,07,40.5 

Eevenne for the last financial year :— 

Es. i2.r)U,(;00 nearly 
Salute in puns :—li 

Nabha—H. 11. Farzand-i-Arjmaiul, Aqidat- 
Baiwand-i.Daulat-i-lnplishia, Barar 
Bans, Sarmiir Eaja-i-Bajapan IMaha- 
raja Ihataj) Sinpha Malvendra Bahadur, 
Maharaja of— 

Date of birth :—21st Se]-teinbcr 1919 
Date of succession :—February 19^8 
Area in sq. miles ;—928 
I'opulation :—203,334 
Eevenue for the last financial year 
Es. 24,05,000 nearly 
Salute in puns :—13 

Patiala—Dr. If. H. Faizand-i-Khas Daulat- 
i-lnplishia ManRur-ul-Zaman, Arnir-ul- 
Ilmra Maharajadhiraj Eaj Eujeshwar 
Shri Maharaja-i-Eajpan Shri 
A'adavindra Sinphji, l.l.d., Mahciulra 
Baliadur, Maharaja of— 

Date of birth :—7th January 1913 
Date of succession 23rd March 1938 
Area in sq. miles 5,932 
Population i ,625,520 


Eevenue for the last financial year 
Es. 1,57,00,000 
Indian State Forces : — 

1st (Eajindar) Lancers—526 
2nd Fatiala Lancers—526 
Ist (Eajindar Sikh) Infantry—772 
2nd Fatiala Infantry—772 
3rd ,, „ —772 

4th ,, —772 

Patiala Transport Train—83 
,, B1 orse (»u aid—J 39 

,, Food Guard—174 
Salute in puns;-17 
Sirmiir (Nahan) — FT. 11. U. Maharaja 
Eajeiidra Prakash Bahadur, Maharaja 
of— 

Date of birth :—10th January 1912 
Date of succession :—November 1933 


Area in sq. miles:—J,i4i 

Bopulation 1,48 56S 

Eevenue for the last financial year :— 

E,s. lOUO.OOt) nearly 
Indian Stale Ihirces .—Sappers— 
Headquarters ... 5 

Band ... 23 

No. 1 Company ... 142 

No. 2 Comjiany ... 155 

State Bodycuard Lancers 31 
Salute in pnus :—11 

Suket —H. H. Eaj a Lakshman Sen, Raja 
of— 

Date of ])irth ;—1894 


l)ate of succession 13th October 1919 
Area in sq. miles 420 
Poimhition .a4,32H 
Eevenue for the last financial year 
Es. 2,67,000 nrally 
Salute in puns 11 

Basbalir—11. H, Eaja Padum Sinph, Eaja 
of — 

Date of birth :— 1873 

l)atc of succession : - 5th Aupust 1914 

Area in sq. mih's :— 3,820 

Po].Illation :—86,077 

Eevenue for the last financial year :— 

Es. 3,31,000 nearly 
Salute ill puns : —9 

Iiaj])ufana States 

Alwar—11. 11. Shri Sewai Maharaj Tej 
Sinpliji Jhihadur, Maharaja of— 

Dale of birth :—l9lli March, 191 I 
Dale of succession 22n(l July, 1937 
Ari'a in sq, miles 3217 
Population 7,49,751 
Eevenue:—About Es. 40,00,000 
Indian State Forces :— 

1. Jey J5iltau Infantry—865 

2. Ih’atap 15il(an Infantry— 33 I 

3. Ahvar Manpal Lanceis—158 

4. Garrison Force—28 
Salute in puns :—15 

Bans ware—H. H, Sri Eai-i-Rayan 
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Mahavawal Sir Pirthi Singbji Bahadur, 
K.C.I.E., Maharawal of— 

Date of birth 15th July 1888 

Date of succeBBion 8th January 1914 

Area in sq. miles :—1,946 

Populatioji :—200,679 

Revenue for the last financial year ;— 

Rb. 7,00,000 
Salute in guns :—15 

Bharatptir- Lt,-Col. II. 11. Maharaja Sri 
Brajindra Sawai Sir KiBlian Singh 
Bahadur, Bahadur Jang, K.c.s.l., 
Maharaja of— 

Date of birth :—4th October 1899 
Dale of BuccesBion :—27th August 1900 
Area in sq. miles 1,982 
Populatioij ;—4 90,4.37 
Revenue for the last financial year 
Rs. 31,25,000 nearly 

Indian State Forces :--Jaswant House¬ 
hold Infantry—772 
2nd Ihim Singh's Own Infantry—553 
3rd Barctha Infantry—353 
Salute in guns 17 

Bikaner—General 11. H. Maharajadhiraja 
Raj Rajeslnvar Narendia Sliirumani 
Maharaja Sri Ganga Singhji Bahadur. 
G.C.S.l , U.(51.E., (J.C.V.O., (J.U.E.,, K.O.U., 
10;.!)., Maharajah of— 

Date of birth ;—13th October ISSO 
Date of Biicccssion :—3ist August 1887 
Area in sq. mileB :—23,317 
Population ; -9,92,180 
Revenue for the last financial year :— 

Rs. J,32.39 400 nearly 
Indian State Forces ; “2,66S 

Ganga Risala (Camel Corps)—523 
Sadul Light Infantry—662 
Dungar Laneers - 342 
Bijey Battery - 236 
Camel Battery—70 
2 nd Battalion, Bikaner State 
Infantry 700 
Bund -35 

Motor Machine Gun Sections— 100 
Salute in guns 17 

Bundi—H. H. Maharao Raja Ishwnri 
Singh Bahadur, Maharao Raja of— 
Date of birth;—8th March 1893 
Date of succession lOth July 1927 
Area in sq. miles ;—2,220 
Population -187,168 
Revenue for the last financial year— 

Rs. 14 00,000 nearly 
Salute in guns—17 

Dholpur—Lt.-Col. H. TI. Rais-ud-DauIa 
Sipahdar-ul-Mulk Maharajadhiraja 
Sri Sawai Maharaj-Rana Sir Udaihhan 
Singh Lokindar Bahadur Diler Jang 
Jai Deo, K.c.s.i., K.c.v.o., Maharaj- 
Baja of— 

Date of birth—25th February 1893 
Date of Bucceesion—29th March 1911 


Area in eq. miles—1,200 

Population—2,30,188 

Revenue for the last financial year— 

Rb. 17,50,000 nearly 
Indian State Forces— 

Dholpur Narisingh Infantry—164 
„ Sappers and Miners—75 
Salute in guns—i5 

Dungarpur—IT. H. Rai-i-Rayan 

JMaluirawal Sri Tiiiskhman Singh 
Baluidnr, k.c.s.i., Maharawal of— 

Dathe of birth—7 th March 1908 

Date of succession—15th November 1918 

Area in sq. miles “!,460 

lV)l»ulation—2,27,500 

RcNcnue for the last financial year— 

Rs. 8,00,000 
Salute in guns—15 

Jaipur—IT. 11. Saramad-i-Bajaha-i- 

ilindnstan Kaj Rajindra Sri Maha- 
rajadliiraja Sir Sawai I\Ian Singh 
Bahadur, (CC.i.e.. Maharaj.a of — 

Date of birth--2lKt August 1911 
Date of succession—7ih September 1922 
Area in sq. miles—16,6:>2 
Foj)ulation —26.31,775 
J Revenue for the last, linancial year— 

Rs. 1,35,00.000 nearly 
Indian State F^urces — 

Jaipur Infantry—772 
., Lancers—520 

Transport Corps—570 
Salute in guns—17 

JaiEiilracr— 11. If. Maharajadhiraja 
Maharawal Sir Jawabir Singh Bahadur 
K.('.s.r., Maharawal of— 

Date of birth—i 8th November 1882 
Dale of succession—26tli June 1914 
Area in square miles—16,^62 
roi)nlalion—67,652 

Revenue for the last financial year— 
Rs. 3,6',coo iieaily 
Salute in guns : —15 

Jhalawar-His Highness Dharmadi- 
vakar Piajavatsal Fatit-pawan Maharaj 
Rana Sliri Sir Rajendra Sing Ji Dev 
Bahadur, K.tps.i., Maharaj Rana of— 
Date of birth—loth July, 19 C 0 
Date of Buecession —13th April, 1929 
Area in sq. Miles-813 
Population—1C7890 
Revenue—Rs 7,25,000 (approximately) 
Salute in giine—13 

Jodhpur- Air Commodore His Highness 
Raj Rajeshwar Saramad-i-Rnjai-Hind 
Maharajadliiraj Shri Sir LTmaid Singhji 
Sahib Bahadur, g.c.s.i., g.c.I.e., K.C. 
V.O., A.D.c., ]3>.D., Maharaja of 
Date of birth—8th July, 1903 
Ascended the throne— 3id .October, 1918 
Area 36.671 sq. miles 
Population 1—21,34,848 
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Revenue for the year 193S-39 : Rb. 
157,71,523 

Indian State Foitch :— 

Jodiipur Sanlar Jtissala :—508 
Jodhpur Training Scpiadron 147 
Jodh])nr Sardar In Ian try, Including 
Training Coy. (03/^ and State 
Military Band (39) ;—cS64 
2nd Jodhpur Infantry OtU) 

Jodhpur Mule Troops 8u 

Fort Guard 94 
Salute in guns 17 

Karauli II. 11. IMaharaja Sir Bhompal 
I)co Bahadur Yadukul Chandra Bhal, 
K.c.s 1 . Maharaja of — 

Date of birth : GSth .luiie 1800 
Date of succession :—21st August 1927 
Area in square miles :—1,242 
Poimlation :—1,33,731 
Revenue for the last financial year 
Rs. 7.92,000 nearly 
Salute in guns :—17 

Kishengarh—TT. II. ITmdae Rajahae 

Baland Makan Maharaja-dhiraja Yagy- 
anarain Singh Bahadur, I\Iaharaja of— 
Daie of birth 2(;th January JS.H 
Date of succession 24th November 

1920 

Area in square mlllcs 858 
I’opulation 77.771 

Revenue for the last financial year :— 
Rs. 7,00.000 nearly 
Salute in guns :—15 

Kotah :—Colonel H. H. Maharao Sir 
Umed Singh Bahadur, o.o.hj., u.c.i.e., 
c.n.E., IMaliarao of— 

Date of iiirth l5th September lvS73 
Date of succession ; --llth June 1889 
Area in square miles 5,084 
Ik)pulation : 0,85,804 

Revenue for the last financial year :— 
Rs 53‘08 lac-s 
Salute in guns 19 

Partahgarh :—11. H. Maharawat Sir 
Karasinghji Bahadur, k.c.i.e., 

Maharanat of — 

Date of birth 1908 
Date of succession :—1929 
Area in square miles ;—880 
Population : - 07,110 

Revenue for the last financial year :— 
Kb. 5,55,000 nearly 
Salute in guns 15 

Shahpura :—H, H. Rajadhiraja Sir Nahar 
Siughji, K.C.I.E,, Raja of— 

Date of birth 7th November 1855 
Date of succession nth June 1870 
Area in square miles 405 
Population 48,130 

I Revenue for the last financial year ;— 
P Rs. 5,21,000 nearly 
Salute in guns 9 


Sirobi 11. IT. Maharajadhiraja Maharao 
Sir Sarup Ram Singh Bahadur, g.c.i.e., 
K.C.S.I., Maharao of— 

Date of birth :— 27 th September 1888 
Date of suecession :— 29 th April 1920 
Area in square miles :—1,904 
Po])ulation 180,(539 
Revenue for the last financial year 
Rs. 9,70,000 nearly. 

Salute in guns 15 

Toiik :—His Highness Said-ud-Daiilah 
Wazir*ul-Mulk Navvab Hafiz Sir 
Mohammad Saadat Ali Khan Bahadur 
Sowlat-i-.lung (t.(gi.E., Nawab of— 
Date of birth :—l3Lh February, 1879 
Date of Bueeession :—23rd June, 1930 
Area in sq. miles : - 2,553 
Population .317,300 
Revenue : -Noaily 22 lakhs 
Salute in guns 17 

Udaipur (.Mcwai) Lt. Colonel If. IT. 

Maharajadhiiaja Maharana Shi Sir 

Bhoj'al Siughji Bahadur, c.c’.s.i. 
Maharana of— 

Date of birth 2-'nd Feb. 1884 

Area in scpiare miles .•—12,753 

I’opulation : -l.5C)0.9lO 

Revenue for the last finaneial year ]ls. 

80,00,000 nearly 
Salute in guns—19 

Sikkim State 

Sikkim —H. H. IMaharaja Sir Tashi 
Namgyal, k.c.i.e., IMaharaja of— 

Date of birth—1893 

Date of sueeoshion—5th Doeember 1914 
Area in square miles—2,818 
Pc'pnlation—81,721 

Revenue for the last financial year—Rs. 

4,33,o0u nearly 
Salute in guns -15 

United Provinces States 

Benares—II. TI. IMaharaja Vibhuti 
Narayan Singh Bahadur (minor), 
IMaiiaraja of— 

Date of birth—.hth November 1927 
Date of suceession—5th A])ril 1939 
Area in sq. miles—875 
]'()j)ulation— 3 02,735 

Jievonue for the last financial year—Rs. 

31,47,000 nearly 
Indian State Forces 
2nd Cavalry Troop 50 
Ist (Prabhu Narain) Infantry 772 
3rd Camel Desiiatch Riders—21 
Salute in guns —13 

Rampur—Captain H. H. Alijah Farzand- 
i-J)ilpazir-i-I)aulat-i-Inglishia Mukhlis- 
nd-Daula Nasir ul Mulk, Amir-ul- 
Uniara, Nawab Sir Saiyid Muhammad 
Raza Ali Khan Bahadur Mustaid 
Jang, K.c.s.i., Nawab of:— 
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Date of birth l7th Nov. 1906 
Date of BucceasioiiiJOth Jane 1930 
Area in sq. milca ;—892‘51 
Population :—461,919 
Revenue :—Rs. 51,00,000 nearly 
Salute in guns :—10 

Tehri (Garhwal)—Lt. Colonel II. U. 
Maharaja Narendra Shah, K.C.s.r. 
Maharaja of — 

Date of birth ; -ord August 1898 
Date of succession gotli Apiil 1913 
Area in Square miles *.—4,002 
I’opulation :-3,i8,482 
Revenue : —Rs. is,;! J,U00 nearly. 

Indian State I’orei'S ;—Tehri II. Q. 

Infantry and lland-loo 
dehri I’ionecrs Narendra —101 
Tehri Sappers and Miners—129 
Salute in guns : —11 

IFc.sfcr?? India States 

Bhaviiagar Lt. IL II. Sir Krishna- 
kumersiiihji Bhavsinghji, K.c.s.i., 
^lahai'aja of - 

Date ol birth—; 9th May 1912 
Dale of HU(*'T.-5sioii —Isth July 1919 
Area in sq. mih'S-296i 
Population -5,00 274 
Revenue Rs. J,()9,{;s,e)20 
Indian Slate I'orees—Biiavnagar rjanecre 
—270 ; Bhavnaear Infantry—219 
Salute in guns—13 

Glitch—IL 11. Maharajadhiraj jMirza 
jMahaiao Shii Sir Klaaigarji, Savai 
Bahadui*. cj.e.s.i , o (M.k., Maharao of— 
Date of birth—23rd August D66 
Date of Buceession— ist January l870 
Area in sq. miles—7,(Up, 

Population —4,84,547 
IL'venue—Rs. 5l,oo,0.o nearly 
Salute in guns -l7 

Diiraiigadhra ?'iIajor 11. 11. Maharaja 

Shri Sir CliaiiHhvamsiiihji Ajilsinliji, 
(o('.i.i> 2 , K.r'.s.i., Maliaraja of — 

Date of birth —3lst May l.ssO 
Date of succession — i'Y'bruary 1911 
Area in sep miles—i,167 
Population sspo i 
Revenue—Bs. 25,04,000 nearly. 

Salute in guns—13 

Dhrol —H. JI. Tliakor Saheh Shri Chaiulra- 
Binhji Saheh, Thakor Saheb of — 

Date of birth ; 2Sth August J9i2 
Date of succession 20 th October 1939 
Area in square miles ; —282*7 
IMjrulation 27,(539 
Revenue —Rs. 2,89,281 
Salute in guns—9 

Ooiidal—H H. Maharaja Shri Bhaga- 
vatsinhji Sagramji o.c.s.i., g.cm.e., 
Maharaja of— 

Date of birth—24th October 1865 
Date of succeseiou—14th December 1869 


Area in sq. miles—1,024 
Population— 2,05,840 
Revenue—Nearly Rs. 50,00,000 
Salute in guns—11 

Junagadli—Cai)tain 11. II. Nawal) Sir 
Mahabatkb :nji Rasulkhanji, K.C.H.I., 
G.C.I.E., Nuwab (J— 

Date of birth :—*dnd August 1900 
Date of sncc.eHsion :—2‘Jnd January lOlI 
Area in sq. miles :5,:J3G’9 
Population : blklbO 
Revenue :—Rs. ],00,tK.),(HX’) nearly 
Indian Stale IMilcs ; - Junagadh Lancers 
—D3 

Junagadh Mahal^alkhanji Infantry dOl 
Salute in guns : —lb 

Limbdi -ddiakor Saheb Sliri Sir Danlat- 
sinliji Jasvantsinliji, K.C.s.l., K.o.l.E., 

d’hakor Saheb of— 

Date of birth ; —Iltli July ISOS 
Date of BucceHsioii : —1 Lth Ai)iil 1908 
Area in sq. miles ;—.bio*90 (Lxchisivc of 
al)out 207 sq. miles in the Cullector- 
ate of the Aiimcdabad) 

Poj>nluti()n :—-lU,otJt) 

Itevenuc : -Neaily Its. 9,O0,0O0 
Salute in guns :—9 

Morvi —U. 11. Maharaja Sliri Laklidhirji 
Waghji, G.Ji.i:.. K.C.s.l., Maluuaja of — 
l>ate ot birth :—Jtlth December 1S7() 
j i>ale of succession :—litli Juno I'.LC 
‘ Area in hq. miles ;—822 exi Inding the 
area of Adboi IMalud situated iii the 
eutch Peninsula U'iiieli is about .bO 
1 S(|. miles 

Po])ulation : —Ii;»o23 
Reienue :—Nearly Rs. 50 lacs 
, Salute in guns : 11 

; Nawanagar—Lt.-l.’oloncl llis llighncss 
IMabaiaja Jam Shri Sir Dievijoysiiihji 
Hanjitsiiihii Jadeja, (i.c.i.i:., K.o.s.i., 
A.D.c., Mahal aja .lam Sahib of— 
! Date of birth :—1st Septmuber 1895 
, Date of succession ;—2nd April 1933 
! Area in square miles ;—3,791 
, I’opidalion : —J,(j'3,192 
. Annual IJevenue : —Rs. 9l\00,(X)0 nearly 
, Salute in guns 13 

: Palaiipiir—Lt.-Colonel If. II. Nawab Sir 
' Talcy Muhammad j\liau Bahadur, 
G.(M.E., K.c.v.o., Nawab of — 

Date ol birth ; —7th July 1883 
Date of succession ;—2Sth Sept. 1918 
Area in Sq. miles :—1774*01 
Population 265,421 
Revenue : —Rs. 11,61,987 
palate in guns 13 

Palitana— II. If. Thakor Saheb Shri 
Rahadursinhji Mansinhji, K.c.i.E., 
Thakor Saheb of— 

Date of birth 3rd April 1900 
Date of BucccBsion :~29th August 1905 
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Area in Sq. iniloB :—28S’S 
rojnilalion : 37,11’!) 
liovcMiiu! :—J(•,.).'»('''•!) nearly 
t>:ihilo in i'liiis ;—D 

Porbandar-II. Pf. .Alnharaja Sliri Sii 
Narw.'irsiji hji I5h;}\sin liji, K.c.S.J.. 
Alaiiaraja Kana Saheh of— 

Date of birth : :K)lh .lime lb''! 

l)ate of BiiceoRsion :—Itt'.li Dceeniber lOU!:: 

Aiea ill hij. miles ; — 

I’ooulation :—1,13,711 
Ileveniie : nearly Ks. L’(),(K),000 
Salr.te in guns 13 

Kadhaupur—M. 11. Nawab Siilieb Alnrtazi 
Kliaii .loiou arklian, Daiii Ihihadiu 
Niiwab of — 

Dale of birth : loth. Ocl, ISbO 
Date of siieeession ; 7th Ainil ITil? 

Area in square miles ;—1,13U 
I’oimlation : —7U,33() 

Ih'venue : —I’s. y,7H!,()('0 
Salute in guns 11 

llajkot IT. 11. ’Ibakor Saheh Shri 
1 biarmemli-asiniiji, ’1 hah or Sahel) (.)i 
(died on lltli. .1 nne !!•!' >) 

])ate oi birth ; —!th Alai. h hdb) 

J)ate (*f sue;cssion :—dlst Ajuil Ih.ll 
Area in Sq. miles ;—dS3 
ropulation :--7>,31(t 
1 u'v(Mme:—11 s. 1J.3* i,i h i>J nearly 
Salute in [inns : - b 

Wadhivan—11. 11. ddialvor Saheh Shii 

.lorav>arHin]i]i Jasvatsinhji, Thakor 
Sahel) or — 

Date of bii-th '23rd .Tidy ISbb 

Date of sueeession ; —23rd February 1218 

Area in square miles : 2I2'G 

roj>ulalion : 37,2 lb 

Jvevenue Ks. (.),!)3,0()0 nearly 

Salute in guns ; 1) 

Wankaiicr—Captain 11. 11. Alaharana 

Shri Sir Amarsiidiii llanesinhji, 
K.O.I.K., Maharaja llaj Sahel) of— 

Date of birth : dth .lanuary 1S70 
Date ot suee.ession 12ih .Tune 1881 
Area in square mil(*s :—117 
I’opiihition : —3b,(S21 
lievenuc : Hs. 7,2;i,t)tX) nearly 
Salute in guns 2 

Indian States (withoat Salutes) 

Baluchistan Stale 

Las Bela :—Alir Crhulam Aluhammed 
Khan, .Tam of— 

Date of birth—J )eceml)Oi' 1S93 
Date of sueeession—March 1921 
Area in sq. miles 7,132 
Po])ulation —3U,b!)G 
Kevenne—Its. 3,78,003 nearly 

Bihar <& Orissa States 
Athgarb—Raja Srikaran Radhanath 
Bebarta Ratnaik, Raja of — 


VNNUAL REGISTER 

I Date of birth-2Sth November 1009 
I D.ate of smvession—22nd .Tune 1918 
! Area in .square miles—IbS 
i ropulation 12,.331 
. i Revenue Rs. 1,8! 1,0X3 nearly 
, ' Athinallik Raja Ki.shor Chandra Deo 
I Samania, llaja of— 
j l>ale of Ihrtli : Ibth November 19')| 

1 I Dale of Suc'-ession did iNovember 1918 
’ Area in scpiare miles : 739 

; I’ojndalion : - 39,719 
‘ Ke\enne Rs. 1,81,990 nearly. 

Bamra- Ilaja Uluuiugaiiga Tribbiiban Deb, 
Raja of 

l)atc of birtli : 23th IX'hniary T.U 1 
Date of sueeession 1st .fannary 1929 
Aieu in sipiaie miles ; 1, 988 

1 opulation ; - 1 il 1,721 
Revenue : - Rs. 5,81,990 uearly 

Baraniha—R.aja Nnrnyan Cduuidra Birbar 
M.oieraj Ahaliapnt ra, Raja of — 

Dale ol ))irth h i;h .laimai'y 1911 
Date oi suce<"->don : Joib \iigust 1922 
Aiea in sipian; m’hs : 131 

■ ]’i)]i'.!la'iuu :—.'18,b:i') 

Rex'enue : - ils. 1.(tili('() iM'ail'i 

Pau-.J Raja .Naiaynn I’lasad Deo of — 

; Dale of 1)1 nil :—Mth ?.laicdi Rf'l 
' Date of succes'-ioi) ;—19th dlareh F'hl 
, Area o.f State in s<j. miles :—1 2b 1 
' Ropulation ;—12 1,111 
' Revenue:—Rs. 2,f-3<i'>9 nearly 
j Boaai-Raja India D-e.) Raja of— 

Date ol hirih : bib .laniiaiy 188) 

J>ate of sueeession ;-19l!i FiRniary 1992 
Anal ill square miles : 1,29b 

Ri)]iulal ion :--b8 178 
Revenue: Rs. 2,3b,99() lu'aily 

Da'^pallii—Raja fCishore Chandra Deo 
Rhanj. Ruh'r ol — 

Date of birth :—lb:h Ai)ril 1998 
Dale of suecefc.sion :—Dili J)eeembcr J!R3 
Area in Sq. miles :—31*8 
Ropulation ; - 1-3 192 
Reveuu(‘ : — Rr l,ll9'Kj nearly 
Dhoakanal Raja Sankara Rratap 
Malu'iidra Rahadur Raja of 
I>a(e of birth—3tli November 199f 
l>ale of Bimeession :—KUh Oetoher 1918 
Aiea in square miles :—1,F>'> 

1’opulation of State : 2,33,b91 

Revenue :—Rs. 3,13,9tK9 neaily 
Gaiiffpur—Raja Rhawani Shankar Sekhar 
Date of birth :-l 1th Alay 1898 
J)ale of sueeession :--19th .luiic 1917 
Area in sipiare miles :—2,192 
Population 3,09,271 
Revenue :—l^s. b,7b,900 nearly, 
llindol -Raja Rahadur Naha Ivislior 
Chandra Singh Mardraj .lagadel), 
M.u.A.y., F.ii.H.A.j Raja of— 
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Date of birth lltli Jnno 1891 

Date of succession :—10tli February 1906 
Area in square miles :—‘JTJ 
I’opulation 48,806 
Revenue :—1,45,000 

Keonjhar-Faja Shri Balabhndra Narayan 
lihanj Deo, Chief of— 

Date of l)irtli : —OGth December 1005 
Date of succession lOlh Auf^ust 1926 
Area :—ibl? Square miles 
ropulalion 609 

Cross Ihivenue ;—15'05 lakhs 
Khandpara Itaja llaribar Siujib, Mardraj 
Bhratuarbar Ray, Raja of— 

I>ate of birth :—2Gth Aueust 1911 
Date of succession :—26th December 1922 
Area in Sq miles ;—211 
ro])ulation;—61.289 
Revenue :—Rh. 1 22,000 
Kluu’sawan—Raja Sriram Chandra Sin^h 
Dnte of l)ii’th ;—llh July 1802 
Dale of succ<'ssion '.— 6th Feb. 1902 
Area in square miles ; —157 
Ro)>ulalion 11,805 
Revenue: Rs 1,18 000 nearly 
Narsinpjhpiii—lOiia Aiianta Narayan 

Mansin^'h Hc.richandau Mahapatra, 
Dale of birlh—Olh Sep. 10(-8 
D:ite of succession :—5lli July 1021 
Ar('a in sq. miles ; 109 

I’oluilation : OJ,* n i2 
Revenue : — Rs. hJihOOO neaily 
Nayattarli—R;0,a Kiishua Chandra S np.h 
alamlhatn, haja ol - 
Date of biilh ;—15th AueustlOll 
Dal(' of siu-cession ; Tih Dee. lOJS 
Ar('a ill Sq. miles 500 
I’opulalion :-l 22,812 
lh‘V('uue Rs. 9,50,ooo nearly 

—Raja Kishor Ciiandra INIardraj 
1 lai iehandan, Raja of ~ 

]).i(e of liirth 2nd J'ehruary lOt'il 
J)ate of sueeession - (illi July 1013 
Area in sq. mih'S -2b’l 
Ro]!!!! at ion —65,222 
Revenue--Rs. 1,02,000 nearly 

Pal Lahara—Raja Miini T’al, Raja of— 

Date of birth : 26tli November 1003 

Dale suecTssion :—18th April lOlii 

Area in Sq. miles :—452 

J’opulation : -23.780 

Revenue Rs. 75,Ot:0 nearly 

Rairakhol—Raja Rir Chandra Jadumani 

Date of birth 1801 

Date of succession : 3rd July 190G 

Area in Sq. miles ;—833 

Roimlatioii : 31,225 

Reveiiuc ; —Rs. 75,000 nearly 

Raupiir—Raja Rirbar Krishna Chandra 
Mabapalra, Raja of— 

Date of birth -.—About 1877 


[ Date of fiuceesflion :—12th July 1699 
Area in Sq. miles 203 
I I^opulation :—4 0282 
Itcvenue Jts. 65,(W 

Scraikella—Maharaja Udit Narayan Singh 
Deo. Raj.a of— 

Date of birth 15 h Jannary 1819 
J)atc of suc(*cssion :—25th Nov. 1883 
Area in Sq. miles :—419 
Ropcdalion 1.15.102 
Revenue : -Rs. 4,18,000 nearly 
Talcher -Raja Kishor Chandra Birbar 
llarichan'hin, Raja of— 

Date of hirlli :—0th June 1880 
Dale of succession :- -18th Dec. 1891 
Area in square miles :—300 
J’opniatioii 60,7(t2 
Revenue :—Ks. 8,07,068 nearly 

MaratJia States — {Bombo}/ Presu) 

Akalkot SMeheihan Shrimant Vijayasinh 
Falehsingh, Raja Bhonsle, Raja of— 
Date of birth : 13th Decc'raher 1015 
Date of sueeession 4th Aju'il 1023 
Area in sep miles : -408 
Ropii lilt ion 02,6(55 
Ihacmie :—Rs 7,58,tCi0 nearly 

Aundli—5Ieliarban Rhavaniao alias Bala 
Sahib, Rant j‘i at inidhi of— 

Date of biith 21lli October hS6S 
I)atc of sueeession Ith Nov. 1000 
Area iu sq. miles :—501 
Ropidalion ;—6 f.56() 

Re\enue : Rs. J,50,r)00 nearly 

Phaltan Alajor Raja Shrimant iMaloji- 
ra.o l\!udhojiiao alias Nana Saheb 
Naik Niml)alkar, lOij.i of— 

Date of birth :~llth S('ptcml)or hSOO 
Date of succession :—17th toclober 1016 
Area in svp miles :—307 
Ropnlation ;—58 761 
Re\enue : -Us. 8,56,000 nearly 

Jath—1 iii'iitennnt Raja Shrimant 

Vijaysinghiao Ramrao Datic, Raja of— 
Date ol birth : —3ist July 10o9 
Date of succession :—11th August 1028 
Area in square mih's : 081 

J’opulation : 91009 

Revenue Rs. J,21,000 
Janikhaiuli !Meherban Sbankaiiao 
Rarashramrao alias Aiq)asaheb 
Ratwardhan, Raja Saheh of— 

Date of birtli :—5th Norember 19()6 
Ihite of succession :—25th February 192-1 
Area in sc^. miles—524 
Ropnlation 1,11,282 
Revenue :—Rs. 10,06,715 
Kuriiiulwad(Sr) —INIelierban Chintamanrno 
Blialchaiidrarao alias Balasalieb 
ratwardiian, Chief of— 

Date of birth 13th February 1921 
Date of sueeession—10th September 1927 
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Area in sq. miles—182’r) 

Topula tion — 38.76i ) 

Bevemie—Ks. 3 70,000 nearly 

Kurundwad (Jr) —Melierban Madliavrao 
Gan}»atrao alias lihausaheb I’atwar- 
djniii, (3iief of— 

Date of birtli Gth December 1875 
Date of succession :—80th July 1800 
Area in square miles :—114 
I’ojmlatioii : 31,888 

He\ e 11 u e : — Rs. 8 88,000 ii carly 
Miraj (Sr)—Narayanrao (4an,!;adharrao 
alias Tatyasaheb ratwardlian. Chief of— 
Date of birth : 4»th Sept. 1808 
Dale of succession IJOi Dee. 1030 
Area in square miles 312 
roimlation : - 03,038 
Eevenue Rs. 4,41.0(_XJ nearly 

Miraj (Jr)-- Melierban Sir Madhavrao 
ilarihar alias l>aba Saheb I’atvvardhan, 
K.(M E., Itaja of— 

Date of birth ;—4 th. March 1880 

Date of succession : —10th December 1800 

Area in square miles : -100.^ 

iVipulation : 40 080 

Revenue : —Rs. 3,08,515 nearly 

Kanulurg-INIchm ban Ranirao Venkatrao 
alias Rao Saheb Bha\e, Chief of — 

J)ate of bulh : -10th Sej)tembcr 1805 
Date of succession ;—3()th Ajuil 1007 
Area in s(j. miles : —100 
l\)]>ulalion : —33),007 
Revenue : —Rs. 2,00,IK)0 nearly 
Savamir Ca])tain Meheiliau Abdul Majid 
Khan, Diler Jang Bahadur, Nawab 
of - 

Date of birtli :—7th October 1800 
Date of succession ;—3>(ith January 1803 
Area in sq. miles :—70 
I*oi)ulation 10 83)0 
Revenue :—Rs, 1,00,000 nearly 

MaJii-Kaiilha Sfaica 

Ghodaear :—Thakor Hhri Fatehsinliji 
Ralausinhji Dabhi J'hakor Saheb of— 
Date of birth :~-7th August, 1000 
Date of succession 31st May, 1030 
Area in sq. miles -10 
Ropulation ;—0708 
Revenue :—Rs. 51,000 

Ilol Thakor Bluvsinhji, Thakor of — 

Date of birth —31st December lOlO 
Date of snecession : -18th (October 1927 
Area in Bq. miles : —19 
IVipulation : -3,340 
Revenue :—Rs. 41,0(X) nearly 
Katosan—Thakor Takhatsinhji Kaian- 
sinhji, Thakor of— 

Date of birth:—0th December 1870 
Date of succession January 1901 
Area in sq. miles ;—10 
Ropulation :--4,818 


Revenue Rs. 51,000 nearly 

Khadal —Bardar Bhri Fatehsinliji Raisinh- 
ji, q’hakor Sliri of— 

J)alc of birth 1800 
Date of succession ; -7th Fch. 1012 
Area in sq miles ; —8 
rojudalion : 2;)Ur> 

Revenue Nearly Rs. t35,000 
Malpur —Ilaolji Bhri Gambhirsinliji 
llimatsinhji, 

Date of birth :—Li7(h October 1014 
Date of suceession 3rd June 1023 
Area in sq. miles : 07 
]‘o]mlation ; -10,25] 

Revenue : —Rs. (35,000 nearly 
Petliapiir — Jluikor I'atehsinJiji Gainbhir- 
sinhji, Jliakor of— 

Date of birth--3rd October 1805 
Date of suceession—J80() 

Area in sq. miles -11 

Ropulation— 3,03S 

Itevcniie : —Rs, 31,000 nearly 

Sudasana —3'iiakor Rratliisinhji, Thakor of. 
Dale of )>ir(h- 2 llh August i8vSl 
Date of Buecession—0th March 1900 
Area in sq. miles—32 
l’o])ulation 5.077 
Reiennc Rs. 32,i 00 nearly 

Varsoila—Thakor Joravaisiuhji, Thakor of, 

Date of birtli :—i7th Apiil i0i4 

Date of succession : —i8th July lOiO 

Area in si], miles:—it 

Rojiulation :—3,421 

Revenue :—Rs. 33,000 nearly 

Vijayanagar — Rao Bhri llamir- sinhji, 

Dale of birth :—:’id January lOU-t 
Date of Buecession ;—27th J\inc iOlG 
Area in scj. miles : —135 
Ropulation :— 12 ,oou (apjirox) 
lie venue : -Rs. i.uo,uou nearly 

Rat'd Kanthd Stutcs 

Bhadarwa—Bhrimant JJiukur Balieh Blirce 
Natvarsinghji Ranjiisinhji Thakor of - 
Date of birth;—10th November 1003 
Date of succession :—2t)th April 1035 
Area in sq. miles 27 
Roi>ulatioii : -11,048 
Keicnuc :—Rs. 1,14,000 nearly 

Choraiigla-Thakor Chhatrasinhji Ram- 

sinhji. Thakor of— 

Date of birth :—9th June 1880 
Date of suceession :—5tli March 1881 
Area in sq. miles IG 
Ropulation :—2,045 
Revenue :—]ls. 31.000 nearly 
Janibuglioda—Meherban Rana Bhri 
Ranjitsinhji Gambhirsiliji, Thakore 
Baheb of—Jkirmar RajiuR. He enjoya 
full Civil and Criminal powers. 

Date of birth :—4th January 1892 
Date of BUCcesBion 27fch Bep. I9i7 
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Area :—143 square miles 

Population—1 i,‘3S5 

Revenue Rs. 1 42,000/- 

Kadana Rana Shri ChliatT-asalji, "I'lialcor o 

Date of l)irth—28t]i January 

Date of RueecHsion — iJtli April 

Area in square miles—J3(J 

Population ir>,370 

Revenue :—Rs. I,.32,o0u nearly 

Mandwa—Rana KliuBalsinliji Sajansinliji, 
q'hakoi' of — 

Dale of birth -1 1)1 I 
Date of sucression :—nUi January 11)15 
Area in square miles :— 1 (J ‘.>0 
Ik>])ulalion 0,74? 

Revenue : Rs. 80,000 nearly. 

Nasvadi—Thakor Raniitsiiihji, Thakor of - 
I)al(' of birth : - 2 tth M.'ireh IHoO 
Date of BiKTCssion :—l.'hh Sep{eml)er 1927 
Area in square miles ID'.J) 

Poinilation ;—4,107 

Revenue Its. 33,000 nearly 

Palasni -Thakor Indarsinhji, Thakor of— 

Date of birth Kith Aii^oist iss.i 

l)ate of su(‘ression : - 3 th r.Iay 1907 

Area in s(piaro inile.s ; J 2 

Population l.70i 

Revenue Rs. 22,000 noaily 

Sanjeli qjiakor l’ushi)asinh.ii J'ratap- 
Hinhji. Thakor of— 

Date of birth ; llth December 1802 
Date of successi(ui ;—10 )2 
Area in scpiare miles :—31 
J'opulation :—(l,si 4 
Revenue : - Rs. 82,000 nearly 
Sihora -IJiukor Mansinlijee Xaransinhjee, 
q’hakor of— 

Date of birth 4th November 19 l7 
Date of suceession —i!ith .June 1928 
A<ea—18 sq. miles (approx) 

IVpulation 3000 'ai>i»rox) 

Re\cnue Hs. 3(1,000 

Uchad—Thakor Mahomadmia Jitabawa, 
Thakor of- 

Date of birth—tOth October 1893 
Date of succession—24th June 1915 
Area in square miles—8.50 
Population — 2,330 
Revenue :—Rs. 41,000 nearly 
Umetlia—J'hnkor Ramsinhji Raisinhji, 

Padhiar. Jhakor of— 

Date of birth—19th August 1894 
Date of suceession JsL July 1922 
Area in sq. miles—24 
I’opulation— 5,355 
Revenue Rs. 73,000 nearly 

Central India States 
Alipura-“Rao Harpal Sinf;h, Kao of— 
Date of birth :—l2th Aii|j,ust 1882 
Date of BucccBBion March 1922 


Area in sq. miles 73 

I'opnlation : 14,580 

Revenue :—Rs. 70,000 nearly 

Bakhtffarh Thakur Rai Sini^h, TJiakur of. 

Dale of birth :—3rd Detoher 1889 

Date of succession - ' uth May 19l2 

Area in sq. miles—Otl 

]V)j>ulatiou —10. id 4 

Revenue—Rs. 74,000 ncaily 

i Garauli -Diwan P>ahadur (Jiandrabhan 
j f^in^h. (diief uf— 

I I>ale of birth- 2nd Apidl 4883 
! Dale of succession—2'dh Dec. 1883 
I Area in sq. miles—31 
I ]'opulalion—4,905 
j Kevenue—Rs, 30.0o0 nearly 
1 Johat - Rana Rhim Siiuili. Rana of— 

; Jkile of hiith : —K'th November 1915 
! Date of Bueeession 25lh May I9l7 
. Ar(‘a in sq. miles :—130 
! Kopulation :—18,290 
I Revenue :—Ks. ],U8,000 
I Kachhi Baroda—Thakur Peni Madho 
; b'Uiph, qhakur of— 

' Date of ))irlh :—4lh October 19!''4 
' Dal(! of siiccc.^siun :—i3tli June 1900 
Ai(‘a ill stp miles 34.53 
I Koi'ulation :—7,455 
■ Re\enue;—Ks. 55,000 nearly 

. Kathiwara—Kana dbakur Sahib 
1 ()iikai siiibji, Kana of— 

Date of birth :—5lh December 1891 
i)ate of succession 8th June 1903 
Area in sq. miles :—7o 
J'oiuilation :—0090 
Kevenue : Ks. .^4,8^0 

Kothi—Raja Kahadur Fiitararaan Pratap 
Rahadur Sin^h, Kaia of— 

Date, of birth :—20th July 1892 
] )ate of siiecession ; —8th. August 1914 
j Area 109 scjuare miles 
I Popnhilion :—20,087 
I Revenue :—Rs 7(.>,000 nearly 

Kurwai—Nawah iSarv ar Ali Khan, Nawab 
Date of hirlh :—1st December 1901 
Date of succession ;—2 ih1 October 1906 
Area in scpiare miles ;—142 
Po]>ulation :—19,851 
Revenue Rs. 2,04,000 nearly 

Mola Barkhera -Bhnmia Naiii 8ingh, 
Rliiimia ol— 

Date of birth :-7th November 1907 
Date of suceession 4th June 1912 
Area in square miles :—39 
I’oimhUion :—4,782 
Revenue :—Rs. 53,000 nearly 
Mullhan—I )harmalankar, Dharm-bhiishan, 
Dharm-Divaker, Bhreeman Mabarai 
Rharat l^iuhji t^ahib, Chief of— 

Dale of birth 1893 

Date of euceeseion 26th August 1901 
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Area in square miles ]00 f Central Provinces States 


Population : —11,801. 

Revenue Over Ks. 1,00,000 

Nimkhera—Bhiimia Gan{^a Sinj^h, Bhurnia 

Date of Birth lOll 

Date of succession :-~ii7th Marcih 1922 

Area in sq. miles :—90 

Population ; -o.O.OS 

Revenue ;—Rs. 02,000 nearly 

Paldeo-Chaubey Hhiva Parsad, Jaftirdar 
of— 

Date of birth :—1st March 1908 
Date of succession 3rd Oct. 192.3 

Area in sq. miles r>3.l4 

Population 9,03S 
Revenue :—Rs. 00,000 nearly 

Plploda—Rawat Manj^al Sinf;h, Rawat of 
Date of birth :-7th ^September LS93 
Date of succession ;—5th Nov. I9l9 
Area in sq. miles ;—35 
Poi)ulation O.VOG 
Revenue Rs. 1,14,000 nearly 

Rataiimal -Thakur Dasrath Bin^h, Thakur 

Date of birth :--]S94 

J'ate of succession :—29tli A})iil lS99 

Area in sq. miles 32 

l^opulation : -1.790 

Revenue Rs. 3S,000 nearly 

Sadakheri (Sheogarh)—Thakur Rai Bing,h, 
Thakur of— 

Date of birth :—l,S;)7 

Date of succession 8th .\i)ril 1920 

Area in sep miles :—00 

Pojuilation : —5,043 

Revenue :—Rs. 42,uoo nearly 

Sarila - Raja IMahipal Sinph. Raja of— 
Date of Buecessioii : -llth Bep. 1898 
Area in sq. miles :—35.28 
Population :—0,081 
Revenue Rs. l,OU,oOO nearly 
Sarwan—Thakur Maheudra Binph, 

Date of birtli 6th November i909 
Date of succession : - 23 rd Apiil l92i 
Area in sq. miles 7l 
Population—7,199 
Revenue—Nearly R,b. 60 000 

Sohawal— Raja Bhapwat Raj Bahadur 
Binph, C.I.K., Raja oi— 

Date of birth—7th August 1878 
Date of succession—23rd Nov. 1899 
Area in sq. miles—213 
Population — 38,07 8 
Revenue—Rs. 1 04,000 nearly 

Tori Fatohpur—Rao Bahadur Diwan 

Arjun Bingh, .Tagirdar of— 

Date of birth—1870 

Date of succession—7th Feb. 1880 

Area in sq. miles—36 

Population—6 580 

Revenue—Ra. 40,000 nearly 


Bastar State -Maharaja Pravir Chandra 
Deo (Minor) 

Date of birth 2r)th June 1929 

])ate of succession 28th February 1930 

Area in sq. miles :—13,725 

Population 5,24,721 

Revenue;—Rs. 10,(“>5,164 

Chlmikliadan—Mahant Bhudhar Kishore 
Das. of— 

Jhite of birth;—April 1R91 

Date of succession ;—3;)th Bept. 1903 

Area in sq. miles ; 154 

Population ;—26,!4L 

Revenue ;—Rs. 1,22,000 nearly 

Jashpiir -Itaja Deo Saran Singh Deo, 

Date of birth ;—]9tli November l8t)3 

Date of succession ;—3rd ,Tan nary 1924 

Area in sq. miles ;—],9()3 

Population ; — ] .54,i56 

R.evcmie ;—Rs. .3 67.000 

Ranker—Maliarajadhiraj B}iauu])ratap 
Deo, Chief of — 

Dale of birtli ;—J7lh Beptember 1922 
J)ate of succession ; -8th January J925 
Area in sq. miles ;—1429 
hopulalioii : 1,22,928 

Revenue ; Ivs. 3,8S,()uO 

Kawardlia—'riiakur Dharmraj Biiigh, 

Chief of - 

r)atc of birth : —isth August. I910 
Dale of siiccessinii ;—4t,h I'chriiary 1920 
Area in sep miles ; 825 

Population ;—72820 
Revenue;—lis. 2,93,175 neaily 
KhairagaiTi Raja Ihrcndra Bahadur 
Bingh, Kaja of 

Date ol birth ;—ylli November 1914 
bate successioii ; ”2::iul (October 1918 
Area in sq. miles ; - 93 1 
Po])ulatioM ;—157,409 
Revenue -Rs. 5,Bo,uou nearly 

i Korea—Raja Jlamaniij 1’ratal) Biugli Deo, 
j Raja ol — 

Date of birth ;—8th December 1931 
Date of succLSsion November 1909 
Area in sq. miles :—J,647 
Population ;~90,5 0 
i Revenue : -Rs. 7,00,199 
i Mukrai—Raja Drigpal Bhah llathiya Rai, 
i Raja of— 

j Date of birth ;— 24t.h Beptember 1904 
Date of sueccssioii 3oth (October 1918 
Area in sq. miles :—155 
Population ; — 12,8o3 
Revenue;—Rs. 2,01 000 nearly 
Nandgaon—Mahan t Barveshvvar Das, of— 
Date of birth ;—3Utli JMarch 19 l 6 
Date of Bucecssion —24lh June 1813 
Area in sq. miles—871 
Population—1,47,919 
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Revenue—R r. 7,91,000 
Raigarh—linja Chakradhar Singli, Raja cf 
Rate of birth—JOUi August lt)05 
l>aLe of Ruc-cessiau—I'rjnl August lOL’-l 
An^a in sq, miles —i,4"''0 
I Vtpulaliou—U,!! ,r»'i4 
Ihiveuue—U h. (“),4(;,()00 nearly 
Sakli --Kai:i Liladliar Singh, Raja of— 
jJale of biilh —:;id Foluaiary IS'Oii 
Dale of RiiecoKsion 4lh July 1911 
Area in sq miles —i.'ls 
Rogulalioii —-lljoHo 
Reveniio —IR. j,gu,uun neaily 
Saraagarh—liaja Ilaluidur Jawahir Singh, 
llaja of — 

T>afe of birth—‘h'd Uoeember ISSS 
Date of siiecessiou 5tli August 1890 
Area in sq. nuh's—aqo 
Rojadat ion—i. i7,7m 1 
Itevi'iine ID. o,il,oo0 nearly 
Surg'jja-—Maharaja Kamanuj Saran 
SiUL'h beo, ('.n.E., Maharaja of - 
Rale of bii'lh 1th Xovember I.SM 
Idile of smaaasion .'iisl, Dcfember 1917 
yVrea in sig miles c, or),> 
ropulation - 8 17,foil 
hevenue - ID. OJI.OOO nearly 
Udaiimr—Raja C’handra CMiur I’rasad 
Singh Reo, Raja of— 

Rate of birth Pth .lune 

Rate of siuaa-ssion sth December 19J7 

Area in r(|. mih's—1,002 

Ropulation 7J,l24 

Revenue -ID, 9 lL',%0 

Otr<jli()r Ju'siJcnci^ 

Khaniadhaiia—Raja Kiialiui Singh, Rao of 
l>atcof birtli—2(;ih November 1N92 
Date of succession -1st November 1909 
.Area in sq. mih's 0^ 

Rojuilation - I4,(;i'9 
Ri'veuue -ID. 29,000 nearly 

Afadrutt 

Saudur—Raja Srimant ADsInvantba Rao 
Anna Saheb, Rao Sahib, Hindu Ifao 
(Rioiaqiade, i\lainluka(madar Senanati. 
Raja of— 

Date of Inrth—! nth November 1908 
Date of Buccesston -5th Tsiay 192B 
Ari'a ill b(]. miles—107 
Ropulation '1J,<;81 
Revenue ~Rs. 2,03,000 nearly 
Punjab States 

Dujana Jalal-iid-Daula Nawab Mohammad 
Jqliiiar Ali Khan, Bahadur, Mus- 
taqil-i-Jan, Nawal) of — 

Date of birth—2Uth Nov. I9i2 
Date of succession—21st July J92o 
Area in sci. miles— JOO 
Ropulation—25,8 83 
Revenue-Rs. 1,(35,000 nearly 


Kalsia-Raja Ravi Sher Singh Sahib 
Bahadur, Raja Sahib, of— 

Date of birth -3Ut}i Octolier 1902 
Date of siicc.pBsion--25th July 1908 
Dale of iiivoslil.,iro with ) gtj, April l»22 
lull rilling powers ; j ^ 

Area in sq. miles—l9j 

1‘opulatioii— ry.tsiS 

Revenue—Nearly Rs. 3,50.000/- 

Pataiidi—Nawab Muhammad Iftikar Ali 
Khan, Bahadur. Nawal) of— 

Date of birth—i7th March 1910 
Date of successbiii—ouih Nov. 1917 
Area iii sq. miles —53 
Roiudatioii— 18,097 
Revenue—Rs. l,lo,000 neaily 

Simla Hill States 

Baghal—Raja Snrendra Singh, Raja of— 
Dale of birth-14th i\larch 19J9 
Date oi suc'TSsion—J3th Oct. 1922 
Area m sq. miles— L24 
Ropulation—25,t 99 
itevenuc—j'D. J,ut>,0j0 neaily. 

liaghat—Raja Riirga Singh, Raja of— 

I.‘aie of iiirih—l.ltii Sept. 1901 

J>.:te of Ruccessio't—;i0Lh Dec. Rjll 

Aica iu sq. miles - 3(3 

Rojinlatioii —‘•,595 

Revenue—Rs. 1,](:,000 nearly. 

B'lajji—Raiia Birjui], Rana of— 

Date of birtli—i9th Apiil 1900 
Jialc of sui-etssi-.u -iiilx Jday 19i3 
Area in sq. miles —tJO 
]\)puhilion—, 4,2(33 
iD'Vcnuc—I'D. 99,010 neaily. 

JuMial—Rana Rhagat Chandra Bahadur, 
K c.s.i.. Raja oi — 

Date of biith —i2th Oct, 1888 
Date of Buceession—29Lh April I 910 
Area in sq. miles—298 
J’o'pulation— 2 ?,! 24 
Revenue —ID. 8,.50,000 nearly. 

Kconthal—Raja Ileinendar Sen Raja of — 

Date of birth— 2lst January 1905 

Date of Huceessioa—2iid Feb. 191(3 

Area in sq. JMiles —li(3 

Ropulation- 25,599 

Revenue —ils. 1,30,0.0 nearly. 

Kuinharsaiii —Rana Vidyadhar Singh, 

Date of birth—1S95 

Dale of siiecession—24th August 1914 

Area iu sq. miles-97 

Ropulation—] 2,227 

Revenue—Rs. 75,' 00 nearly. 

Nalagarh—Raja Jogindra Singh, Raia of— 

Date of birth—]870 

Date of siiceession—18tb Sept. i91i 

Area in sq. Miles—250 

Population—4'),8(38 

Revenue—R b. 2,71,000 nearly. 
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Tiroch—Thakiir Surat Siii^z;]!, ol— 

Date of birth—4l.li July JSK7 
Date of fiuccossioti—l4ih July U)02 
Area in Kq. miles— 75 
l’ 0 )>ulatiou—4,211) 

Revenue—Rs. l.liO.OOO nearly 

Western luiUa States 

Bajana— Malek Sliri Kainalkhau 
Jivjmkhan, Chief of— 

Dale of birtli—(ith Jfeeeniber Jl)07 
J)ate of sueceKsion L'nd February 1920 
Area in sq. miles—if'Tj’lJ 
J’opulation—11,S94 
Revenue -Its. :J,7'J,000 

Bantwa-Maiuivadar - Habi (Jhnlam 
iMoyuddinkhaiiji Fatehdinkhanji, 

Chief of-' 

Dale of birih—22nd December 1911 
J)atc of succession —October DJl.s 
Area in sq. miles —22J'S 
I’opuhilion —14,9*4 
Reveniie—Ks. 5,40,ooo nearly 

Chwda—Thakor Shri Dahadursinhii 
Joravaisinhii, Thakur ol — 

Date of birili—r:;ird Ai>iil 19 9 
Date of succession 2. th January 1921 
Area in sep miles—78‘2 
Po|uilalion —1 

Revenue—Rs. 2,ll.0J0 nearly 

Jusdan—Darbar Sliiee Ala IChacbar, 

(diief of 

Date of birth--itli November 1915 
Date of succession — 1 1 th .l.nu' lino 
Area in sq. miles—29ii 
I’opulalion :i(> > 3 ' 

Revenue— Rs. (loo.OOJ neaily 
Kotda-Sangani —Tleakur Slni llimatsMibji 
Date of birth—l7lh Seiaember !S 02 
Date of siieccssion J7tii Juiio 1913 
Area in sq. miles—90 
Population 9,2:i9 
Revenue— Rs. ], '0,001 nearly 
Lakhtar —Thakore S:ih(>b Sltri Palavir- 
sinhji, Karansinhji, Thakor Saheb of— 
Date of birth—lith Januury IsM 
Date of Riieeession—Mh August 1924 
Area in sq. miles —247’Ids 
Population—21,123 
Revenue— Rs. 4,49,010 
Lathi —Thakore Hahch Shri Pralhadsinhji, 
Thakor of— 

Date of birth—.31 Bt Maivdi l9!2 
Date of sueeession—14th October 1918 
Area in sq. miles—41'8 
P 0 ]) u 1 a t i 0 n — M .3. > 

Revenue—R h. i,hG,O00 

Malia—Thakor Shri Raisinhji Modji, 

Date ol birth —14th February i8c8 
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Date of sueeesion—20lh October 1907 
Area in sq. miles -103 
Poj )n lation — 12,HilO 
Rc’enue—Rs, 3,02,000 

Muli —jrarichandrasinhji, of— 
Dale of birth —luih July 1899 
Date of succession— 3 rd December 1905 
Area in sq. niih'S—i;j,}.2 
[ Roiuilalion —1(;,3:)0 
I Kevenue Rs. J,57,0.0 nearly 

[ Palfli De.sai Sliri R;ic'luivirsinbii, of 
i Dale of birth—Mb January 191'1) 

' f)ate oi succession—i.Mh October 1928 
A tea in sip mih’S —39.4 
; 1 * 0 ]mbit ion—2,.>08 
I Revenue —IiS. 1,11,000 nearly 

' Rajpur C'liandra^inliii alaiisinhji, of 
Date of birth —i.sth ()c(,ober I9i0 
Date of sncce^eion— st Ai>ril J0i8 
Area in stj. miles—22 8 
ropulation - 2,2.»2 
]»’e-.('Hue —Rs, iS7,o'.0 nearly 

Sa>la -d’hakoM' Saheb Shri eladarsiidqi, 
VakiuiO milji, Dd.m’c SahC) of— 

Dati' of l)i:lh jsth Hay isos 
jtate of sncccssi.m 2.M!i Jan. 1924 
Aiea in sq. mdcs - 222.1 
Popuhiiion 

Re\ennf—I’.s. 2,.'i: o9 nearly. 

Thaua Pevli--1 >;n bar Shri Yala Amra 
DaMna.u, Chief of— 

Date (.! lui ih—ssth No\oniher 180.3 
Date (-1 siic-cssufu — IJth <)cl,. 1922 
Area in sip mih's—ttl'2l 
1 ’opnhi! ion — j 1. 34 s 
JF venue - R,s. .3.00.0OO nearly. 

3'hara'.i—Y’aehela Idiumsinhji I >olatsinhji 

'I’hakor ot 

f)ale ol l)irth -28th .laiiu.ary 19)0 
DaU‘ of succession—19th lYl). 1221 
A lea in sq. miles !,20).\ 

Foiudal ion - .32,839 
Reienue—K's. !> 9 ^(e'() nea.i'ly. 

Vadia — 1 )arbar Slirec Snraqwala Saheb 
j Chii'f of— 

' Dale ot bii 3 h—1.3-3-19.14. 

■ ]>ale of sueeession—7th Se})t. ]93U 
.\re:i in sq. mdes—90 
Ropidafion— J37 9 
; iieienne—About 2 lacs 

j Zairmhad ;iTalek Shri Aziz Mahomed 
Khanji /ainkiianji, Talnkdar of— 

' Date of birlb -2lHt June 1917 
I Date of siKa-e.ssion —20th January 1923 
i Area in sip miles - 3o 
I Rojuilation—.3,450 
Jvevcnue—Rs. 1,200,000 nearly. 
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January 1940 

Tlio outstaudiiig feature of the montli was the speecli l^y ITis K'^eolloncy 
the Vicuroy at th i Oritsit Olul), Boinhay to end the constitutional deadlock 
in Itulia. Tlu; Viceroy’s spi^O'di was met witli a ini\'3d receiVion, while 
IMahatma Gandhi and tlie All-Jndia Congress Goniinittee found in the 
speecdi, '*a st'g) in advance” and a g'nuine iiete of sincerity for the atnolio- 
rsdion of tdie political status of India. Pandit Jawhailal Nehru, along wilh 
many others, striudv a note of ]K;ssiniisni liy slating tint tlmre appjar ul to 
])0 no chance ol a^ settleni 'iit ol the iinpassi;, though the A Uioroy s s[) lecli 
was “sweet”. The Ifindii Mahasahha, led liy Vir Savarkar, on the 
contrary, maintained 1 hat the iiduMition of the British (doveniitient with 
iv.g ird to the lilt I'oduid.ion of Dominion Status in India, as expre.ssod 
hy Lord Biidit.hguw, w’as clear and definite, ilo wms strongly sup[)orted 
by Mr. N C. Chatteriee. 

A confereneo of Congress and IMoslem League represontativos, to he 
followed hy a, round table conference in India wars suggested by Jvunwar 
Sir IValntiM] Singh of tiie Umt '.d I’roviiices as a method of solving the 
political prohl’sm and communal dil'I’erences. Tiie delegates should he 
“almoct entind)'” elected Indians wJtJiout (Excluding unreasonably rupj-esen- 
tatives ol the Britisli Cominiinily. 

Jn the House of Commons, Sir Hugh O’ Neill, in reply to the debate 
on India ontheTitli .1 amvary, indicate/1 that a conl'ereuc(') would shortly 
he held in Imlia with the object ol solving constitutional dilhculties and 
cnahliiig India, to take her place among the self-governing Dominions. 

Sir Hugh O' Neill fuither stated I.hat an inquiry, such as was proposed 
to 1)0 held into Mr. dinnah’s allegations against the Congi-ess l\linistih's 
on the minoidt > iwiuy was not in tiie interests of either party or of India 
as a whole. It would he ]»rol racti'd and wouhl emhiLter communal feeling. 

Sjx'aiong on elauso T ol the India and Burma Miscellaneous Amendment 
j>;ll, which dealt v ith the validity ul pro\ineial taxatiun, he described the 
Xmitud Ih’oviiic.i's Jimploymeut.s Tax as a “Graduated income-tax ’ and as 
siudi hc\()nd tlie jurisdiction of the jirovinues. Clause '2, prohibiting the 
imposition of sucli ta,\es in the luture, was passed. 

The Cungress eekd)i-ated the Inde])end('nee Day willi the usual cu- 
thusia,sin ; tlu're was some alteration in the C’ongress ph'dge, having 
regard to the \iows of some oppositionists. The Moslem League Leaders 
instructed their lullowers to ignor.3 tdie eidcdirations. 

Anotdiei' item of interest, in the ])ohtieal w’orld of India, was jirovided 
hy ttie diCh'renct^s between the Congress Working Committee and the 
Bengal ITovincdal Conimitteo. Bp Sarat Chandra Bose of Ihuigal was 
reiiucsted to place the case of the Id. Ik C. C. belore the Congress orking 
Committee, wdiicli finally ended in the decision of the Working Conimitteo 
to the ei'i'ect that Hie Working Comiriitte,e w'ore fully justified in the 
ajipointinent of the ad hoc committee re ; elections, and that there was no 
ajipeal agains the decision of the said committee to a rolerendum ; hut Sj. 
Boso might ajqieal to the A. C. C., if ho so liked.—A resolution was 
liassed in the B Ik C. C. recommending the boycott of the said ad hoc 
committee. 

4 
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1st. His Lxcclloiicy the Vicc'roy and IT. E. Ibc (iovc'rnor of r>oii};iil aUeiidcd the 
aimual )>ro(*lain;)l ion i):ii:uh! on thr Calciil l.a in iidan. 

i >r. Uajrndra riusad, tlu; r.i)iia,ii'srt diTvv the attention of the 

ScoH'lai y o{ ih(' l>ene:il l*i'0\ innal t\)n;^ress t'omuiit.tec to a report ajpuMirinj; in 
t!ie I'jess on i)(M*emher hi, re;::irdinu the a<loption of tlie la'sol n( ion on tlu' ad 
iior Uonnnitlce appointed hy the Workine, t Di\nnitl.ee. d'he Tiesidenti ask('.d for 
an explanation for iJie adoption of the resolmion and ntatcal tliat, the latter niiy,ht 
send a representative t.o a])pear hefore tlie Woikinp, ('onimittee. 

'llu' (ieneial Seeietaiy, All-India C’on.eK'ss (tniiraittee, released for i)ul)Ueatlon 
a h'liy^thy iX'Kolntioii )>assed at the iiKa-tiny, ot tin* W'oikLii^ t'oinniittee on the 
audit. r('port of the Ihaieal ri^niinud (tnie.ia'ss Coinniitl.ee aeeoniUs. The 
r(‘soliition stated inter alia ‘’'I'lie, Woikine t’i)inin)t,t('e eonsuh'r this sfat(' of 

tliiDL’S t.o 1)'’ cxtri'inely nnsat i.-^la'-toi’y aiul del 11 men tal to the pK-sliee, and ('Ifeeiiait. 
woikini;’ of the t'oneress oi'eaid/ation in tlie pi-oiince. The pio\ineial exeeii!i\e 
cannot lu' eonsideiod to lia\e disoharyi'd their duty i)ro;>(Mly and innetioin’d in 
terms of the eonsiitnfion ot tin* J>. T. C. C’. wlindi s]'t*ei(ieully recluires that all 
monies should he duly hanked." 

2n(l. 11. II. the Maharaja of Nepal eomdnded his oHieial >isit to C'alenlta and left 

for Nepal. 

U. 11. the Nawah ol ll.initnir issued a firman annonneine a new eonstitntion, 
framed i)rimarily on a liiinMional rather than teiiitoiial basis:—Ity adoplinp the 
fnnelional basis, the linnan pointed out, the necessity ol eommnnal n'pK'Si'iitation 
was reduced to a ininmniin and all important interests found lepresentalion in 
lh(' leeislat 111 (' 

H. E. Sir Henry (’raik, < Governor of tlie I’nniab, opened the soeond Indian 
rolitical Science tVudeienee at Lahoie. l>r. T. N. Lanerjee. .M. I.. A., (tdntial) 

])i ('Sided, 

Uai Bahadur Bali Lam Dhawan, an advocate of Dora Ismail Khan and a 
yu’ominent Hindu h'ader was shot dead at. L-diore. 

Dr. Bap'ndra Brasad, tin' Doneu'ss I’lOMdent, instnuded the Seeretai'y of the 
Lenmal Broxineial Coneiess ('oinmittee not, to withdraw Bs, ]‘i.uij* I iiom the 
Bank account ot the B. B. C. C. 

H. 11. tlu' i\Iahar:tj;i ol .lo Uipnr and the tMahai’ajadhii'.'ii Bahadui of Daihhanaa 
weie eh'ct.ed Bro-t'ii'Uicellors of t.ho B.enaie.'' IIiikIu l'ni\eisity loi a term of 
tliiee \ears. 

oi’d. llis Ewelh'iiey the Viceroy, aecompani('d by tlie IMaiehioncs.s of lanldhpoiv 
!(dt f'.ilcuila lor Baipiii’. 

B.mdit. Jawluol'd Nehru, addressing the Indian Ivonoinic (kmfi'i'cnee at 
All.'i’n.ibad, said ‘The ]>:('^.,iit. stinetuie ol the noild is bii'nljiie up. We may 
not always be Nt'iw eh'ar as to wliat will le'plaee it. But. tins iiuicli is (erlain 
that as jai- as woild (‘conomy is eonceiiied the pioldem ol difttiihnlion has to be 
1h(' main pi\'o! in all i»lannine.” 

Ill l.he lieli:m St lence (tmpn'ss in IMadras, “Mr dai Uhaml Liitliia pave an 
interi'slinp a'ldo'ss on "some ju-olib'ins of eioj) iirodiiet ion in India” to the 
Sectitui oi Aui ieult.ure. 

due Benaal Leeislaiive Coiim-il met aft<>r the t’liristmas recfss. 

JL I’k thf' (Joveinor of .Madras o])ened the third s'‘Hsi(m of liie Indian 
Statistical (.kmli'reiiee at IM.-uiias. -Brol'essor Haioid Hoielbnc (('olumhia 
Ibnveisity, u. s. a.) presided and ITofes^oi B. (’, iMahalanohis sj'oke on helialf 
of the Indian StalisUeal Insiiinle. 

4tli. d fi('ir I'Aci'lleneies tlie \ie<‘ioy and liady Linlilhcn\v attended t.Jie }>rize-;jivinjz; 
cei’emony of (lie Jkajkiimar tWlleae at Ihnpiir. Jlis ITxcellency olise/ vcd : “(fne 
of tlu' ohlicut.ions ol nohility, whet.li r of class or eliaiaeter, is leadershij>, wliicli 
ill India or anywhere' else in the world is not worth t.lu’ name, and may even he 
a jiositive danper, il it is not iiisi>iied by sympathy, tolerance and iindcistandinc ; 
and these virtues are not. plants which can be laised in the slielter of a green 
lioiisi', but in tile open lields. 

In the Bengal Legislative (kmiieil, rajiid progress was made by the Conneil 
with the eonsideralion of the Money-lenders’ Bill as passed by the Assemlily, 
amendmi'iits in resjieet of as many us 10 clamses of the ihll iiaiiiig been 
disposi'd of during the afternoon. 

Bandit Amaniath ,Iha, Viee-Olianeellor, Allahabad ITiiiversity, in his address 
as Chairman of the Keccptioii Committee, Indian Economic. Coiifcrenee at 
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Allahabad, stressed the need for ])laniicd economy and imbibing by the iieople 
of an industrial psyclioloay. 

44ic Punjab Resou?t'es and R(‘trennhnienl Committee recommended retiauicb- 
ment of the cxjienditnro of the ibinjab (iovernment to the extent of about Ks. 
50,U(!,UPP a year and fresh or increased taxation to about the same extent. 

r,t!i. Or. Rnjcndra Prasad, Congress President, censiiied the P)engal Provincial 
<\)ngrcss t\)iniuillce for “open ^Ichancc” of a niimlar of i 'solutions ]»assed by 
tjic W'oi king Pom mil tee.—4 lie I’residc'iit issued a st.alc’men i containing a leview 
ol CNcnts fiom .luiu! I'.lbd, wlu'u th<' A. 1. C. t'. at I'ondiay passed resolutions 
■|iro\urmg, lor the aj)]']>omtnicnt. of elerliDn tubunals and laying down that 
Satvagiaiia was not. to ))e olfcia'il or oigani/.ed by Pon^ressinen in an. adminis- 
tralnc ])ro^ince without tlie sanction ol the ]Uo\iinial t'ongicss Conmultee con- 
eeincd. This was 1h(‘ signal hir a iivoiest, i)y the P>. 1'. C. C. and a dcinunstra- 
t.ion aeainst these resolutions was held in Calcutta. 

1 ) 1 ’. J'lasad luithei ciiiici/.cd the dissolnt ion oi llu' lixeciifne t'oiiiicil and tlie 
eh'ction ol a new one in its ]ijace, the appoininieni ol an elcclion tiibiina! and 
ciiticism of tlu'AVoihing Committee lor its discijdinaiy action against h'j. bidihas 
t'inindia Pose. 

4 he- Piesideiit laid down that the ad hoc Committei'would continue to function 
and discharge the duties eniiuslcd to it, and llic \\ oiking Coinmillec would 
ha\c to consider what. Itiither action was calh'd for. 

A staunicnt was issued hy about Ilo incml cis ol the Ih P. C. C. calling iipoii 
(ioiig!cssiiK'n in Pcngal to dissociate themsehes Irom the meeting of the jiio- 
VJinial execnlive. 

In liie Pi'ngal Legislative (.’omn il. a ri'soliition siiegeshng tbe reunion of all 
Pc'iigtdi s] cahiiig aieas tn the juoAince ol P.engal and tilu'ialion of (he 
Ixuindaries (4 the ]u<)\ince on a linguistic basis was discussed: iillimalely the 
resolution was i>iil to the\oie and lost. 

(1th. His Lxei'llcn -y the Viceroy in a spec'ch at Xaepur reft'iied to the situation 
in tlie PjoMiiees formeily adminislercil liy the Congiess JMinisliies and s] oke 
with K'grel oi tlu' intcirui)tion in tlie oideily piogiess of India to that goal of 
Homiiiioti Status which it was llis iMajcslCs Co\eniiiient’s wish to see attained 
at. the eailicsl possilile inonient. that, ciu-unislances lendered ]iossihle. 

H. E. the Viieioy in ()i>eniiig the new High (.’oiirt luiikling at Nag]>ur, 
obseiied : 'Mnsiice adiiiiiii^leicd without fi-ar or sa\our is a Hue index ol the 
iK'edoni ol a hind in wliieh it lloiirishes. It is (he foundation on which frec'dom 
Iniilds, and wliere it is lacking, maleiial pios’peiily, disciplined I'atiiolisni or 
militaiy miglit, are iacjidcs on laili and jilaster, worth nothing at all. ()1 Ibis 
we can today iecogni/,e only too cleailv tiagic iiiooi in these jiarts of the woild 
whence justici' as wc- know it lias been dini'ii foith”. 

4 he Peiigal Pro^ineial Coneiess Coniniittce, which met in Calcutta ado]>led 
a resolution defining its attitiuh' to the ad hoc Committee, a]>iKnnied by the 
Ciongiess ^\ Diking Committee for the election of delegates to the P'ongress session, 

7tli. Sii .1. Paisintin, Finance Alemla-r, in a broadcast talk fiom New 1 klhi, 
explained the eileetH of war on India’s economic striictiiie. He dwi'll on the 
advantages to Jnditi ])ro(luced hy tiie war and gave a warning to tlie cnlti\atiiig 
classes (o lueparo themsehes lor the ine\i(able leaelion that would follow when 
the war ended. 

Mr. JM. A. Jinnnh, Presidi'iit of (ho AP-lndia iNIoslem Lc’agne released llie 
(*orres)iond('nce wliieli ]iassed lielween him and J’andit Jawharlal Ndiiii re : 
(iongress League diirercnecs. 

i\Ir, Jiniiali, while hoj'ing for a solution, 7-ei(erated the League demand for 
recognition as (he ‘‘aiithoritaiive and lepiesenlalivo organization of JMosleins in 
India”. Referring to (he C’ongress demand for a declaiation by Pjitain ol Jier 
war aims, be saul tliat the League cuiild not endorse the demand as laid down 
in the Woiking Ckiii.mittee’s resolution on tlie snhiecl. 

I’andit. dawhailal Nehrn, di'lining (he I’ongress altitude slated tliat tlic Congress 
regarded the League as an inlluential organization of IMiish'ins, luit mn as (}ie 
sole representative of the Moslems of India. I'lnally, (he Pandit staled that as 
he and Mr, .hnnah had not found some common ground for discussion there 
could lie 110 use continuing the negotiations. 

44ie (lovcrnor of (lie Ih’seno Rank, in a letter issued from New J>eiiii 
exiilaiiied the need for the infrudueiioii of an Indian Panking gVet, * 
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8tli. The cxeeiilivc comiiiiUec of the Ram,L’,arh Coiijiross at a meeting- hold at Ratna 
Hnnotioiiod tlic hiulfK't for the ox|»eiidilme to he ineurn'd on eoiiHtniction woik, 
fixed tile quotas for the eolJeetion of fniids from the districts and decided on 
various other anan.uemenls. 

JIis E\<adleney the Viceroy opened a new winj; of St. Mary’s }Ii} 2 ,h School, 
Maz^inon, Jionihay. 

Tiie I'eport of the West Denp'al Forest Committee was issued from (hdentta, 
eon tain ill}; a eom[>reliensive scheme for the ])reser\ation oi ioresis in West 
l>en;;al. 

In the l>en<ral Le}!:islative Ckuineil, there Avas a diseiission —wliether money- 
lendio}; formed an essential part of tlie functions of a hank oi‘ niciely an 
incidential one. 

1 >r. Ihijendra JVasad, the Con};ress l‘resid('nt, issued a stall ment from Wardha 
in reply to the stateiiH'iit made hy IMauhvA i Ashialuddin Ahmad CUiowdhiny 
on tlie audit, report of the Ihmeal Fnnincial Conpiess Commit tee aci'oiinis. Di. 
J’rasad staled inter aim : “Mr. Cliowdhui y’s statement, is not in tlie lorm of 
o})jcclions to the atiditor’s mistakes, hut a eliallenee to the auditoFs honesty, 
a ehalleiipe to tlie honesty of the ]iarty ap]>oiiUiMe them and a c-hallen};e to the 
honesty of everyhody all round, exei'pl Mr. h'howdlimy liimseli. 

9th. The Government of India addressed all iiroviiieial (huernments on the ques¬ 
tion of ehanpiij}; the procedure relating to the eompilatioii of statistics ol jnessed 
cot ton. 

In the Fun jab Legislative Assemldy. IMiaii Ahdiil 11 aye, lAliication hlinister, 
mo\ed eonsidi'iation of (he Funjah J'limai’y Ediiealion Hill as lepoited on hy 
the Select Committee, d'ho Fill provided for the compulsory attendance of 
children at primary schools. 

A reception Avas acc<'ided to Sj. Fulihas Chandra Fose nlio ai‘ii\ed at Elloie 
from Kajahmundry. 

ddie h’ommitlee of the Indian Chamher of (bmmeree in Calcutta in a commu¬ 
nication to the Secretary to the Govei nmimt, Commeicc 1 h’i'a] tment, raisid a 
strong ])h‘a for the resumption hy the Government, ol India ol Indo-A'ghan 
trade negotiations. 

H, E. the C\.)mmander-in-(Miief approved the addition to the training school 
for cadet oflicers at Felgaum of a hranch for the advanced training of senior 
regimental oflicers of the Indian and Fritish Armies. 

loth. If. E. the Vici'roy, sjieaking at a luncheon in Fomhay, made a fervent ai>]>eal 
to ‘‘the leadeiH of the great ])olitical ])arties of India’’ InJp to terminate as 
eaily as ])ossible the cemsLil.utional di'adlock in the country. 

Lord Linlithpow iciterated that His Majesty’s (io\cinment’s ohjective for India 
was l)ominion Status of the statute of Westminster \aii(ly ami added ; '‘I can 
assure you that His Majesty’s (Government’s coiiccin and miin' is to span: no 
ellbrt to reduce to the minimum tlie inteiv.al lictvseen the existing state of 
things and the aehievment ol Dominion Status.’’ 

d'he (.ioveinment of Fengal issued a J’lcss note fixing ma\imum luices in 
Calcutta and siihuihs for certain im]iorted medicines and meilical HUiijdii'S. 

Fandit .hnvliarlal 'Nehru addiessing a meeting at (la/iahad, declaied that, there 
could l)c no ipicstion of a settlement with the Goveinment or of the leturn to 
ollicc of Congress Ministries till the question of India’s freedom was finally 
settled. 

11th. Under the general direction of i)r. T. E. t^Jregory, Economic Adviser to the 
Government ol India, a memoiandum was ])iepared staling that the harden of 
imi'ort duties pressed most, lieavily on goods of gemual consum])tion, less 
severely on luxury goods, and least on ea])ital goods and raw materials. 

l)r. K.ajcn(lra Frasad, the Congress J’residimt,, deseiuhed the Viceroy’s pro- 
noiineement in Fomhay as "the clearest of all the deelaralions hitherto made”, 
1)111 argued in support of the Congress demand for a Constituent Assemhiy. 

12tli. His Execlleiiey the Viceroy 0 ])ened the Annnal Exliihilion of the Fomhay 
Arts v^oeicty. He observed; “1 am optiinistie enough to bclii‘\'e that out of 
the struggle iu Avhich we are engaged to day a new world will he horn—a w'orld 
of security, eonfideiiec, prosperity and eo-oi)eration, a world in whicli the Arts 
of 1‘eace can flourish. Let us hope so, at any rale, for, ])aradox though it may 
Bocm, that is what wt are fighting for.” 

Mr. J. B. Robb, in his preBidciitial address at the annual general meeting of 
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the ]\Iiiiin^, Oeologieal and Mctallur{;ical InHfitntc of India, in Calcutta, made 
Kcveifd ohHcrvaMoiiB re[;ardinj; the improvement ot eondilions in the Indian 
coal industry. 

]n llic llenjial Leijislative Council, a lesolntion moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das (Conf;rcss) askin;^ for an eiKpiiry committee to investi^jate the causes of the 
strained Tela.li>)ns botsvceii Hindus and IMoslems in Noakliali, was dcteated. 

The Coveriiniciit, of Madras in lejdy to JNIadina Sanat mists’ K'jircsenlalions 
nriiinj.!, the repeal of the 'l’emi)le JCntry Authoii/ation and Indeinnity Act staled 
that they were not prepared to lepeal the Act nor was it jxissihle to snsjuaid 
its opeialion. 

ItUh. Miihatana Candhi, wiitinji, under the cai»lion “The Chaika’, in the Jfaiijan, 
reitcialcd his nicvv by statinp,. “1 daie not lead an army tliat docs not answer 
tin' (pi;dili(‘ations which I repaid essential tor success”. He also added ; “4 lie 
first thinp 1 would like co-woikers to lealize is that I ha\e no hate in me for a 
sinpl(‘ Ihiplishnian, 1 am not inteiested in diivinp, him out o^ India. 1 am 
inli'iested in coinertinp him into a servant, ot India, instead of his lieinp and 
h('lie\inp himself to lie a ruler or a memher ol the rulinp race, 1 leel touaids 
him ]>reeis('ly as I leel towaids an Indian, no matter what his lailh may hi'. 
Tlu'refoK', tiiose who do not share this elementaly quality with me cannot 
heeome co-S^atyaj^rains”. 

Mahatma (iaiidlii, in another article in the Jlanjav^ e.\i)icsscd his 0]'inion tlmt 
jM. n. in t'oupress Ihovinces were not. under-iiaid. 

Air. M. A .Tiuiiah, J’resident of the 7Vll-lndia Aloslem Leayue, had an intcr- 
vi(‘vv with His Excellency the Viceioy in llomhay. 

Air lUiiilahhai Desai, leadm’ of the (>p]dsition i’arty in the Central vXssemhly, 
wuis also planted an inteivievv hy the Viceroy. 

Air. Ifaiapopalachariar, the Aladras ex-Eremier, arrived at, AVaidha, tocether 
W’ith Dr. Kajendra Prasad, the C'onpiess Tresidcnt. He went to t^hepaon in the 
atlernoon to see Alahatma (oindhi. 

Airs. Sarajini Naidu, addressinp a i>iil>lic. mei’tinp of Aloslems at Ahmedahad 
declared that, the lure of ])Ower that was ex]>ected to ha\e conn^ hut vvhicli had 
not, yet, come estranpi'd the Hindus and Aloslems and not, relip ion. 

tSj. Suhhas Cliandia liose, in a Press interview' at P.omhay. staled : ‘T do not 
think it would he any use havinp a Lettist camlidate eJef‘t(‘d as Congress 
Dresithait”. The Itampurh Conpicss, he asserted, w'Oidd in efl'ect he a Jtiphtist 
h'onpiess. 


14th. Pandit .Taw'hailal Nehru arrived in Faicknow' after a tour in tlie north-western 
districts of the United Provinces. At, rural meetinps Pandit Nehru laid stress 
<m rural I'lohlems and on the Conpress’ constrmiixe piopramme. Hee\plained 
the Conpiess’ attitude to the war, and asked the people to i>reiiaie tlieinselves 
lor any step that the Conpress miplit, decide upon. 

Air. AI. N. Poy siipporti'd Dr. Rajendia I’lasad’s statement, issued after tlie 
yiceioy’s B])eech at tin; ()iient Cluh, llomhay. “All Conpressinen” lie said 
“slmuld (Midoise the ie]>ly that India wants independence”. ’ ’ 

Khan Hahadur Allalmx, the h^ind Piemier, addressinp a meetinp of the i'^ind 
Ihovincial C’onpress Committee, chaiacterized as w'holly untrue tlTe leport that 
he had advised Hindus in small villapos ju-edominantiy occupied hv Atosleins to 
vacate the villapes, as the Government could not allord their protection and .m 
to hipper villapes or towns. ' 

Air. P. (i. Kher, cx-]*remicr of Pombay. presidinp over tlie Bcrar Provincid 
Conference at Aeotmal ol»served : "The main task heloie us is not whelj.er we 
shall accei)t olHce or not, hut it is to achieve “t^waraj” by non-\iolent means and 
to evolve a new' social ordt'r based on j)eriect equality. ‘ 

Mr. P. A. Kidwai, a former Alinister of the Ihlited Provinces, nddressin- a 
public nu'etinp at Gonda, said that Alahatma Gandhi was menarin- fm- tlio 
Riert in Conpiess’ stnipple. * ^ 

44ie Woikinp Committee of tlie Bihar Brovim iai Aloslem Lea<>ne niemimoimlv 
omimitcd Air. Al. A. .Tinmih for the inesidcntsliip ot the next session of the 


Leapuc to he held at Lahore. 


15th. Air. V. D. Savarkar, President of the 


. - Hindu Alahasablia, in the eoursc of a 

statement (issued in Bombay) on the siareh delivered hy H. E. the Vieerov at 
the Crient Cluh, Bombay, said, ‘T feel no hesitation in notinp that so far as a 
promise pocs, the announcement made hy His Excellency Lord IdnIithVnvv 
lepaiding the intention of the British Government of iiitrodiieinp a constitution 
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^rmit.ing' India l>oi'ninion StatiiR aB onvisa^od in the Wcstminsler Statue at the 
eailiest date ]U‘acticai>le ^^aB ch'ar and dtdinilo " 

Mr. r)is\va!iat]i i >ns, ex-rreinier of Orissa intci viewed at r>erhaTn])iir ((Janjam) 
said llial. (he sja'pelies delivered by 11. E. the Vu-eroY at Na[;i)iii and at the 
(>iien( Olid), lliunhay, wei'e.a “detinile otler foi’ ennsiderat.ioii’'. 

Di'. Tvuijcndia Rrasad, i\lr. (’. IJaitieopahn-haiinr, Sardar Ihillavbhai Ratel and 
]\Ir. I’liulabhai Dessai met, M:dia(nia Gandhi at. W ardha. 

Siibhas C'handre Fxise, iit a slateinent to tlie Press (issued from I’atna) 
^iMiiL!, instnietioiis to (lie memlieis of (he I'niwaid Uloe on how to observe 
‘■Jnde|)endeM('e Day’’, said, ‘"J'lie jiolitical sienilicaiiee that is bein'; *:i\en to 
spinning; now and tlie manner in winch it lias been ((iiielly eoineiled by (he 
Oon<..^ress ■‘Inph command” in(o a nn'Ilmd of jioIi(i<-a} sirn,cc](^> lu'cd tineijiiii'ocal 
eondmnnation, eonseipienlly, mi'inbers ol the b'orwatd Floe would i)e peiicdly 
inslilied in oipani/iny sepaia,(,e mee(ini;s and demonstrations on ‘‘Independence 
I)a>”. 

Sardar r.albnl)hai Patel, inanpuratinp the ])r().'eedinL’s of tin* Peiar Political 
Oonlen'iiee at 5’eotmal, C'entral Pioxinces, L’a\i“ a reiuew oi the political d(\elop- 
ment in tlie country. A)>|)ealine loi unity witliin tlie ('oiiLrcss tanks, tiic 
t'^aidar said that, tin' I'orwaid Ploc had Ix'i'n threaleninj; to do bomeihiiii; Jtir 
the past IJ month,thonah nothing so i'ar had Ix'cn doin'. 

In till' Peiiaal jx'eislali\e Ooiim il, tlu' Pief.jdenl ilMr, Satvendra ('handra 
INlitiaO c;ive the ruliiiL' le ; lMone\h'lidi'rs’ Pill, t,hat thi' pioviin-ial hvi.'^lat nre 
was eompeU'iit to undertake leeislation relatini; to loan tiansaetions by banking 
eor])oral ions. 

loth. P audit .lawhailal Ni'hiii, in the eonrse of a circular to all town and distii.'l. 
(loiicii'ss (’oinni It tei's, said : ‘‘I'erlain eiiticiMiis h;n e been made in reeaid to the 
new toim ot the indepi'inh'iice i<ledee. It should lie noted that tin' additions to 
the ]*ledue ari' nieo'ly lepetilions ol tin* C'oiii'iess i)io;iiamme which Las so often 
been lepi'atcd in tV)naiess ii'solnt ions”. 

In a ii'solution ])assed by the Piliar So'-ialist J’ai'ty, siron.: di.sappro\’al wa,s 
expri'ssed of the new “Jndej'endence ]>ledye” and oi the khadi clause in 
])ai licnlar. 

In the Penual la’ei.slati\e Gouncil, considi'rahle ]>ait of the da}'s lu’oceediiics 
was devoted to discussion of ii'poits ot the J‘ii\ilep(‘ ('ommiltee. 

17lh. Ills Jdvcelh'iicy the ^'lceloy, speakirn; at a State baiupn't at Paroda, ('luphasi/ed 
t-hal piepaiaiions in coniieMoii with Eedeialion had meiely been suspended l)ut 
liN no iiie:ins ahatidoned. 

Ills Excellency tlie tlo\ernor of the N. W. I<\ P, c],nited spei ial I'owers to 
the hepnly ('ommissionei ol Panniu under the T'’iontiei ( iimes Pe;'ulatnnn 

]\li. Ihili Alimad Kidwai, ioiiner Actin;j Pieniiei ol tin' 1 uited J’ro\in'-es. in 
till' coiirsi' oi a sp('e<h at the Penaies distiict, political conleu'oce held at. 
Ghandauli, loer w hn li hi' pii'.-nled, leicaled that fiesh I'Hoi 1 loj compioniise 
hi'twei'ii the Piitish <io\einmenl and the Goneiess weic pioeeo'inc. 

hi'eakine about the llindii Moslem qiiesiion, Mr. Kidwai said that this was the 
ereation ol those who Jound themsi'Pes ju a liopeless eondiiion, due to the 
^lowin^ snppoit ol thi’ Indian ]ieople to the Goneiess. 'Jlie Congress Go\ein- 
nienls had stood ioi thi' people and sei \'ed all peoph'. 

'Jin' ^\’oI kina Gommi t.ti'e oi the Penpal llinda Alahasal >ha at a meetinc', under 
the ])resid('n(ship ol 1 h. hh\amaprasad Mookeijee, decided to contest, the eh'clion 
t,o the Peiiual lycpislatoe Gouneil. dJie W'oikiim (’(unmittee appointed a, special 
sub-e«immil t('e consistiuj ol Dr. ^^h^amapiasad Mooki'ijei'. Mr. N. G, Ghalterjee, 
Rai .latiiidia Nath Ohowdhuiy, hj. >anat Eumai Poy t'howdhury and iMr. Ik G. 
Cdiatteijee foi nomination ol candidates and the snb-cummitlee was pi\on iiual 
aiithoiuy to seleel. (he candidales. 

Paiidil ,lawhailal Nehru leit Allahabad for Warelha to attend the meetinj; of 
the ('onpress ^\'olkJup Gommittee there. 

IHlh. ]\lr. P. P>. Lapden, (diaiiman of Lh(‘ Indian dVa Association, speakinp- at (lie 
annual penei’al meelinp of the d'erai Planters’ Association at Peiuliiiil)!, said that 
llu' policy ol the tea indiistiy was to lo-oju-rate with the Go\'('i nmi'iit. 

]\h. A. K. Lazliil IliKj, pjemierof Pinpah addiessinc tbe Go-ojieialive C5)n- 
ferenco, lield in Cwleutta, refeired to tlie [losition ot the eo-oj)erali\e movement 
in Penpal. 

In the Penpal PepislatiAC Cuuneil, the eoiisideration of the Penpal Money¬ 
lenders’ Pill was eoncluded. 
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Sardiir Falhnbhai rju.rl, in his inana:nral addn'ss al t.lio cii;hth annual sossiou 
of llu' haiiuii- Disli'U't I'olilical (\tnf(‘r(>nco, Jicid nndiM' tl.c i)rc‘si(l('ii I ship of Mr. 
1>. K. Mclha, sa.id, ‘‘India lias jio sympathy uilli 'uMinany or wliat slio stands 
for. ^Vo Wiuit that, IJritain should Avin Iho war. Jhit, India must sia-iirc the 
riuht of s('lf-d('t(M'mination.” 

f^udar Patel reviewed llie w'orld situation, with ]>arii(a lar reference to India, 
and said that war was due In hriito foi’-'c and lust for iin;HU'ial ism, based upon 
eonom'reial ri\alry. India was unable to tie!end liei’self ayaiust attack from 
oil I sale. 


19tli. 'The ('’oneress Workinc’ (Committee whirli assseinblcd at Wardha, rovii’wed 
the pobliral situation in India and inatle earotul stmly of till' points contained 
in Ills J^vi-ellt'ii y the Vetrov’s speech at llu' (tr eiit ( liib, iMunbuy. It was 
}:enei:d!y held that, thi^ Vr-eroyT slatmneni. we.s an adMue-e on lecialt dc'dara- 
tions on Indian atlairs made on behalf oi the Toilish < iovern men I. 

bj. Siibhas ('handia l’» ist' is,--ued a statement on the <-()nt ro\ ersy o\'m" the 
aecoMiits ol tin' Iteii nil 1’I'o', 1 m an | (’oiieiess ('(uninil tee ; 'ddir tlie tiist lime in 
llu“ liistoL'y ol the lb jb (\ (\ (hat. body was able to liavit an in 'ome foi itself 
Iasi yi'ar, lor whieh llm ]>i-.‘sent exi'entu,* cnn leeitimatelv ebnm the eiaalit. This 
Mas I'ciidei'ed ]M)S'^ih|e lieeause. ol iwi) ta^’t oi s - (i i st, that the nieeiine of tlu' .All- 
India Coiieress ('omimitee wa-^ lield in Oal nt;a in .Vpi il lb,;,) and si.oiidiy, 
liml the ameiidi'd eonsiiinlion ol the 1*,. 1’. ('. C oitiodm-ed in Jb:i'.), promdecl 
for llie (list lime tliat a poiiion of the loni-anna niemhershpi lei' should uo (q 
the lb r. (’. Iiiiids. 'Jin' iue\ious mei'Uiia ot the .V. 1. ('. ('. lield in ('abaitta 

in (ictoher T'.'o, was orjanis.>d b\ Air. Kuan t^ankar lto\’s ei'i)i,j,^ then in eiiaree 
(>t the lb I’. 1'. si‘\ae:.‘irial, and il h’ll a ^e^ymuall surplus in the Ininds of 

I* 1‘. t'. (b Last yeai’s meetine ol llie .\. T. was airanm'd hy Alanlavi 

Asialuddiii Alimed thiowdhiiiy .and Jus .itatl and il letl a snr|»bis ol se\eial 
Ihoiisands of riij'ees in the haiidr^ ot the lb J*. tb Cb 'blus was an eyesore to the 
Khadi-Koy eioup in the !b 1‘. ib (’” 

I’aiidil, dawliailal Whin wrote in tlie Nitthnuil lltnutLl : ‘‘Soviib, ITissia, their 
symbol of hope, has der^ei'udi'd Irom the pedi'slal on whi'di liei aideiil, cliam- 
]>ions liad plaecd lu'i- and li.-is harteied awmy moial presti.'e and the liiendship 
(al so m.any ol lit'i Inends ior a seeminy polili. al ad\’anlact'”. 

Tm till' la'iieal Lee i-^la.l i V(‘ (bmiicil, tlu‘ Ileucal Alone} h'luh'rs’ ITdl and tlm 
Bein al Ae,i ii-iill nnd J)eI)lors (Aiiu'ndineni) Bill weie]>asned, and the Fuiimdl 
Avas proi'()eued. 


20th. Alaliat ma (iaiidlii in :i leadine, arliele in the limn,an. entitled ‘‘'^I'he Dis- 
si'iit U'lils said, “f am not spoiline, for a 11 dii, I am trviiip fo a\old it. What- 
e\t'r may he tnu' of tin' mendieis ol ilu' Woikiim C'ommiltt'e, 1 Avholly ('ndorso 
Mr. Suhhas Lhandra Bole's charee that I :im (‘aver to ha\e:i eompiomise with 
Biilain it It can he luid witli hoe.oiir. Indeed. Satvaeraha demands it 'I'heri'- 
• ‘V" And Act, il tlie time eame and it I had no followeis 

I should he :dile to put up a sineledi.iuded lieht. 

‘But I have not lost laiih in Biilaiii. 1 lik(' the latest j'rononn'ement of 
Ford Liiililheow. 1 lielievi' in Ids siimeiity. 'J'lu're are undoubted sinies iii (hat 
spi'edi, many I’s have fo In* dolled and many lb', have lo la' iTossf'd. Jhit it. 
seems to contain tlie ei'rms ol a si'MIi'iik'IiI honouiahle to lioih nations. 

liiose, tliereaft(‘r. avIio work Aviiii me have to apjin'eialt' tins sah' of me 
Beihaps, fiom tlu' stand-point of tlu> dissent leiits, (his eompromisim; nature of 
mine isjr disipialiCiealion. II it i-, the coiintrA should know il.” 

1 he (bmpress Workine; (bmnuiltee decided that wdili a A iew’ to endim'- die 
the p ililieal deadlock in India, Mahatma (laiidhi “sliould s(>ek from the Viceroy 
(daiilleation of eei'tain points” in Ills lOxeellenev’s sjieeidi at the ()rient b’lnh 
Bombay. " ’ 

Air. M. A. .Tinnah, President of the Moslem la'aeuc Avas expected to be in 
Delhi about the same time as Alahalma (landiii. 

Dr. llaieiidra Prasad issued a slalemeut, from Wardha reaardin^ the observance 
of “Iude])end('nee I )ay” ; ‘‘Tlie Doimress AA'orkiiiy (bmimitlee at its lasi, meetint^ 
jiassed a resolution ealliiiy, upon the country to obseive Iiidependeiu'c Dav Avith 
eiitluisiasm and due solemnity. It preseiibed (he I'lcdee to he taken oi/lnde- 
jiendenee Day.” 


2l8t. Iho C'Oncress AAhvrkin^ CommiUec eoneluded its three-day session at Wardha 
alter hearinc^ Mr. f'sarat Chandra Bose ami Air. Salyaranjan Bukshi, aaTio liail 
been deputed by the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee to present its view 
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on the lienpial Con^roBS dispute and to ])resR for the withdrawal of the ad hoe 
eoramittcc appointed to eon<iuct C{)ni;'ress cdeetions. 

iMr. N. (1. Cliatt(3rjee, of the Hindu Mahasahha, addressing a mectinp; at Duinka, 
said ; ‘We want to eo-operate with Enjj.land, in tliis her hour of erisis, hut on’ 
terms of honourable eo-o]>cratioii. The i)roinise of the m'ant of Dominion Status 
as ('nibodied in the Statute of Westniinster in the shortest possilile time makes 

Jionoiiiable cooperation ])ossihle.“Dominion Status as embodied in the 

Statute of Westniinst.er is praetieally indiipondenee. It makes India an 
autonomous Stati*, not subordinate to laiirland or another part of the British 
iMupire in either domestic or foreign jiolitics, and it makes Imlia a fii'c member 
ot t,h(‘ Dommonuealth of Nat.ions.” 

Pandit .Tawharlal Nehru, addressinij; a meetine; at Naji;!)!!]-, said tliat, tliere 
appeared to l)e no (‘hance of a settlement of the impassee thoueh the Viceroy's 
re--ent si>ee(di at, I’ombay was ‘'swiH't’’. d'he time had come, lie said, when none 
dare speak aeainst “Swaraj”, even thomjli he did not like it,. Impediments were, 
however, beini; jiut in its way in the name of leliiiion and the minorities. 

22n(l. Mahatma Gandhi, in an artiide in the Earijan, stated ; “I ndopimdeiii'e Day 
is an annual featuie in the Gonirress ])roe,ramme and is unconnected with civil 
j'csistance. ilence the forthcomini!: celebiations must not, be mistaken foi- a 
declaration of ci\'il resistance”. He also said : “1 am making; a d('si)ei'ate ellbrt 
to a\'oid a striput^le. 1 lielieve in the sincerity of Lord Linhtlieow”. 

Sir Itamaswami Miidaliar, (kimmerce Member, (io\m n mimt of India, o])enine,' 
a coid'erence ol lepresent.ativcs of the Gent.ral and Pro\incial (Jo\'ern meiits and 
Indian States, at, New i>elhi, to tliscuss qnestinns relating. t,o labour, sticssi'd the 
need for co-oidinat,ion ot labour conditions between dilleient parts of the country. 

Maulana Abul JCalam .\ 7 .ad .and Sp Saiat Ghandra P.osi^ !cll W'ardha ior 
Cahailta. Pelore his departure, Sj. Bose had detaih'd disenssams with Malialma 
(iandhi and Dr. Uajendia Jhasad on the political situation in tin* country and 
also tfie Bengal fiueslion. Durinp, his discussions wuth the ('onpress W'orkiu';- 
Gommittee, Sj. Bose in statiim,' the case of the Bengal (loneress (Vmunittei! 
ausweied certain points raised in the resolution of tlie Working, Gommittee on 
December "d-L 

l>r. Nalini Banjan Sarkar issued a statement from Galcul.ta on his return 
from Whudha, iiointini!. out that he failed to aiijireciate the opoMtion to ihe 
spinning clause in the Glonirress indeiiendence i>ledae. 

Sardar Ballabhbhai Patel, addressim; a meciini; of the ('. P. and Berar 
Cdui.eu'ss Assembly Parly at Wardha, said that new forci’s of ojiposilion had 
recently come to thi; suifaia;. Allhoue;h these weri' seeminj.'l\ communal tln^y 
were not at all due, to any cultural 01 communal difleiences. Theie was a desiie 
to bargain foi a share in the power that w'as vet to come. 

.At, the annual pencial meetinji, ot the Alahabodhi Socaety of India, in Galcutia, 
lu’csided o\ er by Sir M. X. Mukherjee, a lesolnlion UMjuestine the (!o\'crnor of 
ifihar to hand over the manap,ement of the BodliL;aya tcmiile to Budlusts wa.^ 
adopted. 

23rd. Mr M. A. .linnah, in a statement to the Dress issued at Itajkot, said ; “I 
find that c\’en Gon,pressmen aie reali/ini; that, the Indepmidenee i >ay jdedei', as 
amended or with tin; addendum, is a camoutlap,e.’' 

S), Saral, Ghandra l>ose returned to Calcutta from AVaidha. In his n-presen- 
lation, he narrated a Ion- series ol facts to controvert, tin* I'easons }i,iv('ii by the 
Con-less \Vorkin- Commit,l,ee fur a])i)Oinlin- an ad hoc committee to conduct 
Con-niss elections in Ben-al. 

f^j. t^ubhas Gdiandra Bose, in a Press Btafenicni issued at Lucknow, said, ‘T 
received durin- t,he last hnv days numerous enqmiii's from membeis and 
sympathisers of the Jbirward Bloc as to what they shunld do on .lanuary L’b. I 
have already announced that there is no objection to holdin- scpaiate meetin-s 
and demonstrations on Independence Day. Hut, wiiether they should actually be 
iield separately or not is left entirely to the discretion of the membeis in I'aidi 
locality. In no case should there be any opposition raised or any discordant 
note struck by the members ot the PMiward Bloc in meet in-s or-ani/.ed by the 
ollicial ConpresH Committees where the Gandhian pledj-e will be takiui.” 

A conlcrence of the Hindus of 8ind, includiiie, rei>resent,ali\eK of a number of 
Hindu ikimhayats in villa-cs and towns throu{3,hout the Province was convened 
at Karachi by Mr. Nichal Das Vizirani, Minister, to {-onsidcr the ])osition of the 
minority eoriimunity and to desire measures to safeguard their interests. 
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24lh. Tlio Sind cni mcnt defi<l(>(l (,o Ret iij* a (V)urt of Inquiry (o iiivcsti;i.atc 
tlu' lioiti 111 Ihc piuxiii'f i>arlieii!iiily in reR|>e(*t. of llie eauRes ot riots, measures 
t:ik('n l)N ci\il oiiK'i'is iii' lndini; the })ulice to int'scrvc peaee imniodiately before 
the liois. 

A juoi'osal was ma il' to tlie dahmlla (\ari>oiation, to make a ca]>ital ^rant of 
Ivs I'Vi,-' )) oiii, o! muni. ij>:il funds tm- ilu' consllaiclion oi “a libi'aiy hall and 
J’oi'ins and a iniiasnim’’ ol the daliajali Sadan (the llotn : ot the Nation) 

>\r A. ihim.eiuam! Mndaliar, ('ommer'e .Membei l.o the t kea'i'iiment. ol India, 
oi'i'iiiiin the T'ea' (Nniiol (An feicma' at Ni w I)(.‘!hi. leleio'd to the eamomie 
anl (.Ju'i’ ilnl.i-ali ii's aOendeil uiion llie e(iiitn)l!in,e, ot piiees ot pmuaiy commo¬ 
dities, and ine d in.ons in\ol,'edin nn-co-ordinated etloi Is in the ditreuml pails ol 
the I oiin 1 1 y. 

A ■ ee'r(‘!,> [(, i!,,. wo-day si'sslon ot llui Eahonr Confeience was the 

p,ene!,d ayicenient tliat tin’ t'ential (io'.einment should diaft le,j i - lal n in on lour 
'mpo t'M,! in :!ie ii.'liL ot tile di'^.-iONUMi on them and suid the draft to 

the pIo^ iin ial t to', ei n nn-ii' s. 

‘ioth. Sj. S.ihhas C'i.:o.dia I'ose issued a slatemint oliseiwine : “In connexion 
W!t!i tlu' 111 ie, endeii,"' i'ay celch; a'r ms, 1 ha'c vine tJiMie to idd to my pneious 

sla’enienl. In lefeia iny, lie I'tto lledie m meetin.^s eon\ened liy tin- I’Diwaul 

Iho'x the Iasi scMicie e siioidd h<' deleted, ien wiliioiit this seiiteiiee tjie pledye 
l\ill he a s“if-'o’ltained and inspiii'e; (>ne.” 

Mr. If. S. hnik.ir, Vi <• piesident, and tloee other members of the C. P, 
I’lomiiei.d i*'oiua'd I’di.-, in a sia'ennm! issiH'd by tiiem said ; ‘’1 he statement 
of thiieiidia i'l.'e el ie_:aid!!ej t ne inde; ,en< leiiee ph'flee IS a disiiiiet climb down 

witli a d iinite ei im em to th-i.se a\ ho ha\e sei ions obj^‘Ction to the portion 

nPiiin'. In sninniii’ ami a eon'Ui n. 1 1 \ <* pro^iamme” 

Ml A .linn.ill rejl^iii" to the wi-!eonie iiilended to him by tlie rhesidenf, 

Jnnacadh .lano.il, said : ‘'AM.ae Ilindn ie.adeis (t'oimiess) aie intoxicated and aie 
out lo ( 1 i.sli the .doslenm, imt the lattei’ ai(‘ now' alert and th(‘ Mosh'in la'ayne 
should be eqnii'ped wiih a ih-e.^s lo iiy:hl those who are in opjiosition, aa also 
A^llh the neee^sa!^ means ioi the piitpo-e.” 

Ml. t'. llapm o] al.i. hai I, addim'-iiie, the Bludents of the iMadras Christian 
C'olbme al 'iliambaiak, raid, “\\<‘ sh"u!d not allow posterity to say that, a preat 
Oi>poi t mill wa^ sp.oiled by inteinal ditli'i cnees. 

in Sind, a m rioim eii...'s was t h i ('.iteecd follow ina a merline of the Hindu 
rude:'eiideii 1 members ol ih(’ '^‘-sembly on the eve ot the luideet Session of the 
As'-emblv. The paity b\ a majo'ity decided to withdraw' lls snppoit. to the 
.Alla Ibilodi .Minmliy and no inlo (toposition. 

I'liiy simps weie laima ki'I and li\e xilhipers were killetl wdicn frontier 
tiihesinen raide I a \illaje neai ibinnu. 

20111. “1 ndependeina; l)a>” was obsened in Cahmtta. Tlic eebhra'ions went oflf 

j-i aeet idly. 1 in* ’’lorninj, w .is diwoted to the hoisiiiia, ol Conyiess flaps and 
l»io essions, while meeoims weie Indd in tlu' exenina W’lien tiie I ndependeiieo 
I'leihu' was lead. Tin' “I'ay’' was obreiwed in many other stations, when a 
similar i>roeedm(’ wms adoj.ted. 

l>i'. Nn iialdas Vi/,i:ani and 1'ewan Hialmal I>aiilalram, the two Alinislers in 
the Sind t'abiin't li'iideie.l tbeii lesmiialion. 

Ml. M. S. Alley, leadei nl tin* t\>npie.-,s Nationalist Tarty laid an intetwiew 
wdth IMahatma Candhi at Watdha. lie thseussi'd the poliii-al situation with 
sp('eial leteienee lo the eommiinal jiioldem. He slicssed llie lu'i'd of soT me the 
probh'in hy piopei sale^uaids lo minoiiiies without any distinction in 

all ])ro\inei's. 

27tli. Manatnni tlandhi in the eonrse of an article in the Har/jan, W'rote on 
“Ahimsa tuid Tiaetiee”. ‘M hold that the e.miine into iH>wer of the pndetariat. 
thioiieh violence is l)o. nd to hvd in the end ; what is pained hy violenej must 
be lost before snpeiioi Niolenee”. 

In the All-1 ndia Women’s tlonloreiiee Association at Allahabad, Bepiim 
fcsliurcclali Hamid Ali, in her riesidential address, made several interesting 
observations. She said, “W’e have sntreied from mai.y Hitlers in the home in 
each peneration. Let ns ],r:iy ih'vontly that Hitlerism in every shape or foim 
may be banished from tlie woild." 

The Excess Tioliis Fax Bill, sonplit to impose a tax of 50 p. c. of the excess 
of the profits made in any aeeoiiiituip period after April 1, 1939 o\or “K>taudard 
ITofits.” 
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28th. Kashinii’ iMirhar n'jia'cd 1o a loiniiorary clian'jo in llio trndo iroaty of 

18rn, sijiHMl Ix'lucf’ii tlj(' Diilisli (iov(‘riinn'iit and tlu' Maliaiaja of Kahliniir, 
a view to stimul i tiiiL', India’s tiadn wi'di ('(‘iilral Asia. 

i\lr. Al, .iiiinnli made a sta'.cmrnt i«’''aidiir; tlio l.ritish (lovornnumt’s atti- 
tnd(' ; “\\d‘ ain inloimnl that. Ijondon ‘si-onts’ our just, dmnands to a])|toint an 
impartial jiidiiial tidmnal, nam''ly a Koval (lorn mission, t.o iiKjuire into our 
dial of a \' 0 !\ smioas cliai;u-lcr, a'loul, llm l}ianny and opprassion ])rat*liscd 

oii'i Alo'.lnms in ClonaH'ss-ao\(‘nmd i.ro^ inc'‘s.” 

''I’Ik* < «o\ animf'iil, of India prooos'vl to appoint two Trici' Advisoi’y olIicorK, one 
to l)f‘ stalioiK'd in Itoinliay tiiid tlu' ollmr at, ('ilcutta, mainly to lollow the 
activitins of till' S'(‘ladal i\a mailoMs in jiitn and in (ottiin and to kci'p tlio 
(u)\cm mnn! ol Imlia mtormcd o! the tcndcm-ics m lliosc marki'Is. 

Malnilma damlin ui'otc in llic IhinnDt ; “i\ly hdid ii^ unshaken that Avithont 
(“ommunal unity Hwaiaj cannot lx* attained tliroiiah non-violcnci'. Ihit unity 
cannot he ic,nlu'd wi'hoiit jns’e-c hetweea comm unit ic.s, i\Ioslcms or any other 
friendship cannot he hone,hi v»i;h In ihivN 

29th. Dona'ioiis amoioifiim i.» IN u,>'e annonneed when a fund called llic 

“hast Iii'lia iMind foi Ihiiish war sciiecr-”, was opened at a mei'linp at the 
Lciii’.'d (Miamh,'! o! ('oiiinmif'*. 

In tlu* I’nniah .As'-endhy, Mir Alacjhool Mahmmh I’ailiamcntary Secretary to 
till' himniei, anmnoiced ihi' riincih ( ho t'-n nmii t’s decision to take action against 
all commnnal \oitintcei (m cam'a. ions in the pioxiinc. 

I’r. Ihtii'iidia lhasad in a poss si.iteim'iit on th<‘ Denaal Uonarcss affairs, 
said; “'the Woiknia domiiii'tec* aic unahh' to ahei tlmir pno ions dc. ision. 
'TIh' ad hoc .onimnii'c Mill eomlnet dt“i tion'^. It is Jioix'd all ( onaress ('om- 
milK'cs inelmhns' the !’io\in‘i:d (’oin’ic-s (.’ommiitee ;>.;ul its e\eenu\(' conned 
Mill co-op('iale Mith tlu' ‘"ad Im-” commOtec an.l tli is ciminc laii aaid im|aitial 
clcclioiis mIhcIi is till' 1 ip'iili.m hdiind tlie i cso! Pion oi tlie Whnkine ('ommi’.tee”. 

Sii (J;dam Tlassain !! ida\at nilali, M i n istci i n-('iia m c ot Law and (tiih'r, 
Kind, inloinicd tlie Ass(>mhl\ that llic (h ci n meip of Kind had iin lined an 
c>;pend 11 n 1 c ol Ls. oP/nO jui A. IL Jh s hemes and Us. .’.l,iHu joi ]iio\i(iine 
aims and clolhinp to the sm‘ lad polici'. 

With a \ lew to L'uidiim 'he memheis of 1h(' Uimlii Indei'cndenl Tally in tlie 
Kind Assiinhlya i*‘(U'i ation of tlie llindn ihe pio\'inec was ioi mod. 

noth. Ills L\ee!lcin'\ tlie ('onnioi of T.cncal at the annual dinner of t!ic (ddentta 
'1 rades As>m) lainm, raid; ‘dhe nltiimitc imilications (.t the war aie jnsl as 
sciioiis lo! those 111 India as the\ an* to tliosc who Inc (loser to ilu' actual 
sense ol con'iiil. dhe ideals m stand oi lall hy aie idc'ds, llu' value of which 
Jmha as a Mh.oh' umlc'stands -ideals in which Teiipal has sIkjm n in ini iiiieeitain 
way tliat sic 'nelimes”. 

I'r. La'p'iidia 1‘iasad, in n'j-ly to Kj. Kaiat (’handrii Tose’s teleprani tcotestinp 
apainsl tin' Woilain; <'omini! lee’s deeision and leipic.-Iiiia Ihe t'onenss I'lcsi- 
(h'lil lo hold a i(‘l('iendnm ol lii'ii 'al C'oiiaiessmen on the issue, stated that, the 
Coinjtess eonsi 1 ! n I ion did in>l ]ao\iil<' for an apjx'al a'’.ainst the ^\'oIklna Tom- 
initlee lo a n'leiendnm, hut snepc'-ied that Kj. Lose mii:lil, if he hked, appeal 
to the All-lndia ('onaress ('onimitleo. 

31st. Dr. Uajeiidra I'rasad, tlu* (’oneress I *i('sidc'iit, fool, eveepdion lo Kj. f^nrat 
Ohandra loose’s ri'maik In a li'h'eiam that tlie .\ll-lndia ('onpiess Domnultee 
had a “packed mi-paiiy to suupoil ^our (ilie ('onaiess I’lesidenrs) (h'cision iru'S- 
j»eeti\(i ol meiil” 1‘r Idas,id deeliieil that the ninaik Mas mIioIIv nniuslilied 
and ‘‘nnwoilin and ("vtiemely insnliin'’” to tlu' C’oneiess organisation in other 
proviices. I >r. Li.e-ad maintained that the Whnkine Dommiltie Mas competent 
within tl’(' (’onchss eonstilnlion to a]>iK)int an ad hoe er-mmitlee to eondnet 
the elc lions in Le cal. 

dh(' Exeoiilni' Toniicil of the iM-npal Tioxincial Conpiess (’ommillee at a 
met'tina in ('alcntta, ])ass('d [('solutions ]no!estine aiainst the appointment of 
the “ad lioT’ commit.lec' and eallinp upon the suhoidinate kVinpress orpani/.ations 
in the tnovinee not, lo eo-op(‘rate with the :iho\(' committee. 

Dr. r>. K. Moonje addiessc'd a hope palla'iina at Tondiay. In his speix-h he 
]H)inlt'd out that the Hindu ?.Iahasahha was not iinlaponist le lo the (donpu'ss. 
in fact tlu' tils! si'ssion ol the Alahasahha was held in the C'onpiess I’amlal at 
(laya in TLD, He appeah'd to .Mahatma CJaiidhi to lift the ban imposed on 
meiubers of the Hindu MtiiiaHubha. 
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Sj. ^ul)hns Clifindra Eoso in.-ulo an attack on the ]X)licy of llio Coni^ross Ili*;!! 
Coiiuuul al a imaMiiii; in I'alcnlta. Ho t.incod tin* hisioiy ol^ liio diliei oncOB tie- 
twooii the AVoi kiiiy. (.Nnnnn I tc(' and tlu' Jn-oi-al ri’oxiiKial (\)ny i csh ( (.nnniittec 
boyiniiiim Innii Iho 'Jiipiiii OoiiL^nss, and Bald tliat. tlio ai>i'(tintn)(’iit of an ad lioa 
conuniuco ever tic l.oad of tiu' J’>. 1’. (\ O’. ^^aB nothing but an allL'ini't on tlie 
purl oi llic N^ oikiiii^ O’uniiiiiUco to biii>i»icbb the Ivdiisls ot r*cni;al. 


February 1940 

Tbo ])rinci]Bil ineddoni of tlio inonili ^v;l^ tin’ rnotdin;^ ol Flis I'lxoelb’ncy 
ilioVirti-oN and IMulnilina Ciandlii,—]Mi‘. IM. A. diiiiiali ui llio IMosbiii 
ijoapiu; VN'as also iiivitnd t.o phiv-n tlin ]\1 o-1l'1ii ^loiiit. of ^ !■ \\ lo r. luovo llio 
jiolitiial dc'adloilv in llio (OLinti\. ’.riioiiph 1 lu^ in{n}'\i(ov pi a,cl n all y did 
noLliiiif; in llu^ diivclion (-O ^nl])ro^nl^.; ina,tt(ci's, iMalialiini (lainilii was 
optinnslic* ('noU[;li to dn(lar(". tlial ho saw Iho ^orins ot sotlloin. lit in tiio 
A icor(.p,a,l prorioiiin oni( 111 in I’xinihay. 

Tlio no\t. iloin ol int.oj (”~t, w a/i tlio a])]>(’a] of Loi'd Zotl.md, in an intor- 
vi(AV lo a rcpi’i’S'. ntati\o ol I Iio, ^'unh!(t[j fo Uk' IcadoJ-s of (ho Indian 

Congress fo “cS(a})o (roin tlio tyoinny ol pliras'-s.” d'lio hoioalary ol Slate 
for India sajd tlial o'!> I’l- nco ol the woil.iny ol the ooii liiidion in Uio Act 
ot Ihdo liad niado it < !< .o llial th<‘ ]iro]d(n] ol llo’ innKOi.■ Jos no! .1 l)o iakon 
in hand h\ Indian,^ lliciin(d\ s. '*Jjony lan;/' hoinhardoni nl h\ b adinp ]ior- 
sonahtn's Iroiii ]da,llorin and I'l'i’is islilli'’ lik;l_\ U) b ad ainwhcro. W hat 
is wa-nta'd is osca[)c, fioni Iho t.\ninny of plnasLS and a tlosooiiL lioin idoahsni, 
from tdio ahctiact lo llio coin. roio. 

Ho conlitniod . “J hohovo t.bat < nly by nn'ans of discnssion Jiniony tlioso 
who ca,n speak wilh aiitliorily lor llioiJ- !ollo\\(rs, infoini.il and in conlidcmco 
in the birr^l nndain-o, is lu Ipiiil i'])]'rov la I loii ol lln-ir ros-pcolno shindpoints 
and diirnidlio-; jnlr i'( id. m thorn lu ho hoik'd lor. II s(i(Ji a dis^nssion is to 
ho faildifal tlr ro. must ho on a.ll sides a p.'iuinio wall to sncoood and a real 
s])iril of conipi oiiiisi'. d'ho I’-nlish th»v. rnnu'nt (annot ( onnpol those llunys ; 
lho\’ can oni\ pkaid lor Ihoin as 1 ino^t ('arnord.ly do.” 

Holti Mahal ina (hindhi and Dr. Itaj aidra ] h’a.^ad, tlia Clonpvoss Presi¬ 
dent ox])r'SBod b'ei’n disal>point nrait al tlm iilteionee, ol Ijonl Zetland. 

Mr. i\l. A. dmnali i'oleas< d for puhlu ation hm coi'ro-.pond'laai with Ibis 
Excellency iho ^dccro_\, in which llie bitP'r inaab* it <1 ar lli.it ins (lovorn- 
iiient realized the iinpoi lance of the eontonlinont of the Most in C.'ojinuiun ty 
in iicdiioN inp cianst iliitaonal [tr<.)L;r(. ss. 

Air. l^\i/.lul Hu(i, Prmnier ol Denirah called a conforonce of 15 Hindus 
and 15 Moslems to aitempl to settle the commun.il prohloiii in iho I'rosince. 
Air. IIiKi further staled that the host solution lor India,’s piohb'ins woidd 
be the iorininp of coalition cabniols in the l5-o\incos for the duialion of the 
weir. Sir Zikandar Hyat also expri'ssed liis willinpn-ss to piV(' the plan a 
trial in his i’roxinco il it would iacihtato an .Ml-India sotllenn nt. 

Ill the Congress Prcsidiiit lal election, Ah'ulana A hill Ivabun Azad defeat¬ 
ed his opponent Air. Al. N.lioy by a laiye majority—ibnyal (.bdey.ites took 
no ])art in the volinyn 

Alilitary operations wmi'o launched in the sctllod areas’’ heWvcen the 
Baniiu Kohat road and tribal territory and in Ahniadzai Zaliont. The h’aquir 
ot Il)i was supposed to be ill anti his lulbiw'ors \vt re Icadorless. 

The dispute between the Congress Working Cuinmiltee and the Bengal 
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Congress Committee eoniimied. Tlie E. P. C. C. Oisfifniiaicd three Distriefc 
Committed'S for e()-oi)_Tating witli the ‘Ad Hoc,” j'ilcction Commit,Lf'O 
ai»]»oiMted l)y Hi^h (Command. ]C)l]owing tliis ac,tion, tlie Woihing 

Committee' ad. Patrui dee-ided to sm;p''ud the Ih I’. C'. C. lor “acts of de- 
fj'.inec.” Tin; la.tter was also a'^hed to show cause wh> it should not ho 
disadiliated. The Ad Hoc Committee wms temporarily aj^pointod to act 
instead of the P P. C C. 

1st. A Rtuodii Stale’ luoclainalioii aniioniiccd tlio iiiaiu'nrntion t»f tlu' new (t)nBti- 
tution embodied in the- (tovcrnmni t of IJarexla A< 1. 1 lie' e'oiisl i( lU ion strcKsi'el 

the fiinelamciital identity of inh'rcsis liclwccii Ills Tlmlincss the Maliai.ija aiiel 
luH js'oplt^. His lliiiluiess earnestly liope'il iliat the yieatly increased oj >]'oi t ii n i- 
ties for se'rvice aliieh llie new e-oinOitiition eonlerie'd on the' jicoph' a\ou1(1 he 
utilised with a due si’iise oi lespormdnlil^ and in a sjtirit oi nintiial umleislaiid- 
ina anel pondwill so as to enahle it tei lielp to a<ham-c the mati'Mal [md moral 
pioare'ss of his ]teo’ple. —The constit iiliou pie)\ided tor a Lc'l islaln’c (bmiicil 
(l)hara Sahhap esansislinp oi bo niemhers, ol almm .17 \M':c to lie cIin-UhI and 
lid iK'iminale'd Nine' of the nomimilc'd memhers would lie olhrmls. d’hna' would 
hf' no elistiiu-tioii he'twe'e’n inhaii and lUi'al cou-'.l it uem ies ('\-'epl in the' ease of 
Jfaroda City. 41ie ! P'wan would he' llic cx-o!iii io Pie'-id<‘nf ol ihe (’oum il. 

Mr A. K. Fa/,lul Hnej, Po'mieT ol l»euj,al, and 3!i lb (b (4u\tl(U ice', Vico- 
Presidciit, of tlu' tbamal Hiirlu Mahasiddia issc'-d a jomt. stateaneul e.reiiip the 
immediate m'e('ssity of a round tahh'. eonfetem-c eil i epi fbt'ii i ali\es ol tiie liinelu 
and Mosh'in Commiinilies eil Ib'im’ah 

In a jouit statement is-.iied hy Ur. Shyama Pra'ad Aloob ■: ice', i\Ir. S. \. 
Lanede'C, Mr. N. K. Ibisu, Mr. N. (b ('hat it': <' ami Mi. S.t'uel ICiumr Roy 
C'liowdhuiu, Hindu li^aelers of Ib'iual elcseiihed the communal Awaiel as “lim 
leal caneer ('atiiie, iiilo Ihe \iials ol the ]>iihlie liie ol It'mar’, and i! shoiiid 

tiisl !)t' tae-kleel hy tlie* pro,.osed c mfere'nee oi rt'pi eseni .it i \ es of Jlindiis ami 

iMod.'ins. 

] 0‘ r* S. Moonje adihcssinu a public niectini’ a* .lanHlu'hjmr, Said: ‘TI is 
the' elu!\ e)f e’\eiy llimln to-day to join the M.ahasal'iia ami loM’e'l the* lea'him 
ol Maiiatma (biudlii, wlm, as Dr-fuior eil (bmeicss, has impaite'd them nmle'r the 
name' of nationalism hu the' last / xrais” 

Pi, Jla)e'iieha Piasad, the (’onerc'^s p!('^id('n}, in liis h'lte'i to Si, Sarat 
(''hamlra hose' H'ferre*d to the “deliai'.ee" h_\ t.lie Ib-'iieal ('oneie-ss ( Om m) Ie'e ol 
the' .Ml-lmlia Woikine, ('< un mil le't'. lie saiel ; ‘11;. s.iyiim tial in ih* A. 1 ( 

(b ilu'K' is a ]ia''ke'd inaioiity, \on ha\(' imid'* llu' iimiill, nuue' ] oiiil.el. 'I'lie 

assciliem IS wluelh nnmsiilie'll and nin\oitliy. I e,"'uoi imaLine a L'O'ale'i ms..ll, 

te) the' me'uiheis l•nn(•l'rue'el and to the e-h'-Uoi e.t e* n', Ur k lehii.n'ii (l')e;i).” 

ddu' Puiyai) Assemhly rcje'cle'd h\ 4- \o'es 1,> an ad]ou • u uie'U t moAoi; 

iiio\e'el hy Pi. Sateapal (( 'i>n'j,r('ss) iclatiny le» a iu'n,„ e'mli ike- by puluiral )'i!- 

Hoiicis in t.lie l'\'U)/A'i)Mre' di'-tii-t j.oh 

‘iind- Ills K\c('lleney the Vmt'ioy ])resided o\ er a eou'b'ou c at tin' Vi" ' o\'s llou^o' 
at New l>t'lhi \\lir'n a : em-i.d icNieu u". m,-.'’. ■ >4 i;,,- jkonimi situaOon. 4 he' 

('eunmamle'i-in-(’’hie'f, seve'ral olheers of Aim> ! i (’i j..;n lei s, the' I inaiiee' s'l'in- 

Ih'i (Si! Jeicmy haismau) ami t Iw' (hixeiiioi (4 tiu' Noi'.h A'eestein I'b(.)ntie'r 
Pio\inces (Mr (P'oi'ee ('unniiip i: nm) we'ie piesent. 

Tllr. JM. A. .Iinnah, in an inlei\ie\v at Ne'u I'e'in, obse:ucei that the tiist, ' iiel 
fiiTielaine'iilal ]>e)int em which the Movi<>ni lya ■!*' in^mleel was :liat, the' (ie)\e'in- 
nienl of Jneha 7\el slioidd pe) “ieick, steie-k and ha.’ie'l” ami the' wlmb* e'onstitiitioii- 
al piohlem eemside'ied atiesh. 

At a ime'lim: of memhers of hie lAiie'ipn (hmimille'c* of tlie All-India Meisle'iii 
T,( 0 apiie, e-erlain “fiinelame'iilal pi in<-ir4('s” on which in tJu' e)pinion eil dioslcms, 
tlie till lire Indian eemstitulion should he hase-d w<‘re deiined. Sir Ahelnlla 
JIaroon jiresieleel at the ineetinp. 

3nl. Tn an article in the Ihnijitv, Alaludma Gandhi jusiifie'd the elanse in the 
(bmpri'ss iiidepemlem'(' ph'dge re'latinp to Ihilish iiih'in Iiielia. Jle le'fcried to 
tlie ohjection raised by Mr. Jb E. dames aLainst the cl.nise in tlie t'onme'ss 
inelej)('iiel('nce ]>le'(|ec' relatinp to P>iil,is!i nih' iii India. d'h(' clause: slated that 
“the Ihitish Government in India has not only (h'ljiM'd the Inelian ]'eopIe of 
their freeelom be.t lias based itself iipor the exploitation of the niasbcs and has 
ruined India economically, politically, culturally and spiritually”. 
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Sj. S:\rat Chnixlra Rose, rc])lyinji: to tlic C()iip;ress rroRident’a lottcr, reiterated 
liiK statement that the All-India (\)n^n*ss Committee had a ]>aeked majority and 
reterri'd to the jiievahmce ot “violeiiec and eorrnption within tlie Conj^ress”. 

Relernne: to the ohjecrioiis raisi^l by J)r. I’rasad. to the taking- of i-eterendiim, 
Sj. Rose said * “Tln^ teelinical ohjeetion i)lead(!d by yon is not enough to turn 
down a sngpi'slion to ai)]>eal to the basic sanction o‘ demoeiajy. You take your 
stand c)n a narrow legalistic obji'ction”. 

l\lr. lihulabhai Desai, a member of the Working Committee, oiicning the 
Tamilnad I’olitical t'onlerence, releiretl to tlic Vn-eroy’s oth'r ot dominion 
Status. i\Ir. 1 tesai liointed out how in th<‘ Union of South Africa it was de¬ 
monstrated that, It could assert itself as e\ideneedby tieiuMal ]IerlzoL'’s resolution 
in tlie United I’arliament. 'Fhey in India weic eoncerned more about the subs¬ 
tance of indcj'endciKa'. ‘‘Let us lake them (Rritain) at their woid, and ask them 
to i'ro\ e it in deeds.” 

Mahatma (iandhi, in the Ifnnjnn, answere<l certain ob)(‘ctious rais<'d against 
Ids liijiiraf ads ice to Hindus in Sind. He said : “My advice to migiate is tor 
all who l(H'l o]'])i-esse(l and cannot live wit.luuit loss of sell-i es] ect in a ]'aiticular 
]»lac('. II lh(' Mosb'ins, \Nheie they aie in a minoiity. were leally o|>]>iessed and 
sought, my ad\ice, J should give them the same aebiee that 1 ha\e eiviai to the 
Mini ilindiis. Rut, as a i.eneral jule th(‘y are capable of Jiolding their own even 
wlien they ai'c in a minoiity. 

4th. IMis. Saioiini Naidii, addressing the Commemoration U)ay ci'lebration of the 
Jhneiishaw t’oilcei', t'litack, ob^^u veil ; “‘(tne woid has ohsi ssed us for the last 
L'o >cars, and it, is ‘'nationalism”. 'Hie dctiniiion of nationalism is too narrow. 
\\ (' ha\e to lie some thing lu'ttcr than paiiiots. We must take the ina\) ol the 
Woild into <-onsiilci at ion ioi evei y gi'^tnie of sc7\ice 1o India.” 

'Hit' W'oikiiij (^Miunittcc ol the ;\ll-lndia iMoslcin heaeiie met at New Helhi 
ami adjoin ned alter pa>snie se\e:al lesoliitions. < )ne ot the resolutions was: 
“'J he Winking (‘ommiltei* dejdoies the (iiing by the ]»olice on IMohammedans 
at runluinpiir (t'cniiai I'lo'inccs) on January i> and urges Jlis Hxcidh'iicy the 
(h)\einor ol tin' t'cntial rio\inces lo appoint an impaitial tiilmnal to inrpiiie 
into the i'n idiMits ami tal.e such steps as may be iiecessaiy for the eondint of 
an inipai I lal and lair impiii y.” 

IMi. ra/.!ul Huij ihalaied in New Ihdhi: “In the best interests of the 
country, tlic pic>rnl deadlock must be sohed. d'he solution to mv mind 
-would he the silting up ol coalition go\einments in the ]>io\im‘es during the 
intciim I'ciioil ol the wai. 1 am ju-epari'l to take (^uigiessnien iiPo my Cabini't.” 

bii ^ikandar ih, at Khan, i’lemicr of the I'uniab, had an inteniew with 
IMahatma (iaiidhi a! New Hclhi. 

In the l'un)ah .A‘-smnhly, leidying to a question in connexion with the ratio of 
communal 11 '] u c:,cn tation in (loM-inmcn! seivices, hii Sunder Sinuh Majitliia, 
ItcNenue Alinisler said that the following ]'ropoi lions weie lix(‘d lor future 
reci-uitinen' • .Moslenm ' p.c. Hindus J'' p. c and ^lkhs I’t i pc. 

!fth. Alahatma (diiidli wimt to the ViciuoCs House at New Hi Ihi. lie remained 
with His H.'cilhaicy lor ah,cut L’' houis. hiihMquimtly an oha lal comniunajue 
was issued, stating, ‘'In nsponsi' loan in-iitation fiom Ills INxci-Ueiicy, Mr. 
(iandhi came to see the Viceioy. A prolonged and \ery fiiendly discussion took 
]>lacc in whicli the whole jiOMlion was exhaustively examini'il. 

His Hxcel!em-y the (io\ernor id Rimgal, presiding at the annual meeting of 
the Ko^al Asia'ic Society of Reimal in Calcutta, observed : “A true sidiolur is not 
bound by eonsidei at ions of national or racial adxantage. He sei'ks to add to 
the sum total of human knowledge and cultural aihance.— The scholar has lime 
to meditat(‘ upon the ]>ast, to consider its significance as afl'ccling the futuie, 
and to him knowledce of the past makes the juesent jealousies and liatreds of 
mankind seem Inlile.” 

His Excellency the (Jovcriior of tlie United ]^ro\inees, dealing with the politi¬ 
cal silnalion in India, in tJie course of a speech at Jaieknowg deelared : “It tvas 
a great disajijtoin 1 mi'iit to me to find on mv return to India after a short holi¬ 
day the extent to which the situation had detoiiorab'd.” 

I)r. R. y. Moonje, the IMahasahha hauler, in a statement from Jamsliedpur, 
while weleoming tJie eoiiferenee of Tlindn and Moshmi leaders of Bengal, pro- 
])osed by the Bengal 1‘reniier, said, the idea eonld not, come wdthin the pnriiew 
of practical jiolitics nnh'ss : (J) Air. Candhi revised his attitude with regard to 
Moslems and eancellcd his statement of his loyal acceptance of the Communal 
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AAvnnl. f') 4Iic (nml iJic Jvoa.mie doiioiiiK'od ilu; Coinniiin.'il 

AA>ai(l. (.'4 I’olli liic^C'(in.!jicHK niid (iu‘ jMosk-iii L<'ap,(K‘ made' uj* Iheii mind 
to ‘:m\ of tlic Uiitifdi (toM'iiimcnI. in (his donn'slic ({uarid.” 

Glh. Ilis J'h\r(']lf nc\ llta Vitanov j:rant('d an intt'nirw lo I\lv. IM. A. Jiiinali, 

ricsidcnl ()l llu' All-India IMos'lcm LcaLun, at. Nnw l>dhi. A communique issued 
allci the nuM'line staft'd ; “in icsj oi.se to an iiuitalion Iiom Ills I'ixcclIcncy, 
I\Ii. .hnnah today came to see tlie Viccioy. dlio com ci sal ion, ^^’llich lasted lor 
ov(‘T an lioiiT, laiiLcd o\('r the \\li(»lc i-osilion. Mr. .linnali inycd on Ills 

lOxcelh'ncy tl;e ercai imi'oitam-e alladicd hy (lie I'ioslini and oilier minoiities to 
the safe,'nai dine of their j-osiiion in any setth-menl t>r discussions that, miylit 
taK(' ] lace. Ills L\cd|cncy assnu'd I\lr. .hnnah that, Ifis Alajcslds (io\ei nment 
AAeic felly ali\(' to the r.cco-^iix loi safe;_’uai diny, the l(';ait i niaf e interests of the 
miiif)!iln s, and (hat In* need he nndci no ai'i'ichcnsion that the imijortance of 
tho-c scilijrcts ^\oldd he lost siaht of,” 

Alahatma (iaiidhi in a statement leiaidinc his eon vm sat ions ^\ilh the Viceroy 
said, “ I 1'(‘ vital diilcK nce helweeii the t oneu'ss demand and tlu’ Yi((‘’oy’s oiler 
consists in the lac' that the Vn eiods dha e<ud''mi4at<‘S linal d(‘lei mina(ion of 
India's destiny hy the Ihiiish (hoeinmeni Avlieieas the ('oneK-ss eon lem| lates 
just the c()!) 1 1 ai y.-- die (’oneicss position is that the t<‘st of leal hf'edom consists 

in the I'cople of India deleimininij their om n destiny iMthoiU outside 

Intel tcience." 

In the ( ential Assrmhly, tlu' hhnain e ATend>er inliodiired a Ihll to anumd the 
Ivcseixe hank Act. h'li Zatrulla Klian, intiodin-ed anotluM’ Ihll to H‘)'lac(> the 
oidinaice tvi pioside !oi the <omiailsoiy led.stiation of iMiiopean Ihnish sidijeiMs 
ol indiiaM ae(' in India whnh would <‘\|>iie at the end ol Id-hiuaiy. 

hii Akhar !I\dati, i’lesident M/ani's J']\eeuti\e douiicil addles-,ine tlu' Slate 
Ti('vnlati\e ('ouiad, at llxdeiahad. said ; “( )ui alliance with the Ihitish 
( h o <■! n men l has stood im I’ui) \cais and tlu' ties whieJi hi'n! ns to the ( lown 
aie uni t; cid^.ilile. IlNdeiahad and tin' Stales ha\<“ alwa}s insisted that our 
idalMiiiS ai(' with the ('i<»wn in llu- Ignited Kingdom and this f.u I has now hecn 
iev'(ivni/ed. llie hiali othn (' ol (he (down I lepn sen t at i \ e heme sv inhohe of i(. 
;\n\ eonsiitmion toi India, if it iinohed (w (ai in j'arl a 1 1 ansfei em (' of those 
KhUions to auN otlai amhoiim, niiis;, neees-aiily lequiic' the assent of 11 is 
Jixal.ed liu'nne-s in so lai as llxdeiahad is eoiiieiued" 

Adiai>a .1. Ik Kiiialani, (leueial S(‘cietaiy, All-lndia ('onyiess ('oinmiltee 
issued a stali'imnt waininy the (.'Diietess unim iu Leiieal ol tlie eoiis< (jnei.ees d 
thev holed to abide hy the division ol the All-India C'onyiess t'oinmitlee with 
jeeaid to elections iu the piovince. 

In tlie Vintial 'isseudolx, Sii .leiemx Kaisman, Ihn.iuee Alendiev, inOodiiced 
the Lxei ss j’lolils Ikdl and eoininended peneiallN the social justice ol makiny 
avadahle to the <ouiniunity Loneially a }a!t at least ol (he windfall th.al war 
hioie, lit to tlu' few. Mr. Alex. Aikman, tlie leader of the i'anojiean (doup made 
a ei meal anal\ sis of the Ilill. 

7lh. Sir kk V. Itamaswamy Ixia. Lewan of ''I'l a'> aiu-oi e, iiitei \ ii'w ed Kyaidiny the 
eommnniqm' 'osued lelaiine to the. inteiMews l>e\weeu Ills Kxet'lh m ^ l\ie 
Vn eiox and Alessis (taudlvt and .Iiuuah, satd : “As Uiv iiu\e\ eudeue(> ol aux 
hind, It is, iu mx huinhle \uw, so iai laymid tlie immi' ot piaetual imlons 
that it caum»i la' smiouslx (h haled in \ iew' rs] (v ially ol what is (akiny ] lace all 
C)\<’i Mill('!'(' and Asia “ 

dhe C'tntial AsMinhly apieed lo eireidation of All. Lai-hand i^a^a]lai’s IliII to 
amenil llu' Imhan I'lnai ( od(‘ so as lo laise iJie ape limit ol a jcison. woman or 
man, in (Oimcxion vtith ti;e olh nees ol kidna] [ine and uhdiietion, to hs xeaiK, 
inslead of the exisiinp ape limit oi 10 ^eats in tlie case ol a pmi and 14 xeaiH 
in lh(' ease of a male eiidil. 

8lli. Ilis lliphness the Apa Khan, iid(ixiew(d in Homhay, snpi'Otled Saidar 
Ikdhohhai J'alil’s siipp»sti(»n to leaAe tlie oiitslandinp, jolilieal t rohiim ol the 
day to !)(' settled hx a eonh’H'iiee of memheis of h*}. islal iik’s in India, lie said, 
“]f is an ex<eJhni siipp'^ si ion. 4 his is the most, (laetical step towards a final 
Retlliniint of jdl ih<‘ piohlems heloie ns- tlie communal prohhm, the K'lalioiib 
hi'twcen Ihiiish Lidia and Indian fStales and, finally witii (he lii ilish 
Ciovei nmenl.’’ 

4'h(' k'ential Assembly ]>assrd wullioiit a ditision 8ii‘ Leza All’s rei-oliilion 
iTeomnu ndinp tliat eaily s(e]is be taken to streiipthen the aii‘ tUddiee ol India 
by protidinp, suitable air training for Indian yoiilhs and establishing an auxiliary 
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Indini) 7\ir Forco, coininr'iisiiuifn willi the size, ])()|)ulations and requirements of 
tli(‘ eountiy, to be inunned by Indians. 

Dr. S!iyiun;i Pr.-isiid Mnok-Miue :ind Mr. li C Clialteijre, two leadinu’ members 
of Ili(‘ r>{'ni:,;d ilindii !M:jb!is;i!)!i:i, issued ioiotly a H(ai(an('nt eriIieizin;; the speech 
made by tlu' llome Miiiisler, Kliawaja Sir Xa/iinuddiii, in ilic llciieal Lemslative 
on January JJ on a nmlion foi the apnoii iniuil nf a eonimiltee of 
nl iiKpury t,o iinc'stuale into the atOivis ol Noakhah. In tlie coai'se of his 
S!)('(''h tli(‘ ilouK' \Iinisici- de-laicd that nothing was uroiie Aviili Noakhali and 
that, the alle.-ations made W'*re, wilhoni any lonndalion. 

Su' r. S. Sivaswami Iyer, tin' Lile'ial loader <>t iMadi’as, in aii intorvit'w 
H'aled : “1 sc(> no prosooct of a pea'-elnl S('t t lenient oi the \'ilal qnestio:is at 

issn(> iierween (lie Hindus and alahonn'd.ms without any oiitsidi' in 1 ei ivu em-e.” 


Bth. In tlu' course of a dis'-iission, in the Central AsSf^iroly, Sii Dowasjl diOiaiieir 
stToiicly critiei/i'd the IXees-, 1‘iohts da\ Ihll and haeiicd a h))ir’,lcil athn k - not 
on tli(' i»roi)osa!s to tax e,\,-(‘^s junfits a’isjnc liom t.hc wai—but oii wliat la! 

f.iilhiui adoption, wo'-J s.vii,,|, and riaiis.' of the Kiiylish 
1M,; ) wiliiout any lelereina- to linban (onditions. 

Uai<'ment ucd in ( alculta in connexion ^u(h 
loj till' ('on.’i'c'’S Ih'oidcn I slop, said : ‘d'hir me 
in<li’> idual, but lie! ween luo sets of ideas and 


dcsei ;b ‘d as ; In' hlnid 
lh;eess I’l'otits d’ax i ol 
All AI. N. iPiv. in a ihess 
Ills nominatt ni a-- a candidaO' 
tiie I'oiitest js not a amsi anv 
ideals.'’ 

10th. Alalialma (Jandlii wi^ite in 
lis' : '' 1 iicie need be no dn,,i 

of lu'col iai ions In. ‘ u een \ i [r 
I'ossibdi; les ol a s-a t Icnn'iit. 

]i; onoumanncnl in liotnba'v 
d'hi' W’oi kini; {t )in mil i ei' of 


dis'cssi'd the politi 
1 U’ol deni l)(' rcfei i < 
S;'.\ at 'rear pi esidcif. 

d’hc t io\ linn'll t 
t>i din an (' ot ib!' I, 
Dr, lha)''ndia lb, 
slated ; II you are 
members, > iiu <-an 11 


d situation, jiassi 
to the i.e.i 


the niidei- (lie caidion ‘ Tiie (asl: hefore 

ppointni.'iil amo’!': (_'onaies-^men, i.'o'i- tin' failnic! 

tilt' Xn-er,,) and me, W’e met l-i ('xploie tlie 
I Jiad seen tlie yeims oi i(, m tiie Viri'ieyal 

lilt' Hindu dnis.ibiia at Nt w iH'lbi, winch 


ue 


'.sol 111 loin 
ot .\bi 


us 


for 


me that, tl 
s-; i lenmiit 


I" un m uiial 
Air. V. D. 


of llciiLial j»romuDa1ed an 
to I ceula'c t.lie j i o\\ i ne, :il 
isad, lU t’le e.m.ia,' ol Ins 
keen on lia’, iiij tin- 
1 lainl v ha\ e it, and I \\. 


the .A.l.D.D. whi 'h wiil he el'"l(“l on l''eh'Maiy 1 
tiiin ha\e lieeii eleeled hy tin' juiinaiv memheis. 
t’oiure.ss il you 


( P di iiau' 1' 
i’,.le in J't| 
to r-i, 
! ol 
1 \ ite 

at, 


•alb"! the r.eue-al 


e; ']\ 
e.die 


a ute 
I’ose, 


hiiny, uj) the mailer in a suilahle eonslil ullonal 


haial Dh.aii 
the ]M-imuy Conjiess 
>')U to try a chaiiee at, 
e IcL ales \^ iio in t heir 
session of tlie 


manner. 


Dth. Air. H. hrini\asa l}enyar, a fo; mer Ibi'sident of tlie (’oicjress, in a slatemeiit 
to the ibess in Aladias siimM'sted tliat tlie leadeis of tlu' Doimiess and the 
Moslem Deayne should meet to hriny about a seii.h-men! of tin; eoiii m iinal and 
Cons!nntional pr()blems. 

Air. Amiillal Ojua, Ihesident of tlie Indian (b)llieiy Owneis’ .Assoeiation, 
addressing the si’senih annual yeiu'ral meeiine, said, “\ s\ir\cy of I'bbb Woiul 
E-ouomy leveals t.h.at the woild was not \(ay \iuppy iiom tlie eeonomm point of 
.lew ill tin' xear pist ('inled, d'lu' poliil.-al tionhles ol 1'.) IS eonliuned and in 
Some cases inif'lisilied, and t.lio eonsiiminalion was leaehed m Sej'temher last 
wdieii the present wai was preeioitaled.’’ 

^ randit dawhailal Xe'nru inauyuratim; the All-Alaharastra (bmeress Youth 
(b.ineiem e in llomha>, appealed to the youths ol the country to dm'-ard luovin- 
cialisin. Ali. N. \. (ladsil picsidcd. 

‘dh'iieal Doncrcss Da>” was observed in Calcutta : a statement, issued hy the 
b'f'cu'tary, I>eny:d I’roviiieial Coimiess (lommitti'o, exjilaininy tlie committee’s 
]iiesent attitude in leyaid to the A’onyiess Woikiny Committee, was siippo ted at 
a well alti'uded puhlie meeting held in hraddliananda I’aik, A'alcutta. h^aiat 

Chaiidni Hose presich'd. 

lioid Zetland in an interview to the Sarulai/ Timrs, made an a]>pral to leaders 
of the Indian Donyrehs to “escape from the tyranny of phrases.” 

12lh. The Central AsS('mh!y, hy CD votes to 7, referred the Excess I’lolUs Tax Bill 
to a tSeh'ct Commit I(’e. 

Dr. Hajeiidra I’lasad, the Cymyress President, in a statement on Lord Zetland’s 
a]>i'eal ^ to Cony less leadeis wlihdi lie made in his inti'rview to the SuViday Vir/avs, 
Buid : “If tve Biillor from a iyraiuiy of phrase the Pirilish Covernment -with all 
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its vnsi oxjH'rionrc of (iovoriinioiit of mon should not siifDr from it. :iih 1 slionld 
!)(' rihle to boldly iiccept tiu' Indum dciiiaiul.'’ ilo cout.imu'd, “Ihitisli slal(\sm<;ii 
^^ill do well t(^ nliod their juitroniziiip, tone aud be ])i(!j>ared to deal witli Indians 
on t.ei ins ol e(jiinlity.” 

J )r. Idiji'iidia i*rasad, in rej>Iy to Air. AI. N. Roy’s loqnest. for ])ost j)onemenl of 
the pj-esideiit.ial election in ouier to enable tin* Henyal deleenh'S to pari leipato in 
if, stated that it was impossible t.o eomi>ly with tiie uainesf as arran-emenIs lor 
tlie |)residential eh'etion had ahead) brcn inadf in tin* oiIum' pro\ im-es. 

Air. da; I’rakash Naram, (ienei al' Seei etai y, All-lmlia Coii-k'ss Socialist, I'arty 
p\'oress('(.l Ills \ i('w on tin* (\nijress I'l esuh'ii i lal eU'ciioii : ‘‘lo N’ob' a'ainsf 
Alaiilana .\'ml Kalam A/ad would be to lepndiale the leadeishij) (d Air. tiaiidiii 
in t.he pri'Sf'iit, i-risis. We must, tlieieloie, \oie lor Alanhoia Ahul Kal.ini .\/. id.” 

Sir (i. S lhajpai, lOdiieation ^eoietaiy, into, ri.rd So /ia”ddm A!'im‘d ilia! ihe 
state ol tin'll’ linames peiiniliine and siihii at to the \oie ot tin' Ij-'^idal i\e 
Assembly, tin' (Jo\enime!;t oi India proposed o* ni do- a r-.aijt not exeei'dme Us. 
.hi laklis dmine, the next d yeais lo tin- Delhi I ni\eisny. 

IBlIi. The rresideiit of the v’-'iitod A'^-scinb] \, admi'ted resol'itions u'l'om mendina 
ihe pieeaiation tor a eom^iiinliou loi Jiidia on the basis ot tali ifominion Siafus 
of ttio \\b‘.simin.sier Statiiti' laiiety. 
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(’ominitlee dhe i’('j»oit of that, ('onimiilee showed that in Id,A. ('on [ass 
eleelioiis in Ihhar were eondneted in a manner that hdi no (hiubt, a'ooat iln' 
pievah'nee ol wudi'spn'ad eorrnption, \ioh'neeand imiairness in Ihe (ouck'ss 
ornani/ilion in Jkd.uo, in s’pitc of wldeh theie was no snaeesiion of inlei’\eniion 
)»y t,h(' Woikiny, tlommitte('”. 

14th. Alalnitma Gandhi iss’U'd a statement to the Ihess on the inlervii'w' ei’si'n liy 
IjOrd /('llaiid to tin' Siuk/iii/ Tmn-s (London) ; ‘1 ]ia\e been tanaht to belie\e 
that, Dominion Status ot the Westminslei Statute \ane!y is akin to indepen- 
di'iiee and '.inlinles the riL’lit to secede. Tliereloie, 1 had thoiiplit tlieie would 
he no diHieiilty about I’.iilain allowdne India to deleimine In'r own status, Jbit 
Loi (I /ii'tlaiul niaki'S it, clear that Ihit.ain, not India, lias to deieiminc it. In 
Ollier wo)i’ds, tin' liritish hold on India must I’eniain” 

All. Nalini Kanjaii Saikei, fonner I’lnanee Alinisier ot L'li'od, addressine a 
piililie mt'clim/ at Ghamlpnr, K'buK'd to llie ])i()posed eonldui'iiee in ('aleiitta 
convened liy Air. .A. K. Ea/lnl llmt (Lrenr.ei) lo settle 1 lindu-Aloslem probU'ins. 

Mr. il. 0. Alookiierjef', Jhesident, Indian t'hristian A.sso.uation, at, the annual 
rm'i'linji, of that body in (^aieiitta, oiisencd : “We are not a clainorous j'arty, we 
do not raise a hue and eiy ; l)nt we are tlioronehly alert and alive to the situa¬ 
tion, and we are studying the eiirrentR and eross-eiirrents that are {i,oinp on in 
the eon 11 try.” 

In eoniiexion wdth the Ministerial crisis in Sind, tlie Go\erm)r sent for tlie 
leaders of the three G[>])Osition Tartles in the Assenihly and diseusBcd tlic 
fpiestion of the formation of an alternative Clahinct. 

Tlie Leni;al Govern ment, issued a eonipreli('nsi\e doeiinn'iit refntinp; the 
alle;/ation made by the All-India Hindu Maluisabha at its annual session in 
Calcutta in Doeember. that the Alinisliy's policy was eonunnnal and reactionary. 
15th. Alaulana Abul Kalam Azad led by 1811 votes to 181 a):ainst Air. Al. N. Roy 
in the Oon^^ress ]nosidential election for the Ramc,aih session. The result of 
voting in only one province—Sind—remained to be declared. 
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The Central Assembly passed with one amendment the Indian Arbitration 
Bill as rf 3 ))(ntcd upon by llie Seleet Committee. . . ^ , . , . , 

Sj. Sublias Chantlra Bose, presided over a meetiii'; in Calcutta, in wiiicn a 
resolulion was passed eoiidemuinj^ the allo'z.ed repressive policy of the Covern- 
meut of BeiijA'd and askin'^; tliem 1o end it immediately and to restore the 
status quo wliicJi existed before Se|>tember 10.49. 

At a meeting; of the out^oine; Working Committee of he^ Punjab Congress 
Committee—a resolution was ])assed inviting the A. I. C. C. to hold the next 
session of the Congress in the Punjab. Dr. S. D. Kitchlew piesided. 

Khan Bahadur Alla Baksh, the I’remicr of Sind, tendered the resignation of 
his (kihiiHit to the (governor. 

The Bengal Legislative Assemlily discussed and eventually passed the third 
reading of the Bengal Pinanee (Amimdment) P>ill. 

P.engaPs Budget Estimates for 191r>-ll, presenteu in the Assembly by ^Ir. 
Huhraw.ardy, Einama* Minister, revealed a delieit Peveniie rereijUs were phe-ed 
at Ps. PI crores 97 lakhs and exi>enditure at Bs. 14 crores and .jj lakhs, or Rs. 
oT lakhs more than revenue. 

Kith, d'lie eh-ilion of Maidana Ahiil Kalam A/.ad, as Presidi-iit of the Congress, 
was announec'd hy A'har\a.I. B. Kiipalani, (ieneral Sceietary, AILlndia 
Congri'ss (k)mmitt,ee. lie S('-nr(‘d a majority ol J.bTJ \'ol('S, -4 lie iMaulana 
polled ],Sd voles as against iS.i setuired by his ]i\’al Mr. M. N. ib>y. 

In tlio (V'litr.al Assembly, the IPiilway Budget ]e\('aled a surplus of over 
Rs. 8 crores, and ciintained ju'Ojxisals tor iinu'eases in liei.’liL and laiais. 

]\lr. P. S. Macilonald^ Ciiairinan, Indian Jute Mills Asso-ialion, at thi' annual 
meeting of that body in (.\dcntta, o!)ser\ed : i'lie war lias nioiiili/ed tiie 
economic unity of the Biitish Em]>ire and leinfon-ed all its inaleiial resoiir's's. 
India, in this world n]>iieaval, stands in the lavonred I'o.sition oi being a su)»pli- 
cr ot many important raw and liiiished aiti'des so necessary for the conduct 
of the war.” 

Ill the Bengal liegi.slative Assemlily, Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose announeed that 
he and the members of his parly would defy the Deienee of India Aet^ and the 
rules made under it unless the (lovernment made tlitmi inojairative- the said 
announe.ement by the leader of the oi»positiou i>arty was made in the course 
of a ilebate on an adjouiniuent motion to discuss (he orders of externinent passed 
on certain labour, i)eas:int and student woikers under the Defcnim of India 
Rules. --'Pile motion was dcleat»‘d by PC votes to Tb. 

In the Central Assembly, Sir Rainaswaniy Mudaliar, (’(uumerce Member, 
introduced a Bill designed to pre\ent the exposure of (diildren to the risk of 
exploitation and cmjdoyiuent in unhealthy and dangeious conditions. 

ITtli. I\Iahatma Candhi wrote in the llani<(ii : ‘d do not repent having visited 
the Viecroy and having had a ])rolonLied talk with him. I am (piite convinced 
that we would put ouistdi'es in tJie wn^ng if, in our jinpatK'ucc, wc i>iocipitute 
a battle or, whi.di is tiie same (biiig, bang the door on negotiations.” 

IMahatnia (daiidlii in an artnde in the Ihinjan, under the caption, “is it war”, 
said : “Idle \i('w that it what Eord Zetland has said ]c])3esents tb.e consideicd 
Mew of the lUilisl) (u>\eiMment then tliero is no meeting eround between the 
iialioiialisls and the imperialists and it means a declaration ot war on live 
nationalists.” 

'Mahatma (bindhi, on his -way to Santiniketan, Bolopur, accom’panicd by Mrs. 
Candlii and bis txvo secrelaiies ariived at. Howrah station. 

18lh. The Cloiiucil of the National Liberal Eedeiation of India which nu't in 
Bombay, passed a lesolution welcoming the Viceroy’s announcement regaiding 
the intention ot the Biitish (lovernment to introduce in India Jkmiinion Status 
of the W'estminster vaiiet} at. the concli:si()n of tlic war. 

Maiilana Afml Kalam A/.ad, in an iiiter\icw at Lahoie, stated : ‘'The present 
state of suspense cannot continue longer, and 1 can say that after the Ramgarh 
session the (.’ongrt'ss must take a step forward. 'J'hat step will surely take the 
form of a iieiv struggle.” 

Mahatma Caiidlii iiad a busy ]u-ogramme at. Santiniketan. After attending 
several functions, be had a lengthy discussion with Dr. Kalriiidra Nath Tagore 
on various questions. 

I>r. W. A. Jenkins, siieiaal olliecr, Secondary Ikliieation, Bengal, addressing 
the delegates of the Dacca Educutiou Week, on “control of Education with 
G 
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Rpocnul roforoiioe to Bengal”, Burvcyod tlio rdiicational control in (Icrmany, 
Fran(‘C, lln'-;si;i, Ttnly, America ami Enulaml and jtoinled out that in those 
coiinlrics ('(liic;i(ion was controlled hy the (government. 

'I h(‘ All-BiMival ({overnment School 0'(‘a<-h('i s’ Confc'i’ence concluded its 
d('lil)eralions in (.Calcutta -a numher of resolulions weia* passc'd ; one resolulioii 
i(‘(‘Omm('iuhng (lie issue of a journal devoted to educalional (oi>ics was also 
passi'd. 

air. L'. Bajaeoj'alaeliari, interviewed in Madras reeaidine tlie (’oneress eh’ction, 
observed : ‘bManlaiia Abul Kalam Azad who lakes tin* i udder (oda) al. tin; rtapu'st 
of ])raetically all (Jongressmen in India is i)eihaps the most leaiiuHl Indian in 
Islamic Sci ii)luies”. 

IMr. S. Satyamnrti, IMayor of IMadias, sjx'aking at tin' iMaharajaV (’ollee.o at 
IM'iiakulam, obseived : “1 icmoejju-y was the iiiDSt suitable loi m ol ( u)\ciniuieiit 

for India, and when the separate electorates wcie abolished, communal major¬ 
ities and communal minoriiK's would be-ome political pioups.” 

19th. A bomb wuis Ihrowm at a iMohurrnm ])ro"ession in Snkknv, resulting in one 
])erson heme killed. Seventeen p'Cisons weu' wounded, d'lu; lepuit of the out¬ 
rage was od'.eially eoulliim'd. 

Details of tin; action ot tlie Fronlii'r Constabulary in the ('iieounter at 
Darwazjai with tlu* eaiig that, raided jMnsa/...ai on Febinary S, hbowed tb.at. 
shoilly att('r tlu' laid the Disiiict otin er of (he hioutier ('luistaludai y at Daia- 
zinda oialeu'd tlieir ])Ialoons panisoiusl al /aikani to hold tin' Sheikh Jlaidar, 
Bang d'auvi and Kliaoiai Basses. 

Ivhan Bahadur .M. Kliuhio, Leadei of the ?.loslem BeaLue eioup in tlie Bi'vis- 
l.'ilue ^Vs'senibly (Smd) and i\Ir. Nich.-ddas Va/.iiaiii, foiimn' ABiiister and la'ader 
o! the llindu Independent Baity in the .Vssembly saw Jim lb\ee!Ieney the 
< bt\ eriior by in\ itat ie>M. 

20th. The seven-day session of the Candhi Seva Sanyh (’onfeiencc laa’an at 
iMahkanda wuth the opening of the Ktiadi and \il!au<‘ nidus! lies e\hib;iion by 
IMahatina ( bmdlu, wdio appi'ahxl for mutual (oleiation and Meedom ot oi'inion. 

d'lu’ .\rya Brathinidhi Sabha’s reiunM. on tin* Snkkni liots (onlained a sugges¬ 
tion to convene a (‘oiderenee of Ilimlu and i\loslem leadeis in Sind to lecoiicile 
the two communities in the jirovince. 

'I'hi' (lovei nmeii t, of India, subji'ct, to th(' \otc of the Legislative A i-smnbly, de¬ 
cided to mak(' a iion-reenriing giant to Delhi Fniversdy of ID. siut'ad 

o\ er a pei lod of o years, the maximum in anyone financial yia; be ng limited 
to Bs. I' K " * 

In tlie ic])ort of th(‘ Boaid of Revenue. Bengal, on tlu^ l^aiul I>’evemie Ad- 
miiiist.ration for tiie year i'd'iS-llU, a leferimce to t.he “m’l-ient meiilalilC’ criaited 
by tin* I'.assing ol the Ikmeal 'i'enaiicy (.Vimmdim'nl) Bill. 

Bio\incial liopes of snlistaii!ial gains Jiom income-tax jUiKiads an‘ to some 
extmit. disa'piioinled by the Distribution of Revennes Amendment (ud. r relating 
to the di\isional net in'o^eixls ol income-tax. 

Sir B- (b Jvoy, w ho pri-sidcd on er the foundation day c(debin(ion and ])i)ze 
disl I ibntion of the IMinlical College, Calcutta, eiiij'hasized tlie need lor seientifie 
mi'dicul leseaich in India. 

2l8t. In tlie Ik'iigal T>egislativo .Assendily, Mr. W. A, I\B Walker, leader of (he 
FiUropean (lioiip warned the IMnaneo Miiiisti'r that, lie would he well aiBisixl to 
])nisu(' a cautions jtolicy regarding a survey for the ])nrpose ol (liscovei iiig new 
sonrei's of l evenui' wdth a \ iew’ to jdaeing Ixdoic the House firoposals for fresh 
taxation, lie also sounded a note of warning with relerenee to the i*ro])Osed 
jute n'siriction j)o!iey. 

In the Sind Assconhly the iio-eonfidenee motion against the Allah Bux 
^Ministry, tabled by i\Ir. Mohandas Daulalram, was admitted. All tlie (>pposition 
groups ■-Congress, IMoslein League and Jlindii 1 ndei)endentB--stood in sn]»poit 
ot leave lieing granted to the motion. 

Sir Sikaiidar Jlyat Khan, 1 remier of the Bnnjah, Bjieaking on the Congresa 
adjournment motion relating to the order of the Bunjab Covernment ]'()Sti)()uing 
the geiu'i'al eli'ctions to local bodies for a year, utteix'd a warning that, (hey 
should be under no misapprehension that since tlie theatre of war was far away 
from India, there was no danger to tlii.s eonntry. 

Mahatma Candhi in his speech at jMalikanda,'(Dacca) advised the members of 
the Candhi Seva Saiiglia to “forget polities” and cease taking part in politics. 
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Mr. 0. l!nia,;:c)|iiilafhnri. oonimontinfj on the Madras Government’s order making 
the shuly of Hindi opiicnal iiislend of compulsory, doclured. “I cannot both be 
out of oliice and at llie same time quarrel with what is beinp, done in our 
absencod’ 

22iul. All meinlxMS of Ihc Handhi Peva Saiijih, with the rxco])lion of the new 
J’lxecuUvc Cd)niniitt('e, ceased to be members of llie Sangh, in accordance with a 
n'solnlion ]iass(’d unanimously. , • . t . 

Military oix'rations against hostile tribal {jangs began in the Abmad/.ai halicnt, 

q'hc Ihideet estimates ol the (Jovei ument, ol Assam for tht' year Ib ln-H, were 
presented by Sir Ttl. Saadulla, i’rcmier and Finaiu-c Minister in both Houses of 
tlu' Assam Legislat.ine. 

In the Itengal i.e-islative Council, in reply to Mr. Nur Abmed, Kluvaja Sir 
JNii/.imnddin Home iMinister, stated tliat the (1()\ <M’nment did not inopose to 
alter or mo lify the i)iesent allotment of seats in the, Hcngal Legislative Assembly 
on the basis of the snggi’slions embodied in the Ihfoims t'ommissionei’s rej»orl. 

21>r(l. The C'entral J.i'gislative Assembly passi'd five oliicial Bills. 'The Ihll further 
to amend the Indian t'oinag.e Act ; the Ihll to lacilitate the changing ot the 
dati' on \vhi( h the annual u'-counts of the IleserM' Lank of India ( lose ; llie 
Ihll fnrtlu’r to anu’iid the TaMoiics Act ; the Ihll fiiither to amend tlie Indian 
Fmigiaiion Act ; and the Ihll Inrther lo amend the Leser\e Ihink of India Act, 
nere tlu^ mcasnics passed. 

In the Council ot State, tlu' lecomnnmdation that India should build her own 

locomolnes and the itropo^^ed incieasi’s in lates and laics, wa'ic the main tojdcs 

of discussion, but the debate rangial over a n ide ticld. I’andit 11. N. Kunzru 
entcH'd a strong ]n'otest against Coveriiment’s refusal to give cei tain ligiiies 
n'lating to delenci'. 

Saidar ledlabhi)hai Latel, in the coinse of an infoimal talk with the nieinbers 
of the Cau'lhi S('va Sangh, at IMalikanda, Hacca, on the ]K)Iilical situation in the 

country, said : ‘’W’e lia\e two ]'olicies lo choose betwei’U (‘itlu’r t() siippoit. Hie 

Liilihli (iovc'inmcnl unconditiiinally in the destruction of Nazism, or to demand 
independence in le.i.uin t(.n such support’’ 

'fiooi'S icluining iiom the (himatti hills via the Lailiundan Lass, ^yere fired 
U]ion by a hos'.ih' gang concealed in a small Milage ihii'C mih’S west oil’ I )omel 
]<oli(e station, on tin Lannu Kohat. road. 

In the Ih'iigal . Legisla!iv(‘ h'ouncil, some non-otli(‘ial Tills were disposi'd of. 
Tlu' moie imi'Oitant of llicni wt'ie the I'atni d’alnks Ihgisl i at ion (Amendment) 
Ihll, the Abolition of Howiv Lilt and the Lo« al k^ell-Covernment (Anu’iiduunt) 
Ihll. 

24tli. IMahatma ( landhi, writing in the Htirijdii, rej.lied to a coirespondent who 
(pieslioiK’d ihi' autlioiity of the C’ongrcss to be gi'iHM’ous to Moslems at the 
e.vpense of Hindus, and who siigeesied that the llindu IMa.hasabha w'as the 
competent, aiithoiity to other teams to the Monlems. Mahatnciji said that he 
admilli’d that, tiu' piopcr organi/aiion lo enter into a setilenieni was the Hindu 
Mahasabha so lar as Hindus wcie eoiiceined. Ihit tin' Congiess (aideavoun'd to 
rc'pri'Si'iit all such communities. He said : “It is not by (h'sign but by aia ident 
of Himlus being politically more laiiiscioiis than tlie otlieis, that, tlu’ Congress 
eoiitaius a majoiiiy ot Hindus. .\s bistoiy ]>roves ibe ('oiigiess is a joiiit eiea- 
tion of Moshans. Cb-'istiaiis, Larsis, Hindus, and tin' Congiess ins| ile of all tliat 
may Ik* said to the contraiy, retains that ehaiacter.’’ 

In the Ci'iilial Assembly, the piojiosed ineii'asi' in railway fares and freights 
was discussed. 

In the ('('iilral Assembly, the ])Ow’er given to Lailway Agents to spend np to 
I\s. Lbt'.ttb') without the Lailway Loaid’s Sju'citie acUion on certain 1yj;es of 
capital expenditure, was (ailieized, dining a diseiission on demands for grants 
under the Lailway Ihulget. 

Ill the Lengal Legislative Assembly, the neeessity of further taxation in order 
that> the (lovernuu'iit inieht be aide lo fnlhl ihi'ir obligations to the iieo’de was 
emplnisized by Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hnq, ITemier, replying to the criticisms 
levelled against the budget dining its general discussion. 

25111. Mr. ]\I. A. .linnali, at a meeting of the Council of llic Ail-India 

Moslem Tjeague reiterated the demamls of the IMosiein League which were 
placed before llis Exeelleuey the Viceroy. He said, tnlcr alto, that llie 
League had ])ut a five-fold demand before the Viceroy, First, the League 
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had doniaiuk’d a dear atafeiiioiit on behalf of the RritiBh Ciovennnent, tluil, the 
prestMil Ad of T)’.5 Avoiild fro lock, stock and barrel, and the enfir«5 scheme of 
constitnlional reform would be examined dcnnvoiu the lichi of exi>eriem‘e e.:dined 
from the woikine, of the eonstil.iition diirinj; the last two years, and in the 
li<^ht of exi>eri('nce whidi mijj^ht be gained in future. 

Tlie lilty second annual }i,enerai meeliim of the Ui)pcr India Chamber of 
Comrm'i'ce A\as held at Cawn])ore, under the ]iresidentship of Mr. R. IMenzies.— 
He i-eleried to the ‘subversive forces” at Avork amone; the woikd's, and to the 
several important Hills whieh the Government of India had under consideration. 

Tlie Sind jMinislerial deadlock continued despite the etlorts of the ])rovindal 
Assembly parties to solve it.. 

Mahatma Gandhi, before leavinc; IMalikanda, addressiiif; a patherinc;, said : 
‘‘Hindu IMoslem unity, removal of untouchability, eliarka and ))rohibition are the 
four pillars of Swaraj as embodied in the lour resolutions ol the Nappur 
Conpress in V.tJJ and il we keep these ])illais (inn Swaiaj is bound to conu'.” 

His Excelleiuy the Governor of Hombay, in a messape* to the Ahmedabad 
Milhiwni'rs’ Association and the ‘rextile liabour Association, ai)])calcd to both 
sides to tile dis’pute beinp referied to arbitrators. 

26tli. In the Sind Assembly, Khan Hahadur Alla Haksh’s iMinisIry survived the 
no-c(mtidencc motion, d'lie \olinp result,ed in a tie. each side obtaininp 22 
votes. Tin', Speaker pave his castinp vot.e in favour of the Minis!I'y. 

In the Henpal Tjei^islative Assembly, the th'bate on tlie .lute Kepistralion Hill, 
int-i-o(luced by Mr. ‘ramijnddin Khan, IMinister-in-charpe of Aeiicullure and 
Hublic Health 0])cned—all ))artiea ai-cepted the iimhulyine ])iinciple of the Hill 
and the only obji'cMion that the ()])i)Osition took was that the ]>rovisu)ns were not 
com))rehensive enouph. 

At th(' annual meiUinp of the Honeal rresideney Council of ^Vomen, (kdeufta. 
Her VNcGlency the Lady Mary Herbeitsaid : ‘‘1 cannot say how much 1 admiie 
th(^ unstintinp and selth'ss ehbiis of those ivho are workinp for otlieis.” 

In the Central Assembly, staff piievanci'S and esjH'cially those of IMoslem 
employees fieuia'd prominently in the resumed debate on the Hailway Hudpet. 

In the ptouncil ol State, JMr. IManeckji Nadiishaw Dalai was allowed to refer 
the Hdl to amend the Harsi iNlarriape and I'ivorci' Act t,o a Select Ck)mmitte('. 
d'he PresidtMit pave an imiKirtant riilinp to the effect that the rulinps of the 
chair couhl not lie discussed by the C-ouncil. 

27th. The Lepislalive assembly npreed, after some discussion, to demands for sup- 
]4ement,ary plants in respect of Railways aeprepatinp to about Hs. 1, hi J,()(V IIH j. 

In the ih'iipal Lepislalive As‘^eml)ly, JMr. 11. S. Suhrawardy, Einama' Minister 
assined tlu^ House l>y sayinp : loveriimeuli will not eo in lor fresh taxation 
unless they have a wi'll considered scheme and thal all money so laisi'd ivill be 
silent, on nation-buildinp departments and for lurthenup the piosperity of the 
province.’’ 

44ie Indian and Eastern Newsjiapers Society at its inei'tinp at Izihore, discussed 
the Government of India's projaisal to increase the railway rates, and the prob¬ 
lems confrontinp ncwH]>apers as the result of tlu‘ uar. 

Mr. G. L. Mehta, Ri('sident, Indian (diamhers ol Goinmeree, ])residinp over 
the annual peneral mcetinp ol the Chamber in b^alcutla, niped tlie need for 
popular control of tlic fiscal policy of the Government of India. 

28th. Tlic Gonpress Workinp Committee mot at Hatna. ‘bhe political impasse in 
India dominated the discussions ol the iknnniitlee. iMak.atma (laiidhi, who joined 
the deliberations, pave particulars of his talks with the Viceroy at the earlier 
part of the mouth. 

The Central Asseinlily discussed the transfer of Simla from the jurisdieiion 
of the J’unjah tJovcrninent to that of the Government of India, the railway’s 
ijnaneial policy, n proposal to establish a ])ermanent exhibition of Indian 
Art, and a scheme of Indian reform. 

In the Central Assemlily, a series of questions were asked about the supply 
Department of the Government of India and the liaison oHiceis appointed in 
connexion with industries with which the Department had relations. 

29th. The Conpress Workinp Committee at Raliia, decided to sus])eud the Henpal 
Rrovincial Conpress Committee for “acts of dehance”. The latter has also been 
asked to show cause why it should not be disalhliated. ‘bhe AVorkiup Committee 
failed to conclude its discussion on the main resolnlion on the political situation 
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In the Central Assemhly, tlie Finance Member, in introducin'^ tlic hud<^,ct had 
to cover an estimatecl deficit of Rs. 7,10 lakhs in estimates. l\s. 3(K) 

lakhs Avoiild come from the tax on excess }>roli(s. A surjRis of Us. 91 lakhs 
\vould be cariied forwaid form l.he current financial }car and the balance would 
be made uj) by increasing; the suyar excisi; fiom IN 11 to 9 ]!er cwt. 

Subhas COiandra J>ose in a statement expri'sscd tl c liojx' that the P>en}ial 
Provincial f'on^rcss Committee would continue to function as before ‘'■re[;ardles3 
of any ukase that mi^ht cmamaie from Wardha, J’alna and Allahabad.” 


March 1940 

One of the leading featnres of the nirntli was the conlinuaiion of the 
dispnto between the Congress AVoiktng Committee and ilie Hengal Congress 
Committee. The 1>. T. C. C. disadliliated three district committees lor co- 
ojieration with the ‘"Ad Hoc” ]H(H-tion Committee aiijioint'd hy the High 
Command, l^’ollowiiig this action, t.lic Congn'ss W'oikiijg Committeo at 
Patna, decided to sus])(uul the, Ihiiigal Proviiuial Congress Committal} “for 
acts of defiance.” Tlie bittf'r \\ jis also tish'od to slio^^' causes wh>' it slioiild 
not he disafliliated. Tlie Ad Hoc” Committee was temporal i]> appointed 
to act instead of tlie B P. C. C. 

Tile Working Committee passed :i draft rf'Solntion for the Ramga.rh Con¬ 
gress on the constitutional issue. Tlie rosolntiiui diadai'ed that the pro¬ 
nouncements of the Britisli Government in rcg.ird to India demonstrated 
that tlie Wiir was lieing carried on for impm-ialist ends : tiiat Ckmgri'ss 
could not directly or indirectly he a ivarty to the war, or l\eli> in its prosecu¬ 
tion with mcii, iiuuioy oi' material ; that notliing short ot eomiilete indeiien- 
deiiee would siitisfy India ; that Dominion or any oilier status witliiu tlie 
constitution of India should he framed hy a Constituent Assemiily, on tlio 
basis of adult sutTrago. 

A general strike liroke ont in Bombay, following the failure, of tlie cm- 
])loyers and the textile workers ol Bombay to agree on tlie figure of a fair 
“dearness allowance” to cover inere.ased iirices in war tinicy-—some lo(),0U0 
workei'S were affected. The conduct of the strike was peace!ul. 

The Madras Budget, framed on the assumption tiiat proiiiliition was 
to continue, showed a surjdus of Bs. 5(3 lakhs on revenue account and 
closed Vvdth a surplus of Bs. tS‘2,(;0(). Tlio Government intended to supiiort 
all selieiiies given effect to liy the jirevious INIinisti’y. 

Tlio Ad lloe Committee, apiiointed h> the Congress ^Yorl;ing Committee, 
forbade Congressmen to take part in the Cahntta Corporation elections, 
though they were permitted to stand as individuals. 

In his speech to the Chamber of Princes, His Bxeellency the Viceroy 
referred to His INfajesty’s Government’s decision to bold in susjK'nse tlio 

prejiarations for Federation, while retaining Federation as their olyectiv'e._ 

Renewed alfirmations of loyalty to the Enipiro were made at the session 
of tile Chamber. 

The Government of India decided to detain tlie principal leaders of the 
Communist Party of India, to prevent, xiioxiaganda designed to prejudice 
the conduct of the war. 

The Congress session at Bamgarh was the liriefcst on record on account 
of heavy rain. The Patna resolution was carried hy an overwhelming 
majority, no amendment succeeded in obtaining more than 50 votes. 
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Mabatma Ganrllii addressing tlio meeting declared tliai lio would not 
tiike ibo responsi})ility of launching civil disobedi('neo unless tlio condition 
bo liad laid down were accepted, among wliicli the principal item was 
ebarka. 

On Die same day that rain i)revented ibo Congress session, Sj, Subbas 
Chandra Dose opened liis “Anti Coini)r()niise ConferciK^e”. The main re¬ 
solution called u])on Sj. Bose and Swami Saluijananda Saraswati to create 
an “All-india Council of Action” for intensifying “local struggle” and 
])('ginning a “struggle on an All-rndia fi-ont” on A]Hil (i. 

A large party of Kbaksa.rs came into conflict witli tlio Lahore jjolico. 
The ])olico w'ere attacked and two constables were killed. Tlio police 
opened lire killing 27 Klrilcsars. Later the Kbaksar oi'ganisation was 
declared illegal by the Biiniab (lovermnent, its lead('r was ari-est('d under 
the Deicnco of India AcT at Delhi and many other ari*ests wi'ro made. 

The iMoslem Ijeague at LaRore passed unanimously an oflicial resolution 
declaring tba.t. no cons!itutional jilan would bo woi'kalile unless it was based 
on tea-J-itorial reatijustnient and the creation of indi'pendi'iit Moslem States ; 
and that, further, Moslem iniTioi-ities in other ])arts of India sliould bo 
pi'otccted by adi^quate and mandatory sab'guards. Strong views wci'O cx- 
priisscal foi’ and against tlu' ])lan all throughout India. 

The kloslein Lcaigue also dejilored the loss of lihi in the firing imadent 
between Kluiksai’s and policag called for an impartial inquiry and denuinded 
the r-'inoval of tlu^ ban on Khaksars.—The ivbaksars Avere ordered by their 
Lahure Cdiie.f to refi’ain from disorder. 

1st. d'lic (tmiqcHS Woikiug ConnniKcc pMSS('(l a rcsobilioii at Latiia, declaring the 
(Iclci ininalion o' the l‘art\ to icsorl to civil »!is(>)»cdicnec nnliesitalingly as soon 
ns the orj.viuy/ation A\as considiMcd iii, cnougli for the lairposc or “in ease 
ciieiniistanei"^' so sliapcd l,h('niselves as to pri'eipitati' a eiisisg’—The ri'so- 
liilion slated nifrr altd : “I lie (.\)n;;ri-ss lierehy derlanes a'-ain that, nolhing 
short, of eonqtlelc in(lei»en(lencc (*an he aceepU'd by iJie ]!eojile oi India.— 
“Indian lieeiloin cannot exist Avitliin the orbit of iinpi’i’ialiMii, and Doniliuon 
Status, or any other status within the inipeiial strin-tnri', is wJioIly inaggiieahlc 
to India, is not in kci'pine with llie dignity ol a whole nalion, and wonld liind 
Jndia in nuiny W'a}s to liiitisii ])olilies and ceonoinie strnetaire.—‘‘The pi'ojtJe of 
Jndia alone can j>roperiy shape llieir own consiit ntion and delenniin' (heir 
relations to the other eoiinliH's of the Avoild, tlnough a eonsliluent assembly 
elected on the basis of adult sutlVajJc’h 

In the luaiied LegislatL(* Assembly, a (b'lnand hy l)r. Siiresh (dinndra 
Biineiji'O (OongK'Ss) that, the < lovi.-rnnumt should (-onqx'I mills and lael.oiies to 
grani to their enii>loye(>s at least go p. c. of their ]»ay as war bonus was 
reji'eted by 111 against. oS votes. 

In tlu' Bengal Legislatiw CLuneil. t.lic (piestion of immediati' and uneonditioiial 
release of )>ohdeal prisoneis w'as raised liy i\Ir. ladit ^.IJiandra Das ((bngressj. 
lie charged tlic (dovei'nini’nl with Jiaving faded to giie e/l'eet to lindj- i»roiiiiHe 
regaidiug leh'ase of ]> lilieal ]»iisoneis.—the H-soltilion was defeated. 

hi the runjah ia^gislative Assmuhly, the. Idnaiu-e Minisli'r, Mr. Manobarlal, 
when ])resenl.ing the Budget I.yi.imates for I'.llU-li revi'uled a leveniie detieit of 
Mb. -S lakhs, whieli was coveied liy extraordinary receipts of b’.s. fiO lakhs wdth 
no e.orres’poiuVing expenditure, leaving a siiri>bis balance of Rs. Ljq laklis. 

in the Oential Assembly, wdien hi-ir Jeremy Raisman moved consideration of 
a Bill to amend the Beserve Bank Act, the drift of Reserve Bank Shaves to 
Bombay and tlie seiaons deelinc in tlie number of sharclioldeis were disenssed. 

2n(I. Mahnlinn Oniidhi in a s/afemenf observed : "The question lias come fiom 
Jmndon as to whether the (’ongiess lias closed tlie door to negotiations and a 
compromise. My interpretation ol Ibc resolution is that the CMiigress lias not 
closed hie door. It has been closed liy Imrd Zetland. There ean be no negotia¬ 
tion on his terms so far as the Congress is eqncerned. India will not he a 
helpless \)aitncr in her ov\'n exploitation and foreign domination. The Congress 
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will not rest till Indiu is a free country as ]>ri(ain is. Aiul if India accepts 
non-violence as her setth'd i)oliey she will he freer than Rrilain.” 

l)r, Kaji'iidra I’lasad. Ilie Congress 1‘residenl, in an inlerview at' I^atna on the 
Conjji'ess rf'boliition, said : ‘‘So lar as the Ihitish (JovcrnnoMit, is (*oncerned, it is 
still open to it to avert a strnaale by coin-ediin' the nnuTi’sal and national 
detnainls of the ]H>ople of India.” 

Pandit daudiaihd Nehrn, addiessinj;- a pnblie meeting at Patna, stated that 
IMahatina Oandhi tike a true satyai;i‘a!u liad nejoiiatetl and unis always in’opared 
(o ne;:oliale with the Piilisli (Jovenmient. Petenini; to tlic Woi kinj, ( knnmittce’s 
resolution, he said tliat' it was the call for piei'aration. Afuu' reeallinn, the 

Satvavraha of ld-(t and J'.I.U), J'andit Nelirii sanl that aeain tlie (Anjiress 

^V Oikiii” Ooiuniitti'e liad come to a position wheie another stnif.’;.‘le si'cnned 
ininiinent,. 

Sij‘ iAliiza M. Ismail, when Im addressed the eonvoeation of (hilioitta Eniveisity, 
obsi'ived : Cab iitta Ihiiveisity now stands lortli not only as tlie larni'st 
Eniveisity in India, hut also as a enide in seveial lespiads tt) oiln'r Enivcn'sitles, 

when we think ol tlie lar^e volume of its contiiliulion to lea:nin^ and hi^li 

level of iH)st-'” I adiiate ttnu-hin vs.” 

d'he (}ov(!.nment of India’s Standinji; ('ommiitee for Ih'iads, in additiiin to 
appro\ini; tv niindier ol seheines, appio\cd p.iants Irom the R •ad I^hind amoiintiipi; 
to Rs. hi,loi‘ the piOMiiees. 

3rd Hr. P. S. ?iIoonje, in his ))i(‘sidrntial aldress at the first Liadcnow Hindu 
^'outh C'onierenri'. made a statement that “'I'he (Aneie.'-s lias now' ontlhed its 
mission aiul must make room lor the lliiidn ?dahasal)]ia.”. 

About .ln,()ni) tentile mill woikeis in Poinliay strnek work in antiei])ation of 
tlm ui'iieial stnke omu' the ‘deainess adlowanee” disjuite. 

hir Ml!/a Ismad, repl\ine to an adiliess ol w'eleome presimted to him by the 
('aleiitt’i Moslem Students Asso’daiion, nnule a plea for eommnnal unity lietween 
Hindus and Moslems in Peiiwal. 

Idr. S haHamui'thi. in the course of an inlerview in Pombay, said : ‘‘I siipjiort 
i^aidar Palhodihai Patel’s snpeestion, baekt'd by the Aea Khan, that the Pi‘o\in- 
eial Lee,islatui‘es and their eh‘eloi‘ate Ihroneh the PioMueial yiinistiies should 
settle the futnie constitution of a fiee India.” 

4tli. A v’eneral stiike of textile wmikers eommeneed in Pombay, Sixty out of the 
sixly-eiyht. mills in Pombay Aveie (losed and af)ont ',>oikers ath'eted. d'lic 

si I ike was m er a disjuite on ‘‘(ban mss allowance.” 

Mr. 11. How, Hiiector-t h'lK'ral (d Supply issued a statement on wdiat it costs 
to maintain India's Hc'paitment of Supi>ly. Jle estimated that tlie total expen¬ 
diture on tlie Sup])ly Hej'artment amountiM to Rs. 1, a monih. 

Mahatma Eandhi, in jeply to a (piestion, if he would e\'hide ])olitica from the 
Haiijan Se\a Sanyh, said ; ‘All eonstiucli\e orjiani/.ations should eschew politics 
and ouiiht not, to (ly the national tlae, es[>ecially so when it has become a cause 
of quanel Ix'tween jMoshuns and Hindus’'. 

dlie (''/ouiicil ol State debated the Hon. Sardar Pnta Sinyh’s resolution that, 
“This C’ouncil views with cJcat apjn-ehension the indi'e contiol ]tolicy of the 
(iovernmi'iit, and recommends to the (lovernor-Ch'neial in Ckninal that no 
action be taken to arrest a normal rise in the price of agricultural produce.” 

The Pudi;et J'Jstimates of iho (.'o\eminent of Madras fur the iinancial year 
IbUi-U show’cd a surplus of Rs, .b.bSl lakhs.—d'he Government, accoidin'v to 
Pudjvet ('Stiniates, pioposed to laise a loan of R.u))ees one crore durinvi, IbUl-ll. 

In the Peneal Legislative Assembly, the .lute lu'ivulation Piil and the 
]\loneylenders Pill were passed. 

5lh. In the Council of State, seven ollicial Pills were jiasscd-Trade Marks Pill, 
Amendment of the Indian Coinage Act (Coinage Pill), Reserve Rank 

(Amendment) Pill, were ainonR the P.ills which w'ere )a\sscd. 

4 he se(*ond day of the Pombay textile strike passed of! iieai'cfully. More mills 
were cJosid. In tlie eveninc-, the rally of workers took place af PAtrli wiicre 
several thousands of woikcrs had ^^alhercd. dhey wcic told by their leaders to 
stand tirm till their demand was conceded. 

In the Peii^al Leivislative Assembly, a series of incidents which led the Speaker 
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Nazimiuldin) ])iin(‘i))ally ocrurml wlicn Mr. Khagcndra Nath Das Gupta 

((\)ml!:t('Ss) was s])('akiii,ti, on two cut motions in connexion with a demand by the 
Home iMinister for a itraiit of Rs. l,h)/d(),(H)0 for {;(Mieral administratioji. 

At a meetiim ol the Gon.n’icss i’arly in the Gentral Assembly, Air. Desai 
r('vie\ved the ])olilieal situation culminatiuij; in the resif-piation of the Congress 
AIinistii(‘S and the deadloe.k over the demand for a conslituent assembly to 
frame a constitution for India. 

6th. In tlie (k^ntral Assem))ly, the E\(*ess Rrofits Tax Rill underwent a number of 
important, eliain^es in the Select (hmimitlee whose re}iort was jirosciited to the 
7\sseml)ly. 

d'he tliii’d day of the textile workers’ strike in Bombay over the labourers’ 
d('mand lor a ‘‘deariu'ss allowama'” commema'd with the closure of two more 
mills, one in tin' Gity atid the otln'r in the snbiiibs. 

In the Ri'iiiral Leeis!ativ(' Assembly, due to <-ontiinied ohstrnclionist ladies by 
members ot the Coneicss ()p]»o^ilion, tin* Speaki-r (Khan Rahadni Aziznl llaipie) 
was comp(‘l!('d to suspend the pioe(‘cdines of the House moie than an hour 
befoie the usual time. 

Sir Sikandar ll\at Khan, Ti-emier of the Rnnj.ab, when replying; to the dis¬ 
cussion on the' Rudeet in the Assembly, adminisUaed a slcin waininy that he 
would not spare any body who earned on an anii-ieeruihnent eampaipn. 

7th. All-, daii'rakash Naiain, in a stalcment at Ralna, made an ap])eal to the 
Lellisis to dose up tlu'ir r.inks and m-iinlain nnily in the Chineress. lie stated, 
“It is a m;itter of de('p rceret to me Ih.at in this honi- ol eiisis Avhen national 
and Giui'iiess unity is so essi'iitial tln-re ai-(’ so many dislupti^'e tciulendes at 
woik. Th(' task of maintaining unity in the Gonyiess rests on the shouldeis of 
th(' ja'ftisis mneh mole than those ol the others. Ihihu tunati-ly, Ja'ft 
infantilism is diaidni; t!ie Gonarcss to ruin. It is the duty of "tin' C’onpress 
So‘ia!ists abo\'e ('very tinny elsi' to Hl*’ t this disruption unmindful ol the 
calamity that a si'ction of the la'ft may hea]) upon them.” 

Mr. K. At. Gam’pbell, lu'c-iidiny o\('r tlie annual yener:d mei'tiny of the 
C’hittayony Ghainbei of ('omim'iee. ladd a tiilmte to the s('r\iees lendeied by the 
people ol Ghilta.yony for the ]uoseeiOi(tn of the A\ar. 

8th. The Gentral Assembly discussed cut motions on the Rudjet R>y V,) votes to 
dd Sir Raza .Mi’s cut motion to “discuss the imi)orlanee ol initialiny a (h'cisiAe 
])otiey of tiainina Imli-ins to undertake the ddeiiee of the country and of 
estahlishiny a delence alvisoiy commil'n'e’’ Avas ie]eet('d. 

Alaulana Zafar Ali, in the CA'uti al Asstmihly, sneyested the creation of a buder 
state frf)ui the Alakran coast riaht up to Chilial, wln'n lie moved a cut in the 
('stimates in order to dis'-uss the to; ward i>oliey ul the Co\einment in the 
North \V('st, hh-outier Ri ovimc'S. 

I’roL N. G. Ranya, all. A. (Central) addressiny a students’ meetiny in the 
Hindu (folleye Hall, New Delhi, expn'ssed t,he vii'w that a st,iiiayle idoiie A\ould 
lead them to inde eudence. lie said, “Alahat.ma (iandhi is the emblem of 
India’s unity^ and if he (.Mahatma) starts a stinyylc the Aihole eouiitry will be 
Avitli him ” 

ddio Allahabad District Forward Rloe Conference Avas held at Allahabad under 
the })residenlship of Sj. Snbhas Chandra Rose One of the resolutions j-assed at 
the conferenee, expressed satislacMoii at the ]-('solution of the Conyress Whukiny 
C’ommittee ])assed at Jkdna in as mneli as it called upon the (ainntry to be 
lircpared foi- the final stninyle. The resolution, liowever, expi-(!ssed reyret at the 
lack of any ])re''arations for the strnyyle and the ‘open door” ])oliey. Another 
i-esolution strouyly eondemned “lh(' action of tliiKse misy.nided ])eople of Renyal 
Avho in their zi'al of oppo.'.iny Candliian principles AV('nt out, of their Avay to 
show diseoiirtesy towards Alahatnia (uindhi in his recent Renyal tour.” 

9tli. At the annual yeneral meetiny of the Darjeeliny Rlanters’ Association, held at 
Darjeeliny, Air. F. .1, Dnmlord in his juesidenlial address narrated the Asso¬ 
ciation’s Avork in the past, year and summed uj) the Daijeeliny tea industry’s 
])royress dnriny the fust six months of the Avar. 

In the Renyal Liyyislative Asseinhly, the Speaker, Khan Bahadur Aziznl Ha(]iie, 
yavo the rnliny that the proeoedinys of tlie Ri'iiyal Leyislalive Assembly on the 
0t,h Alarcli (Wednesday) in eonm'xiou Avitli the Rudyet demand for “General 
Administration’’ were rcyular, valid and h'yal, and Averc not “ultra vires’’ or 
iiTcyular ; - on the point of order raised by Air. Santosh Kumar Rose (Deputy 
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Lcinicr of ilio Oon'-iTss r*:ir{y) Mu* prcvioiiK (l:iy, ioiiiii^ the. Irynlily of tlie 

!^l'enk(‘!’H in tion on llin (kh in jniMini;- Mio (‘nt,ii(! (l(‘injin(l for ‘‘CJcnciiil Adiiiinis- 
tnilion” (o llin vole ^vitI^onl. lirsl. disposinjj, of llto (•lit inolions.” 

Midnitnia (nindhi in :ni nrlick’ in tlin Ihtnjttn ilnrhiitHl ; “1’lic time for civil 
diH()’);'dn'fc-c is injt, yet,.” 'Ok; Alidnilniu also said : “The condiiions for mass 
ci\il (lisohcditMC'C arc (liscii)linc and noii-violcii'-c \vitl\in the Oon.!;!eHH. 'Jiu'se 
eondidons do not, exist and t.herctore, it. would I)c snu idal to hinindi a (•anii)ai;.’,n 
at th(! present juncture.” 1I(^ adininisUued a stern lehnUc to ceidain (_’onj_icss- 
inen wlio iinpatl('nt!y helitn.cd that ti'.e (picstion of a stru}\e,h; was a matter (»f 
dM>s. d'herc was nothing, in the Patna ^'solution to wairant that. ))elief. 
IMaliatinaji addc'd, as the author of th.e non-violent, t('chni<iuc, h(' would only 
h^ht, when he felt the nrce from within. “laM it l)e eleaily undeislood that, *1 
cannot he; hustled into ]>iecipilatini!; the sirnuL'le.” 

Ihth. It was olhcially annotinceil tliat the (Jovernnu'nt of Komhay addressed a 
h'tler to the Itomhav Aiillowners’ A-isociat ion on the dispCile in the t(’\tile in¬ 
dustry and the (pii*slion e)l a honns to wankeis if incieasetl jtiolits weie made 
as a result of the war. 

A mcetiii.c of the Ihdcrs and MinisU'rs of i^tates was ludd at 

Ni'W Iti'lhi under the t”iaii man.-ihin ol IHs Kiehness the (diamadhir of lint 
t'uam'ner of ihin-es Tlie !! ileis and repiesent.itn'es of ahoiit, 70 h'tates weie 
]>:(S{'nt. llis ili^zhness the ('han-e!lor ))r'.M‘n‘ied a ie\iew of the woik and the 
liuaneial sta.tenient I'o!' last year. 

Ml. .\hlul Ihonnl i\han, he.id.T of the aloshun fjeayue Taity in the Manilas 
As.ienihly, ]>residinr, ovei the ;,h,shjm Jj-'a oie (onh-reire ad, ]h.j_iri, deehiri’d : 
“If tlu'reisany pohOad sa.ni Oy .ir realmm let; in the (humiess, it -will rceoynizo 
the Modem Learic' as the sole lej'resixutative iiodiy of Indian dioslenis and eoiiie 
to a S('l' h'inen t, with it.” 

hli’. ,1. i’>. Kiij:a!.ini. tlenm-al Se*ietary of the Conyri'ss in his annual 
report, dealt wilh t'n* stahnnate in ttie Conere^h alter tiie jMpnii session, 
the diseiplinary a'-tion taken ar lin^t Sj. P'nhhas ('hamha Tost', the war 
eiisis and the lesienoiou ot ('on^iess ddinist lues, the eideliiation ot ‘T )(.di\erenee 
day" by the 'loslem Lea 'ue and the, in nelieienl measures rmlei taken liy 
Chmyress nlnii.st i ms. -ddie, report ea\e a th'ladt'd aeccivint of the ^’lowth of 
political e.ons lousm'ss in tlie Indian Soites in ei*nesal lesultinp; in movenu'iils in 
various Slates loi- ei\il iihetti(;s and se}l-po\'ern inent. 

lllh. II. Id. the Vi *eroy, w'lio opened llu' meetine of the Cdiamlmr of 1‘iinees at 
New Jteliii paid a w’irm Inhale to i Im otFeis of seniee jmule l)y the J’linees and 
assure I them tliat t-lmse oJl'-rs would he taken avlvanlape ol as soon as tlie 
opportunity aro.S'*. A j )int ileela.a'ion ol loyahy to tlu' Jdiipe; idup-eror and 
pled te of sii;)port for loilain in the present war was imuh* al, tin' ima'liny movc'd 
ill the form oi: a resolution, the d-'duration emph.asi/.ed I’iu' (Udm iniiiatioii of the 
I’linees l,o eve: y j)os;ah!e asnstanee in men, in.mey and mateiial in tlu^ war 
Avhieh liad been ioseed ii’pon t'le Idmpiie. 11 is llipln-ess the iMaharaja of 
Ihkaner, smpportiny the w’ar resolution, said tliat, any impartial and nni-rejudieed 
■[lei'son wlio had lollowu'd eve-ils in Idurojie must in fairness reeoaiii/e that, tlie 
W'ar wa.s not of (h’eat Ilrilain’s seekim-, and tliat it had been foieed on the 
Allies wdio liad no alternative Iml. to lake, up the ehallenye. 

The Penpal Lepislative .Assembly met twice, once in tlie afternoon and apain 
after dinner. Itmnands for ei-tuPs 'm connexion wilh llie Ihidpet lor 19 !U-1L 
were diseiissevl in the afternoon, wdiile the evening session was de\'oted to consi¬ 
deration of the Penpal ^Nun-Ape ieullural Tenancy (d'empuraiy l’ro\ isions) 
Jh!l, 1910. 

In the Penpal Tiepishitivc Connell, tlie Penpal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Pill was ri’feried to a Select Committc'c by I'S votes to 12. 

In the Central Asseiiihly, a cut motion moved by IMr. jM. S. Anoy, to diseiiss 
the “unsatisfaelory nature of the deehuation lei aidinp tlie lefusal ol the British 
tloveninicnt to lU'clare their Avar aims and tluar eii'eet on the ]>oUtii‘al status 
of India and the non-iiisistenee of the Covcriimeiit of India to obtain such a de- 
ehiralion” was lost hy ol votes to 10. 

12tli. In tlie Central As.sembly, Sir Jlamaswami IMudaliur, Commerce IMembcr, 
announced the creation of a'Poard of Scii'nlihe and Industrial ilesearch aiul an 
inquiry into the liberalization of the Kiseal (lomniission’s conditions relating to 
luotcetion in order to encourage the expansion of Indian indiiBtry. Sir Kaina- 
Bwamy acknowledged the Fiiiaiicc Member’s generosity in placing a sum of Kb. 5 
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liikliR his disposal to })c Bpnnt. on i'.uliistriul rcBcarch fic-]iulnrshij)s and oilier 
Bchonies lor ilu? promotion ol indnsirics. 

'^rji(( C'liiimlx'r of iniiicns conclndod its soRsion after nnanimonsly a(lo]>tiim a 
resolution on tlio future constitution of India in its ri'lation to tlie Princes—11 is 
]0\ec]len( y Ihe Viceroy imesided. 'Die resolulion which was moved hy tlie 
CMunicellor, the Jam SiMiil) of Nawana^ar and was snpjjorted ))y tin; Maliarajas 
ol Jhkaner, Kewa, 1 >ewaB (.Innior), J’amia, and tlie Nawah of Pahawalpnr, slated 
uitcr (ilui : “Tlie (Miamlier of Princes whih; welcoming: the attainmeiil, by India 
of its due place amoiuist, the Dominions of the Ihilish Commonwealth under the 
Ihilish Crown rectn ils its emphatic and linn view that- in any lulure const it nt ion 
for India the essential e.naranices and safeanards for tin' pi(isnaation ol the 
sovereignty and autommiy of the Stales and for the ]>ro!eclion ol Iht'ir^ richls 
arising from Treaties, t^anads, en^accmimts and otherwise should be cireel i\'cly 
proiided."—'riu; .lam Sahib was re-elected (.diaiici'llor ol Ihi! (diaml)er ol Piinces, 

Sir 7 \rthnr lloi'c, accompaincd by Lady iIoj>e arri\ed in Jladias. Sir Ajt-hur 
was sworn in as Coxernor ol Madras. 

In the Assam Assembly, Sir ?dediammad Saadnila, Piemii'r, explaining the 
])(»ru-y of Ids Alinistry with recard to the mass lilm-.acy campaign diiiiii'j, Ihe 
(liscns.'.ion on a cut motion under the head “ i'aical ion’said : “It is a shame 
that in the countryside of Assam at least b i)er»‘cnl. of the population aie not 
lili'rale.” 

d'he textile mill strike in Pombay city continued, hilty-thiee mills were com¬ 
pletely closed and only iJ worked with a Imv hands. 

13th. The Ceidral Assembly becan a eeimral dis-nssion of the kAcess !’ix)fi!s Tax 
Pill as reeommen;lcd by t,he Si'lcct Commit tcix Sir .l('r('my Paisman, I'lnaiua' 
Alember, commi'iidini; the Pill to tlie lloiist' ihouiht that tlu' iminlxMs would 
afyree tlmt-Ihi' laltours ol the (\immillee had borne sii'ustant lal fruit.'! he eoiiseuMis 
ol opinion thioiudi-oiit Ihe country, hi' said, was that the nieasiiii' was lu'w 
preally impiox'c'd and he pladly acknowledaeil the asbistance he had leeeixcd in 
t-lie cumin'll toe, 

At a Sjieeial meetinp; of the Pomliay Mnniripal Corporation, a resolntiiin 
nipiny that tiie .Mayor of Pombay should interxene in the textile labour stiiki' 
in the nty with a x lew to brinpiipe about an eaily settlement of the dispute 
by mutual adjustment or arbitration was jiassed. 

In the Penpal Legislative Assembly, strom- condemnation of the amendment 
to th(' Coveinment. oi India (Dislrihnlioii of P-eveniK's) oider-in-Couneil, Pi,'!!), 
was e.xpresseil by representatives o! the ]>rineipal primps in tlie Assemhly. - 
Alter a leiiptliy debate, Ihe House aecepti'd willumi, Oi>i)osilion a motion by iMr. 
Nalini Itanjan Sarker (former I'diiance Alinisterp that an addii'ss lx* jiri'senled 
to His LNcelli’iicy the Coxernor tlironah the Speaker, for eomniunieation to His 
Alajesty-in-Conmal to revoke tin; amendment, and to rcsioie the t:(cfus (nita 

on the pi'onnd (hat tin' imselthmient ol the Xicmeyer vVxvaid npain, a littlo oxer 
two years alter its adoption, would seriously atleet, the linanees ot Pencal. 

In the Penpal Lcpislative Cuuiieil, the iicnpal lAnanee (.Vmendment) Pil], PJ;,3 
was jiassed. 

Sir IMieliael O’ Jlwyi'r, formerly Lii'iitenant-Covcriior of the I’nnjab, was shot 
dead at ti meeltnp of tlu; East India Assoeiation in Caxtun Hall, Eondon ; JiOrd 
Ziitland, Seerctary of Stale for India, was also W'onndcd. 
lltli. Mahatma Caiidhi o]>encd the Ivhadi and Villapc Industries Exhibition at 
P am pari 1 . 

In the Central Assemhly, on the Ivxees.s ITords lax Pill, IMr. F. E. Janies 
remarked : “Peliind the men in the Avrmy, th(‘ Navy and the 7\ir Idirec, 
eeonomie. and tinaneial resources must stand fully mobilised. iV tax on inwv 
piolils ui'isinp diirinp the wav is fully juslilied ]»rovided that it is levied cipiit- 
ubly, that it docs not liiiuler industrial enterprise and that the jicople w^lio arc 
])ayinp can fed sure that their money is heinp cm]>h)yed eileetively in tlie pro- 
seiuition of the weir, d’lic constitutional issue has been raised. 1 would ask 
members to realize that once tlie w'ur is won, India can prasj) tho substance 
oi freedom.” 

Ill the Assam Assembly, the reduction in the subvention granted to Assam 
hy the Niemcyer Award formeii the siilijcet matter of a question, wiien the 
ITemier informed the House that the Annual iSubvention of Its. dO lakhs w^as 
not proposed to be reduced. 

lu the Bengal Legislative Assembly, various problems confronting the depart- 
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rnonls of I’lililie Honll.h and Eocal Sclf-G'ovcrnnient in Bengal were disenssed 
by tlic Nawjih rJaliadiir of l>ac(‘u, tlio JMiijislcr-iii-Cdiiii'GO, in a sliitenient in 
connexion witli tJie biul<dct. for Uie dojuirlincnts under idu cliar^e. 

In the h^iit I ARScinl)ly, the Allnbnx Ministry snstainrd the first defeat of 
llie JUid<ict session, when the cnnibined oi>])osition siiecocded in turning down 
tlie demand niuier civil woiks by dO votes to d7. 

15tli. Ill the Central Assembly, attempts ^Yere made by the Congii'ss Nationalist 
J’aity, duiing the df'laiicd discussion on the Excess rroli's Tax lull, to reduce 
the ]i('rconof the ta\. 

In tlie Ih'ncal Ee;Aslative Assembly, a detailed account of the acti\ilics of the 
Eublic ] leal 111 1 tepai Innait and Hu; ]»ru,i’iess made \Mlli tin' \aiious schemes 

(JoicMiiment had taken in hand, was eisi'ii by the iNawal) Isdnulur of Caeca, 
the ]Ministei-in-charge when he moved lor a grant of Ks. 4V,ll’,'iPU lor the 
1 a'pm l.ment. 

The (tongif'ss Woiking Committee licld its first, meeting at. llam^'arh. d'hc 
view w'as la id that theie should la* only one resolution tor the t'ongiess session 
in view of tlu' (Uitical | olitieal situation. 

A j’l-css Note stated Irom New' 1 >elhi ; “The Central (_!o\ernment has had 
eausf', lor considci'idile time, to vicAV with gra\e coina'in the adnilies of the 
communist, i’arly of India. AllhoiiL’li the jaily has been de<]ai<d an unlawful 
body, there is ample exnh’iice to show that it eoiiliniies to o| {'iate through a 
widespread ‘‘uiuhng’ionmf’ organisation.’’ .. .‘‘d he C’ential CoVei iiment, in 
discharge of its les] onsihility tor tlie (h'lence ol India and th(' ])]Ciseeu(ioii 
ot the war, has theiefoie, ionnd it m'eessaiy to ]>ass onhas loi- ilu' delenliun 
of the principal communist, Icadtas nmlcr tlie Ik'leiifO of India bides”. 

Sir Jkidiidas Coenka, in his ]ucsidcnlial addicss at (lie ihiid session of the 
All-india i\larwari h'cflcration at ('awni'Oie, de<lai(d: ‘'India is enlilhal to 
(h’mand and insist that the j'oweis given to the other iAuninlons sliould be g'vcn 
to India too.” 

IMaliaiina (nindlii wrote in tlu' Ilm tjan \ ‘Tkiminion Status even of the West¬ 
minister Aaiiefy eannot snit India’s rasiv (’onlnsion arisi's fiom my oft (Jiioled 
letter to Mr. 11. S. I’olak in which 1 had said in T.K’»7, that if Jtominion Stains 
with tlie ri<.>ht to secede weie ollered, J lor one wcmld acc(‘pt it. I laid no 

anlhoiity to bind any mu' I'lse to that slaltmenl. Needless to say the otl’cr 

was nra’cr mad(\ ^^'hale\er may he said of nu', no chargf' of chance of ])olicy 
<‘an b(' bioiicjil against, tlu* Congress so far as I am eonceined 1 liavi' changed. 
Jhxjeiieiice since gr.im'd ami mat-iier K'tleetion ha\(' led me to think that 
Coiniiiion Stains ('Mmi ol Wcstminsler ^aliety cannot suit India’s casi'.” 

'IJk' Congnss W’oiking f’ommiltci' iiu'l. at Ihimgaih. It, ie\ieu('d the ])olitical 
‘situation and adhered to the main resolution adopted at Tatna without making 
any alteration—Dr. baiiaulra J’lasad made a (haaiicd study oi ti\c schcim's jno- 
]ioiindcd by leading Moslems, lie was of opinion lliat four of tlu' schemes pro- 
ci'i'dcd on ihe assiimiition that there was no single nation in India, did not, 
\isuali/-e indeiiendence fur India and ignored the exisliaici' of any but the llindn 
and Moslem eoiumiinitics.—l)r. Vrasad insisted that India was one eonnliy and 
one nation. 

'1 lie executive committee of the vMl-Tiidia Congress Socialist Tally at Ihimcarli, 
eonsidcK'd the ]olitieal situation in the light of tlie Ckmgress \Vurking Com¬ 
mit l('('’s I'l'Solnlioii a^do]l^ed at Patna and siihserpient {le\'eIo])ments. 

Sj. Snblias ('haiidia I’oiug ]'resid('nt-(decl, of the Anti-Compromise Ck^nferenee, 
arii\<il at llamgarh and inspected tlie Kisluin Kagar (the Site of the coiiference) 
and oiK’iu'd a labour and students’ eaiu]). 

17lh. d'lie first sitting of the (kmcress Subjects (’’ommitieo w’as held at Pamgarli. 
’Ihe silling heggiii us a meeting of the .A.I.C.C. to wddeh the annual report and 
aeconnts were submitted, attm- wliich it was conxerled into a me(*ling of tlie 
subjects commit,!(('. lb’. Pajendra Prasad moved the ri'solnlion on the jiolitieal 
siliiation that the Woiking C’ommittee liad adopted at Patna. J’andit dawharlal 
Nehru sc'i'onded tJie resolution. Dr. I’rasad narrated tlie eveids wliieJi had led 
to tlie ];oIili(‘al di'adloik in India, and said tliat India was the only (oniponcnt 
of the ilrilisli iMni'ire whicli had been made a belligerent without its eonseiit. 
Pandit .lawhailal said that he had staled years ago that Dominion Status would 
never suit India. 

'The (’ongresH Working Committee passed a resolution condemning' the Caxloii 
Hall outrage. 
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A Bimilar resolution was ]\asRcd at a mcctiiiL?: of the Rnnjab States Council 
held at l.ahore, \viMi His ]lii;liness the Maharaja of l‘atialn in the chair. 

Kunwar Sir .Ta^adisli rrasad. Education IMc'mlier, (hnuaninent of India, 
])residini; at the annual convocation of the J)elhi_ University, ohserved : ‘^Sparo 
no (dforts to ])t('S tarve that i^resilest hut luosl elusive ot pilts, the unity ol India, 
hy keeiunp: under close restraint the dark force's of riu ial, iclipious and ].(.lilical 
hipotry ami hy pivinp free l>lay to the generous sp-irit of fair dealing and of 
syiui)athetic uiiderstandinp.” 

18lh. In the Ci'utral Ass(;mhly, a iuoti(Ui for the creation of a Slandinu I'inanfc 
Committee W’as int.rodu<*ed hy the I'^inance Mi'mlx'r. Sir Ji'iemy Itaismaii had 
]U‘e\iously intimated that l;e Avould move lor the apj'oinlment ol a linance 
commitlee or an estimates committee and iMr. 10. James iirped his lU'cleience 
for an estimates committee wJueli uonld enaMe liie liouse to acdiic'vc a eonli- 
nnous and (h'lailcd ('x.-iiuinalion ol (h^pai Inu'iital expcmlnuie. 

d he (V)nneil ol State adoplt'd a m()ti(>n loi‘ the eslahlishment of hiith control 
clinics in the centrally adminisleia'd aieas. 

d’he suhjects commirt{'(' of the o.'hd ses^'ion of the Indian National (\:)nciess at 
R.ampaj-li, adoj)t(‘d the W’oildnp ('ommitlee’s K'solntiiai on tlu' j'olitical cjisis in 
India. The committee acctirded overuhclminp su]*] ort to 1 o'. Prasad’s 
resolution—there weie only hi opj'osition ^otes. Surdar l’>al!a\hhai Tatel, in 
Hiipportinp t. e resolution ohseived ; “I see ])copl(' aie le-idy loj- disohedicnce 
hut not for (dvil disoliedience. Since THI, when ci\il disola'dicnce was Busi)('nded, 

1 have not si'cn any other ])ropiamme i)iil into action. AVhat yon ha\e lu'aid 
today aie only ])lat.loim ])ropiamines. 'I’hey only come ii]) wlnai A.l.C.C. meets.” 

IMaivatma (tandhi declaied in an addicss at liampaih ; “I leoe aeceiditl the 
need for a tipht, hut 1 shall exercise K'stiaint. It j am tlj(' (.'eneial, then, just 
as a peneral wants to prepare lor a lipid, Ix'loie lie pives oidcrs to his sohiieis, 

1 shall ilo tlie same, i do not lind ain lliinp to siippcst ihal no uie jeady lor a 
lipht imimuliately 

In the Ileiipid Lepislatixe Assemhly, the apraiian ] olicy of tlie Goveinment of 
Renpai nas explained iiy Sir I>. I’, hinpli Roy, IMinislei for luoiiine, 'when he 
asked the Assemhly to vote a prant ol Rs. L‘b ( S.OCU lor his i)('parlmt n 1. 

The lesipnation of Alhduix C'aliinet was acii'ptcd )»y Jiis Kxeclleney the 
Governor, and IMir Ihimleh Ali Ivhan, Revtainc JMinisler in the late Cahinct and 
leader of tiie Nationalist Tarty, loiined a new Cabinet. 

ItUh. Sj Suhhas Cliandra Rose, at tlie Anli-Coinj romisi’ Confcamice held at 
jvishamiapar (Ramparh) said ; “Rc'!sisli'idly hostile ]a(t]ai;jamia all o\(r the 

eoiiiitry has liad to he laced and conn lei aclcd hy tiie orpanizei s of this 
eonfeieiice. Tin' most snrpiisinp, and j.r.iiiliil pai t of this )ntipapaiida was the 
(leti'i'mined emhauoiir of a seelion ol Lellisis (i*r slndl 1 say ]isoiido-lad’i isl s) to 
make this eonieience imj ossihle hy (»penly comli'nininp ii and idso hy tiG>'P h) 
sahotape it.—“d he pji'sent woild eiisis liad ].nt Indian leadeisliip to tin' lest 
and it, had Itei'ii iinlorlniiali'ly huind Vvantinp. 'Ih.day our leadms ari; wohlilinp 
and the vacillation has demorali/ed a section of the Lellists as well.” 

i’andit .lawhailal Nehru movi'd the i'atiia lesolnlion at the open session of the 
Indian National (’onpicss ai. Rampaili. Ache.iya l^iipalaid seconded it. 

dhventy-tliree IGiaksais and two eonslahhs weie kithd in a seiimis (dash at 
Laliore. It was alh'pial Unit a larpc nnmher of KJiaksai.s allaeked the I'olhc 
who rlien opened lire. 

In the Cenlial Assemlily, an im]-orlant amendment in the ih.eess Trotils Tax 
Rill, namely, the raisinp iiy ttie exemption limit ((join Rs. ‘Jd.thtl to Rs. llU.OlU) 
W'as accejited hy the (h)\'einni<cn(. 

In the Renpal Tepislative Assemhly, tMaliara],! Siisli CJiandra Naiidy of 
C\)ssimha/ar, Minister lor liiipalion, W’oiks and Commnnlcalions (h'Seiihed 
various iiripalion ]vrojec(s, holli lu};, and small, wliich tlie Gon crnnu'nt hud in 
view or wJiich wi'ie in a(dnal ])roccss of execution, when lu' moved for the 
biidpet prant c)f Rs. ,'IJ,G(),()(KJ lor “J nipalion-Woi kinp Rxpeiiscs.” 

1n the oj.en session of the Indian National (’oi pu ss at Ri.niparh, the Ratna 
resolution was eanied hy an ovei wdielminp majoiily. Mahatma Candid made it 
(dear that the countiy was not yet ready tor a stiupplc and tliat none but those; 
wdio plied the chaika woulel fonn his aimy : lie addid; “I have ne,vei known . 
(hdeat for tlu* word (hdVat does not occur in my du tionary.”- J'andit Jawharhd 
Nehru assorted that lew' who had used heioie wojiih would be in llight when it 
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came. He said that the amendmentR were counter rcvolnlionary, tliat they 
rc]>icscnlL*(l ndvciituiiKm and that every one vvlio stood for ? luciiatatin^^ matters 
was tJ,uilty of treasonahlo conduct. 

33ie I'crsonnel of the new Conf'ress Woikin^ Commit lee was announced 
and the three new memheiB were : JMr. C. RajaiAOpalacliaii, I ?r. Hyed Mahmud, 
and ]Mr. Asaf Ali. dhe Commitlet: comi»ris(Hl ot >Sai<!ar I'atcl, id’, itajcmlra 
I'lasad, Fandit Nehru. INIifi. Naidu, l\lr. t^hankar iJuo l>co, Mr. Lhidalihai 
Desai, Mr Jamnalal Bajaj, Dr. V, C. (diosli, Khan Abdul (Uuiirar Klian, Mr. 
Asaf Ali, Dr. S\ed Mahmud, Mr. Ck Kaja-oi-alacliari and Achaiya Kiij-alani. 

'1 lie Central Asscni])ly passed the Ihxccss i’rotils 3’ax Fill. 

'i he Orissa Ibul^ct Kstimales for iUiO-U showed a dclirit of lls /1,(w h't 0. The 
total leveiiMe was estimated at hs. l,(D,vl,(U) and exj'cndituie eiiareed to re\cnuc 
at 

ri'acefni condilions were restored at Ivaliore, uhei’c a sciions clasli ocnirred on 
the Jhtli betueen the J'olice and Kliak'sais—k]7 ] eisun.s ueic ariesled ; death 

role rose to lid ijuludin; 4 , J ]:olicc constables. 

2l.st. in the Central Asseinidy, Sir Zafi’idia Khun, Law Meinbei’, inirodneed a Rill 
desi^aiod to biin^ Jhiropean Riiti.'-h subjects in this couniiy as lar as ) os.-^ilde 
into line A\ith those in other l arls of the L]n]ii(i in jcs] eet of sciviee in ills 
IMaji'sly’s Forces diiiine tiie ]-resent war. 

In the Assa.in Assendily, tuo of Ih.e four no-confidenee motions ayainst, tl;e 
Haadulla IMinistiy, of which notice had been j.d\en lueviously, were withdrawn 
and tlie other two weie not mo\cd. 

A riinjab CoveriinHnt coininunique annot.inad the ai>]' 0 intn)(nt of a committee 
of two llii-di ('oiirt Judges to iii(|niie into the ciicuinstaiicts leading to iolicc 
filing at Laliore. 

22r{1. IMahatma Candid, wdio ani\ed at 'NVardha fioin Rumgaih, later left for 
t-^evagrani. 

At the annual session of the All-India Moslem League, I\Ir. ]\I. A. Jinnah, in 
his ]uesid('ntial s)ceeli suggested the di\ision ol India into ‘■ae.tonomous national 
stall's’’ to gi\e th(> maior nations se]'arate homelands, and that apjcaied to him 
to be the only solution ot the ]>iobIem ol the countix’s lonsti; ui ioiial futiiie. 
Mr. Fa/lul lliai, I’lemier oi Rcnial, also sgohe on thi' main lesolulion. — l\!r, 
Jinnali said : ‘'dlie lundamcnlal dillerincc belwcdi Hindus and Moskms were 
so wide as to make them siq aiate nations. 7\ny hi'.] e ot uniting them undii a 
demoeralie s\stim sueh as that, eiuisaged in the India Act was only a diea.in. 
4die only solution lor India was tlie ('Stal)li^hmtni of two national sraies, laeh 
autonomous Imt bound together liy inIcinational agieements”. 

2ttr(]. I\Ialudma Candid wiote in tlie //u;//<<;/. nniler tl.e eaplion “Anollier Jhiglish- 
maids Li'liei”. *‘3 he Congiess lias iieM'r taken iij) an niu ompioinii-ing aCdude 
and wilidn tlic four eorneis its demand has always shown its leadincss lor a 
Hi'tt lenient,'’. 

3'he subjeets eommittee of the All-India I\Iosh. m League which resumed its 
‘fitting, adopted tlie main lesoliilio.n lor the session. A niimbei ol amendments 
weie mo'.ed by lepie.senlalives ol IMoslem minoiily ]uovinces in conne'don with 
sidegiiaids. 3 lie resolution slated (n'ln : ‘AVhile appio\ing and I'lidorsing 

the action taken hy the ('onncil and W’oiking Committee of the All-India 
IMoslem League, as indicated in their resolutions dated August, L7, t^cjitember 17 
and 18 and (telober 88, Li.'llt and lu'bniaiy J'.Mt* on the eonsi it ntional issue, 
lids session ol the All-India Moslem League eiii}Jiali( ally ui!ei;i!es tlial, ibe 
sclii'rue of fi’deiatiou embodied in the (h)\eminent ol India Act, Ib.T), is totally 
iinsnited to and iinwoikable in the ] eenliar eonditiuns of this eountry and is 
altogether umu'ceitlable to jMoslein India.’’ 

3 he til si session of the All-India Slabs IMoslem r.eagiie was lield at I.aliore, 
under the juesideniship ol Laidar Malunnmeil Aniaiig/cb, l.cader ol tlie 
(tpposilioii in the fdonlier Le|.islati\e Assembly.- In a s| ee<‘]i at tlie (‘oiiferenee 
Nawab Raluubir Yar Jung said that wheieas the C'oiigiess bad extended its 
activities to the Ltates in older to si'i lire its j osilion in tlie f ederal Assi'inbly 
tJie Moslem Iveagiie eompleti'ly ignoied Slate Moslnus and even excliuU'd tliiiii 
from its constitution, lie cxi rissid his disa]!] ointmi nt at. this a; alliy towaids 
the Slate Moslems, wlio were inelndcel among, the Moslems of India whcise ludits 
the Ijeagiie elaimed to safeguard. 

Mr. V. D, Savaikar, Liesideiit, All-India Hindu MaliaBabha, in his piesiden- 
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tial address at the first Tamil Nadu Hindu Mahasabha Conference held at Salem, 
stated ; “4'lic ohieelivc of the Hindu hlahasablia was the consolidation of the 
Hindus with the ultimate p;oal of absolute independence lor India. Hindus 
did not mind if Moslems considered thcmsclveB a separate race, but the proiiosal 
to divide the country could not be permitted.” 

24th. The twenty-seventh session of the All-India Moslem Iyeap,nc concluded at 
Lahore, The main resolution recorded the considered view tluit no constitutional 
])lan would be workable unless it was based on territorial readjustment, and the 
creation of independent Moslem Htates. The next resolution deploied the loss of 
life winch occurred in the clash l)et.ween the Kliaksars and the ])olice on ]\Iaich 
19 at Lahore and requested the Ihinjab Government to institute an impcitial 
inquiry into the ])olicc hrine, and to icmove the ban on the Khaksar oip:anization. 
Khaksars were reported to have instructed their local leader at Lahore to snsj ejid 
all demonstrations. 

Mr. S. tSatyamurthi, at a meeting in INIadras, said : ‘‘IMr. Jinnah wants what 
even the JMo^ul EiniaTors did not, want, {^ince the Lampaih Con<ircss JMr. 
•linnah has not S])()keu out. And the Moslem Leapuc w'ants to divide India 
[;co|i:raphically into Hindu and IMoslem India. It is an inqiossibility from the 
point of view^ of India, of En};land and of the woild.” 

2511i. The Central Ih-ovinccs and Bcrar Budget for 10h)-fl showed a revenue 
surplus of Us. 22,000. 

Mr. Jinnah, in the course of an inteiwiew at Lahore, declared : “I am lor a 
compromise and an honourable settlement ])etween Hindus and Moslems and the 
minorities, but sooner the idea of any orp.ani/ation, however preat, ri'i-resenlinp 
all-India is piven u]\ the ]>etter.” 

Mr. V. 1). h^avarkar, addressinp a larpe palherinp at Tihik Ghat, Itladras, 
declared that the Hindu Mahasabha could not, tolerate and would o])]!OS(' with 
all its mipht the Moshan idea of dividinp India into two zones. IMr. havaikar 
blamed the Conpress leaders for statinp that Kwaraj could not be achicoed 
without Hindu-Moslem unity. Hindus had come to realise that it was not only 
spiritual and cultural preatness that could save the nation, but that they must 
luoduce w arriors and leaihu's equally pi eat. 

Mr. J. B. Krijialani, (Jeneral t^ecietaiy of the Conpri'ss, in a circular to the 
Brovincial Conpress Committees said that, the sendinp of Indian soldims al)io:id 
‘‘without, the consiait of tlu^ Central Lcpislature”, the amendment of the Consiilu- 
tion Act, the ‘‘rdusal” of the Biilish Govei nmeiit. to slate cleaily its war aims, 
and the arrest of (hmpressmen and ('ommunists ‘'po to ]>jo\’(' that tin; (Jo\cin- 
ment is out, to consolidate its ])osilion and ])cr|)ctuale its hold on India”, “ddie 
only answei,” he added, “that the nation can pi\e to this od'ensiNc is the stailinp 
of civil disobedience. 'I’his can be done when the nation has made ilsell leady 
for th(* lipht, on terms of the K’quirements laitl down by JMahalma (iandln”, 

A council comprisinp eif certain ])iominent Leftist leadeis would bt' formed 
after the All-India Kisan (\mleience at, haeassa in older to pi\'c ell'cct to the 
main resolution of the Anti-comiiromise CVmlenuu-c at Kampaih. 

2(Uh. 4'he (kiiincil of h^late devoted the whole day’s sitlinp to the (ainsidcralion of 
the Excess Brolils 'i'ax Bill, as jtassed by the Lepislati\e Assemldy. 

Mr. Abdiir liahman, M. L. A. Chief I\'hip ol tlie Govi'iiiment I’arly (Assam) 
in the coiiise of a Piess statement at Hiillonp, cominenti'd on tJie witJuhawl by 
the Opposition of the no-confidence motions tabled apainsi, the Ministry. 

The annual leiunt on the w'oikinp ol the Assam Domiciled 1‘eople’s and 
Settler’s Association (Central) contained the lollowinp obsei \ ations :‘‘VVe ajii eal to 
our Assamese friends and brethren not to look upon us with distrust. We have 
formed this association not to (piarrel with th m but to have a liphtful shaie in 
the ordinary sjiheres of civil life.” 

The Jhinjab Assembly rejected by 9d votes to 4d the adjournment motion 
relating to the lirinp on Khaksars at i>ahore. 

27th. Tlie Council of ^tatc iiasscd the Excess ITofits Tax Bill as juissed by the 
Central Assembly. 

In the Central Assembly, the Government accei>ted Mr. Clhuiam Bhik 
Nairanp’s resolution iirpinp stejis to bring about the removal of disabilities of 
Indians in various ])arts of the British Commonwealth. 

In the tsind Assembly, Mir Bunde Ali Khan, I’remier, made a Bfatemciit on 
the Sind Ministry’s iioliey and progvamme of work. 
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Mr. A. C. Sen, pro^idinjj; over the first ainuml p^oncral meeting of the All- 
TiuUa ’Iciv (Jrowors’ Federution in OahiilUi, ijidicah'd the oj)j)Oitmiities that 
India had in developing lior tea ox])ort trade willi marlcots siieli as Ameriea. 

In tile Fenp^al Jje^islative Assend)ly, Mr. Mnknnda Ta'liari Mnlliek, Minishu-* 
in-eliai\i;e, wl>'''n lie pi'es(!n(cMl llu; demand of Its. 1 o/J,),!KKJ tt)r the Oo-oporativo 
J A partment, deseiibed in del,ail the various stej»h Ihr \ wen; taken hy the 
J’x npal ((overnment in furtlieranee of the ‘‘]>oliey of consolidation” and its 
"(iNpansion on steady and eanlioiis lines.” 

‘JiHlh. l)r. 1\. I*. I’aranjpye, Fresiilent of Ihc Nalional Liberal iM-deralion of India, 
in a slalemeni, fioin i’xmibay appealed to tli(‘ Oonuress and the Moslem Jjeap,nc 
'do ejve np tlieir exli’enie positions, and to the (lovtaaiinent to do their licst to 
rally all modmate opinion in tiu! eonniry by lakinp slejis to put India on the 
roa<l to fieedom and espi'eially to make India abb; t.o muleilake its own defence 
in co-operation with llu' other members of the Ihitisli Common wealth.’’ 

'rii(' Mosb'iii Li'a;.’ii(‘’s sneeestion lor the ])ai 1 it loninu, of India was expressed 
by vaiious h'adi'is : I >r. It. 1*. !’aranh>>e, Mr. Asai Ali, Sir C. Setalvad, Mr. 
I\i. C, Cbaela, Sir 11, .Mody and Master d’ara Sineh. 

d'lie Connniltee apjxnnti'd by the Lnnjab (lo\ernment to in([uire into the 
tiiinp at Lahore consisted ol the t’hiel .Insliei', Sii' Lonelas ^’oiinp, of the Lahoie 
I hell ('onii, (I’residenl) and Chandluiii Niamntnllah, lately a jndye of the 
Allaliabad lliyli t'oiirt. 

In the I’niled rro\ine('s Assembly, tlie main teatnri's of the Ibid^^et Estimates 
for llMt'-ll, weie a small ri'venne surplus of Ks. iC, l.'L) increase in the duty on 
opium, (ha»a.-; and panja and eontimiation of proliibiiion in districts where it was 
alri'ady in foiee 

Lao Ifahadiii 1). 1). Tlnud-w'er, the (^hairman of the Indian IMininx Federation, 

siieakine at, the annual meeting, in Calcutta, referred to the war's rciiereussions 

on tlu' Indian coal industry. 

In the r.eiipal Leyislafive Assembly, Mr. If. S. Suhriiwardy, IMinister for 
Finance, Commerce and iadioiir, ihadared a ]*oliey that cheat) electricity Bhould 
be proNidcd Jor tlie ])eopIe of the jiroNince had been formulated. 

2rth. d'lie Central Assembly passed the Finance Fill with only one amciidmoiit in 

resiiect of siiyar duty. 

In the Feudal Legislative (’ouni'il, the Feiipal Abolition of Dowry Bill was 
finally recommitted to the Select C'<>mmittee. 

IMr. Faijiiath Fajoria, m. n. A. (CVntral) in his presidential address at the LJth. 
session of the All India Varnashram Swaraja Sanyh at Nas:,])ur, said that if 
India was to attain Dominion Status, adeiiuate arrangements for her defence and 
tlie abolition of the Communal Award must be its {irecursorB. 

Sir SundiMsinyh Majitliia, Levenne I\Iinist,er, Ihinjab, in a resolution passed at 
a meeting, of the Khalsa National I’arty at Lahore, expressed the view that the 
division of India into Hindu anil IMoslem independent States, as envisaged by the 
ri'solution of the Moslem League was fraught with the most dangerous 
consequences. 

30'h. Dewan Bahadur Ivatnasabapathi, in his presidential speech at the annual 
meeting at ]>elhi of the Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
welcomed Jlis Excellency the Viceroy’s declaration that India’s political goal 
was the attainment of Dominion Status of the Westminster statute variety. 

Sir .lagadish I’rasad in acknowledging the tributes paid to him in the Couneil 
ol Slate which held a si>ei-ial session at New Delhi to hid him farewell uttered a 
soli’inn warning against violence in India and made an exhortation to thc 
eouiitry to help those in whose hands the supreme deeisiou rested to find a 
p.eaceful solution of the deadlock. 

In the Fengal I^cgislativc Assembly, the Home Member (Khwaja Sir 
Na/imuddin) defended the w'ork of the ITcss Censor and of the precautionary 
measures niidertakcii by the Covernmciit against possible air raids. The 
matter arose in connexion with the 8ui)i)lementary budget demand for 
F)31)-I0 in which there were two items of Ks. o.OtX) and Ks. 81,800, for expenditure 
for the Press Censor and air raid ]>recaiitions respectively. 

In a message issued in connexion wdth the observance of the “National Week”, 
Maulana Abul Kahim Azad said that he expected that every Congressman and 
Congresswoman and every supporter of the Congress would contribute in a 
practical manner to the success of the weak. 
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!\Tvh. S.iiojiiii Naidii, Kpoakin^ on “JN‘:u*o, (’onimunal and 1 nUniialionar’, in 
J^Dinbay, siid : is not ninndlin sontinu’iitidity ; pracu is dynamic, ])ciicn 

that IS loiiMd(‘d on jnslicc, and c([nily for all, and to biiii” about this ]>cacc is 
tin; duly and destiny ol woman.” 

.‘list iMr. M. v\. .li.unah, iji a slabmicnt from Nh'w l>c]lii, made an appeal to 
llinibis aid S lchs (o <>ive serious consideration to the Mosliun la-ayue selieine of 
]>aili:ioii ol India, and replied to the (uili-'s of tlie Beluune and explained its 
implieal ions. 

At tln^ annual meeting’ of the JOvleralion of Indian (diamhers of CDmmeree 
and Industry at, N'ov Derui, a ehani'e in tin' policy of diserimiualiui; juuleetion 
and the appoin'oneut oi a ]'(‘rmane!it Taiiir Hoaid were stronyly uryed. 


Ap-Pl 1940 

Tiie i^rioeip il in idtuif of fdo loontdi wa.s a bi’oadea d. liy Tjord Z-'Uand 
referriny (,;) 1’>ri(u.iihs police towards; India. Drit.ain’s poal, lio ‘Uiid, “is to aid 
t!u3 p.v)[dj of In lia to aupairo. a. in 'usuro ol ])(diti’*ad i'ni(\^ wliieli will ('iiaMo 
li 'i' Is) taho 1i"i’ ]da,e.o as a, yL\'..tt sidf-i^ov.-rnint^ Doiniiiion in tlin Dntisli 
CtuuinonwiMlIdi of Na'ro is’’ jnit ii > la-tune st t(,l'incuit will prove jiossibh.) 
“\vi! boot road i-'eon udiaiion 1>'tween olo'-lcun ; a,iid Jiindus”. Uef'U’iunJ^ to 
India’s war olforts, li ' 'Uii I that., eonsi lei-ihle as lia. 1 lieen idi ' f()ree.s .soiit 
overooas, lli 'v wore otdv an earn 'st of wli.it In lia was ])]<'pii-od to d.u. 

In tlie Contral Aiss'indly, a Dill jirovidn ! for national s;'i‘\’ice f/ir 
Europeans WMs ])as V'd.—ddie Hill einpovrored hoirds to consider tiie <iinili- 
1iea.tions for servi",e and disiiensalnlity from indiisiry of Enr.;po.ins and 
iispiire it th-,;> wa-re willin.y to “rvc Conipnlsitin was not int rodinied . 

Till' I’oinha)' mill riln* r*'mtiinie*! witli oe.oasionaJ instances of violence. 

India monj'ned the d.-atli of Mr. C. E. Andrews, the well lcnt)\vn niission- 
ar\', who (or ininyyoirs wms a e.o-worher of lUahat ina (laiidhi in Alriea 
and a, coll •:'.L;e o( Dr. 11 ilmi Ira Nat.h at Bauiti Nilo'tan. 

Tim n'w :s ot (iermroi inva-sions had an iinnie.dia,te. cdlect on tlio inaiducts, 
ludecs of wnir iiidnstry, shades boin.rt nnirlmd up eoiisidoralilv. The India 
Cfovernnient, in common wntii other ’parts of tli i Ihutish Enpiiro, t niiporarily 
prohihited sadind uf Nor\\ey;iau and Danish vessels or dispatch of goods 
to those count ries. 

In Domhay, rj-oliihitioii waas derlavod (/ff/'d vires Ly Dm lliglu Court. 
It had l)een enforced by executive ii )titicatinn under Aldiari Act and not 
by Sjiecial legislation. To remedy this, tlio Covernor used Ids s])ecial 
powers to registen- a Covernor's Act, wiiicli in eiloct gave legality to tlio 
Congress Coverrmmnt’s notilications. 

d'ho Drugs Dill was passed and became law. 

There wais a debate in both Houses of Darliamcnt dealing with tlio 
Governor’s Provinces. Since the emergoncy measures taken had to bo rati¬ 
fied within () months, (jord Zetland, reviewing the situation, ])aid a trilnito 
to the four ])rovinces witldii which the (onstitntion was still operating, 
lleliutting T\Iahatma Gandhi's assertion that ho had closed the door on 
negotiation, Loi’d Zetland said tluit bo had never desired to close any clooi*s, 
but it was only too olivious tliat that liad been done by others. If the 
vision of a united India w.'is to beeomo a reality, lie said, substantial agree¬ 
ment among tlio communities \vas es.siuitial. The steps taken to carry on 
the administration was approved by both Houses. 
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DuLi(3:^ on coLLoii faln-ics from fcbo UniLoil KiimOoin waro rodiicocl in 
acconlaiKJO wiLli ilio loriir-; of tlio Imlo-Hritish Trado Af^JrooirKnit;, in roburn 
for sniT(3nrler of proforonoo on gonoral iniporbs. TI 13 ol)joct wa ^ to onsure 
a sbal)l(3 markol for India’s surplus (3obton (Xiiorts. 

4-’ii(3 Punjal) (R;)vornmi3nfc ouHinod tlio tonus i»)r liTing of tlio b.an on 
tlH 3 Khiilcsar movL3m(3ti*L Tlioy inoludod an undorbalcinjj not to disturb 
puldic tiMriquillity or to d 3fy tbo ordoi- binniiij^ tbo cai-iyying of weapons 
sucli a3H)ek3lias, and that tlio movom 3nt should ])j un loi' the control of 
rosponsi])l(3 persons. 

Fresli troul)l33 witli tlio Kliak'^.irs o !t3un\3d on s.3Vt3ra1 Oc.casions in the 
Punjab, l)iib witliout any serious clash. Ivbaksar funds were forfeited by 
both tli (3 Panj;il) CT()vcroni(3nt and the Oovei’nniont of India. Tlio itupary 
into the Lahore firing continued. 

Ist. In (lie C(3Mtral Assembly, when I\Ir. A. Dc (\ Williams rnoi'cd consideration 
of t,h (3 National tServiec (IC'iropean liril.isli subjects) P>ill, Air. F. E. James of 
the Ikiroi»(3an yroiip ('\jn-essed piofoniid (Iisai>])ointm(3nt that it Imd imt been 
found possible (.0 apply lo (lie Eiirojiean Ihatish Community in India the same 
methods of eom’piilsory iralional service applied to their fellow (‘ountrymen 
elsewhere. 

Choudhury f^ir Chhotii Ram, DcvelopmerP. Alinister, Pnnjab, while addressing 
the All-India Jat C’onference at Sonipat (ilohtah), said: 'd can assure yon tiiat 
Sir l^ikandar Hyat Klian is not going to accept I. ho J ’remiershii) in any purely 
Islamic (ro\eminent, in lact, lie would, I am sure, reltise to accept Alinistcr- 
ship or any position of responsibility in such a (Government.” 

Ill the Central Assembly, the Ihll to make i>rovision for service by European 
Th'itish subjects in the armed foi\-cs of, and, in a ei\il ca[uicity, under the Crown 
encountered much opposition from the alosleni League and Congress Nationalist 
Parties. Resentment was e.\pressed at what was regarded as discaimination in 
favour of European Rrit.isli subjects as against, Jndians in the matter of civil 
and military service during Mie war. The provision, winch would have the elleet 
of permitting J'kiroi»ean IJritisli subjects fioni the Dominion and colonies, where 
Indians were not properly treated, to occnjiy ci\'il and military [lositioiis of 
anthority in Indiii was strongly attacked. 

The motion for consideration of the Jiill, moved by Air. A. De C. Williams, 
Defence Co-ordination Secretary, was i)resscd to a division and passed by 11 
votes to 122. The Aloslcm League and (kinpross Nationalist Parties joined in 
voting against it. The European (Iroii]), nominated and Government members, 
voted for the motion. 

?n(l. In the Central Assembly, the Defence of India Act came in for much 
criticism, when the Jlouse jjassed the Rill to amend the Act. The ('Ongress 
Nationalists pressed a division on the Defence of India Amendment Rill as a 
})rot,est against tli(3 administratiiin of the Aet, but they secured only 8 votes 
against the Government’s 43 ; the Aloslcm I^cagiic. while supporting the Congress 
Nationalists, abstainetl from voting. 

The ('oun(3il of 8ta(e considered the motion 011 the Finance Bill as passed by 
the l^egishitive Assembly. 

Air. Iv. W. Alellor, in*his presidential address at tlic annual general meeting of 
the Indian Pai)er Alakors Association in Calcutta, described how the war had 
considerably altiired the i^osition of tlie pulp and paper industry in India. Air. 
Alellor also discussed certain outstanding iirolilems relating to the industry, 
14 id said that, following the ontl)rcak of war, im]H)rts from manufacturing coiuitriea 
abroad had been cither entirely slopped or seriously curtailed. 

3rd. The Council of State passed the Finance Rill. 

Lord Zetland dec'larea in a broadcast, in which he touched on the political 
relations between Britain and India and the country’s w'ar etlort : ‘I am 
convinced tliat no lasting settlement in India will })rove possible without real 
reconciliation between Aloslems and Hindus. Let me say, that whatever the 
diliiculties standing in the way we shall continue to labour whole-heartedly and 
to the best of our ability for such a reconciliutiou. 'IIic goal wo have set our¬ 
selves is to aid the people of India to acquire a measure of political unity which 
8 
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-will o.nnUlo lu'r to Lvkc liov ]>l5\co aB a p;reat. solf-^ovornio'j; dominion in iho 
HritiBli (/oinrnon weal 111 of Nations.” IIo eontiiuied : “Nazis had made eapilal 
impasso in India bat, the truth was that India disihiineil Nazi Hynipathy, stood 
united in her hatred of the Nazi ree,imc and was coJitribiilin^ ma{;niticently 
towards an Allied victory.” 

In the Council of State, 8ir Ilamaswamy Mudaliar, the Commerce Member of 
the Croveniment of Imlia, announced in the course of his siiccch, that, he 
would consivler the (piestion of setting n]> an Advisory tknincil on the lines 
sue:!;ested by some members of the House, but he emi)hasized that Covernrnent 
could not, reliiKiuish responsibilit,y for i>olicy. 

ddie Indian Su'i;ar Syndicate took dccnsions of far reaching'; character and 
communicated to the Covernor of the United Ihoxiuces lor information. 
'The syndicate was convinced that in oidcr to save the iiuLcstry from a crisis 
it should adopt restrictive measures and look beyond the boulers of India for 
the sale of surplus su^ar. 

4th. The Central Assembly debated on llie Th'u^’;s Hill. The Select Committee 
expressed the oi)inion that t.lie ]tro'.'isions relating l(j tlui imj)ortation of iliiias 
shouhl be i)Ost])oued Ion” enoueh to allow the interests coiuTrned full timt' to 
adjust tiiemselvcs to the altered conditions, whih' with r<‘”aid to the control 
of miumfactnr(>, sale and distribution of drue.s the siniuUaneous introiluction 
of le”ishition iji all i)rovinces was considci’cd hj”hly dcsirai)l('. 

The Central Assembly ])ass(>d the Ihll turtiicr to amend tlie Indian Tariff Act. 

The death occurred of Mr. C. E. Andrews in a Calcutta nursine; home. 

r)th. In the Central Assembly, the Druis Hill w’as p.isiu'd. 'The cx(duHion from the 
Hill’s ]u•o^d^i()ns or the Unani and Ayuiacdic syslcms of nudcinc was stioimly 
criticized and the opinion was expressed tliat (lovi'rnment had an o;>]'ortunity 
wliich they disreaaidcd to build up the country's indiL’cnous druys indnstry. 

'I'lic Council of State took uj) the European Hriti^.li sid)jci'!,s National 8eTwice 
Hdl to mak(^ certain provisions ladalini; to service by European Hiitish subjects 
in the armed loi'ces of, or iu a civil capacity under. (Jie (h'owii, as jiassed by 
the i.ccjslativc Asscmiily. 

d’lie Alctroiiolitaii of India in a hroad-aist tedk from (’alcutia, on the late Mr. 
C. E. Andiawvs. oliserved : ‘Tt all of us Enro’peans liad lived as near to Christ 
as Charlie Andreivs, we too should have ivon the same unstinted alh'ctioii that is 
ids meed.” 

It was announced from New Delhi, that India ivas doine; her share of the 
work of '‘dema”netiziu^,” mendiant sliiitpiu” in oidei' to deal with Cermau 
ma”uet,ic mine menace. 

Olh. Mahatma Candhi in an article in tlie II(irlj(tn, under the caption ‘hV Haflling 
Situation”, expressed the vieav that the slc]) taken by the iMoslimi Lea”ne at 
Lahore had created a liidlliii” situation, but that lie did not, recaul it so batlliii”; 
as to make civil disobedience an imjiossibility. I^lalialma Candid added “Let 
me, howuwer, say in i>arent,hesis that until tlie condiiions I liavo menlioiu'd J’or 
the starting of civil disohedieiiee have been fulliiled, civil disobedience cannot 
be started in any ease. 

Mir Iliimleh Ali Khan Talpur, the Eremier of Sind, in a statement to the Press 
on Lord Zetland’s broadi^ast, exjiressed the view . ‘‘At a time when Ihitaiii is 
engaged in a gigantic war for liberty and freedom, it is my conviction that her 
]>rcst,igc will rise tremendously and the cause she is fighting for will receive a 
great momentum if she could solve tlie Indian ))rol)lcin now.” 

Alanlana Abnl Kalam Azad, Congress Ihosident, addressing a meeting in 
Calcutta, in connexion with the celebration of the ‘ Nhitional AVeek”, made an 
api)eal to the warring Congressmen of Hengal to compose their diHerences 
and jirepare themselvcB under a common banner for carrying on the “fight for 
Indian freedom.” 

’I'lie Vidya Alandir Scheme, which (*ansod wide inh'n'st in educational circles 
all over India, did not cost more than Us. !2,8U,U(XJ during tlic three years 1958-39 
and 40 according to the calculations of the Department of Education, Central 
Provinces. 

In Bombay, there was an improvement in the attendance of the workers at the 
textile mills the total attendance rose to 07,000. 

7tli. Dr. B. P. Paranjpye, President of the All-India National Liberal Eederation 
convened an informal meeting of certain jiromincnt politicians in Bombay (at 
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Bir Chimanlal Bctalvad'B roRidoncc) to coiiBidcr the qiiCRlion of forminji; a central 
party in India wlioso oiqcct it Bhoiild be to brinji; pressure on the British 
Oovernmeiit to accelerate tlie jiace of India attaininc; Dominion Status and to see 
that India was not ])Iun^ed into anotlicr civil disobedience movement. 

Kumaraja Muthia (,'hcttiar of Ciicttianad, lead(n* of the Opposition in the 
Madras Assembly, speakiu'; as Bresident of the Coimbatcre District Conference 
of the South Indian Liberal Federation (.lusticc Conference) at Erode, said : 
“\Vc have already declared ojumly and in unmistakable terms that we will 
Bni)])Ort without cjucstiou Great Britain at this hour of tii^^ve world crisis. That 
is our stand cvc'u today and thef(? will be no de])artuic fiom that resolve until 
the Allies completely win the war.” 

8th. Brigadier-General G. N. Molesworlh, l)ire(“lor of Militaiy 0]icrati()ns and 
Intelligence at a meeting at New Delhi, atlejuled by party leaders and ]'rominent 
members of the Central l.eirislature. pave an explanation of the idiase which the 
W'ar was expected to enter and India’s slratepical ])ORition. 

Bir .lopendra Binph, a foimer I’unjab i>linister, in a Dress statement, expressed 
the view that the immediate im])lementinp of the India Act of 1935 with an 
assurance that any weaknesses revealed in its woikinp would be removed, was 
the only solution of the constitutional ]>roblem. 

Banlar Ballavbliai i'atel addressiiijj a meeting at Ahmcda])ad, declared : “A 
fipht is inevitable. The question is when to stall the lipht. Mahatma Gandhi 
will not b(‘ hustled or bullied into a fipht thouph a cause for a fight is being 
daily given.” 

The Council of Btate passed the Bill to make liettcr financial provision for the 
Impelial Council of A;'ricuitural Descai. h. 

Ju tlic Bcncal Legislaiiv(‘ Assimbly, the Dnipal ''renancy C'riuid Annuulment) 
Bill as modified by the Lci!islali^c Council, came ii]) for cunsideiation. 'J he Bill 
among oilier things, sought to ]>lac(' nuiilgaies by t-ondilional sales on the same 
footing as complete unlructuaiy mortgayes, namely, to limit their peiiod to 
15 years. 

In tlie Council of State, reference to the new sqnadion of the Indian foice 
w^as made hy Sir A. D. Datro in the course of questions, when he asked lor 
details about the “Aim\ Co-o; elation Sqiiadroii.” 

9th ]\ir. V. S. Srinivasa Sasiii, rofening to th.e Indian I'oliiieal situation, when 
he unveiled tin' statue of tlie late Sir Dinshaw AVacha, in Bombay, d(']doicd tlic 
])rospeets ol a civil disobedience movement and the th mand toi a jiaitition of India. 

In the Bengal Leyishitixe Assembly, the Older ot th.e Government of 
Bengal banniny tlie ])id)healioM of lu'v.sin connexion with the celebration ut 
the ‘national week” as organized by the snspeiuhd Bengal Ihoxincial ('ougrc.ss 
Committee formeil tlie subject of an adjournment motion, diic motion was 
defeated liy 104 voted to 73. 

'Hie Dlillowners’ Association, Bombay, decided 1o declare a 'doekout” in all 
the textile mills in the city. 'Hie step, if was ex}>laincd, w as taken to confuim 
to certain legal technicalities of the Trade Disputes Act. 

10th. In the Council of State, (he Budget session of the laygislature was brought to 
a ( lose. 'Hie Bill to regulate the imiiort, manufacture, distribution and sale of 
drugs was ],asscd. 

IMuhatma Gandhi wrote in an ailicle in the TTarijan, ‘‘Nobody probably knew 
Charlie Andrews as well as I did. When we met in South Africa, we simply 
met as brolhers and rcniaiued as such to the end. It was not a friendship 
between an Enylishniaii and an Indian. I want Englishmen and TiidiaiiH, 
whilst the mcinoiy of the death of tlds sdvant of England and India is still 
fri'sh, to give thought to the legacy he has left for both.” 

Mr. H. S. Suhrawaidy, Commerce and Finance MinistcT, Bengal, jiresidcd at 
the Dalma and Nalore IMoslem I.eagiie Conferencie held at Ciialimdiar ( j'ahua ). 
Mr. 'I'amizuddin Khan, I’ulilic Health IMinisfer, opening the Conference, referring 
to the Moslem League sclunne of partitioiiiug India, said : ‘‘Wludevcr 
may be the moral criticism of this scheme, there is no doubt from 
the staud\)oint of reason that it is iinimpeacliable. Mr. Gandhi has said (hat 
the majoiify of Indian Moslems are against the S(‘heme but it is assuredly one 
of his many nnfortiinate polilieal Idunders, in which the biyg(w and greater 
cause of the nation has been more than once submerged. Mr. Suhrawardy, in 
his B]ieci*h, remarked tliat the Moslem I.eaguc was the only oryanizatiou which 
truly represented the Moslems of India. 
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11th. Mr. M. A. .Tiiinah, in a statcmcni to the Press, in Bombay, replied to the cri¬ 
ticisms by Mahatma (hindlii and Mr. Jlajajiiopalachariar cf the Moslem demand 
for the partition of India, lie said inter alia : ‘‘My attention has been drawn 
to the discourses of Mr. Gandlii in the Ilarijan in the week end. I am really 
sorry to notice that it is so full of contradictions that one cannot make out 
what he really wants or stands for. But his analysis clearly proves that there arc 
two nations in this country.” Regarding Raja^opafachariar’s criticism in his Salem 
speech, Mr. Jinnah said, ‘‘I am really ])aincd that occiii)yine: tlie position as he 
does, he should have held me up belore the hlindii pu))lic as one who wants 
to cut the cow into two because of my ]>roposal that independent Blatos should 
be constituted in the north west and eastern zones of India.” 

In the House of Commons, the liev. R,. W. Sorenson (Labour) asked the 
Minister of Labour (Mr. Ernest Brown) whether he was aware of the dilhcultics 
arisinjj: through Indians resident in England who on conscientious and i)olitical 
grounds might refuse to obey their calling-up notices and that the existing 
arrangements resitec.ting conscientious objectors did not cover this tyj e of Indian 
political objector. Mr. Ernest Brown replied that Indian Biilisli subjects ordi¬ 
narily resident in England Avere liable to be called uj) for service under the 
National ^Service (Armed Eorecs) Act. They had the same lights under the Act 
to apply for registration as eonscdoiitious o})jector as all other British subjects. 
“I have no poAver to make special provisions for them.” 

12th. Mr. W, C. WordsAvortb, ])residing at the annual meeting of the Church 
Education League in Calcutta, dealt Avith some of the problems that faced schools 
due to the Avar. He said: “Euiopean schools in India desired much of their 
guidance and insgiiratioii from vAliat A\as done in England and would 
be considerably atlcctcd by Avhat Avas seen today, “h^chools must give tlie spiiit 
of the slate. Can sidioids tcaidi democracy? Democracy is not something 
l)Ositivc, a set of rules ; it is a si)iiit, a Avay of thinking and feding, an attitude 
to life. Schools cannot teach if. But they must somehoAV make the conditions 
in Avhich young ])coi)le may catch or learn that S])irit.” 

IMh. Mahatma Candhi, rejvlying to a question from an American friend, said: ‘‘I 
fear that the chances of non-violence being accepted as a princi])le of v^tate ])olicy 
are very sliglit, so far as 1 can see at itresent. I believe that a Elate can be 
administered on a non-violent basis if the Aast majoiily of the ])COi'lc are non¬ 
violent. Eo far as I know, India is the only country which has a l ossibility 
of being such a Elate.” 

Mr. isaiayandas Ciidhardas, Member, Council of Etale, iiresiding at the annu.al 
meeting ol the Andhra Chamber ol Commerce in Madras, made an ajqieal for 
India’s unqualilied siqq.ort to Britain in the war. 

Mahatma Candhi, in an article in the llarij(ni^ made a declaration that as a 
man of non-violence, he couhl not forcibly resist tlie ]n'oi-osed jiaitition if tlie 
Moslems of India really insisted upon it, but he could never be a willing parly 
to the vivisection, and that he would employ every non-violcnt means to 
l»i('vent it. 

The general stiike of textile workers in Bombay.—About 7t>,((:(] Avoikcrs 
resumed Avoik ;uid tin' rest were e,x])ected to do so witlnn a few days. 

Malialma Clandhi, wiling on the Khaksar movement, exqnessed the oj.inion 
that tlie luinging into lieing of rival organizations Avas no remedy hnt it only 
multiplied the evil, lie added: ‘ I am sine that the I’linjah Coverninent Avill 
not iicrmit the Khaksai organization to he revived in its oiiginal foim. 1 qniti^ 
agree with my corrcHpondeiit that, if the Khaksars aie peiniitted to fmictioii as 
before, the Eikhs ami otheis aaIH have to he treated likewise. This eannot hnt 
lead to clashes.” 

At the All-Bengal Pnhiic Health CVmference in (kdciilta, various asiieels of 
the health juohlem of the piovinec were discusscrl. Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, 
Minister of Agriculture, JndnstrieB ete., Bengal, opened the conference. 

14tli. Eir Eiiltan Ahmed in his presidential address at the tiist Ehia All-Parties 
Conferenee at Lucknow, said: “By supporting the cause of freedom and (Umocracy 
India will have established Jicr rights to botli. It is not yx*t too iatc to con¬ 
centrate our united cIlbrlH on assisting the Democracies in Avimiiug the AAar. 
J.iet us do so vvitJioiit any hesitation. 

Ihe “Hindu Nation J>ay” was observed in (’alcntla. A meeting was organized 
by the Bengal Hindu Mahasabha, Eir Manmatha Nath Mookherjea picsidetl. 
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Maiilana Abul Kulam Azati, Congress President met Mahatma Gandlii at 
Wardha. Later, the Maidana in an interview stated that they took stock of the 
political situation in the country and discussed the agenda before the Working 
Committee. 

11. H. the Maharaja Sir Yadavendra Singh of Paniia (Central India), presid¬ 
ing at the All-Jndia Kshatriya Mahasabha Conference rt l*atna, said: “India 
cannot be divided into States and British India. She is an insei^arablo whole 
and will remain so. Any attempt to split her on any basis will be nothing 
short of criminal.” 

Dr. Shyama])raRad Mookerjee, nresiding over the Ninth Bihar Provincial 
Hindu Conference at llanciii, observed; “We want communal harmony and 
amity. We lully rec'Ognize that this country must continue in future, as it has 
been in the i)a8t, to be the home of many ])eople otlier than Hindus. We beg 
of them to tieat this country as their fatherland, and identify themselves with 
the joys and sorrows of the i)eoplc of India.” 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah issued a statement calling ip'on IVIosIcms in India to observe 
April B) as the day “conlirming the declaration of Moslem self-determination and 
Moslem indeiicndence day.” 

15th. The Congress Working Committee met at Wardha to review the political 
situation in the country since the Bamgarh session of the Congress. "J'he Committee 
agreed to the creation of a “Women’s liepartment” of Corigress. This do])artment 
would be housed in the All-Jndia (bngress Committee otlicc and w’ould be put 
in charge of a leading woman woiker, under the BU])ervision of the General 
Secretary and the I’rrsident. ''Iho Committee also decided that all J’rovincial 
C3ongrc8s Committees should ai)i>oint election tiil)unals before May 5, failing 
whi(h the Woiking (’ommittee would apj'oint such tril)unals. Discussions 
covered a wide field including the Hindu Moslem question, the possible reper¬ 
cussions of the civil disobedience movement on relations between the tw’O com¬ 
munities, the rcc('nt arresis and j)rciiarations for Hatyagraha. 

Master dara Singh, piesiding at the first IT. 1’. Hikh Conference at Lucknow 
said: “If the Moslem League want to establish “pakistan” they wid have to i)ass 
through an ocean of tSikh blood.” Master Tara Singh further said : 
“Opposing the ‘I’akistan’ scheme, some h^ikhs have lost their heads and are 
preaching establishment of Hikh rule. This will simi>ly be adding to the confus¬ 
ion alieady created by the IMoslem League, dhe ‘I’akistan’ scheme may ])rove 
to be a di'claiation of civil war and thereiorc, tlie ])ioposal is mad.” 

d'hc Shia All-Parties conieience, whi<h met at Lucknow under the president- 
shi]) of Hir Hultan Ahmed, concluded its session after ])assing two im]iortant 
resolutions with regard to the demands of the Hhia community and tlieir attitude 
to the Madhe Hahaba agitation. The first resolution cx]acssed the community’s 
fears that events showed that the rights and pri\ilexes of Hhias were in danger 
and that necessary stejm should be taken to sccuie certain lijjhts. 'Jhi* Be<‘ond 
resolution iirotested against the IT. p. (ioveinment’s communi(iue of I^laridi ill, 
ITM), which the conieience lield, created a big gulf in the Moslem community 
and injured the feelings of Hhias. 

I'he Hubjects Committee of the All-India Kshatiiya IMahasabha ado]>ted a 
resolution condemning the IMoslem licague scheme to di\i(le India into two 
separate zones. 

Mr. M. H. Ancy, leader of the CVmgress Nationalist Party in tie Central 
Assembly, addressing a ])ublic meeting at .lubbnljtoic, said ; “Destructive and 
hostile forces would spring up from nnexjiected quaitcrs h'ading the countiy 
into iininecedi'iited chaotic conditions if Hatyagraha was launched liy the Con¬ 
gress at this inoi»portune monu'iit.” 

IGth. The (Tongress Working Committee, at Wardha, had another luolonged dis¬ 
cussion on the ])olitical situation with i)articnlar referincc to the Jlindii-Moslem 
question and the situation created by llie liuhore resolution of the Moslem 
League. The (kimmittee also discussed the (piestion of organising an All-India 
volunteer coiq)S and asked Mr. B. H. J'andit to submit a report by May lb. A 
resolution on the death of Mr. C. V. Andrews was also ))asRrd. A sj^etial siih- 
commitee eonsisting of Pandit Jawharlal Nehni, Sar<lar Ballaldililiai J’alel, Mr. 
Bhiilabhai Desai and Aeharya Kripalani was appointed to go into the question of 
eleetion of delegates from Indian »statc8. 

Ih*. H. Uhomas, Insi)Cclor of European schools, Bengal in an address, in 
Calcutta, on “The Teacher and His Approach to his work”, made an appeal to 
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the to ‘iivc the pehool teaeherp of the province every 0 ])portunity of doinji; 

th(Mr Avork well and to treat them as worthy members of society. 

d'ho conditions on wliich the runjab (Tovernment were ]n'ef)ared to consider 
tlie rescission of tlic order declaring the Khaksars an unlawful association were 
staled in a communique issued by the Punjab (Jovcrnuicnt. The Government, 
the communi(iue stal(‘d, wanted to be satisbed that (1) tlie Khaksars woidd do 
nothing to disturl) the public tranquillity or interfere with the maintenance of 
law and order and (2) the Khaksar Association would give satisfactory guarantees 
that its activilicB would be confined to lawful pursuits, (3) the movement would 
be under the cojitrol and direction of law abiding and responsible persons. 

Sir Gulam Hussein ITidayatullah, in a statement to the Press from Karachi, 
declared ; “i'hc I’rirish ])eo]>Ie are now engaged in a life and death struggle on 
which will hang issues, which are momentous not only for the British ])coplc, 
but to the Avholo Avoild including our country, and this is the time for us to 
render every possible support towards the success of the cause which is as much 
ours as theiis.” 

17tli. Sir Henry Craik's term of office, as Governor of the Pun jab, was extended 
by six montJis. Sir Bertrand (thincy was appointeil to succeed Sir Henry Craik. 

The C^aigress Working Committee at Wardha had another discussion on the 
]X)litical sit.ualion in the country—the Congress Executive and Mahatma Gandhi 
wanted to have the fullest discussion on all view-)>ointB so that no false step 
might be taken. 

IKth. Lord /('Hand reviewed the position in India during a debate in the House 
of Louis. The deliato was occasioned ))y Lord /.etland’s riniuesi that the ]>rO' 
clamations under Sei*. bd of the India Act by wddeh the Govei-nor assumed the 
]>ower of Government- in seven provinces when the Congress Ministries resigned 
1)0 cxic'ndcd for “hiicli fnrtiu'r ])criod not extending 12 months, as devcloiunents 
may show to he necessary.” —Lord Zetland ])aid a tril)utc to the ])rovinccH of 
ITn^al, the Punjjib, Sind and Assam, where the pojuilar ministries had eon- 
tintu'd to function. He said : “This wuis a matter of 8atisla(d.i()n to those anxious 
to s<^'e India progressing smoothly towards her goal.”--Lord Zetland said, referring 
to ]\Irdiatma (uindlii’s accusation that he liatl closed the door on the Congress 
])ositi()n, “1 liave never desired to close any door. However, it was only too 
a])pareiit, that the door was being closed by others. A sidistantial measure of 
nyrc'cmcnl among tlie communities of India is essential if the vision of a United 
India is to Ix'come a reality. 1 shall labour for a reconciliation lictwecn those 
two gicat communities—I\I()slcms and Hindus. But the tact of the matter is 
that the (N)ngicss party has raised in the minds of many Moslems ap])rchcnsionH 
which only tlvcy themselves can allay. Will the Congress refrain irom closing 
the door upon unity in India ? Ui)Oii their answer hangs the future fate of 
that coutry.” 

Itth. I’aiidit Jawhailal Nehru, in an interview in Bombay, said, “l.ord Zetland’s 
statement does not carry us any lurther and 1 don’t think it- necessary to say 
anything about it. My concern is, work in India and i)r(‘parati()i) for the coming 
cv('ut ill India, what is said in Parlianieiil, is of no consequence. 

iSir S. liiidliaki isliuaii in a Bicss statement issued in Calcutta, said; ‘Lord 
Zetland’s statement tJiough more accommodating is not likely to satisfy ('ongress 
leaders, do ]>ostponc tlie attainment of Dominion f^tatiis to an undated future 
is not liel] ful. ’Jhat is what Bir Hugh O’Neill’s statement indicates. ‘How 
sliort or long a time it will bo before India can attain the goal of Indian self- 
(io\ernment, it is possililc to j^rediet wdtli certainty', b'o argue that India de¬ 
mands ‘Voinjilete severance from all association with the rest of the Em]>iie, 
banishment of the Crown from any place in the Indian couBtitutiou” is to 
dopmnlisc in tin* very ])remiscs of tho debate.” 

Mafia I ma Gandhi admitted tliat a coiislitueiit asscmhly might vote for 
Dominion Blatns or something less than that even. When the Congress de¬ 
clined that India should not be a unit ‘within the oibit of Britiph iinpeiialism’ 
it meant that full and free extension of democratic rights to India would change 
the v('iy character of the Umpire, 'i'hc Congress objection was to an imperialist 
Ibitain and not to a dcmociatic British Commonwealth. 

At a meeting of Moslems in Calciitla, in connexion with the observance of 
“All-India M(»Hlcm Independence J>ay”, speeches sni)poiling and explaining the 
Moslem League scheme for the ])aitilion of India into Iliiulu and Moslem Btutes 
were made.- Mr. Hyed Badroddoja presided. 
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Maiilana Al)nl Kalam Azad issued a statement appoalini!; to Siiniii loaders to 
persuade those orji;anisii)^ Madlic Sidiaha |)roc.csHion, not to insist on its oon- 
timiaiiee.—Ueferrin*!; to the Siiia-Sunni disi)ute over 'J'aharra and .^Lulho ISa!ial)a 
in liUcknow, the Maulana suid : ‘‘I have not the slii;litest lu-siWition in admit!ine; 
that the U. 1*. (Government’s communicjiie of JMarch 31, 1030 r(‘e,ardint!; th(^ jMadhe 
Sahaba prot’ossion was based on inadequate appreciation of the situation and 
therefore an error of jud.<;incnt 

20th. Mr. H. S. 3 own, presidiniJ: at the annual t;oneral meet in-!; of the South 
Indian lhanch of the European Association held at Coimbaloie, said : “1 fe(4 
that Eon>iress made a capital mistake in rc'si^ninjj: and that the constitutional 
and more balanced elements tlu'.rein must today be of the same opinion.’’ 

Mr. S. C. Mooklieijee, Tresidenl, Indian Ohristian Ass!». laiion, licnyal, made 
an ap]>eal in Ealeiitia to the Indian (Christian community throup,hont [ndui to 
unite ill order to make tlicir voice felt. 

J>r. S. C. J^aw in his ju-esidential address at the annual meeting; of the 
Sunderban Landholders’ Ass^)ciation, in (Jalcntta (Lri'ish Indian Associalion 
IJall) stressed the urpent need of some eonsitleration from tlie (Jovernincnt of 
Ilenp,al. 

IMahatma Gandhi, writing; under the eai'tion, “Dancer .Sipnal” ridcrii'd to the 
order issued by tlie Ajmeie authoritu's iliiectinp; the oipani/cis of tlie Khadi 
I'Dliiliition to haul down the "national thi”” within an hour "as it liad caused 
annoyance to some of ilis Majesty’s subje<‘ls’’ and said that it was a matter lor 
the central autlioiity to investigate. 

Mahatma (Gandhi wrote in the J-hn-l'itni, “The civil disobedience mo^enn'nt is 
beinc; delayed for want of iireparation.'’ 

2l8t. At a meetinc; of the Woikine; Gommiitee of the Sind Tri^iviin ial ^Moslem 
Leacue at Karaidii, strong: criticism was made of the Liindch Ali iMinisiry's 
acceptance of the hGind llindus’ iT demands, including intioduction of jodnt 
electorates in local bodies throughout the ])io\ince. 

Sir hGikander ILyat Khan, ricmicr, made a statement on tlie Khaksar sitiiatiim 
in the Punjab, in the Punjab Lepislat.ixe Assemi)lN. h'lr t^ikand.ar said tliat 
Khakeais had lieen coming into the Ihinjab and into Lahore from other i»rovinccs, 
presumably with the object ot taking part in an agitation to persuade Dovein- 
ment to cancel the restrictions im])osed on tlumi. 

ddiree ])eople were killed and about .otJ injured in t^hia-Sunni elaslics at 
Lucknow, d’he ])olice had to open tire on one occasion. 

Mr. G. Pajagopalachaiiar, former Madras Premier, addressing the Progressive 
Group in Bombay, made a statement that the Indian ])roblem was capable of 
solution provided British statesmen approached it without any mental rcbcrvation. 

22iui. Mr. F. E. James, M. l. a. ((Vntral) addressing the Coonoor Branch of the 
Euro])ean Association at (dolacamund, said : ‘T^nity in the countiy which is si) 
essential at this time ai>pcai8 to be receding and would recede ior ever unless 
men in intluenco had sutlicieiit courage to call halt to disintegiating temlencies 
in Indian ])oliiics.’’ 

3'hc tSouth Indian Branch of the European Association at its annual meeting 
at Goimbatore, j)assed imi>ortant resolutions bearing on the ])olitical situation in 
India. —It also strongly condemned "the j)rcparations which aie being made liy 
the Indian National Gongress throughout the country tor a civil disoliedience 
movement which are unjustitied and calculated to liinder the cflccient piosecution 
of the war.” 

Maulana Abul Kalam A/.ad, the Gongress President, issued a statement on 
IjOrd Zetland’s S])eech in the House of Lords on the siiuation in India: “Lord 
Zetland’s speech leaves things where they have been since the breakdown of the 
negotiations between I^ord Linlithgow and Mr. (^Tandhi in February. 1 can only 
say that every dilliculty that the l^ecretary of State raises is completely met by 
the jiroposed constituent assembly. 'Phe issue is simi)le. Is the British Govern¬ 
ment prepared to admit the right of self-determination for Imlia ? If she is, 
then tlicrc can be only one proper method ot finally deciding all the problems, 
that is, they should be referred to the elected representatives of India. (3nly such 
an assembly can deal with problems relating to Hindus and Moslems and the 
Indian States.” 

23rd. For the first time since the Khaksar agitation started, a batch of nine women 
in veils, three of whom were carrying bclchas, held a demonstration at Lahore. 
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A crowd followed iJiem but, as soon as ilie police appeared, the women 

entered tlie (Jolden I\Iok(1uc. 

24tli. d'he I’tinjah (Joveriiment and the Dtdlii (tovernment forfeited over Rb. IJ 
hikdis, wliich had been deposited in various banks l)y tlio Ivhaksar Assoeiation. 
ddie money was deposited in the name of Allama Mashra(pii, leader of the 
Kliaksars. 

A Gaz(d-te notilication recorded ai^preeiation by llis I'lKcelleticy tlie Governor 
of Henjial of the work of the l>en,i 4 a] Laiul Revenue t’ommission. 

'rhe Government of Rental amended the de])artmental rules for the training of 
lu'wly recruited members of the Indian (hvil Service, Rcsj^al Ihvil Service and 
liismal Junior Givil Service, in (uder that olliceis mi,u,ht be better ctpjipped to 
render more useful service' in rural areas. 

At a meeting of (diincil of R,(!i)resen(atives of tlie Naiiipur 'Textile Union, the 
decision to call oil’ the strike was taken.—A resolution ])assed by tin; Goniu'il 
slat('d that, the Na^imr Jk'xtile ITuion would only eo-oi»erate with the impiiry 
committee, to be appointed ))y the Governnn'ut. 

25th. The General Secretary of the All-India IMoslem TiCaiiine issued a statement 
rc'pardinc tlie observance on April T.). of the IMosh'm “ I ndei)end(’nce Day”, from 
New Dcllii, statinc : ‘'Ai-cordine, to reiiorts that June directly reached the central 
oHicc of the Lcap,ue and information that has been receivi'd throuch J’rovincial 
Leapne, it is estimated that over T),t)t)<) incetiiiL;s were lu'hl throuf 2 ,lu)iit the 
country on April Id, to observe the JMoslem Independem-e Day”. 

l\Ir. IM. N. iloy issuetl a circular lett.i'r from I‘a1na, to memlx'rs of the Radical 
(^nipress Leayiie, cout.ainiim; instructions not, to sipii the ‘satyapraha pledge’ 
and not to resiy,n membership of any C\)n,!j,ress Committee. 

The Tunjab Legislative Assembly ]>ass(!d the third readini; of the Eactonec 
(Lunjah Amendment) Rill without division. 

In (h'tiance of the Tunjab (uiveriiment’s lian, six Khaksars, Avcaiinp; uniforms 
and earryine, Relchas, marched throu^h iliflercnt bvlancs of Lahore. 

2()lli. In IMadars, Mr. C. Raja<:opalachari replied to critics who iirped an nnoflieial 
conference of leaders to arrive at an agreed dei-ision on the constitutional prob¬ 
lem before Rritain could be asked to commit herself to accept the princi\)lc of 
self-determination for Imlia. Mr. R.ajat;oi)alachari claimed that it had been 
])roved to the liilt that Mahatma Gandhi’s alternative of a duly elected rei>resen- 
tative body for deciding principles on which the constitution should be framed 
could not harm Rritish interests or the interests ot any others, including minori 
ty communities. 

Thedudicial Committee, consistinjj; of Kir Doii;j,las Younf>- (Chief Justice) 
and Cliaiidhri Niamutullah (a former Ju<4!,e of the Allahabad Ili^^h Court), 
which was a])pointed by the Punjab Government to iiKiuirc into the ])olice 
firing on Khaksars on March P), adjourned till May G. 

27th. Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the Harijan under the caption ‘'Civil Disobedi¬ 
ence”, declared that as far as he could see at ]>resent, mass civil disobedience 
wuis most unlikely because in the face of the lawlessness that i)revailed in the 
country, civil disobedience w'ould easily ])ass for lawlessness. 

Khan Rahadur Alla Rux, in his presidential speech at the Azad (Independent) 
Moslem Conference, at New Delhi, said: “It is this conference and this conference 
alone which is in a f)osition to evolve a constrmdive scheme to bring the politi¬ 
cal deadlock to an end. ‘ if you can come to an agreement as regards the basis 
of a communal settlement, the Congress which is undoubtedly the most influen¬ 
tial and powerful organization in the country today, is bound to consider your 
])roposals as the one golden bridge whi(di leads not merely to communal and 
political harmony in the country but to the ultimate goal, namely, India’s 
independence.” 

Kir Jagadish Prasad, a former member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, in a 
statement on the Indian political situation expressed the belief that there could 
be no reasonable solution of the communal problem so long as Congress Minis¬ 
ters remained out of office. The view was also supported by Kir N. N. Kirear, 
a former Law^ Member of the Government of Imlia. 

Mahatma Gandhi, reproduced iu the Harijan^ an interview granted to the New 
York Times, lie said : ‘‘The legal status of India, whether it is Dominion 
Ktatus or some thing else, can oidy come after the war. It is not the question 
at present whether India should be satisfied with Dominion status for the time 
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being. The only question is what is the British policy ? Docs Great Britain 
still iiohl the view that it is her sole right to determine the status of India or 
whether it is the sole right of India to make that determination.” 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Batcl, presiding over the lOth session of the Baroda Btate 
Ihaja Mandal {i)eople’s i^arty) at Mchsna (Baroda), advised the ])eople of the 
state to work the reforms, inadequate and unsatisfactory tuough these were. He 
also criticized the policy of the Moslem JiCague in Indian Btates. 

28th. The Azad (rn(lo[)endent) Moslem Conference, at New Delhi, discussed a 
resolution declaring that India would have geogra[)hical and political boundaries 
of an indivisible whole and, as such, \vas the common homeland of all the 
(Utizeiis irr(!Si)ectivc of race or religion. The resolution stated that Moslems owned 
equal responsibilities with other Indians for striving and making sacritiecs to 
achieve tlie cotinlry’s independence. 

Nawabzada Liaqiiatali Khan, B(H‘retary, All-India Moslem League, incsiding at 
the Bhahjahaniuu Moslem Bolitical (Conference uttere<l a categorical denial of the 
impression in some quarters that the Moslem League thought only of Moham¬ 
medans and had no thought of the country as a whole. 

Mr. A. K. Fazlul lluq, Ihemier of Bengal, interviewed in Madras, said : “Let 
me give an assurance to all communities here --Hindus, IMoslems, Christians 
and otlicrs—that the best w'ay in which I can rei)ay the kindness which they 
have shown me is by striving for complete unity between tlie various sections of 
the j>eople so as to liave the way for a united India”. 

At a meeting of the Central Standing Clomnrttee of the All-India Shia Political 
(Lmference at Lindvtiow, a decision to appoint a committee of two Hindus and a 
Bhia to iiKiuire into the Lucknow riots was reached. 

29th. Mr. A. K. Fa/1 uI Huq in his ]»residential address at the first session of the 
IMalabar District. Aloslem Conference at (.'alicut, made slatcment that Indians 
themselves and not the Britis'i, 'were to blame for the communal dillerences in 
the count.! y. iMr. liinj, referring to India’s tul.ure, said that he Avould resist any 
constitution which aimed at rcjilacing “white aut.O(*racy” by any other autocracy. 

Tlie All-India (Independent) jMoslem Conference at New Delhi, I'assed unani¬ 
mously the i’akistan Bcheme, characterizing it as imjuacticablc and harmful to 
the country’s interest giuierally, and of Moslems in iiarticular. Khan Bahadur 
Alla Bux was in the chair. 

ilaji Bir Abdulla Haroon, J’residcnt, Bind Provincial Moslem T.eague in a 
statement to the Bress on Khan Bahadur Alla Bux’s presidential address at the 
A/ad (Independent) iMo.slein Conference at Delhi, challenged tlie Khan Bahadur 
to seek re-election from his c.onsi.ituency to the Bind Assemlily on the Pakistan 
issue, and otlered to resign his own scat in the Central Assembly and contest 
the former’s scat. 

In the Punjab Assembly, the speaker, Chaudhury Bir Bliahabuddin, ruled out 
of order an adjournment motion tabled by Mr. Deslibandhu Gupta (Congress) 
seeking to raise a discushion on the ^'failure of the J^ahore Police to ariest 
Khaksars who have been holding demonstrations and parailes in uniform within 
the precincts of certain mosques in Lahore.” 

liOth. The All-India Azad Conference jiassed a resolution favouring a constituent 
assembly for framing the future constitution of India. 

Mr. A. Jv. Fa/lul Huq, at the conclusion of the Malabar Moslem League at 
Calicut, suggesteil a conference of provincial ITemiers, past and piesenr, to solve 
the Hindu and Moslem differences. 

Tlie Director-General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics in India, 
called a meeting of various Chambers of Commerce to discuss the (luestions 
relating to the revision of the tariff values of various foreign articles and les- 
torations of such tarilf-valucd items. 


May 1940 

Ono of the leading incidents of the month, was tlio anxiety caused by the 
Khaksars in the Punjab. Subordinate Khaksar leaders refused to negotiate 
without the authority of Inayatullah who was in prison and Khaksars 
continued to use mosques as cover ; at times remaining inside them in a 
state of semi-siege, 

0 



66 THE INDIAN ANNUAL REGISTER [ 1 MAY ’40- 

A frontier fcri])n deeidocl that it was not good policjy to harbour the 
Faqir of Ij)i. The merits of the Pakistan scheme continued to be Jiotly 
discussed. Mr. Tinn.ih explained that ho could not negotiate for removal 
of the l)an against tlie Khaksars, as the Kliaksars and the Moslem League 
were separate organisations. 

Tlie Ihjngal Land Revenue Commission presided over by Sir Prancis 
]fdoud, issued its report. The majority considered tliat the Permanent 
Settlement, whatever its benefits in the i)ast, was now out of date. Tliey 
recommended that the Zemindars and all intermediate tenants should 1)0 
bought out hy the Government, the compmsation rccomnuuided valu ing 
between 10 and 15 times the nett annual income (except for religious, 
charitable, educational and other trust,s) ; that the cultivator should in 
future hold direct fro'ii the Government ; that in any case a tem])oi'ary, und 
if oxpro[)riation bo rejected, a permaii'mt agricultural income-tax should 
be imposed.—There AVere several minutes of dissent, headed by the 
J\lahar;i ]a of Hurd wan. 

Mr. Amery, the Secretary of State for India reiterated the Hritlsh 
Gov(M-nment’s intention that India should attain free and e(iual partiKUAshij) 
in the Hritish Commonwealth of Nations. Prominent Indian leaders 
sii'oss'd the urgency of a solution to the political (teadlot'k on the liiU'S of 
national Governments and of immediate me.asures to secure India’s 
(hdeuc-es. 

Idle Governnu-nt of India announced ])lans for arming India up to the 
maximiun ol her cai)acity. The new land forces Avould include meclianized 
units, infantry, signalling, engineering, mxlical and motor transport units 
and ancillary services to maint:iin the now formations. I’ersonnel for 
furth -r squi,(Irons of tlio Indian Air Force AAmuld bo raised and trained, 
in addition India AA^ould continue to ex])and to the maximum e.xtont 
])() >sib]e her jiroonction capacity lor war materials and manufacdured 
l)roducto i')r use in India and overseas in connexion with the war. 

The situation on the Frontier completely returned to normal and even 
isolated incidents were rare. 

1st. Dr. R. r. I'arnnjpyc, Tresklont of the National Lii)eral Federal ion, in a sf nte- 
lueiit from bonihay made an appeal to Congress leaders not to launeh eivil 
disobcxlienec, and to all parties to acec'pt the otler of the Ihitish Guverninent of 
Dominion Stains. 

The AlJ-India Azad (Independent) Moslem Gonfereneo eoneludod its four-day 
session at New Delhi, After p.-issing resolutions relating to the Avar, the )iced 
for reforms in Ihihiehistan and the promoticn of Jiaiulloom industries hy 
Moslems, Maulana Ahmed Sayoed, General Seeretary of the Jamiat-ul-u!ema-i- 
Jiind, cu'ilieized the attitude of the iMo.slcni Ijcagiie towaivls (*0111111111011 settlc- 
nicnt and decdaied that the coiifcrcnee und not the Moslem League was reprc” 
tieutative of Indian IMoslems. ^ 

ddie National rianiiing (Lmmittec met at Bombay and reviewed the rciiorts 
Buhmitted hy the 17 suh-e.ommith-es.—Pandit Jawhailal Nehru presided. 

Air. AI. A. .linnah, l*resident of tlic All-India Aloslem Jjeague, aiiiiointed 21 
jiersons to the Working Committee of the League. 

Four Aloslem members of the Puniab Assembly met several leading Khaksars 
at Lahore with a view to ascertaining their vieAVS on the termination of tlie 
inesent situation. The Khaksars Avere rc]>orted to have told the m. ].. a’s that 
they had no ])Ower to make any terms for a settlement Avith the Government 
adding, ‘hnly Allama Alashricpn could do that.” ’ 

t^ir B. y. Singh Roy, Revenue Minister of Bengal, attended an informal con¬ 
ference of C{d(*uUa landlords at the British Indian Association Jlall, Calcutta 
to diseuss with them certain problems relating to the rights and status of 
biistee tenants. 
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Mr. Asaf Ali, M. L. A. (Central) and a member of the CongresB Woikins 
Committee, in a PreBS statement from New Delhi, asserted that the All-Tiidia 
Moslem Coriferenec rellected the true needs of Indian Moslems. 

2inl. The Ad Iioe< Accounts Committee n])i)ointed by the Governor of Bihar issued 
a report containing recomnnaidations for encoura^cmci t of the suiTcndcr of 
surplus funds by (controlling otliccrs and for more ellicicnt control over the 
]*ublic Works Dci)ar(ment expenditure. 

Plans were being made for further cflTort in the expansion of civil aviation in 
India, particularly in the territory which was poorly developed, namely, the 
eastern ])art lying between Bombay on the one side and Calcutta and Madras on 
the other. 

M'he annual meeting of the Calcutta branch of the Euroifcan Association was 
held in Calcutta, Mr. C. P. Landson, vi(*e-chairman, ])residcd. Mr. Pandson 
](leaded for closer cooperation between the European Association and the various 
European grou])S in the jACgislaturcs. 

3rd. Mr. A. K. Fazlul lluq, Premier of Bengal, in an interview, said : “I cannot 
but pay a deserved com]»lijnent to both the Jlindus and Moslems of Madras.” 

]\lr. Samsuddin Ahmed, a former Ihuigal Minister, and leader of tlic Krishak 
I’roja Assembly Party, issued a statement on his return from Delhi alter 
attending the All-India Azad Conference, lie said : “All allegations against the 
comjdete indci)endence movement in the country have been proved to be utterly 
false by the recent demonstration at Delhi. The conference, by its resolutions, 
by its attendance of delegates from diflerent provinces and the speeches 
delivered by speakers from dillerent provinces exposed the hollowness of Mr, 
Jinnnh's ]»artition scheme.” 

Of about VW enemy aliens arrested and placed in detention in the ('ent.ral 
Internment Cam]) at Ahmednagar, all but oL’O were released, as a result of 
examination of each (‘ase by tlie committee i)resided over by bir IMalcolm 
Darling. 

4lli. Mahatma Gandhi, asked in the Ifdiijnii : ‘‘If Pakistan is not a threat hid a 
desirable goal, why should it be prevent(‘d ?” He analyzi-d the suggestion ot an 
Englishman that the longer the time that cla])sed without comjU'omise between 
Moslems and Hindus the more insistent the cry of I’akistan wordil bc'come, and 
therefore, it was up to Britaiji to use all her i>owers of iicrsuasioii and states- 
manshi]) to comi'cl the ])artics to settle their ditlerences. 

Mahatma Gandhi said ; “Of course, the Ihilish (Government can do much. 
They have done mmdi by force. 'I'hey can make the jairties come to a solution 
by force. But they need itot go so lar. What they have done hitherto is to 
])revent a proper solution. The only thing British Government have to do is 
to change their attitude. Will they ?” 

Khwaaja Sir Nazirauddin, Home Minister of Bengal, ])rcBiding over the Jaunpur 
District INloslem I.eaguc Conference, said : “J.ct us try and see, whether with 
modifications and amendments it is not ])ossible, on the basis, to evolve a consti¬ 
tution which w'ill not only satisfy the minorities, but also achieve our real 
object, namely, freedom and inde])cndence for India.” 

He made an earnest ai)f)eal to Mahatma Gandhi, to the Congress Working 
Committee and to all those who “profess that India should take its jilace on an 
equal footing with the other inde])endent countries of the world”, to examine 
seriously the Lahore resolution of the All-India Moslem League. 

tSir P. K. h^hanmukhani Chetty, Dewan of Cochin, addressing a meeting at 
Coonoor, ob.scrved : “1 certainly cannot understand the philoso])hY that underlies 
the doctrine that we must sympathise with the Allies in the ieJealism that 
])romi)ts them in this w'ar, that India’s freedom will be worth nothing if the 
Allies are defeated and yet withhold cooperation with the Allies in the conduct 
of this war. 

5th. Chaudhury Khaliq-uz-zaman, Leader of the Moslem League Party in the 
United Ih-ovinces Legislature, addressing the Moslem League Conference at 
.Taun])ur, said that the Ijahore resolution of the Moslem League offered a solution 
to the communal luoblem and deserved seiious consideration on the part of the 
Congress and the British Government. 

dhe National Planning Committee in Bombay, recommended the establishment 
of a National Water Kesources Board for the conservation and utilization of 
water resources of the country. 



68 THE INDIAN ANNUAL EEGISTER [ 5 may ’40^ 

At Tjahorc, an a further Btop to forec the KhaksarB, who had taken refuge in 
three mosques, to Hiirrender to the poliee, the blo(‘ka(le was intensified. 

Mr. I. V. IvamaBwami Naicker, Leader of the Justice lairty, presiding over 
a ])ubli(; meeting’ in Madras, observed : “Moslems liad every justification for 
demanding a partition of India, even as the Dravidians in the south had for 
asking for a scj'arate jaditical existence.” 

4'he meeting of liulers of States held in Calcutta, considered a proposal to 
have a “High Court for the States comprising the Eastern Agency. A special 
committee of lo—eight Eulers and seven IMinisters —was a]>pointcd to draw uj) a 
scheme for the pro[)osed joint High Court to be submitted to the Council 
of Eulers. 

The conference called by the Ecngal Covernment of representalives of associa¬ 
tions interested in jute concluded its sittings in Darjeeling. It was stated on 
behalf of the Covernment that the fullest consideration would be given to the 
views expressed by the various interests rcpresejdcd. 

The Hho]> Assistants’ Association attached to the Cawnporo cloth market 
launched lucketing of the cloth shops to comi>cl the emidoycrs to grant the 
employees two holidays on tSundays in a month. 

6lh. Eandit .Tawharlal Neliru, in a speech at Eoona said that neither the Moslem 
League nor the Hindu Mahasabha had a ]>ositive i)rogiamme. lie cliaiiu’teii/.cd 
the I’akistan scheme as foolisli, declaring that it would not last L' l lunirs. 
Besides it was highly anti-national and pro-imi^erialist wliich no frcedom-lo\ ing 
man w'ould accc])t. 

Hir E. K. Hlianmukham Chetty, Dewan of Cochin, ■f)resi(ling over a meeting 
held under the. auspices of the Y. ]\1. C. A., Coonoor, observe<l ; “'Ilic mentality 
that sympathises with the war aims of the allies, and yet refuses them co-opera¬ 
tion in the ])rosecution of that war, was one that could ))e undeistood only by 
avatars and not ordinary Iniman beings.” 

Dr. B. tS. Moonjee, vice-Eresident, All-India Hindu JMaliasabha, in a Press 
interview at Lucknow, welcomed the i)ro]’‘OSal for the meeting of a small 
committee for a preliminary discussion on India’s future constitutions. 

7th. One hundred questions were asked in a questionnaire which was issued in 
Calcutta, to over r),()(H) educational cxiicrts throughout India by the committee 
api^ointed at. the last session of the Moslem Educational Conference. 0 he (}nes- 
tions whicli were drafted by IChan Bahadur Azizul Haque, Vice-Chancellor of 
the Calcutta University dealt with a variety of aspects in their bearing on Moslem 
education. 

8th. A communique, issued from Himla stated, “His Majesty the King lias been 
jdeased to apvtrovc the appointment of Mr. 11. J. d'wynham, c.s.i., (M.K., ].(‘.s., 
at present Chief t^ccretary to the Covernment of Bengal, to aet as Coveinor of 
the Central I’rovinces and Berar during the absence of His Excellency t^ir 
Francis W'ylie, K. o. s. i., ('. i. e., i. c. s., who has been granted leave out of 
India for a period of four months from June 1, EMC.” 

A public meeting of Hindus, in the Calcutta 'Jown Hall, convened under the 
auspi(*e8 of the Bciigal Hindu Mahasaldia, to condemn tlie I’akisilian sclieme of 
the Moslem League ami the Leagiie-Bose jiact in the Ckalcutta Corporation, ended 
in a tight between two sections of the audience.—Several })ersons were injured. 

9lh. Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the All-India Moslem League, issued a 
statement in which he explained wliy he could not negotiate with the I’unjal) 
Covernment for settlement of the Khaksar trouble. He said, ijitcr aha : 
“I wish to inform the i)ublic and the Moslem League members specially 
that 1 have no authority or power given to me by the Khaksar orga¬ 
nization or those who are its leaders now and arc guiding that movement. 
I have spoken to many of them, who came to see me hut none can Bj»cak with 
authority or give me the authority to bring about a just and honourable settle¬ 
ment with the Covernment.” 

The ])oliee pickets outside the Golden, Unchi and Neevan mosques, where the 
Khaksars took refuge were withdrawn following the assurances given to tlic 
Punjab Premier by a deimtation of 70 leading citizens of Lahore that they would 
persuade the Khaksars to give up their unlawful activities. 

10th. Mahatma Gandhi, in an interview with the special correspondent of the 
Times of hidia, said : “I would welcome a settlement which ensures i)oace with 
bonour. The Viceroy knows I am always ready.” He explained, “J am not 
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averse to coming to terms with Britain on matters like defence and commercial 
interests, and 1 am fully prepared that these adjustments should be referred 
to a cotisiiliicnt asscm))ly as part of an a»;rced settlement.” 

Sir Bikandar Ilyat Khan, rremier ot the runjab. in pommentin^ on the 
invaHiorj of Holland, P.clji,ium and Luxembourg-, said ; ‘‘This serious development 
in the European war eannot but bring home to those, who have hitherto refused 
to h(4ieve that an extension of hostilities could seriously jco])ardise the ])eace 
and liberty of India, that this fresh exhibition of Nazi brute force constitutes a 
serious threat to the ]'cace and freedom of the whole wc-uld including India” 

My, r. K. Das, a former judge of the Datna High Court, made some 
suggestions to the Indian leaders, particularly to (Jandhiji, to Mr. Jinnah and 
to Mr. Savarkar ;~1. “While not giving up their res])ect,ive ]! 0 intB of view, 
the Hindus and the Moslems should give themselves a communal holiday for 
the duration of the war and one year after.” 2. “The Congress and the Moslem 
League shoidd withdiaw their o])i)Osition to the war and offer their services to 
defeat the forces of Hillciism”. 3. “Coalition ministries should be formed 
in all the i)rovinces.” 4. “Meanwhile organize, organize, organize, so as to 
make the masses ])olitically conscious.” 

Bir Thomas Btewart, (Governor of Bihar, presiding at the prize-giving ceremony 
of the lianclii draining Bchool, said : “ft is good news that in the school it is 
the spirit of community rather than of communalism which holds sway and it 
is to that fact, 1 have no doubt, that the present high standard of discipline is 
in no small measure due. 

His Excellency Bir John Hulhack, Governor of Orissa, addressing the annual 
meeting of the Bamiti in the Cuttack C'lub, referred to the problems facing the 
Utkal Go-iMangal Bamiti (Oiissa Cattle Welfare Association) in improving the 
breed of cattle in the ])iovince. 

Dr. B. V. raranjpNc, I’resident of the National Liberal Federation, issued a 
statement from Bombay, saying : “The war has taken an even more fateful turn 
by tlic uniuovokcd invasion of the Ivow Countries by Germany. It is clear that 
no liberty, either actual or ])rospective, would be left anywhere in Europe or 
or yVsia it flitler succeeds. If Biitain were to go down before this harmful 
docti'ine of torci', then India will also have to bid good-bye to all her asjiirations 
for the future.” 

The National Blanning Committee, in resolutions adopted by the Committee, 
recommended Nationalization of the Reserve Bank and “decinking” of the rupee 
from sterling. 

11th. Lord Binha emihasized the value of social service in his address at the 
twentieth anniversary meeting and prize-giving ceremony of the Bisir Kumar 
Institute in the Calcutta University Institute Hall. 

Mr. W. A. M Walker, Bresident of the Indian Jute Mills Association and 
I.eader of the European groun in the Bengal Legislative Assembly observed that 
the decision of the Government of Bengal to fix minimum prices for jute and 
hessians at Ks. GO and Rs. 13 resi^ectively was “viewed with concern by the 
trade in general.” 

12tli. In a joint statement from Bimla, on the Indian im])asse, Mr. T. C. 
Gobwami, m. l. a. (Bengal) and Dewan Chamanlal (ITinjab), stated that “to 
use a topiwil i»hrase, it is not wise to miss any more buses. ()p])ortunitieB 
fraught with the gravest consequences are being lost. India could produce the 
greatest, the finest national aimy and air force in the East, in the shortest 
possible time. The hour calls for the boldest ste}) forward in sagacious 
Btate^'manshi]) concerted and measured in sympathy and human comradeship. 
It should therefore be implicit in any honourable and workable understanding 
with Britain that India should no longer remain unarmed and debilitated.” 

13th. Sir Bikandcr Ilyat Khan, tho Punjab Premier, at a Press Conference at his 
residence at Lahore, addressed a call to the Punjab B’ress to give a lead to the 
public on the immiiicnec of the danger of war to India. 

'Die Ih-emier stressed the imi>crativc necessity of concentrating all forces to 
ward ofl a possible threat to India from an extension of hostilities to tho 
Balkans, and appealed to all political parties in India to give up internal strife 
and call a truce during the war. 

3'he National Jdanning Committee, in Bombay, considered the reports of the 
housing and insurance sub-committees. (Jn the report of the housing sub¬ 
committee, the Planning Committee recommended the creation of a central 
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}ionsiiij2: and ])laniiinf; l)oarcl, wliirli would be concerned with p:cneral principles, 
j'olicy, ])ro^-r:iniinc, finance, technique, Btaiidardizatioii on broad lines of the 
j)rob]c]n. 

14lh. ]\Ir. Hafiz Syed ]\I. Isliaqne, I. (\ S. in an address in Calcutta, explained the 

])iT)l)lcm of rural reconstruction in Rental and the steps taken by tlie Govern¬ 
ment to deal with it. 

Dr. G. V. I )esliinukh, m. l. A., in tlic course of a telegram sent to the All- 
India Hindu J.cap^ue at Lucknow, said, “War is knockinc at the door. Hindus 
although emasculated by the Arms Act and other similar measures of the ])rescnt 
Government must come forward to su])i)ort democrat^y by becoming, stroiif^ and 
undertakiiu; the defence of their own country. It is the sacred duty of Hindus 
to defend Hindustan.” 

I\Ir, Asaf Ali, meml^er of the Conc;rcss Working; Committee, in a slatcment 
from New Delhi, deedared : “The time has come wlien piven an honourable 
understaiKlini’ witli Great Ihitain a national coalition Government responsible 
to the people can })e immediately fornnal in India.” 

d'hc TUbar Labour Impiiry Committee re(*ommended : “Contract labour when- 
e\er that system ])revails, will have to p,ive its woikmen the same facilities 
reinu'diiu.!, minimum wujics, whiidi are pi\en by direct employers of laliour. '4'hus, 
for instance, colliery laimur workin<:; under a contractor will receive the same 
minimum wa^-e, both in the ease of loads and mines, as in the case of surface 
labour. They will not, however, be cntilted to provident fund for the worker’s 
benefit, like other em)*!overs.” 

ICth. ddie rei'Oi'l of the Land Kevenue Commission (Floud (Commission) was pub¬ 
lished.—The majority of the members recommended chau'tes of a far-reacnin|j:; 
character, in the hind tenure system in Lenyal. 'idie most important ol their 
leeommendalions was that le_cisla‘ion should be iutrodueed enabling, Goverumeut 
to actpiire the interests of all reut-rccei\ers down to the actual cultivator of 
tb'c soil in all revenue fiee, permanently settled and tem^Hwarily settled estates. 
]t was snpvesled that eom])ensation should lie ]aud ut. a Hat rate for all 
interi'sls at a rate of ten times the net jirofits of the pro)>ri('tor and tenure 
hoideis. 'Hh' eom’pi'nsatiou should be ]»aid in cash, if ])Ossil)le, otherwise in 
bonds rede('m;'ible aftm' (>i' years, ddiey leeommended the in)j)osition of a tax 
on ayricultiiral incomes as a transitional nn'asnn*. 

JMr. S. f^alyamuilhi, M. i-. a., (('eutral) nddr^ssiire; a yiulilic meeting; at 
Gotacamund staled that it was the ardent wish of Mr. Gandhi, and Oony,ress, 
and e\ciy richt thinkin-; Indian that I’ritain should triumph in the war. H(‘ 
added that, Itritain who stood lor jusliee and fair-play in Europe, oiiy.ht not to 
lia\e a dillci’cnt policy with rep,ard to India. 

I^lr. Sal} am nit,Id adxised (Mn^ressmen, whether Hindu or Moslem, not to join 
any coiinminal organisation. 

17t}i. Manhina llalir.nr-lhdiaraaii, member of the A. i. P. ('. and of the Working 
(Dinmitlee of the All-lmliu damiat-nl-iilenia-i-Hind ])resi(linc over the Janiiat- 
ul-nlenui of (ho i*’rontier Lrovinees at Teshawar, criticized the I’ukistan scheme 
of the Moslem Leat;ac. 

Sir Gnlam Hussain Hidayatullah, former ITemier of vSind issued a statement 
from Ivavachi, statin,ii; ; “None of us needs to he reminded that our fortunes are 
linked with the fortunes ol the Iliitish Empire and the cause for which the 
Allies me (iphlinp. is the cause of the civilized Morhl. I.et us all, therefori:, 
sink ditVerences in a united eirort to assist the Em])ire at this critical juneture,” 

IStli. d’he AVoikin^i' Committee of the All-India Hindu Maliasahha in Romhay, 
])assed a nnmher of resolutions <oiicerniiiji; matters ariBinji; out of the 
inlernalioiial situation and the iiolitical situation in India. The committee 
]i'iterated that the Congress could not sjicak on behalf of the Ilindns 
ami eall('(l iijion the Government to p,ive a definite undertaking that no 
pact entered into by the Conp,resa and Moslems between themselves, to which 
the Himln Mabasabha was not made a i)nrty and which was not sanctioned by 
it, could lie bimliiij.^ on the Hindus as a whole. 

Mr. .linnah, in tlie coniHe of an intcrvi(>w in Bombay, observed ; “Mr. Gandhi's 
])roposal lor a i>reliminary eoid'ereiice of Indians and Englishmen contains 
nothing concrete or ])ractical. It is enigmatical. 

Dr. Tiufulla Chandra Ghosh, member of the Working Committee, presiding 
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over the Murshidabail and Birhhum Districts constructive workers’ conferenco 
held at Jijigram (Birbhum) made an ai)peal to Con^roBsmen JioL to weaken the 
orj;anisation in any way. 

His Jlighiicss the Maharaja o£ Rewa made an odor to His Kxrellency the 
Crown Representative to contribute grain worth Rs. 1,(1)000 towaids the War 
Relief Fund. 

His lligliness the Nawab of Baoni offered to contribute lor war purposes Rs. 
oOO montiily for the duration of the war. 

On the eve of his relinquishing the oflice of Secu-ctary of l^ta(e for India 
the Maiquess of Zetland, in a cable to His Excellency the (rov('rnor of Bengal, 
ex]>reHBed his {U’od wishes for the welfare of the peo[>le of Bengal of which his 
lordship was once the Governor. 

lUlh. A Bress Note issued from Simla stated : “So viiRt is the exi'cndiinre on 
war equii)ment and war Bui)plics, which have to be bought by the Allied I’oweis 
from countries overseas, that it is extremely important to secure lliat their 
resourecH of ewerseas eurrenc.y are most eaiefully hushanded and not. dissipativl 
on less esBcntial pnrehases.” It also slated, “with this end in view, His Majesty’s 
Government and the Government of India liavc deenled lhat the time is ripe 
fur the introduetioii of similar restrictions in this country.” 

Mr. 'iamiznddiii Khan, Minister, Government of Beni:ah itresiding at a 
IMoslcm League V’onfeieuee at Habirjanj, Sylhet, urged every iiidiaii to eontribiile 
Ids mite for the sueeess of the Allied Forces. 

The Working Gommiltee of the All-India Hindu I'dahasabha, which met in 
Bombay, coiidemnetl the Pakistan S'dieme of the Moslem League. 'Ihe scheme 
was described as “Jundainentally anii-llindu and thereiore, anti-national.” 

JMr. Kamaraj Nadar, President of the d’ainil Nadn Gongn^ss Gommiltee, ]>resi- 
ding over the littli Madras District. Political bkjnfeiein-e luhd in IMadras, 
()])served : “Mahatina Gandhi and (he Congress demand a Gonstiiuent Assmr.hly 
1.0 trame the constitution of this country. 1 cannot, in fact nobody can think 
of any alternative metheid of jiroducing a self-determined constitution.” 

'Die Pnited Provinces Provincial C'ongress Committee, at Lucknow discussi'd 
at length the latest developments in the international situation and India's 
duty. Bandit Jawluiilal Nehru and Acharya Narendra Dcu in an im))assioned 
appeal for patient i)rei>aration, refuted the suggestions that iMaliatma (.hindlii 
and the Working G.ommittee were delaying their programme, h’lie Committee 
sent its deep Bympathy to the peoples of Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium 
and Luxembourg, who became the iunoient victims of the struggle. 

tiOth. Sir Sikander llyat Khan, Premier of the Punjab, in an interview at Lahore, 
welcoming the move on the ])art of leading eili/.eiis of the Punjab, to liring 
about amity and communal harmony, declared that India would shortly be in 
a position to lend its full and whole-hearted support to the Biitish aiul llieir 
Allies in the present war. 

A Bihar Government Press Note discussed a Government proposal for minor 
reorganization of the Bihar Secretariat on account ot the cx}>ansioii of work 
during the last three years as well as after the declaration of war. 

2l8t. It was announced from Simla that the Government of India were fully alive 
to the possibility of “Fifth Goliimii” activities in India and already took certain 
steps to meet tlic menace. 

A message to the House of Commons from His (Majesty stated that he would 
comply with the request i)raying that the Government of India Adaptation of 
Acts of Parliament Amendment Order of l‘J4U should be made in the form of a 
draft to be laid before Parliament. 

22ucl. The Maharaja Bahadur of Ramgarh gave Rs. hl^OOO to His Excelieney the 
Viceroy to helo the Allies and for the defence of India. 

Sardar Sarclul Singh Caveeshar, President of the Punjab Forward Bloc, in a 
statement to the Press from Lahore, suggested that the Congress should imme¬ 
diately return to ollice in view of the international situation. 

Sir Abdul Hamid Ghuznavi, m.l.a. (Central) presiding over the Executive 
Committee of the Central National Mohammedan Association, Calcutta, in a 
resolution requested the Government to declare the forms of service which 
might be required of the various sections of the people, due to the war 
emergency. 

The Manchester Guardian commentiug on Pandit Jawharlal Nehru’s opposition 
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t,o the launching of immediate civil disobedience, said : “It is heartening at this 
grave moment to have this knowledge, but since common danger luis evoked 
this rosi)onse, the CJovernmciit of India should take advantage of it.” 

23rti. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, Premier of Ilengal, in a statement to llie Press, made 
an ai)])eal to “all who occu])y leading positions in Indian h^ociely” to forgi^t 
their ])olitical diflerem-es and emulate the noble exami)le set by i)oliti(*al 
opponents in Great Britain, who were united with singleness of purpose to light 
the Nazi menace. 

Mr. L. H. Amcry, Secretary of State for India, replying to questions in the 
House of Commons, declared : “I’lie attainment by India of fidl and equal 
partnership in the British C-ommonwcaltli is the goal of our ])olicy. We 
r(H*ognize, that as my ])redocessor made clear in his sjieech on April IS, 
that it is for Indians themselves to ])lay a vital part in devising a form of 
constitution best adapted to India’s conditions and India’s outlook. The ]iroinise 
already given that the ju-esent scheme of the Act of Ptlo and the ]>olicy and 

}»lans on which it is based are to be open for re-examination at the tanl of 
the war necessarily imjdies discussion and negotiation, and not ilictation. 
“We have no desiie to delay any of the steps that may i>ave the way towards 
an agreed settlement that will take account of the legitimate claims of all 
communities and interests. On the contrary, we have been, and are only too 
anxious to make our contribution towards such a settlement.” 

The U. P. Government telegra])hed to the Govcnimcnt of India welcoming 
the latter’s proposal to hold a sugar conference at Simla to review all the 

inoblems connected with the future of the sugar industry. 

24tli. IMahatma Gandhi, referring to IMr. Amery’s S]>eech in the House of 
Commons, said : “I would leave no stone unturned to biiiig about a peaccfi.l 
and honourable settlement of the present deadlock. Wliile luitcliery is going 
on in the west and peaceful homes arc being destroyed, 1 ]i:i\'e no heart 

to say anything luiblicly in regard to Mr. Amery’s statement in answer to Mr. 

Wedgwood Benn.” 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru said ; “The Secretary of State for India sjieaks in a 
tone which is no doubt meant to be eoneiliatory, but tlie content of his utterance 
has no relation to facts in India or Europe.” We arc out to assert and gain 
our freedom and we cannot give that up because the war situation lias developed 
to England’s disadvantage. Unr internal i)oIicy must lie go\'(‘rned by one consi¬ 
deration only.the freedom of India and the altitude oi Britain towards that 

freedom. Any other course would he against the honour and disuuily of India. 
3die British Government must give up completely its couceiitioii of lieiiig the 
liatroiiizing overlord of India, genoroiisly allowing us to have a say now and 
then. We realise fully the serious irniilications of the ]»resent wot Id situation 
and its possible consequences in India. I wish the British Government would 
realize tnis also as well as w'e do and fashion their course accordingly by giving- 
up an idea of einiiirc and domination.” 

Mr. C. Ilajagopalachariar observed : “It would be better to aw’ait events than 
to comment on such a statement.” 

Dr. U. P. Paranjiiyc, President of the National Liberal Federation said : “Tlic 
statement by the iSecretary of Htate contains i.othing iieiv hut reiterates the 
sympathetic attitude of the British Government towards India, which, in the 
])resent grave Avar situation, ajqiears to be all that is possible. In my opinion 
Avc shoiild cease to question the bonafides of the Government, hut take such 
steps as are practicable wdiile the w^ar is going on.” “India’s political jirogress 
is dependent on the success of the Allies, and all the devoted work of Indian 
leaders for 100 years in the cause of Indian nation-building will be utterly 
wasted if tlic Allies are defeated.” 

Sir Sikandar Hvat Khan, the Punjab Premier, in an interview at Simla sugges¬ 
ted a compact and representative body of 31 members, including the premiers of 
the 11 provinces and presided over by the Viceroy to settle communal questions 
and the basic principles of a constitution for India. 

IMr. R. L. Nopaiiy, Senior Vice-president of the Indian Chamber of Commerce, 
(hilcutta, when presiding over the first quarterly general meeting of the Chamber, 
discussed the effects of war on India’s economy. 

The Rajah of Mahmudabad, in his presidential address to the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency Moslem League Conference at Hubli explained the Moslem League parti¬ 
tion scheme. 




CHRONICLE OF EVENTS 


73 


—28 may ’40 ] 


25th. Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the Hariian^ under the ca])tion “Our Duty” 
made the assertion that he would do nothing wilfully to embarrass Britain. 
Several correspondents had suggested to him that non-violence demanded that 
while not resisting in the least from its position the Congress should in view 
ot the present international situation defer all thougiits of civil disobedience for 
the time being and make a declaration to that eftect. Commenting on the 
suggestions made, Mahatmaji said that the Congress was already making the 
greatest gesture in its power in that it created no trouble in tlic country and 
that it retiained from the pursuance of its own policy. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, in an interview at Naini Tal on Mr. Amery’s 
statement, observed ; “It is to be regretted that there is not the slightest shadow 
of a cliange in the angle of vision of the British Cabinet about India.” 

l‘rof. Jyotish Chandra Ghosii, presiding over the special session of the Bengal 
Provincial Confei’cncc which met at Dacca, oliserved ; “Today the country needs 
a leader who can lead the awakened masses to their cherisheil goal of freedom.” 

Mr. C. lvajago|)ala<‘hari, addressing a meeting a Coimbatore, declared that the 
granting of freedom to India should be treated as one ol the war issues and 
should not be construed as a ]H)litical rpiestion. 

26th. India observed “a day of national prayer on behalf of the Empire, their 
Allies, and of the cause in wdiich they arc united,” in a'*cordance with the wish 
expressed by His iMajesty the King-Emperor. There was a wide response to 
His jMajesly’s apiieal and siiecial jirayeis for victory and peai'c were offered by 
Christians, Hindus and Moslems alike. Churches, temples ami mosques were 
thronged with worshipiiers, ])ra}ing for the siu-cessful issue of the war. 

His Excellency the Viceroy broadcast, a message of unity, courage and faith to 
India from tSimla. His Excellency said ; J^et us count it in these, testing times 
a sacred duty to the laml we love to siqipress all differences tliat divide us. In 
unity let us iind strength.” TJie Viceroy siioke of the steps to speed-ujj India’s 
defence, including the Indian vVir Eorci*, and assured that no effort would be 
s))arcd to ‘‘resi)ond to the anxiety so widely felt to contribute to the outcome of 
the war.” 

Mr. 8. yatyamurthi, Mayor of Madras, observed : ‘T ])ray that God may give 
victory to deimxu-acy, treiHlom and liberty not only in Euroiie but also in the 
whole world including Tiulia ami China.” 

ddie Khaitan Coimuittee, appointial by the Governments of Bihar and the 
United Provinces to inquire into the wanking of the sugarcane rules and labour 
conditions in sugar factories, made far-reaching recommendations. 

27th. Mr. M. A. Jinnali issued a statement from IMathcran : ‘T fully realize that 
the internal and external situation is very grave, d'he question is, wdiat is the 
Moslem Eeagiu' expected to lio immediately V Uj) to the ]»resent moment, we 
have not cnxited any diilicult.y nor have we embarrassed the British Government 
in the prosecution of the wuir. Tlie Provinces where IMoslem League has a 
dominant voice have lieen left iree t.o co-operate with the British Government.” 

The Defence 1 )('partmcnt of the Government of India decided to make known 
the extent to which India wuis meeting the Allies’ demand for munitions and 
other supplies. 

iSir Chimanlal Setalvad, in a statement on “The Defence of India and the 
Neglect of England” stated ; ‘ Dominion Status and more so, independence, 

W’onld be sliadow unless (he country is well equipped in all areas of defence. 
There should be (‘ompulsory military training and service for all adults as is the 
case in Japan. If that is done, the whole situation will alter and India will 
attain her full imlitical stature. Tlie lest of England’s sincerity is not in her 
(‘onvening a constituent assembly as Congress leaders say, but it lies in the 
trust she is prepared to plai“c on India by making her lit to repel any aggression 
by her own forces.” 

About L’G leading men of the Punjab, in the course of a statement to the Press, 
made an appeal to all classes and communities to sink their differences for at 
any rate the time being, and devote all their attention and energy to the 
maintenance of peace and the safety of the country. The signatories were, 
8ardar Ujjal Singh, Nawab Muzaffar Khan, bir Abdul Quadir, Raja Narendra 
Nath etc. 

28th. His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, Sir John Elerbert, replying to an 
address of welcome presented to him by the Aiijuman Islamia, Darjeeling, paid 
10 
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a tribute to the achievements of the Anjnnian and referring to “wider and 
all-en^rosMinji; qnestioiiH” asked his audience not to be dismayed. The reverses 
served to “iiiiiab'n tlie determination oi the Empire and its stiiV unbeaten AWies.” 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatnliah, cx-Premicr of Sind, in a statement from 
Karachi said : “1 am in favour of a conference comimsed of representatives of 

the various interests in the Legislative Assemblies to be elected by these 
Assemblies, in all the provinces and i.o the Centre. An emergency session of 
the Legislative Assemblit^s in all the provinces and in the centre should be 
convened for this purpose, even where the constitution has been suspended. The 
advaritage of this will be that elected members of the Assemblies, representing 
as they do their own electorates, will represent the 0))inion of the ])eople at lar<;e.” 

A mass meetin*;' of European British subjei'ls was held in Bombay, under the 
ausj)ices of the Ihiropcan Association. Details regarding;' the British War Savini^s 
Movement were also explained to the meeting'. 

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookt'.rjco presided over the lOth session of the Assam 
Educational t"onfei-encc at Siullou);-. He said : “Let ns remember that inter¬ 
national strifes which are creating critical situations today can be solved only 
l)y a spirit of tolerance and brotherhood, of true liberty and not by a doctrine 
of “mic;ht is rii;ht,” which are cveat lessons handed down to ns by the ancient 
sa^t^es of India.” 

20th. Two persons, one reported to he a Kliaksar, and the other a passerby, were 
killed and three others wounded wlien a snh-insjiector of i^olice was comjielied to 
fire tlirec or four rounds from his revolver on a party of Kiiaks.u’s near tlic 
Golden j\Ios(jiie at Lahore. 

A commnnitpie issued from I>arjeeliiu::, stated : ‘‘'fiie Government desire to 
make it clear to tlic public that the tiuauecs of the (JoverniiK'nt of Imlia and of 
Jhovincial Governments and of the (Joveiinumt of Bengal in ]>articiilar are in no 
way jeopardised by the war situation in France and Belcinni, and there is no 

justiti'aition for any anxiety re^ardine,' the soundness of oiir tinant'os.” 

8ir C. 1‘. llamaswami Aiyar, Dewati of Travancore, in an address at the 
Central Planters’ Association, Travancore, saiil : “fhe services of the entire 
armed forces of Travancore have been otfered to Britain fur utilization in connex¬ 
ion with the war and those forces will be kept in readiness for sneh work as may 

be assi;i,ned to them.” 

30th. As a precaution a‘;ainst possible distnrbanees at J.(ahore, due to ilie firing on 
a party of Jvhaksars, troops were called out and were standing by the Ciby 
Kut wall. 

The Punjab Provincial Conp^ress Committee at a meetiu'^' of the Working 
Cummittee ;it Lahore, expressed concern at the accentuation of communal 
tendencies in tlie ]irovince. 

The Orissa Government’s review of the approjirialion accounts and finance 
accounts of the province for IIHT-TS and the audit reports for P.G8 were 
])ublished. The review stated infer alio ; “The budget of the year was framed 
under peculiar ditlicidties. The ]>rovincc had come into existence less than a 
year before and it liad inherited three ditfereiit systems of administration and 
three dilfcrent sets of staff, some of wlioni were gradually reverting to their 
parent |)rovince. 'J’he budget was framed before any Ministry came oito power 
under the new constitution, wdiich came into force on the 1st April 1037. 

The llaja fSaliib ol Atgarh, inaugurating the first sesssion of the Atearh Praja 
8amity in the Atgarh Slate Durhar Hall, exjiressed the hope that the Praja 
Samity would }ielj> him in Ids administration anrl that the grievances of the 
people woidd be better re|Uresented through the Samity. 

Slst. His Excellency Sir Robert Cassels, the Commander-in-Chief, in his broadcast 
from Simla, levicwed India’s outstanding contribution of arms, ammunition, 
eqiiiiinient and stores to the Allied resources and the country’s plans for the 
strengthening of the defence services. 

His Excellency the Governor of Bombay, Sir Roger Liimley was engaged in 
the discussion of the intensification of the wnir effort throughout the province 
with both oificittls and leading citizens. 

Mr. R. S. Ruikar, the labour leader, in a Press statement from Nagpur, 
said : ‘Tt is high time that Mr. (Jandhi and the Congress President should try 
to set up a national executive to guide India at this critical juncture and should 
cease to look at all problems from the Congress and non-Coiigres standpoint,’’ 
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The principal item of interest of the month was the ‘announcement of His 
Excellency tlici Viceroy stating that district wai coi imittoos were to be 
formed in every Province. There was also to ])e fornn d a civil guard to 
assist the i)olice in maintaining order, for air raid precaution and internal 
defence, and to prevent sabotage. 

There were no serious incidents in Waziristan, and the tril)C3 rendered 
useful help to the Government in capturing hostiles. 

Italy’s declaration of war was followed by a round-up of Italian citizens 
all over India. One ship was taken at Calcutta. Appeals for courage and 
confidence were issued by the Governor of Bengal, Mahatma Gandhi and 
others. 

The Punjal) Government undertook to clear out of the moscpu's those 
tvhaksars who had been defying its authority from sanctuary there. The 
Khaksars resisted furiously in spite of the use of tear gas. On two occasions 
the police were forced to fire in self-defence. Sir Sikandar Ifyat Khan 
issued a statement saying that there were clear indications of connexion 
between the Khaksars and Britain’s enemies and appealed to Moslems to 
have nothing to do with them. 

The Congress Working Committee issued a statement intimating that 
the Congress realized the lU'cessity for defending India militarily from exter¬ 
nal dangers and that t])0 ideal doctrine of non-violence was in-applicable 
under the prevailing circumstances. Mahatma Gandhi was absohed from 
responsibility for the de)eisioii and was left free to ])ursue his ideal in his 
own way. As regards the internal national struggle the Congress would 
continue to adliere to the principle of non-violence. The demand tluit India 
should function as a free and independent country was reiterated and Con¬ 
gressmen wujuld not participate in war committees or subscribe to war funds 
pending a solution. 

Parliament enacted a Bill giving the India Government the power to 
legislate on matters normally outside its purview^ to permit the Goverument 
of India to exercise full powers in the event of a rupture of communications 
with Great Britain. The first effect of the new Act would he to permit the 
issue of an ordinance for compulsory national service for European Britibh 
subjects ; British Indian subjects would not be affected. Tlie Act might 
also, in an emergency, permit a political settlement arrived at in India to be 
given effect to.—His Excellency the Viceroy resumed talks with Mahatma 
Gandhi and ]\rr. Jinnah. 

Ist. Mahatma Gandhi in an artirlc in the Harijan, said : “If the British 
Government will Jiot mola declare India a free coiiiitry, having the right to 
determine her own status and constitution I am of the opinion tliat mc should 
wait till the heat of the battle in the Allied countries subsides and the future is 
clearer than it is. We do not seek our imle]*endcnce out of Britain’s ruin. That is 
not the way of non-violence.” Mahatma Gandhi added by saying : “But we sK^ll 
have many opt^ortunities of demonsiraiing our power il we really have it. \Ve 
can make it felt at the time of peace, which must come, whichever party wins.” 

A provincial war Board was formed in the United rrovinecs, with the 
Governor as chairman and the Deputy Secretary and Under Secretary, Informa¬ 
tion Department as joint secretaries of the Board. 

Pandit Jawharlal Kehru, addressing a jniblie meeting at Srinagar, organized by 
the National Conference, deprecated the idea of dividing India into Hindu and 
Moslem States. He referred to the fate of the smallest nations in Eiiione in 
this connexion. * 
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Mr. Asaf Ali, Secretary, Central ABsembly Coiif-’ress Party, in a statement to 
the Press, remarking tliat the Commander-in-Chief’H broadcast was intended to be 
both an ai)i)eal for co-operation, and a reassurance tliat India’s defence was not 
nej^lectcd, said : “It can scarcely be a consolation to tliosc, who are burnin}^ 
with the desire to defend tlieir country, that the defence force is [i,oin<; to be 
ex})anded by another lOOptK) men and that tlie lndiai» Air Force will be 
raised from three to twelve flights, and that Indians will be ^iven their full 
share in the scheme designed for the provision of othcers.” 

2nd. Pandit H. N. Kunzru, member of the Council of Htntc, in a statement to the 
Press from Pooiia, said ; “The new defence ]»olicy announced by the Commander- 
in-Chief in his broadcast address does not seem to j;o far enouph. 4'lie Govern¬ 
ment of India have moved lorward no doubt, but very ^rud^in;j,ly. 

Mr. C. Raja^opalachari replyinj; to an address in Madras, said ; “There ouftht 
to be responsible Governmet)t in each ])rovin(‘e at this juncture. Only ministers 
enjoying' the confidem^c and su]>port of the ])eo})le woidd be in a i)Osition to 
allay any possible ]»anic and maintain order.” 

8ir Bultan Ahmed, President of All-Parties Bhia Conference and a member of 
the Working C-ommittee, Moslem Leajrue and Mr. A. (F Ansari, President of 
the Bihar Momin Oonlercnce issued statements from Patna layinjj;; stress on the 
need of communal truce and joininj; of all parties to help the Allies in winning 
the war. 

A Khaksar was killed and several others, including' ei.eht ixdicc constables, 
received injuries in a clash between the ]toliee and Ivhaksars which was reported 
to have taken ])lace at Khanewal (Punjab) in a railway comi'art.mcnt. 

3rd, Describiu^^ India’s currency ])osition, it wais stated fiom Bimla that India’s 
position w^as ])robably the stronjrest of any country in tlie woild, bariine 
perhaj)8 America, 'which had an “embarrassingly lary,c j.;old hoard”. “Behind 
every curreney note”, it is emidiasizcd, ‘^stands at the ])resent moment 
full value in ^old, easily realizable sterling, silver rupee or obligations of the 
Government of India which are realizable at a moment's notice. It is almost 
impossible to ima{;ine a currency ]>ositiori of greater strength.’’ 

A communique, issued by the Grissa Government, stated : “It is said that 
rumours are going about that the Ciovernment of India are likely to issue! orders 
soon, stopping all payments from Government lianks. This has led to a large 
number of withdrawals from the ])OS(al savings banks at Puri. The Governmeju 
of Urissa are in a ])Osilion to declare that the rumour is entirely incorrect and 
they assure the piddic, that no order allege<l have ever been issue<l nor will they 
be issued. Persons spreading false rumours themselves are liable to punishment 
under the Defence of India Rules. 

A communique issued from Darjeeling, slated : “The Government (ot Bengali 
have decided to take the further stej' ol giving their sup)>ort to the market in 
old cro)) (jute) by taking uj) sellers’ ofTers of Ready h. .1, A. First (London Jute 
Association's First Mark) - old crop—below a minimum rate. 

5th. His Excelleuey the Viceroy announced the formation of a civil guard- a body 
of a volunteer character to assist the ])olice-and the immediate appoiutmeiAt of 
district war committees. The civil guard would collaborate Avitli the police in 
the maintenance of ])ublic order, in air raid lAieeautions and anti-sabotage w’ork 
and in other ira])ortaut spheres of inlerual dehmec. 

'I’liere w’as a brief auuouncemeut from Bimla slating that the question of 
manufacture of aircraft in India, was under active (consideration. 

Bir OJiirnaulal Betalvad, tiic Liberal leader, in a slatemeiit to the Press, 
referred to Mahatma Gandhi’s article in the llanjaii regarding war and said : “He 
(Mahatma Gandlii) docs not realize or at any rate aekuovvledge, that if the Nazis 
win, there will be an end of fi'eedom and iudepeiideiice for India for ns long a 
time as one can envisage. As I have said more than once before, the charge- 
sheet that India can legitimately bring forward against Fngland is long and 
grave, but in the ])rescnt situation in Europe, the fate of India is bound up 
with that of England and that the instinct of sclf-])reservation dictates that India 
should whole-heartedly suj)port England in winning the war. 

6th. H. E. the Governor of Assam and the Premier, Bir M. ASaadulIa issued a 
joint appeal for contribution to the Assam War Fund. 

The European Association in Calcutta, passed three important resolutions 
in connexion with the War, dealing with man power, prompt Government 



-9 JUNE ’40 ] CHEONICLE OF EVENTS 77 

action against dangerous ])crsonB and rijiht enforcement of the Defence of India 
Act to deal with tlic menace of alarmist rumours. 

The ^awal) of BliOf)al in a slatement on the Viceroy’s statement said : “I 
greatly value (lie generous teims in which liis Excellency has reterred to the 
contribution alieady ma<lo hy the Indian Stalls. It, is ) aidly necessary for me 
to repeat the assurance that Bhopal will coutinue to strain every etlort to 
assist the Imj'Ciial Doverinnent in the ]tiesent strnpglc.” 

A Bless Note issued from Lahoie, said ; ‘‘Becent developments in the inter¬ 
national situation have led very naturally, to a quit kening of ])uhlic interest in 
the measures taken to ])rolect the civil iiopulation in the Bunjali against })Obsiblc 
air raids from the north-west.” 

7th. A new order entitled the retroleum i’rcmises {I'lre Broti'ction) order published 
in a gazette of India Extraoidinary ])resciibed to be taken to deal with out- 
breiiks of tire in ])etroleum storage tanks and to juevent its s])read. 

The Bengal (lovern mem’s decision to take the further step of gi\ing 
their supiiort to the old crop by taking uj) sellers oilers of ready L. A. First 
(London Jute Association’s J^’iist, Maiks) below' the minimum jiiice, was ciiticized 
by the Secretary, Indian Jute Mills Association, in a letter to the t^ecretai'y to 
the Government of Bengal, Agriculture and Industiies Department. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, in a statement fiom Naim J'al, said that he did 
not call for a eonterence of former Bremieis of Congress (Toveinments to discuss 
the question of resumi>lion of ollice hy the Congress. 

8th. IMahatma Gandhi, in the course of au arti(de in the Hanjav, gave advice 
that iieople in India should not get jiauicky, but should go on with their w’ork 
in the usual way, and not withdraw deposits from banks or make haste to turn 
paper into cash. 

The Industrial and Hcientilic Eesearch Board met at himla. Sir Eamaswami 
Mudaliar ])iesided. A gc'ueral discussion took place on the research schemes 
received from the leading universities and scientific institutions in India. 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Harijav, replying to a question whether he 
wmuld welcome the lise of a dictatorship which would with the minimum use of 
force, ‘\Soai) the rich, give justiee to the iKior, and so serve both”, said, “I 
cannot acce])t a benevolent or any other dictatorship.” 

Mahatma Gandhi dealt with the ])Osition of Congress IMoslems ris a vis a 

Congress Moslem League ra])prochment, in the IJanjan. JJe said : have 

never understood the reason heliind the demand for the lecognition by the Con¬ 
gress of the Moslem League as the sole and authoiitaiive Mitslem body. Why 
should such an admission be demanded or e.xp-ected ? How is it compatible 
with a genuine desiie for a settlement ? The Congiess atteiujils to represent all. 
But it has never demanded recognition as such liom anvbody. J'he Congress 
has never claimed that it represents the whole oi Indian IMoslems. It has 
not claimed to represent any single community wholly. But it does claim 

to represent every single national interest iirespecti\e of class, caste, colour 

or creed,” 

Sj. iSubhas Chandra Bose, in a statement from Kiirseoug, expressed the 
0 ])inion that liindus and JMoslems should ]nit foiwaid a joint demand for a 
provisional National Government at the Centre. 

9th. His Excellency Sir Arthur Hoiie, Go^ernor of IMadras ])rcsi(ling over the 
annual meeting of the Y. M, C. A, (()o(acamund) saitl ; '‘Jhcie aie far too many 
pcoide going about in this country saying that it makes no ditlcience wliether 
England or Germany is the ruler ; that it makes no diflerencc who wins this 
war ; and that India will be a thing ai)art.” 

Mf w'e lose this war any chance of freedom or independence or I)ominon 
Status would be gone, and gone for ever.” 

His Excellency Sir Eohert Beid, Governor of Assam, and Sir IM. Saadulla, 
Premier of Assam, issued a joint aiq)eal to the public to contiibute to the War 
Fund. 

Jl. E. H. the Nizam in a firman apiiealed to all peisons to refrain from sub¬ 
versive activities during the war and holj) to achieve internal unity in the face 
of the grave situation. 

Mr. B. Go)uila Jleddi, a former Madras Congress Minister, addressing a public, 
meeting at Villupuram, said : “We do realize fully well that Hitler’s success 
would mean the anniliilation of liberty in all eountries. We all realise that the 
Allies must win this war.” 
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His Excolloiify tlic Governor-General decided to extend the life of the Legis¬ 
lative ARscnibly for a furtlior neriod of one year from October 1, 1910 when the 
extension etlcctcd in liis order dated Anenst 19, 1999 would e.xpirc. 

Mr. C. Rajauopaincliari, jn-esidinu over the 'rinnevelly district polilic^nl con¬ 
ference at Anibasamudram, said : ‘4 consider it our duty, however unpleasant 
and unreasonable it may ap]>car on the surface, to reilerate with all the force we 
can command our claim that Uritaiii slumld at tliis su))reme hour of lier dilli- 
cnlty declare India once juul for all lime free and independent, and then India 
should (Icclnrc herself a, Jiew-born ally on the side of England and Fnuiee." 

lOtli. The Undcr-Secrelary lo the Government of India in the Dejiartment of 
h^U]*]4y, in a letlei- addressed to the Bengal IMiiiowners’ Association, said that 
the (lOvernnKMit of India were lakine; steps lo alleviate the Iiardship experienced 
by the cotton mills in tlie countiy due to the situation arisinjj; out of the 
shortage in the supply of dyostufls. They were actively investigating the alter¬ 
native sou ices of sui»i)ly and in many cases were able to sug}i,CBt such sources 
to hrms. to whom enemy stocks could not be released. 

An amendment to tiic Defence of India Rules luiblished in a p;azctte of India 
Extraordinary, prohil)ited refusal to accci)t coins or notes in payment of a debt 
or othei wisc. 

Randit Jawhaiial Nehru, addressing- a meeting; at Srinaj^ar, Kashmir outlined 
the ]*osition of Indian States in a free India as visualized by the Congress. 

Italy tleelared war on the Allies. 

11th. Police iorces carried out. simultaneous rai<ls on nine mosques at Ijahore in 
accordance with the Government decision to round uji all Khaksars who were 
making use ot religious buildings for their ac-tivities which tlie Government 
consivleied subversive. In some mosques Khak.sars oflered resistaucc and eight 
ixkliec ofheers and two constables received injuries. 

IVlr. H. L. Jlumpbreys, speaking on the Riitish War Savings IMovement in 
Calcutta, emphasized the importance of regular contributions to the National 
Saving IMovement and appealed to the puldic to help in the war eflbrt by pur¬ 
chasing National Defence Ikjuds. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner issued a statement a])nealing to all 
I'olitical jiaiticR “lo lay aside their Bus])icions and hesitations ami unite in the 
face of a common enemy for the defence of India and tlie Eiiqure and all the 
traditions of civilized life which we hold dear.” 

12th. I\Iaulana Aliul Kalam Azad, Congress President, addri'Rsing a public mcefng 
at Naim Tal, ]'resided over by Sj. Govind Ballabh Pant, former Ihemier of the 
II. P., declaicd: “If Geimany committed liie greatest ciime in history by her 
aggression, Italy has committed tin; second greatest ciime by extending the war.” 

Jlis Ivxcellency t^ir dohn Herbert, in a broadcast Rpet<h tioni Cah iPla, made 
an ai)i)eal for courage and cooperation to meet the situation in tlie war ciisis. 

tsir Ramasuami IMudaliar, in his addiess to the Expert Advisory Gouncil at 
Sinda, lelened to the message of Mahatma Gandhi (“we ma^ heal- ot re\erses 
but we will not hear ot dernoialization”) and said, “your greatest internal enemy 
—tlie biggest danper to the commercial interests of this country is this scare- 
mongering and ]'.‘imcky section.” hir Poimaswamy emphasized, “there is absolutely 
no reason whale\er for i)anie for, in every way, the position is sound linaneially 
and commeicially.” 

4he Director of Information Bureau, Punjab, in the course of a Press com¬ 
munique, issued from J>ahore, said ; “Do Khaksais aim merely at social service 
or are they tiying to oiganize themselves as a lighting force ? if the former, 
the notification of February kC does not at all aflect them. If the latter they 
deserve lo be checked in the interest of ])eaee and onler.” 

^^ir IMohammad Vakub in a statement to the Press from IMoradabad, said : 
“The fateful announcement that Italy lias joined the war agrinst the Allies has 
at last been made. She has betrayed the Allies now as she betrayed Germany 
and Austria during the last Great War. India is now much nearer the danger 
zone than she Avas at the beginning of the war. Our duty as Indians has j]ow 
become quite clear and definite. Wc have to unite and present a solid fiont if 
we want to live in the world like an honourable and self-respecting j^eople.” 

13th. Waziristan liad a jieaceful week. The progress of the war remained the chief 
topi(; of interest among the tribesmen. 

{Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, Agent to the Governor-General and Chief Commissioner 
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in Baluchistan, at a mcctinf^ of representatives of politif*al, reli<;lous and com¬ 
mercial orji,anizations, held in the llesidency (iardena at (d’lclla, ^ave advice to 
the i)cople not to l)e led astray by false and ]'<aMicky news yienerally Bi)read 
by mis'hief-mon^ers ^YllO wanted to embarrass the B tish <«()vernment 

Sir Sikaiider llyat Khan, I’remier of the rnnjid) arrived at Mr. Asaf All’s 
house and met INlaulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress PrcHidont at New Dellii. 
Manlana Azad had an informal talk re;j,ardin{i; the polilical situation and Ilindii- 
IMoslem problems. 

15th. 4'he Workiiifj,- Conimitfec of the All-Tndia IMoslem fica-iue m(‘t in Bombay. 
A Btatenient issued by Hie 0;’)mmittee, said : “'J'lie Ooniniittee lias been ciiscus.s- 
ini; the internal and external silnation for the whole of tlie day and no decision 
has b('('n arriveil at.” Hir Hikandar llyat Khan, the Bnonicr ot the Punjab, and 
l\hwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Home i\Iinistcr of Benyrd, had betore the meeting!: 
informal (‘onsultalions with Mr. Jinnah. 

i\lahatma (landlii, writing under the cajition. ‘'Two i>arlies”, in the Ilarijun^ 
said : “Jhivate and publi'- ap])eals are beine. made to me to call all jiartics 
to;;ethcr and arri\(i at a common ai;reement and tlien. tliey say, wc shall ^et 

what we want from (!reat Britain, d'hese e;ood friends for;;et one central fact, 

d'he C'oiuiress. which ]>rofcsses to speak for India and wants unadulterated 
independence, cannot sliikc a common measure of agreement wirh those who do 
not. To act otherwise -would be to betray its trust. In the mPun^ of things, 
thcrefoie, tiiere (-an be no ‘'all jiarties confciCiice” unless all have a ('Ommori 
])urposc. The British (Tovcrnim'nt would not ask for a common ar^reejiient, 
if tliey recognized any one ]>arty stroii”; enonj;h to take ilclivm-y.” 

Sir Sikandcr llyat Khan, (diairrnan of the Manaaine Body of the Punjab Bed 
Cross, issued an appeal for pifts in kind and cash to n'iieve the distj-css of the 
5 million Ht'lpian, Dutch and other evacuei'S and refiipees in hhance. 

IMr. A. K. Jhizlul llnq, in a Piess statement, said : "The nci'd of the country 

demands that India must not miss th.e bus, and I am usinp all my inliuence to 

hrinp about unity and ereate a united front.” 

IMis. Sarojini Naidii, 0 |>eninp the North Areot Distri'-t Political conference at 
Vc'llorc, said ; “The Hindus and the Moshmis arc tiie two eyes of the nation, 
and if both eyes were to he focussed together on the Swaraj imape under the 
leaderslii]) of Mahatma Gandhi, freedom would he tlieiis ere loiip.” 

IGth. The Yv'cikinp Gommittcc of the All-India Moslem Pcapue, in Bombay, ])asscd 
a resolution authorizing Mr. Jinnah, tlie Leapuc President, to enter into 
eommnnication with the Viceroy uitli a view to exploiinp the ixissihility of 
fl(!visinp })romi)t and ellVetivc measures lo mobilize India’s resources for 

intensifying war ctl’ort and the defence of the country. 

Mr. I>. S. Amery, Secretary ot State for India, hroadeastinp fnmi London on 
the anniversary of tlie sipninp of Matriia Ckirta, traced the develoi'mcnt and 

spread of Biitisli demoeratie ideals and referred to India’s political fiitnie. 

He said, ‘Tn the ease of India, we have made manifest our sincere desire, that 
she should, as a willinp ]iartner, attain the same status in the British Common¬ 
wealth as is enjoyed by the Dominions or, for that matter, by ourselves.” 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Hanjnv, re : arrests under the Defence of 
India AcA : “Every arrest evokes my mental protest. But I am not in the 
habit of reducing all my tliouphts to writing. 1 believe our thoughts too 

produce edeets thoiiph not known to us, or tlie world. I felt (hat any public, 
protest by me would be iuefieetive. All thinps are lepitimate and illepitimate 
in war time. 1 repard war itself as illcpitirnate. But as yet I ha\'e no elleiUL’e 
remedy apainst war. 

Sir PL 1\ Mody, in a Press statement from Simla, said : “Tlie war is fast 
eominp nearer our door and no time is to be lost in cquippinp the country more 
adequately for the defence of its liberties and existence.’' 

A notification was issued by the Government of India instil,utinp a system of 
export control over all commodities shipped from India to the United States of 
America, the Phillijiinc Islands, and all territories under the sovereipnty of the 
United States of America and Switzerland. 

17th. The Congress Working Committee met at Wardha ; general discussions were 
held on the Phiropean situation in relation to India in which most of the 
members participated. 

The Committee of Ministers of the Chamber of Princes met in Bombay. The 
first item on the agenda was a statement from the Chairman of the committee 
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(8ir Akbar Hydari) which was read on his behalf. He said : “The situation is 
jj:rave, but it lias infeJisified tlie ^rini resolve of the best in the British Common¬ 
wealth of Nations to coiieentrain on the siRatessful prosecution of the war. The 
Indian Slates, bi^' and small, share tliat resolve. 

IMr. S. N. ]\I('hta, ])cj)uty Commissioner of Naj^pnr, convened a meetinfz; of the 
citizens of Naepur, in connexion with the formation of a district war committee. 

18tli. The Conpiress Workinij; Committee met at Wardha : the Conp:rcss President 
informed the Press that the Committee held a furtlier general discussion on the 
inlernational situation. 

Sj. Sul)has (Uiandra Dose, ]>rcsi(ling at the second session of the All-India 
Forward Iboc* conference at. Nagiiur, suggested the establishment of a provisional 
National Government in India. He stressed the need for complete national 
unity with a view to putting forward the counli-y’s demand to the British (lovern- 
ment,. Sj. Bose, said : “If India could speak with one voice today, our demand 
will ))C wellnigli irresistibb!. It. follows as a conse(pience, that Ave should try to 
devido]) national unity and solidarity to the maximum limit.” 

i\Ir. Arthur .Moore, speaking on the war, in Calcutta, made a strong plea for 
according Dominion Status to India at once. 

19th. His Excellency the Vi'-croy, broadcasting a message from yimla, referred to 
the gravity of the situation in the west and Britain’s determination to continue 
the strugL’le. He assured the people that no eflbrt was spared to bring the 
(hdence arrangements of India to the higliest pitch and urged them not to yield 
to iianic but to be full of coui-agi; and conlidence. 

Sir Sikandar lhat Khan, the Ihinjal) Premier, and IMix M, A. Jinnah, the 
rdoslem Lcaeiu^ President, expressed divergent views over the .Moslem licague 
H\ecufive’s mandate calling upon Moslems not to serve on Avar committees that 
lieing formed in the ]iroMnces. 

The Clongrcss ^Vorking Committ.ee at Wardha, further discussed the draft 
resolutions on the ])olitica,l situation with ])articular lefei’cnce to the (kmgress 
at.titude towards civil guards. Discussions Avere also held on the advisability of 
forming Cloalilion or National (lovernments. 

I\Ir. Siinivasa lyenger ol ^Madras ])repared a sclieme for solving the Ilindii- 
IMoslem problem and lianded it over to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress 
J’residiMit at ^Vardha. ddie S'dieme (*ontemi>lated an cipial ])roportion of Hindu 
and IMoshin Ministers at the centre and in all piovinces Avitb additional 
IMinistei-s to represent special minoiities in certain provinces as, for examjilc, 
Parsis in Bombay and l^ikhs in the I’unjab. 

20th. ITntlinching su])porl, for the Avar etfort of the l>ritish Ihuiiirc Avas expressed 
at a rei>reKenlati'e public meeting of the cit.izens of Calcutta held under the 
chairmanship of His l'N(*ellency Sir John Hcrbc'-t.—Tlnwc was a large gathering. 

J’lie (-lovernment of Bengal proposed to amend the Bcuigal Alluvion and 
Diluvion Act of 1S17 to enable the revenue authorities to assi^ss revenue on alluvial 
re-formations Avithin an est.atig Avhere an aliatement of land revenue had bt;eri 
allowed at the time of diluvion. 

Sj. Siibhns Cluindi-a Bose returned to Wardha after his intervieAV Avith 
IMahatma Gandhi and addressed a public* meeting. Hi* said : “1 Avas naturally 

anxious to know at. (irst hand his (Mahatma Gandhi’s) appreciation of the present 
eritical sitnntion and his advice to bis eountrymen, and also wanted to aciluuint 
him Avith oiir ])res('nt })olicy and i»rog ramme.” 

2l8t. d’he Gongress Working Committee after five days’ ddiheration at Wardha, 
reached thr* decision tlmt they Aven* iinalile to extend to the region of national 
defence IMahatma (l.uulhi’s creed of non-violenee. The decision aauis reached on 
the international situation and the ])Ossihle danger to India from external 
aggression or internal disorder. J’he Committee, however, recognized that 

jMahatma Gandlii should be free to jiiirsiie his great ideal in his OAvn way 
and therefore absolved him of all resiionsihility for the juogramme which might 
he adoiited for t.he future. J'he Committee also made it clear that non-violenee 
remained the basic* ])olicy in regard to the fight for indefiendenc.e and Avas in 
no way afDcled by the changed attitude towards problems of defence and 
internal security. 

Mr. H. S. t^ubrawardy. Finance Minister, Bengal, in a Press statement, reiterated 
the determination of the Govern merit to continue its efforts to prevent panic 
from spreading and the market from feeling its worst effect. 
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HyderabadHharc in regard to the joint scheme proposed between the Hydera¬ 
bad and Madras (governments for utilization of the Tun^abhadra waters for 
irrijijation and electric sippply purposes would amount to seven crores of rupees. 

22nd. Mahatma (tandhi, in an article in the Harijan, under the caption, “How to 
combat HithM'ism”, said : “VVliatcvcr Hitler may ultimately prove to be, we 
know what Hitlerism has come to mean : it means naked, ruthless force, reduced 
to an exact science and worked upon with a scientific imecision.” 

Maulana Abiil Kalam Azad had an interview with Mahatma Gandhi at 
Wardha. Rei::anlin^’ liis interview, Maulana Azad said : “There is nothing; new 
in Mahatma Gandhi’s attitude re”:ardin^ non-violence. He has l)ecn em\)haBizin{^ 
this fact for a lon^ time through the columns of the Harijan and in his speeches. 
Mahatmaji will continue to |j;ive liis advice and guidance and direction whenever 
nc<*essary to the CV^ngress Working Ckmimitteo.’’ 

Heth Ivarn Krishen Dalmia, addressing tlie annual meeting of the Indian 
Ciiamber ol CVnnmerce at I.,ah()rc, said : “The ])resent war, most unfortunate 
though it is, lias tillered an oiiportiniity to our country for the ])roper develoji- 
ment of imbislries. It is only under the jirt'sent (dreumstances, that the 
(fovcrninent of the country lias been tomdicd to Ihc (juick regai’ding tlie needs of 
industrial dcveloiinninl, the manufa'*tuie of machines, jind a strong defence for 
the country. ()ur leaders lia\e bi'cn crying hoaise for these things all these 
days, but unforl unately, th<! Go\eminent was never so iniudi aiiju-eidative of our 
real needs.” 

His Hxeellcm’V tlie Governor of Ihhar, presiding over the inaugural meeting of 
the lh()\incial \Vai' Goinmillec al J’alna, said : 'dn thcsi* da\s when the fate of 
civili/alion is tienibling in the balan<-e it has been heartening to receive from all 
cities HO many expression of symjiathy with the cause (d' the Allies and such 
generous olleis ot ashislance, both material and iiersonal." 

23rd. Pandit .lawhailal Nehru issued a statement from Ponibay, on the resolution 
passed by tlie (kmgress Working Gommittec on Mahatma Gandhi’s creed of noii- 
vioicma). “4’iie Working Committee (lie said, in the coiirac of the statement) have 
rigidly taken the iteople into their eontideiiee about tlie basie ])robloms that 
eonfront them and about the future which secmeil so dislant and is now so near. 
'The Woiking Commitieids resolution makes it clear that in spite of war 
develoiiments the Pamgarh resolution stands, as indeed it must, and onr policy 
and action must. bi'> fashioned accordingly.” ‘‘’The diHerencc between Gandhiji’s 
a{)proa(di and that of the Working (Vuuniittce must be understood and must not 
lead people to think that there is a break between him and the Ck^ngress, The 
Congress of the ])ast twenty years is his creation and child and nothing can 
break this bond. 1 am sure that his guidance and wise i-ounsel will always be 
availalde to tlie Congress”. 

Dr. ll. P. Paranjpye luesulcd over the Council of the National Idberal 
Federation of India which I'asscd a resolution at Poona, eontaiuing an a\'pca\ 
to leaders to sink their diHereuees and form National Coverninents both in the 
provinces and at the centre thus securing Indian national interests and ensuring 
the full cooiieration of India in the iirosecution of the war. 

Jlis Highness the Maharaja of Alwar, speaking at a banquet at I\Iount Abu, 
saitl : “11; we in India do not contribute all our material and human resources 

to save eivilizatioii and freedom of the entire world, we shall have no moral 
right to claim a share of that freedom.” 

24th. His Iligliness the JMaharaja of llikaner in a Press interview in Bombay, on 
the war situation said : “'riierc is no cause for iles])ondeiiey, despair or jianic, 
and personally 1 have not for a moment wavered in my faith that in the end 
Great Britain and her vast Empire wdth all their resources, even fighting alone, 
will secure a decisive victory over the enemy.” 

Acharya J. B. Kripalani, General Secretary of the A. i. c. (t, in a circular 
letter from Allahabad, to ])rovincial Congress committees, explained the impli¬ 
cation of the statement issued by the Congress Working Committee on June 21. 
He said : “The statement does not seek to change any of the fundamental 
prineijdes and policies the Congress has followed under the leadership and 
guidaiK^e of Mahatma Gandhi for the last 2U years for the attainment of the 
goal of Puma Hwaraj. These eon tin ue to be based upon the principles of truth 
and non-violence.” 

25th. 8ir Ramaswainy Miidaliar, Commerce Member met at Simla representatives 
of oil interests and reviewed the question of prices of petrol and kerosene oil 

11 



82 THE INDIAN ANNUAL REGISTER [ 25 jtine MO- 

on the basis of the iinderstandiiif? arrived at in Delhi that the jiosition be 
examined every six months. 

Mr. C. E. S. Fairweathcr, Commissioner of Poliee and Viee-chairman of the 
Civil Guard snb-eommittec, appointed by the general meeiinf; of the war com¬ 
mittee for tile city of Calcutta, issued a statement rc^^ardinj!: the constitution and 
explaining the aims of the Calcutta Civil Guards. 

26th. Mr. L. S. Am cry, Secretary of State for India, revealed the decision of the 
Government, in the House of Commons, when he introduced a new legislation, 
which in the main was designed to overcome difliciilties of a techni(tal nature in 
the event of com])lete interruption of communication between India and Ilritish. 
“The Government of India has come to the conclusion that for the purposes 
of urgent expansion of India’s war effort it has now become necessary, indeed 
urgent, to follow the cxamj)le of Britain and introduce compulsory service for 
military and in certain eases for civil and industrial purposes.” The Bill passed 
through all the readings within 90 minutes and was then sent to the Jlouse 
of Lords. 

Sir K. V. Reddi, Chairman of the recruiting subcommittee of the Provincial 
War Committee, speaking on “War and our Duty” in Madras, observed ; “If we 
do not go to the rescue of Great Britain with our man power and resourees, the 
curse of (lod and also the curse of generation after generations will be ipKm’us.” 

27lh. The India and Burma Bill was given Royal Assent. Earlier, the House of 
Lords took up and ])assed all 10 stages of the Bill. 

The reconstruction of the old War Supply Department (India) was made 
necessary by the enormous pressure of demands on India’s i>roductive capacity 
and the urgent Importance of complete unitication of the control of raw materials 
and the utilization of the country s manufacturing ca])acity. The ]uesident of 
the now War Sui)ply Board would be l^ir Zafrullah Khan and his Vicc-iuesidcnt 
would be Mr. Hugh Dow. 

The central oflice ol the All-India Independent IRoslem Party’s conference in 
a statement stressed the need for a ])crmanent and national solution of the 
Hindu-Moslem proldem. Co-operation l)ctween Hindus and Moslems and all 
others should be secured and {)ressed to the highest creative effort of the coun¬ 
try. It was to this task that the Azad Conference had to bend all its most 
earnest efforts. 

28th. The (loyernment of India issued an Ordinance from Simla, providing eoin- 
imlsory national service for Indian and Anglo-Indian technicians to supplo- 
ment voluntary recruitment of technical personnel for factories engaged in war 
iwoduction. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the All-India Moslem League in a statement 
on the Khaksar prol)lem, from f?imla, said ; “I personally have not concealed my 
sympathy with the Khaksars generally, and j would lib- to repeat that if the 
Khaksar leaders ])ut their heads together and enable me with authority to serve 
them and follow my advice, 1 shall be prepared to do all I can to find an 
honourable solution of the ymesent imi)a88e.” 

Sir Ramaswarai Mudaliar, Commerce Member, in a broadcast statement from 
Himla, explained the Ordinance providing comiuilsory national service for Indian 
British subjects. 

29th. Mahatma Gandhi’s interview with TIis Excellency the Viceroy took place at 
Himla. The interview which began at 3 ji.m, lasted three hours. 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Harijan^ under the caption “Both hapyiy and 
im-happy,” discussing the break between himself and the Congress Working 
Committee oyer the issue of unadulterated non-violence as the Congrees ])olicy. 
He said ; ‘‘lor mo non-violence is a creed, I must act up to it whether 1 am 
alone or have companions. Since i3ro|>agation of non-violence is the mission of 
my life, I must pursue it in all weathers.” Mahatmaji said that he could no 
longer guide the general y>olicy of the Congress when fundamental differences 
were discovered between the Congress and Jiimself. ‘The Congress, according to 
Mahatma Gandhi, in taking its decision, had made a tremendous sacrifice—the 
sacrifice of the prestige that the Congress had gained iu the world for 
unadulterated non-violence. 
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Notes on Indian History 

It has truly been said that a history of India that reveals the whole panorama of 
the vast millcnia of her distinctive life and civilisation in its actual shape and colour 
and due proportion and perspective, still remains to be written. The materials for 
drawing such a vast outline and making such a comprehensive and connected sketch 
are not yet in hand. A fairly definite outline and connected sketch which gives the 
promise of being some day developed into what is called “scientific history” has, how¬ 
ever, been steadily emerging out of the mist that veils the immensity of India’s past 
—a mist which (thanks to the labours of the investigators) has pcrceptilily thinned 
without being as yet actually lifted as far as one can now make one’s incursion into 
the age that saw the birth of Budhism and Jainism in India in the sixth Century 
B. C. Beyond that there is still only “cosmic nebulae” relieved liere and there by a few 
stray constellations of lucidly distinct historical facts. These “nebuhe” have probiddy, 
a depth and density to be measured only in terms of millcnia. But from the jiosition 
where we can now make our historical prospecting, these vast remote dark spaces of 
Indian history recede and shrink and fold up and, at last, look like a far-away blank, 
black spherule beyond the galaxy of human remembrance. 

Ancient Indian history is, apparently, “full” of such gaps and blanks, Beyond 
the time when Alexander the (Ireat invaded the I’unjab (JlT) B. C.), the galactic'al 
system of detailed and authentic Indian history docs not, far extend. There are too 
many unexplored blank Rjiaces and unformed, chaotic nebuhe beyond that time still. 
Beginning approximately with that ]KTiod, we are furnished, sometimes in abundance, 
with fairly trustworthy material in the 8ha])e of contemporary (Ireek testimony bear¬ 
ing on Indian history, and also, as time rolls on, with in8crii)tional and other kinds 
of decipherable and dependable domestic evidcm*.e. Of course, an immense mass of 
“documentary” evidence and evidence in the more or less Iluid, volatile state of 
tradition, heresay and folk-lore (written or unwritten) have always lain by the side 
of the historian hitherto busy with his inscriptions, ])lates, coins, artefacts and any 
corroborative evidence that may be forthcoming from outside. And that mass of 
ancient Indian documentary evidence and tradition has, generally, lain neglected by 
his side. It has been, generally, of little hel]) to him in reconstructing, “on scdentiiic 
lines”, the missing skeleton of ancient Indian History, it has been, however, of 
great use to the com])arative mythologist, jJiilolojdst and anthroindogist. 

But even the historian who seeks to reconst,met on scientifu* line the missing..' 
skeleton of ancient history, whether of India or of any other (ountry, should do 
well to remember that the tlry bones of the skclekm he may have lieen able to ]>ut 
together will not be true, living history unless they can be made instinct with the 
touch of life which literature, art, tradition, ‘myths’, folk-lore, religious and social 
institutions in their earlier and later forms alone can give. I'rom coins, tables etc., 
we can built a ])OSBible or even probable frame-work of chronology into which we 
can put our little bits of tested facts according to one possible ]dan or other. Such a 
mosaic of dates and facts (mainly relating to dynastic succession, war and concinest) 
is of course important as necessary gronnd-jdan of history. But it is not the com¬ 
pleted structure of history. It is not history as an organics ])roccRs of evolution. Bo 
we have to distinguish between structural or moii)hological history and organic 
“physiological” history. 

Now, India has been so far poor in comparison with some other ancient conn- 
tries like Egypt, Babylonia and China in her ^materials” for writing the first kind of 
history, and the available materials, as we saw, do not carry us much beyond the 
time of Budha and Mahavira in the sixth century B. C. Recently, however, a very 
old and, apparently, a high order of civilisation lias been unearthed in the Indus 
Valley in the Punjab and in Sind, which, acirording to current official beliefs, is of 
the Sumerian pattern. The buried cities now discovered bring to light not only 
very interesting features of a civilisation thriving in the western part of India in 
so remote a past (when the Indo-Aryans had not, according to the common view, 
yet migrated into India), but they even pul into our hands interesting clues that 
may eventually help us to unravel many of the riddles of onr Vcdic and post-Vedic 
history. The Tantrik cult, for instance, may have older and deeper roots in the soil of 
India than have so far been granted or suspected. Nothing contemporaneous with or 
earlier than the Indus Valley civilisation has yet been unearthed in other parts of the 
subcontinent. So the present trend of speculation is to regard the Indus Valley civili- 
Bfttion as a sort of wedge driven into Western India—the whole of which was still at 
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the low level of aborit>iiial darkness (with the possible exception of some pftvts that 
might have risen to the Dravidian ‘light’ level)-- probably by the races and civilisation 
of Burner. 

We are still in the duskland of pro])al)ilities or even less than probabilities as to 
the dates, origins, early habitats an<l earlier forms not only of the Indus Valley but 
also of the Dravidians and Indo-Aryan ])eo|)le. We do not Know for certainty when 
and from where the Indo-Aryans came into India, The fact of Aryan immigration 
into India itself, though generally accented, is still disi)u(ed. And it immigration be 
admitted, we have, ])robal)ly, to admit not one but scveial successive streams of 
immigration. Biich theory, apparently called for to account for some of the critical 
turnings and “sudden mutations” in our ancient historical evolution, ^Yill lead to many 
unexplored avenues of enquiry as to ages and dates, o’-igins and charac teristics. 

The KtcJVEDA 

The Tligvcda—the earliest and the most informing and inslructive “doenmentary” 
evidence that wc possess-aiq)ears to set the stage amidst scenes which show the 
Aboriginal, Dravidian and Indo-Aryan factors fighting for sui)iemacy tiisl in the 
land of “Five Kivers” and in the Ganges Valley, and then giadually, beyond the 
Vindhya llangc which with its impenetrable forest mantle, stood as a harrier between 
Northern India (Aryyavaita) and I)eccan. (liadnally we iiiul the Jiborigines cornered 
and driven to the hills and forest wdiere their descendants, more or less Arvanised, 
still continue to live. In considerable parts they were also absorbed into the fold of 
Aryan society and culture. And in being absorbed they did not fail to impart 
some little ]>art of their own character of the Aryan com])lex. d'heie was not so 
much of racial or even linguistic fusion as of culiiiral assimilation. Tiie ])rocess of 
Aryauisation in language, cultuie etc. has l)een a i)ro('css admitting, naturally, of 
different shades and degrees, leaving at the one end alxuiainal ra-a's that have almost 
kept aloof from Aryan influence and having at the otluu' olheis (hat have become 
part and parcel of the Aryan system. The Aryanisatioii of the Dravidian peo])lcs. 
especially in religion, ciiitiire and civilisation, has been a much more ]'erfecte(l 
process. But on the other band, the f)iavidian impn'ss on the Aryan system is 
also in many ])laces, de(']) and unmistakable, dlu' l)ravidian is co-ordinated or 
even subordinated to the Aryan but not lost in tl)(‘ latter, d'liis ])Ower of assimila¬ 
tion of alien races and cnllun'S without losing the individuality of its own essential 
Type or l‘attern and without at the same time making llu; dneisc ehmeuls assimi¬ 
lated lose whatever is esseiilial in them- has been a s])e( ial cbaiactm istic of the 
Indo-Aiyan race and culture-complex. Mbis has meant, oijjanic unity or unity in 
diversity of a more fundamental and abiding natnn^ limn ( an, piubaps, be claimed for 
the ]iolilieal or national unity \Aith which hisloiics ar(i conimonly iamiliar. ilistoiians, 
acecjrdingly, commonly miss the unity which li('S deej) and sets only the diveislty 
which lies on the surface. India to them is thus a Muilabh' chaos ol jailing eleim'nlH 
of races, languages, rt'ligious, castes, s(‘cts and eullun' which have lu'ver known 
unity before the days of the uiiitaiy political rule of tlie British. Of course, the 
introduction, in later time's, of the Semitic religions—Miihammedanb ni and 
Christianity - disturbed to some extent the ages-loug unity and balance of the Aryo- 
Dravidian culture and soi'ial system in India. But cvi'ii these elements were in the 
IwocesB of being slowly drawn into the sphere of iiitluence of what we may call 
the genius of India. In other words, a sIoav hnt sure ]-iO(ess of cnit.iiral assimilation 
even of this “militant” factors was going ai'ace. Buddhism, which had risen as a 
“revolt” against orthodox Hinduism-hut yet ns a revolt from within-and which 
dominated the situation in India for several centuries, ended in tlu' land of its birth 
by being eventually absorbed and assimilated into the i-aK'ut religion. Jainism and 
many other old or later “revolts” have tJuis “squaied their accounts” with the 
same parent religion, and have been for many centuries living ]u\aceul)ly side by side 
with one another and with the latter. 

This power of assimilation and co-ordination in which all the conii'oncnls 
make their own contributions and are ]'Cimittcd to live side by side as members of 
a commonwealth of cultiircs, has been tlie secret of the woiuhiful Ksisting and 
staying power of the Indian culture-complex against such disintegrating forces as 
have smashed up many an old and glorious civilisation of the world. And it can be 
easily shown from facts that this staying ])ower has been in evidence not only in 
the realm of cultural contacts and impacts but also in that of social and political 
ones. There have been many raids into India and invasions before and after Christ, 
but it is a travesty of facts to imagine that Indian resistance has always been w^eak 
and shortlived and that such invasions are typically like the raids of Mahmud of 
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Gaziii which ever swept away Indian armies and Kin^^doms like cobweb or a house 
of cards. Before her final subjugation by the Mahammadan Power—and the final sub- 
jngation of the whole of India was anything like an accomplished fact only for a time 
(Inrinf!; the reign of the great Mogul Emj)cror8—India had been, it should be borne 
in mind, a mighty Power and a Model of civilisation and culture for at least three 
thousand years. And it should be remembered further that when the British in 
India turned from trade to eonqucBt (always with native hell) and alliance) they 
had to settle their accounts not only with Haidar Ali and Tipu oultan in the Bouth 
but mainly the Maharatta and Bikh Powers which had risen on the ruins of the 
Mahammedan Power in India, 

Unitary Indian Em tire 

But there were and still have been other factors which, to some extent, operated 
against India developing a compact and coherent political and military organisation, 
except occasionally like, for instance, the Great Roman Em])irc of old or the British 
Empire in modern times. We possess, ai>i)arently, no connected retrospect of the 
remote past of wdiich the Vedas, Epics and Ihiranas F])eak. But as far as appearances 
go, an unitary, centralised, Indian Km})irc was the exception and not the rule. In 
later times also, an Empire like that of Asoka was not a common achievement. As 
we said, India has possessed dee])-laid cidtural and institutional unity beneath all her 
diversities. India has fought, and fought bravely, for the integrity of her sacred 
I.and, her sacred religion and tradition, and for their sacred visible Symbols and 
Embodiment. But she has rarely fought for the “Btatc” as such or an Empire as 
such. The spirit of her culture did not favour the formation and consideration of 
Nationalism in the sense it is commonly understood, and her basic institutions would 
hardly consist with many forms of centralised Btatc control. The all-controlling and 
co-ordinating Princi])le was Dharma (the Principle of human Values and Conduct) 
rather than any Btate agency. Each village, for cxamjdc, was a self-contained com¬ 
mune and autonomous unit ow'ing permanent allegiance to the reign of Dharma and 
only tem])orary allegiance to any kingship that might function for the time being. 
So the village communities (‘ontinued to live though kingdoms after kingdoms rose 
and fell. 'Ihey were but little afFected by the accidents anti exigencies of politics. 

Again, the s])irit of Dharma (which should not be translated as religion) has 
definitely and systematically favoured all human or even all-living values and ten¬ 
dencies and a cosmopolitan outlook, and has opposcil militant aggressive, “predatory”, 
nationalism. The old Upanishads arc clear and couragecnis in their conception of 
those higher values ; and the Dharmashastras (or Codes laying down social and 
individual conduct) were bold and consistent in their exocution of those ideas. Later, 
Budhism and Jainism and other “reforming” movements have teiuhid only to stress 
such values as non-violence and fellowship w'ith all men and all living being. These 
forces operating through the ages tended to produce in the Indian classes and masses 
a common disiiosition not quite favourable to tlie formation and consideration of an 
unitary military state for purposes of offence and defence. 

Of the immense back-ground of India History which is represented by the Vedas 
(Bamhitas, Brahmins, Aranyakas and Upanishdas), the various Butras (or Digests) 
ITiilosophies, E])ics (the Ramayana and Mahavarata), Puranas and J'anlras (our state¬ 
ment here is not anything like full), w^e ]) 0 sscss (unhss one is i)repared to grant the 
claim of the I’uranas recently ])Ut forth in their behalf that they do contain mate¬ 
rials for reconstructing a fairly connected clironological history beginning with the 
very earliest times) very little i)rccisc and connected information for the puriiosc of 
writing a political histoiy both coi)ious and correct as to facts and their chronological 
order. But of the ideals and ideas, juacticcs and institutions of the times we do 
possess a very full, informing and instructive ])rescntation. And, after all, what is 
real history but this ? Bcholars have been busy with their sketches and drawings of 
the ancient orders and B])ccimenB of ideas, beliefs and practices that existed in India. 
But oftener than not their reviews and retrospects have been made from modern 
slandpoins, with modern notions, criteria and standards of testing facts and a])prai8- 
ing values. Tliis has not enabled us, in any just measure, to understand much less 
aiqireciate a civilisation (not confined to India but, possibly, reaching some of its 
greatest heights in this country) which was essentially of a difterent kina, and cannot 
therefore, be represented as only the first uncertain and timid steps taken on the 
road which has, through a long, long march, at last brought us to our ))rescnt 
advanced stage. The ideology, ])lan and methods of that ancient civilisation we have 
yet not seriously studied and rightly understood. Much of that civilisation we still 
regard, without understanding, as consisting of ‘‘savage” magic, meaningless ritualism, 



87 


NOTES ON INDIAN HISTORY 

‘thcolo{ 2 :ioal twaddle” and crude superstition, Side by side with all this we find, 
however, the highest philosophy, deepest mysticism and pure ethics. There is also 
much that is of original and ^cjiuinc value from the ])oint of view of human 
material and nuindanc progress, d’iiis seems to us a curious medley of what is 
nearly the hi^^hest and what is about the lowest- Hut let ur jjass on. 

Comin^^ to “historical” times we find that the invasion by Alexander the Great 
of India proved in the result to be little more than a brilliant, raid. Jlis victorious 
armies could only cut otf a small slice of North-Western India, and this little slice 
the Macedonian would invest, but could not di;;cst. Ilis steam-roller of coiKpiest 
si)eedily develo[)ed “vvar-weaiiness” on the i)laius of the Paiijab, and he had to ^o 
back only atldinj; a bit of India to Ids vast Empire. He liad won some of his 
bat ties in India, but it had not been an “easy walk-ovei” with him. 

After his death shortly afterwards, the vast jMacedoidan Emi)ire practically 
went to ])ieces. (diarnlracupta, who became the kin^ of lMa;^adha, i)r()ved hinisclf 
too i)Owerful for the (Jreek invaders wdio liad violateil the sanctity and intemity of 
the sacred Land of the Five Jiivers. As the result of the formidable opposition by 
the armies of ldiandra.i!;upta, a treaty was cornduded between him and the (Ireek 
which made him the supreme, undisputed lord and sovereii^’n of the Indian Empire. 
Mey;asthencs, who was sent by Scleucus as an aml)assador to the court of Chandra- 
p;upta, left a very valuable record of the times, of the customs and morals of the 
jx'oplc, and of the adininistriition, which, thom;h unfortunately fragmentary, bears an 
eloquent and admiriny; testimony to the hii^h order of material ami moral civilisation 
attained by the Hindus centuries before the Christian era. And this hij;h civilisa¬ 
tion was evolved in India not in isolation but in commerce with other civilisations 
that flourished in ancient, limes such as the Ilabylonian, Creek, Persian and Chiiu'se. 
01iandra};upta’s son was Ihndusara wdio w'as succectled by Asoka P>. C.), 

who was undoubtedly, one of tho ^a-eatest rulers of men hoidiuL!; their sway for the 
material and spiritual [;ood of mankind. Numerous edicts and insc-rijitions record 
tlie noble and glorious achievements of his reiLi,n wliicdi, in its later stages left the 
bloody ])ath of war and compicst and devoted itself to the much more noble and 
fruitful task of the moral and sj)iritual conquest and redem])tiou of ourselves and 
our fellow-being. With commendable catliolicity and tolerance, not seeking to 
impose it upon others by his great imperial authority and ]iower, he exercised that 
authority and i)Ower for the purpose of transforming Ihidhism, which had been 
more or less a local sect in tlie Canges Valley, into one of the greatest and most 
])otent living world religions. Asoka’s reign is therefore rightly held to be an epoch 
in the history of the world. Jlis edicts also show the man, his ideals ami his 
methods. Hut all this had not allowed or favoured the cement of the great Maurya 
Empire setting into the requisite hardness. Independent kingdoms like Bacteria 
and Parthia took their rise in the border land, and the Creeks renewed their 
incursions. New races (the Yuen-chi) came in a surge of migration which swept all 
before them, and in the first eentuary A. L>. a considerable portion of North-west 
India came under their influence. 

CuPTA Dynasty 

Kaniska, who made Peshawar his ca])ital, proved great as a ruler and as a 
patron and missionary of the Budhistic religion. Under him the Kushan brancli of 
the Yuen-chi reached the zenith of its power. But this power fell as another power 
in middle India rose—the Andhra dynasty. A peak like Amaravati or Ujjain would, 
some time, rise and shine in the midst of the moving vastness of Indian waters! 
In the beginning of the fourth century the <*cntrc of i)olitical influence in India was 
again shifted to Pataliputra in IMagadha as the Gupta dynasty emerged into power. 
Samudragupta, who ruled for fifty years, and his son Chandragupta, greatly distin¬ 
guished themselves not only in war but in the sphere of peaceful and fruitful ad¬ 
ministration, ])romoting general ]>rosperity and giving liberal encouragement to art 
ami literature, a glorious tribute to which was jiaid by the Chinese ])ilgrim Fa-hien. 
According to his testimony, their Empires were vast and their administration just, 
enlightened. Towards the end of tho fifth century—when the White Uuns from 
Central Asia began to pour themselves into India—the sun of the Gupta dynasty 
set (during whose regime, it should be noted, there had been a revival and 
reconstruction of ancient Brahmanism and Brahmanical culture as evidenced 
especially by the literature of the Pumas ; but this reviving process was, very 
largely, a process of quiet adaptation and peaceful assimilation). More than a 
century had elapsed after the fall of the Gupta dynasty before there rose another 
great and enlightened monarch who could emulate with no mean success the greatest 
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of the Indian rnlors in historical times—Asoka. Emperor Harsha, who consolidated 
his authority i)ractic-ally over the whole of Northern India in the bo^inninp; of the 
S(!vcnth contnry, was famous etpially for his p,reat prowess, liis hicJi intellectual 
attainments and for tlie broad (avtholicity of his relij 2 ;ious outlook. An account of 
his times has been left by a Chinese, Huen Tsiaii}:; by name. In that, India is 
still ]iainted in generally bright and even glowing colours. 

MliDlAKVAL INDIA 

After the death of Harsha, and gradually with the emergence of India into 
what may l)e calltHl the medi:cval ])eriod, the conditions wdiich had made the 
]u)!itical uni(ic!ition of India sometimes possible in the past, nearly disappeared, and 
India was thrown into a stale of i>olitical confusion and chaos in which petty 
kingdoms rose like mushrooms aiul constant internecine strife ])revailed. Home 
outstanding figures like Vikramaditya would ocarasionally api^ear on the stage ; but 
such evt'ids wen' few and tar betw('('n. In the South of India was being enacted a 
v('ry ini.eresling ))ut involved drama in which the Aiidhras, liallavas, Chalukyas ami 
(^holas well' the principal acl.ors. Kashmere in the north, Kanaiij in the Doab and 
Ih'uipal in l!u! ('ast were also alive with many vivid and vital scenes and events of 
]^<)litical, cidtuval and so-ial interest. Ihit we sliali not try to make a review of 
ilicm here. <hie outstanding event in the coidnsion and coniph;\i(y of the general 
Indian situation whicli deserves notici; even i)assing was the risi; of the Itajput power 
upon which the luaidle of I lie old caste Kshatrias (the wariior and ruling caste) 
led, and whiidi was the chid opposition that- the waves of IMohamedan invasion 
coining one after anot lier ever since the se-oml qnai ter of the 7th century had to 
eiiounter and idtimatc'ly hear down. Gn/.rat, Alalwa, Aimer, Kanauj and Delhi 
wcie the, ]nincij>al sct'iu's of the new drama ol Kajput ascendaimy -a drama so full 
of ('j>isoih;s of superhuman liravery, no))le heroism and sac-rilice for the sacred cause 
of n'ligion and liberty that they have ever since lived in liuman memory as models 
which futaire generations of ])atriots in any eonntry might well try to emulate, 
h'liough Rajput, ojtposition was borne down in Noithern India by the end of tiie 
twelfth eenlnry, Kaiput, bravery and the sjurit tlial, animated it survived the crash 
of the Hindu Empire of Delhi and Ajmcrc over which Ihithvi Raj, the hero, the 
last of the Hindu emperors, though not the last of the Hindu rulers, had held 
sw iy. Itajput bravery and ihijpiit love of independence were still factors to reckon 
with in the days of the great Mogliids —Akbar, .laliangir, Shahjahan and 
Aurangzel). Col. Todd ami some others have narrated tlie story, and it constitutes 
one of his proudest amuds in the vast archives of the Hindu glory in India. As 
to the comincst, of Northern India by the JMohamedans, it should he noted, the great 
])rize was not very easily or (pdckly won ; that the first Maliammedan imi)act was 
in the seventh eentiiry shortly after the ])assing away of the Rrophet, and a Moham- 
nu'dan kingdom in Northern India came into lieing towards the end of the l_h,h. 
eenl-ury. Even this did not mean either a eomidetc or final subjugation of India. 
And there is anoMier thing to be noted. Hindu power fell not because its resistance 
w-as weak and its liravery and heroism in the field was not backed by adeilnaie 
tact, strategy and diseiidine in diplomacy, ])lanidng and i)reparatlon. 

The centuries of the modiieval age in India were marked by a eonspicnous lack 
of political unity and solidarity. But they were by no means unimportant and barren. 
It was not a ‘‘dark” Age. In the Gupta period and in the centuries before and after, 
a marvellous process of social, cultural and religious reconstruction was going apace. 
The old Vodie scheme of social economy (involving as it did the four Varnas or 
“caste” and the four Ashrams or “stage” of life) was being transformed through a 
])rocess of adaptation, assimilation and multiidieaiion which made society more 
comprehensive and at the same time more eonijilex. The iiifincnee of liudhism, 
Hellcnisin and that of Mongoloid races also led to adaptations and assimilations, 
in many important directions in the older order of Indian customs and institutions. 
The gradual assimilation of Rndliism itself was a idienomenon of the greatest import¬ 
ance. The Vedie religion survived hut it was transformed. The X’uranas and Tantraa 
renewed and gave anew expression to the Sanatana Dharma. In the domain of 
literature, art (both useful ami fine), science and mathematics, philosophy and 
metaphysics, these centuries were also imxlmhive of fruits that were and still are of 
the greatest interest and value. Great poets like Kalidas and Bhavabhuti, and great 
philosophers like Hhankaraeharyya and Ramanuja and also other pioneers and masters 
in other fields formed a galaxy of men of genius and talents which showed that an 
age of political dis-equilibrium and confusion in India was yet not necessarily an 
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age of cultural depression and darkness and social disruption. The soul of India 
could, apparently, function to its best advantage inspite of lier troubled {)olitics. 

Hut whilst this was true for some lime it could not be true for all time. Her 
politics at last began to t(;ll on her constitution. We do not, however, ]>roposG to 
continue the story through the Mohammedan and Britisli periods, d'lie history of 
these periods is more settled and (hdinite in Ic'aturcs, and tlu'se are, generally, well- 
known. One special feature, which is not always clearly rccogiiisi'd and to which ive 
should like to draw attention is this. Kiom the twelfth century right ip) to the 
eighteenth, or even for some time later, the Hindu power of re\ival and regeneration, 
of initiation and ex(’culion, was never like dead or even dying. Independent ainl 
often powerful kingdoms like Vijayanagar in the South, those, of Trata!), Shivaji aiul 
the Teshwas in the west (we do not mention some otheis e. g. those in Bengal) 
would, now and then, proudly lilt their heads and challenge the authority of the 
great Moslem enii>erors Under that authoiity, too, there nourished many great Hindu 
administrators, Ministers, governors, generals and iiiiaiiciers. In short, during the 
Mohammedan era, the Hindu genius was not at its best but it was not quite decadent. 
The jMaiiammkI)\n Rele 

The IMohammedan conqueiors, again, from i\Iahomed Cdiori wdio w'lestcd the scei)tre 
of the kingdom of 1 elhi lioni I’lithviiaj after a first unsuccessful attempt,, came to 
India as foreigners biit tlic‘y did not remain heie as foieigiicis. India was the land 
ol tlieir adoption. Baids like those by Uhengis Ivhan or Nadir Sliah were rare and 
they did not rejuesent the noimal course of events. India sutleicd, and sometimes 
badly, no doubt, from the etlects of the conquering aidour and j)r()selytising' zeal of 
some of the iMoliammcdan inlets. But the gieat j\IogIinls were as much “children of 
tlu' soil” as the luimbh'st of the Hiiuln ‘•heathen”. And this sliaiing together by 
tlie Hindus and Miissalinans of a eoinmon “lieartli and liome” naturally tendeil 
to breed a consciousness ot comm unity of interests in both as India’s offspring. 
There Avas a steady assimilation ot the Semitic and Indo-Aryan cultures also and 
even a growing uikUm standing and a]>precial,ioii of one leligion by the other. I'he 
religions touched and evim blended with caeli other at tlieir highest ]ioints c. g. in 
JSulism and Yedanli(* nnslicism. d'liey also met and cvolvi'.d a broad common 
‘‘shrine” to wliich folk beiiels, ]tractii-es and institutions wouhl biing tlieir united 
homage. Even a common dialect. (Uidii or Jlindiistliani) was evolved between the tw'O 
in Northern India which gradually blossomed into a fine literature. The ]'ationage 
(‘xtended by the .Alohammedan einpeiois to Music, Architecture etc. w’as also fruitful 
ol very fine result. India’s wealth attraeted the t.rade and commerce of the Avholc 
civilised world. In fact, Ameiica or the West Indies Avas discovered in an attemj>t 
to discover an Avesha'ii loiite to the Indian market. Biilish, Uiemdi, Duteli and 
Bortuguesc trad('rs all came ainl scrambled hu maiket, and cventuallv, for ])oUtical 
])Ovver in India. It is also woilhy ot note that oo'en under the SAvay of such maslcr- 
lul moiiavchs as Slier Shah, Akbar or Aiirangzeb, the government ol the eountr> was 
in tlie main, detentralised, allowing piovincial and local autonomy—down to the 
autonomy of the village units—to ad('(piately function. Even petty local chiefs —like 
the feudal lords of the mediaeval West- never unlearnt the art of fighting and 
governing. So it Avas always ]HAssiblc for a man of ambition and aliility, like Sliiyaji 
for example, to evolve sanetioiis Avherehy he could implement his high j'olitical 
as])irations. It was the \ery large measure of local autonomy and local initiative 
tliat existed that rendered possible the rise of the IMarhatta and Sikh I’owcrs and 
also of the kingdoms of Ryder Ali and the Nizam in the south. And British UovAer 
in India in its rise to paiamountey found its most formidable rivals or pOAverful 
allies in them. 

Ill l.Y.)9, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth, some merchants of London formed 
an assoeiatioii for the purpose of tiade with India, and tliis association Avas granted a 
royal charter of ineorjioratioii. At first this Eompany Avas purely a trading eoneern 
establishing factories in the east and west <‘oast8 of India and in Bengal and adminis¬ 
tering its atlairs in the three “presideneics” Avbich were at first inde}>eiident of ono 
another but subordinate to the Board of Directors at home. In course of time, 
however, chiefly Avith a view to ]>rescrving and consoliclatiiig its grovying and 
extensive trade in India, in the face of the French rivalry and intrigue and 
the prevailing political anarchy and unrest in the land, it established military 
garrison of defence which soon became involved in hostilities that saddled it Avitn 
territorial resiionsibilities. It fought some decisive battles in Madras and in Bengal, 
which raised a trading company to the status of a political Power in India. French 
intrigue failed and F'rench rivalry practically died down in India, One of the most 
12 
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(locisive battles fon} 2 :lit was tlie battle of Plassey in H.")?. The battle was won with the 
aid of faithful native battalions, and with the active or juissive Bn|))»ort of the 
};eneral 3 and noblemen of the unfortunate youn^ Nawab of Bengal. It is worthy 
of note that the path of British supiemaey in India, and often, its inlluence and 
l)i'estige abroad has been tiaved, amongst oilier tilings, with the consent, alliance and 
willing co-operation of the Natives of India. It was so even during the critical 
jicriod of the Seiioy Mutiny, one hundred years after tlie battle of Blassey. Jt 
was again so during the ‘'oriical” of the last Great War. dhe inacliinery of 
adminisiration by the East India Gorapany was from time to time mudilied 
by Acts of Barliament (I77d, 17SJ ; and the (hiarter Acts of 17bd and J8, 

By these a Governoi--Generai-in-Gouncll was made the sui)]'eme administrative 
authority in India subject to a Board ot Control at home. By the last Act, the Com¬ 
pany ceased to be a commercial concern and be--ame a political and administrative 
body only. After the tSepoy Mutiny anollnu' Act was j)assed by which the Govern- 
inent ot India was transterred iiom the (tjm’pany to the Crown, and tbenccfoi’th the 
Governor-General was also the Viceioy of India. The functions of tiio Governrn'iit 
of India are wide and its responsibiliiies baaivy. But its rcBponsihililies are to (lie 
(h-own and the Baiiiamcnt. It has not rested on an elective pojuilar basis. There 
have been legislative bodies, but its motions, resolutions and votes buve not, exeeji, as 
regards eertain matters of secondary importance iindei the y\ct of JDJb, a binding 
ctlei't on the Government. 

India’s contributions and saf‘ri{i'e.s in the Great Mhtr wore great, but “rewaid” 
tliat, (tome in the shape of the I’arliamcntaiy J)cclaration luomising her a “pi'W^<^'SHive 
realisation of responsible go\ernmtmt”, the stages iind times of which were to be 
d'^tormined by the Baiiiamcnt alone was not comforting to her mPi^wialisi as])iiations. 
And th(! Go\'ernnient of Imlia Act of llMb, winch is still in a •tiial lunciion thuiiu'i 
It has been, appa'cntly, broadened and amplitied jn some directions by a ic (mj, 
1‘aiiianieiitary St/atiilc, did not meet the wishes or exia'ctiiiions of India. By that 
Act dyarchy or a kind of dual responsibility was cstalilislnsl in tlie proiinecs, wlnue 
the ‘•nation-building’' subjects were ‘transferred’’ to Ministers (not responsible liow- 
ever to t!;o legislature), whilst the more important subjects were ^b'cscrvcd”. In 
[uadice the transference of certain subjects to Ministers (who were appointed by, 
iu'ld otli-c under the pleasure of, ainl weie responsible to, the (hivtu-noi) meant lilt]e 
more tliaii a cemplica'ion of the administrative inacliinery which bccaimg in consc- 
(pucnci', more cumbrouB and exjiensive. The Central Gi'Vi'rnnicnt conliinicd to icinain 
miilaiy under tin; sclieiiK!. The legislative bodies, both ])roviiieial and central, vv«‘ 'e 
expanded with noii-oflicial majoiities. hut this placed litthi ]) 0 wer, for eoiistriieiioii 
or (!\eu for olistruetion, in the iuinds of the ])opular partii'S. M'hilst the Iiheials 
]Mocee(lcd to work tin* scheme, the main body of nationalist forces, as represenied 
liy the Indian National Congress, would not lirst even look at it. But some time 
ia.tcr, under the guidance of Mr. C. R. Das and Bandit Motiial Nehru, a Swaraj 
B.irty, analogous to the {tresent Congress Barliamentary J’aity, was formed whlcli 
(■nteied tlie legislatures, both j)rovincial and central, iii telling numbers and by its 
obstruetioiiist tadies caused not a little embarrassmciit to those entrusted with* the 
work of day to day administration. In some iirovinees it was even able to “wreck” 
dyarchy for a time. Generally, liovvever, the systeii' has woiked, though not satisfac- 
toiily even according to official appreciation. Wa need not in ])arti(uilar refer to the 
unwelcome lalmuis of the All-White Statutory Simon Commission, to which even 
tlie liabitiially eo-opeialing liberals refused to land llieir (*o-o]'Crati()n. iMeanwhile 
the Congress ideology was becoming bolder day by day, and the Lahore session 
adopted a resoultion setting as the goal of India complete Indei)endenee or 
Burna Swaiaj A campaign of civil disobedience followed to create “sanctions 
under the leadeiBliip of Mahatma Gandhi who has been really at the helm of 
Congress affairs since tlie early twenties. The Round Table ulea wuis broached 
rather too late ; but Mahatma Gandhi after concluding, what is known as 
the Gandhi-Irwin Pact joined the Confereiu'c sulisequently. d'ho result of the 
deliberations of that body fell short of the Congress demand. And the Congress 
again withdrew its offer of co-operation. 



India in Home Polity 

Introduction 


The six montlis of tlio yc'ar lf)40 have opono'l before the woi’Ih 

prospects of hoi)elessness, of calastrophic changers, of the; o^ erturning of 
State's tliat liiive few ])aralli'ls in i^uunt liistury, in 
nf history of tlio WO] Id siiieo 1918 wlien the Fir-t 

France AVoi'ld War of the ‘2Utli ceiilnry carnc to an end. 

We arc ^^itnosscs to a sc-eno wherein tlie f(.n-e('S reh'iistd 
by the Freneli Hevolution may ho said to Ijavo come to giips with 
dietatorsliips, with “military socialism”, to use the words of Waites' 

Lippmsinn, one of tlie greatest of United Slafes puidicists. TJu; deh at 

and ca])itulation of France in the middle of disne, J 04(1, startled the 
World to a rcjlisation of the \ ast transfoi'ination tliat faces it. 

Counti’ies, frecmind unfree, peopd'.s, great and small, canielo lindei'stand 
by this de\ elo])inent that a new llieory and israeticc of Stale-life lla^'e 
come forward to successfully challenge those which had been familiar 
those one liundied and lift> years. In a x-igue, iinconseious way we 
fc.'lt that 'Franco liad stood foi’ the former, and tlsat her o\ ei'tlij'ow 

retpiircul of us a. new ha)?it of tliought ami action. Me]] and women 
who wore not l^reiicds, wiiom seas and oeoans separaterl fj'oin hVance, 
liad felt a strange kinshii) VvU]] this coiUTti’v' on the Atlantic^ herder of 
J'lui'ope. To many of 1 licm she had l)een tlse create]' of the mode]ii 
age, tlui pafli-hnder which lit the way in 1789 to a life of increasing 

sclf-rcsx>oct for an increasing numl)er of human heings. To iscoplcs 
sti'nggling to he nations, France lias lu'cn “the hist of nations, and 

luis remained tfic noi'in of nations.” To men and women who are 

aware of the fi'uiifiil movements of hnmaii liistiory, loanee has been :;n 
imepiiaition of world signihcanc('. This fei'ling found exiu’ession tlirongh 
tlie following lines of liudyard Kiiiling’s “Fi'ance”, written dui'ing the 
last war : 

“Broke to every known mischanee ; lifted over all 

By tlie li^lit, sane joy of life—the fiucklei oi the Gaul. 

Fill ions in luxury, Meicilesa in toil, 

'reriilile, with si length slic draws from her tiolcss soil. 

Strictest, jndee of her own worth, genllesl of man’s mind, 

First to lollow truth, and last to leave old truths behind ; 

France—beloved of eveiy soul that loves and serves its kind.” 


Tarious 

causes 


The hreak-down of sucli a erntro of the world’s ho])es, tho fountain¬ 
head of creative strcains of life, sent a thrill through the world. 8ineo 
tlu'n men of affairs, men of thought, ha^e lictii 
trying to understand and explain the causes of such a 
catah.troplie. They have spoken of the perfection of 
the German technique of war, of the “mental confu¬ 
sion, contradiction of feeling, indecisiveness, panic” that filled the Allied 
countries and characterized their h'adership. They have been stigma¬ 
tizing the activities of men and women who betrayed their countries, 
tlio self-interest and solf-resxiect of their nations to Nazi and F'ascist 
invaders. It has been held that the reason why within the short 
period of nine weeks Germany was able to over-run and over-throw Norway, 
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Denmark, Holland, Belgium and France was to 1)0 sought for and 
found not in the strength of Germany but in the disunity ot thoso 
defeated peoples. Explaining this change in further detail it has ])een 
assorted t]iat class antagonism has a])ovo everything else ])ecn res])on- 
sihle for the emergence of the “Quislings ”—1 he Bibhis(inf <—in tlie countries 
that have fallen under the Nazi onslaught. If what lias ])oen said of 
France as an explanation of her capitulation he the sample for other 
countries, tliat the masses in Franco did not feel il^at it ^Yas tlioir 
war”, that they were not ])rei)ared to I’isk tlieir life and limb foi' tlio 
l^enofit of “200 Families”, tluit tlio “200 Families” were i)r('parod to 
how down to tlio Nazis rather than make tlu'.ir ixaicc wiili tle'ir own 
people—if these inter})retatious he true, tlien we must revise our 
dehnitions of words like “patriotism” and loam aiH'.w tlio meanings 
imported into them l)y the Communist interpreters of social history. 

Wo can carry on a recriminatory controversy witli regard to the 
causes of Gorman success. But tlicre will lie a certain amount of 
economy of temiicr if we Ixi i)re]>ared to acre]it cei’tain 
The surrender fads of Flurojican life tlnit stare us in tlio face, 
of liberties 25,00,00,000 people in tliat continent have almost 
hloodlessly surrendered all guarantees ol iK'rsonal liberi\ , 
liave gone over to totalitarian governments”. lO'eo s])<a‘-ch, free press, 
free puldic meetings, the right of trial liy jury—these i-ighls, these 
intollodual and spiritual liherties—had been won h>' them tlirougli 
struggles during about two centuries. In economic life, the- system ot 
free jirivato enterprise had been mucli jirized—the right of men and 
women to choose their own callings, to acajuiro and letaintho fruits of 
their labours for the security of their families and of their old ag(u But 
men and women in Europe have given up this “democrac> ” in political 
and economic life as they came to desjiair of the arrangenumts made 
lor solving the })roblenis—jiolitical, economic and social—that today 
infest their life. They gave up hope of any way out excagit by the 
acceptance of a dictator who might force a way tlireugh “the labyrinth 
of dilhculties in which democracy seemed to have lost itself”. As 
Herbert Hoover, ex-lTcsident of tlie United States, Mr. IhioseveU’s 
predecessor at the White House at Washington, luis said in courpo 
of an article in the American Mercanj, 

“...tlic Btuiicndous revolution in idctts anu government in these many 
nations had been made at the will of the jicoglc tiiemselves. I)ictatoiHhi]) was 
welcomed as relief fiom eoiifnsion, and was established by ])Owei-8 conferred by 
parliamentary leaders or confirmed by electoral action. Every impoitant dictator 
in Europe to-day obtiiined his light to ride by legal delegation from oncc-sclf- 
governing peoples. JAberty ccmniitted sui.ddc.” 


The question has naturally to be asked—why did men and women 
wlio and whose predecessors had suffered and sacrificed for democracy 
and liberty, wdiy should they fed impelled to sacrifice 
^^^conscious^** tradition, to go back on a great human endeavour, 

interests their bosom the dictatorship that denies 

these and rejects their amenities ? It has to he 
recognised that none of those peoples started or accepted dictatorships 
with the intention of sacrificing democracy and liberty. It was when 
“free government” failed to ensure order, discipline and productivity that 
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a dictator was set up. A study of the rise of Nazism supports this 
thesis. It has boon suggested that 

“...the single-party form of government (as it obtains in Germany) is 
really a vehicle for the ]>olitical self-assertion of a hitherto f)olitically and 
impotent social class—the lower ranks of the white-col aied and black-coated 
of our modern western, url)an, society. Hitherto this lower middle class has 
been crushed between the u]>i>er mill-slonc of organised ca])ital and the lower 

mill-stone of organised labour.To-day this class, driven to desi>ei'atiou by the 

sharpness of the turn of the screw during economic crisis is retaliating.by 

sweeping the old ])oli(ical machines away . .. in order to create its own new¬ 
fangled ]ioliti(ral instrument for making itself master of the Stale in a nuked 
class warfare with capital on one side and labour on the other.”—/'omi/n 
Affairs [A nicrican Quartcrlij). Aprils 1IJ34. 

This economic interpretation cannot be accepted as adequate, as it 
does not explain all the discontents and dissatisfactions of the modern 

world. Philosophers like Banodetto Croce and Bertrand 

Despair ot 19th Busscl, publicists like Walter Lippinann, and scholars 
Prof. Joad, to speak of only a few, have all 

tried to understand and explain the various factors, 

material and mental, that have contributed to the making of the 

crisis tliroiigh which the world has been ])assing. All seem to be 

agreed that we are witnessing “a return to unreason”, an “;ibandonment 
of reason”, a “despair of 19th century pure science.” Why should 

tlio Buropoan mood of high hopes, of belief in the inevitability and 
pernuinence of progress—hopes and beliefs created by science—why should 
those have faded and weakened ? These questions raise debates and contro¬ 
versies that add to the confusion of the modern age. klen and women are 
afraid and territiod as they sense the inadequacy of present contrivances 
to ensure them equality, employment, and x^eace. And in their fear 
they set up dictators who will save them from the contlicds and competitions 
of modern life. This seeking for protection in beings other than 

ourselves is a natural human instinct. Euroi)e which one World War 

has left distracted and weak, and another threatens with conqdete 

chaos, Europe weakened ])y the loss of Asiatic markets, by x)Overty, 
faction and revolutionary changes, appears to be sounding a retreat, 

and retiring into reservations where dying races lick their wounds. 

Students of tendencies of modern thoughts and activities have been 
striking these pessimistic notes. The present war which Germany and 
Italy have been claiming to wage so that a new 

‘‘A philosophy Europe and a new world may be re-built on the ruins 
in flames” of “plutocratic democracy” has to ho accepted as the 
death xrings of one pattern of conduct and the birth 
pangs of another. Wo have indicated above certain of the features of 
this vast change. The masses in all countries are anxious and appre- 
lumsive except those who have been made class-conscious. The classes 
which supplied the rulership of countries have become aware that “A 

philosophy is in flames, a way of life is in peril.”, to quote the words 

of Mr. Wendell Willkie, Bepublicaii candidate put forward for the 
iTosidency of the United States of America. This awareness that the 
war in Europe and its consequences will affect and influence all peoples 
in the world, that a revolution in ideas and ja'actices is imminent not 
only among belligerent peoples, is a development which has been made 
possible by the technological improvements in the contrivances of inter- 
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communication. These have made the world smaller, brought the 

countries physically and mentally nearer to one another, and rubbing 
against one another. This nearness and rubbing generates lioat. There¬ 
fore is it that the conquering march of Totalitarianism has sent dread 
and uneasiness to the major part of the world. This is at the back 
of the words of Mr. Wendell Willkie about the philosophy and practice 
to which they had been habituated being “in flames”. This philoso])iiy 
and practice began with the Reformation in Euro]H', the revolt against 
Roman Catholicism, i)opularly known as Protestantism and its otTshoots 
or branches-—Lutheranism and Calvinism. This philosophy and practice 
was built on the idea of the individual’s unique relation with God, 
sei)aratc from one another, while the old philosoi)hy and practice had 

sought individual good in a society reaching contentment through the 

associated work of all. This ‘individualism in I’oligion bid insensibly, 
if not ([uito logically, to an individualist morality.” While the old 
ideal had been inspired by the belief that man must seek his fulfilment 

and salvation as a member of society, the new" inspired the belief that 
man and w'oman as individuals must stand face to face wdtli the “Groat 
Taskmaster” and w"rost from the ‘ Dread Mystery” his or her salvation. 
Ry an inner urge of the logic of this belief, the individual was taught 
to believe and act on the belief that in the unavoidable conllici.s and 
competitions of existfsneo in the material and tho spiritual fields, lie 

must fight for himself and forge ahead by himself. Erom this analy- 's 

the late Prof. Dicey was led to indicate the manner in which “th ■ 

appeal of the Evangelicals to personal religion corresponds w"ith tho 

appeal of Eenthamito Liberals to individual energy”. 

It is this individualism that is being chalbmged and attacked liy 

tho rise of Totalitarianism. Democratic and liberal States have 
recognised this threat at long last, and accepted tho 
Appreciation ol challenge. They appear to have lost in the first 

Imperialism round. The hordes of Nazi Germany rolling over 

Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, and Erance 
testify to this defeat. Tho British Eminro and the United States of 
America are thus left as tho last upholders of ‘free ocononiy” in State, 
in economic life. Tho former, aft.er the debach' in Erance, has been 
fighting alone against the totalitarian tendency, and tho LJnitcKl States 
has been helping her in all manner of w-ays short of actual participa¬ 
tion in the war. It is not material ties alone that have bound those 
twm peoides. They are inheritors of common traditions, and if world 
developments arti any help to our understanding of the future of 
international politics, it (*an bo said with a certain amount of precision 
tliat there is a community of “ultimato destiny” between the United 
States of Ameuica and the British Dominions including Britain. It is 
this community of iubu'csts, of habits of life and thought, that has 

been moving the former to help the latter in the W'ay she has been doing in 
this supreme crisis of Ijcr life. The public men and the publicists of the “Now' 
Vv orld” have been declaring that Britain, the British Navy, has been 
their first line of defence, that any weakening of these will throw on 
their own shoulders added responsibilities for the defence of their material 
and Bi)iritual liberties. They have at long last come to acknowledge 
their debt to Britain which since the days of George Canning has been 
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standing guard over these as against the rising imperialisms of Europe. 
The Monroe Doctrine (1823) was inspired from the Britisli Foreign 
cilice. By adopting it the United States lias lieen ahlo to snccessfi/lly 
maintain for one hundred years and more ‘a s-lend id and very iruexpen- 
sivo isolation”. The events of April, May and Juno of 1940 have 
])lacod the ports of J^iuropo from Narvik to Brest at the dis])osal of 
Germany and creattul doiihts wliether or not Britain will ])e aide to 
maintain the proud position that has heen liers lor aliout 400 hundred 
xears as the mistress of the seas. So that every country whotlicr in 
the w^est or east, nortli or south, has heen feeling tiiat iscdalion or a 
hermit existenco has l:) 0 conie imjiossihlc. that eitli-er for oU’ence or for 
defence tlie peoples have to light or to go totaiit:iiian, bow down to 
d’otalitariaiis oi tiio various lirands—Communism or Natiunal Socialism 
or Fascism or the “Imperial Way” of Jai):ui. 


Threatened hy this choice the present war has boon becoming one 
of id.eologies. And we in lulia, whether we like it or not, cannc't 
escape the conseipienccs of this W’ar. dTiongh the 
^^nited majority of the people of India know iKithing of the 

States. Belormalion in Euro[)e and of its coriscspueices, tin’s 

ignorance or unconcern have not saved tlcun from the 
social, economic and })ulitical ctfects of that cut. British methods 
of administration and cnlighttuiment liavo disnj])tefl tlie moulds of 
India’s traditional hf(\ and luivo tried to make three or f(,)ur generations 
of Indians in the image of Europeans. I-lveri free natiems other th;ai 
J'iuro))can or American—Japan for instance—have succunil)ed to the good 
Of evil intlucnccs of the Euro-American pattern. This has been so 
for the last two hundred >ears. And in the middle of the 20lh 

enitury we are fa>‘e to face with Totalitarianism and its tln’oat to 
the integrity of civilise.d life as it has evolved under liic iinxaict of 
modern sciene.e and te.chnology. The of Trance has brought 

tliis threat nearer to our doors. Ami the ernelty oi the situation iliat 
confronts ns has been made Utter hy tho, xioliey adoptial liy the 
Jlritish Govc'rnment in relation to liulia’s capacity fur ielf-defence 
against internal discord and external attaiT;. The most ['ow’crful and 
the richest nation of the world xiuhlicly expresses f> ar of tlie Totalitarian 
menace centred in IFirope : 

‘ Sin(‘e r.)J4 Ihitish coinmand of ilic seas has been giavely ehallenged, 
.and the period of our Bpleudid isolalioii has ended. Vto now lace I lie prospect, of 
alone in a iieiuisphere of weak States amid a world of gigantic coiKpiering 
mililary States. Within tlie OTl)it of our inlluence and iiite/es!s i'loni /Maska 
to the Notheilaml Indies and from Canaila to Jirazil. lie lands whose imtnral 
wealth is surpassed only by their small I'-opulatioiis and leeble defeiues...’’(Walter 
Jappman in Ltfc, a fk k A weekiy) 


WTien United Slates i)u])lic men and ]m])Iicists can sjie'Tc and write like 
tliis, exiwess th dr fears in language like this, what laugiuig.Umt iiiat of 
lielplessncss and resentment at their owm h( l[)lessncss 
^^chy— uttered hy Indians ? To understand this psycho- 

MaUyanyaya logy of despair one has but to go over the map of 
the East Mediterranean area, of Aralda, Iraq, Iran and 
Afghanistan in the west of India, over the map of ]ndo-China, Thai¬ 
land (Siam) Burma and the islands, big and small, to the south and 
south-east of those countries. It has become a common-place with 
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Dritisli politicians and journalists to draw our attention to tlie fact 
that if the defences built u}) by Dritain in the l^last Mcditerranoaii 
area and round about the Malaya Arcliipclago break down under the 
])ressuro of ltalo-Cicrnian-Ja])aneso attacks, no country in Africa and 
southern Asia will ))g innnuno from anarchy, from t])o 

condition in whicli big fish eat up tlio smaller ones. The thesis tliat 
India has licr effective frontiers in blg\pt, in the Suez Canal area and 
in Ikilestino and in tlio Mid Pacific, that for the defence of India 
tlie shilns (juo in these areas has to lie maintained and strengthemed, 
we are told, is justitied as tlie full imiilications of the victory of 
Cermany in llurope are bc‘ing soaked into the minds of the iieoiile, 
near and far. It may apjiear as a strange and sinister commentary 
on the ])olitical conscience of modereii humanity tluit for the defence 
of Iiaiia countries as far as 2,000 or 2,500 miles distant from it 
should have to ha^’e station-'d in their territories aliem armies and tlie. other 
a])paratus('.s of war, that the national self-respect of hlg>'ptians, Pales¬ 
tinians, Arabs, Jraips, Iranis, Afghans, of Indo-Chinese, of Thailanders, 
and of Ihirmans should have to be tramiiled ujiGn so that India may slrep 
and work in peace and with lionour ! 

The theory of the State that draws sustcmance from luological 
research a^ lireserited in Darwin’s Or/(jiof Species did not support 
the validity of the idea, of the world-view, that there 
was a natural harmony of interests as lietwmen nations, 
deBtruction classes and groups. It sustained on the other hand 

the idea that the powerful were justified in trampling 
over the less powerful. Therefore the developments in l'airo])e w'herein 
we find Pritain and Germany struggling for the hegemony over Europe 
have opened out the flood-gates of vast changes that threaten to dis 
turb our peace of mind, of our habits. The destrud-ive tendencies 
inherent in the situation, the sure destruction of many things that 
we prize most, w'e can no longer ignore. A co]item])lation of this dark 
side of things has become habitual to the modern w'orld since PJII and 
the years that have followed it. But it is in human natui-e to try to 
detect the silver linings in the lianks of clouds that overspnaid the 
sky. So, amidst the encireding gloom of destruction of life and property, 
of the instruments of civilised life, of the l)eautiful and imposing 
necessities and luMiries built up by sci(mco, amid these disheartening 
circumstances, one may try to detect signs and indications of pur¬ 
poses or possibilities of construction in this welter of passions and 
hatreds, of ambitions and conceits. Every body in this war-scarred world 
has been thinking and talking and writing of a ‘new order” to be esta¬ 
blished on soil made fertile by the blood and tears of men, women 
and children. Mr. Cliamherlain as British Premier has spoken of such 
a “new order”; Herr Hitler has also rex)eatcd tlie phrase ; in the oast 
of Asia Japan has been bleeding herself to bring nearer such a 
“divine event”. Most of us have been made cynics and societies by 
the hollow words uttered by kings and caiitains. But without invest¬ 
ing these words with a su])ernatural virtue that transubstantiates their 
whole meaning, we can yet detect a purj^ose and a possibility in the 
X)resent war. Alfred Rosenberg, one of the prophets of the Nazi cult, 
has indicated this in the following words : 
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“It (Germany) is against an unholy division of the old and venerable 

European continent into dozens of i)igmy States.” 

Hermann Rauelmigg in his book— Voice of Desh'iiction —has quoted 
Ilerr Hiller as saying ; 

“In addition to the Greater Germany resting on Austria, Czechoslovakia 

and Western Poland, there will be an alliance of.vassal h^tates with no army, 

no sej)arate policy, no separate ceonomy . ” 

“I shall have a Western Union of Holland, Flanders and Northern France, 
and a Northern Union of Denmark, J-^weden and Norway.” 

“There will be an alliance of.Hungary, the Balkan States, the Ukraine, 

the Volga Basin, Georgia.” 


Tho forlunos 
appoar to show 

Central and 
West Europe - 
German sphere 


of tho puosont war, as those stand in Juno, 1940, 
that tlio ])ohtical map of Huropo, of Central Fjuropo, 
drawn up by Horr Hitler in 1934, is near realisation. 
A domination that stretchos from Norway to Franco 
may ho accepted as tho ground-work of tho future of 
the centre of tlie continent of Euro])©. If Herr Hitler 
attempts to give practical shape to liis Houtli-Eastern ambitions, ho will 
como into conflict with Kiissia. Wo do not as yet know how the Roman 
anil)itions of tlio li.alian dictator will he fulhlled, how ho proposes to 
recover those territories of the Roman Empire wdiicli border on tho 
Mediterranean Sea. As tho politics of power (which moans all politics) 
require a balance of forces, it is lia])le to change and is always tending 
to change. In tho present case Britain as tho upholder of things as 
they liave Ix'on since tho days of Queen Elizal)eth, as the upholder 
of tho balance of power in Europe, has l)oon cliallengod to make room 
for a new balance of i>o<ver in which the smaller States of Europe 
X)ossossing tlio formal attributes of sover(Mguty will have to bo like 
saiiollites to Ceriuany. This is one M(ui'Uil, sphere of influence, political 
and eccjnoniic, tliat one can ]ioint out to as rising a})OV 0 the horizon 
of Europe. AnoUier will ho revolving round Soviet Russia tho 

extent and dimension of wliich is as yet unknown. 


The United 
or ruling power 

United States— 
Mamldlf’swar of 

Anglo-Saxon world 


States of America is tho third Mamlalcswar, chief 
of a sphere of influence. Geography has sketched this 
sphere wliich will include the countries of the two 
Americas. But a bigger destiny appears to be awaiting 
her—that of tho leadership of tho Anglo-Saxon world, 
of the English-speaking world. Public men and publicists, 
authors and journalists, liave been xiointing out to the signs and portents of 
such a development for more than a decade, since tho end of the last 
war. We in India whom historical forces and our own weaknesses 
have brought within tho orbit of the British Mamlal, are affected 
by such a re-grouping and re-arrangement of world forces. In 1927 
FVank Simonds writing in the of the Awerican lie mew of 

Hevlews could write : 


“Looking at the map, it is clear that there is every geographical reason 
why we may one day become the centre of the English-speaking world.” 

Ludwoll Denny in his book x'^^blisliod in 1930— Atnenca Conquers 
Britain —was more lyrical : 

The ‘Americanisation’ of Europe and the far places of the earth advances. 

We were Britain’s colonies once. She will be our colony before she is done, 
not in name but in fact. Machines gave Britain power over the world. Now, better 

13 
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maohinefl arc piivinp: America power over the world...What chance has Britain 
against America And what chance has the world 

The Woj-ld War II of tlio 20Lh century, the defeat of Franco and 
the threat to Britain’s life held over her by Germany, appear to bo 
hastening the approach of that day. As the German 
long-range guns, have been thundering from 

& Britaiu Franc.e agaiimt the sliores of Britain, as German airplanes, 

boml)ers and fighters, have beven roaring over Britain, 
burling thiough the air deatli and destruction over Britain, tbo 
conviction has been stremgthening in the minds of the ruling classes of 
both the countries, the LTiiited States and Ih’itain, that the two Brnglish- 
speaking democracies “will have to bo somewhat mixed up togfdher in some 
of their affairs foi’ mutual and gem'ral advanta,ge”, to quote the words 
of the present J3i-itish Bremier, Mr. Winston Ghurcliill. This **mixing 
up” is no n'WV piienomenon. Writers on inter-national relationship, on 
that existing ])otween Britain and the United States, have often said 
that though in the material ])lanes there has been the keenest competi¬ 
tion between the dollar and the stc'.rling, in the realm of the sjurib 
there has existed “a deep sense of family security” b--tween idle two peoples ; 
that “ins])ite of the lack of demonsti’ativeness, it (the Ilnglish i)osition in 
the heart of the United Rtat(;s) is liased on the solid foiirulation of family 
relationshi]).” Andre Siegfried, the French author, in his Annn'ica Conics 
(if A(jc (11)30) has discussed with French clarity and insight the many 
influences, past and present, that have been strengthening the bonds be¬ 
tween the two countries. Though it was from British control that the 
Thirteen Colonies on the Atlantic border of the United States broke away 
about one hundred and sixty years back, the life of the country has been 
built upon British ti'aditions of faith, upon kindred institutional arrange- 
iiKUits in Church and State. Though the country is a cauldron of races 
of various colours—white, black and yellow—-belonging to various linguis¬ 
tic groui)S, though there are more than 50 lakhs of German and 30 lakhs 
of Italian descent, yet up till now the dominant classes have been 
Anglo-Saxon. As an exam])le it may bo stated that C5\c(;pt Van Buren 
and the two Iloosevelts there has been no Pn;sident since George 
Washington who did not belong to the Protestant Anglo-Bcottish 
lineage ; these tln'eo intai bear Dutch names. Andj’e Siegfried has also 
told us tliat there appear to be a “sort of sec,ret doctrine”, handcid 
down from father to son, tliat the United States should remain 
“Protestant and Anglo-Saxon”; this tradition “guarantees for Britain 
an undisputi-d and i)iivilt'ged i)osition” in the life of the greatest 
Republic of the modcJ n world. 


The victorious march of Germany over Western Europe has made 
prominent the inter-dependanco of Pj-itiain and the; [Tinted States. What was 


British 
Dominions 
& U. S. A. 


living in the unc-onscioiis cn* subconscious rc'gion of the 
mind of the two people-s has come to the region of the 
intellccit where it is being rationalised ; the political, 
the economic, and the cultural ties that bound 


them are being consciously woviui alresh into new xiJittorns of 
conduct in the conflicts and competitions of our age. The British 
Empire has a population of 50 crores of whom more than 40 crores 
are non-European, non-white, non-Christian. From certain points of 
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view these 40 croros and more may he of greater value to Britain 
than “the self-governing” ])a}‘ts of In^r Empire ; the material resources 
of the “(loponduit Empire” of Biitain are ni(ire am])le and varied 
than tliose of the J>oininions. fhit infMe-mitional v cnni hralions, tlie intensity 
of imperialistic rivali-y, have appreciated the valnii of these Dominions 
in the market-place of affairs. As centres of Aiii^lo-Saxon life these 
have secured the sym])athy anrl support of the Ended States. Plvon 
Britain’s imperial statesmen liavc come to leolise tliis. One of thcmi 
is 'General Jan Smuts, Bi'enner of tlie South African Union, a man 
of Boer descent who foiiglit Lord h“o])erts and Lord Kitchner in the 
opening years of the present c('ntury foi- the defence ol the Boer 
Eepublics. Speaking at tlie KoAal Institute of International Affairs 
on the 12tli November, EJ34, he said : 

Doiniiiions have ever bI longer alliliations towards the United States than 
Great Lritain huH. d’hcrc is a coninuinity of outlook, ot interests, and peihai)H of 
ultimate dcsliny between the DoniiniuiiB and the Uidled Stales,” 


This idea has been elaborated in many a book by many an 

author, friendly or unfi-ic'iidly to Britain. Take tlie case of the 
Dominions one by one, and it will be easy to acco])t 

The^P^iJic tlie truth of (Lsieral Smuts’ deelaration. I'lconomically 

'sphere som’ally Eanada may bo said to bo the northern 

extension of tiie United States. And though the 

tw^o countries belong to tw'o State r> stems, the alisenee of a jiroperly 
drawn up frontier line between them seems to have lief n a prophetic 
provision liv Nature and man for tlieii* evi'iitual assimilation. As we 
wmite, a joint Defi-nce P>oLird has ht-en constituti-d by the Governments 
of the tw'o countries wdiieh ma.y he intc'iiireted as tlie prefatory step 
to the development liintoil at aliove. Ausiralia and New Zealand and 
Tasmania and the Jd'itish jiossessions in tlie vast expanse of the 
Pacific Ocean are pliysically nearer to the Ifiiited States than to 
Britain. Australian public men and publicists declare that their 
country have to solve ]irol)b;ms of rei-onstruction and development 

similiar to those of the Uniterl States. One of these, the principal 

of these, is the building uj) of a “AVJiito Australia” just as the 

United States is engaged in consolidating the position of the white 

man in the new world. The fear ol the rising Imperialism ol Japan 
has found an ecdio in the high places of the Unified States ; the 
ruling classes of the country liave made no secret of their sympathy 

with Australian aspiration, of their appreciation of Australian fear. 
Sir Auckland Gi'ddes, a member of the British War Cabinet during 
World Whir I, drew attention to this fact in course of an address 
delivered at a meeting of the English-spi akiiig Inion(l924): 

“I'hose who look out on the rHcifn^ feci tli.at in Washington theie is an 
instinctive uiulcrslanding of tlicir dillicnlties vhich they liave laboiiously to ex[)laiu 

in Bowning ^^ticct.It oltcn ha]'| ens tlint, wlicn our llominions hiok to ns here, 

there is no syiniiathctic answei, no nndeistanding, and they look to Washington, 
and Washington is not devoid of eyes and looks at them.” 

The realisation of this kinship, of a community of “ultimate destiny”, 
has become vivid again with the progress of the present war. But 
“The Jubilee Poem” feeling. Lt aders of British thought and 

life, both m Britain and the United States, have been 
consciously working for this consummation for about half a century 
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since the rise of Germany and the development of German industry 
during the last two decades of the 19th century. A French historian, 
Elie Halevy, in the History of the English People has interpreted the 
state of mind of Britain, mirrored in the Jul)iloe Poem (1897) of 
Bud yard Kii)ling, as one of fear, growing conscious of the mortality of 
empires”, and praying for a special dispensation in the case of Britain. 
He quoted the following linos to drive home his point : 

“Far-called, oiir navies melt away. 

On dune and headland sinks the lire ; 

Lo, all our ])om)) of yesterday 
Js one with Nineveh and Tyre 1 
Judge of the Nations, sj^are us yet, 

Lest we forget—lest we forget 1” 


It was during this period and under the influence of tin’s fear, that 
British and American tliinkers and statesimm, loaders of finance 
and industry, licgan to think of stabilising Anglo- 
Dream and Saxon supremacy by somo soi't of an arrangement as 

Bcheme of Anglo- been arrivt'd at under tlie stiess of the iire- 

Saxon world sent war by which tlio United StaJes lias been 

domination leased certain air and naval bases in JBritish ti'ri’itories 

in the neighbourhood of tho new world. A biography 
of Cecil Bbodes, an empire Imilder in Africa, has desciilied bow bo 
proposed in 1891 to finance an oi-ganisation, “a Society”, the object 
of which “was to bo the establishment of wcu’ld p(',aco by tlie union of 

Great Britain and the United States.” Tho American Admiral A. T. 

Mahan, author of I'he InfUunicc of Sca-Poivcr on Hislonj was com¬ 

missioned by Andrew Carnagie to write an article in support of such 
a ])ropaganda—‘ to i)romote rapprochement between tho two nations. ’ 
It appeared in the Norlh-Atncricuii ]\cricw (1894) entitled-—“Possibilities 
of an Anglo-American Be-union.” Mrs. Annie Besant in her Anci(’'.vt 
Ideals i'll Modern. Life {liK)]) spoke of the “dawn” of a “vast Teutonic 
world-empire, formed by the i^lnglisb and their Colonies, with their lingo 
off-sboc^t, the United States, bound in close alliance.” This world-emjiiro 
will be “the next to dominate humanity”. At that, time the Germans, 
a Teutonic peo])le, cousin to the Anglo-Saxon, were not excluded fi<nn 
their place in the scheme of world domination. Tlie Bbodes Scholar¬ 
ships of the value of £250 a year which enabled jiromising scholars 
of tho “self-governing countries” of the British Fiiqiire and of the 
United States to finish their education in the universities of Britain 
were made available to German scholars as w^ell, so that tho future 
leaders of the Anglo-Saxon and of tlie chief of the Teutonic countries 
might grow up together with like minds and kindred ambitions. Cocil 
Bbodes’ ambition and Mrs. Besant’s prophecy appear to be nearing 
fulfilment, but not exactly in the way they schemed for. Germany 
has not been able to co-operate in the enterprise. 


The discussion carried so far leads to the conclusion that Britain 
may have to yield place to the United States as leader, guide and 
protector of the Anglo-Saxon world. She may agree 
^Middle** either to retire on pension or retire to a junior place 

East ill f^ho partnership that will be conducting the business. 

How this prospect will affect the fate and fortune of 
the “dependent” parts of the British Empire is more than one can 
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say. The Mediterranean which the world has been taught to regard 
as the “life line” of the British Empire has, with Italy’s entry 
into the war on the side of Germany, with France’s retirement 
from the fight, become one of the priucip.d theatres of the war. 
The British Navy wliich was conccrntrated round about Britain will 
have a part of it transferred to the Westi'rn and Eastern Mediterranean. 
The Anglo-French Army of about 5 lakhs wdiiedi bad been collected 
in Syria is dispersed to-day, and Britain has to make fresh arrangements 
for the defence of her special intt*.rests in Pal- stine, in the Suez Canal, 
in Egypt, for the continuation of free communication through the Ked 
Sea. Though tliero was some sort of a treaty fadweem the Eranco- 
British allies and Turkey ])roviding for mutual b(dp to each otlau’, 
the six iijonths of FJK) have not seen any developmcmt tliat would 
promise any closer relation ])etween the western lk)wers, and the 
guardian of the Bosi)borus. Turkey has kei)t neutral. Ender other 
circumstances she might have been hustled into the war by Anglcj- 
French inducements. But she lias been ke]>t straight, kept lialancing 
on the tight rope of diplomacy, by the tlireat or the friendship of 
Soviet Eussia. As we write, tlie two Axis Bowers do not appear 
to be anxious to make tilings lium in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Germany has been hammering on Britain from her new vantage 
grounds secured in northern Fraco, in Belgium, in Holland. And 
under Mr. Cliurchiirs ins[)iring and vital leadership Britain has been 
gallantly standing up against the of (Germany’s strongest 

arm of offence—the bomber and the lighter planes. British jiositions 
in the Near and Middle East, in Egypt, Jkilestine, the Suez Canal 
Zone, the Aden Brotectorate, the llardamaut ajipoar to ho tightly 
held ; British retirement from British Somaliland does not aiipear to 
have interfered much wdtli movements of British troopships through 
the neck of the Straits of Behelmandeh. B'rom Australia, from New 
Zealand, from Tasmania and from India have been moving a 
continuous stream of help in men and matciials to strengthen the 
forces that under General Wavell have lieeii preiiaring themselves to 
meet the full blast of Italian attacks from land and sea and air on 
Egypt, on the Sudan, on Balestine, from bases in the islands of the 
Mid-Mediterrane n, from the Dodecannese Islands, from Lytiia and 
Abyssinia, d here are possibilities hc're of danger that may force its 
way to the shores of India if during the wdnter months the combined 
forces of Germany and Italy are able to break tJirougli tlio frontiers 
of India newly discovered or invented in the deserts of North Africa, 
on the shores of the Mediterranean and of the Black Sea. 

These possibilities lie, may appear to lie, six months ahead. But 
during the opening months of 1940 there was a danger that the xMlies 
themselves might bo driven to extend the war to the 
Suggested attack Midddle East by attacking Soviet Eussia. The Finnish 

Russia adventure luid inflamed inter-national feeling and opinion 

against Eussia. The attack on this tiny country by 
Eussia had pricked the many pretensions of the Socialist Bopublic ; 
and even the idealists among thinkers who are generally sympathetic 
to the Soviet experiments in social and economic life have found it 
difficult to justify the attack on Finland, to find reasons for this out- 
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rage on decency in international relationship. Crusaders from far and 
near, even from Germany and Italy, Ix'gaii to trickle into Finland 
to help this David to light the Goliath among the nations of the 
modern wmrld, to lielp 50 lakhs of peoplo pitted against 17 crores. 
Added to tins cxas])erafion was the helu'f in the Allied countries 
that Russian help in the shape of the raw inateriiils of certain war 
industries, the How of Russian oil, was enabling Germany to stand 

the hlocdvade or to mitigate or to nidlify its paralysing eff(3cts. In 

this climate of feeling and opinion it did not, therefore, come as a 

surprise that in the British IVess should he canvassed the imoposal 
that Soviet Russia should he invaded either from the north through 
Finland or fi om the south through Iraq. Mr. IIore-Belisha, the War Minis¬ 
ter of Britain during the first few months of the present war, suggested the 
first ; “Scrutator” in the Sii/K/ai/ Times pointed out that 

‘‘Air-raids on ll/ikii from advance points in Mosid would, if sncccssfiil, go 
near ending the war and would be a far less risky operation than an attack on the 
Siegfried Line.” 

This show of feeling, however, did not lead to any positive action 
on the part of the Anglo-French Allies. One of the reasons for 
this reticence might have been the unwillingness or 

refusal of Turkey to join in any such adventure. 

Without Turkish help an attack on Russia was not 

to 1)6 thought of. There is an “escape” clause in the 

additional protocol to the Tripartite Agreement between Turkey on 
the one part and Britain and France on the other, which reserved to 

Turkey the right to refuse to follow any policy that would commit 
her to any action whoso effects and consequences might create a 

state of war between her and Russia. These two countries had been 

friends since the dchdcle of M'orld War I of the 2()th century. It 
is on record that it was Russian help that enabled Turkey to throw 

out Greece from Asia 1STinor when the latter country was led to 
laun(di her attack at the instigation and with its support of the Idoyd 
George Government. The jirotocol in the Tripartite AgreeriK-nt has 
thus served the cause of peace in the Middle Fast for a few months 
at least. Mdieii the invasion of Soviet h’ussia was suggested France 
was intaeff, Italy was ohstTving peaceful helligorancy, the Mediterrantain 
Sea, east and west, was a peaceful i)athway of trade, Turkey was 

w'atchful. These factors coinbini d to i)rcscrve the peace for this part 
of the world. But with the iall of France, with the entry of Italy 

into the war, watchfulness has been intensified, anxiety has been 
heightened in the council chamhers of Statijs, in the homos of the 

common man. Ilie exploits of German tankers, of German bombers, 
that w’restod victory from the finest army of the modern world, 
appeared to be coming nearer to the shores of the Arabian Sea and 
of the Indian Ocean. The month of dune, 1940, has thus become 

a landmark in the history of Furopo. But we in India who had 

with painful suspense been W'otching e\ents in Europe and had been 

hoping that the war in Europe will reach its finale in Europe, we 
were jostled to turn our eyes to a new danger from a new direction, 
from the East, emanating from another empire which since 1904 had 
been known as the “Britain of the East”. 


Turkey 

halts 

it 
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The fall of France 
deadliest peril in her 


Inter-change of 
masterH In the 
Pacific area 


fortunes of war in Furui)e. 
the Anglo-French allies in 
the world over, the h'oreign 
in course of a statement 


has left Britain alone in Europe to face the 
history. Her possessions and colonies, her 
protectorates and Dominions, dispersed over the seven 

seas, bocame o])jects of attack and of desire to the 

rising imperialisms in Asia and Eure po which had 
])een watching witli envy tlio wealth and glory of 

this tiny island in the nort-west corner of lOuropo. We have indicated 
above how British interests anti British honour have found a new 

defender in United States of America. Wo have no doubt that 

in other parts of the world, specially in the islands, big and small, 
in the Pacific Ocean, the United States would he acting the part of 

the fairy god-mother to British and Dutch inL( 3 rests. The defence 
arrangements of the Dutch East Indies, of Britain in South East 
Asia, in the islands and })eninsulas of the Mid-Western Pacific and 
the Bidian Ocean, centred at the Singapore Base, will be made 

available to tlio naval and air forces of the United States. It does 
not require much ctfort of imagination to detect the source of possible 
attack on these assets that had been made almost m.isterless by the 

As soon as the nows of the disaster to 

Europe were fashed over the ether all 

Minister of Japan, Mr. Ilachiro Arita, 

made to representatives of the Foreign 
Press gathered in his jrarlour made a declaration tliat had reference 
to the future of the areas under discussion. Said ho : 

“The Japanese (loveriiment cannot but be deeply concerned over any develop¬ 
ment acconi])anyin^ the agaiavalion of the war in Eiirc)j)e that may affect the 
status quo of the Netherlands Indies.” 

Quick came the reaction to this declaration from tlie United States 
Secretary of State, President Poosevelt’s Foreign Secretary, I\Ir. 
Cordell Hull, 

“Intervention in the affairs of the Nelhcilands Tndlos or any alteration of 
their status quo by other than ])eaecful i>roe,cssea would be ])reiiKUeial to the cause 
of t-tahiUty, peace and security not only in the rcj^ion of the Aetheilaiids Indies, 
but in the entire I’ueifc area.” 

Both those declarations speak of the maintenance of the sf(it?is 7//0 
in the areas ; they make plain the value attached to the islands both 
])olitically and oc^momically ])y Japan and United 
States. Economically their value is indicated by the 
fact that th( 3 y produced 94 per cent of the world’s 

rub])or, 75 per cent of tin, 21 per cent of tungsten, 
27 per cent of manganese, 95 per cent of quinine, and 100 per cent of 
the Manila fbre. The particular interest of the indiisti’ialists of ilie 
United States in the Netherlands Indies, in British Malaya is attest¬ 
ed to by the fact that the former supplied 3,77,000 tons of rubber and 
the latter 3,75,441 tons—50 per cent of the world’s supply—to the 
United States. This is a single instance of the vast possibilities that 
lie in the surface and underground resources of this region. To take 
individual countric 3 S. The western Malaya States and the islands of 

Bangka and Billiton produce 75 per cent of the world’s tin ; they 
and the areas near them yield more petroleum than all the rest of 

the Far East. An American writer has summarised their value by 

saying that “the greatest concentration of natural wealth runs down 


The wealth 
of the 
East Indies 
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the narrow scimifcar of Malaya, Sumatra, Java, and uji to the east 
coast of Bonioo/’ Ho lias also said that if tliis area fell witliin the 
spli ( 3 r 0 of iufluonce of a Tofcaliatarian State with its theory and practice 
of “government monopoly”, the industries of the United States, de¬ 
pendent on tlioso areas for certain of their essential raw materials, 
can a[)prehond injury to themselves. The threat of such a development 
will com])el the United States to organise for self-defence, politically and 
economically, on new lines, maintaining perhaps ‘essential liberties but 
sacrificing many lilierties” to which her people had grown accustomed 
these one hundred and sixty years. Thus does Totalitarian economics 
impinge on politics. 

And for understanding the iiolitical implications of the defc^at of 
Holland and Franco as tlr-se affected the fate and fortune of tins 
area, one has to study its ma]) and know the trends 
^Idea tendencies of Japanese imperialism. In ])revious 

Japiiu volumes of iho In<ln(n A n nud! we have made 

attem[)ts to explain certain of the i)ersonal and im¬ 
personal inniumcoB that have been nujiilding these, that havt) made 
Ja.])an conscious that she has a mission” of civilisation for the world, 
sx>ecially for eastern Asia. To an idiuitical mission—that of Jlritain—■ 
hiive fallen victims Ug\pt, Palestine and certain of the territories in 
Western Asia. By this imitation Jaiian has qualiiied herself for the 
l)osition of one of the five great Powers of the Avorld by grabbing 
IWrea, Formosa, Manchuria in the Ihxr East. Impelled by a greater 

urge she started the “China Incident” in duly, Pd37, and has been 
engaged therein these more than three years. The (uid of this adven¬ 
ture is not yet in sight. It was started as the lirst stt'p to the 
rordisation of the “Croat Asia” idea through the pro]i[igation of which 
Japan tries tt) ingi’atiate herself in the e\os of other Asiatic p )oples. 
In a hook on -lapan we hive S'oen reiiroduced a quota,tion that des¬ 
cribed the “mission” of Japan in the modern world. The writtT asked — 
“what then is the mission with which Japan is charged by Heaven ?”— 
and answered as follows : 

“It is the rescue of yopiip),000 Asiatics from the Avhit.ii men’s slavery,..British 
Lidia, I’ei’sia and Siam arc undorslood to be specially alive to the realisation of 
this need It is difhenlt to say how soon an opportunity may come for co-operation, 
but Japan will take the lead.” 

During the procuaiujiations of the last Great War (1914—1918), 
Japan tried in 1915 through her “:^I Demands” to persuade China to 
co-operate in her ‘mission”. The Shantung Peninsula 
m^ake^ w hich she grabbed and wdiich wais given to her liy the 

believe victorious Allied and Associ.itcd Powers, was, liowover, 

returned to China at the WasluTigton Conference. This 
show of self-control has ever remained a mystery to many people when 
they remembered that in the matter of the four provinces in Northern 
China, of Manchuria, of Outer Mongolia, Japan lias been as greedy as 
any of her competitors in power-politics. The Washington Con¬ 
ference resolutions (1922) embodied in the Nine-Power Treaty to wdiich 
Japan herself was a signatory agreed to “respect the sovereignty, 
the independence, and the territorial and administrative integrity 
of China”, to provide the “fullest and most unombarassed 
opportunity to China to develop and maintain an effective and stable 
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government”. But by every act since then Japan has broken almost 

every one of the claus(3S of this Treaty, the most outstanciing example 
of which was the rajjo of Manchuria. A history like this has 
prepared the mind of Jax)an to laun(;h the **China Incident” and carry 
deatli and destruction to millions of Chinese homes. 

Mon in touch with affairs in Japan, with tlie individual and group 
ambitions among the ruling classes of Japan, have told us that the 
China Incident” was organised l)y tlie Army 
*Tapan"for*° Group while the Navy Group had boon js'essing for 

aggression expansion towards tlie south, towards tlio islands 

whoso actual and i)otcntial wealth has been indicated 
above. Since the beginning of the China Incident” the Army has 

been allowed to do its will in China proper, wliilo the Navy has 
boon watchful for opportuniti(;s for grabl)ing now points of attack—the 
islands in the Canton area. It had not long to wait. The Munich 
betrayal” of Scjptemher, 1938, gave it the signal. It pounced upon 

Hainan and the Spratl“.y Islands, north-(.*ast and south-east of Indo- 
China. Not a word of protest was uttered by any body. The stop 

endangered the position of Frane.e in Indo-China. But Franco kept 

quiet ; she dared not take steps to foreslall the coming danger. The British 
were as Bui)ine. To-day when France lies disabled and humiliated in 
Europe her })ossessions in Eastern Asia are a ju'ey to any predatory 
Power that would take them. On behalf of the German Government 
its and)assador at Tokyo, Major-(ieneral Eugen Otto, was authorised 
to make tlie statonient that his Government was “not interested in 

the prohleni of the Neth(‘rlands Indies.” He was silent with regard 
to Indo-China. But the comment of the Jajian jiap.u’ Kokunirti that 

the German ambassador’s statement was a sort of a ‘blank power of 
attorney” granted to Japan may bo accej^ted as a jiointer to Japanese 
X)olicy with regard to all the possessions in Asia of all the European 

States that lie helpless umler German heels. The only safety for 

those lies in the dcvlaration of the U. S. A. Secretary of State 

that any cliango in the sltifi/s (^uo in this region of the earth expect 
made through poac-dul means would he agtiinst the policy of the 
greai western Ecinihlica Jaiian wliich finds herself hogged in interior 
China cannot ignore tins warning as she has to depend on U. S. A. 

purchasers for much of her silk trade, on U. S. A. sellers for oil 

and iron. This advises a careful liandling of the situation created by 
the fall of Franco and of Holland. And Japan has been careful. 

But the question is—how long can this torture of unfulfilled desire 
be borne, how long can Japan stand gaping at ripe fruits loosening 

in the stem ? 

For, there can he no manner of doul)t that the resonment of the United 
States cannot long restrain Japan, unless the former be prepared to 
resort to the argument of arms which is the only 
Japan's strong argument that Japan understands and that will convince 
position But there are difficulties in the way of the 

United States effectively intervening. For, any help 
that she can render is limited by the fact that the East Indies lies 

some 2,000 miles outside the arc of her naval and air bases. An 

objective study of the arrangements made by the potential opponents 
14 
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of Japan in this area will convince any one tliat her position is really 
very strong. Hongkong is “capable of organising resistance only to 

inflict as much damage and save as much face as possible.” An attack 

on the Phili])i)in 0 Isles directed from Hainan and the Spratloy Isles, a 
tight submarine ring round Mindanao, will immobilize the small U. 8. A. 
squadroii ]):ised on Manila. As carrioi'S and distri])iitors of tlie choa]! 

products of Japan th-ere are thousands of Japanese in tlicse isles who 
may bo regarded as the nucleus of a Fifth Column.” Between Guam 
and almost surrounding it, and the Phili])i)ines, lies a stretch of i’acdfio 
waters in wiiich are tlie islands and cojmI rods all under Jai)aneso 
control under a Mandate fn)m the League of Nations whoso meml)er 
she no longer is. They are more than a thousarui in number—in four 
groups—the Palaus, the Carolines, tlie IMariaiines and the Marshalls. 
The world does not Imow, tlie Hecrc.tariat of the League of Nations 
does not know, wdiat Japan has been (k)ing tliere in ])uilding harbours 
and wharves for ships, and bases for aeroidam^s. About twenty-live 
crores of ru[).5es are reported to have beon spent in ibis area by Japan. 

In Taid O’ Conroy’s bv)ok—77/c Minuicc oj ffap.m —are quoted words 
from the Staffs’ ]\Ieniorandum that testify to tlie importance attached to 
these islands : 

“d'iic Sontii Sea Islands are strafeaically im]wlanf, to Japan’s national 
(lcfo.iu*e ; they are a ynarantee ar,ainst Aineiic.an at lark on the Far Ivisl. I’he 

.hapanese Navy lias been content with the lalio of tlie A'. ashin;.;ton 

Naval Treaty bcavise they counted on the stratec.ic value of the South Sea 

iBlands.” 

It is true tluit the world does not know yet what arrangements 

the Colonial Governments of the British and Dutch possessions have 
made for the defence of their particular interests. The 
Dolenco arrange- iJxifc.li territories liave a po])ulation of more than 5 

European Povvers crorcs of [)eople whose political status is no lictter 

than that of the people of India. Their help and 

interest have not been enlisted for the defence of their country. An 

estimate has it tliat at the time when Holland sucemnhed to Germany 
the Netherlands Fast Indms Squadron consisted of ahoui, 100 surface 
crafts, 18 sulimariiies lias.id on Surabaya. There were 00 ) idanes. What 
is the strength of the forces that Britain will be assemliiing at Singapore 
from India, from Chxnada, from Australia, from New Zealaiifl and from 
Tasmania, wo do not know We quoted in the last volume of the 
Annind lli’(j:sfcr, Vol. 11 of 1939, from an article in the fjondon JJailjj 
T('li>(ir(iph Mi)rnin-J Lja-h^r contributed by it.s Naval Corresponde.nt, 
Mr Bywater, that in case of need, at least 10 cruisers from Canada, 
Australia and new Zealand stations, and a destroyer flotilla of J5 of 
the best submarines, will lie dvispatched to the danger zone. The China 
Squadron will be contributing 4 cruisers. And at Singaiiore on the 
eve of the war were stationed 3 cruisers, 1 air-craft carrier, 9 destroyers 
and 5 submarines. At the time of that writing tliis pi-ovision at 
Singapore was regarded as enough “to play for time.” Since then 
danger has approached nearer the area, and “a fleet in being” must 
have been assembled at Singapore. A joint staff conversation was held 
at whicli wore present representatives of the Dutch General Staff in 
the East Indies, of the Australian and New Zealand General Staff, of 
the Indo-Burman Staff, of Indo-Cbina’s French Staff. The decisions 



-JUNE ’40] INDIA IN HOME POLITY 


107 


of this conforenco must have been made known to the U. S. A. 
administration. The catastrophic defeats in May and dune—the surren¬ 
der of tlio Dutch Coniinandor-in-Chief, General Henri V’inkelman on May 
14, of the ikilgian King and Coininander-in-Chief on May 28, of Krance 
on the 14th of Juno with tho fall of Paris—have thrown added 
r 0 sponsi])ility on tho local administrations for tho defence of the areas 
under their control and superintendence. Thus equipped militarily, 
Routh-eastei’n Asia waits its hour destiny, the hour which w^ould make 
uncertain many of the certainties of many generati<ms. 


Japan is a 
military & 
naval power 


We do not yet know whether the Jai)anoso threat to tho East Indies and 
Its islands will take any effective shape ; whether her rulers will ignore the 
possi])ility of prcci])itating a fight with the Uniied Slates. 
There is a section of oi)inion in the great Republic which 
draws a shar]) distinction lietwi'cn Japanese expansion 
on the continent of Asia and Japanese exjiansion by 
water into the vSouth Seas—between Japan as a military power and 
Ja])an as a naval power. This section lias cvct spoken of and recognised 
Japan’s special interc'.st in tho terrilorics on tho mainland of Asia 
contiguous to her. Tliis appreciation lias done not a little to eiK'Ourii.ge 
the Japanese Army Group wdio would extend tho Japanese iMauAud, 
sphere of influence, to tlie river Amur. Now it iipjiears to lie the turn 
of the Navy Groiq). Herein it comes into conflict with wider interests. 
Wo can at the present posture of affairs only imagine tlic moves that 
JapanoHo Imperialism will ho advancing on tlic mainland of south China. 
Indo-China, tho Fr^'iicli possession on tlie IMid-Western Pacific, may 
bo a jumping-off ground. Tho Singapore Paso has Ik'cii a th]-('at and 
an insult (o Ja])an. If she desired to outflank it she must cullivale the 
friendsliip of Thailand (Siam). This she lias been doing with a certain 
amount of success. 


One of tlie causes of this success was that a section of tho present 
generation of Tliailand’s rulers, conductors of tlie defence departments— 
army, navy and air forces—have had tlioir training in 
l^-esent^gmieration And faced by the growniig complexity of inter- 

rulers nalional affairs, of affairs in tlieir immediate neighbour¬ 

hood, tho ruling classes of tho country have set up a 
dictatorship wliieli is controlled by a “military Junta”—all tho Ministers 
except tliree lieing army or na\ y ollicers. The strongest of tlu'se throe is 
Luang Pradit. Paris-trained, tlie framer of tho constitution. Observers of 
Tliailand’s life and conduct in politics, in power-politics, in tho conflicts 
and competitions of modern life, have indicated for us the fears and amliitions 
that have been influencing the policies of tho country. They say that the 
dictatorship is “no dark scheme of a military clique,” but has been forced on 
tho country by tlio needs and requirements of the situation in which the 
country finds itself. 


This has been described as the growing consciousness of “the 
four-fold danger” threatening Thailand. She is the only independent 
country in the Far Fast except Japan, retaining her 
independence as the buffer between tho growing 
impciialisra of Japan and the alliance of the century- 
old imperialisms of Britain and France. Another danger 
the Chinese— at present the w^eakost of her neighbours. 


“Fourfold 
danger” to 
Thailand 

comes from 
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Disorganised in their own homo land, they have for years been 
flooding into Thailand. Japanese canons and bombers have been 

dispersing thcan to all points of the compass in China, Thailand and 
Burma. The Burmese people have been expressing aiiprehension of 
the inroads of Chinese hordes made easier by the newly-built 

Burraa-Cliina road. It is no new feeling. For, till recent times the 

Burmese kingdom liad been in some shape or form a feudatory of 
the Chinese Emperors. The same was tlie case witli tlio Thailanders. 
Of their population of about one and half croro people, more than 
15,00,000 laklis are of Chinese parentage. Historical memories have 
also left a bitter feeling Tlie Thailanders, in the wmrds of the 
scholarly Prince Yid^ alankara, are “the elder brothers of the Chinese”, 
As an article in the New York monthly, has it : 

“Tliey arc the ancient Hiai })CO])le who existed in China before there evolved 
in the Yellow River Valley the people who were to he called Chiincsc. The latter 
spread south, threatening to engnlt the Thai, who, how<‘ver, refused them and their 
new-fangled ways and retired in good order further south into what is now Hiam.” 


Ambitions ol 
Thailand 
rulers 


The ruling authorities of Thailand have been trying to intercept 
the flood of Chinese hordes by im])osing a stiff head-tax equal to 
rupees one hundred and twenty-eight. Next to the 
Chinese come the Jai^anese with their “all Asia” 
idea covering a multitude of motives. Japanese 

advances are being ir('at 0 d with perfect courtesy. But 

when it comes down to things more realistic than bowing to Good 
Will Missions and making after-dinner speeches, they are being 
particularly non-committal. But tlie weakening of French and British 
influence and prestige in East Asia has compelled them to appear 
friendly and responsive, a policy imposed on a comparatively weak 
people by the neighbourhood of stronger Powers. Jliis apprehension 
must bo grovdng now when Japan will be making iVio most of the 
defencelessness of Indo-China. Another development is also possible. 
The rulers of Thailand may also be tempted to take advantage of 

the situation created by the defeat of lYancc ; they may try to reclaim 

and recover the lands wliich were once theirs and where live another 
one croro and fifty lakhs of iieojJc who speak essentially the same language. 
The areas in whicli the JJiai people are found under foreign yoke 
are Tonking, Hainan, the Shan States of Burma, and even as far 

away as Szechewan. TTu^y trace for us the hislory of the wanderings 
of the Thai people from their original homo in the centre of China 
in times past. Now that Franco and Britain are in difliculty, Thailand 
can demand of them restitution of lier people, east and west of 

its existing boundaries. Ja])an wliich has her own ambitions to 

advance may think it profitable to egg on the rulers of Thailand to 
make these demands. The next few months will show how these 
ambitions will move the Thailanders to action. 


We have attempod to trace above the many developments that 
have been creating a maelstrom round aliout our own country, and 
influencing from a distance our “Home Polity”. In 

uTe'^^^depend^ent forefront of these is the fear that has been 

empire” ot Britain created and spread in India that she has no effective 

defence against dangers that threaten her from the 

west and the east except what is being maintained under British con- 
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trol, and what or a considerable part of what has been transferred out 
of the boundaries of India for Britain’s war purposes. Now, at 
the end of Juno, 1940, when Britain is engaged in a life-and-death 

struggle with Germany and Italy for the very riglit to exist and 

survive as an independent country in the continent of Europe, it 

would 1)0 cruel and unnatural to expect that she will bo able to 

extend to the outlying ]iarts of lier empire the protection tliat is 
their due. We have indicated al)Ove how the Bominions, ‘ the self- 
governing Empire” incduding llritain lierself, have been arranging for 

their own defence in co-operation with the United States. These 
arrangements are still in an embryonic str.ge ; their main outlines 
have become distinct ; the details have yet to ho tilled up. Of the 

defence of “the Dependent Empire including India and the Crown 
Colonies and De])endencies”, we can know next to nothing. It is 

this ignorance and consciousness of helpdessness growing out of this 
ignorance that have been resi)onsible for the irritation of feeling, of 

distrust and resentment, that have boon marking Indo-British relation 
dating the recent mouths and h Iting any decent and self-respecting 
solution of the problem implicit in tiiis relation between Britain and India. 


The demands that have been made on behalf of India by the 
Indian National Congress can be studied in two aspects. Tlieso, wo 
are afraid, have not ])een fully api)rociatod by “the 
Inspiring^raollve steel-frame” of Britain’s imiierial structure in India, 
demands Anglo-Indian bureaucracy. One aspect of it was 

indicated by Bandit Jawaharlal Nehru in a nu 3 Ssago 
sent to the London News Cfircnide —that tlie demands made by 

the Congress were inspired by the feeling that it would “make 
the p(30plo of India enthusiastic for a war which is not theirs.” 
The other as])ect of it is brought out by the fear complex that is both a 
natural growth and lias been unconsciously encouraged in the country that 
without British direction and British help India would find herself helpless 
in the dark days that are ahead if the Nazi-Fascist-Jap threat becomes a 
reality. Only two years hack British authorities in India were assuring 
the peoiJe that as the agricultural economy of India was unequal to the 
task of financing and maintaining the defence arrangements based on battle¬ 
ships, mechanized armies and air-crafts, it would he the ])ath of wisdom 
for this country to depend for her external defence on the might of Britain. 
That assurance is not forth-coming today, cannot lie expected today, when 
Britain herself, the centre of the Empire, is encompassed with dangers that 
threaten her own soil. If the British bureaucracy had appreciated this 
aspect of the matter oven after the outbreak of tlie present war in 
September, 1939, they would have been prepared to make every 
sacrifice of self-interest, of every tradition of domination, to iilacato 
Indian feeling and enlist Indian support on the side of tlio cause that 
Britain has made her own, for the defence of which she has been 
spending about ten crores of rupees every day of the war, 

and invited the darkening of the sky over her with German bomber 
and fighter planes. The reasons why they have failed to appreciate 
this aspect of the controversy, of the argument between Indian 
Nationalism and British Imperialism, are not difficult to imagine, 
though they may not be elaborated today. The failure is traceable 
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to the same fatality that has pursued British policy since 1932 
when “appoaseinont” in international affairs and pandering to 
communal conceits and am])itions in Indian affairs became the 
sheet-anchor of .Ihdtish politicians. This propensity to betrayal of 
every ideal and practice implicit in the ideas of freedom and democracy 
has landed tlio British i^oliticians and their representatives, the British 
bureaucracy in India, in the un^mviabhi position of a double-faced g(jd, 
benignant towards Euro^ie, Australia and America and repellent towards 
Asia and Africa. Bor good or for evil the present g 'uoration of Indians 
are not jircparod to agree to such a dispensation wboroby they are to 
fight and bleed for democracy in Euro])o while its absence in India 
is enforced liy all the repressive jiowers of the State. 


Outside 

conversant 

What 

Prof. Keith 
says 

Berried ale 


the ranhs of the bureaucracy in India and Britain, men 
with affairs and with vision of world develo])numts are 
striudv and scandalized by such a doulile-faced policy ; 
they recognise that “a crusade for liberty in Europe is 
incompatible with the determination to refuse far- 
reaching reforms in India”, to quote Prof. 
K itli. It is well-liiiowm that Prof. Keith is no Tjeftist 


thinker. And in the controversy that is lieing carried on between 
Indian Nationalism and British Iiiqierialism, his views as an autliority 
on the law and practice of nations should receive a h(?aring as that 
of an impartial and detached observer of things. Discussing the consti¬ 
tutional issues raised liy the Congress demand for the clarification 
of the war aims of Britain, and the tojiic of “Dominion Status” that 
has boim thrown on the arena, he asked the ])oliticians of his country 
to riicogniso that “Dominion Status means sonudbing very much more 
than wdien it lir -t aiqieared as the goal of Indian policy.” lie illus¬ 
trated this development by referring to the case of Eire and South 
Africa. 


“The right of secession and ncntralily was recognised by ]\Ir. rliainlierlain 
when the new constitution of larc was aecejitcd and when the Treaty of IhilS 
released Eire from the ohligsUioiiB to Uritain in ease of wsr which tunl i)revented 
her exercise of the right of nentr.alily. In the Ihiion of South Afiica neutrnlily 
in the luesent war was admitted to be witliin the rights of the Union under 
Dominion >Status .. . It is patent, therefore, that the demand for leeognition of 
indei)endenee slionld have been met liy pointing out tliat Jiominiori Stains inelndcs 
tlie right of India in due course to (Uv itle the question of all(*giance, which j>]ainly 
cannot be dealt with at tlic ]>resent moment.” 


This rather lougisb quotation takes us to the heart of the problem 
the solution of wliich has beem tbo rubp^ct of any number of 


An Irish 
contrast & 
parallel 


interviews liedwcen Lord Linlithgow and the different 
shades of Indian political opinion. The general public 
in India fail to understand why what has been possi¬ 
ble for Eire to practise is thought impractical in the 


case of India. Tbo neutrality of Eire has been a handicap to British 


strategists, it is true ; the safety of Britain has been endangered by 
it. But Britain has tolerated it. This contrast of behaviour has ex¬ 


posed the unnatural relationship that su]?sists betw^een India and Bri¬ 
tain. Prom this unnaturalness lias flowed all tbo bitterness and sense 
and feeling of injury that are being nursed by the twm countries. 
The spokesmen of the British Government both in India and Britain 
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appear from their statoments to bo unaware of this ^original sin.” 
To cover it up tho argninont lias boon switched off to tho com¬ 
munal piano. Tho dilTieultios in tlio way of Britain making a clear 
declaration of policy are said to he tho protection of minorities, the 
obligation to tho Princes, tho defence of the position built up by 
I^ritish capitalist interests in India. Tho importance of the last two, 
however, H(Hnnod to li ivo -jialed into comparative insignificane at tho 
present stage of tho controversy. And Lord Linlitligow let us the public 
into tho privacy of his conversations with Indian p ilitical i) o'sonages 
when ho declared that 

“they (die Pridsli niitherities) could not contciuplatc tlie transference of tlicir 
present rcKponsiliiliiics for tlic ]'eacc and welfare! of India to any system of 
{rovesiimeiit wliosc! authurity is directly denied by lar^c and powerful clemcntB in 
India’s national lilc.” 

It is not diHirult to analyse the imjilications of this declaration. 
IMen who have some, knowledge of the inner history of tho Anglo- 
Irisli controversy can picdc out of it identical dcelarations whicli encouraged 
wtat has coiinj to be known as Ulsterism” or “Uarsonism.” Ireland is a 
small country ; India is a big one. But lietween them tlu're runs a commu¬ 
nity of servitude,, a similarity of tactics adopted liy vested interests to 
preveaiL or halt th'i arrival of democracy, the return of national self- 
respect. Tho fatlmr of tho present Premier of Britain anticipated by 
51 years (bSSo) a developiiKint similar to India’s when he wrote to a 
Jji’horal-Unionist in'mhcir of the British Parliament—“Ulster will tight, 
Ulster will ha right.” History records in cruel words what has been 
the fruits of that instigation. 

This is the stage, the stage of recriminatory controve)‘s>', that has 
continued since September, 193!) to the period when tho cata.strojihic 
events in lairope in klay and dune, 1910. gave a 
leeliuKh ol great shake-np to the comiilacence of British and Indian 
iu iudia politicians, or ought to liave. iNewspapjr organs of 

the Anglo-Indian community in India recognised the 
danger of the times. Tiie Siaft'stn,(ut of Calcutta spoke of tho taking 
ul **a great decision to treat India as a Dominion KndJiwith eiiual in 
status witli Britain.” 'Tniu‘^ of Jii'liu said : In this hour of 

trial Several things must lie done and done s])oedily. Great Britain 
and India mast com; to an agreement ; it is criminal for any of the 
])arlios to continue to split hairs at sucii a time.” I\ir. Arthur I\loore, 
editor of tho oidfesnoiti, in addressing the Calcutta Eotary Club, on 
Juno 18, was more enthusiastic. 

'dilvory day that passes before India is ]mbliely accorded full Dominion Status 
in all her external relations is a day lost in the war.” 

‘‘Now, what IS tlie lirst Haw in onr armour wliieh must he immediately mended 
to get US ready for battle? It is that India, the veiy ecnlre of tlie JCmpiie’s map, 
the hope of lour hundred million p(!Oi)le, the potential source of unlimileil sn})plieB 

of men and matc. iais, is not in the Ihitish Commonwealth of Nations.she 

has not the stains of a country, she has not the position of Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, 8outli Afiiea. 8he ranks as a dependency whom Jlitler and 
Mussolini and other robber pirates who might suececd in imposing their will on 
Britain will have a legal right to ajiportion among themselves .. ” 

“Two men are continually quoted as obstacles in the path of agreement even 
at this late hour. IMy answer to this is, let Brilain first do her part, let her 
proclaim India a self-governing Dominion .” 

‘ At present we hear of both the League and the Congress boycotting the 
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War Committees, and starting private Civic Guards of their own. That way 
madness lies for us all, but to end it, Britain must do her part.” 

Tho Mduclic^ter Guardi (Hl appealed to the now Secretary of 
State for India, Mr. Amery, that then was “the time for an act 
of statesmanshij) which means an act of faith in 

India.” Those declarations which might bo taken as 
re])resontativo of tho feelings and opinions of non- 
ollicial Britons in India, of Liberal Britons in Britain, 
did nob have any effect on tho ]:)ureaucracy installed 

at Whitehall (London), at Delhi-Sinila. Enmeshed in tho laws of 
Karma whicdi had inspired tlio “Communal Award”, the Government 
both here and in Bi'itain could not rise to the occasion created by 

the defeat and capitulation of Franco. It chose to move in the 
old groove of balancing the coinuiunitios one against another and 
inaintaijiing a precarious equilibrium. While in Britain superb courage 
and faith in 1-lie justice of their cause u[)held the peoido and tlie 

Government of Mr. Oburchill found strc.ngth in them, in India Lord 
Linlibligow could not a})i)eal to the high(3st and nol)lcst instincts of 

the general mass of people whose organ voic.o was tlie Indian 

N.dional Congress. Therefore did tho innumerable intcrvi'cws held by 
him end in a sorry futdity. The Consultative Commiflee to be 
selected by the Govejnor-General and to be consulted by him on 
matters concerned witli tho war—whicdi was canvassed by His 

Excellency during the later months of 1939—did not come to anything. 
On January 10, 1940, in course of a speech delivered at the Orient 

Club of Bombay, Lord Linlithgow threw out a new suggestion “as 

an immediate earm^st of tlieir intention”—the intention of the British 

Gowu’nmcnt to endow India with Dominion Status of the Statute 
of Westminster variety—“to exjiand the Executive Coun-cd of the 
Gevcrnor-Gcncral by the inclusion of a small numliev of political 

leaders.” Tliis suggestion has luild tho held for the whole ]) 0 riod— 

January to June, 19U)—t\\e events and developments of which are 
the subjec-ts oi study in tho present volume of the An/uial Kiajislcr. 
But difhcultic's have stood in the way of its accejitance by 
tho parties conccjrned. The general public know nothing of the 

nature of these ddliculties ; the i)ublic imeii who were invited by 
Lord Ijinlitligow for consultation have not bmn able to explain to 
tho ])ublic the practical and jisychological dilhculties that have barred 
tlie door to the settlement of India’s constitutional puzzle. In a 
geaieral way tho world has been told that the representatives of the 
various Indian parties and interests have failed to agree with regard 
to their particular shares in the distri])ution of power. Tlie Congress, 
tlie Muslim League, the Hindu Mabasabha, tho Princes, all have 
pint forward th ir particular claims which could nob be fairly adjusted 
in the scheme of things. Not even tho approach of tho Nazi-Fascist- 
Jap danger nearer to the shores of their country has been able to 
persuade them to conqiose their differences. The general public do 
not know—neither the Government nor the leaders have cared to 
enlighten them in tho matter—whether there was any substance in 
the piower which “the small number of political leaders” were to 
share in the Executive Council of Imrd Linlithgow, whether any of 
the key departments of administration—Defence, Industry, for 
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instance—were proposed to be placed under their charge. 

Since the present controversy started in the second and third 
weeks of Septoml)er, 1939, with the Congress Statement on the war, 
the Governor-General has been insisting tliat the 
*^’^***”*°” leaders of Indian people must adjust their dilfcrcnces 
Ijuila and overcome their disunities before tlie reins of power, 

of administration, could be yielded into their hands. 
Those differonces and disunities have been broadcasted over all the 
woi’ld tlirough J British pro])aganda machines. This is [)art of an 
attempt to justify the way^s of the British bureaucracy in India. An ink¬ 
ling into the psychology of this attempt is got from a letter pub¬ 
lished in a United States weekly written to a friend by Lady Diana 
] )iirr-Coopor, wife of Mr. Duir-rooper, Propaganda Minister of Britain. 
Tlie relevant portion can be ciuotod hero : 

“Why should nt least three ([ueslious about India be asked at every one of 
DiilT’s leeturcs in the United States ? AVbo sends tiie leetiirers from India to 
America to eom])lain of Ihilish rule The Indians not asking for American 
sn]>})ort, but the (.h*rmai)S are incitij)jj:, in the daik aiiti-lhilibli feelijig in Genoa 
as m Chicago or any otlier neutral town.” 

Fr(un this qn(d,ation it can 1)0 understood that Britain does ])ot 
like the idea of appearing before the judgiiieiit-sc'at of world opinion for 
its acts of omission and commission in India. Neither 
emoVrecallscs^ doc^s India like that its weaknesses and disunities 
of tlisnility sliould he broadcasted to the world. So, wlion 

British administrators harp upon those as a plea for 
the slow i)roccss of constitutional advance in Jmlia, the temptation is 
natural in liidijin public men and publicists to turn round and say 
that British x)olicy was to a great extent ros])ousi]d 0 for the intensifica- 
tinn of those disnnitios. As a delating point, tliis can be pr(',ssed 
homo. But wo have to rocijgnise at the same time tliat wo have a 
share in the rcsponsildlity fur tlio sorry stato of hickcu'ings in India. 
In successive Yohimes of the Ainiii.al we have attempted to 

lay o]Hui the dark corners of thouglit and life wliero the germs of 
disunity are bred and flourish. We have sliown that Indian leaders 
since the days of liaja Kam Mohun Roy, more than a century hack, 
liave l^oen trying by example and precept to cleanse their body politic 
of the weaknesses and crudities tliat liavo kojit their country disabled 
in the iirogressivo march of world-changes. Concrete proposals and 
programmes f)f reform and reconstruction of India’s social institutions 
have remained unvaried since those days to the present day when 
the Indian National Congress through its constructive activities under 
the inspiration of Gandliiji’s life have been trying to build uii a 
hotter society in India, uninfluenced by iiarticularistic conceits and 
ambitions, liuilding this life on the widest commonalty of the realm. 
In these attemi>ta there have been failures and successes. But the 
successes have not been enough to eliminate out of our social system 
all the elements of group or class-conscious interests, to send through 
the country that flood of idealism that would enable every Indian, 
man and woman, to feel and act under the influence of that feeling 
of supreme dedication to the cause of our common motherland. 

To this inability on our part must be referred back all the contro¬ 
versies that have been disabling us for making a united demand and 
15 
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effort for the Sivtu'dj of our dreams. The Congress has boon confronted 
at every step by the British Govorninont with the 
retort that the Brincoly Order of India, the ininoritios 


“Deliverance A, 
Thanksgiving 


Day” I ~ India, are not l)acking the donianJ put forward 

by it. We do not know what the representa¬ 
tives of tho Princely Order havo been saying and doing to justify 
this retort. Wo know wdiat tho re])rosoiitativos of the Muslim League 
have boon saying in i)rivate interviews and corrospoiideiKio witli Lord 
Linlithgow, and doing in ])ul)lic. The aftor-effeets of tho ceL‘l)ration 

of a “Day of Deliverance” on Docem])or 19d9, l)y tho dii'ectiou 

of Mr. Mahommod Ali .Tinnah, President (d' tho All-India I\Iusliin 
League, as a mark of relief tliat Congress Covernments in Cglit of tho 
provinces of India had ceased to fuiK'tion, Ikino bowed into the year 
of 1910 and have Jieli)ed to worsen inter-communal relations in the 
country. A discussion of this particular event which was coiuhniined 
even hy mend)ers of the Working Committee (jf the Muslim Lesgue is 

not im])ortant ox(a'])t in tho contest of all tlie misedhof tliat com- 
munalism and sectionalism have bee.n doing to tlie aliiding int('i‘('sts 
of tho country. Th ire may he a sus})ii-ion lluit tho strategy whicdi 

ins])irod !Mr. dinnah s declaration was ])art of th-o wiihr canijiaign whudi 
has 1)0011 exploiting for a ilse in tlie IMnslim Jjoagiie jirostigo tlie 
difficulties oi the Briti^;h Covernmeiit, its n^a'd for siip[)oit of iMusliin 
o])inion in and outside Jndia. But tlie demand made for a Kt)yal 
Commission to caKiuire into all tlie stories of the d'cnial of tho ele- 
mnitary rights of citizonsldi), of oppression ])eipetiMted hy the Con¬ 
gress Ministries or during tlieir rt\giiiie on klushms, negatives tho 
logic of the claim i.hat the Muslim L‘ague is as nuieh intei\’)stod in 

the sell-respee.t of India as any body else. Th(3 Congrc'ss I’arlia- 

mentary Suh-Conmnttee which luis been the mentor and guide of the 

Congress klinistrios was piaqiaiod to submit these storif s ti) a Tribunal 
presided over by tho Chief Jnstiiio of tho PederaJ Court of India, 

wisliing to coniine the ventihition of these domestic trouldes within 

the shores of India. But the l^resident of the Muslim League 

thought and willed otherwise, fldie British Covernnit'nt, however, was 
not prepared to afford ojiportunity for a fresh llare-ii]) of communal 
feelings and turneil down Mr. dinnah’s demand. 


Of inora importaiic.e was tho ])u]ilication on February 0, 
1919, in tho Indian Press of tlie corresiiondeme that liad jiassod 
hetweou Mr. dimiah and Lonl Linlithgow during tho 
b^wTen' monfdiH of Noveinlior and Deeemhor, 1999. Not all 

Jinnah & l.ord letters have l)(‘cn given publicity. They did not 

Linlithgow disclose any important change of attitude on tlie part 

of tile two jiarties. It appeared that Air. dinnah had 
interviews with the Oovernor-General on November 4 and 7, 1999, 
for elucidation of points that had boon raised in tho resolution of 
the Working Committee of the Muslim League ])assed on October 
22, 1999. In the tirst letter of this series Air. dinnah drew attention 
to what appears to us to be tho most important point : 

‘‘That no declaration shall, either in prin(‘i[de or otherwise, be made or any 
constitution be made by His Alujcsty’s Government or I’arliamcnt without tlie 
approval and the consejit of the two major communities of India, viz., the Mussal- 
mans and the Hindus.” 
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This appears to be an advance on the position tahen and the 
point stressed in the resolution of the Working Committee of the 
All-India Muslim League passed on Sepiember 18, 19d9. It was em¬ 
bodied in para 7 of that resolution. It had asked of the Government 
“ail assiiranco that, no declaration re[;ardinp: tlic question of constitutional 
advance for India sliould be made without tlie consent and a]»iuoval of the All-India 
Muslim Lcajoie nor any constitution be framed and finally adopted by ilis 
Majesty’s Government and the British l*arliamcnt without such consent and a])proval.” 

Lord Linlithgow in his Id.ter dated December 23, 1939 did not 
appear to have appreciated tins advance. lie contended that more 
than one of the questions raised in Mr. Jinnah’s letters “if consi¬ 
dered in the hgbt of all the imidications involved in it, wotdd raise 
issues aflec ting oilier communities in India, cand that this corresiaindenco 

.would not 1)0 an appi’opriate medium for making pronouncements 

upon them.” He, however, assured Mr. Jinnah that 

“Jlis Majesty’s GovcMiimeiit aie not under any misapjuehcnsion as to the 
importance ot the'contentment, of the INlustim community to the stability and 
sc Tcss of any constitutional deveIo])ment in India. \'ou need, therefore, have no 
tear that the w<'iglit which your communit.y’s position in India necessarily gives 
theij- \iewB will be underrated.” 


The d( mands embodied in Mr. Jinnah’s hdiers had, however, their reac¬ 
tions in other eommuiiities that constituted the Indian pc'0])le. It was 
Muslim heaguo fooling was (Wjiressi'd that the demand made on 

veto on )h ]tt('mh('r IS, if accepl.('d, would rx'sult in making the 

constitiilional ]\Iu^hm Lr'Ugiie iJio solo ai-hiter of constitutional changes in 

progress Jndia, would ('iniow the IMuslim with the ])OVVei’ of veto on 

mi'iti rs liko tlu'siu Mven Li-itish imjierialists seemed to appreeiato tlio 
b'lgnihcanco of tins claim of the Muslim League. The JiOinid d\ih[e 
of London was constrained to say that there appeared to liavo 

(bweloped in a sc’etioii of IMuslim iioliticians “a t( ndfUa-y .to exercise 

a right to ^’elo any ci tnstitrddon that may ho de.yised.” The 
ajnendiiieiit made in Mr. Jiimah’s letter, the addition of the Hindu 
(oniniumty in the clause, made it into a commoii-plaeo in politics. 

Any political ludneiplo or constitutional device that W’as disapproved 
cd’ liy the majority of the people in a country could only he a 
futility of futilities. The demand aliout the use or a])Uso in tiro 
emplojyiiient of Indian troC)ps wns couched in so wide terms that it raised 
Biupieions about the tenderness of a section of Indian Muslims for 
IMuslims outside India. This tenderness is a recent growth, and there¬ 
fore suspect, h'or, during the eight hundred years of Muslim rule in 

India, history docs nob record instances of such tenderness. The 
display of this new*-foiind feeling is one of the causes of the tension 

that has developed in the country. When one remembered that 
Tamerlane, Nadir Shah and Ahmed Shah Abdali did not spare or 
respect tlio Muslim Emperors of Delhi, that their invasions of India 
happened all of them during the times when Muslim kings ruled 
over Delhi, he could not but feel that the Muslim League was out 
of touch with reality, contradicted the evidence of history when it 
showed its un-called for solicitude for Muslims outside India. This 
demand was based on the tlicory that Islam know no territorial 
patriotism, was free from the limitations of colour and racial conceits 

and prejudices. Every religion may put in claims of such excellence. 
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But this was and has been an ideal which even Muslim peoples 
did not reach in the hoy-day of their glory. 

The correspondence between Mr. Jinnah and Lord Linlithgow 
ended in a lovers’ quarrel, a quarrel between “confident friends,” 

to use Mr. Jinnah’s words. For, we find the 

Working Committee of the Muslim League passing a 

Muslim politics resolution on February 8, 1940, declaring that “the 

rejdy of His Excellency is not satisfactory as certain 
imi)ortant points still require further clarification and elucidation.” 
We do not know whether the disapi)ointmcnt with Lord Linlithgow’s 
assurances hastened in any manner the stop or steps that the leaders 
of the Muslim League wore led to take at I.ahoro in the last week 

of March, 1940. On tlie 22nd March and tlie succeeding days was 

held the 27tJi session of the All-India Muslim J.eague. On tlie 28rd 

March in the second open meeting of tlie Lc’.aguo Moulvi Fazlul Iluq, 
Premier of the Bengal, moved a resolution on the political and consti¬ 
tutional changes that must bo made in the future State-structure 
of India. The resolution laid down the “fundamental principles” that 

should guide the framers of this constitution ; 

“.that gcographicnlly contiguous units are demarcated into regions which 

should he so constituted with such terntoiial readjust men ts as may lie necessary 
that the areas in which the IMuslims aro numeiicany in a majority as in Llie 
ISoith-wi'stern and Eastern Zoik'b ol liulia sliould he grouped to constitute 
Tndepciideiit States’ in which the eonstit iicnt units shall he autonomous and sovereign.” 

In recommending the various clauses of Iho resolution, Moulv 
Fazlul lluq gave expri'ssion to iho fears and ap])i\‘hcnsions thai 
moved him to suggest what in eilect would lie t 

schemo of partition for tho whole of India. ITa 

ciuiractcrizcd as un-Islamic” tho sentiments oe 
Moidana Alnil Kahim Azad mIio as President of thef 
Congress had said that “the Muslims should not fed nervous ; eighty 
millions was not a small iiumher ” Tho burden of Maulvi Fazlul 

Iluq’s song was that though it sounded big that tho Muslims wore 

eighty millions in India, in reality they were “in a weak position” ; 
in the Punjah and Bengal they wmro in majority, it is true, Imt 

“net in an elTectivo majority” ; that “if a sufiicient proportion of 

those eighty millions had been congregrated in ono provinco we 

would have nothing to fear” ; that “until a satisfactory solution is 

found of this unequal distribution of the kluslim jiopulation it is 

useless to talk of constitutional advance or of safeguards.” 

Reason, tho ox^icricnces of history, consideration for the material 
interests of millions of men, wmmen and children, may bo liroiiglit against 
tho “detailed delusion” on which the superstructure of tho schemo of 
autonomous States has boon raised in this resolution of the Muslim League. 
But men, even politicians and cynical politicians at that, who 

have persuaded themselves that “Islam is in danger” in India will 
ho found to bo hard to persuade tliat all their 

schemes have boon reared on misinterpretations of the 
history of India as it has been jointly made by the 
innumerable races and culture-groups during the 

milleninms of her history. Moulvi Fazlul Huq’s speech, as reported in the 
Indian Press, contained none of the “historical” reasons for this eruption of 
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separatism. But tho speech of Mr. Mahommed All Jinnah as Presi¬ 
dent of the session did make an altemi^t to furnish those. There 
is nothing now in thorn. In discussing tho first attempt at finding 
arguments for the setting up of “Hindu Zones” and “Muslim Zones”, 
made by Dr. Abdul Ijatiff in his xiainphlet— The, yhdtrral Future of 
India —we dealt with certain of these in Vol. II of 1938 of the 
Annual Jie(jister, Dr. Latiff is ex-professer of English in tho 
Osmania University (Hyderabad, I’)eccan). He elaborated the tlumie 
that “Islam and Hinduism stand asunder”, and on this finding built 
up his Bchomo of “Hindu Zorns” and “Muslim Zeners*’ in India. Mr. 
Jinnah did the samo thing. He denied that there was unity in 
India and asked his audience to accept it as a fact that, 

“the histoiy of the last l.L’OO years has faile«l io aeltieve unity and has vit- 
nessed, during these ages, India always divided into flindu India and IMusliin India.” 

The unity that wo find in India today is “artificial”, tlie product 
of liritish methods of administration and enlightenment, and “main¬ 
tained by Dritisli bayonets”. But 

“live termination of the Ilritisli regime wliieh is implicit in (he recent 
declaration of llis Majesly’s Government will be the herald of its entire hieak-iip 
with the worst disaster that has ever taken plaec during the last one thousand 
years under the IMusliuis.” 

In certain (luartors this ma\^ bo regarded as an argument in 
su])])ort of tlie coiitinuaiico of the ‘British rt'giiue”, and Mr. Jinnali’s 
(iolorouB cry—‘ Surdy this is not the legacy' which the Ihdtisli woidd 
lioqucatli to India after 150 years of rule I” will bo interpreted as 
inspired by tlie samo fear. 
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An able lawyer lliat be is bo has collected in Ids speech all tlie 
evidences of disunity that cliaraeterizcs Indian life ; in tlie fury of 

t.lm p.nnmn.ien hf» hn,!4 nr iprmrnd 

A challenge to 
Mnslini thinkers 
and statesmen 

years and more. For the adc)[)tioii of ibis tactics the first feeling 

aincmg these who are liy' instinct and convi(‘tioii opposed to the “Pakist.an” 
schemes may he one of utter condemnation of the men and institu¬ 

tions who and which liavo been propagating these. Put to remain 
satisfied with this condemnation W’ould be fruitless, and unwise. Tliey 
have got to recognise tliat the Lahore resolution of the j\[uslim 

League is being represented as embodying aiiotlicr sclioine of Fi'dera- 

tion that would satisfy Muslim sentinKmls, serve and advanc (3 Ivluslim 
interi'sts, and ensure iieaco in this continental country. They have got 
to recognise that from tho very beginning a section of IMnslim pnd)- 

lic men have been ojiposed to the centralising tendency of J^'ederation 
for reasons unexplained tlien. W'o know now tliat the fear of wliat 
they call the Hindu majority has been at the back of their demand 

that the ‘’residual powers” should inhere in the units of the b’edera- 

tion and not in tho Centro so that in case of disagreement with 

the Central Covernment tho unit or units may^ strike out of the 

Federation. A recognition of these mental and material elements of 
tho problem will, from certain points of view, be a good omen of 

better things to come. And tho good will bo all on the side of our Muslim 
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neighbours. For, ifc will require of them the intellectual effort to re-think, 
will enable them to re-think the conditions of their citizenship of India, 
to get a clearer grasp of the i)hysical, the economic and the social 
ties that bind them to the land w'hich all these centuries they have 

called— Hindusthail. The stir created by the Lahore resolution in 
their mental world—for, we have no doubt that the majority of those 
who directly participated in the Lahore proceedings had the vaguest 
of ideas on the matter—will force them to place the moral and 

material bases of their life in India in tludr tru(3 S('tting, to present 

to their own d)etter mind” tlie reasons and tlio utilily of a distur¬ 

bance of arrangements that have been persisting in cert.'dn parts 
of the country for altout ten centuries, in certain others for six or seven. 


Wliat Indian 
thinkers feel 
and say 

w^ords of Dr. 


The resolution passed at Lahore and the s])eeclies made in 
recommending it for acceptance liave come to (iven tlie mnjority of 
politically-niinded Muslims in India as a gr('at suri)rise. 
They liave been startled to find tliemselvces prc'scnted 
with a choice that would brush “aside a thousand 
years of Muslim Instory of India’’, to quote tlio 
Syed Mahomed, late Ldmaticm blinister of Lihar. 
This choieo made by certain leadiTs of the Muslim ccmmiunhy in India 
for their community is based on tlu^ idea that tlie Ihndu and tlie iMuslmi do 
not agree and think alike in all l<hat ma.ke up ilie com])lexily d 
is and has remained on the jua]) of Asia as India,, ^^’e 
one or two of the schemes of “j\akistan” ; %Ye have read 
led speedi of IMiv Jinnali elaborating the “Lakistan” tlu'sis. 
have w'e found a recognition of the basic fact of 
wh](‘h Sir Hhafaat Alnuad Khan has dt'senhed—“the 


lifti that 
have S('en 
the ])ublis 
Lut nowh(U’o 
Indian history 
glory of India lies in hei* unity in di\ersity.” 
and the little human experience that tlie leadors 
League hav(^ brought to tlie eluei(iation 
of the country did net enalde them 

what the great historian of Allahabad 
Nationalist ]\Tuslims of India to recall 
of the history that has been made in 


The little history 
of the klm-lim 
of the xirohkni of the future 
to understand and apiircciato 
las said. It is iqi to the 
th('ir ]ieoxile to the lesson 
India by the joint and 


combined eftovts of the Hindu and the Muslim. A Nationalist of 
the old school, Lipin Chandra Pal, wndting as far back as 190G, 
gave poetic expression to the feeding of this common work, of this common 
inheritance, and of this common destiny. Addressing the Canges ho wrote : 

‘ In 4'hy ■vvatcis, Holy IMotlicr, the two sticainB of Semitic and Aryan culture 
mixed Avilh each otlicr in the days when, on dliy banks, ruled the Muslim Kin^s 
of India, and both the Hindns and tlie IMnslims lia\e a common inheiilance in 
the art and civilisation tliat {.'K'w np on tlie haiika of the Jannina reeonant with 
the minslielsy of two ^reat world eulturcs.” 


Moulana Abul Kalam Azad as President of the Indian National 
Congress at Kamgarh (1940) gave as vivid expression to the same 
historic feeling wdicn he traced the life of India, past and present : 

“It was India’s historic destiny that many human races and cnlturcs and 
rcligioiiB Bhould flow to her, finding a home in lier liosjitable soil, ami that many 
caravans should rest here. One of the last of these caravans, following the foot¬ 

steps of its xu-edecessors, was that of the followcis of Islam 4 Ids led to a 

meeting of the culUire-cnrrentB of two ditrerent races. Like the Oanga and the 
Jumna, they ilowed for a while through separate courses ; but Nature's iinmutuble 
law brought them together and joined them in a sangam. 
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“The thoiiBand years of oiir joint life has moulded ns into a common 
nationality. Tliis cannot l)e done artilicially. Nature does her fasliionin^ throujih 
her liidden processes in the course of (*enUirieB. The cast has now been moulded, 

and destiny has set lun* seal upon it. Whether we like it or not, we have now 

bec^ome an Indian nation, united and indivisible. No fantasv or artificial scheming 
to sci)aratc and divide can break this unity.” 

This is tlio mossago that has to bo canded to the miuds of the 
^Muslim masses day in and day out so that no fanatic or interested 

cry al)Out “Islam is in danger” or that India was Dar-ul-IiaraJ) might 

get entrance there. This is tiie real “Muslim ]\liiss Contact” that 
can neutralise the effects of preachings that breed “iTikistan” scliemes. 

The President of the Azad (independent) ]\Tuslim Conference 
held at l-)elhi during the last days of A])ri], ihIO, Khan Pahadur 
Allali IhiPsh, TK-Premior of Rindii, claimed his 

]ndiau heritage, because the majority, more than 
Cocdcrcnco cent., of the eiglit crores of the Indian IMuslims 

were “descendants of the (Uirlior iiihaliitants of India... 
in no sense dher tlian sons of the soil \vith the Dravidians and 


the Aiyaiis, n 

;,iul 

liavo as mil'll i 

•iglit 1 

o be 

rc'-ekonod among tlie 

t'arli'.-st; scTiLk 

!rs 

of tills coinmun 

land.” 

On 

the asMirauee of this 

1 lisle rival fact 

ho 

claimed tliat 




“no 

sited 

or isolated r(*jiiou 

but Ihe 

whole 

of India was the homeland 


of all the Indian .M([Bsalnians, and no Hindu or Musliiii or any other had the 
rialb (o deprive them oi one inch of then coiuniou honiclaiid.” 

The ConfiU’enco was invited jointly on behalf of tfio Jamiat-ul- 
lllama, the all-India organisation of the Muslim divines and scholars, 
ihe jM ajlis-i-Ahrar-i-Jslam, the Imh^pendtuit I’arty of 
Its rcprcsoiitative Pihar, the Krisliak-Proja Party of Jlcngal, the AIl- 
ciiaracter Jndia IMomin ('onferenee, the Aiijuman-e-Watan of 

1 >eliichist.an, and tlie (Vmtral Standing Committee of 
the yMMndia Sliia Conference. Idle re])resentati\e character of the 
Co'ifereiK'e can he (piestioneil by only tlie delilierately blind among 
men. And its deeJaration in the body of the main ri'solution of the 
(JoiiUae'iie-e constitutes tlie Ixal-rock of Indian Nationalism. That 

declaration sliould hnd a permanent place in Indian history. 

“India, with its gcograjIdeal and political boundaries, is an indivisible whole, 
and as bucIi it is the eoninioii homeland of all the citizens, iricspective of raeo 
or religion, who are joint owners of its rcBoiirces”. 

The realisation of this truth which the threat to the unity and 
integrity of India has brought to us can ho converted into a now 
cement of folio wsliiii if the men and women of 
Sacrameiits of Jiulia be prepared to make proper use of it. The 
Nationalism relation of the Hindus to the soil of Jndia has 
grown with the ages since their Vedic forefathers 

sang of the land between the Himalayas and tlie Indian Ocean. Their 

instinctive attachment to this territory has been idealized and 
rationalized by the innumerable sacraments and ceremonies of their 
life. The irritant of political subjection during the last one hundred 

and eighty-four years has roust d in them a new consciousness of 
the glory and the grandeur of tlieir country. Bankim Chandra Chatta- 
padhyaya’s Bamfe AJalaravi song is the sacrament of this new 
illumination. It is now the turn of our Muslim neighbours, when 
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tlioy are called upon to think and act as members of a “separate 
nation” tlnaist into the heart of India, to consciously got hold of 
t]i (3 many threads that bind them to this country. They have them¬ 
selves spun these threads out of their life in India, out of their joys 
and sorrows, out of their fe.ars and ambitions, out of their consci(ms 
thoughts and unconseious ideas, out of thoir quaiTols and reconci¬ 
liations. On those threads have boon woven many a j^attorn of the 
life beautiful find pure, satisfying most of the spiritual and material 
needs of millions of men and women. They ore now being told that 
;dl tluiso tlireads, used as warp and woof of a common life, are 
unsubstantial and unreal ; a ])hantom, a (hdusion and a snare. Leaders of 
]\Tuslim life and thought whom sneh a rei)resontation or misrepresentation 
re])eis have to find out tli-'insohu's how and why siudi a thing has become 
possible. If tlu'y try to do so they will find that they have to re-build 
}-ounil India certain of the ideas and ide,als, sacraments and ceremonies, that 
are the maadvs and notes of Indian patriotism. The Hindu has done so 
round tlie (*entres of life associated with and hallowed by their saints and 
sag 's, irrespoetive- of creed and colour. Tlie kluslim can do so lamiid their 
holy places, smdo as the ihin/d of Shah Jelal at Sylhet, of jMcu’nnddin Cliisti 
at A!mei-(', at Nei/ore in Tamil Nad In this (luest of tlie Judi:i rd' their 
dreams tlu y^ will he heartened by the nianlVii, uttered by the lat (3 poot- 
philosopher, l\Iahommed lybal—In every particle of sand in my country 
I est>y my Clod. 


Proviticialisru 
a ad its 
dangers 


It lias lie' n t1ie misfortune of the observer of events in India, of tlio 
studt'nt of aitaii’s, that bo has to record year after year the intensification 
of communal differences bolding nj) tlio solution of tlie 
real pro.bloms of the country-—the problem of Swaraj^ 
the problem of dirt, disease and ignoranee. The majority 
of us have 18th centui'y minds that find tli(ansel\os lost 
in idle jungle of 2dtli century develo])ments. The eripition of connnunalism 
wbl(*di is iidieritivl from tli i pre\ ions century we have discussed above. Its 
c.omiter-])art, another minority i)i-ol)leni, that created by jirovincialism or 
linguistic nationalism, has jmslual itself into the forefront since the “Autono¬ 
my Ministries” came to acce])t olheo. Tlio Congress scheme of re-drawing 
the map of India so that men and women spe.aking the same language may as 
far as ])ossible be gathered together to form now provinces in India 
has a liistory more than twenty years old, since 1917 when it 
accepted the ])roposal tliat the Telegu-spoaking population in the 
presidency of IMadras should bo formed into a new i^rovinco, the 
Andlira rroviuce. IMauy of those areas were seats of ancient glory ; 
many of them are jumbled together into the existing provinces as 
tlioy came undcu’ British administration which lacked the required 
knowledge for putting them into their historic frame-works. A fooling of 
dissatisfaction with this arrangement has been growing which has 
boon recognised by the Jhdtish authorities by their forming the 
provinces of Bihar, Orissa and Sindh. In Vol. II of 1937 of the 
the Aniuidl was made an attempt to understand and explain 

this proldern of linguistic provinces which if solved to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the people conoorned would increase the number of Indian 
Provinces into more than twenty. The British administration has 
been dealing with the problem in a halting way. And an amount 
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of dissatisfaction has been visible both with the working of these 

lingaisLio provinces, as well as with the non-arrival of other provinces 
which have as much reason to support their claims. 

This may bo illustrated from conditions obtaining in the two 

neiglibouring provinces of Bengal—Bihar and Assam. Tiio reports of 
two Conferences hold in the last week of ISlarch 

19-10—one the annual session of tlio Bcngabie Asso¬ 
ciation of Bihar at llazaril)agb, the other the annual 
session of the Assam Domiciled and S dtlors’ Asso- 
Nowgong—reveal instances of disci-imination that is no 
l)ul)lic men who swear by the idea that India is one, 


Illustrated 
from Bihar 
& Assam 


ciation at 
credit to 
whole and 
AiUlntsis— 


indivisible. In Biliar the aggrieved are the Bengalees, and tlie 


the descendants of tlie original in}ial)itants of Cliota-Nagpur 
and the Santlial Pei’g innalis. Both of them are min')ritics. The former are 
lin^uii.-'tically and socially different from the majority; the latter differ in 
langiinge, in social customs, in economic arrangements. The Adrhds/s are 
afraid tliat all the moulds of their social life would lie broken ])y the 
dominant classes of the province. The Bengalees who mindier aliout 
18 to 19 lakhs in a po]uilation of more thaai 3 CTore:s are aiithoch- 
thonous in c.ertajin of the south-east(!rn districts of the provinee. 
It has l)een estimated that only adxiut ti lahhs of fliese 19 lakhs Bengalees 
are new comers. These pi!()[)lo have liedi drawn to Bihar hy 

prospeets of employmiiit under Covernment and in tlie rising 

industries in it, hy iirofessic^ns as lawyers, as cdiieationists, as 
medical men. On the surfac-o it appears that it is (‘(jiipietition for 
these employments and professions tliat is reS])onsihle for wliat 
ha,s come to he known as the “Bongalee-Bihareo” problem. But 
there are other lorces at woik. Bihar whicli was the seat and centre 
cf two protestaiit religions as Jainism and Buddhism, of glorious 
empires, desires to revive certain of these ancient grandeurs. In this 
process minority cultures, minority claims, are suyiiiosed to be a 
hindrance, because tliese are apt to rduse full co-operation or resist 

assimilation. These minority ])rol)lems afford evidence that we have forgotten 
the ancient virtnre of the toleration of dissimilarity, the wisdom of 
the policy of “Let live”. History in India has tlirown a veil over 

the attitude of Hinduism towards racial, cultural or communal 
dissentients. History has told us that Muslim rule in India broke 
on the rocks of intolerance, of the majority Sunni intolerance of 
the minority Shias. The k^ssons of history, unlmown and known, 
ought to have taught us tolerance and charity. We liavo not learnt 
these. Perhaps, human nature is untoachablo. 

In Assam, in the Brahmaiiutra Valley of the province, the same 


conditions of 

“Social com¬ 
position” of 
Assam proper 


dissatisfaction iirovail. At the Nowgong Conference 
the Chairman of the Eeception Committee, Sri 

Surendra Narayan Pal, and its President, Dr. Eadha 
Kumud Mukherjea, both in their speeches tried to 
focus attention on the ‘^social composition” of the 
province which has elements of conflict and competition. The former 
quoted figures, census figures, to amplify the thesis. The population 
of the whole province, constituted of tho Brahmaputra Valley, the 
Surma Valley, and of certain hill districts and “States”, is a little 
16 
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over 95 lakhs. Of these the Bengalee-speaking people is about 50 
lakhs. The districts of Sylhet and Cachar in the Surma Valley 

contribute about 37 lakhs to this total. The district of Goalpara 

and a few others in the Brahmaputra Valley contribute the rest. 
There are about 4 lakhs of Marvvaris and other Hindi-s])3aking peojde ; 
1 lakh of Nei)alese ; about 9 to 10 lakhs of tea-garden labourers speaking 
half a dozen languages ; the lull tribes are about 4 to 5 lakhs ; 
the little “States” account tor about 8 to 9 lakhs. The Assamese- 
speaking pc^ople are nearly 25 Likhs. Assam is thus a paradise of 

the anthropologist,. But even their knowledge does not help the 

leaders of the people to solve the problem that has been baffling 

them and testing: the quality of their statesmanship The problem 
is nothing peculiar to this region of India whore so many racial 

units meet and by their co-mingling have sown the seeds of 

something new. In overy ])rovinc.e in India whether on the 
Arabian Sea or on the Bay of Bengal, in the sub-IIirnalayan 

regions east or west, in the heart of tlui Deccan, the same tension 

has been ])roduc(al by the same mixing up. In Assam, in the 

Brahmaputra Valley, the awakening of racial nuanories, a revivalist 
movemcmt, have been swec]>ing the 20 to 25 lakhs of Assamese- 
S])eaking peo[»le to make claims that others are not prfq)ared to 
easily conctah;. In the heat of tlie controversy one of the former has 
declared that they are not Indians i)ropeaIy called. On their behalf, 

on behalf of tlie 20 to 25 lakhs of Assamese-S])ealdng i^eople, the 
claim has been made that the men and women wdio do not speak 
this language as to the manner horn, or are recent arrivals in Assam 

proper, shoidd retiio from the positions of vantage that they have 
1)6011 occupying for about a century in the economic and adminis¬ 
trative life of this sub-province, the Brahma])utra Vall(‘,y of Assam. 
They also claim that they are the natural guardians of the 

undeveloped tribes, the only beneficiaries of the almost untapped 
natural wealth of the country. There is much of truth in these 

claims ; there is much of make-belief in them. The mix-up of both 
those elements in problems like what we are discussing c.reates the 

greatest difficulty in their solution. In Assam proi)er also wo have 
this. The present composition of the society in Assam is not the 
making of one racial or language group. It is on record that many 
of the present leaders of the area, men who are loud in their assertion 
of a peculiarly Assamese quality or technique, had for their ancestors 
men who came from Sylhet and other Bengalee-speaking districts. 
They managed to merge themselves into the life of Assam, and 
their ‘Bengalee-ness”, if one can coin such an expression, mingling 
with the local values helped to create a new" people, to create now 

values. This interchange of values, this co-mingling of blood, is 
as true in the life of Assam as of overy province in India. And 
it would save us a lot of trouble if we recognise that there is no 
pure Dravidian, pure Aryan or pure Mongolian typo in this country, 
no pure “ism” in the country. So, the path of wisdon and of peace 
leads or ought to lead us to recognise that the beating of the big 
drum of communal or racial or cultural speciality or superiority 
is harmful and unwise in India. 

To return to the elements of conflict and competition in Assam 
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proper. 


The 


Dreamers of a 
“Muslim Zone” 
in Assam 


putra 

have 


Valley, 

known 


Bengalee and the other non-x4ssamese people who have 

become the objects of attack to-day have not really 
sucked the country dry. ’Jliey have ]:)cen i)ioneers 
in education, in trade and industry. jMoreover, of 

the more tlian 12 lakhs of Bcng;ilccs in the Jlrahraa- 

we do not think that more than one and half lakhs 

any homo outside Assam ; tlie rest are autoclithonous 
in the western districts of the 1 Jrahmaputra Valley. The Tslarwaris, 

the oilier Hindi-spc^aking peoples, are the linaneiors of tlie traders 
and industi-ies of tliis area. TJiere ai)])ears to ])e mother comjdication 
in tlie politics of the area. Of the 12 lakhs of Bengalee-speaking 
people in the Bralimaputra Valley (i to 7 lakhs are Muslims ; there 
are a])Out the same number of Assamese-speaking Muslims a great 
pro])oi'tion of which trace their desciait to the soldiers and oflicers 
wIkj accompanied IMir Jumla in his unsuccessful invasion of Assam, 
of the Dralniiaputra Valley. In the hot-lioiise of tlie Muslim League 
idook'g^' tlieso 12 lakhs of IMuslinis of tlie 1 Irahmaputra Valley, joined 
to the 25 lakhs of the Surma Valley, of the districts of Sylhet 
and Cacliar, constitute a se]iarat.o i)rohlem ; it is the product of 

the conceiis and amhitions and feai’S that we liaNe learnt to associate 

with tlie leadersliiii of the Muslim League, in tlie map of “Muslim 
India”, Assam lias been marked oil as part of the “iNluslini Zone” 
of Eastern India. Dreamers among Muslims in Assam have been 
dreaming such driaims, so conducting tlKiiiselves that these dreama 
may in the near hiture become realities. Not. all of them, not 
maiiy uf them, at’e ])ohticians, d'he Secretary of the Assam Islam 
Mission Soedety with its headiiiiarters at Shillong, the caxiital of the 
lirovince, aptieau’s to he one of tluise non-i)ohtical dia-amers. Speaking 
at “an extra-ordinary General Alei'ling” of the Society held on the 

lOtii of March, he spoke as follows : 

“I will not, (lahhle in ]>olitics. jh.t I hinceiely hdiew that this Islam 
Mission .. .can do ogenly, ]a'acelnlly and lawinlly ^^}lat olhois of onr Muslim 
organisations cannot do in a sunilar \^ay. Ihe Islam Mission can turn a minority, 
111 coarse of a few yeais, into an o\eia\ helming', majority; and easily solve the 
hadiing problem of Assam iiohtics to-day—1 mean the notoiions Line System.’' 

d'ho issues involved in the Tine System are really and truly 
economic. These have been raised by the migration of Bengalee 
cultivators—the majoiity of tluni Miuslims, the 

majority of them from the district of IMymonsingh— 

to the south-western districts of the Brahmaputra 

Valley. The over-crowding in IMymcnsingh, the 
pressure of population on the cultivating area of ]\Lmcnsingh, have 
been sending the Mymensinghias, as these people ai’e known in the 
country-side of the Brahmaputra Valley, to the fresh fields and 
pastures new of this area. Those who liavo pc'rsonal exjicricnce of 
such land-hungry peojilo know that they are a turl)ulent lot of people, 
fresh from Nature’s anvil, possessing the imparlial erin Ity imd im- 
p tuosity of Nature ; that no law of God or man can nstrain thim. 
The eruption of these people into the Brahmaputra Valley is 

naturally unwelcome to the indigenous populati<jn. They resent this 

intrusion into their tribal and ancestral lands, both for enonomic 
and biological reasons, to put the matter in the most general 


“Lino System”— 
an economic 
measure 
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teriuf?. For, there is no doubt that in the struggle for existeneo the 
Mymensinghias will carry everything before lliein, that the indigen¬ 
ous iK)j)ulat]ori has no chance in the coin])i l.it ion that has ensued. 
The State in Assam has thus been coin]>ei] d to int.ervcne for the 
protection of the wealuu’ party ; it has S('t u]) a system of “Lines” 
beyond which the Mymensinghias are not to go. This “Line System” 
thus constitutes a dt'fensivo armour fur the indigenous ]) 0 ])ulation. 
lb has earned the hatred and oiiposition of j\l > mcnsinglnas and 
their leaders. The pro]riganda for and against these is rollectc'd in the 
“Lino System” Committee’s Ile])ort. The intcreiits concei-ned aro so 
vitally Opposed to one anotlu'v that no cle:»r-( nt, com])rehensive de¬ 
cision has l)ecome feasi])le (dllior by the Congu .'S Coalition Ministry 
during ^^]^ose teniae of ollico the Ke])ort wns siii imtted to tlio Coi em¬ 
inent or !)>' the ])i‘t'sent IMmistry, the Saadulla iMinisti’y No 111. 
Any siitisfactoi’y solution app-ejirs to bo i-canute, as this C(onomic 
pi’obhan has got entangled in tlie di'eams, conceits and amlLions of 
the general populations of tlie Lrahmaiuitra Valley and of tlie ne,w- 
coiners who are regarded and am ludng used as the s]iear-head of 
the exi'ransion of tho “Muslim Zone” in Noi th-Lastern India,. This 
loeal p]-ohlem is, thus, illustrative of what lias been hap])cning in 
other ])arls of tlie countrv. 

T1 le inl ensi fieat ion of sectionalism has talum vaiious sluijjcs. (tiice 
it is protection of communal interests; at otlua- tinu'S it is the pro¬ 
tection ol tlio ints'iJ'sts ol provincial oi’ linguistic 
Bengal Pioviiicutl ii;Uiunalism that is the war-cry or rallying jioint. 
^'(fisaHiliated Tins development has disruiited the umtetl front of 
tlu5 Indian iicojilc. Tho Indian National (Congress has 
for 55 years been striving to hidld a liettci- life in India )>y ‘tho 
eradication, h>mlii'c(t, liiendlv, ])('-r^onal intci'coiirsc, of all j'ossiMo race, 
ci’ccd, and ])io\ineial prejudice among all lovcis of the coimlrVd to quote 
the Wolds of C. J'oniK'rp a, tho I’lesident of the first session ot tho 
Congress tliat held its siftings on llecc'inhcr gH and the suhs(aju( nt 
davsof 18H5 at the Hall of the Cokiddas d\ jpa,l Pathsala in the 
city of Lomhny. Since then tlio nation has been moving fi-om 

strimgth to stianglh, and its national organisation has liecn responding to 
this impulse of tho body iiolitic. Put to-day it aiipiairs tliat oven the 
Congress is not able to escape the vaidons imhiences of disunity and 
disiaiption that havo lieen raising their heads in the country. Tlie 
struggle prc(‘i])itat('d liy the Cfjingrcss Presidential .Election of 1959 
wherein Sri Suhhas Chandra Basu opposed and defeated Dr. Pattahhi 
Sitarammi^a, tho eamlidate set up hy the elder statesmen of tlio 
Congress with the ])lt'ssings of Oandhiji, lias been moving from one 
conijilexity to another from which the contestants do not apiic'ar to 
be able to extricate themselves. Sri Snbbas Chandra Basil has liccn put 
out of the Congress organisation for acts of indisci])line and 
sabotage. The group of the Bengal Brovimial Congress Commitboo 
which chooses to be guided hy its ex-Bresident, twice President 
of the Congress, stands disafliliated. And another group of Con¬ 
gressmen in Bt ngal has been carrying on tho Congress movement, 
npholding the Congress flag in the province. The disalfliatcd body 
ot‘ Congressmen lias been maintaining tlieir organisation as the 
antbeutic Bengal Provincial Coi^giess Committee drawing its support 
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from the primary members of the Congress in Bengal or from so 
few or so many of them as cared to claim Congress affiliation with¬ 
out acknowledging the All-India institution. 

The interdict of the Indian National Congress placed on Sri 
Suhhas Chandra Basu has not boon able to halt him in his various 
activities. He has been moving about the country, 

Anti-Comp^oniise oi'g^nising the “Leftist’’ forces for a more militant 

Conference programme to be imi) 0 scd on the Congress by mass 

pressure. In certain i)rovinces, in Bihar for instance, 

bo appears to have been a])le to enlist on his side tiio powerful support of 
Swami Sahajananda Saraswati, the uncrowned king of tl>e Kisan Babha 
of tlie pro^ince. In co- 0 ])eration with him an All-India Anti-Comy)romi30 
Conference was organised side by side witli tlio 53i'd annual session of tlie 
Indian National Congress on a site adjacent to tliat of the Congress. The 
])sychology of tliis action secerns to bo that as the leaders of the Congress 
wnro anxious to arrive at a comi)roniise” with British Imperialism, a new 
organisation has become necessary to giither all the anti-compromise 
forces in the country, to consolidate all the anti-compromise feelings, 
sentiments and convictions in the country. But comiu'omise has not 

arrived on June 1940. Neither the leaders of the Congress nor 

the representatives of J’ritish Imperialism in India, the British 

bureaucracy, ap])(cir to bo anxious for it. It is not ])ossi])lo to say 
now how far tlui pressure of oiunion reprosemtL’d in and by the 
All-India Anti-Compromise Conferenen has been able to keep the 
leadership of the Congress on tlie straiglit and narrow path. 


Divided l)y sectional amhitions and conceits, our country, the 
leadership of the country hitlierto exercised hy men, by the “mere 
man”, liave failed to evolve oiv'hT out of tliis chaos 
Women’^s conlhcts and competitions. The failure of the 

Coufercnce modern man in India has called to the arena the 

modoi’n w’oman of India. They have been holding 
their All-India Conference's for the last few" years. The 14tli session was 
beta (luring the last w^eek of January, 1940, at Allahabad. Begum Hamid 
Ali x)resided over the meeting. The assembled delegates W’ent through a 
full programme which embraced all the items of reform and reconstruction 


that have cori'dituted the ideal of the nation-builder in 
tlfe conference ^nd these one hundred years and more. The leaders of 

the masses few Women’s IMovcnncnt have come from the higher 

classes of society. They have come to realise that 
modern habits of life and thought hav"o separated them from the masses 
of their own people, from the majority of tlieir sisters who are 
really tlie Imnie-makers of the nation. Tliey have been increasingly 

feeling that steps must be taken to bridge this gulf. Bor years 

the life and labour of the masses have become ol)je(ds of discussion 
in the various Women’s Conferences. Problems of labour and capital, 
of the “minimum wage”, of the housing of labour, based on the 

lleport of the Bconumic Reconstruction Group Committee of the 
Conference, were keenly discussed. These discussions were over¬ 
shadowed by the feeling that “contacts between the Conference 
and the masses remained exceedingly few”, to quote the words of 
Mrs. Vija} alakshmi Pandit, Chairw'oman of the Reception Committee 
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of the Conference. And the work of the year, of tho immediate 
future, was indicated by the President in words of serious import 

and purpose : 

“For 1940 I beseech you all to make con tacts with women of all shades of 
political opinion, to form friendships with the women of the labouring classes, and 
to try to become one in mind with every w'oman who is your nei{;lil)Our.” 

It is this weakening of the neighbourhood feeling tliat from 
certain points of view might be held rosponsilde for the dissensions 

y that separate tho nations, the (dasses and communities 

Congregated might nations. We have been trying during the 

the Divine Spirit years tlirough the ])agos of tJie A imuxu 

liCijisfcr to understand and ex])lain tlie mental and 
material causes of tho distempers tliat liave ))urst out in tho country, 
emlntiering relation between India aiid Britain, between the 

communities and classes and castes of India. Wo liave tried to 

subject developments in this country to a psycho-analysis in the 

liglit of universal human oxi)cricnc 0 as revealed in the history of 
nations. W^o ))elieve that this process of ‘seeing ourselves as others 

see us” has a healthy therapeutic value ; it cleanses our social and 
mental life of all the injurious elements, of all impurities. Now 
and then one feels afllicted ])y a weariness of S])irit as he wades 

through tlie signs and portents of tho deepening disunity in tho 

country. 'We are all conscious that wo are face to face with one 

of the recurring crises of human history, like unto the one that 

Europe witnessed and suffered from during tlie times, during the 

third and fourth centuries of the Christian era, wlien the Koman 
Empire l)roke clown from internal rottenness and from tlie attacks 
of the northern barbarians—the Huns, tho Geffhs and the Visigoths. 

As men and women felt on their bodies and minds tho oppressions 
of those times they said that the saints were asleep and that tliey 
liad ceased to intercede with Almiglity God for tho relief of his 
creation. In language of simple grandeur the condition of tilings 

was doscrilied thus ; “On tho earth distress of nations and perplexity, 

men’s hearts failing them for fear and tho looking after those things 

which are coming on the earth”. As one watches the war in 

Euro]i 0 , the “China Incident” of Jajiaii in eastern Asia, one finds 

a similarity betwoem things going belcjre our eyes and those tliat 
happened fifteen or sixteen centuries hack. This recognition does not, 
however, bring consolation to anybody. Confronted by “frenzied 
occasions” like these both in our internal and external relations, 
the men and wmnien of India have to seek and find a w^ay out 

of this “crisis of collection ahoiTation.” Human reason and intellect 

appear to be failing in tho test. W^e can only pray that there 

will appear on the horizon ‘ some signs of tho triumph of the Divine 

Spirit, dwelling in man, defying the congregated might of malignity”, 

to quote Babindra Nath Tagore’s words of hope and faith .—Specially 
contributed by Sri Suresh Chandra Dev. 
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The Council of State 

Budget Session—New Delhi—16th. February to 10th. April 1940 

Official Bills Passed 

The Ihidgct Kossion of the Council of commenced at New T)elln on the 

16th February 1940 with Sir Mavcrkjce iJcnhiiilifuj prcHiiling,. Sir Guthrw Russell, 
Chief Commissioner of Ivailways, ]>rcscntcd the Pail way ]h!dp-,et for the year 1910-41 
afler whicli the Jlouse adjourned till the 22rHl. February wheii it passed four ofllcial 
bills, recently ]»assed by the Ass(mi!)ly. 1'Iiese bills wene tlio Bill to in'ovide for the 
registration of certain European British subjects, the Bill to ]n-ovide for the imposi¬ 
tion of restrictions on forei<;iicrs, the Bill to i)ro'. ido for the retention in service of 
eerlain jicrsons ('iirolli'd for service in the Poyal Indian Navy and the Bill to 
extend tljc ojjeration of the eriminal law to oflences com milted on ships or aircraft 
registered in British India. 

Discu.'Sion of Bailavay Buixiet 

23rd. FEBRUARY ; - d'lie Council licld a general discussion of the Railway Budget 
to day. Mr. Hoss.nn Imam o’pening the discuHsioii said tliat in the last four years an 
increase in working ox])enses of NSd lakhs had occurred on railways. He feared that 
if this process was allowed to go on, tliere would he no surplus loft. He referred 
in ]>arti(*nlar to the level of expcndituic on the North West Railway and urged a 
reduction in it. He nleaded for moit; comforts for thii'tl class passengers. I\indit tl. N. 
Kiivzru., ojiposing t!ie ])roposed enhancement of rates and fares, said that the jiresent 
condition of railway financc.s was certainly not one to cause anxiety. As it was, 
they were going to ad<I to the dejireciafion fund at a rate at which in 9 or K) years 
50 crores would be ad<led to it. That was the limit laid down by the Wedgwood 
Committee He tlierefore saw no need for im]iOs!ng additional biiiden on taxi'uyers. 
Sir A. P. Patru strongly refut.cd the argnmonls advaiu-ed in favour of the rise in 
rates and fares. 'I'he contention that, the increase would be only a fleabitc compared 
to the rise that had already occurred in the price of commodities as no argument, 
he dechued. It was not a (picstion of a Imv annas or ]ucs l)cii)g added to the 
hulk {)rice of commodities ; the (inestion was what tlie cumulative cflect would be 
wl’cn it rolled down through various channels to the oidinaiy villager who f)ur- 
chased his food Rtnll's from the retail trader Mr. R. il. Pm her cliaraclerised as 
unfair and unsound the criticisms of the proi;osed ('iihancemcni (d rates and fares, 
d'liere was no question, he declared, that economically speaking ll.e j^ioier time to 
raise rates and fares Mas when theiewas tiiillic movie.g and the woist time possible 
was when they were raised on the last occasion, lu* rcgaidcd the Coteinment’s 
proposals as a statesmanlike wa.y of raising rmeniK's icquiicd in the ])ieficnt abnormal 
times. R. B. Lula Ra msarmaSis said liie ])roposal to iiicicasc cliai'gcs came as an un¬ 
pleasant shock to jieople who were alicady bearing i'.cavy lax buidciiM. If it was 
true, r.s (ioveunment contended, that tlie right lime to incH'asn rates was when 
tradic was moving, he asked why was tliat maxim not l<41o\\(sl in Biitain wliere 
the Minister of dh-ansport had given tin* as.'^unance that no incieasc in rates would be 
made ? VVBiy was British I’oliey in England diflcuMit fioiii Biitish ])olic-y in India? 
He (krdared that before th(‘ decision to incica.sc rates wtis taken, at least the Cliambers 
of Commerce siiould have been consulted, because the decision would adversely 
affect iiidnstrhil development. Mr. P. N. Sa/rii said he was not convinced that 
enough thought had been given to the immediate cllect of the increase in rates and 
fares. Intermediate and third class ])assrngciH would in his view feel the effect 
most and it was not right to impose an additional burden on these people to build 
up a reserve fund, much as he recognised the need of building up that fund. 
Sir Andrew Clow, replying to the debate, referred to the comilaiutof overcrowding 
in third class carriages. During his own tours he had seen ovcicrowding oceasio 
nally on one or two fast trains but generally it struck him that there were far too 
many carriages for the passengers, lie wished he had seen bigger crowds than he 
did see. A census was taken by the East Indian Railways in tins connection. As 
many as 6,138 trains were checked and overcrowding was found only in seven of 
them. Those who had travelled abroad would admit that that was a reasonable 
proportion. As regards the special rates of pay given to Anglo-Indians, that was 
not really a railway matter. The responsibility ultimately rested with the framers 
17 
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of the Government of India Act and the Government of India felt that they were 
only carryinf? out as they were ohli<;ed to do the })olicy therein enunciated. Speaking 
on the locomotive report, Sir Andrew said that Government were examining it. As 
far as he could judge at the moment the authors had made ample allowance 
against contiiigencicB but Government would have to consult the general managers 
of the railways concerned. The Council then adjourned till the 26th. 

Adjournment Motion—Chair's IUjling 


2Gtli. FEBRUARY : -The Council held a brief sitting of one hour this morning 
during which Mr. Mancckji Nadirahaiv Dalai wns allowed to refer his bill to 
amend the I’arsi ]\Iarriage and Divorce Act to a Select t’ornmittee. ami the Fresident 
Sir Maneckjvc Dadabhoij gave an important ruling. The ruling related to a question 
whether the mover of a motion fur the adjournment of the House liad a right of 
reply. The question arose during the last Simla session of the Council when Pandit 
Hirdaynatli Kunzru had brought forward his adjournment motion regarding the 
alleged unsatisfactoi’y nature of the announcement made by Government on the 
recommendation of the Cliatlield Commission and the Chair had informed Pandit 
J'Ginzru that he was not sure about the movei’s right of reply and had promised 
to give a considered decision at a later date. 

'J'he ruling given this morning by the Chair covered various aspects of the 
question, including a brief survey of the iwacticc and procedure lu'cvailing in the 
House of Commons, d'iie Chair said that in resi)onse to his request the Clerk of 
the House of Commons had informed liini that there was no provision in the 
House of Commons nor any rule or Standing Order similar to Indian Standing 
Order directing that the rPbalc on a motion for adjournment of the House shall 
automatically terminate if it was not conclud(*d within two hours and that “no 
question shall be juit. Ordinaliiy the right of the mover of a motion in the House 
of Commons for the adjournment of the House to re])ly is passed on the general 
conventional practice of debate and is not based on any definite standing order 
authorising the mover to claim a substantive motion for the adjournment*^of the 
House, namely, one made when no other question is under debate, is entitled to 
reply at the close of the debate on motion. In ])racticc, however, he has seldom the 
opportunity of exercising the right as he cannot exercise the right until all the 
members who desire to speak on the question have done so and it is a rare occur¬ 
rence for every member who wishes to B])eak to luive done so before the liour 
arrives at vyhirh under f:^Landing Order the 8i>eaker interrupts any businesB then 
under consideration.” 

Summarising its conclusions, the Chair observed. “In the first instance. I hold 
that the mover of an adjournment motion cannot claim an absolute right of reply 
but he may be aWowed a rlglvt of reply in certain cvvc.umstances provided there are 
no other members willimg to take part in debate. H there are other speakers and 
the debate is Icej^t np for ]icriod of two hours, it will automaticallv terminate. If 
the d(;bate collapses he,fore two hours, and if there are no other me'^mberB willin’c- to 
address the House on the subject, the Chair may allow the mover of the adjournnient 
motion the privilege of replying to the debate and in that case the Government 
Member sli.all also be allowed to speak again whether he has juTviously spoken or 
not, but if two hours elapse in the course of such discussion the debate shall also 
automatically terminate. Thirdly, in case where a motion for elosure has been 
moved and accej)ted by the House it will he in the dis-retion of the Chair to allow 
the mover of the adjournment motion the right of a reply before i)iitting the question 
to the House. Fourthly, if the debate has colla]ised and the mover of the motion 
and the Government Member have addressed the House by wav of reply and if the 
period of two liours has not expired the Chair shall put the motion to the vote of 
the House unless the mover withdraws the motion with the leave of the Council.” 


29th. FEBRUARY ;—Mr. C\ E. Jones, the Finance Secretary 
Budget to-day which thereafter adjourned till Monday the 4th. March.’ 


presented the 


debate on Prkje Control 

rv The Council debated this morning the Hon. Sardar Thiin 

k^ingh s resolution fhab ‘"This CouncU views with great apywchensiou the price 
control policy of the Government, and recommends to the Governor-General in 
Council that no action be taken to arrest a normal rise in the price of agricultural 
pioducc. bardar Buta biiigh said that he was moving the resolution in’ order to 
ascertain the basis of ihe Government’s policy and its scope. He wafflhe 
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Government so to mould its policy as to secure the loyalty and devotion'of .the 
vast rural population in the dillicult days which lay aiiead. He referred to the 
Price Control Conference recently held, and the Economic Adviser’s memorandum, 
and asked if the Economic Adviser had worked out production as well as replace¬ 
ment costs in various areas in this country. 

Sir liamaswaini Mudahar^ Commerce Member declared tha the Government 
could not base their price control ])olicy on any question of buying:; loyalty by 
allowing piices to go up. Wbctlicr the masses were loyal, or even assuming for a 
moment that their loyally was strained, the Government were much too inlerested 
in the j)rosjjerity of the agricultuiist to base their policy on anything exce])t consi¬ 
deration of the" contentment of the agriculturist from the point of view of his 
produce and the i)ricc he oblained for it. (hear, hear.) Sir llamasvvnmi explained 
that the initiative for the delegation to provincial Goveimncnts of i)Ower to control 
retail prices had come fiom some of the provijicial Governments themselves, They 
were justified in taking that initialive because immediately after (he outbreak of 
war prices suddenly lea])t u[), conditions became unsettled, and from the point of 
view of law and order it was essential for provincial Govcrnmenls to take some 
power to control the sudden and unaccountable rise in prices, ])articiilarly because 
the })roducts concerned had already passed from the }>roducers to middlemen. 
Provincial Governments were as active as the Goveinmenl. of India in considering 
how far, if at all, control of prices was necessary. 'Ihe (Jovernment of India, so 
ft,.* from ignoiing the interests of the agriculturist, had tried to ascertain the ])oint 
of view of the agriculturist in various ways. He instanced the extensive tours he 
and the Vice-President of the Economic Kesources Boaial liad undertaken. He did 
not claim that the Government liad come to the help of the agricultuiist as much 
as the agriculturist had expevtcd or deserved, but it was certainly not true that the 
Government had not come to his help at all during the long j>criod of depression. 
Blr Jtamaswami referred to his speech at the Price Clontrol (k)nfcrence exfdaining 
that if and when control of jirices was exercised, the Central Government would 
control ])riceB at the primary stage of ju'odiiction, and provincial Governments at 
the retail or distributive stage. 

Sardar Buta Suujli withdrew his resolution. The House then adjourued. 

Official Bii.ls Passed 

5th. MARCH The Council sat for an hour this morning, when seven oflicial 
Pills were ]iassed. iSir Alan Lloi/d^ Secretary, Commerce 1 )ci'-artment, moved 
that the Pill to nrovide for the registration and more edcctivc ]u-(j(ection of trade 
marks, as passed ny the Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration. He said 
that trade marks were wholly to the advantage of consumers, and were regarded as 
pieces of valuaide properly by producers. The Pill was passed without amendment. 

On the motion of IMr. K, Jones, Finance Secretary, the Council passed three 
Pills, one amending the Indian Coinage Act, the second to facilitate the changing 
of the date on wliich the annual accounts of the Reserve Pank of India are closed, 
and the third to amend the Reserve Pank Act to enable the Pank to enter into an 
agency agreement with, and make advances to the Poard of Commissioners of 
Currency in Ceylon, 

Hpeaking on the Coinage Bill, Mr. Jojies said that it was designed to reduce 
the silver content of four-anna coins. The si/.e, shape and weight of the coins 
would remain unaltered. The object of the Pill w'as to economize in the use of 
silver, the demand for which had increased considerably since the outbreak of war. 

Ileferring to the Reserve Pank Amendment Pill, he said that the Ceylon 
Government had decided to run its own currency. The Governor of Ceylon wmnld 
fix a date after which the Indian riii>cc \vould cease to be legal tender in Ceylon. 
In the interests of Indian trade and Indian settlers in Ceylon it wuis necessary that 
new Ceylon currency should be convertable in the Indian rupee at par. That had 
been secured, and the Ceylon currency would be linked to tho Indian rupee. The 
Reserve Pank had agreed to act as the Indian agent of the Ceylon Poard of 
Commissioners of Currency. 

The Labour 8ecretary, Mr. M. S. A. Hydari, moved that the Bill further to 
amend the Factories Act, as passed by the Legislative Assembly be passed. He said 
that with the passage of years the Central Government had, with the support of 
rroviiiciol Governments, been building iiji a code of laws regulating the employment 
of children in factories. The Bill proposed to apply the provisions of the Factories 
Act dealing with health and safety to power factories employing from ten to 20 
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persons, if any of Hicse persons was nndor 17 years of ap:e. The Pill was passed 
with certain amendinents nccesbiiaicd b\ llnj aniendments made by the Assembly. 

Tlie CoiiMril also passed two other Bills—the Bill further to amend the Indian 
Emii'ration Act and the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to arbitra¬ 
tion as passed by the Assembly. 

General Discussion of Budget 

6th. MARCH The Council held a general discussion of Budget to-day. The 
debate was opened by 8ir A. l\ Fatro who sharply criticised the Budget provisions. 
Tiic Maharajddliiraj oj D ti-bhavija said that tlicy appreciated the dilliculties of the 
Finance Member ami assurt'd him that they fully su]>i){)rted the cause of the Allies 
in the WTxr. The additional burden in the form of fresh taxation, he remarked, was 
not abnoimal. “ I'his is the nice we have to ])ay for our safety.’’ He feared timt 
the effect ol petrol duty wouiil be that the transport industiy would be adversely 
affcv'ted. He supported the suj,'AesUon of the Federation of Indian (Jhamber of 
Commerce and Industry tiiat with the outbreak of the war the entire defence 
expenditure should la; subiei-ted to s-rutiny of a committee of both Houses of 
Legislature. Lala Ram Sarun lAt'i said that the Budget ])roposalB involved a ])olicy 
of taxation witlmut the tax-payeis being taken into confidence. He strongly objec¬ 
ted to the imposition of the new buiden which, he declared, was bound to give a 
sharp setback to agriculture and industry. Fand/t fhrday Nath Kinizru criticised 
the agreement the Government of India had reached witli the British Government 
in regard to the defence biidget and aski'd why the burden of one crorc liacl been 
thrown on the Indian tax-payer in violation of that anangement, Mr. //. JJoiv, 
Director-General of tSupi)ly Dopaitment, intervened in tlie debate to rej>ly to some 
of the criticisms made against his department. He said that his dej^artment had 
been criticised in regard to its relations with the indnslries, financial control, exjien- 
diture of the department and its woik which are not justihed. Sir Dand Rcradnus 
asserted that the Indians States should have liecn asked to make conliilnilions to 
the external defence of India. ‘‘It is a fight for our existence and the Stales must 
come ill with their contributions towaids the defence expenditure.” d’he Finance 
Member^ replying to the, debate, said that he was much interested in the criticisms 
that his were undcr-cstimates. He was, however, 8ur]uised that none had spoken 
on his over-estimates. As legards the demand for the ap])ointment of a retrench¬ 
ment committee, >Sir Jeremy suggested it was most inopiiortuno. He admitted that 
expenditure both civil and military was increasing. It was inevitable, he said, in the 
present conditions. He vigorously lesistcd the demand for salary cuts and asked, 
was it demanded that the jniy of military otliccrs should be cut in order that the 
burden of taxation should lie less heavily on the excess ]uorits made by the com¬ 
mercial (aunmunity ? Proceeding, Fir Jcrcviy refened to the suggestion that 
industrialists should be encouraged now to establish industries wliidi oiu*e estab¬ 
lished could have the luospec-t of siicccss when peace time conditions came. Ulie 
House at this stage adjouriicd till the 11 th. March. 

National Aiumy for India 

11th. MARCH :—Pandit //. A’. Kanzru moved a resolution to day demanding a 
Belf'Sutiicient defence system for India. Speaking on Ids resolution J’andit Kunzru 
referred to the communique issued after the last Viceroy Gandhi talks and said 
that it was clear that His Majesty’s Government were at present dosirons of grant¬ 
ing Dominion Status to India. His Excellency the Viceroy, however, had pointed 
out to Mr. Gandhi that defence uas one of the most ditlicult i)roblems they would 
have to tackle. Ills resolution tlicrefore suggested the machinery for overcoming 
that ditllculty. For the natural reniilt of the grant of Dominion constitution to 
India was self-Ciovernincnt in defence. Exidaining what lie meant by self-sutliciency 
Pandit Kunzru said that India’s defence should be in accordance with the cir¬ 
cumstances she was placed in. The luesent strength of the army in India was 
adequate according to military authorities. The difference between the Indian and 
military viewpoint was that while Indians wanted a national army, the military 
authorities regarded the coin})osition of the army and the class from which its 
officers were drawn to be of vital importance. Mr. Williams, Defence Co-ordination 
Secretary claimed that he had been placed in a position of difficulty because different 
view-points had been expressed in the resolution and in the speech of its mover. 
The Government however could only take the resolution as it stood and would 
oppose it, primarily because its objective was ‘‘utterly impracticable”. Mr. WilliamB 
Iftid that it was not the (luestion of goodwill of the Government but of facing 
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realities. Dealing with the question of Belf-sufTiciency he pointed out that the cost 
of one single battleship would not be a popular proposition in the Indian Budget 
and self-sutiiciency in the modern weapons of vvarfaie would j)lace an unbearable 
burden on India. India therefore must continue to rely on Great Britain for her 
defence. Proceeding, Mr. Williams quoted Ihof. Roberts, who had laid down that 
for complete self-sutiiciency a country needed as much as '62 artities, of which the 
British Empire had only 'db. As for self-rule in defence viti-a-ris Dominion Status 
Mr. Williams quoted tlic report of the .loint Parliamentary Committee, which did 
not regard it as essential tliat India’s progress in civil and military matters should 
be identical. The resolution was defeated and the Council adjourned till March 14. 

Non-official Rksolutions 

14th. MARCH : -Two non-oTiieial resolutions were discussed to-day. Both were 
withdrawn. The first, relating to railway conhacts, was by Mr. J\ A'. Sapru and the 
eecond, by Sardur But<i Bnujh, asked the Government to convey to His Majesty’s 
Government the Council’s satisfaction on the Viceroy’s y»ronoiinccment in connexion 
with India’s future states. 3 he House then adjourned till the 18th, 

Resolution on Birth Control 

18th. MARCH :—Tilr. P. N. Papru, in moving his resolution to-day on birth 
control, admitted that there was great divergence of oniiiion over the issue of birth 
control. lie rcferifM to the ‘alarming growth of population’ in India wdtich, he said, 
had increased hy 62 millions in 60 years, {side by side science had been perfecting 
the machinery for ]U’eserving life and suliicient men did not die even in modern 
warfare. With disease ai»d famine well under control, and with universal early 
marriages in India the growth of poi)ulation had been phenomenal during the 
last three dec-ades. One aspect of this growth was the de[)lorahle low standard of 
living. Vast numbers were under-dcveloi>cd and under-nourished. Uiicray'loyment 
had been on the imu ease and was hound to increase still more in years to come. 
Apart from this, s(4(ish man never thinks wliat a w'oman lias to go through in 
bearing children and from the humanitarian point of view' they could not deny to 
w'ornen what they had ))een demanding, namely, the right to self-determination. 
Mr. did not th.ink religion was adverse to birth control. ‘Any way’ he said, 

‘morals must be based on liiology and should be for the betterment of the human 
race.’ "I'lie speaker held that birth control w'ould purify the institution of marriage 
itself, and would not lead to immortality as it was often alleged that it w'ould. 
Lastly, he said that his resolution did not seek com])ulsioii and therefore should 
not be opposed by anyone. 

Sir Jagdish J'ra^iad, replying to the debate, quoted figures to show that there 
had been no alarming growth of ]>o]mlation in the eentrally administered areas. 
Foi instanee, in the Andamans and Britisli Baluchistan there had been no increase 
in po])ulatioii, while the I'O'piilation of Ajmer-Marwara was only 200 ])cr square 
mile as compared to the all-India figure of LM3 per square mile, {^ir Jagdish 
Prasad said that there were two ways of looking at the question. ITom the health 
point of view some had recognized tliat women siiffeiing from certain diseases 
should be protected from beaiing children. Mr. Rapru, liowever, had based his 
entire case on the economic plank. He would like birth control to check the growth 
of population. The question, if looked at from that angle, was beset with ditlieulties. 
The Education Member told the Council that there were only TOO lady doctors in 
this country and if birth control were to succeed, their primary concern should 
be to iiicreaso the numlicr of lady doctors in India. He urged that local bodies 
and voluntary organizatioms should bo utilized for educating i>ublic opinion. 
The resolution was ])ut to vote and carried by nine votes against eight. The 
Council then adjourned till March ‘21. 

Official Bills Passed 

21st MARCH ;—The Council held a 2o minute sitting to-day and passed with 
out amendment three Go’ernment bills recently passed by the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly. The bills passed were the Coal Mines Safety (stowing) Act Amendment Bill, 
the bill to amend the law relating to Income Tax and the bill further to amend 
the Reserve Bank of India Act. 

Mr. C. F. Jones, Finance Secretary, moving the consideration of the Reserve 
Bank Act Amendment Bill said that it was a well recognised and generally ac- 
cei)ted xninciple that shares of a Central Bank when the bank was of the shai'e- 
holding variety, should be distributed ns widely as possible so as to minimise the 
risk of the policy and administration of the bank being dominated by some 
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interests.” It muflt be clear that if any particular group or interest -were to 
acquire an ujiduc share of voting power it w'ouhl im])o6c on the country a policy 
directed by its own pailhuilar interest which might or might not coincide with 
the best interests of the country as a whole. Mr Jones gave figures to illustrate 
that “the undeHirablc tendency I have referred still continues.” 3'he Bill, he said, 
was a move in the right direction calculated to avert further deterioration in the 
position. The bill was passed and the Council adjourned till March 26. 

Excess riioPiTS Tax Bij.l 

26th. MARCH The Council devoted the whole of to-day’s sitting to consider¬ 
ation of the Excess rrofils 4'ax Bill, as passed by the Legislalive Assembly. Mr. 
J, F, Sh(chy, Member, Central Board of Revenue, moved consideralion of the Bill. 
The Hon. Mr. Shtniiidos Aakuran referred to the Hindu year ^Ahich begins from 
“Dewali” and urged that it should be taken as an accounting year. Mr. idhcehy, 
intervening, said that the Hindu year would be taken as an accounting year if it 
was BO desired by an asscssce. The Hon. Rao Bahadur K. Govuidachari said that 
at a time when the daily war exjienditure of Croat Biiluiu liad reached C6,r)00,0(X3 
it was not exjtected that India could ])lay an adequate ])art in the prosecution of 
the w'ar without a further measure of taxation, “1 consider that the Covernmerit 
have shown due consideration to the individual taxpayer l)y not resorting to such a 
scheme which would have justly evoked much Ojuposition and in ])rcfeiTing instead 
the present Bill.” 3he Hon. Maharajadhiraja oj Fai-bhaiiga welcomed the imi)rove- 
ments made in the Bill siin-e its introduction in the Assembly. He however urged 
that like the sujier-tax and income-tax, the excess ]>iofitH tax sliould not be retained 
after tiie present emergency had passed. Hon. Hir Huhimtoola Ghuioy ])lcaded for 
the cinema industry which he asked should lie exem])ted from the tax. He said 
that if the yield from the tax exceeded the Covernmenl’s estimates it should come 
forward with an amending Bill reducing the iicrcentage of the tax. d'he Hon. 
Jvai Bahadur Leila Jiamsaran Das said that one eflect of (be Bill had been a 
general lowering of prices, both of agricultural commodities and manufactured 
goods. He took strong objection to the Covernment selecting businessmen to 
bear the burden of the war. The Hon. Mr. 1/oosaui Imam said, “Believing as I 
do in a more equital)Ic distribution of wTaltli and a largei’ share of the 8(atc in 
the profits of industries, J welcome the measure before tJie House.” JJe felt tliat 
if the (lovernment had decided to tax all the proiits, industrialists might 

have had some cause for comjdaint. He, hoivever, held that tlie Bill had not 
gone far enough to do justice to Bupiuessed industries like the coal industry. 
Further discussion was adjourned till the next day, the 27th. March, when 
Mr. P. N. Sapru s])eaking on the consideration motion said that he regarded 
excess profits in the nature of unearned inclement, 60 ])er cent ai)piopiiatiori of 
W'hich by the State wuxs justified on iwinciples of equity and social justice. Mr. 
Kalikar deprecated tlic strong comments made against the industrialists. 

3'lic Finance Member, Sir Jeremy Jlnsmaji, replying to the debate, said that 
one of the misgivings of the Memhers related to the machinery for carrying out 
the provisions of the Bill. Ho assured the Council that their object would be to 
Bct up a machinery for the administration of Excess Pvohls Tax which will be 
Batisfactovy and eiVicicnt and will xxot redm*c the elllcxe.ncy of Ibe existing macii- 
inery oi collection of lixcoxwc Tax. The Finance Member announced that the 
Government had the case of jiioneer industries in mind and they would make every 
endeavour to avoid inflicting damage on them as was possible by the Excess 
ITofits d'ax. The Bill was passed and the Council adjourned. 

Debate on the Finance Bjll 

2nd. APRIL The Council devoted the wdxole of to-day to debating the consi¬ 
deration motion on the J'iiiance Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly. The 
Finance Se(‘retnry, Mr. C. E. Jones, in moving that the Finance Bill as passed by 
the Legislative Assembly be taken into consideration, made a brief statement in the 
course of which he explained that the Bill sought to give legislative sauclion to the 
Budget proposals. He pointed out that the Assembly luid caiiied one amendment in 
the Bill, which imposed the cnlianccd excise duty on sugar actually produced on or 
after Mxxrch 1. 1910. The Maharaja of Darhhanga opened the debate. Si)eaking as an 
ngrieulturist, he said he felt that it should be the primary eonccin of the Government 
to increase the capacity of the land to bear the burden of taxation. J'lie llon’ble 
Mr. Shantidas Askuran wanted an Estimates Commiltee in addition to the Standing 
Finance Committee and a Ketrenchment Committee in order to avoid rumourfl of 
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needless expenditure. Referring to the additional tax on petrol, he said that one of 
the greatest handicaps to the agriculturist in the realization of proper returns for his 
produce, was the lack of i)roper transj)ort and much work still lay ahead in linking 
up the country-side. The llon’hle Mr. J. H. S. Richardson discussed the protection 
polii;y of the CJovcrnment of India. He said that the steady ,_;iowth of all protected 
industries was of equal inii>ortance to the Revenue Dej^arlrnent as it was to the 
devclo{)ment of the country itself, but it was evident from specific instances before 
them that revenue had not been forthcoming and development was in danger of 
being retarded, lie felt that whilst foreign comi)etition was avoided, subsequent 
internal competition arose owing to over-production and considerably nullified 
the extent of ])rotection which Government agreeil with the daritr Hoard was 
necessary to enable the industries eventually to stand on their own legs. The Ilon’ble 
Mr. Jianiias J\iutulu, Leader of the Congress Party in the Council of tState, 
welcomed the relief which the Finance j\loml)er had given to the co-operative 
societies in the matter of income-tax. He, however, urged that the income-tax itself 
should be amended to make the reliH' perrnaue/Jl and statutory, 'i’iie HoM’l)le Mr. 
R, H. Parker wanted the Council to judge the Finance Pill with the war as its 
background. lie said that it was not the time to air grievances but to get together 
and witi the war. d'ho House then adjourned till the next day, the 3rd. April, when 
Pir K. Ranimnii ilAoio;/, continuing the debate on tlie Pill, alluded to certain 
observations made yc^sterday urging that Indian industries should not only 
be ])rotectcd from foreign competition but also from internal competition. Sir 
Raniaswaun Mudaliar, Commerce ?Nlcmbcr, annouiucd that he was {)re])ared to 
considtu’ the yMSsibilily of instituting an Export Ailvisory Poaid with repr(^s('nlativcs 
of shippers and agriculturists as its memhers. The Hoard will advise the tiovernmciit 
in regard to dilliculties exi>ericneed by trade and commerce in matter of exi)ort8. 
'il'he laying down of the policy, liowever, will continue to lemain the fnnclioii of the 
Government of India. Jvlr. Kaltl.kar asscited that the additional tax on sugar w'ould 
liit the grower equally w'ith the niaiiufachirer. He lodged a strong protest against 
the modification of the Niemeyer Awaid and declared that thereby ihe Govenimcnt 
of India would encroach on ])rovincial autonomy, d'his, he iirgcul, w'as the time 
whcii tlie Defence 1 )e])artmeiit should change its attitude and policy and take the 
])eopIe of the countly into confidence in regard to defence matters. The Goverii- 
nieut would then have wholchcart(*d su))iiort in the emergency and the forces against 
Hitler would be enormously Blrengtheiied. Pandit //. N. Kintziu dealt mainly 
with w'hat he deB(aibed as the larger question of policy wdiich lay behind and over- 
sliadowed the concrete financial and economic questions raised by the Pndget. 
Before going into those larger questions lie referred to the sugar and yietrol duties 
and asked what was the Ciovernment’s policy in the matter ol tlie manufacture of 
power alcohol out of molasses. He dv\elt ujion the futuic indusliial develop¬ 
ment of the country as legards relaxation of the fiscal coinmissioids conditions for 
the grant of jirotcction. Pandit Kiinzrii yjointed out that the economic. yH>stnlates on 
which the Commission based its report no longer held good. For instance, 
abundant suyiply of raw materials in the country whhdi the Commission laid down 
as one of the conditions for the grant of protection to an industry using that 
material was not of sucli vital imyiortancc now'. 'I'he Commeice Member, Sir 
Raniasyinviy Mu ialiar intervening in tbc dcAiate. ic\)lied to various criticisms levelled 
against his department. 'Ihe Commerce Member dealt at some length with the 
question of protected industries vis-a-vis iutcinal comiietitioii and over \>ioduct:on, 
wliieh was raised by Mr. Richardson yesteulay. Referring to the sugar iuduB:ry, 
the Commerce Member rcjuidiated the suggestion that the excise duty was in any 
way responsible for its present ills. It was largely the action of the two provincial 
GovernmentB of the United Provinces and Pihar, which was responsible for the present 
state of affairB. Dealing willi the ciitieisms legarding peliol pi ices, the Commerce 
Member said that the Government had a hand in fixing the present juices of jietrol 
and kerosene oil. ^^oon after the outbreak of War, when the Government examined 
the whole question, it found that 3U j^ercent of India’s oil sujqdies, came from 
countrieB in resjiect of which the exchange value of the rupee had deju-eciated. 
The Council passed the motion for consideration and then j>assed the Bill as 
passed by the Assembly and then adjourned till the 5th. Ajuil. 

Europeans in Army 

5th. APRIL The Bill to make certain juovisions relating to Bervice by 
European British Hubjects in the Armed I'orces of, or in a civil capacity under, 
the Crown as passed by the Legislative Assembly figured on the order paper of 
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the Council to-day. Tlie Defence Co-ordination Secretary, Mr. Williams, in 
moving- the consideration of the bill, explained that the measure was designed to 
provide more e/Iective and economical recruitment of European British Subjects 
])articiilnrly to the otiicer class of the Defence Forces of the Crown. Experience of 
the last War had shown that cadets who mi}i,ht have been more usefully employed 
in the civil side were recruited in lar^c numbers. The Council, lie said, must 
remember that the civil side was cqtially im])ortant in the stru^rgle in which the 
Empire was involved at present. Mr. Williams reminded the House that imme¬ 
diately after the outlireak of War the Uovornment had introduced a system of 
compulsory rcj^istration of European Biitisli Subjects and had slo()i)ed members of 
that community Icavini!; India without the p.erinission of Militaiy Authojilies. It 
was natural for tlie community to demand where and in uhat ca])acity its services 
W'cre to be utilised. Tlie bill provuh'd the answer. It also laid down that those 
members of the community who look iij) national service would be reinstated in 
their civil emjdoynicnt after the emergency had ]‘assed away. ]\Ir. Williams explained 
how impracticabfc it was to have a national register for Indians and said that the 
Bill w'as in the intoiosts of Imlia. 'I he Bill was Bipiporled by Mcssis. i'arker and 
Kichardson and tSir A. 1*. Batro and w'as oi)posed by Messis. Kunzru, tSapru, 
Uossain Imam, Kalikar and Mohd. Hussain. 

Official Bills Barfed 

8th. APRIL:—The IToiisc jiasscd without amendment to-day five oflicial Bills, 
recently passed bv the Lopislative Assembly. The Bills avci c 'i'lie Bill to amend 
the Defence of India Act ; the Bill to make bettor financial jwovision for the 
Imperial Council of Ai^ricultural Besoarch ; the Bill further to amend the Insurance 
Act ; the Bill furtliei to amend the Indian 'fariff Act (iclatiu'!; to the impaisition of 
an imiiort duty on wattle liark) ; and the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff 
Act ‘second amendment), (relatin*!; to the continuation of proleclion to silk and of 
import duties on w’heat and rice). d'Jie iionse then adjourned till the lUlh. April. 

10th. APRIL The Council concluded its session to-day after passing; 4 Bills 
as passed by the Assembly. These w'erc Mr. Tyson''s Drills Bill, Mr. Hydaii's Bill 
to amend the Indian Mines Act and to amend the Betroleum Act and Mr, S. N. 
Eoy^s Bill to amend the Motor Vehicles Act. 

The Dklus Bill 

During the debate on the Drugs Bill, Mr. P. N. Sapm strongly urged the 
need for separate treatment of the Umuii and Ayurvedic system and the standardisa¬ 
tion of medicinal preparations in common use in those systems as also the regis¬ 
tration of Vaids and Hakims. The people of India, he said, even those who spent 
10 to 1-5 years in British universities, still had faith in these eystenis and even if a 
much larger number of alloiiathic doctors were provided in luial areas than now, 
people would continue to go to Hakims and Vaids. 

Sir G. S, Bajpat exphiine<l the extreme ditliculty of standardising indigenous 
medical systems Col. Chopra wh) had been at woik on indigenous drugs during 
the last 9 years recently stated that he had so far been only able to touch the 
fringe of the subject,. It was rather dilli'-ult to expen-t liic (kuitral Government 
to do what needed not only the co-ojieraiion hut the piimary eifort of Ihovincial 
Governments As regards registration of Hakims and Vai<is, the correi^t forum 
for making the suggestion was the provincial legislature but be undertook to 
circulate a cojiy of the debate on this Bill to IToviiicial Governments in the hope 
that it might serve to stimulate their interest in the subject. The Bill was passed 
and the House adjourned side die. 
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Excrsrf rrvOFiTrf Tax Bill 

The Biulj^et Sossion of the C-eiitral Le[;iHlutive AKaeinl)ly comnuMired at New 
Delhi on tlie (ith. February ltf40 a Ihin Douse. (^)i)i’iess iMemheiB were 

absent. The new Ihlls iiitioiliued (o-fl.ay reh'.ted to the imi'orl. luanufaeture, distri¬ 
bution and sab; of driiys, amendment of the Jndian Coinage Act to reduce lineness 
of silver in tour anna |;ic'cs and imposition of ri'^t: ictions on londaneis. 

Sir JiTi'Dij/ b’niam-e Member, niovine; reference of the l']xeess Ih’ofits 

Tax Bill to a h^elcct C'ommititi" announccil an important altejalion in tlic date 
vvitliin which the committee is to m;ike its repoi t. lie s^nid that tlie date would 
be March () instead of l''chr..';iry id as oiieinally proposed. 'Jdiis, he explained, was 
to meet llie ohj(‘, tious ol those* who felt tliat they should he in a ])osili{)n to judpe 
the actual linancial ncci'ssipy for tin; im'astne ami to see the tinaiicial pic-tiiic as a 
whole hefore jtidpiuL- I’m; just i liahilit y of tlic Bill. By the (liaiiye in the date, the 
Hehc.t Commiitce woidd make its lepoitsix da}s afiei'the hmlpet speec-h and that he 
hoped ivould pivc^ tlie mcmines ei'.ouph time to judee the |)Osi(ao;i eorreetly. 
]Mr. Ashman and ><ir H'yni: l/'o;/,/ suhje. ted tlie measuie to a certain amount of 
erilieism, the latter poina, so far as to des'-iihe it as liaslily (*onc(‘i\e(l and iirema- 
tniely hroupht into hi'inc, hut in the end both sn]);toU<‘d the motion for JSeleet 
D'Ommitlee. The general tiend of ciiticism wais to lepaid the bu per cent rate 
and the ahsem-e of a tiimcdimit for the exiary of the nu'asuje as txvo seiic’ins 
blemislies. 'J'he I reader (;f the l‘airoj)ean (Jronj) snpL’ested an annual revi(;w of tlie 
rate and ))iit in a timely plea for economy in war expenditure as heinp ('sseiitial. 
Amonp other speakers, Sir A. IJ. iiha-.tian deplored the h'io ly elTects of tlie new 
duty on indiislries like sidppinp and JMr. 11 u^.stnnh!nu Lulji depicted the ]»lipht 
of tlie Indian industry in even inoie Iniid laiipnape. 'idu; lone snp-]>orier of the 
i'inancc Member ivas Sir 2'rn ifl-Jjiti Alimad. J)r. IhntrrjL oi'jiosod the ])iinciple of 
the Bill. His main eonten'iou was that, the GoAeinmeiit iiad not ]>laeed Inhire 
them all date to enahh; them to SMp]»oi't the Bill. bVir instanee, they did not 
know what amount of money was lUM'ded duiinp the next year by tlie (lovernirient, 
wliat w^ere its resources ami what yield the (loveinment expected fiom the Excess 
Brofits Tax. He asked the Ihiiame Member if tlie (boernment. bail any intention 
of m*ikinp a contribution to Gieat Britain as duiinp the last, war. I’roceedinp, Dr. 
Jlannorji said that lie for one wnis not opi'osed to taxation of abnormal pi'ofits 
of (;a[)italists. He woidd ha\e pladly voted for the Bill if there was resjioiiHihlo 
povernmciit at tlic ('entre. As thinps \YCie, lie rcprctled he cotild not support the 
measure. The House then ahjourned. 

IxIONAPriNl. tfc ALJ>Lt'TlON BllJ. 

7tli. FEBRUARY : -n^ivin Ldlr'nm I X(t rit Ira ?'Bill further to amend the Indian 
Eenal (lode to raise tlie ape limit of persons, lemale as well as male, in eonneetion 
with the otfence of kidnapjriiip and ahdiietion to '‘under IS yi'ars” instead of the exis¬ 
ting limit of ‘hinder Idyinis and 11 years in ease of Jemale and male children 
respectively, in order to check the prowinp niena-e of ahchietioii was f'assed for 
circulation to elicit opinion theriMii as ISir Ur'jniaU Maxiroll, Home Member, said 
tliat the Bill was of sii.h a eiiara-'ler that iirovinets also should he eonsnltcd. 

Diwan Lalchavd Nn lU!Irad.'i iiiolion that the Bill further to amend the 
Eross and Kepistration of Books Act, hs07 be idrcnlated for the fmipose of elicit,.np 
opinion thereon, was iicpatived without a division. 

Air Training for Indian Yoittiis 

8th. FEBRUARY Sir Baza Ali’^ resolution recomniending to tlie Govern¬ 
ment to take early steps to strengthen the air defence of India by juoviding suitable 
air training for Indian youths and establishing an auxiliary air force commensurate 
with the size, population and requirement of the countiy to be manned by Indians, 
was unanimously accepted. IMr. ()<jHvie, Defence Hceretaiy, accepted the mover’s 
suggestion tliat Government should show Iheir sympathy to the object of Uie 
resolution by remaining neutral, if there was a division. Mr. (Jgilvie said that he 
viewed, and the Government viewed, the desire expressed in the resolution with the 
18 
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greatest possible sympathy but he must point out tlie diniculties in accepting it. 
The financial ])ioblem stared them in the lace at every stage. A modern air force 
cost as much as a modern navy and if you were to wish to equip India to face any 
l)ossible danger, then the task was entirely beyond the country’s powers. If India 
became the ])rimary object of attack by a first, class ])ower she woukl, whatever her 
])olitical i)Osition, have to rely upon Imiperial re-iufon‘ements. “As regard the 
present position, we can say that the ])re])arations which we have made and tlic 
forces w'hi(‘.h we have at our disi)osal are sudicient, within the limitations imposed 
by the circumstances of India, to do all that we ex|)ec.t and require them to do. 
Our defence forces have ea-di its allotted task in accordance with the strategic 
circumstances. All that we can hope to do uith our modest resources is to meet 
those ami perhai)S have a little up our slei'ves.” Giving figures, Mr. Ogilvie said 
that a modern bombing i-lane cost L’.t lakhs and a figliter a lakh and a half. A 
squaciron of 12 cost 8U lakhs of luiaa'S to form and about Rs. 2t) to 2') lakhs 
recurring The Indian Air Foicc, said Idr. Ogilvie, was not an Auxiliary Air 
Force, as the mover said, but was a regular air foice and was fit and capalile of 
taking i)art side by side with the ftoyal Air Force anywhere and at anytime. It 
was a eomparatively luwv foice but it was an admiiable foice and the enormous 
amount of time and tiouble taken to piepare this genu of the future Jndian Air 
Force had i)roved wu-ll worth takine. Jt was entiiely olliceied by Indians, d'here 
still were a considerable number oi British non-eommissioned oliiceis em]»loyed as 
high-grade mechanicians, d’hese weie the only Brilisli jausonnel left in the 

squadron. He urged the ino\er to withdraw' his lesolutioii. Sir Biiza A/g re])lying, 

said tliat symi'athy from otiicial himches might have Inaui eonsidiued a ureat thing in 
Ibid or FU4 but had now' ceased to have any fascination. If (ioverninenl’s sympra- 
tby now was leal and simaue. he would ask them to lefiain from \oling on the 
lesolution. ]\lr. Ouilrie said that (Jovernmeiit would not take ])art in the voting, 
ddic resolution tvas jiut and eariied without di\isioii ami the House atljouiiied. 

Ejccess I’kofits Tax Bu.l (roNTD.) 

Iftli. FEBRUARY :-The Assembly to-day resumed discussion of tlic Finance 
]\1i‘nther\H inolioti, made on the opening day of the session, that the Excess rrofils 
'Fax- Bill !)(' referred to a select commillee. Mr. Faijuath Jinjoria said tliat it was 
iH'utral cmiiitiics that were likely to lieiiefit most hy the war. India had oidy 
secured ordeis worth Rs, 11 eioies. No dominion or colony in tlie Biilish Eiuj-ii'e 

had yet passes! a measuic of this kiml. The Giown Colony of Ct'yloii had thrown 

out a similar Bill. The I’ill was ohicetionahle heeause it would take away not only 
war profits Imt normal i)rolils. He could umhu-staiid why I'diiopean members of 
the House gave their su]>porl to it. Tliey knew the yield Iroiii the tax wuuild he 
ultimately secured by tlicm or by their country, b^ir Moliain/nr i Yamin Khan 
])l('ade(l the (‘ase of tlie “poor taxpayers” ol the country. He said that since tlie 
outbreak of the wai, middlemen and merchants Jiad been making VJO jhu' cent, and 
in some casi's l.tKK) jX'r cent, piolit. He cited the eases ol wheat, sugar, iron and 
steel, and medicinal si ores, the juices of all of wldcli had lieen juit u]) wit lion t any 
excuse and w'ould have Boare<l higher hut for the jiulicy of juice eont-iol adojited by 
tlie Government. Maul a Abdur Ixnshid. Ciiowdlinrij puinlcd out tiiat tlie suddenin'ss 
with which the Bill hud been iiitrodueed had reacted l>adly on the maikels, with tlie 
result that the jirimary ju-odiicer had to sell his goods at veiy cdieap lates. 
Air Cowasji Jehanf/ir ac(*eple(l the ])rim‘ii)Ie that tlic folate sJioiild have a 
reasonable sluiie of war profits hut declaied that that siiaie was exceeded in the 
jirovisions of tlie Bill wliidi lie eliaracterised as a blind copy of the British Act 
prepaied with the same blind fidelity to the oiiginal as that of the Chinese tailor 
who, commissioned to make a suit on the model of an old one, copied even the 
lioles and jiatehcs in tlie tiousers and the rents in tlie »*oat, and made the new suit 
a misfit (laughter), ddie inclusion of the year R)d8-dl) in the chargeable aeeounfing 
year was an instance in jioint. In England the prciiaratioiis for tlie war liad gone 
full steam ahead from 8ei>tcmhcr. 10)8, and Ihciofoie that year could be iiieluded. 
But ill India apart from the orders for sandbags nothing by way of war jirena- 
ratioii had occurred. How then could they include that year in the ehargeanlc 
accounting period in India ? 18ir Cowasji proceeded to give instances to jirove liis 
point that the tax would fall not only on war juofits as well. Sujij^osiiig, for 
instance, a business received during lOdS-SO a refund of income-fax jiaid over a 
number of previous years, that would, according to tlie Bill, be included in the 
amount on which the tax w'ould be levied. How was that justified, he asked. 
Similarly with regard to other windfalls such as decree amounts in suits which 
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had been ^r:oing on for years prcvionsly. The Finance Member snp:p:ested that these 
would come under the “hard eases” for the relief of which ])rovision was made in 
the Bill. Sir Cowasji jde.aded for exemi)iion of classes of busijiess such as cinemas 
and life insurance which ho said could never make war profits. Life insurance 
coinj^anies, he declared, would, far from making’ profits, have to reckon with the 
]iosHibility of a seiioiis depreciation of (Joverninent securitieH oi wl i<di in practice 
sixty ])er (cnt. of their assels was invested. As. regards cinema companies, war 
did not increase the number of cinema ^oers. Sir Cowasji uttered a !j;rave warning' 
and said that he presumed that Goveinment would have to borrow money if war 
exi)enditnre was incurred on a larj^e scale. Had the Finance IMember considered 
what cflect the bill would have on their borrowing ])0\vcrB ? It mi^ht be that 

they would have curtailed the available borro^^in<J; fa'-ilities and would have to 

borrow at a higher rate. Mr. Ldlclnnid MdVdhui rei^rctted that no S[)eakcr had 

referred to the amendments tableil on the Finance ]\lend)er’B motion. He urp^ed 
slron};ly that the Bill be circulated for eliciting; o])inion. He had not eonchuied 
when the House adjourned till Monday, the 12t)i. February, when resuming; his 
speech he ur^ed that nothinj; slionld bo done whii-h would jirevent their vimvs both 

on the Bill and on the constitutional issue raised by it. It was likely, he said, that 

Trovincial (iovernments would taki; the issue to the Fe<leral Court. He therefore, 
Slip-ported the proposal for ciiculatioii ol the Bill. Mr. A. C. iJuffa, Deputy 
I’resideut, blamed the Governnn'nt lor not takinj; the House info confidence and, 

referred, by contrast,, to the Bill of 1918 when the I'inance iMemlicr placed 

all his cards on the taiile in the Impt'rial la-eislative Council. The then Finance 

Member stated that the money was recpiired for troojis tij;htin^ lor the defence of 
India ; that the amount reipiired was 0 million and ihc lesources of the Covern- 
ment after effectin^ all ])Ossil)le economies were inadecpiatc to meet that demand. 
9110 (iovernment of tlie present day, on the other hand, had done nothin}:; of the 
kind to ]>rove tlieii- case. Neither the Dominioins nor the Colonies of the Emjiire 
had im]>osed a similar tax. 

The Assmnhly acrecd by O') votes to 7 to the Finaiu'e Member’s motion 
to refer the Bill to a Select Committee. Earlier, the House by 17 votes to seven 
rejected a motion for circulation of the Bill. The House then adjourned till the 11th. 

MERciiANr FnirriNo Amend, Bill 

14th. FEBRUARY An increase in the floor space allotted to Haj pilgrims on 
shij'S, was dcmaiuhal by jMr. Pirachd who moved consideration of his Bill to 
amend the Indian Merchant Ship]ring Act. Mr. I'lracha leferri'd to the inconvenience 
tc't by ])ilgrims owing to lack of individual allotment, of space on decks, and 
suggested that tlie si'at'e should be increased from lb s(}. ft. to 18. Fir O, S. 
Bdjpdl^ Education Fccretary, replying, referred to the recommendations of the Haj 
Iiuiniry Committee on the two demands made in the Bill. On the question of 
aliotnouit of individual space, the Committee found it was imiiracticable beeause, 
apart from other difliciillies, it would lesult in a decrease in (he present carrying 
capacity of shi])S. On the second question of increase of space for cacn pilgnm, 
the Committee found the spai'c allotted was the same as in the ease of the Japanese 
and Malayas. The Committee did not, theiefore, leeommend any increase but 
suggested that the question should be further considered after a full' year’s woiking 
of the changes made to ])rovide food and storage of lugeage. in 19.'K) thc ^tanding Haj 
Committee of both Houses accordingly considered the question and its recommenda¬ 
tion was not to go forward with an increase in space on the ground that it would 
lead to an increase in fares. The House eventually jiassed the motion for circulation. 
Alkjakii University Amend. Bill 

9'he House agreed to circulation for fhe purpose of eliciting public opinion 
till July 31, 1910 of Sir Zia-ud-diJ Ahmad's Bill to amend the Aligarh Muslim 
University Act so as to give the university ])ower to recognize schools outside the 
Aligarh district, and thus bring it to the level of the Benares Hindu University. 
Fir G. S. Bajpdi, moving circulation, said that this would be in the best interests 
of the University. Kefmiing to the so-called disj)arity between the Benares Hindu 
University and the Aligarh University, he explained that the regulations framed by 
the Benares University did include provision for the admission of students from 
certain schools in areas outside Benares district, but these regulations were held 
to be ultra vires in 1981 and since then there had been complete equality with regard 
to the two universities. The Elouse passed the circulation motion without a 
division and adjourned. 



140 


THE CENTEAT. LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ new Delhi- 
Indian ARjiiTRArroN Bill 

IStli. FEBRUARY The AsHomhly this morninp; passed with one amendment 
the Indian Arbitration Bill as reporlecl upon liy the select committee. 5/r ZafrullaJi 
Khan, Law IVh'mber, movin*; consideration of the l>ill e\']dained that since it was 
referred to a select committee by the Simla session, it iiad been eirculated by 
oxt'cntivc oirh'r with the lesult that a lar^e body of nsefnl information became 
available to the members of the select committee and the Government. Several 
important Rn‘;^estions made by i*arties interested had been incoriioratcd in the 
Bill which had emerged in a greatly improveil foim from the select committee. 

TiiADi: ]\l\RKs Lk(Dstration Bill 

The House next took ii)) the Lcpislration of Trade Marks Bill as reported by 
the select committee. Movine: consiileration, Sir RahUt-orauii ]\IudaUar, (lommercc 
Member, touched on tlie ]>rin<‘ii>al chances made by the select committee. 'I'he 
committee, he said, had rediu-ed from ten to se^(Ml years the I'criod at the end of 
which the vali<lit.y of trade mark coeld be qncstioiu-(f. More ])Owers had been given, 
mainly to meet the desires of textile interests, to the deputy registrar to be csta- 
l)lished at Bombay. C'onsultation with any advisoiy committee which might be set 
up had been made mandatory and it had alst) been suggested that, the scale of 
costs to be awarded by the registrar should be juescribed by the central 
Govern ment. 

During discussion of clauses, the House rejected l\Ir. C. C. Millci'n (Euro}>enn 
Group) amendment sei'king to extend to common nam(‘S the ])rotcclion of defenHive 
registration at present allowed to invested names. (ioveniment aiu-epted and the 
House ])assed an amendment moved by Mr. J. IK Jlviilc (Jhiropean Grou}>) to 
enl.argc tin; ])ovverB ol the deputy rceistiar so tliat. ‘in res]iccl. of all liade maiks, 
up])lications for registration of which are duly made to the dei>uty registiar undei’ 
this chapter (cha])tej- nine) the di'puty ri'iiistrai shall exen-ise all the powcis of the 
registrar und(;r this act, liut shall be subji'ct to the general suja'iintendence of the 
registrar’. The Assembly also accepted Mr. T. S. rilku's (deiuily secretary, com¬ 
merce deipartmenl) amendment amplifying the scope of section (S.d giving power 
to make reciprocal arrai'gemcnts nith otlier Govi'rnnunts Mith regard to registration 
of trade maiks. Tiie House jiassed the Bill as amended and adjouj'ncd. 

E. MI.WAA BtlDOKt' FOR IDJil—41 

lOtli. FEBRUARY ;—The Railway estimates ])rcsented by Sir Andrew Clow 
to-day forecast lor Jbdb-H) a sur|)lu¥i of !4.bl croies against a surpluB of about 2.14 
crores originally estimated, and for T.HtRU a snipinsoi S.dt) eroies. 

d'he revised estimate of surplus on rail wavs for lTl‘d-4() is more than tlie 
actual surplus of last ^ear by idiont 2-] cioies. 4lie increase is due mainly to 
increase in trallic leci'ipts. ‘J'he total tratiic reci’ipts ol state o\ined lines are expected 
to reach 1)7.dt) croies, about 27 cioics more than last year and about 2.^ crores more 
than the original estimate, d'otal woiking exi'cnscs, including 12^ ci'orcB for 
depreciation, are a little o\cr cioies or aliout It ciorcB moic than last year. 
The surplus of d.bl eroies will be ])aid to goneial ivvi'iiues. It will fall short of 
the full contiibutioii due by about 2l) lakhs. Tlie balance in the depreciation fund 
will stand at dU:]: crores. 

ddie budget, estimate for lOJO-H assumes trahie receipts ot lOd crores, 5.7 crores 
more than in the current year. 4’he total woikiiig expenses Avill amount to CGif 
erorcs and will be 1^ croies more than in the current year. Out- of the eur])lnH 
expected of 8.29 eroies, oier .dj crori's will be ]aid lo general revenues on account 
of contrilmtion due under the existing eonvention and about 3 crores will be ])aid 

into the railway reserve. The balance of depreciation fund at the cud of the year 

will be nearly 3(1 er<ues. 

As regards 19t(_)-11, dwclliug first on the capital position, Sir Andrew' Clow 
referred to the iirovisioii of 7^ lakhs for the completion of the tw'o new lines, the 
Sind Eight Jhink Feeders E.ailway and Khadro Nawahshah Eailvvay. The third Sind 
liroject, ‘lando Mitha Khan Jvailway, Avas still under consideration, and the 
Kashipur-Kalagarh iirojcct had been held in abeyaiieo with the concurrence of the 
United Provinces Government, Ks. 431 lakhs would he ])aid for the Uardwuir- 
l)ehra line Avhich became state ]wo))erty last month. Notice had also been given 

to purchase the Hengal-Dooars Eailway (IGO miles) at the end of 1940 at an esti¬ 

mated cost of 171 lakhs. It was not certain whether the purchase price of this 
railway would be paid next year, and the budget contained no provision. 
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The gross total works programme is about lo croros. EsL'mates for track 
renewals amounted to OJ crores, and those for rolling stock to o crorrs. .tl crorcs 
were provided for bridges and other siructnral works, and over half a crore for 
increase in stores babiru'c. ]hogranime includes ])rovision of about l.bJ.) general 
service wagons to meet increase in traHi(^ demands, of which about l oot) are broad 
gauge peneral service wagons to be added to the pool. 

Sir Andrew idoir alluded hero to the reiiort made by the two ofiicers a]>i>ointed 
to examine the prOssil)ili(ies of building locomotives in India. 'I'lu'ir hailing conclu¬ 
sions were that a reasonably large and steady demand for broad {jangc locomotives 
could now be reckoned on, that im]iortant requisite matiuials not liit-bevto available 
in India were now likely to be foitlicoming in this (oiiniiy and that it conbl be 
hoped to build locomotives here more cbeaply than maun lad urei s abroad could 
supply them. The ea]>ital cost, in eidarging and equii iiing om; of the e\isliiig 
workshojis for this ])ni}iose was estimated to be 18.0 lakhs, h lie report would be 
e.vamincd ex]»cditiously, and if the eonelnsions were approved by (u)\ crnment, de¬ 
mands w^ould l)e placed before the Assembly in the course of the next fmaneial year. 

In discussing llie revenue position lor JOlO-ll, 8ir Andiew Clow alluded to 
the serious diilieulty in estimating botli income and expendilnie in juesi'nt eoiulitions. 
It had been assumed that the war wouhl eonliiiue tiironehont next a ear and that 
this would increase tratlie reeei]>ls. On the expendituio side, no larpe savings could 
be exiiected. but sulistantial increase might have to be faceil. If railway rales weie 
remain at the ]>resent level, the suri>lns for IbJO -41 would be only about, o crores, 
a figure substantially below the eoutribution due to general revenues. ]\Ieans of 
increasing revenue had clearly to be looked for, and the obvious and sound eoiiise 
was an inercasc in late.s and fares. lie said:— 

“The railways, like every other form of iudiisliial enl{r]'-i ise, must expect 
marked lluetualinns in their woiking. I’eiiods ol giMimal luosi eiily are followed 
only too surely by j^eiiods of depression and, as the financial ksuHs of radway 
working dei>eiHl <dosely on tlie economic sit nation in the coiinl.iy, a leiiod of 
depression for tlie community is also a peiiod of deiiiession for the lailways. Thus, 
if railways fail to take advanta'.e of times wlien tlie demand for tlu'ir seivices is 
brisk, the inevitable result is tliat, when the demands fall of, they will be nmdile 
to meet their obligations to the tax-]tayer. '^Ihat is jirecisely wdiat liap] ened in (he 
years following lbJ8, the important eonseqnenee being that in Jll.n-dd, when (lie 
need of the ta\-])ayer w'as greatest, the railways weie quite unable (o fulfil their 
obligations to him and had indeed, at a time of de])ression in industry, to enhance 
tlieir rates’. I’he increases proposed in rates and laies fiom 1st iMaieli TMO were: - 

(I) "I annas in the rupee in the total ficipht (including leimiiial and other 
BUcli charges) on each consignment of goods trafiic exeiudmg coal, coke, I'alciit fmd, 
military trafiic, railway materials and stores on revenue account, food giains, fodder 
and manincs ; 

(TI) 2 annas in the rupee of the total freight on each consignment of coaching 
trafiic other than passenger ; 

(Ill) 1 anna per rupee of fare for all passenger trafiic, exeejd for fares of one 
rupee or less. 'J’he existing surcharge on coal, coke and ])ateiit fuel would also lie 
increased from 12^ pier cent,, with the maximum of one rupee per ton, to lo percent, 
without maximum and from 1st November next to 20 per cent,. 

If it was found that any of the new rates were having adverse efiects on 
revenue, rediudions would be made. 

Increase in w^orking expenses w’as mainly due to biglier prices likely to 1)0 
paid for materials, but increased trafiic would also rclleet itself in some ineaeased 
expenditure. Increase due to the raising of the new minor works limit bad been 
reierred to. 

Another element in the increased woiking ex] enses was the provision for 
certain licncfits to lailvvay labour. On this subieet, 8ir Andrew Clow dwelt at 
Bome length, mentioning that the recent lise in prices cave it R[.ecial ]uomiueiiee. 
When ))riceB were less stable than in normal times the question of ].ossible altcia- 
tions in remuneration was bound to ocenj.y the thoughts of the em])loyeeB and of 
the administration. Government had been leeeiitly examining the ] osition and lie 
would mention some of tlie main relevant considerations. 4be (pusiion was not one 
of generosity, or parsimony on thciiartof Government, but of equitable arrangement 
between railway servants on one side and other seelioiis of the eoinmnnity on tlie 
other. In the last few years, following the gieat fall in prices of lb2b-31, primaiy 
producers had been getting less than foimerly. and it might be said that railway 
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Kcrvanfs whoso rcmunemfion was not rodnocd, had been p^ainino: at th(3ir expense. 
It would not be iTason:il)l(; to con (and that, when any movement occiiiTed in the 
reverse diieetion, railway servants Iiad the ripht to Jiave it neutralised by additions 
to their ])ay. A corollary to siudi a view wandd be that, wlienever prices fell, })ay 
should be correspondinely induced. But except for the temporary cut in pay 
iinj)Osed a few years apo under pressure of t»rave financial strinpeney and later 
fully restored, the staff had been secured apainst a reduction in their emoluments 
and, in s])ite of the revision of scales for new entrants, the averape remuneration 
for staff as a whole had risen by about 30 ]>er cent, between 31)39 and 1999, whereas 
between those dates ])rices had substantially fallen. Moreover, the last decade liad 
been maik(Hl by important concessions to the railway staff, the most note-wortliy of 
which wmre the abolition of the ‘no extra <-ost’ conditio i in res]tect of leave and the 
enforcement on a larpe scale of the Washinpton and Geneva Conventions relatinp 
to hours of employment and weekly rest. It mipht be held that, in view of these 
measures and on a com])arison witli conditions in ])rivate employment of benefits 
enjoyed by railway staff in repaid to housing, medical ndief, passes, etc., any further 
increase in charpes would t>e unjustified. 'Ibis was not Government’s view ; and 
in the budpet of 1910-11. a substantial ]u-ovision liad been made to extend the 
Hours of fmiployment Kcpulations to the Benpal Nappur and Assam Bimpal 
Itailways, the only two Class I slate-owned raihvays which had not yet ado])ted 
them. Another direction in which Government would like to make an advance 
w-as tlie further extension of provident fund jirivilepes to railway em])loyees. A 
provision of 13 lakhs wurs made w'hich Government intended to aj)ply to those staff 
benefits which api)eared most nrpimt. The Ivaihvay Board hoped to discuss tliis 
with the All-India Hailw’aymcn’s Eedcralion later. No ])roviRi()n had been made 
for wmr allowances, as Government Ixdieved that in no area liad prici's risen to the 
levels prevailinp when the bulk of the [u-esent rates of wapes were fixed. He wuxs, 
however, always ready to consider any reasoned statement of the position wliich toiik 
into acciuint the consideration he had mentioned 

After an appreciation of the valuable contiibution made liy railway employees 
in all pradcs to the etficient workinp of railways, hir Andrew^ Clow summed U)) the 
estimated results m'xt year wdiiidi contemplated, after a payment of .hi crori'S to 
pencral revenues (beinp the full eontribution for that year plan arrears for the 
current year), the transfer to the raiUvay reserve of almost :i crores. lie sti-essed 
the fact that i ail way had at ])rescnt virtually no resene and said, ‘\Ve are earninp 
at the moment, ]»i(dits wdiudi deiiend to a larpe extent on factors of a temporary 
character, and if reseives cannot be built up in such a situation, we may be 
confronted, when the inevitable recession comes, wdth the necessity of reducinp 
wapes and imu-easinp charpes and thus enhancinp the dilliculties of the community 
at a time wdum its needs are acute. No preat business sliould he ohliped to live a 
hand-to-mouth existema', and tlie only sound ])olicy is to endeavour durinp the pood 
years to put somethinp aside for the bad ones’. He coiududed with the hojie 
(which, with the uncm-tainties ahead, could not be a conviction) that next year 
would he a better one than the railways had had for a loop time. 

3)iscu.ss1()n of Bailway Buixorr 

22n(l. FEBRUARY The House took up the pencral discussion of the Railway 
Biidpet to-day. Str Ziaudilin criticised the Biidpet from the stau(l-]>oiut of sound 
finance. He felt that, (iovernmeut shouhl have invited public criticism before decidiup 
to increase rates and fares. He declared that the law of dimiiiisliinp returns had 
already hepim to work with repard to rates and fares and the ])roposed 33i 
per cent, increase in lieipht rates was exj^'cted to yield only three ])er eenh 
Beferrinp to tlie separation eoiiventiou, Sir Ziauddiu asserted tliat so loiip as it 
stood unmodified, (lOvmnuKMit would not he able to transfer larpe sums to 
the de)»reeiation tund. ]\Ir. welcomed the proposals to remove some of the 

prievances of labour but disapreed wdth the Communications Member’s view's 
apainst the prant of scarcity allow’ances. Ifi-iees of commodities, said Mr. .To.shi, 
had pone up since the outbreak of war and wapes should be brouplit up to the 
lu’icc level. Beferrinp to the proposals for the im]'rovement of conditions of W'ork 
for railway employees, lio e\i)ressed pratification that a hepinninp was beinp made 
in the institution of itrovident fund for j^oorly paid em])loyees. He repretted, 
liow’cvcr, that the allotment of Bs. 33 lakhs for this and other reforms was to 
be s])eiit in consultation with the Balhvaymcn’s Eederntion. He w’as afraid tliat 
railwaymen would fipht amonp themselves on the choice of reforms. Government, 
he asserted, could spare even 72 lakhs needed to institute the full scheme of provi- 
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(lend fund. Prof. P. iV- Banerjec disputed the claim tliat the exemption given to 
agricultural commodities from the ])rojiosed rise in freights was in the intciest 
of tlie agriciilturists. He declared it was in (ho iiPcrests of Bih-ain and 
Fran *0 who required raw maleiial Irom tliis countiy. Ho quoted opinions of 
industrialists who contended tliat inc.reaso in fioights meant t! at they would 
have to pay twice over, first on the transport of raw matoijals to factories 
and then on the transport of finished goods to the markets, d'he increase 
in rates and freijihls was therefore hound to cause great discon!,out. ]Mr. 
Aikman, Leader ot the Euro])ean (Jrouj>, supported enliancenient of I'afes and 
lares on the luineiple that the canons ol finance evolved in noiinal times arc not 
aiquopriate during war. Mr. Aikman’s jioinled iniucst for an elucidation of the 
financial ))Osition of the railways evoked a statement fiom Mr. N/rur/, Fi¬ 
nancial Commissioner, to siiow liow far rail v ays still aie from tiillilhng conditions 
as regards size both of the (hqu’cciation and reserve funds, dliat Irivlian industrialists 
do not shari^ the iMiiOjican (houp’s attitude. Sir Houn Alo'Jn made abundantly 
ch'ar. The t Sovernnumt’s policy, he comjdained, seemed to hi' devisctl to stiangle 
indiistiial development. 'Hie C^immunications Member was (Jiinking only in terms 
of revenue and not national welfaie, and cheiished a (irm bidief in taxing whether 
the times wei'c good or bad Mr. J/. N. A?/;// elalioioicd the same tlunnc. summing up 
Ids criticism of tJie luulgel, in one sentence Jiow bed, to secure con!libulions irom 
people lor ^^ar expendituic thiongh the lailwajs. lie juotesied ]vii tuuiiaily against 
the ]-i,or thiid class nasscngeis being biought, \Mlhin the scope ol tins Ic\y. Muslim 
vicmf'cis concent lated on the low ]uoj)Oilioii ot IMiislinis in cm tain suboidinatc 
SCI vices, particulai ly laihva^s like the N. W. Ity. Lcjlung Sir Avdrmn Clow, 
Communications iMmnbcr, said it liad been suggested that the Lailway Cenartment 
sbouhl be subjected to the Excess J‘iolits d'ax. He submitted that, they liad been 
subjeetfd to that lax and for many years they liad not bemi allowed (o ki'ep any 
of their iTofits, and even tliis }ear, if ids estimates wtue acmiiatc the Fhnanee 
i\Iembcr would get, a mueh lugger shaie (»f tlieir i»iofits. In leply t(^ Mr. Aikman’s 
qm^stion wlietlicr the rebate on export of coal was biiiig icmovcd Sir Andiew said 
that it was not being removed at jucsent, but the situation iiad changed since those 
rebates had been gi\eu and the (F)vernment were examining (he (pieslion to ascortaiu 
how far a continuation of those rebates was justiliial. Answ('j-ing the milicism 
about increased rates and faies, ^'ir Andiew admitted that the (dlevt of the 
('iihaiicemeiit must normally be to add to lire ])rice of uitieles. Hid that eonstitiile 
taxation or did it not, ? If it did, wind wme tlu'y to say uliout, the miieh more 
substantial enhaneements tliat, had taken place in the ])nces of commodities in other 
ways 'I He lefened to cotton which, in Eehinaiy, had risen to Ls. 2(38 a candy as 
against Hs. 172 a yi’ur ago, an increase ol Ls. 110 'whcieas the a^c!Mg,e increase 
wiUvli the CJoveriiimmt ])ropos(‘d to ]uit on (‘oKon would wo:k out, at less than a 
rupee per eandy. Jute had risen to extlaoidimiiy hiuuhts and even now it was 
■leail,; Ls. 40 a hale higher, d'he now fieiglit ratios would mean an iiicicase ol two 
and a half annas a bale. Similaily with r(‘gaid to sugar, oil-seeds and steid 
])ioduets. He repeated the (pieslion whether tliis was taxation or not. If it w'as, it 
was eiirious that it had not come in for a far se\erer eondemnation than tlie new 
rates und fares. He admitted, however, tliat there was a big difleience between the 
two. In the ease of iMcreas(\s, that bad already occurri'd, it was the supjilieis, 
maiiufaelurcrs or middlemen, in othm- woids, ]ui\a(e and si'mioual interests, wlm 
rc( eived increases far exceeding anytidng that Coveinmeiit were asking for ; wdiereas 
the receijits out of the enhancements in railway rales and faies woiihl go to the 
benefit of the community generally. The House at this stage adjourned. 

Official Bills Passed 

2.1r(l. FEBRUARY—The Assembly to-day passed five oflicial Bills. The Bill 
further to amend the Hnlian Coinage Act, (lie Bill to facilitate tlie lOianging of the 
date on which the animal accounts of the Beseive Bank of India aie cio.s(M ; (lie 
Bill flirt!',er to amend tlie Factories Act ; (he Bill furtlier to amend the fudiaii 
Emigration Act, and the Bill further to amend the Reserve Bank of India Act 
were the measures passed. 

Factories Act Amend. Bill 

There was a debate oii the Bill further to amend the Factories Act. Mr. N. M. 
Joshi initiated debate through a motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting 
opinion. Sir Bamaswamy Mudaliar, opimsing the motion, said that the views ol 
the provincial Governments had already been obtained on the proposals embodied 
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in the Bill. He, however, eoiild not publiBli those views without consulting the 
provincial Govern men Is. Sir llamaswamy said that India had advanced since the 
Royal Commission on Laiiour had reported, and children were not era])loyed in 
some factuiioH. Me also showed how the J.<ahonr JdepartincTit of the Government 
of India had been (jt'klini; labour ])roblems Tlie Government had recently held 
a Labour Ministers Conference as a result of which several Bills dealing with 
various asp-eels of labour Averc in course of prcjiaration and would be brought up 
liefoni the House next year. 

The circulation motion was rejecteil without division. Mr. Joshi then moved 
si'ven amenilnnuils, four of which wtu'c acceph'd by Government. The effect of these 
anH'ndmenls wonhl Ix^ to make the Bill enfoict'able automatically and ])rovi(le for 
sanitary i)ro\'isions relating to dust and gas. 4he Bill, as nmciuled, Avas p'asscd and 
the Assembly adjimrned. 

VoiiNu; ON Railway i>E.AiANi)S 

24th. FEBIUIAHY : Tim ])ower given to Railway Agents to sjieiid up to one lakh 
of rupf'cs wiihoiit the Railway Boaid’s spei-ilic sain lion on eeitaiii types of capital 
ecpenditiiie uc.s ci iIicised in tlie coarr.e of (liscnssion on ilemaiids tor giants under the 
Railway Rudcct to-day. Mr. i'!i(i/)i/niu Mort i nirr, (Euiopean Gr()ui>) moving a cut 
motion to raise a discussion on the subject, (h^.-laied that iJiis p.ouer given to Agents 
lesulP'd ill an ( Ilc tn e a\ ilhdrawa! liom the RaiLvay Board of the eontiol of very 
considerable sums exju'ndcil on capital ii'-coiint.. >.//* An lr(‘U' Clofr made a brief 
le; ly in Avhieb be said that. Government Avouhl A\ateh the lesul's of the experinnmt 
ot eutling down llie limit of one lakh. Mr. iMorlinier then Avithdrew his 
motion, 

Mr. M/'/'cs moving his cut lAiotion to dis^•uss ‘ tlie vacaries of the Grand 
ddiink i'Xpie.ss runniny between Madias and Hcllii” jiut the House in boisterous 
S-'ood humour. Mr. J. 11. 1\ hlnpci (Alember, Railway Buxird) leplying, gave the 
assuiaiicc; that (io\(‘rumcnt Avouhl do llieir Ix'st to impro\e tlie lunniug of tlic 
tram and bring it. in moie punctually but he eoiihl not guarantee that it would 
run mm li faster. ]\Ir. .laincs’s liguies AViu’e, however, not (piite a<*enrate. As regards 
lelurii ticln'ls. lie said that the dillimiliy Avas that the Ni/.am’s t*>tate Railway did 
no! ]ia\e the s\stcm and had tbadined to intioduee it hut as the snggesion had been 
made it. Avoidd he jaucc'd on to the Railways apaiii. The motion was pressed 
to a di'.isiiui and j-assral by d, 1 votes to ‘M amid loud (dieeiing, 

d'li(' iiiciease in tieights Avas discussed in detail on i'-Ir. ‘euL motion 

A\liich Avas lost ';y ih votes to lb. air, Aney said that the a\owe(l ohji'ct of the 
iiu reason in lali's and fares Avas to provide iiinds for the i(!serve lund and to help 
the Tiiiamc Tilcmber by making eonliihutions to tlie g.iuieral leveiiiK'S. At no 
tinu' in prc\ious yiaiis wme f'cichls juit on such gionnds. He, could have 

midci stood il the iimri'ase was to balance a dclicit Imdgi'i hut to jiiovide a snrjilus 

of over ei'M't croics in order to set aside money for the Reserve Eund Avas not 
sound Jiiiance, Mr. Aney coiupaied tiie avei.iges of the gross eatnings of Indian 
Railwa.vs since Lt'j and said that, the aviaage for RCl-l?') and L.Cb-dU Avas Rs. 
I'd). II |;ik!i.s ; foi- Ll.tij-g 1 aud ITH .'lb, |{s. tSi.Sb lakhs : and for JOd )-dC) and R)38-db, 
f\s 1)_\( h) lakhs. TJie Coinmuni'-ations ?>I(unl)er AAas, tliis yi'ar, budgeting for an 
additional taxation of Rs. tiui croies. Tins Avas really a ernsiiing buidcn Avhieh tlie 
public could liaidly hear. I'lie Government Aveie taking advantage' of the Avar and 
are ])rovidii!ig an incenti\(: to proliteering instead of cheeking it. Sir Andrew Clou\ 
leplying said, that no one liked taxes or jiaAing additional rates. Referring to coal, 
lie said t.hat actually the fu'iglit, lor the next ciglit months would be no liiglier 
than it AVas Ix'lore ItUb. Refening to statements that the increase in freights Avas 
the beginning ol inflation, he said that he ahvays understood that taking UAvay the 
piit\-hasing ])o\v('r ot tlie i-eople led to delation and not inflation. Sir Andrew saiil 

iiiat critics of the inciease h.ad not attempted to answer the tliree specilii; questions 

lie had aski'd. Firstly, whether the lailways should make their eontrit)nt,ion8 to the 
general revenues and Reserve I’und or continue to be defaulters. The Railways had 
ht’('n (h'faulting for a number of yagirs and it was right that they should meet their 
obligation now. Secondly, if it Avas agrei'd that the Railways should meet their 
obligations, eonld they do so otherwise than by enhancing freights ? He had seen 
no souml alternative suggesteil. Lastly, if the Railways did not make the eontribu- 
tion to the, general revenues, Avas it realised that the general tax-iiayer Avould have 
to pay in other Avays the money which winild be wanted by the Finance Member 
to balance his budget ? 
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Mr. N. 3L Joshi moved a cut motion to discuss tlie grievances of railway 
cmydoyecs. lie pleaded for tl\e institution of an enquiry into the question of wages, 
hours of work, etc., on railways and referred to the question of the Provident 
J^4iiid and asked what was the good of providing it for tluj high Buhiricd people 
and dcnyiiig it to the lovv-i>aid men. lie wanted to know w4uit was the Kailway 
Hoard’s programme and how much they were going to spend. Similarly, what 
was the good of giving a numher of passes to high-]avid men and not to the poor 
einploy^'cs ? 'J’he (h)mmiinication8 Member, in his Budget speech, had said tliat 
rail way men had been asked to make no Ha<*rilic.e in wages when i)ri(‘-es of com- 
inodilics fell. That, said Mr. .Toshi, was no argument against the grant of a war 
bonus. ’Ihc House at. this stage avljouriied till tlie next day. the 25tli. February when 
Sir Amlrciv (Uow replying s;vid that JMr. Joshi had made 'lo etrort to refute the 
Kiii'gestion that ]>ri(;es had not liscu to the h'vel they hail readied when the l)ulk of 
the [ucsent w'.ige rates were fixed, IMr. .lushrs real demand, however, was not for a 
war allowance but for an iu'-ieaso of a ])erm.iuent ehariicter in order to raise the 
standard of living ot the workmen to a level consistent with ^Ir. .loshi’s ideas of a 
comfortable life. In other words, the railwaymen should liavc their share lirst 
irrespc'tive ot wduit wuis givi'ii to anybody else and irrcs])(\-tive of the aggregate 
amount of sciwiecs and commodities available and the i»(>jmlafion that had to have 
a sluire of tlumi. d'jiat was not a pos-it.ion wdin-li Government could accept, though 
they were I'repared to look into special ctiscs of hardship. I!o could not admit 
tl’.at merely horause ibaring t.hc last lew' mouths ])riccs of commodities had risen, 
the case for a wair allowance had been proved. The motion W’us rejected without 
a division. 

Sir fSicu AJi movcil a cut to raise a discussion on “the grievances of Ttinslims 
in railway service including iheir iiumlxn- by direct appointment or ])romotion and 
the inadequacy of stei)s taken by (Jovernmont sinee T.Ld) to ensure the securing of 
tlie jiroportinii fixed for tlie Muslim community. Sir Baza Ali said tliat seiious 
injm-y to JMuslim interests was indicted by the iiroeess of promotion to the low’er 
gazetted service, Jle asked tJic Jhiilway xMember to do awaiy with tliis method and 
ailoi)t the method of direct leeruitment for intermediate grades wdiich wais in force 
in certain railways, lie iileaded lor the creation ot an agency (diargcd wdth the 
task of ensuring that the (iovern incut resolution on the i)roportion of .Muslims in 
the services was adhered to in |)raeiie,e. He suggested the a])puintnient of a Musiim 
cither as lOst.ahlishnient Oliicer, Bf'vislrar or Superintendent to sec that justice 
Avas (lone lo .Muslims. Lie [iielcned that otlicea- should be an I. G. S, man. i\Ir. 
Siihtraj strongly ]>leaded the (hums of the scheduled castes Avhom lie rejiresented. 
lie kiicwg li(' said, tliat the reply would lie. a flung back at him that theie were 
no ipuilified men from these castes, 'flic lanlt, he declared, was not his community’s 
bio lay in the sysrem of ediu-ation and examinations which made it, ini]'.ossihle 
bu- CIS cumniunity to have a stiaiglil and fair fight with other communities. ]f 
s 'iiei’ulcd castes had a scpaiate iiin\crsily siu-h as had been given to IMusUins, 
they vvouhl have iirodueed as eoo<l and capable men as other comniniiilies. The 
tregedy Avas that, Hindus Avere mcicly content to count their heads for ]nirpos('B 
of population. stK'ugtli and for I'le rist leave them in tlie liireli. iMiislims and 
(hirisf.aiis merely eoniitcd them as easy material for eonversion Avhilo Europeans 
turned to them in times of enieigciiey and e(_)usidered them as cannon fodder. Sir 
AiiKlrrw (Jloio suggested that it was not unnatiiral that those Avho felt there were 
very few otiicers to look after them in the ranks above tlieiii should often attribute 
eonimunal liias where no siudi bias existed. He had under him several olheers of 
the majority community Avhom he eonld criticise on the ground that they Avere not 
Avilling to take strong enough se-tion against incom].etent members of other com- 
ninuitics because they feared that it. would be attiilmted to Avrong motives. Never¬ 
theless, the fet'ling of injustice Avhether it Avas Avell foniuled or not Avas one Avhich 
all Avonld like to dispel. He had, i»r()coeded {Sir AndrcAv, every symiiathy Avith Mr. 
h^ivaraj’s ])lca hocause his community Avas nnder-represented ; but Sir Andrew could 
not accept his assurance that ]uoper men from that community Avere there when¬ 
ever they were wanted. All one eonld do Avas to look foiwvard to the day Avheii 
they would lie thcie and take a larger part in bearing the burden of administration. 
Coming lo the question, whether the rcHolution of TJdl Avas being carried out, Sir 
Andrew said that Avas the precise point of the cnipiiry now being made by Mr. 
Itesouza assisted by another olhcer. No doubt they aaoiiUI find in some cases 
that officers had made errors of judgment and errors of interpretation, 
but he had nothing before him to suggest that there had not been an 
honest and bona fide attempt to carry out the resolution. Criticising the 
19 
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iiviin (loinind i)'it foi’w.irJ by MiiHlims diirini; the debate, Sir Andrew said 
il amoanted to this that, when two men had worked alon< 2 ;sidc in a scrvieo 
and when tlie ehaiiee ot promotion came they were not to be treated alike 
but one ot them wh) was i)erhai)S less comi)etent was to be promcjted because he 
l)elon;ed to a i)articnlar <*,omninnity. Tliat, he said, would have a disastrous edeet 
on the sense ot iustiee and on the ehi-ieiiey of the servicta Althoii,i;li Sir Raza 
liad Jiot (piite realisrl it, his ])lan would have the clleed of such discrimination 
in ])roinotions. The (leniind for diie*t ree.ruitment would result in another form 
of discrimination in ]>romotions. It would iitmu tiiat wlien a Muslim came up 
to the rerpiisite senioi-ity, there was no i)ar to his e^oiiuj, ahead but whim a member 
of another community came with equal deserts and had earned exa|*tly the same 
promotion in exaelly ihc same service aad -was equally elh'-ieni, his promotion 
was to be wuthheld so that a man with no experien.-e at all could lie recruited from 
ou'side. The moiiou was pressed to a divisiou and rejecled by IS votes to IG. 

Mr. dr'/'/o- AH raised a dis‘ussion on the eoudiUoii of service in the railways 
and ur;;ed equal treal nrmt and se.-nrily of servifx; to all cmiiloyces. Sir Andrrtu 
(So/r aarced (hat all sf'rvaurs s'lonld he tnxxted alike and should lie assured of 
Bemirity 7)f service. It was > ]>. m. anti the a;uillotine was applitxl and all demands 
wmre i>assed wiihouta division. J’he Assembly then adjourned till the 2Sth. February. 

KoN-orntu \i. biK^OEnrioxs 

28th. FEBRUARY SSimla’s transference from the rniijah Government and 
its constitution into a centrally administered area xvere advocated in a resolution 
mt)ved by ISrit r,irhi ;ii ;>i‘l in the Assembly to-day, which, after over an hour’s 
deliate, muunitted him to withdraw it. 

Sir Zut/rldnds resolution nreiiii;- the appointment of a committee to formulate 
a sound policy of depreciation and eaiiital exiieiiditiirc xvas distuissed at leiiylh 
and event,iially wilhdiawn. d'he resolution ran thus ;—“This Assembly views with 
alarm the policy of the (divernnient of India in increasing the railway debts by 
ineetiii'’’ the so-called capital cxiienditure of an unremiinerative character by fresh 
borrowing and recommends to the Governor-General in Council to ajipoint a 
Committee consistine; of railway and account experts and non-ol!irial members of 
the Central Lee,islature to formnlale a sound policy of depreciation and capital 

exuenditure. i i- i 

' Sir Yitmin K.'nm's resolution ury,inLi: the (.rovemment to establish a ])icture 
t'allery in N(‘w Delhi was also withdrawn alter the Ivlncation ^Vcrelai-y, vSir (iir/a 
^iKink’r Ihiipdi, had assured tlie House that the Government would earefnily 
examine the (piestion when the ])roposal to establish a Museum in New Delhi 
was revived. 'Jdic House then adjourned. 

Financial STAa’EMi'.xr for IGIO 41 

2f)lh. FEBRUARY:—The Central Ihidyivt as ])rescntcd in the Assembly to-day 
showed a Ruri>lus of its. lU lakhs for UCh-in and a prosi)Cctive deficit on the 

basis ot existin;;' taxation of Its. 7,]G laklis for TljO-ll. 

A sett,lenient over the division of Dcfenee CN])eiiditnre has been reatdied 
with Ids Majesty’s (h)vernnient hy which Tmlia will ])ay only normal ])cace-limo 
cost of the Ariny in India adjusted lor the rise in prices and the cost of India’s 
own war measnies t 02 ,(‘t,hcr with a lump sum jiayment of one erore of ripiees 
towards the extra cost of maintaining India’s external defence troo[)B overseas. 
The balance is to be recovered from bis Majesty’s Government. On this basis 

the total extra expenditure thrown on the Defence estimates payable by India is 
Rs. 3.7G lakhs in ITD-IO and Rs. <S,:h) lakhs in TJ10-Jl. 

By the amendment of the Niemcyer Order in Coiineil the enlire railway 
contribution wliicli has increased from lis. 1^,13 lakhs to Rs. 3,G1 lakhs for 19.'30-10 
ami to Rs. b.bl lakhs for 1940-11 will now to the central Jhul^ct, while the 
provinces’ share of income-tax will increase from Rs. 3,78 lakhs to Rs.f3,38 lakhs 
for 1939-40 an(l to Rs. iplX) lakhs for 1810-11. 

The additional taxation in tlic central Biid<j,ct is an increase in the sugar 
excise duty from Jis. 2 lo Rs. 3 per ewt. and an increase in^ the ]ictrol tax from 
30 annas to 18 annas ])er gallon, both the increase to take efleet forthwith. 

'To find the required amount of Rs. 7,IG lakhs, tlie Fiiianec Member announ¬ 
ced that lie would first take the 193!)-lU surplus of Rs. 91 lakhs. He next 

estimated the net yield of the excess profits tax at Rs. 3,00 laklis. Finally, he 
proiiosed to obtain Rs. 1,90 lakhs by the increase in sugar excise duty and Rs. 
1 40 lakhs by the increase in the petrol tax ami balance the budget thus 
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Eevcnuc Ea. 92,04 lakhs. 

Expenditure Es, 92,59 lakhs. 

Sui'idus 5 lakhs 

The folluiving is a summai-y of the Budget stai^'iicnt of the Finance 
Member :— 

44ig financial year 1938-39 closed on balance of Ks. 2,01 lakhs better than 
was anticipated in the revised estimates. 3 his was mainly due to an increase of 
Es. 78 lakhs in the yield of customs and central excise duties and of Ks. 1.24 
lakhs from taxes on income coupled with a reduction of Ks. 50 lakhs in expendi¬ 
ture. 


Kevknue 1939-10 

Against an ex])endilure increase of Ks. 4,‘20 lakhs practically the whole of 
which has been on account of the dedcnce Ber^ices, icvenue in the cunent year has 
ini]uoved by no less than Es. 5,( 8 lakhs, so that instead of a nominal suritlus ol 
Es. 3 lakhs, the year is now cx];ccted to end \\iih a balance ot Es. 91 lakhs. 
Thouf;h with the out-))i('ak of war customs lecripts le^^isteicd a fall due to the 
interru])tion of trade with belli^>,erent countries and the diblocalion of ship]iin}^, 
there lias since l)een an ai>precia))le lecovciy and the total re\enne fiom custenns 
and central excise duties combined is now exiiected to be Ks. 1,14 lakhs belter than 
tkj budget estimate. 'Jliis is mainly due to larper ie<-eip(6 ol Ks. 1,90 lakhs on 
account of suiAar and of Ks. 1,2J lakhs from silver. 

The total yield from all taxes on income is Its. 1,55 lakhs hie,her than the 
bnd;e,et estimate and the ])Ool of divisible income-tax has consequently incieased 
from Ks. 11,0) lakhs to Its. 13,70 lakhs. The result is (hat tiic share of tlic 
provinces for J939-;1(J will increase from Ks. 1,78 lakhs to Es. 2.38 lakhs. 3'his 
with the arrears of Ks. 41 lakhs fiom 19i!8-3)9, will make foj- a distribution this 
IMarch of Ks. 2,'/9 lakhs as comj'are'd with Ks. 1.5(i hdvhs disliibutcd last year. At 
the same time the net contribution from the State-owned lailways, which has 
increased from Ks. 2,13 lakhs to Ks. 3.(>1 lakhs, will now fo in its entirely to the 
central Kud^ct. 

3 he hosts and 3Y’]e^ra]ihs arc expected to ]'ioduce a suri'lns of Its. 80 lakhs 
due to the increased trallic in the openiuf; war months. Ihidi'r the existin'; arraime- 
ment this surplus will accrue to {.eneial levemies, hut as tlu* losses lucurK'd hy The 
de])arlmeiit in the ]>] eu ions y(‘ar luue now' hcen lej aid all but Ks. 7 lakhs llie 
net surplus of hs. 79 lakhs Avill in (llect foim a reseixe for the K. A 3. Ih'i ail¬ 
ment on wliicli iiiteiest will have to be I'aid. 

War nex'essilalcd a leview ol the modernisation iroeian.me of the Army in 
accoidaiu'c with the (dhattield Committee juoj.osals. 1 ha-ria^uoiis with his IMajcsty's 
Cov('vnment, to devise a settlement whiih would limit India’s war liability t(') smdi 
mcasi'.ies as are within Ju'r financial cajiacity and ha\e clcail:/ bicn. or will 1 c 
taken lor the defence of India ilsdf and would at llie same tinu' be (aisily woikihle 
has lesulted in, an a};rceni('nt liy whicli tltc whole ol tlie J>clcnce exjcndiime 
ineurred by India will be appoilioned bcfwcen the two Co\ernmen(s as follows 
India is to bear : — 

^ (1) a lixed annual sum represenlin^ the nonnal net dleclivc costs of the Aimv 

in India under neace conditions, idus 

(2) an addition to allow ior rises in prices, plus 
I .,.^'9 war measures as can be regarded as jiniely Indian 

liabilities by icasoii of their having; been uudertaken by India in her own inlerests, 

, (4) A lump sum payment of one crorc of riqiccs towards the extra cost of 
maintaining- Jndia’s External Oelence Troops overseas. 

Tile total amount by whh*li the net annual Defence cxfienditurc incurred in 
India during- the w’ar years will exceed the ap.p,ic[;a(e ol items (1) to (3) will be 
rct'ovcrcd from his JMajesty’s Covernment. 

. ^'^wised estimates of Defence ex])cnditurc for 1930-40 on this basis work un 

to Es. 49,29 lakhs made up as follows ‘ 


(1) Normal peace budget 

(2) Effect of juices on (1) 

(3) Indian war measures 

(4) Non-effective charges 


Es. (lakhs) 
39,77 
25 
3,80 
8,41 


49,29 
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Thus disrogardinf^ Rs. 35 lakliR due to disturbances in Wazirisian, the balance 
of Ks. 3,7G lakhs rej)reBCiUs the effect of the war on India’s Lefence budget for 
1933-40. 

The special war exi)cnditure borne by civil estimates mainly on account of the 
controlling authorities set u]> by Government is estimated at Rs. lO lakhs in 1939- 
40. Total exj)enditiirc comes to Hs. JSt'ijSo lakhs ajAainst the revenue of Rs. 87,70 
lakhs, leaving, a surjOns or Rs. 91 lakhs to be transferred to a Revenue Reserve 
Fund to help out the finances of 191i)-Jl. 


Revenue Estimatics lOKA-ll 


The estimates for ordinary revenue for Rtf >-41 amount to Rs. 85,4!) lakhs as 
com])ared to Its. 87,70 lakhs in tlic revised estimates tor 19,19-H>, 

4'he budget estimate for (Customs and E\<-isc coml)ined is Rs. 1.07 lakhs below 
the revised estimate for J9!t9-|() dn(? to reductions of Rs. tX) Iskhs in the yield from 
the duty on sucar, of Rs. 1,90 l.-ddis in the Customs duly fiom silver, juid of Rs. 
1,97 lakhs on account of tlu' shortfall in those goods the import of which has been 
seriously inleifered with hy tlie war. 

The hudeet estimati; of the yiidd from all taxes on iiuoiue lias been raised by 
by Rs. 1,41 lakhs over the revised estimate lor tlic ciirien! ^eai’. Of this increase 
Rs, 1,94 lakhs goes to swell the divisibh' ])ool of Income-tax so that, the share of 
the Rrovinces is exjiected to reach Rs. 3,UU lakhs, as eompaied with Rs. 9,38 lakhs 
this year. 

The Defence budget for 1910-41 on the liasis (d the settlement with his 
Maicsty’s Government amounts to 53,59 lakhs made iii) of .— 

Rs. (lakhs) 


(1) Basis normal budget. 
(9) Idlect of lise in ])rices 
(!1) India’s war measures 
(4) Non-cfTcctive charges 


:;(•),77 
9,0i) 
(‘..,59 
8,10 


The total extra ex])endilnre to be thrown on the Defence estimates payable by 
India as a result ol the var, after excluding Rs. 9(J lakhs, included in item (3) on 
account of Wdiziiistan, is Urns Ks. 8,39 lakhs. 

Civil ex])endihire estimate’s liave incieascd by Rs. 1.51 lakhs d('S])ite the 
exclusion of all new ])ioposals that could not Ix’ regarded as iinaM.idablc. Increases 
that are either obligatory or are eonntcr-halaiu-ed l.y in ueased credits ()n the 
revenue side account for nearly lialf this amount. 'I'iie sj.ecial ci\'il expenditure in 
connection with the war will amount to Rs. !m lakhs in a full year, though against 
this Rs. 9t) lakhs arc cv])ccted to be realised from the lees cliarged by the .Suj.ply 
dei>artinent,. 

Hie total exi)cnditurc cstimati's thus come to Rs. 99,59 lakhs wlule ou tlie 
basis of existing taxiition and including tlic incia'uscd Railway contribution of 
Rs. 5,31 lakhs, the estimated total icvcnuc is Rs. 85,13 lakhs. The ligures for 
1910-11 arc thus 

Rs. 

(lakhs). 

Reveiiuo ... ... ... 85.13 

Expenditure ^ ... ... ... 99.59 

Rrospeetive delieit ... ... ... 7.10 

AVith the great inijirovcment in India’s balance of trade, the Jteserve Bank 

have made largo aequisilioiis of sterling wliieh have enabled them to put coiisidi'ra- 
blo amounts at the (.lovernment of India’s disposal for the re])atriation of sterling 
debt, ''J’he liability on account of the Family Reiisioii I'uiids transferred to 
Fugland has been liquidated. ’J'bc former scheme hy which tlic Reserve Bank is 
authorised to ])urchase Indian sterling non-termiiiahlc loans in the open market and 
to transfer the securities so luirchascd to the (Jovernment of India for cancellation, 
has been rc-oi>encd. A further scheme has ju^l ^cen brought into force which 
extends the oution of transfer to ru’pee loans to holders of all Indian sterling 
loans. 18o far the total value of sterling sceurities aequiri'd for the purpose of debt 
repatriation is approximately ,€9 millions. 

The Finance Bill 

After the budget speech Bir Jeremij Rmsman introduced the Finance Bill 
making the following provisions 
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Increase of the excise duty on aiu^ar other than ‘ Khandsari” of palmyra siijiar 
from 2 Rs. to 3 Rs. per cwt. which will automatically increase the import duty by 
the same amount; 

Increase of tlie excise duty on motor spirit from 10 annas to 12 annas per p:allon ; 

Continuance for a further period of one year of the exi injj; j rovisions regard¬ 
ing' salt duty. The duty of Rs. 1/1 ])er maund on salt remains lia])le to the 
additional duty imposed under Indian Finance Act P.Xll) ; 

Continuance for a further peiiod of one year of tlse present inland ^aistage rates ; 

Continuanec for the further iieriod of one year of the existing rates of income- 
tax and supertax except for a coin'cssion allowed in the ease of cooperative societies. 

This concession is contained in the following p-roviso ‘dbovided that in the 
case of an association of ]»ersonB being a co-operative so-.iety o'her than the 
^anikatta Salt-owners Society in the Bombay ITesidcney, for the tinn* being regis¬ 
tered under the Co-operative Societies Act Ibll’, or under an Act of the ])rovincial 
legislature covering tlie regist.ration of co- 0 ])cralive societies, tlic rates of Buj>crtax 
for the year beginning on the first day of April Ib-K', shall be :— 

1. On the fii'st R-s. TIUH) of total income: Nil. 

2. On the balance of total income : One anna in the Rupee. 

INCOME-TAX A^^^:N^). Bill 

Ist. MARCH :—Ihe Assembly held a hiicf sitting lasting an hour during which 
it passed Mr. .S', P. Cfunnhors' Bdl to amend the Income-tax y\ct and Sir Jeremy 
JhiisinaJs Bill to amend the Reserve Bank Act, so as to limit the number of shares 
of the Bank that, an individual could hold to L’OO. Mr. Chambers (Income-tax 
Adviser to the Governiin'nt of India) explained that his Bill was necessitated by a 
jiulgmenl of the B>ombay High ('onrt, holding tliat the Special (Commissioner of 
Jnemne-tax in Bombay and olbceis under liini appointed under the Income-tax 
Amendment Act, 'vvitbout, releicnce to aieas to deal uiili cases of sjavdal technical 
dillicnlty or cases in whic-h several companies uerc intcr-couiiecled did not in fact 
have power to deal with these cases. 'J'liis, ]Mr. ('liamhers pointed out, uuis due to 
a drafting defect Mhicli uas being remedied in the Bill. 

Re,SERVE Bank Aviend. Bill 

Sis Jeremy IhnsiiKnj, moving his Bill (Reserve Bank Bill) suggested that it 
was an instance of the truth ot t,he saying that, the < )|)].osition w'cre not always 
Mi'ong and the Govcinment not always right, d/aughter'). d'he Ibll, he saitl, arose 
out of the accejitance by the (Jovernment of India of an argunu'nt, advanced ])y 
the Opposition, which tlie (Jovernment were not luc'pared \o acccjit dining tlie 
pasbii.g of the Beseivo Bank Act, that the ]>rovisions would lead to concentiation 
(d voting ])ower in a few' hands. Sir George Schuster, the J'^inam'e IMember at that 
time, felt that (he (Ian,_er to which some members of tlie House icferied was mi- 
I’cal and that the Bill piovidcd sidiicient Hafeguards against it. Experience, however, 
had convinced the Government of India that tluM'e was a definite danger that, un¬ 
less Biiecial provision was jnude to limit tlie nnmher of shaics which could be held 
by individuals, the voting i ower w-ould be so restiictod as to be a source of danger. 
It had always been held by authorities in central banking, ])iocee(led Sir .leicmy, 
that the shares of the central bank should be distiiliuted as widdy as I'ossibie, so 
that the policy and administration of it should not he dominated by sectional 
interests. The Bill was jiased and the IIoiisc adjourned till March 5. 

Generaj. Discussion of ButuiET 

5th. MARCH : -The Assembly held a general discussion on the Budget to-day. 
Mr. Aikma?t, T.eader of Hie Euro])ean Groipp opened the debate. Ho congratnlateil 
tlie Finance Member on his able and lucid review of tlie fiuaneial ])osition of Ihc 
country. India, said Mr. Aikmaii, was in a fortnnale, if not unique, iiosiiion, for 
the year was closing with a substantial suridns, vvhieli, considering (hat dui'ing (lie 
seven months of that year, the Einpiie was engaged in a deadly struggle, the 
eonsequenees of which no man could foresee, was a testimony to the inlierent 
strength of India’s financial policy. He eongratulafed the Finance IMcmher on the 
success he had achieved in leachiug a settlement with IIis IHajesty’s Government on 
the principles to be followed in allocating between Indian revenues of His Majesty’s 
Government the expenditure arising from the war. He ho]>ed that the importance of 
the arrangement would not be lost on those who had reiterated so often the charge 
solely for imperial purposes. No one, he thought, wumld question the statement 
that if the Allies should lose the war, the calamity for India would be no less 
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than for other parts of the British Em])irc. In such circumstances, the arrange¬ 
ment was a generous one, ])ar(icularly when one considered the large financial 
contributions now being made by the great Dominions. 

Mr. A. C. Diifta thought that Mr. Aikman’s speech showed that the time 
when Europeans and Indians would see eye to eye on many matters was not yet. 
What, he asked, was tlic ]K)liey of the biuLet and what was the foundation of that 
policy ? With refreshing candour, the Finance Meml)er had stated what in fact was 
the ])olicy in the opening sentences of his si>eech in A^hic]l he referred to the utili¬ 
sation of Indian resources for the victory ol the Allied cause, “on which alone 
rested the hope of our civilisation.” flie rej'ly to that dcchiration, said ]\lr. Datta, 
had been given by the Tatna resolution of the. Gongress Woiking Gommittee which 
declared that the exi)loitation of India’s resourct's in the war was an afiVont which 
no Belf-res]iccting and freedom-loving ]>eoplc could accept or tolerate. The budget, 
proceeded Mr. Datta, was frankly a war budget, and it nas economically unsound 
to try to balance it by normal taxation. It the (h)\ernment re(piired twenty crorcs 
for the war, would they take it by taxing eommeree and industi-y in the eoiinti-y ? 
He cliaractcrised iindcr-estimation as a chronic disease with llie Government, and 
declared that the budget was a snri»lns budget piesented in the mask of a deficit 
budget. 

Sir Yamin Khaji endorsed the declaration that is was not, really a dcTicit 
budget. The extraordinary ex])enditure necessitated by the \\ar had made it a 
deficit budget. He invited the Finauec Member to explain how India could utilise 
the opportunity for industrial dovelojmicnt furnished by the war. He took objection 
to the ])etrol tax which, he said, would hemdit the iinpoilers but ])cnalise the 
consumers. In Dcllii, lie said the ]UTsent ])ii(e per gallon was Us. 1-bbt) conpiared 
to Bs. 1-5 this lime last year. He eoneluded Avith an appi'al to the Government 
to take the House into their full confidence AAith regard to th.e Delrnce expi'iidilure. 

Mr. N. M, Jos/zf said that the outstanding feature of tlie budget was the additional 
expenditure of Us. SA erores, which was to be met by addilioii.al taxation, d'ho war 
had been declared Avithont India’s consent and Uritain ha\ing denied scH-government 
to India had the duty of defending India Avith British resouK es. If India was 
Bclf-governing, she Avonld have eheerfiiUy borne the Avar burden. He complained 
against the suspension of the 1 ndiani.salion (’ommittee. and di'clared that, there 
eonld not he jidnt, resjionsihihty hetAveen India and F.ngland as legurds Indian 
defence. He o])])()sed ]uice eontiol as regards expoits, hnl ^^as in lavour of it 
internally in order that, the masses might not be exploited. Ho supported Mr. 
Aikmaii’s suggestion fiU- the nii]a)intnKnt of a committee of the House to suiitiiiise 
Avar expendituie. He also urped the a])iu)intmcnt of a committee to inquii’c into 
the Avorking of the Hnjij'ly 1 >e]>aitment. 

Bir A. y/. Ghar:nan ass *rted that not one clectcil member of (he House Avoidd 
Bupport Mr. Aikrnan in his accc'iilancc of the mov taxation and other proposals. 
The Government., declared Sir Abdul Halim, had the people's support in tluir 
fight against Hitlerism, but not, in their attempt to luinleii (lie country Avitli which 
it could not bear. He contrasted the piesent jailicy Avitli that hud down by Sir 
William Meyer, I'inaiu'C Member, <lniing, the peiiod of the last, Avar, when he slated 
that Avar deficit should be mot by borrowing, by a cut in salaries and by a tax 
on luxuries. 

Sir ZiciudiJin Ahmed commeuted a])prcejatively on the policy of transferring the 
sterling loan and suggested that, the ]’oriion of the j»aper currency reserve now 
invested in sterling securities slioidd he (dianaed into gold. He advocated an 
increase in the rate of interest on the Host Ofiiee Gash Gerliticates and urged that 
the investments in these certificates slionld be used to tiiiance i>ionccr indnstiit's, 
such as building of motor cais and steam sliij s, Ailiicli had become indisjiensable. 
He tpioled Sir Basil Blackett’s observation that a tax on transiiort ayhs a bad tax 
and proceeded to assert, that, after iinp-osing that had tax no other taxation was 
necessary, for, the B'inance Blembei’s icipdrementB ol eight and half erores could 
all be met by increased railway earnings. JNi'ithcr sugar nor excess ])rofits need 
be taxed, ho asserted. The latter Bill might be passeil hut he asked that it should 
not be enforced exe.ejit when, and if more money Avas needed. 

Prof P. N, Bamwrji said that after fhe increased raih\ay rates and the Excess 
Profits lax Bill, the budget was the third taxation measure of the year. All the 
taxes would fall on trade and industry. For instance, sugar had been eoiitimially 
attacked since 1937 and Avas now in a state of eollajise. dhe petrol duty would 
eeiioiisly afiect the road transport trade. He criticised the alteration of the 



-3 MAR. ’40 ] GENICRAI. DIBCUSSION OF RUDGET 1^)1 

Nicmnyer proposals whidi woold deprive the provinecs of le;i:itim;\te revenues. Rut 
the badj^'ct which made all these taxation ju’oposals Rad no word to say about 
economy or retrenchment of expemlitnre. The bLidii,et. he said, was so bad that 
it should ))(? thi'own out. 

Mr. S!i(ih!)ini said that tlic bndi;ct had caused more than jinxiety. Ife 

omphasis('d, howe\('r, that, in the matter of prii*e control, the country was still 
backward and li.alt-lieai t(^d in its (‘H'orls. The willing,nc.ss of the tax-payer to bear 
th (5 ijicrcas(!d burden, he said, Avould depend upon the ])rotec,tion wliirh he received 
against the rise in prices in excess of enhanced taxes, lb; expressed surprise that 
a fruitful source of addititinal revenue like th(‘ export d.ity on jute had hecii 
overlooked l)y the hhnaiice I\leml)er and said that the suspicion had been roused 
that jute had 'ocen left nntouche.d in tiie interest of the for(',ij,nei’ hut, at the expense 
of the Indian tax-payer, lie rcfcrrcil to the 'd'h'd- resjionsibility” witli rop;ard to 
defence and said tiiat the slipnlati m rei;ardine; India’s share ol the cost had created 
some doubts whicdi lie urced should be leinovcd. 

Mr. K. K. Af<i!iiri/ja said that (lie Finan.*c Memlier spoke as if lie l)cIone:cd 
to this country hut a'-tually lie liccanic an Indian only for juirposes of taxine; 
Indians. The si>eak('r could not con_e,ratiiiate the Kinan'o iMemiier on his budi^ct 
but only on tiic lieddiry of his speech. All live ])roposals in tlie hiid^et were 

conceived willi only one object and that, was winning, the war—a war, in whose 

declaration the c()unlry had no voi-e or (dioice and in tlie wapiny of whicli the 

]ieoplG of the (Muntry wiue not trained by the Govern merit. He (dosed with an 

api>eal tor a dfiaiiu'ss allowance for the poor employees ol the (lovcrnment of India. 

Hr. Del'll said that the Imdcet was the best that could have In'cn jiresentcd 
in the exisliny cir(‘umstan(‘c.s and rello'-ted the Finance McnilicFs sense of reality 
and determination to maintc.in India’s cnulit. Dr. Dalai stressed the iinjiortance 
of the ]iopu]atuon problem and nohul witli appreciation that, the next year’s census 
would he proceede I with. R ‘ferrin r (o defence, lie Hiie,a,ested tliat the time was not 
inopixu'tune to ask Indian States also to bear a part of the military expenditure 
anti the loss on strategic railways. 

Sardar Saiif Snrjh said (!ia(, before hiinL’jn[;' up taxation proposals, the Gov- 
pniment should have told tlie House what the taxable cajiacity of the jiet'iple was. 
The (‘.ountry was just emerc,inp lioni Itui;; years of dcpiessioii and the (toverninent 
should ha\e e,iven it a cliance to m dor iqi for tlie lean xears. Tfe bitterly com- 
]'l;iined about the scanty inilure of information rc‘p,ardin;;’ the dtdence exjienditnrG 
and said that likt^ the Fnited ICincdmi, the <Joveininent slionkl have taken the 
iu>ii-o.dit ials into its contidcncc. 

J^ir Jt’rfmy Finam-c Member, rejdyin-; to the debate, said that he 

could not pretend to be other than pratihi'd at the reception of his hrst budp,ct 
b(Ph in the House and in the country. He trusted that he would not be accused 
of complaci'ucy, it he said that it was not merely the (Mcumendatory remarks made 
in the House, but it was tlie criticisms wliicli re-inforced him in the feeling that 
tlyire was really nothiipi;' seriously wronp, with the proposals he liad made. Dealing; 
with the ‘‘old old ar;j,iimenL” tliat (he ira;) between revenue and cxpenditui'C should 
be met not by additional taxation but by boriowin.Li he said that it meant in 
other words, it should not be met, at all, lor, one siionld not delude oneself with 
words. ‘Tf wc Sjiend mort' than onr income and borrow the money we promise 
to pay another day,’’ lie added, “wc do not solve the problem.” It had been asked, 
the Finance Member coiitinued, Mdiy India alone anion;:: fhe belli;;erent countries 
should aspire to sucli hcic,ht.s of iinancial purism and pay licr way. 'I lie answer 
was simple. At the lu’csent moment India was able to pay her way. The only 
justilicatioii which would have convinced him for ])iittinc the cost of the war 
ojicrations on to a siH'cecdin.i;: ccneratioii was, that it was iiiipo.ssible to meet tlie 
cost at present. At the slaye which India liad rea'died and on the scale in wliich 
slie was involved in wuir ex|tenditnre and bavin;;- regard to the economics condition 
of the country, it wa.s the jdain duty of the lAnam-e Mcmhiu- to meet that exoeii- 
(litnre from current reienues. He did not say that would always be so. Obviously 
it was iiossible that military expenditure miidd- reaidi a li;;urc which was beyond 
this country’s taxable capacity, but the Rudyiet was based not on any attempt to 
forecast military developments of the next year but on actual commitments with 
rep;ard to the defence which had already been undertaken. Tlie Finance Member 
quoted relevant passages from his Rud;;et speeeli to reinforce his thesis that the 
nil certain tics of the present time were so t;reat that the possibilities of error were 
particularly lar;;e and he was bound to take those fiossibilitics into account. Dealing 
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with the charge of niider-estimatiiij^ the yield from the Excess Profits Tax Bill, 
Sir Jeremy jiointed out tlic fa(-tors that must be kept in view in forecasting:^ it and 
said that he took the estimate of three crores as the net additional revenue after 

allowinic for the ctFect on income-tax and super-tax. That etrcct Avould be of the 

order of one erore and so, in oider to realise the net three crores, the gross assess¬ 
ment of tlie Ex(*('ss I’rofjts Tax would be of the order of four crores. In other 

words, the total ITvcess Prohts Tax whicli would be brouglU, into assessment was 
ei-Iit crores of iiip'ccs, d'hey wotdd ])robably only be dealing with fragments of 
a year and he claimed with conlidencc that the estimate of three (U'orcs was by no 
means jin under (‘slimale. 

'Jdic next ])oint of crili 'ism was the amendment of the Niemoyer Oi'der in 
Council, which, it had been re-piesented in certain (piarters, amounted to a cheating 
oi tile, provinci's of t-lK'ir b'giiimate expectation. TJie lonan 'o IMember cx{)laiued 
tbc framewoik (J the constiiulion and pointed out that the eirciimslauccH had 
chang(!d in a manner which Sir Otto Niemi'yer could not have fore-seen. Sir Otto 
Nienieyiu' had naluially asr.umed. Sir Jenmiy ICiisman oliseined, that in a contin¬ 
gency such as tjie war, wc would deal with the eireiimstanecs as tlii^y arose and 
would not necessarily adhere to the formula smdi as he had jiut forward. Under 
tJu! (h)vernmeut of India Act, it was jwovided that, in a ])eriod which should not 
lie less than ten years, the Oaitre should dto’olvc to the provim-es half the di\'isihle 
income-tax but owing to tiie war, ]e\eniie3 fiom railways began to move up shar|)ly 
and owing to the <\‘onomic ]u-ospcrity the yield of income-tax began to move up too 
and ue were f.iccd wdh a sitnaiion in win *li it was by no imams imjiossible that, 
under the Nitumn'er tovmula mie half of the total divisibh^ income-tax would fall 
to })(' dietribiiU'd to the i)j(>vuices from tile third or tb.e loui’th year of the ten-year 
jx’iiod and that tlie whole selieme vvliieli the framers of the eoustitution liad drawn 
up, in order that the Centre might adjust itself to the devolution of income-tax 
n'pri'senting eight or nine per eent of its total revenue was swept away in tiie 
course of a few mouths. Tiie Finance Memlier claimed tliat that was a situation 
which was bound to be eorreeted and the manner in Avhicb it had been eorreednd 
was one wliieh liad done no injustice to the ])rovinces. On the contrary, they wouhl 
still he in the ]>osition of being benefited liy the (diangix He did not mean tliat 
they would ri'ceivc the amounts which they would have rec,eived by a blind 
a]'plication of tlie Nieim'ver formula l)ut ii within the period of ten years the 
provinces wiu'c lo woik u;> to ()l or 7 ercires and since in the ]ucseiit year tliey 
weie to iceeive someriihig of the order of L’lU lakhs, next year, the fourth of the 
tiui years, they ouglit to receive 5(Jj lakhs, lie considered that they were being' 
glialautia'd a steady and satisfa'-tory ])rogression towards the cud t'uat the eoustitii- 
tioii had ill view, iiami'ly, that by the end of ten yiairs and not less, they should 
be in ]>osscssion of half the divisilile income-tax. The House at this stage adjourned. 

Fvle of Drtkis Biia. 

Gth. MARCH :—Tlie Assembly diseiissed ollieial Bills to-day. N/r Qinja S(trJ:ar 
motion, that the time given for the ]»reseiitatiou oi the Report of the 
blelect, Committee oii the ihll to regulate t.lie im}>ort, mtiiiufactuie and sale of 

drugs be exliuided u]) to iMarcli Ti, was ayiecd to, after the, House had reji'cted by 

42 votes to 2.), Manlri Ahdul amiuidmenl to exteml the time uj) to June JU, 

In aei'ordanee with their decision, Congress members did not take part in the 
voting. 

CoAi. Mines {^AFErv (Stoavinc;) Amend. Bill 

a he House p.'issed RmuiroL'cnni Mudaiio/'s Bill to amend the Coal Mines 

f^afety (Stowine,) Art so as to ]>or!iiit the use of the hh,owing Board’s funds to 

measures ri'ijuired to extiiiguisli tires and strengthen boundaries between mines 

and itrevent innundation of mines liy water, in addition to the use of these funds 
for sand stow ing. 

Aor.Tt TTLTUiiAL ExroiiTS CIess Bill 

Sir G, S. Bajpai moved that the Bill to im])ose on the export of certain 
agricultural commodities a cess of half ])er eoiit ad ‘valorem and to use the ]U' 0 - 
eeeds to make better linaneial lu'ovision for the ]m]"'erial Council of Agricultural 
Research, bi; talcen into consideration. Sir Gii ja Sliankar explained the constitution 
and work of the Imperial Council and )>oinled out that its linaneial requirements 
for earryiiig on research work would amount to Rs. 15 lakhs a year. This sum, 
he suggested, was by no means exorbitant considering that the United Kingdom 
Biient in one year an amount representing more than 80 lakhs of rupees on an 
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acreajj^c of callivatcd land which was less than one-tenth of India’s. He made it 
(dear that the Bill Rou{;ht to make no (dian<;e in the control at })rcscnt exendsed 
by the House over ihe aclivities of the Council, whose adininistiative charges 
would conliuue to come before the Assembly for voting in ^‘ic ordinary way and 
the Assemi)ly would be fully entlllc.d to call the Council to accouuL. 

I\Ir. Gnjiflis joined on behalf of the European Group against, the ‘‘’haste with 
whifdi tlie House was being asked to conseiH, to a mnv iinancinl imposition even 
without tiie matter liidng (a)nsideied in a t^cl(‘-'t tkunmiitee”. tSoine memheis fcaied 
that even the small c(!ss might handicni> India’s expoii trade in tlie interuatiuiial 
market. IMr. Nn.ithin advanced the tluairy that the imposition on lodes aiiel skins 
would fall on Muslim traders and therefore was indc!ensi!)le. In tin; end, ISir G. 
S. linjpau recognising the strength of the (>pi)osilion to an immediate decision and 
wibldng- to avoid bitterness, conceded the demand for a sidect cfunmittee. 

V(jrjN<i os Bitixarr Di’.mand.s 

8lh. MAKCil :—Voting on lUidgct demands for giants commenced to-day. By 
■io voti'H to IV, Sir Raza AlPn cut motion to ‘discuss the importance of initiating 
a (lecisi\e ])olicy of training Indians to undertake the dctcncc of the country and 
of eslablisliing a dclencc ad\isoiy committi^e” was rejected, 

Sir )'amin Kluin then raised a discussion on the 1 ndianization of the Army. 
He referied to his resolution of IhJJ whiidi he said had led to tin' announcement 
regaiding t!ie eicht units S'dieme. He was opposed to tliat scheme then and 
opposed it now as he ludd that stv.rt!gation of Indians w'as detrimental to India 
and (beat Biitain. His main icason lor mo\ing the cut was to pjcpare India to 
htdp (treat Biilain in t!ie lueseiit W'ai. 'I'lie motion wa.s, however, iejected without 
a division. 'I'lie Asscuii'nly then adjourned. 

Next day, the lltii. March, the House held tw'o important debates, one on 
the the (Jovernment of India’s h’rontier j'olicy, and the se.eond on the coiisl.iliilional 
issue, initiated by Mr. A nu/, to e\ukc fiom the Government a declaialion of their 
war aims w’ith particular releience to Imlia. The alignment of lorces in tlie two 
debates was of considc'i a!>le inteiest. In the first, the iMuslim laaigim Tal ly’s 
])assionat(! ])lca for independence tui the tiiliesnu'ii of AVhiziiislan, on the giound 
that the Government oi India had aggiesslve intentions towards them, found no 
su]t]K)rt liom Mr. Aik'V and otlmr sections of the House. In the second debate. 
Congress Nationalists, touiid tiicni'^eives in a position of similar isolation, though three 
I\l;is!im membeis, Messrs. Zuiar Ah, M.iitnza and Alnlul Ulu./it almost decided to 
d-dy ihc paiiy wiiip and lemaiiied neutial iiii'.il the last moment, when they rushed 
into tlie ‘‘Noes” lobliy. Mr. <'..ov;;-, the Foieigu Hecietary, utilising Kaidar Siint 
Sin-j’hr rc.-ital of a long list of murdcM's, kidnapjaiips and lalds duiiiig the last 
twelve months, dischiim(‘<l any motive beyond that of sate.gna'ding the lives and 
pio[)eri,y of the I'eople in tin* settled disiiit-ls. Foi Fathans he had nuieli admiraiion, 
espcv'/ully for Ihcir loxaliy to h'adeis and fiieiids and their liospitality, but 
unfoituiiatGy tJu'y had the defect of intoleiaiice towards men of other eieeds. 
Impeilect and incomplete in some lespecds he admitted the Goviu nmenrs nolicy 
t,o b(', hut the (h'st rtuuioii of the tribal eivili-^atum was not thi'ir aim, nor had they 
any intention of selling u]> a leguhir admi nistrai ion oi their own in Wa/iiistaii. 
The Muslim Feagmus allowed their own “mit motion” to he K'jccted without a 
division, though their sjHuiches indicated sliong eensuie of the Go\ernmenf. Then 
came Mr. Ami/'s demand for a declaiatioii of war aims through a carefully 
])iej)ared and elosidy reasoned statement, whi'di IMr Gnj/iflis later coinmeiided for 
its studu’d modelatioii. But the siieaker, on heliall ot the European Group, could 
not appreciate tlio spirit, of tlie maiket place w'hieh, aecoiding to him, liad inspiied 
the Congress VVoikiiig (.Committee. “i)elibeiatc, cold-blooded and inaterialislie” lie 
dcclareil the attitude olTlie Coiigiess to be. Mr. Janet;, intei\eniug later, sought 
to soften the acerbity of Mr. Grilliths’ ntt.ack. lie legietied tliat Gaiidhiji’s first 
views on the war had not been acecj>t(ul by the CongreRS. tllie JMuslim Ecaguers 
took a somewhat diUcrcnt line. Mr. Zufar Ah, pointing to independence as the 
common aim of the Gongress and the Muslim League, wondered if six Hindu 
and six Muslim leaders could not nominate a Constituent Assembly to decide 
India’s future constitution. Kir Raza AU bad a long list of (lucBtions. What 
did independence mean ? MTiat would be the yuocedure cuf the Conslituent 
Assembly How would decisions be reached in it ? Why not appoint a tribunal 
to give a new Communal Award straigbtaw’'ay, instead of w'aiting for a Constituent 
Assembly ? Kir M. Zafriillah Khan, winding up the debate, made some intriguing 
reference to the “changed attitude of the British Government” and the reality or 
20 
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frceclom beinj;- within reach, if only there was the requisite courage and inagnnnimity 
to take it. 'Die J louse then udjourned. 

12th. MAUCH :-'riic Assembly i)}issod without a division Fao Sahib Sivnuij's 
cut motion to diseuss “the imliirercut attitude of the Government towards the 
welfare of the scheduled castes”. 

A concession in rogaid to the i.enaions of inferior servants of the Government 
of India was announceil by Sir Jrr,-iiiij Jimsman, Finance IMember, during the 
debate on Mr. Jus’ti's cut- motion (o discuss the gtievan.-es of (Joveriiinen t servants. 
'TlU! I'.iKtiiC'j Ah'inhir said lliat tb.e peiiod of loity yeais’ service vdiich at luesent 

was necessaiy hc.loie an interior seivant could diaw the maximum pension was 

inti'uded to be leluccd to thiity-li\(i yeais. In addi!i(»u to this, he also intended 
to chance the liasis oi deierniining the amount of i>ension so as to enhance the 
fraciion <>! pay to be ciMui as ])'Mision, As reem'ds the sjx’ual allowajice given 
to in tenor ser\an!s \\ho mo', ed lictween l)elhi and Simla every :^('ar, this was 
]U’oposcd to be stoipual in the c.ise oi tlm.^e who would lx* pennanently in J)elhi, 
but the G )v(';nmcnl, were eonsulering the (luesiion of giving tluun some e()mpen- 

sation. The migia'o'v stad' would be paid a suitable allowanee during their stay 

in binila. 

It I r. (Via;n'i,t It. Afortinttr, moving his cut motion to discuss the taxation policy 
of the t ^o^ eriiim n 1 oi liidin, Bugr,e.sU‘d tliat. policy had in tiie main been justified 
in B’pite of thm.iKe'^s atta'ks on it. Sir A. Ram tsinjini Mwlaliar, Comineree 
IMember, alter sbiliiic the Government’s inieiitioiis reeaiding industrial dei'elopment 
during the war, proceeded to declare that tlie export of eommodilies was intimately 
coiuic-ts'vl with th(' inp'ort. 'I’liere could not be a one-way tratlie wuth refereruai 
to trade. If the eounlry wantt'd to export eommodilies it must iiU]>ort eommodilies. 
Tluue was no use in relying on the siiiiposed need of other eounlries lor oi’r 
produ'ts or on the su]'po,-uiion that our iiosition as an exporting eouiitry was thus 
iceure. Tluue could lu' no (piestioii of self siiliiciency in these matteis. iMr. 
tthapman hloriimer withdrew his motion. At five, the guillotine rvas applied and 
the demands were all passed. The House then adjourned. 

Excess Ihioprrs Tax Bi!.e (coxtj).) 

Idth. Tu.'VRCdl ; The Assembly began a general diseus.sion to-day of the Exeesa 
li’iotils d'ax Bill as rt'ixirled iiixm by the Select Gonimitl.eix Sir Jerewy Ratrmaii^ 
Finance IMeml'or, ('(unmending the Ihll to the House tlunight. that the members 
w'ould aeiet limt llie lab.uirs of Hie eommittee iiad iioino substantial fruit, d’iie 
cons'uisus of o, initin throughout the country, lie s.iid, was that the measure w'as 
now pi rally iinpioved and he gladly acknowledged the assistance he liad rec,eivial 
in tile coinmitlec, Ihielly exnlainiiig the changes made, the Finance .Member said 
tliat t'.ie most, iinpoi taut moditication was the additional option gi\(ui in the 

(lelinilion of slandaid ])criod. This -was a matter whiidi enenged t,he anxious 
athuifion of tlu' eoinmittee and it dei-idoil to include a muv o]/tion, namely, the 
average of the yiaiis T.tdT-dS and Ib.tS-T), d'ho inclusion of this option exteiideil 
to a large' numh''r ot businesses the facilit.y to adopt what was gu'iierally reganh'd 
as the le-vel of high economic aedivity as a basis in determining sl.uidard ])rotit. 
It was a cliaugi' the im{H)rlance of wliic.h could luirdiy be exaggerated and its 

elb'ct, oil the iiicide'iice of the tax was very great indeed, Mr. A. G, Datta, 
ill siijiiiorfiiig the motion for eoiisideiatiou, said that some of the most objectionable 
features of the Bill had been removed by the select eommittee and lie hoped that 
others would be n'uicdietl by the llousi' now. Mr. A. Aikman said tluit to the ordi¬ 
nary assessi'e the ]uinciple of tiie Bill was the 50 per cent tax. 4die rest was merely 
complicated detail eoiineeted wdth its collection. Having known the Budgetary 
position, he proei'ciled, his gronj) was sal.islied that the estimate of Rs. d,00,00,(KJO 
as the yichl from the tax was not an underestimate and that in cousequonee the 
rate was a fair oiu'. From his knowledge of the jute industry which was one 

of the lirst to receive war conlrae.ts he knew that the exjiansion of business had 
been little more than to bring profits up to what miglit be considi'red normal 
rales. HamUiags whii-h wcie smdi an important factor in fortifications during tlie 
last war had to-day been replaced to a considerable extent by more permanent 
Rtructiires consisting ]>rincipally of concrete Mr. Af. A.z!iar Mi comi>lained that 
the defiidtioiiB of companies and factories difTered in the Bill fiom those in 

Comiauiy Law and the Factories Act. He ]treHnmed that the diflerence was 
due to the fact that the Government wanted to rope in tlie largest number of 
concerns. Mr. Hussain Bha't. Laljee strongly jileaded for Indian traders 
abroad and asked v/hat had the Government done to help those traders that 



155 


—13—20 MAR. ’40 ] EXCESS PROFITS TAX BILL 

it Bhoiild now tax tliom and unreasonably ? At this sta^re as tliere was 

no quoriiin, the iFoiise adjourned till the next day, the 14lli. March, when 
Sir IL r. J/ody, alter humorously commenting on the MOik of the ‘‘mucli-be- 
nij-’JUed select committee,’’ jdeaded the case of the cinema indiistiy, the Bhii>]'in< 2 ; 
industiy aiul Sindlii merchants trading abroad, to all three of ^vhom due le^ard 
should be ])ai(L It Avas a matter of lundamentid im]»orlance, di laicd Sir Jlomi, 
that in the administration of the Act, the rieht (yj»e of c)llicci’s should he selected 
and the ri;^ht type of ai)i‘ellate iiorsonnel eonsiiluted. Jlo ask(Hl that sj ecial instruc¬ 
tions be issued to the ollueis tu exercise forbearance and iiiduleenco and in all 

cast's of doubt to pivt; the beiieht of it to the assessor. Sir A. 11. (1 hvziKift said 

that. Indian Chambers of Commerce weic o])tH)sed to the of the Bill. 

India was ])rei)aied to lu'lj) the (JoAcrnment deleat Ihtlensm and t^talinism. 4 he 
Coveinmeiit wanted ei^Jit crores for this ])uii'Ose and ])ro}>osed to jaisc Bs. live 
croies by increased rail\Aay rates and fares and the balance ol tluee ciohs by this 
tax. 4'ho thiee (uores, lie conb’iided, should he oblamed by otlu'r ways, bir 3 muin 
Khan argued that industries shonhl be satisfied with six jier cent luolil, and that 
(fovernmeni in proposing to take only .50 ])er cent of excess ]uolitH had shown 
ji'reat consideraiion to indusliial eoneerns. Mr. Aiiicy asked that in eomnulinL; 
Bliindard lu'otils the liiyhest income of any one year shoiild be laki'ii into 

account and not the aAera^e of a number of years. 8ir Jciciny Rdv^nidv. 
Finanee Member, rej»lyin^ to tlie debate eon lined his remaiks to tlie general 
aspects of the Bill. Referiin^ to the lepcated assi'ition that the Bdl would 
tax oilier than war ]!rolil8, he said that tlie ])jineii>lo was not taxation ol 

jirofils which could be demonstrated to be due to the A\ar. It was taxation of 
excess profits aiisinc in Avar c.onditions bec-ause it was based on the piiui iple of 
]>iiority of taxatimi, namely, that the cost of additional defence nu’asuies should be 
borne in the liist instaiu'e by those Avho in AA’ar eondilions found tlumsclves not 
AVorse oil’but belter off. Sir Ziu-ml-Dni Ahmal, aaIio lepiesenti'd a Aieupoint Avilh 
wdiicli he had the utanost symjiathy, ])roeeeded the Finance I^leniber, was rot satislied 
with the additional option ‘liven to the taxi-aycr. 4'he situation in A\hi( h he found 
himself, said Sir .Tereiny Ituisman, was that there Avere eeitaiii iiidustiies Avlueh 
like many iiidustiies in JCuropc Avere eaTiiine, suhslantial aa ar juolils dining tlio 
period before war actually broke out. The bill as oriainally iniroduci'd amis dt'vised 
to lax those tirolits as aycII as ])ro(ils Avhich had aeeiued or would accrue after (he 
oulbicak ol Avar. Ibit, in the coni sc of examinini!; this queslion in the select 
conimillee, lie came to tfie eonclnsio!) that theie aacic also a nunilur of iiidustiies 
and a lai'je Held of commercial activity in India A\hich aacic eomparafively 
unaffected by the qnasi-war conditions AAhicli pu'Aailed in I.hirupe for a year or 
moic befoie the Avar. Sir Jeremy felt he aaouI-.I be on siioncer puiund in basin*; 
tie* liill on the broad piineiple of equity which AAould elimiuatf! as many cases of 
haidsliip as jiossilile, ft Avonld he Ix'tter that the Bill be moddied in the diieclion 
of anxiter iquilableness, and if neeessary and the needs later sliould so require it., 
the incidence ol the tax shonhl be increased in other Avays. Alliioiqdv the leliil 
and the advantage to ei'ilain concerns aaIhcIi luul K'siilled fiom this imioitanl 
modification Avas substantial it was nev erllich'ss conn (ei balanced liy a pi eat imiuoAc- 
meal in the equitable incidence ol the measioe. licfcirinp to the machinery to 
administer the measure, ho assured the House that l:e leali/.ed the im] oitanee of 
a measure of this kind beinp not only effieienlly ailministeieil but. administered in 
the ])roper Hjiiiit. 4’he House tlien adjourned till tlie next day, the March, 

and continued discussion on the Bill clause by clause till tlie 20th. March Avheti it 
passed the third reading of the Bill. IMovinp the third readinp, Sir Ji ic??/// Rdlsman, 
Fiiiaiiee Member, referred to the Iavo main ehanpes Avhieh the Bill liad undeipoiie 
diniiip the eoiisideration stape, namely, the raisinp of the exemption limit to Bs. 
!U),(l)U and the wideninp of the scope of clause 26 to eoA^er certain additional ty]ies 
of cases to Aviiicli the Ontral Boaid of Beveniie could prant relief. With these 
amendments lie felt that i-OBsibilities of penuine hardshi))B had been greatly reduced. 
He pave the a.'^siiiaiice that the administration of the Act Avould be carried out in 
the spirit Avhieh would be sympatlictic to the proAvth of induslry, ])artieularly of 
noAV and p>ionecr iiidustiies (hear, hear'. He Avas himself excecdiiiply anxious that 
everyIhinp should be done to eneourape industry to take advantape of the 
opportunities proAided by Avar and it was Avith that end in vicAV that lie Avas hajipy 
to place at the Commerce Member’s disposal funds Avhich could be used for research 
and pioneer work by the Board of Industry. In the same spirit he would himself 
Bujicrvise the administration of the provisions which had now been included in 
Bection 26 and he hoped to be able to secure that no damage was done to the 
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penKitive plants whic^h mi^ht emerge in the earlier sta^.e of the emergency period. 
And if it was found tliai in the woiking of this measiue sfMious or iiiiwarrantable 
hardship was caused to types of business, lie would make it Jiis duty to inomote 
necessary amendments. The House then adjourned. 

Debati-; on the Finance Bill (c()N'r]>.) 

21st MABCII :—d'lie Finance J^fcmbct, in moving for llie consideration of the 
Finaime Bill today, said that his budget speech contained tlie backgi’ound of 
the linancial j)roposals. Mr Raiaeai/ ^Sco// ;.>ave tieuies to show that the total 
amount, of sugar to lie, sold dniing this ;\ear loiiether witli the carry-over from tiie 
the i>ievi()us si'usoii was j)erhapH ] ;r) 0 ,( mo (ons aeainst the consumplion ligine for 
the country of just o\er one million tons. What ^^as to happen to tlie balance, 
and wliat was Java going to do ? ddnuc v,as no loom for .lava imi'orts and if she 
im]>ortt‘<l oven small (piantitii's sh(‘ would ilepioss the mai ki't. whih; if she resorted 
to dumping to gel rid of her surplus tiicre would be a sliim]> in su^>ar prices and 
craslies all round. One Kuui'dy might be the cuitadment ot juoduelion but that 
would ad'eet ju'ovincial revenues and (he H. Ih (htvernnuait rcjU'escnlati'/e was 
reported to have expressed himsell against that remedy. Mr. t^cott Hugg('stcd the 
setting lip immediately of a committee icjU’esenting tlie I'inaiice, Commerce and 
Agricultural 1 )ei>arlments and Provincial Coveinmciit ja']ucsentalivcs and two or 
tliiee i'('piescntati\cs of (he sugar industry (o investigate (he C'ili’ct. of central and 
jirovincial taxation and excise on the industry and to stabilize sugar ])rices 
BO that all inteiests might get a fair jciurn. lie also suggested that, the 
increased excise should be brought into elfect on sugar nianufacliiied only after 
IMarch L The Assembly at this stage adjourned till the 2i)t}i. March when 
Sir Abdul liahui (j'liiiinan strongly ciiiicised the api'oint iiHsii oi liaison ciflicers 
and controlh'is in connexion with the su]>ply of war inatmial. 'i'hesc olheers, lie 
said, were all Euro]a>ans wdtii only one excejdion. 'I'liey were all diawn from the 
very trades wlii'di they weie sii}))iosed to contiol. tSir Alidul Halim referred in 
jiarlicnlar the liaison ollicer in regard to the leather trade and said that hides and 
skins w'as a business in which hloslems liad a monopoly and yet, not oiic ot them 
was consulted before this otlicer was a]>]>ointed. i^diither, tliis otliccr who was an 
Englishman was now in. a j>osition to know all the trade societs and all the hide 
merchants weri' at his mercy, Ahdnl Halim said that there was no need for 

a new^ dcpaiiment, of supply. He demanded the formation of Bengali units in the 
Army, and crilicizing tlie All-Jndia Radio dcelaied that it was earning on Congress 
jiropaganda. He objt‘eted to the discontinuance of C.ahmtta as a llaj ]>c»rt and 
asked lor an assiiiaiiec that it would lie tlirowm open again to Haj t.ratlic. Sir G. 
N. Sajpai, replying to the “long, dri'ary drij) of disparaging declamation” of (xiilicr 
speakers referred to the anxiety expressed by one of them about the 'i'aj Jlahal and 
gave the assuraiu'e that the (Joveniment iiilly realized that it was a le;.Mcy of beauty 
to all comniuiiHies in the country and deserved the nlmost. care, lie added that 
tlic SLiperintiMident in eliargc had duiiiig the Easter holidays assured him that there 
was nothing like imminent or immediate risk to the 'i’aj. As n'gards tlie closing of 
the Port of Calcutta, he said t.hat it was a tcmjiorary war measuie and JIaj jiilgrims 
W'ho would normally sail fiom that Port were given sj ecial faciliiies to travel to 
Bombay and sail iiom there. Sir Ziamldin Ahnud said tiiat the Niemeyer Award 
needed revision. It miglit have suited the eonditioiis at the time it was given 
but had now^ become unsuitable owing jiarliculaiiy to the change caused by the 
war, wdiieh had incn'ased the expense of the central Coveniment and brought down 
those of the jiroviiu'es. He said that in the eonise of war every one in the eoiintry 
who was in a position to jiay must j-ay and gave the warning that the jicoplc must 
get ready for a second and possibly a thiid Einance Bill dining the year. He had 
not concluded his spe ch when the House adjouiiied. 

Removal of Hisauieitiep of Oveiisevs Indians 

27tli. MARCH The Assembly eonsidcrod non-oflieial resolutions to-day. The 
Government accepted Mr Ghvlam Bhik Nairaiafs resolution nigiiig Bte}>8 to bring 
about the removal of disabilities of Indians in various j ails of the British Com- 
moinvealtli. 'J'he House j>assed the resolution amid elieers. Sir C. S. Baj])ai, 
Secretary, Dojiartnient of Education, Health and Lands, rcj'lied to the debate! 
Kefeniiig to Ceylon, lie said that as soon as the Goveinmcnt of India hoard of 
the j)roiec(ed emigration restrictions last year, the lequisite njijuoach was made 
and ill August, tlie Governor of Ceylon declared that any definite jiroposal for 
reBtrictiiig emigration would be referred to the Goveinmcnt of India and any legis- 
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lation would be reserved for TIis jMnjesty’s pleasure. No a]>proach to legislation 
of Uiis type had yet materialized. As regards Burma, a strong representation on 
the subject of compensation arising; from tlio riots had been addressed to the Heerc- 
t.ary of Slate for Burma and as repaids the peneial lelalions between the two com- 
munities in that country there had l)(*en some im]>Tovenient a id In* could testify 
on tlie evidence of the (u)vernment of India’s Afcnt in Burma that in the interior 
of the countiy the atmosplicre was belter than for some time. One of the most 
important jueces of ley/islalion there related to land j>urchase Imt accoidiiic- to a 
rejiort juiblished this moinint; as a result of discussion a solution had been evolved 
which Avas not alto-ethei unacceptahle to the Indian community in Buima. But the 
(Tovernment had not. clvim up the subiect, A ceitain contioveisy, continued t^ir 
Oirija, liad aiist'ii with reeaid l.o Natal aiisinij; f/oni lh(‘ uirhu taking; which tlie 
Indian (‘ommunity had t^iven voluntaiily abstainin}i fiom puichast* of land in ]ire- 
dominantly Euio])ean areas, but the situation in t^outh Afina {jeinually with iei;;ird 
to the Indian question wtis so critical and the maishalling ot political parties in 
tlie IvC^^islal lire so event ly balanced that we had to ^o vciy carefully indeed h'st 
worse befall us. ];ast yi'ar, we were actually tlireatened with le^cislaiion to make 
Bep,rep,ation permanent lint the present Ministry had piven the assurance that it 
was not }i,oinLi; to bring; in any special legislation. All that it had done w'as to 
apjioint a fact-tinding; commission in this situation. It was desiial)le that the i aths 
of discretion and of prudence should be followa’d. 

Mo^^lFIe'ATJO^^ of FiS(\tL roLiry 

Sir l^djn Alt moved liis resolution reeommciiding: the api'ointment of a eom- 
mittee of otlicials and non-otlicials to examine, the present tiseal policy of the Govern¬ 
ment of India and recommend suitable modilicalions. He traced the evolution of 
the ])rcsenl, ])olicy of discriminating- protection and said that honi'sr doubts bad 
arisen whether the Exchecptei was not heli)ing industiies loo miicli by giving them 
an amount of ]u-otect.ion which was not jnstilied by the dreumstanees of the ease. 
He had not concluded wlnai the House adjourned. 

I)KuvrK ON TiiF Finance Bill (contp.) 

28th MARCH ’hhe 7\sseml)ly eontinued the general debate on the Finanee Bill 
to-day, Str Vagu idiit coiic,<Mitratetl his eiilicism on the Department of t^u))])ly, 
])aitienhiily the appointment of adviscis and liaison ofliecrs. He urged the aboli¬ 
tion of llm eontracts directoiate and pointed out that the Sn)>])ly de}>ai timait could 
secure ordeis. lie asked, howTver, that ]>iirchaHeH should be made thiongli the 
ludian Stori's dejiartmeut. The k^upi>ly (le]tartmont, he demanded, should (-oiisist 
only of otlicials. He wanted that an announcement should be made with regaid 
to the. 1 ndo-.Tai>an('se trade negotiations. 1'he existing agicement was due to 
exicre Oil IMaieli !U and the Go\ernment must indicate their intentions and plans 
to dc.al with the peiiod Avhen no agreement would be there, t^ir Ziaiiddin said 
the te^ title industry Avas not entitled to have the jiroteetion both of high tariff 
duties as Avcll as of imjaut fpiotas. Either the one or the other should be ri'inoved, 
raruht K. K. Mtihiriya di-elaied that if tbeic was any jiistifieatioti in any year 

for tbro'ving out the Finance Bill it Avas this year. He charged the Government 

of India Avith a deliberate atlemiit to keej) down the luices of agricnltnrnl commodi¬ 
ties in India so that they could be cxjuirted to the United Kingdom as ehea]dy 
as jiossible. dhe (ioAernment, lie asserted, wanted to stop cxi'orts of tliese com¬ 
modities to neutral eonntries in oider that an artificial dejuessiim in ]>rices miglit 
be created for tlie benefit ot the United Kingdom, lie ojq osed the ineresed sugar 
duty. Mr. halchami Naralrai called n]'()ii the Finance Member to prove to the 
House that increased sugar duly w’onld not adveisely affect the maniifaetiirer, the 
eanegroAver or the consumer and 1o ex])lain w'by the sugar lariff boaid rciiort had 
been shelved. In view of the surplus in the budget he urged the Finanee IMember 
to consider tlic desiiabilify of raising the exem])tion limit Avitli regard to income- 
tax from Ks. ],5U0 to Ks. 2000. Mr. Lahhand said that the slab SAstem Avas intro¬ 
duced last year as an exjieiiment and he suggested that the surjilns was possibly 
the result, of that system. If so, some relief Avas due to tlie ineometax payer. 

He urged the reduction of the salt duty from Ks. I-d to Kc 1 and objected to tlie 

reduction in the salt im]iort duty. He ]ireBsed for tlie establishment of a radio 
station at Karachi and the development of telephone communication in the interior 
and ]deaded for greater rcpiescntation of Sindhis in the services. Mr. Azharali 
said that the annual sessions of the Congress and the League were to be held in 
Kamgarh and Lahore and that they would bring more revenue to the railways. 
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WJiy then, he asked, did Government raise the rales and fares. The demand for 
deeliirations of Go\eninn'iit’H inlenlions wilh re^^ard to India ^vaB, in liis opinion, 
useless, ))e('anse deeliiialions liad been made on many oecasions before ri^ht from 
the lime ot tiueeii Vieloiia, but had been tieated as s<*ra]>8 of i-aper. What was 
required was iiuily in the eounlry arid il tlial \sas aelmoaai, a small eonslituent 
asHc'mbly of (‘leven meiubeis would be suflicii'ut toliame llie eonslitiilion. Maiilintd 
Z(if(ir Ah deelaied : it is the duly of eveiy eivdizcal (Mna'rnmeiit to see to it tlial. 
not one of ils subjcels 8lar\es. tliat b:ead is suppiu'd ti) e\ery man and wom.an in 
this eoiiutiy not i)iead ^^ith jmtttr, Ix'eaiise bulter is seaiee-but only biead. Has 
any e('nsus been Ir.keu ol the number ol I'oople wlio are starving ? Is tlunc a 
potu’ house ill India ? If not now, at h‘ast alter the war, let the h'iiianee IMemlier 
make I'lovision in the budeet for an tild ape \'('nsi«)n tor eveiyone in India ab(>vc 
00 yeais of at least Its. In. (Lauehter.) Leople would be jnepaied to tax themsi'lves 
for this but not ior tlie palatial (toveinment In.ildinps, Hoes the I'inaiiee Ttlember 
know the rate of unemployment., tbal. iMadias piaduates me selling, beti'Is, and 
Lombay pj'ailuales aie shoe-biaeks.” Sir Jc/LfHf/ lAmthtni b(‘pan by emj'liasi/.inp, 
the extreme uncertainly of ti*e ]'iospeet wliieh faced the country in the year ahead. 
'J'lie budpelaiy I'oliey, he deebued, was one v.hiili would onsun' the financial 
Biabilily of tJie eoiintiy in the lane of the ])robable atlveise intliK'iiees and enable 
it to withstand the shocks she mipht iee('i\e. He icinulialed the eharp^e of 
underesiinnition of levenue ami ])ointed out that if Unit was true, none would have 
exiieeted some lai’pe snijilus eiiHaeinn, unless exiienditme also had been preatly 
expanding-. Ihit actually, during, the three yeais preceding the current year, the 
fip’uri'S ol revenue eolleeled and the actual cx]ienditure charp.ed to that revenue 
showed suri'luses ol Rs. IPl lakhs, 172 lakhs and Rs 171 lakhs res] eelively, wdiich 
W'ere insiitlicK nt. to pro\’)de for t.h(^ three; crores ol sinking, Jund each year, Ne)r 
had expenditiue ineieased ^reatly during, these yeais. P^ir Jeremy went on to 
stress the fact that the eriteiion (d a bndpet was whellier tlie {peneial K'sult wais 
reasonably close to the oiip.inal estimate. Jle asserted that the present, ])olicy must 
be to facilitate and ensnie tlie fullest and most (llective utili/.ation of India’s 
economic r('Soiirces for the ])uri>osc of winning tlie war and eou|fled witli the 
mi'asures taken to ensure that end tlu're must be due rep^ard for the iiecessily of 
jdaeinp the country in the stronpest jiossible josilion after the einerpency. He 
was sme lh('S(; were the main objectives wliich must be ke])t in view thiouphout. 
!!(' ciitieized those who talked on i.he one hand of the exploitation of India for the 
benefit of the Allies and complained that India was not. bi'inp, piven full op];oitunity 
to cater to the ieijnirements ol the Allies, ludendinp the snpar duty and the 
l>etrol duly, he asked his ciitics to suppest alteinatives and declared that the 
additional taxation ol bixinies must be ruled out because tiny wooe in the nature 
of uncertain sources, lie reiteiated tl;e view' that snpar. moie paiticnlailv in India 
than els( where, was tin* vi'hicle tor an important levenne lax. IR' saitl that he was 
fully aware of tlm dithcultii'S of the indiistiy but. it was di'nr that the ]oiee of 
Bupar liad been maintained lor an iindnly lonp time at an nnjnstiliahly hii h level 
and hipli ])iieeH mainiained at tlie saciitiee i>f the e(»ns»:mer Inul hd to the hiph 
prices ol cane and the indnstiy lonml itself in\ol\ed in a vieions eirele. He 
contended that a elianpo was hound to (•(•me ahont in the eonditiems of tlic 
production and tlie mailielinp oi snpar and that ehan.ee we.s inevitable whetlicr 
the excise duty was mainlaiiK'd nnelianpcd or inereased or lediiecil. 'The 
House t'assed the motion ior eonsideraiion and on the next day, the 
2l’tli. March, an alt(’ini>t to fix the ] etiol duty at ten annas instead of 
twel^e was made hy Mauhi Ahdnl (Jlnmi. p^ardar Sant binpli, IManlana /afar 
Ali and Mr. JM, Aney, w ho snppoiltd jRanlvi (Rtani, eom]Jained of liipli pi ices 
of ju'lrol and nrped ])jiee eontiol. O'liey arpned tleat. tlie enhanced duty would liit 
indnsliies Jtaid. Rii Jcinty RaisDuni, ^ej lyinp. ] (anted out that the nst; of j ctrol 
for stationary enpines in indiislriiS was a neplipible iiaetion ol the total and it was 
in Ids o]union not a ennsidiTatioii wliieh should cany any weipht in dealinp; with the 
ineiease of duty. As lor the question of hipli iietiol I'liccs, liere. as in the ease of 
Biipar, questions of that kind were not diicctly relevant to the linanee Rill. He 
was not ])repared to accept tliat il would be o] en or justifiable hm the Goveinmcnt 
to atteirqit any far-r(aie]iinp^ scheme of rep illation. MaulL t Abdul Gbands aim'iid- 
ment was m'pativfd as also Mr. l.alchaml Navaliai’s amendmend to fix the duty at 
eleven nunas. EHbrts were made hy Mr. Aarab-al and Jilaulvt Abdul Ghani to 
reduce the juice of jiosleards and to raise the income-tax exemjition limit from 
Ks. 1.5U0 to Rs. 2,000 but failed. Movinp, that the Rill as amended he passed, 
f?is Jerem} Raisman expressed gratificalioi' that the House had been so reasonable 
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ill dealing wifli (he Bill. ]\Iaulvi Abdul Ohaiii, Mr. Lalehand Navalnii and Mr. 
Aney oi)posed I he motion. The Finanee Bill, it. will be recalled, had been thrown 
out at the liraL or .second reading stages dnnng the la.st five years. Tlic Bill, with 
one arnondinent, (‘xernpting sugar produced iii)to February liO from the enhanced 
duty, was i)as.sed wiil’.oiii a division to-day. 

BuTisii RuiUKcrs’ DuFitNOK Rr.RvicE Bill 

Ist. APRIL ;—ITnnsnally ('\ciled H;*enes were witnessed to-day wlien the Bill 
relating to unlit,aiy service by Euro]!can Ihitish t^ubjerts in India came up for 
dis(*'ission. d'lu; llousc; divid.'d no less than lour limes, (hme on a closure 
motion, as feelines j-an Itigli and eleeted members ojiposite sre nu'd (hMei miiK'd to 
llelit lor certain piieslions of princii'le laised in the Ihll. dJie 1 »i\'ision List dis- 
eh.s!'d Llvat with Iiu'e.\e(‘;>1 ion of Mr. Shald)an and Hnja lOishjsidsine!i, who geiu'r- 
ally sit wit.h Od.icial Members, all Indian ele-led member^ bebauiiig liotli to the 
Muslim League and the Nmionalisi Tarty \oted logeilier against the nu'as ,rc on 
the ground of principle. Ctommcining on ({overi.mcnl.’s refu'^a! to amend tlie lull 
]Mr. L, K. Maitrci hal.iri''ally eiied, ‘'i'hev slionhi be given a riding allowance ior 
rilling nmgbsbod ovei our wishes”. I^Ir. ,Lif<tr Ah dej-loied the ab,>4ci:ee of (Con¬ 
gress meiniiers and said, ‘‘If lliey ]iad been liere, they would liave made you 
daiicaa” On tlie other iiand, om* N.-itiomdini. ]\Ieml)er n-gictfidly (di.'^eiaa'd. 
find it incieasinely diihcnlt. f()r decent people to be hen*.” b'iie main objections 
to th(' bill weic three. U'-cording to the ti(*n(l of to-da\’s debate, l^bi.stly, Oovt'i'n- 
meiit was ebarg(*d w iib racial disciiniiiialion as the T>ill provided ojuiort unities 
of military seivii e only to Iviropeaiis, and not to Indians als,). jMr (itihi^whlin 
reforn'd to tlie fact that the Beneal, the Tiinjab and Rind If'gisbUmas liad agieed 
to help Biitain in war, and bitterly asked, “Wliy don’t you include J’linjabis, 

Bengalis and Rindiiis in the Bill ?” 'i'Jic seeoml objection was imdusioii of 
Kaioiieau Biiti.sli Rubjecis lielonging to the Dominions and colonies, ddiis was 
vehernciitly ())>!>osed as a calculated all’iont to Indian nationliood, as the Bill ])ro- 
posed to give facility's Lir military service to }ieoi»Je coming from tenitories, where 
Indians were treated as “worse than animals’’. Tlie tbiid objection was to the 
words ‘‘National servi(*e’’ used in the Bill. This was ciiticiscd as a misnomer by 
Mr. .l?/c// 'There was nothing a<‘Cording to liim National about, it. hhe motion 
for considoi at ion of the bill moved by Mr. A. Dr. (\ ITi/Zf,!/..’o, Defence (h-oidi- 
nadon S(‘(‘ietary, was pies.scd to a division and passed by il ^olcH to L’J, the 

Moslem League and Congies.s Nalionabst J’ariy memlx'rs jniidng to Aote against 
it and Liie ihiropean gionp, nominated and {lo'.'ei nmciO memb(*rs voting for the 
motion 'The third reading of the lull was passed by 40 voles to TJ. 

Dkfen(’k of Ixin v Ameno. Bill 

The bill to amend the Dtdenee of India 7\ct in order to ]uovide among other 
thi.og,'. ior the prevention of the spiead of rejiorls or ])ros('cntion of ]Uii poses 
v-n'iiJuiciiil to llis Maji'sty’s relaliiuis with foieien ]>oweis wois next tako'u uj). jMr. 
Willuj ms, moving consideration of it, f*v],|aim'il objecls, ami ad.dcd ibc.l, tin* ]'io\isions 
of the Act, wu'iG proposed to be exli'iided to Indian stall's and tiib.d a'eas. Raidar 
Rant Riugli, Maulana Zalar Ali and i’aiulit \j, Iv. IMaitia (»pposcd the bill. SarJar 
Sant Singh dealt at length with tlie woiking (^f the A'*!, in the pro\inces, and 

Slid his information wuis that, it was being used by Tioiineial (hoern menis to 

oust tlicir political op[)onent. In tb.c Tnnjal) alone, tliere were alieady dOO 

eonvielions under the Act. lie nrgi'd the appointment, of a (‘ummi<t<o to empiire 

into the working of the AeL After refeiimg to the action taken against i’lof, 

Kanga, he said that Rir Ramnel Iloaif; in the IJonsc of Ckimmons gave tlie 

assurance that (Toveriiment w’ouid ilevise machinery to kci']) a cheek on tlie 
executive in matters of externment and internmi'iit of imli\iilmds. Raidar Rant 
Ringh asked the (Toveinment of India to do likewise. Mntduud Zajar Alt said 
he was at one with the ({ovennnent il the hill wuis used apainst those who 

obstructed the ]»rosoculion of llie wuir, but his giieiaiice was that, ti’.e ^Xet 'was 
being used against persons holding advanced political vh'ws. 1‘andit Muttra 

charged tlie (Trovemraent of India with failmo to earry out tl'e iindi linking to keep 

a careful watch on the Trovincial Government’s use ol the poweis under the Act. 
In Bengal, there had been blVJ eonvietions under it, and the ]!ies8 luvd been 

\nuz7ded. The provisions had been distorted and made ni']»licable to eases to 
which they did not in fact have any reference, lie asked why the act was being 
extended to the tribal areas. The debate had not concluded, >Yhen the House 
adjourned. 
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Agricultural Phoduce Cess Bill 

2n(l. APRIL The Aariciiltiiral Prodiiee Cesa Bill, aa re))orted upon by the 
Seleet Commit lee, waa taken up for eonaideration to-day. Sir O. S. Bajpat, 
movitiy; lliat the Ihll bo taken into (‘onaideralion, r('j>lied to eertain erilieiama made 
on the Bill Hineo the debate on its relcronee to Si'Ieet Committee. He said firatly 
the iiieidenec of the ])roj)Osed eeaa would in no ease rise even to one jiiec ])er unit 
involved and secondly, since the introduction of the Ihll, the ])iicea of n^ricailtnral 
produce as sliown by index prices had suHered no adverse ellect. d’hirdly, the 
proposed cess of half per cent ad valorem was well lielow the rate of cess already 
levied in the case of other commodities sucli aa jnle, rice, collee. Api>lyinL^ these 
three tests, therefore it was not reasonable to aryue that tliis modest cesa for tlio 
benelit of the ayrienltmist was ^oine to operate as a liandicaji to liim. Sir Cirja 
Shankar jjave tlie assurance tliat the riyht to ask (inestiona and move resolutions 
with re,card to all matters pertaining, to the activities of the Imj)ejdal Coiinc-il of 
Ayricnltnral heseaich lor whi'se financial Ix'nelit the c(!ss would be boded would 
not b(* abated one jot or tittle bc-ause of I,lie i>asHi!r; of llu^ Bill. He also assured 
the House that tin' (dlect of the Act on exjuirt trade wouhl be wat(died and iiointed 
out that the Coiei nmiuit had ]>ower to remove from the list of commodities on 
which the cess would be levieil aiiytlun" wliicli was a<lveraely ahected by the 
cess. Maiilana Zafar AU iir^ed the need for facilities for export of aciicultural 
commoilities and deidared that the Covi'rnment liad not ilone enough to secure 
a sutradent supply of manure to acricultiirists. He sut:,ii,est(xl a luohibitive duty 
on the exp-ort of manure. Mr. Ndiinui/i, 0 ]>jH)siny l.lu* Bill, said that thouc,h the 
incidence of the cess miyht be low. the piinciple of th.e levy was in itself 
objectionable. The Impiuial Clouncil of Ai;ri«-ulI oral Bcs(xiTch, he said, should not 
be looked upon as a commerc.ial concern but. should liave its exiiensea mid. from 
(he Central Exidiecpier. j\Ir. J. 1). Boyir (Kuropean Croup) asked whether the 
cess would apply to commoditii's already ordered before the introduction of the 
Bill but not yet shipjted. He urij^ed l.hat the Covernment should reconsider the 
list of arlbdes on wdiieh the cess wms luoposed and dixwv uttmition to the case of 
]H‘pper, groundnuts and cashew nuts wdii(di. In' askinl, should be exempted. Sir 
Zra-ud-i!ni .Mniwd (lid not obj(‘ct to the j)rincij)le of h'vyine, the cess but pleaded 
that It should be examim^l by a comjxdent committee ol the mer(dianls concei-ned. 
He ]»leaded that the House should have time to discuss the rules under tlio Act, 
and should be piven tin' assurance that the powers of the Lf‘c,islat,ur(‘ over the 
athiiis of the lmi>erial Coumdl w'erc not diminished and periodical ri'uorts of the 
wnirkiny of the Act should he placed before the members. Bandit K, K. Afahinya 
BUi)iu)ried the Bill hut Bue:<:ested that waste cotton sliould also l)e included in the 
list hecausc it was an important article which every country in the world was at 
presi'iit conserving:. Sir (J. S. BnJpji replying,, piainted out that a i)rohibiti\e 
export duty on manure smdi as had been sueecsted would meet, only an insigni¬ 
ficant I'art of the money rcquirc'd hot h(‘ pave the assurance that the Imperial 
Council would coimulcr the siiuecstion for conserving tlu^ sup])li('s of manure, lie 
assured iMr. Boyle that the position of commodities honyht hdoro the Bill wuis 
introduccil would he Bym;>athotic:illy examined. He th.ouuht that it. should be 
possible to pive relief if it wms found to he due. Hiirinp the second reading, Sir 
G. S, Bd/f<ai a'-cepted two amendments moved by l\Ir. Naununi for the omission 
from the list of raw hides eiiltinps and raw' skins caittinps, and the Bill, with 
this ehanpe, wuis [)assc(l. 

Insurance Act Amend. Bill 

The ITonse tlien passed Sir A. Barnafiwmni MudcliaSs Bill to amend the 
Insiiranee Act with twx) important changes, which were ex])lained by the mover. 
The first, said Sir Bamaswami, eonlined the liphts of la'cijtiocity to insiiranee 
eomf)anies in fiidian Stat(‘s instead of ext.endinp them, as oripinally itrojiosed in the 
amendinp Bill, to eom]»anies outside India also. He accepted this restriction in 
view of certain a])])rehensions expressed by insurance com;nmies wdth repaid to the 
extension of tlie reciprocity provisions beyond India. tSecondly, with ropard to 
actuarial valuation by \ liich the Covernment iimh'r the Act had to satisfy them¬ 
selves about the soundness of companies before permittinp them to amalpamatc, he 
aecei)tcd the Biippestion that if one of the eomi)anies had a st.andinp wliich was 
well-known to the Government, a fresh actuarial valuation slionld not be necessary 
and the last actuarial reiiort, ])rovided it w'as not more than five years old, should 
be considered sufficient for the purpose of amalpamation. Mr. L, C, Buss and Mr. 
Nauman welcomed the Bill which was passed. 
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Excess Pkofits Tax Bill (gontd.) 

The JToiiBe also assented to the amendments made in the Council of State to 
the Excess Proiits Tax Tiill. 

PaRBI MARRIAC4K & DIVORCE ACT 

Earlier in the morning, the House, on Sir //. P. Mody's iuotion, passed 
the Itill to amend the Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act as passed by the Council 
of State. 

Tariff Act Amend. Bill 

4th. APRIL ;—Sir Ramasu'cimi Mudaliar, in moving for consideration of the 
second Tarilf Bill to-day, explained why duties on wheat and broken rice were being 
continued for another year and those on silk for another two years. Referring to 
wheat, the Ckannnerce Member said that the (luestion bristled with ditbcnUics. 
Snon afti'r the outbreak of war, one set of opinion in India wanted price contiol 
while another wanted no control {)arti(adarly with regard to agricultural commodi¬ 
ties. In between these two sets of opinions, there was the question of retaining 
the im])ort duly on wJicat. It was j)ointed out that the duty artificially raised 
the luice of wheat and that shipjnng dilheulties and current pruTS of that article 
could adequately protect the interests of tlie cultivator. Taking the long range 
view, however, the (iovernment decided to continue tlie duty for another yi'ar. 
As ‘m- Hilk> the Commerce IMomher said that the report of the Tarilf Board was 
suiuuittcd to tlic Corveriiment in .lanuary last year. It was then too late tor 
tl'.e Covcinment to readi a decision and bring up the necessary legislation diii-iiig 

the budget session, tdiice Uirn war had broken out and liad radically changed 

the conditions on which tlic recommendations of the Tariff Board W’cre based. 
It was found (hat due to import ditfienitics, llie ])rices of silk were already higher 
than were regarded fair ])riees by the Tarilf Board. In luirness to the industry, tlic 
(iovernment had decided to continue the existing duties for a further ]>eiiod 
of two years. The Bill w'as passed. 

The Dritgb Bill 

nth. APRIL :—The Assembly to-day passed the Drugs Bills. Dining 

diseiissioii of (he clauses, on Pandit L. K. Mailra'a motion, the House agreed t,o 

the onhirgement of the Drugs Teeliiiieal Advisory Board by the addition of an 
elecied representative of the Central Council of the Indian Medical Assoeiiition and 
an elected representative of the branches in India of the British jMcdical Association. 

As the result of a compromise, a new (dauso was added, luoxiding lor the 
constinilhm of a Drugs t'oiiHultalive Committee. The House agreed to the I'loposal 
lU'ido by Penuhl MaPra and acce]>ted by Sir C. 8. Bojpai that the two Bclu'dnles 
to (lie Bill should be brouglit together into one single schedule anil coiiseipuaitial 
I liaugoB were made iu the relevant Clauses T and 1 j. The Bill, as amended, was 
passed. 

Mines Act Amend. Bill 

The House then jiasscd Bir Ramaswami MiLduliar''s Bill to amend the Indian 
Mines Act. 

Petroleum Act Amend. Bill 

The Commerce IMcmher’s Bill to amend the I’etroleum Act was taken up and 
had not been disposed ol when tlie House rose for the day. 

Motor Vehicles Act Amend. Bill 

6th. APRIL :~The Bud session of the Assembly concluded to-day. d'he 
House jiassod Sir .ua Mudaliar's /^eriroleum Rill and Sir Aiidrvw 

Clow's Bill to amend ihc Motor Vehicles Act, The House was then prorogued. 


21 



The Bengal Legislative Council 

LIST OF MEMBERS 


P/V.svVA'/// IfoN’jiLK Mil. iSATYKNDllA 
C'ir\Ni)iiA MrniA 

D^'putu Prcstdenl Mil. II AM IP UL JIlIQ 
( iiowPiiriiY 

Elected Members 

SiiiusH CnAYi)i'v \ Caiakiiavaiity 

J( \nai IvAL (losw \:mi 

Eai ]\1anmai’!i\ xNa'I'h Rose UAiiAPni 

]^\I f^ATISlI ('lIAiMUlA IMekjIAII.JI 

Raiiapi il 

R WMl'l' I’ \E (bloWl'llER V 
Rai SAIIII’. ,1 A'l'INDi: \ Moikn J^'icn 
I vAl Rl-.o.iJCMMlA i\l(>ilAN MaITUA 
]R\n \ Di li 

Raj Cl! VNDllA RaNEIMI'IE 

Rah \iM ii 

Rai S\ini’. Lmui r.Hi'SAN S^atiker 
I. \i,i 1’ C'n \Ni)]:,\ 1) \s 
.Al,lIM>.l Kll IN ])AnADEll SmiKH 
Aim ' AIA! AD .1 AX 

Khan Raiiadeu N a/m:oddin Ahmad 
„ „ I'AZAI. IlEEAlII 

,, „ Al’Ani I’ All A MAN 

llllMAYlTN IvEZA ( bl( >AV I' HUH Y 

Kinx Rahadue ^Mukheesuii Rahman 
,, ]\1ohammei> Asae Khan 

,, ,, Mohammad Ijihahim 

Aeuad.i Khan Raiiadeu Khwaja 
]',1'>H \M\IAD 1']sm All. 

Khan IRaiiadeh Kazi 7\r.DEu Rashid 
,, SAll! 15 Ai;dei. 11 amid CbKOVi'Timiy 
Rahadihi iM. Ai’.dttl Kahim 
?'!(• AZZIDIALI Clloi'DllERY {alias LaE 
Ml A) 

Kiioi;shi:d 7\i,am Choaamhiuiiy 
Khan JRahadee Syio) IMoiiammad 
( illAZlEE 11 E<,) 

Khan Raiiadeu R]:zzai,)lie Haider 

ClloWDIlUllY 

Ner Ahmed 


; H. C. A. Hunter 
; \X. F. ISEorT-lvERii 
\V. R. (J. Laideaay 
, Hr. Radha Kumed Mookiiek.iee 
! Khan Saihi; Sueidaei Moe1;A 
K AM INI Kemar Durr 
] MoH AMMJ'.D 1 loss AIN 
I AAn]EYADHv>NE RoY 
I Rai IJadhk'a Rhesan Roy Rahader 
H. (R (J. MaeKay 

J. R. Ross 

H. R. Roddar 

RaNKIM CllANDIlA HATTA 

NARr:sH Na'hi JMekiuaeii'.e 
IMaeeana IMeiiammad Akuam Khan 
1 Daehindea Naeayan Sanyae 
I 11 AM IDEE Hu(,> (blOAVDlIURY 
; IVIl'lSEAjlEDDIN AiEMED 
I Kadj.ri RaKSjt 
i S AIDES WAR SlN<iH ROY 
i JVarendra Is a ray an Roy 
i Hon. iAIr. Satyendra Cimndra 
i Mitra 

I Khan Rahadioi Saiyed Muazzamuddin 

I Hos AIN 

: NAR1']NDRA CbiVNDRA HATTA 
11 EM A YIN KaRIR 

R’a.ea Riiium.ndra ('handra Sjniia 
Rahader ok Nashieer 
Naayarzada Kamreddin Haidar 
E. C. ()i: MONO 

Khan Rahader iM. Sitamsezzoha 
Rai Rerun dr a Narayan Rinha 
Raieader 

Reoem Hamida Moahn 

K. H’Rozario 

Krishna Ch andra Roy Choavdhery, 

M.I5.E. 

Lata eat Hossain 
Hr. vXrarinda Rarea 
I)R. J. C'OHEN 


January Session—Calcutta—3rd January to 19tli January 1940 

The Renoae Money-eenders’ Riee 

The Reiij;al Le^i.shitivc ChAiincil commenced its January Ression in 
Calcutta oil tiie .‘Ird. January l',)40 after the K’mas recess and took up Ihe 
luiThcr considcratiou of the ReiiRal Money Lenders Rilh 1939. The House disposed 
of a lar^e number of amendments moAed by tlie opjiosition and the Coalition Rarty 
rclatin^^ to the Lx])Ianalory clause of the Rill, (clause Lh. Ameudmenis of the 
opjvjsition were all lost Avitliout any division while two or three amendments of 
minor importance moved by the (Malition Rarly w'crc accepted by the Hon’blo 
Niiwab //a.s.sani, Judicial Minister, ami passed. The consideration of 

a few amendments relatiuf^ to the definition of the Avoid ‘loan’ for the ])nrpose of 
the bill tabled by both sections of the House Avere postponed at the request of 
the Government. To-day’s discussion avus dull, Avhi<‘h was luactically confined 
between the mover of an amendment and the Hon’hle the Minister. J'he amend¬ 
ments relating to clause B of the bill which dealt with ‘notified bank’ for the 

I) uri»ose of this bill was also postimned. The House then adjourned till the 
next day, the 4th. January, when it jiassed as many as 11 clauses ((tlauses 4 lo 

II) Avith few amendments. Though large number of amendments stood in the 
name of different members belonging to cither section of the ilouse, only a few 
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wore raovod. There was no debate on any of them and the discus^-’on was confined 
between the Hon’ble Minister, Nav)ah Musharu/f Hos.^am and tiie m* ver of the 
amendments. A few amendments of the Coalition Party suggesting ch: nges in the 
draft of the clauses were accepted by the Jloii’blc Minister and were passed. Tliere 
were two divisions on amendments moved by the Congress party and on each 
occasion the Congress sustained defeat by a difference of about 20 votes. 

BotlNDAKlKH OF BENGAL 

5th. JANUATtY :—Non-olficial resolutious were discussed in the Council to-day. 
A resolution urging the (iovernment to move the authorities concerned for obtaining 
an or(ler-iu-c,omicil under the ])rovisions of Section 20U of the (Jovernment of Jiulia 
A'h for altering the boundaries of tlie province of Br.igal on (he basis of 

ling.nistic allinitii'S, and (he re-iinion of all Bengali-speaking areas in the ju-ovince of 
Bengal, was discussed. It had been moved by Mr. Kditnm Kuniar Datl and 
partly discussed before the Christmas recess. Intervening in (he debate, (ho ('hiff 
Ministrr said that, in Ids opinion, the real object in moving such a resolution wa.s 
not to secure administrative ellii-iciicy, but to get rid of the Muslim majoiily in 
Bengal. The resolution was lost without a division. 

Law & OuDEii IN Bengal 

An assurance that the Ministry were determined to maintain law and order in 
the province and that they would at once take steps if they found tliat Muslim 
masses were really going out of control, was next given by tlie (hief I\Iinis(cr, Mi-. 
A. K. FazLal Hiuj, in the course oi a debate on a non-ollicial resolution niovi'd by 
]\lr. Lalit ChanAlra Das (ttongiess), on the communal tension in Noakhali (listrid. 
]Mr. Das’s resolution urged the appointment of a eommitlee witli the ]>ower to !ak(^ 
evidence, to enquire into the causes of strained lelations between Hindus and 
Muslims in the district of Noakhali and to suggest renu'dics. 4'lie iTsolution was 
discussed on the 1‘ttli. Jatuiary, the lu'xt nnn-oili'dal day, wlicn the f^ingiess pai'ty 
strongly argued tiiat sutlicient materials had been ]>laeed before tlie Council to cause 
an iiKpiiry by the (loverunieiit and emiihasised that tiie h-aders of the Musliin 
community had been gi\on iinrest.rii-lod liberties as a result of wld'di 11 nidus of 
Noakhali, who were in hopeless minority, had Ixdii tcrroiised and weie Bidfciing 
inimcnsely in sileiu'e. 1 ii reply to tliesi' allerations against tlie piescmt (lor erinucui, 
of Bengal, the Uomc Minister and the eoalilioiiisls maiulnim’d (luit (he cliarges were 
baseless, malafide and Itad heeii made ineiely as a conntcr-lilast. to the charges made 
hy the lloii’hle the tdiiol Miuisler of Bengal, (Mr. A. K. Fa/.lul lluq) against the 
CongK'ss Co^ orumeuts. The resolution ^^hen put to vote was declared lost. No di\ i- 
sion was called for. This was followed hy the eonsideiation of (lie iiou-ulheial Bills. 

IhtNUiAJ. ]\{()NEV i.EXUEUS’ BjI.L (coXTU.) 

8Bi to nth. JANUARY : d'lie (douneil resuuKal discussion on the IMoncylendcis’ 
Bii! on the 8th. January and conlinned it, till tlie Ilth to decide if uH>ney-lending v;is 
a mere subsidiary fimciion of a bank or a primary one. The matter arose out of 
a iioiiit of order raised by a member of the Progressi\e I’arty on the 8(h ns to wIk iIut 
it was '■viihiu the eom\)ctcnec of a Provincial Legislature to legislate on banking 
which was federal snhicct. The hon. Nairab Musharafl //os.sa/a, JMinister in (diaige 
of the Bill, maintained that the provincial Icgislatme had every light to legislate 
on the regulation and control of money-lending in Bengal. AVhether the traiisnelion 
was between an individual and an individual, or between an inslitulion and mi 
institution, nioney-lending was merely a subsidiary function of a bank, and as sii, h 
it could be dealt with liy (ho JToviii<-ial IjOgislaturc. Dr. Jiadha Kumud Mookrfjce 
(Congress) argued that money-limding was tlie very life and breath of a bank, ami 
was an integral part of a bank’s function. Mr. C. E, Ormond of the Eiirojiean 
(liouji suggested that the CoYernment should refer the matter to His Excellency 
the Viceroy in older that he might obtain the opinion of the Pederal Court on the 
matter, d'he hon. Mr. 11. S. Duhrairunlij, Minister for Commerce and Labour, 
remarked that Mr. Ormond’s Biiggcstion might be “a way out,” but, he added, no 
such convention had been ereatetl. He did not think it would he wise to refer the 
matter to the Governor-General for the opinion of the Federal Court, i^peakiiig on 
the point of order, ]\lr. Kamiidlcumar iJntta, I.eadcr of the Opposition, said that 
while he admitted that it was one of the fiinctiims of a bank to lend money, he 
would like to ]!oint out that tlie Bill was intra vires of tlie Provincial Legislature. 
Dr. Uadha Kumud Mookharjec (Congress) remarked that money-lendings as such 
could be coiitiolled by a Provincial Legislature, provided lending of money was 
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piirfiiiccl not by corporationfl and banks, but by individuals in the course of thoir 
ordinary avocations. But if money-lending was carried on by corporations, then 
the suirjcct passed out of the jurisdiction of the J’rovincial Legislature into that of 
tlie Central. The r7'esidcnt, giving his ruling on tbcirth. January on the point of 
order that the Bill was ultra vires of the ]U'OvineiM' legislature, inasmuch as it 
sought to deal with the conduct of banking bnsi' by corporations which was 
an item in the exclusive Federal List, gave the b'^tK'fit of doubt in favour of the 
cf)ntention that the l)ill was intra vires of the provincial legislature and held that 
discussion of the clause in reference to which the point of order had been raised 
might ))c proceeded with. The point of order was raised by Mr. Indu Bhnshmi 
Bdi'kar (Brogressive) before the (diristmas recess in reference to ^Sub-clause 13 (d) 
(1) of Clause 2 of the Bill which includes within the ])urview of the Bill 
loans advanced by banking corporations other than scheduled and notified 
l)anks T'he ])oint of order was allowed to be discussed by the rresident for 
two days in which all sections of the House i^arthhjnitcd. The rresident gave 
the following ruling ;—‘‘1 have given most anxious consideration over this 
matter and considering all aspects of the question 1 have come to the conclusion 
that when 1 am not free from doubts in my mind, I am not in a jmsition to 
liold that the matter is outside the scope ot the ])ro\incial legislature. Unless 
in my mind it be indisputably clear that the provision of the Bill relating 
to banks is beyond the jurisdiction of the provincial legislature without any 
reasonable doubts, 1 shall not by my ruling deprive the Council of the 

opi)ortunity to discuss any clause on merits and arrive at its own decision. 
In the (urcumstances, 1 give tlie benefit of doubt in favour of the contention 
that the Bu))-chuise referred to in the point of order is intra vi?cs of the 

provincial legislature. The discussion of the chuise referred to in the point of 
order may accordingly be proceeded with.’^ On the 17tli‘ January, the rresident 
disposed of another point of order raised in connection with the consideration of the 
Bill. The ])oint of order was that since promissory notes were specially mentioned 
in the exclusive Federal List the matter was beyond the jurisdiction of the Frovincial 
legislature. The opjmsition eontended that money-lending and negotiability Avme 
the two most important functions of a promissory note which were atlected by 
some of the ])rovisions of this Bill. It was argued on behalf of tlie Govei'ninent 
that ]n-omissory notes did not necessarily deal with money-lending. In giving 
his ruling, the President ])ointcd out that it was evident that a lu’omissory note 
need not necessarily he based on money-lending as the consideration of such a 

sum need not, be a loan. The bill in its present form might hamper to a certain 

I'xtent, the negotiability of such a note hut it did not ]U'oliihit its negotiability. 
Till' Ihesiilent held that the provisions of the Bill on which the ])oint of ordi-r 
liad been raiseil were not ultra vires of the provincial legislature. 'Ihe Council 
then adjourned till the next day, the 19th. January when the Bill, as settled, was 
l)assed. The Bill was ]>iloted by the Hon. Mr. H. S. thihraivardy in the Assembly last 
year and the Hon. Nawah Musharuff Ilnssain carried it through in the Council. 
Tlic Bill ])rincipally aimed at to give relief to the i)oor agriculturists who lind 
been opiuessed and siijipresRed on account of heavy interests charged by tlie 
mahajans of the province. By this bill, the maximum rates of interest to be 
cliarged for loans other than commercial loan, debentures, and money advanced 
by the co- 0 ])crat,ive societies, and Banking organisations had been fixed at 10 
and 8 ]ier cent respectively for the unsecured and secured loans. The other 
irniiortant ])rovision made in this bill was to provide for easy instalments to rc]>ay 
the loans. While giving their support to the measure so far as the general principle 
underlying the Bill was concerned, the Congress Party criticised the ministry 
for having given the retrospective effect of the Act, for excluding debentures, and 
for making ‘iinidious’ distinction between banks and other societies etc. The 
Ck^ijgresB I’arty further by way of amendments wanted to reduce the maximum 
rate of interests. The above provisions, they feared, might affect the credit system 
of the province. The Government and their Bupporters, on the other hand, 
maintained that they had tried their level best to make the measure up to the 
line as far as possible and denied that the Bill would affect the credit system 
ot the province in any way. 

Budget Session—Calcutta—16th. February to 2nd. April 1940 

General Discussion of the Budget 

The Budget session of the Bengal Ijegislative Council commenced on the 
17tli. February 1940 when the Hou’ble Mr. H, S, Suhrawardy, Finance Minister, 
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presented the Budget estimates for the year 1940-41 whereafter the IToiise adjonined 
till the 2l6t. February when the p,eneral disenssion of the Bud^;et took ]>]iiee. 'ihc 
de])ato was initiated by Khan Bahadur Sayrd Muzzciuuddtn IJosi^ain of tlie 
{•oalition paity. The Khan Baluuliir said that the budget as ])rescnted did not difi(d()He 
initiation of any ainl)itioiis scheme as admitted by tlie Eii .oiee Minister himself 
and then he aseiiln'd it as due to financial strij^eney and in view of the war condi¬ 
tion in Europe. Mr. .7. B. lioss, while cojiJi:ratiilalini; the Einance Minister for ilie 
very able way in wlu(di he had formulated the bud^iet estimates for the current 
year, Bnp:p';cst('d that the (Jo\einmcnt shonld make an:ineemeii t for suita'ole 
]iro})apoinda to cnlipht(ni the rural poi)ulation about tluir ti'anchise rip^hts. 
Mr. Rddfiit Kintiud MnlBio'ijer (Congress) remarked that the real doe; in the wljcd 
of Bengal’s in’o^iress was the ho])eIessly inadequate allotment of noeiuie to this 
pi'ovince by the Centre. As a result of ext.remely unjust financial adjustment 
a.eainst Bengal, the p-rovince was having; deficit budgets since IhL’l, T.y this pioccss, 
siie had sufrered a h\ss of teti eioies of ru]>eeH ;ind this money had to be found 
by means of additional taxation. Natiiially, \Mth smdi inadequate lesouices, 
deterioration was bound to occur in every department of the nation’s acti\iti(s. 
Mr. Mukherjee pointed out how Bengal showed badly in the matter of ex] eiidituie 
on education, health, medical and other nation-buildui^ departments in comparison 
with Bombay and Madras. This, in s])ile of the fact that Benpal was the riclu'sl, 
of all the provinces with a total pross revenue of dS croies of riii ees. lie supeested 
that every i>artY in Benpal, irresi)ective of their polili(‘al cieed, should Htii\c 
unitedly to ontain fron) the Central Government full financial justice to the 
province. Mr. Uinhayini Kalnr (Kiishak-Braja) remarked that the iuidpet AAas 
not only extremely conservative but was reactionary. 9 lie Einance iMinistei- liad 
not only not conserved the I'ropiess already made in some of the nation-))uildinp 
departments but, had in some instances actually pone back. It had been said that 
slump always followed in the wake of war. 9'luit mipht he true. At the ]>]es( nt 
moment, however, Benpal was in a fortunate jiosition financially on account of 
war. There was no reason why, antieij^atinp a future slump, tlu^y must curtail 
tlieir expenditure on natior»-))uildinp denartments. It was pcimissihle to aipuc 
that to-day they mipht be sufleriiip from a(l\eisity but they mipht have prospeiily 
in the future and in view of that they should liaNe increased ex])enditme in the 
nation-bnildinp- deiairtments, Ni'xt day, the 22iid. February, JNIr. E,!iijit I'al 
('h'judhury ((Vmpia'ss) also eomlemned the ])roposal for fm'tlier taxation, wlii(di, 
he said, was ‘diK'quitahlc, unjust and eriiel”. He was nc4, opposed to furtlu'r 
taxation on prim ipliq but his ]>oiut was that the money dcii\ed irom this sonri c 
should he spent for the benefit of the ]) 00 ple. Mr. Ah.-r/cr JUih^di (('oalilion) was 
Burpiised that, the Einance JMinister hail presented a deheit Budpei in sjdte of (he 
fact tliat, th(! ])resent, economic outlook was biiphtcr than had laam the ease at 
ai.y time durinp the last 10 years. Examiiiiup (lie Ihidpet proposc.ls, lie said lliat, 
the provision made for education, ]'articulaily ]>rimary education, was most 
inadequate. Keferiinp to the irripation budpet, on behalf of tlu' inhabilauts of 
Korth Bcupal, he exiiressed platitude to the I\Iiinster for tlie ]'ro\isioii made for 
irripation in North Beupnl. Mr. Kurnini Kumar iJutt, Leader of tlie Conpre.^s 
Op]>os'.tion, said that the Budpet lacked a well-itlaiincd scheme for the development 
of the ]uovinee. In preiiaiiup a budpet the IMinistiy slionld licar in mind that 
tlieir ])rimaiy duty was to the jirovinee. If this were done, a budpet ivould not 
liear the impress of individual or party iidlucnee as was the ease vilh Hie ]>rcscnt 
Budpet. The real lest of a budpet was whether it luovided ways and means for 
the jicople to have more money. But in the present instance it was nothiiip but 
a eatalopue of doles and praiits made here and tlieie and a list of administrative 
cx])enditnre. He also criticized the proimsal for further taxation without fonn- 
nlatinp a well-planned scheme as to how the money that the ])roposcd 
taxes would yield was poinp to be sp<ent. Bai Bahadur S, N. JSti/I/a, 
also repretted that the Ministry iiroposed to levy further taxes when 
the taxation measures ])asscd by the Lcpislature last year had already eauscil 
diseonteiit in the province. He said that if the sources of revenue already ta]>pe(l 
were further exiilored and some economy efleeted, not only would the deficit he 
willed out but also some additional money found to make larper provisions for 
tlie nation-building departments. The discussion continued till the 27th. February 
wdien, rejilying to the debate, the Finaiicc Minister informed the House that the 
sum of Its, 25,(XJO provided in last year’s budget for the Yisvahharati had been 
released by the Fdnanee Department for nayment. He also told the llouse that 
another sum of lls. 25,000 had been allotted in the current year’s budget for 
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the same institution. The Finance Minister assured the House that the Government 
would not come forward with any ])roposal for fresh taxation unless they had 
comprehensive schemes ready in hand, and that the money available from the 
imposition of such taxation would be Bi)cnt only on nation-building departments. 

Non-OFFICIAL Bills 

2.1rd. FEBRUARY ;—A number of non-otliicial Bills was disposed of to-day, 
The more important of them wTic the Batni d'aluks Kegulation (Amendment) 
Bill, the Abolition of Dowry Bill and the Local l^elf Government (Amendment) 
Bill, d'he tirst named Bill which was introduced by Khan Bahadur Jiczzaqul 
Haidar Chowdhury sought to remove some of the dillicultics ex])erienced by patnidars 
by ]>roviding ‘^sure mode of registering transferee’s name in the shertsfa of the 
zemindar on paymc'iit of transfer fee at the time of registration of the transfer”. 
The Bill was iiassed. 

The Abolition of Dowry Bill, for wdiich Bai Bahadur Surcadra Narayan 
SinJui was resjionsible, aimed at ]>iitting a sto]) to “the practice of giving and 
taking dowry as a consideration for marriage, a system ^^idcly ])revalent in Bengal”. 
'J'hc ilai Bahadur (who had introduced the Jhll in August IIKIH) sought to move 
for the consideration of the Bill without referenc.e to a select committee. Nanuih 
Musharraf liossain. Minister, while expressing symiiathy with the ])rinciples uiuhu-- 
lying the Bill, suggested referem-e of the Bill to a select commitJee to consider 
the measure in its various as)>ect8. In view of the opinions expressed, the President 
was ndiictant to susiiend the rules and the Bill remained at its original stage. 

d'he Bengal Local Sell-(government (Amendment) Bill introduced bv Mr. 
Himiayun Kalnr sought the abolition of nominated seats in local bodies and the 
introduction of adult fiancliise so far as election to those bodic'S w'ere concerned. 
It also jiroposcd to debar chairmen of municipalities and district boards from 
standing lor election to i)rovincial legislatures. On a motion by the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca the Bill was circulated for eliciting public opinion. The (Joiincil then 
adjourned. 

The Bj'.ngal BYnance A^ienh. Bn l 1910 

2f!lh. FEBRUARY ;—d'he cpiestion as to whether the dignity and ]uestige of the 
House were atlccled by the Goveinimait coming forward with an amending Bill 
to modify the decision of the Council arrived at a few months ])efore, was discussed 
in connexion with the motion ol Hon. Mr. //. S. Snhran'ctrdy that the Bengal lOnance 
Amendment, Bill, be taken into corisideration. By this amending Bill the 

(ioveriiim'ut proi>()sed that they should be given powers to frame rules to exem]>t 
jieison or class of persons from the operation of the Bengal Finance Act, 19;>9, 
without the approval of the legislature. Originally the Bengal Finance Act con¬ 
tained piovision giving powers to the (.lovernment to frame rules without a]>])roval 
of the legislature but subsequently the Council amended the clause to the etlect 
that the rules fiamed )>y the (.loverument for cxemi)ting persons or class of ])ersons 
from the operation of the Act must have the ai>proval of the legislature, and the 
modification made by the House as accepted by the Assembly. Now the Govern¬ 
ment waiiB'd to restore the original jiroiision of the Act and the Assembly had 
])assed the amenduH'Ut. When the Bill came u]) for discussion to-day, the mem¬ 
bers look strong exception to the ])roposcd amendment which they characterised as the 
culmination of a series of outrages that were Ixang jierfected by the pix'sent 
Government uiion thi; dignity and lilierties of the U])])er House. In the interest of 
(lemociacy the Government should ask the appi’oval of the legislature in framing 
the rules. The Government had not given even a trial of the decision of the legis¬ 
lature and yet had come torward for a revision of their decision without any reason 
whatsoever. Jlere was the instance wherehy the executives wanted to pit themselves 
against the legislatun s, the members opined. ''I'he most noticeable feature was 
tliat though Khan Bahadur Abdul Karim throughout his speech ojqiosed the motion 
he voted lor tlie motion, which was ultimately carried hy 21 to 19. 

KeLEASEOF BOLITIGAJi BltlSONERS 

1st. MARCH A demand for the immediate and unconditional rclcaBc of all 
the iKilitical jiiisoners now in jail, was made in a resolution moved on behalf of 
the (,’ongress Baity by Mr. Lalit Chaiidra Das to-day. I'he resolution w’as nega¬ 
tived by the House witliout a division. Jn moving the resolution, Mr. Das apfdied 
to the Government to revise its ]>oUey with regard to the question of release of 
]iolitical prisoners and leiilacc the one they were pursuing now by a policy of 
general amnesty to all political prisoners. Dr, Radha Kumud Mukherji (Congress), 
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Biipporting the resolution, a]>pcaled to the Oovernment to release the remaininp; 
political inisoncrs on the ground of hi;i,her statcsmansliip. Opposing: the resolution, 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin, Home Miiusler, pointed out that the government had a 
d(dinito policy laid down and approved of by the lc.i;islature in rej^ard to the reh'ase 
of j)olit,ieal ])risoners. And aecordioG; to that policy, the Go; ernu'cnt had taken 
action BO far. Out of the 87 ])olitical priBoncrs now in jail, he said, there wore do 
who could }i,ct out immediately provided they accepteil conditional release. The 
Minister complained that of the releascal prisoners about 40 to ot) per cent, instead 
of settlin;^ down, were jAoiu^:; out to the c,ountryside and takiue, part in activities, 
Avhich, however, he must say. were not Ooni;ress activitii'S. A war was on ami 
there was si>e(‘ial emerjj,ency and in such circumstances they had no alternative 
but to op]X)se the resolution. The Home Minister did not t'liuk that opinion e\- 
])ressed by a handful of ]>erHons gathered in jiaiks and rcsolatioiiH ]>ass('d by them 
constituteil public opinion. If that was so, remark(Hl the Home Minister, then 
Gandhiji would have been the most hatial man in Ken>;al to-day, be'-anse all abon;; 
his journey from tJoalnndo to Seahlah he had been shown lilack-tlaes at stations 
by a handful of youths ami students. That was not ])ul)lic o])inion. ihiblic, opinion 
in the matter of the Government’s jiolicy with re;j,ard to the release of ])oli(i'-al 
lu-isoners had been declared throu”h its reiiresentatives in the Assembly. The 
Council then adjourned till March 11. 

llENGAii Tenancy IIrd. Amend. IUll 

11th. MARCH : —dlie Council held a brief silting to-day when on a motion 
of IMr. E. C. On/iond it referred the l>eny,al Tenancy (Tiiird Amendment) Hill, 

as passed by the Assembly, to a Select Committee with instruGions to submit 
their rei>ort by IViarch LT, lOlO. lly this amending: Hill it w'as ])ropos(;d inter alia 
to provide that the only stej) that should be taken in execution of a rent, decree Avas 
to 1)1 inp: the entire tenure or lioldin^ to sale. In order to ])re\'ent collusion at sales 
it was also proiioscd to provide that if the purchaser bids less than the amount due 
under the decree or certiticatc the properly should i)ass to him subject to a liability 
to j>ay the ditl’erence. The Hill Avas introduced by tiir Bijou Pntsad Sinnh lioi/. 
While exprcBsinp, sympathy with the object of the Hill, the members discussed the 
question as to Avliether the Hill should lie referred to the ISclect Committee or for 
])ublic opinion. 

Tjie Bengal Finance Amend. Bill JOIO (Contd.) 

i:Uh. MARCH The Council passed to-day, Avithout a division, the Bcnyal 
Finance Hill, HMO, which cmjiowered the Government to levy an unj^raduated ta\ of 
Bs. dll ])or head jier annum on all professions, tiades, callings and cm]»loyment8, 
the tax beinp, payable by those avIio are assessable to income-tax. The Hill, Avhich 
had already been passed by the Assembly, also emi)OAvered the Government to pres- 
(libc rules for exemption or remission of the tax, Avhich Avas bein^ imposed by the 
Government for the second year. The Finance Minister, Mr. IJ. Snhraivard]/, 
assured the House that, before in-escribin'^ the rules, the Government Avould publish 
a draft thereof in the Gazette, in order to j^ivc the public and members of the 
Le.eislalurc an ojAportunity to discuss the matter. Tiie h'inance Minister added 
that the Government ])roposed to t;ivc relief to persons Avho had been wrooj^Iy 
assessed to income-tax, to jicrsons who earned liarely an iiu'ome assessable to 
income-tax and to those who were temporarily iiosted in Bengal for Avar purposes. 

Non-Official Bills 

15th. MARCH ;—Several non-ollicial Bills Avere dealt Avith to-day. Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hnsaiti introduced four Bills, namely, the Bengal Land Re¬ 
venue Sales Amending Bill, the Bengal Water Hyacinth Amending Hill, the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 10:18, and the Bengal Ihnergency Jtent 
Ilemission Bill, 19:38. TJic first tAAm Averc referred to Select Commitlecs and Hie 
third circulated on the 29th. March. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill 1910, sponsored by Mr, Kader 
Balcsh was, on the motion of Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, circulated for the purpoBc of 
eliciting oninion on it by May 31. 

On tiie motion of Rai Surendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur the Abolition of 
Dowry Bill, 1938, which stood in his name, was referred to a Select Committee with 
instructions to report by March 25, 1940. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, which was brought forward by 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain was, on the motion of Sir Bejoy 
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Pvnmd Si/igh Roy, Rcvonue Minister, eireulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
on it by Dc;‘Cniber .'31, 3011). The Council then adjourned. 

Bencat> Jute IvEcjulatfon Bill 3910 

10th. to 27th. MARCH : —The consideration of the Bengal Jiite Kegnlation Bill, 3010, 
ns ]>nssr(l ))y tlie Asscml)ly, was th(^ only item of business on the 30th. There were no 
less than L'.Vs aniciulmenls of which .b:3 were disposed of. Of these four were lost, an 
equal niinibor were withdrawn, and the rest were not moved. Mr Tamiziiddui Khan. 
Tvliiiister, in moN'ing that the Bill ))e considered, gave a sliort history of the measure 
and the main ])robh‘mH confronting tlie jute irnlnstry. The Bdl, he added, was 
extremely urgent and if there was any delay in ]>assing it-, it would be very diOicult 
lor tlovernment to j»rei)are a record of the existing jute on the land, hinder tl’.c 
cir<-uinstanc(‘.s he rcques1('d memla'rs who had tabled amendments, not to ])ress them 
unless thev invoB'cd any chango' in the ]>rin ‘ij)lc of the Bill. Further, because llieie 
x^as no I'l-ovisiMii in the Bill it must, not bo surmised that Government hail not 
go! till' idea of fixing a iiiice for jute. JMr. Lo!it (dKtndra l)at< inoNod that the 
Bill be referred to a Sel-'cl. Committee witli instructions to rc])ort by April dO, 3010, 
'3'lu' Mnn:id’r s:ud tiiere uas an imitression abroad that, during the War, cultivators 
m;cht glow as much jute as they liked. But as a matter of lact,, desi>ite the huge 
oub'rs for standbaes, the total consumption of loose jute tor War ])urposes u;>-to- 
da!(‘ w.is not,\(':y miicli. This Jlill was an emergency measure, and iiidess something 
was done very quickly the situation might become very serious, lie assured the 
] louse that unless the co-o'peiation of the othi'r jute growing provinces was secured, 
Bc;i_ud would not, be able to enlorce the I’egulation of jute. j\Ir. Lohl (didiidra Das 
V, it bdrew liis mo'ion on the T'dinister’s assurance. Alter disiiosing of a large number 
of amendments on this day and on 1,he next day, the House adjourned till the 
27th. March when the Bill was passed without any sulistantial change. 

OrruTAL BiLi.y Djsctissei) 

2Stli. MARCH : -A number of (Jovernment Bills wore disposed of to-day. The 
Bengal Non-Agnciiltural OVnancy (remporary Frovision) 13ill 1 ' 10 ])ioIated by the 
lion Sir IDjoi/ D/asad Dnn/h Raj. The .Administrator Generars {Bengal Amendment) 
Bill lOl'i, :ind the Oliidal 'trustees (Bengal Ainemlment) Bill, piolated by tlic Hon. 
Naa'jh Mashaniff Hussain, w’cre passed by tlie (Council. 

Bi'.Ni; vtAI'en \N('Y dun. A:Mr:Nr>. Bili. ((’ontd.) 

Add another suiqu'ise wuis sprung by the House when the Bengal 
db’uancy ('riiird Amendment,) Bill, Ib.lO, was being disi-ussed. The Bill was 
pi(*l,ited by the Hon. Sir Bjj.uj Prasad Sni(/!i Roy. riie Hon, President 
(.\lr. (S. Mitpr) held that some of the amendments tallied to the Bill 

contravened the pro^■ision of seetion d’J'J elausc (_') ol the Go\'eriimcnt of India 
Act, An amendment moved by the coalition ])aity was heing discussed 

wlu'n Mr. Id. (b A. IJuut.r of the ]']nroi)ean Party said that they generally 
agreed with the underlying ])rineii»le of the Bill hut they liad serious objeetion 
Ti'garding one or two elanses of the Bill whieh were clearly of expropriatory 
elia'-aeteix He added that, unless suitable amendments wmre agreed to by the Hon. 
IMinister his iiarty wuiuld most roliietantly opiiose the Bill during its litial stage. 
i\lr. K. (\ Onuond ]u)intcd out that the elleid of tlie amendment would result in 
exlinguishing or modifying of some of tlie existing rights in land and as such it 
eould not, lie considered in tlie House until previous eonseiit of the Governor was 
ob'aiiied. Tlie Chair agreed to the contention of Mr. Ormond and lield that 
luevious sanction was necessary to liave the amendment discussed. Bir Bijoy Prasad 
Siujh Ptoy I'rojioscd that the coiisideralion of the Bill be posLjioned for necessary 
sanction. The House then adjoin nod till the 2iul. April when it met twdcc 
to conclude consideration of llie P>ill. During the afternoon session the 
IMinislerialist Jbirty suHcred a defeat when an amendment sponsored by the ])arty 
W’as rejected by tlie House by 30 votes to IS. Tlic J'airopean group, wliich to a 
great extent liolds tlie lialance in the House, joind the Congress and Ihogrcssive 
])arlies in voting against the amendment. Biiice certain modiheations had been 
made in tlie Bill in tliis House, it was to bo sent back for consideration to the 
Lower House, which had alreay passed tt. The council was prorogued after 
it had passed the Bill. 
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The Budget Session—Calculta~l5th. February to Sth. April 1940 

Financial Statement for 1910—11 

The Budj^et BrssioM of the Bengal IjORislativc ABRcml'ly roiRmcnccd in 
CauTitta on the 15th. February 1940 when tlie J Ion. Mr. H. A. Snhraward 
prcBentcd tlie lOnaiifial Statement for the year 1910-11. 9'lie estiniiit(!s for tJie 
eomin^ year were based on the existiiif^ level of taxation. 4'he I'inamc Minisler 
explained that he liad not had lime einec he assumed charge of the lOnanee 
])ortfolio in Dc(*em))er to a])])iaiHe the situation sulliciently to siiL'^est concrete 
rcniedicB. He was now cn^aeed, however, in a sur\ey of iiossihh', Bourtes of 
new revenue and anticipated that before the end of the eomin^ year he would 
plaee before the House proposals for new taxation. 

“4he immediate etleets oi the war’’, said Mr. Suhrawardy, ‘‘have been for 
the most part beneficial to the economy of the })ro\ince, but it v\ould })e danyerous 
to enlarge our commilmenis on the basis of that ]»ros))eHty against the slump 
which all i)revious experience supRcsts must inevitably follow. Further, we 
must be ready ami i)repared to taUc our due sliaie in tlie but den of the war, 
should events move nearer home and involve ns more directly and closely. Jow 
this reason the Departments had not taken up auy new lonp,-ranpe schemt's 
likely to invohe the finances of the province in recun idr ’ exi endituro of 
considerable inapiiitudo. In my oi>inion, it would be fatal to the tinaiiees of the 
])rovim*e, if, deceived by au arliticial i)rosperity due to war conditions, we 
perndtted oursches to undeitake new eominitmenis that v\e eaiiiiot hope to he 
able maintain.” Dealiujy first with the year JblkS-db, the Finance Minister 
said that the deficit of 91.77 lakbs shown in the revised estimates had not 
materialised and the year liad endeil with an almost exact balance on revenue 
aec.nunt. Mr. biihrawardy then turned to the cm rout year, the revised estimates for 
which show the immediate inllueiiecs of the outbreak of tlie war. He revealed 
that the revenue receipts arc exi>eetod to he 9.4 lakhs more, and expenditure 
on revenue account 48 lakhs less, than was anticipated in the luevious budget. 
The Finance IMinister recalled that his predecessor, in pH'scnling last year’s 
budget, announced that it was based on the assumption that war would not 
break out. The falsification of this hypothesis had naturally uiiset the estimates. 
The former Minister had also assumed that a loan of one croie would he luiscd 
in order to cover tlic delicit ; in view of the uncertainty of woild condit oiis, 
however, the Government had decided that it would be inadvisable to resort 
to a loan. As a result, treasury bills aggregating loO lakhs had been or would 
he issued during the eunent year : of this amount 9U lakhs would, according 
to present ex})cctationB, bo repaid before the close of the year, and it was 
hoped to repay the balance of bU lakhs in the course of the coming year. iir. 
Suhrawardy went on to relate the effects of the war. The stoiypage of exports 
to Germany, Boland and Czecho-Slovakia has caused an ap})reciablo decline in 
receipts from the jute duty, and so far, the increased olFtakc of the Allies in 
the form of sand-bags ami hessians has not been suliicient to comi)en8ate in 
full the decrease in exjiorts to Central and Northern European countries. 
Greater activity in the Bharc Market and better trading results have led to an 
improvement under receipts from non-judicial stamps. As a result of the improve- 
jneut in railway earnings, a larger contribution under income-tax is expected. 
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Finally, some improxcnif^nt in land revenue collection is anticipated as a result 
of the rise in ])ii(‘cs ot iiciiltnial ])rodnce. 

'File revised csiiinaieB delimit the increases expected under the above heads 
as follows : 

Soui'ce Increase 

fneometax 21 lakhs 

Land revenue 7 ,, 

Stain i)b 8 „ 

decrease in the jnte duty is expected to be 30 lakhs. As against 


the 


The _ .. ... 

increases in revenue, the war has necessilated certain oxlTaordinary charfAcs, the 
most iin])orlant ot whudi were on ai-count of air raid prc'caiitions, control of 
prii'CH, and the einoloyinent ot extra polii'c to j;nard protected areas. The bulk 
of these charijes, the Mnns'er added, will eventually be recovered from the 
Government of India. Tlie war had also e.aused the abandonment or postiioncment 
of certain items of expenditure, sindi as cnriailnient of leave to Indians, iion- 
ntihsation of stale s. holaisld)>s in Einoi*ean countries, and the ])Osti)oncmcnt of 
some eivil work in ^ievv ol the general rise in the ]>rice of materials. 

Turning; to the cominj^ yieir, the Finance Mtnishn- said that, on the assumjition 
tliat the existing le\el of taxation Avill be maintained and no new sources of 
revenue will be taiijicd diirin.e the year, revenue receipts have been ]daecd at 13 
erores h7 lakhs, as compared with the 14 crores :> lakhs of the revised estimates 
for the current year. 'I'hc decrease of (i lakhs is due mainly to falls under extra¬ 
ordinary rccci]*(s and land revenue, with compensatory increases under jute duty, 
income-tax and other taxes and civil work, the latter increase bein^ due to lar}j;er 
transfers from the Itoad Development Fund in order to linance a more extensive 
pro<i,ramme of load develoi»ment. The expected increase from the jute duty is bsised 
on holies of improved shijipin^ facilities causing- an imiu'ovement in exi>orts. The 
estimated expenditure on Ih'venue account is juit at 11 croies o t lakhs, which is 37 
laklis higher than the revised estimates. The main increases are intended for civil 
works—which in view of the stiaitened financial circumstances will be eonfincd to 
those which cannot be ]iosti>oned without serious administrative inconvenience-— 
Ihdilic Health—which includes 7A lakhs lor rural water supjdy, and 5 lakhs for free 
distribution of (piinine—irripatiou, and debt conciliation. 

In conclusion, Mr, Sulnawardy said, “Our exiienditure has now reached a 
point at which wc are livinp, a liitle beyond our means, and ])endinp; a detailed 
survey of the ]»ossil)le new sources of revenue, there is no altianative but to mark 
time. We ha\e Ix'en fortunate that we liavc not had to cm tail tlie many beneficent 
activities that we liaxe uudcitak^'ii since wc assumed olliee. But I am sure the 
House will aj^rec with me that, tins is not. enoup,h. 4Ye must expand and ex]^and 
propressivcly’7 Mr. 8nhrawardy added that they must seize the opportunity in 
Bengal to develop resources and bmld up reserves aeainst ‘4he defiression that 
we all fear will follow ; we must aim at bein*; in a ])Osilion to li^bten the severity 
of the inevitable slump by undertaking, larpe scale schemes of ei\il works, irip,ation 
and drainage. 


The BF,N(iAL Ft n.ante Amekd. Bjee 

The Benpal Finance (Amendment) Bill, DIO, inliodneed next by the hon. Mr. 
//. S. Suh/(ura? Finance IMinisIcr, was passed. The Opiiosition o^iposed the 
second readinji; of the Bill and tiic I'inaiice Ministei’s motion to take the Bill into 
consideration was ]aissed by Oh to .17 \otes. 3he Bengal linanee Act of 1939 pro¬ 
vided for the levy of an nn^iadnati’d lax of fls. 3U ] er head ])cr annum on all 
trades, ealliiies, picifessions and rmploAmenls, those who were assessable to income- 

tax beinj^ liable to ])ay tlie tax. 'ilie Act empovveied tlie Government to make rules 

providing- for the excnii»lion or remission of the lax, subject to the approval of tlie 
rrovineial Legistatiiie. 9he Amending Finance Bill which was passed by the 
House to-day emiowcrs tlie (io\eiiiment to make rules ])rovidinp; for 

exemption or remission of the tax without relcrcnee to the Legislature. 

Ex'i'KiiNMEN'r Order—Adj. Motion 

16th. FEBRUARY '.—The ("ongress l^aity’s adjournment motion to discuss the 
order served by tlie Bengal Government on February 11, under the Lcfencc of 
India Buies on eleven Kisaii and Lahoiir leaders, exleruing them from Calcutta and 
Hubuibs was iejected lo-night by B''2 to "iG voles. 9he debate lasted nearly two 
hoiiis. In winding up the deliate on belialf of the 0 ]>l) 08 ition, Mr. Sarat (Jhandra 
Bate held out a thieat that unlesB the Defence of India Act and the rules made 
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thereunder were made a dead letter, he and other members of the Party would f>:o 
out of the Assembly to disobey this Act and rules made thereunder, with a view 
to makiiif^ it a dead letter. Month after month, day after day, protests had been 
made against this and tlie rules made thereuruha*. but no lieed a])i)cared to have been 
paid to these ])rotestH l)y the (lovernment. Mr. Bose wai’ued the Go’.ernment that 
unless they retraced their Bte])S he and other members would consider tne jails ]>laces 
of i)ilgrimage in order to make the Act and the rules a dead letter, lie lioped that 
in this, tliey would have the supjtort of other ])arlies comiiosirjg tlie t)f)]'Osition in 
this House, and also ]iarties outside which did not owe allegiance to or hold views 
similar to that of the Congress. Ri'plyiug to the debate on behalf of the ( lovern- 
ment, Sir Na-'irfiuddrn, Home Ministei-, said lliat every one of the Congress 
Governments when they were in power had utilised the ruh^s made under the 
Defence of India Ordinances. Proceeding, tlie Minister referred to the ()])position’8 
contention that the ordms had been served on these })e]sons with a view to stitling 
tlie Labour movement and turning out ]ieoplc who were connected with organising 
labour in connection with the forthcoming Calcutta Corporation elections, and 
characterised this argunnmt as ‘ childish’’. Several of the speakers, on behalf of the 
Opposition, the Home Minister continued, liad not mentioned the activities of 
persons who had been j)ubliBhing unauthorised leaflets and ))lacarding walls of 
educational institutions and other places witli anti-war ])osferB and of f)COi)le who 
were continuouBly moving about trying to foment trouble and create disturbances, 
it couid not be denied, the Home Minister proceeded, that, hundreds and thousands 
of such IcaHels were Ix'ing distributed, not only in mill areas and in the. city of 
Calcutta, but also in certain rural areas. It was the deliberate aim of members of 
the Communist Party to create disturbance, and disaffection in the country with 
the ultimate aim of bringing about a mass revolution. There were persons before 
the outbreak of the war and there were persons also now, who professed eommu- 
nistic ideals, 4’he Minister then ])roceeded to read extracts from a IcaHct circulated 
surreptitiously in the name of (\mimnnists in November, 19;id, in which it was de¬ 
clared that tliey should carry on anti-war propaganda and hold demonstrations with 
a view to utilising the situation created by the outbreak of the war, for the fulfilment 
of their objective. 'Jlie House then adjourned till the LTst. 

Gkneual Discussion of Budget 

21st. FEBRUARY :—A sidistantial reduction in the coat of the general adminis¬ 
tration was urgi'd by Mr. Saraf. Chan.ira Bos^c, initiating the general discussion 
on the Budget for 194U-41 to-day. Mr. Bose regretted that the grant of Rs. 2b UUU 
which was ]>rovided in the last year’s biidgi't fur Viswabharali at f^anli- 
niketan, had not been continued in the coming yeai’s budget, and requcstcil the 
h'uiauc^ Minister to provide money for the institution in the coming year’s budget 
as the ViHwabliarati did not. according to Mr. Bose, belong to Benjjal or India, 
but v’as ‘ui institution belonging to the world. Referring to the Finance Minister’s 
liiut at new taxation proj^osals, Mr. Bose remarked that if the proposals were 
brought forwad for the pur]iose of meeting the deficit the ()j>])ositiou was not 
])ieparcd to BU])])oit the same. Speaking on behalf of the European groii]), Mr. 
W. A. \V congratulated the Finance Minister on his budget S]»eech. Referring 
to the question of jute and jute resirietion Mr. Walker remarked that the Govern¬ 
ment had been overhasty in their decision regarding this year’s jute ero]). He 
added that the Government had not considered the possible eonsequcnces of rcstri- 
etion this year and the grave danger to the province which might arise through 
prices being forced up to an economic level. 

Criticism of Ordee on Newstapeu 

22nd. FEBRUARY The Government order under the Defence of India Rules 
directing the editor of the Hindusihan Standard, a Calcutta newspaiier, to submit 
to the Special Press Adviser for scrutiny all editorial articles intended for pulilica- 
tion in that paper for a period of three months, formed the subject of an adjourn¬ 
ment motion. The motion, which gave rise to a heated debate, was rejected 
without a division. 3’hc iMiropean members did not take part in the discussion. 
The Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, described the order as 
“a flagrant abuse’* of the ])Owers given under the Defence of India Act and the 
Rules framed under those powers. He said tliat il their appeal to the Government 
for withdrawal of the order went in vain, thev would not only raise a storm of 
Diotest in this city and jaovince but would also take every step to render the 
DusinesB of the House impossible. The Premier, Mr. A. K, Fazlul Huq emphati- 
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cally denied the Fiipf^estion made by certain Opposition speakers that the order 
represented an attempt to muzzle tin; iialionalist J’ress. He said that Uiis ])articnlar 
journal had l)Gcn {guilty of consistently flouting the authorities and violating all 
rules and laws necessary for tlic ])rcservation of ])eace and tranquillity during the 
lime of war. A recent article jiublished by the pa])cr had given rise to a crisis 
which left no alternative to the Government but to i)asH the order. 

General Discussion of Budget (Contd.) 

23rd. & 24th. FEBRUARY Initiating the discussion of the Budget, to-day, Mr. 
Shanisuddni AluiK'd field the Government resiionsible for not having any definite 
constructive scheme for the betterment of the province. So far as the cost of 
administration was concerned, if the Government had any ideology and if they 
had any real desire to do good to the province as a Avbolc he could assure the 
Ministry that they would extend their co-ojicration for carrying out those schemes. 
Instead of doing any constructive work, c,ontinned Mr. ^^hamsiiddin, the Ministers 
roamed about the villages and were fomenting the sj»irit of communalism by the 
cry of Islam in danger. The Chief Minister promised ‘dal bhat’ and free ]>rimary 
education but he could not materialise his jiromises in spite of ample facilities. If 
the Ministry wanted to do beneficial woikfor the masses, he could assure the House 
that his i>aity would not oiler any obstruction. Air. Nnlnri Raiijaii Surkcr criticised 
the prcsi'iit yeai’s budget in a forceful way. Air. barker rcferri'd to the omission of 
grant to Biswha Bharali and Sriniketan and said that those two institutions were not 
only famous in their own jirovince but those two institutions were known outside India. 
He, in his last year’s Inidgct, ]n'ovidt;d grant for those two institutions and bad got 
ajipreciation not only from Bengal but from outside Bimgal. Broceeding, Air. Sarker 
regretted the iicssimism of the Finance Alinister which be had cx]ucs8ed in his 
budget statement with regard to the inevitalile slum immediately after the wmr. 
Air. hiarker showed from the ])ast records that the economic condition of the 
(giuntry would be lietter after the w'ar. He said that after the last great war tie 
demand of jute was increased to a consiilerablc extent and the ])rice conaid mI ly 
went high and he could iiossibly anticipate that the ])rice of jute must go hi- !i 
after the war. Mr. Ahdar Rahman Riddtqiic dejilored the observation made by the 
leader of the European grouj) with regard to the restriction of jute. Bestrictioii 
of jute, emphasised Air. Siddique, was the only means to bring liack the prosperity 
of Bengal. If the Government of Bengal caught bold of that golden fibre and 
iitiliscil it in various other ways, it would bring money from all ]<artB of the world. 
Jute and jute alone would bring enormous money in Bengal. The House then 
adjourned till the next day, the 24lh. February, when the necessity of fresh taxation 
to meet the expanding needs of the ]>rovincc was emphasised by the hon. Air. 
A. K. Fazlul Jliiq, Chief Alinister, who referred to the introduction of free and 
com])ulsory iirimary education throughout the province, which, he said, would 
recluire a sum of about fi\c crores. He also referred to the question of adult 
education, and the eslahlisliment of dispimsarics in each union. These schemes 
would n^quire money and they could realise that Bengal must have a few more 
crores ailded to her ])rescnt revenues in order to meet the exiiaudiiig needs of 
administration. If tlu'y considered the question dispassionately there was no 
escaiie from the conclusion that, in order to meet the expanding needs of the 
province, they would liave to take to taxation. It was no use saying that Bengal 
should not be ovcr-buidcned with taxation. Air. Kuq agreed with the members 
of the Opposition that Bengal slionld have more of that amount which went to 
the Central ITxchcqucr. But till they could get that money, they hnd to find it 
themselves, 8o far as he was eoneerned, if not for anything else, at least for the 
purpose of the introduction of free and comimlsory education, they would have to 
have recourse to taxation. He announced that in the near future the Government 
would come up before the legishilure with tlieir taxation liills. The Budget discus¬ 
sion concluded at this stage and the House adjourned till the 2Gth. 

Bengal Jufe Regulation Bill, 1939 

26th. FEBRUARY to 4th. MARCH : The announcement that the Government pro¬ 
posed to undertake the preiuvration of another record of lands under jute cidtivation in 
Bengal next year, when jute would be on the lands, was made by Air. Taniizuddin 
Khan. Alinister for Agrieulturc to-day in the course of the diseussion on the 
Bengal Jute Regulation Bill of 1939 when that Bill, which w'as introduced by 
Government and referred to a Select Committee in the last July session of the 
Assembly but which was not proceeded with in the session, waa placed before the 
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House for consideration. The Ministers told the House that the Bengal Government 
was in corres])ondeiu!e with the neighbouring jute-growing provinces in re8i)eet of 
its policy of restriction of jule crop and if iinfortiinalely co-operation could not be 
secured from other jute-growing lU'ovinces in this respect, Govcit ment would liave 
to revise its own plan in this regard. On behalf of the Opposition, it was pointed 
out that they would not opi)ose the passage of the Bill but what they would like 
to emphasise was that, if Government did not simultaneously bring forward a 
com])rehensive measure providing for the fixation of a minimum juice of jute, a 
regulated raarkiit and the establishment of warehouses, the Bill would be worse 
than useless, h^peaking on behalf of the Eur()j)ean Grouj), Mr. J. (7. Kennedy said 
that altliough they were o])])Osed to re-committal, his Tarty would iir^ie (Jovernment 
to reconsider their decision to regulate the jute crop of J9J()-J1. 4he recommiltal 
motion was rejected witliout a division and the House jn’oeceded with consideration 
of the Bill, ddie House disjxised ol Clauses 1 and 2 and was discussing Cdasc 3 
of the Bill when the House adjourned. The Jute Regulation Bill, IDbb, em})owerB 
Governmeut to undertake the j)rei)aration of a rccoid of lands under jute cultiva¬ 
tion in any given year and also eini)owers (iovernment to regulate the jute crop, 
by restricting the acreage of lands under jule cultivation in any given year. Next- 
day, the 27th February, the (piestion of election was raised in connection with tlic 
question of the constitution of Union Jute Committees. 4'lie Bill as originally 
in trounced by the (Jovernment ju'ovidcd that the Union Jute Committees be }ij)j)oin- 
ti'd by the Collector or liy such servant ol the Crown other than a lOlicc Ollieer, 
as may be authorised by the Colh'ctor in this behalf. 'Hic t-^elect Committee to 
which the Bill was refea-red recommended a system ot clcetions lor the eonstitution 
of the Union Committees except for the yeai 1910, lor which year the Committee 
recommended that t!ie Ckmimit.lees would be aiipointed by the C’ollector. Mr. 
T(inn'ziLd(bn K/ian, Minister moved an amendment urging the aecc})lance of the 
original i)rovisions of tlie Bill jiroviding for the ai»pointment of these Committees 
by the Collector, 'i’he Minister’s amendment met with vehement oiiposiiion and 
evoked a storm of {>rotest from tlic memlicrs of the Ojiposition. Replying to the 
debate, Mr. Ta mi-.udilin K/ian thought that there was misconception about the 
duties and, functions of these Committees. These (-Mmrnittees would have no dis¬ 
cretion in matter ol rcdiu-tion or extension of the acreage of land to be sown with 
jute by a cultivator according to the notilication issued by the (Jovernment. The 
Government amendment providing for the appointment of these Committees by 
the Collci'tor was carried ])y htS to in vot<‘s. The House further considered 
the Bull till the 4th. March when the Pull was jiassed. While not opposing 

tlic j»assage of the Bilk to-day, the Opnosition expiessed the view that 
the Mbject of the Bill would be defeated unless it was accomj>auicd by 
otbei 1 ‘icasures dealing with the other j>ro1»lems of jute. The Opjiosition suggested 
thc'Tfore the bringing foi'ward of a comi)reliensi\o measure next ^ear to deal with 
all the as])e'*ts of the jute problem. The hon. Mr. Tanniuddm Khan emjihasised 
that the ju'oblcm of j'loblems was the regulation of the crop and he pointed 
out that the fixation of a minimum jirice for jute, the waic-housing sidieme 
etc., would 1)0 absolutely futile if the sujqdy was not regulated to the demand. 
He told the House that Government had decided to abandon its policy of 
regulation of the crop in 1910 \vith a very heavy heart because, on account of 
the j)roj)osal of regulating the croj) this year being given ui>, an aj)])reheiisioii 
existed that the next year’s crop wouhl be very much in excess of the juoper 
demand and if that apprehension proved to be true, tlic ])ricc would fall. 
'Jhereforc, he thought tliat those who had urged the Goveinment to withdraw 
the restriction jioliey in 1910 had taken a very grave res[)onsibility on themselves, 
dhe hon. Minister did not agree with the observation made by one of the 
opposing members that tlic interests of the mill-owners and tliosc of the 

cultivators were always antagonistic. He pointed out that mill-owners jierformed 
a very important function in the matter of distiibution of the commodity. He 
maintained that the situation might be very critical during the coming season 
and the Government would watch the situation with the kecucst interest and 
would not fail to take whatever feasible and reasonable step might be necessary 
under the distressing circumstances. 

War Bonos to Mill Employees 

Ist. MARCH:—A non-official resolution moved by Ur. Surenh Chandra Banei'jee 
urging the Government of Bengal to take stejis to compel the authorities of 

all mills and factories within the province of Bengal to grant at least 25 
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per(!cnt, of their pay as War Bonus to all class of employees employed by 
them to mitigate the hardship caused to the labourers by rise in the price of 
foodstuffs due to war was negatived to-day by hS against 111 votes. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

5tli. to 11th. MARCH Series of incidents which led the Speaker to suspend 
the meeting for a quarter of an hour, and a walk-out by the Congress and Troja 
Opposition, marked the proceedings when demands for grants in connexion with 
tfie Budget came up for consideration on the oth. The first incident, in which Dr. 
Nali'naksha Sani/al and the Dome Minister {Khwaja Sir Na liniuddui) ])rinci[)ally 
figured, occurred when Mr. Khu'joulra Nath Das Gupta was speaking on two 
cut motions in connexion with a demand liy the Dome Minister tor a grant of 

Ks l,l‘.),2i),UiH) for general administration. Mr. Das Gujita was icferring to alleged 

oppression of i>easaiits in certain ])arts of Jaljiaiguri district, wlii'-h, he said, 
he could ])roYe by ])rodncing copies of notices issued and also copies of orders, 
^'hereupon, another member of the Congress Ibirty, Dr. Sauyal, went up to 
Mr. J)as Giij>ta, obtained the copies, orilers and summons, ciossed tile floor 

and ]>lac(!d them on the Dome Minister’s desk. The IJjuie Miutsfer protested 

against- this, and (lung away the ])ai)ers. Mr. She. uiyatd hu Leader of 

liie Krishak Jh'oja J'aity, thereup-on asked one of (he peons on duty inside 

ihe Chuunher standing near him to ]>iek iqi tlic papers and iteoirn thinn to Mr. 
Las Gnpta. 'Die Dome Minister asked the peon not to do so. Tliis gave 

line to a gi’iieial uproar when the Speaker intervened, ami instructed the Seeretary to 
have t-lic papers pi-ked up and returned to ]\lr. Das (TUi>ta. Mr. She niytutdi n AInned 
protested against the manner in whicli the Dome Iiliiiister had ])revented the 
])eon from |)icking' U]) the documents. Mr. Ahmed was joined in this ])rotest 

l)y inembers of Jus ]»arty and those of the Cougiess. Meanwhile, Dr. Sanyal 
rose up to icad out the contenis of the doenments wlien there wore shouts 

01 “sit down, sit down’’ from the Coalition Benches, iollowed by countor- 
shouis of “go on, go on” from Congress benches. In the midst of the general 
uproar, the S’peaker adjourned the Assembly for fifteen minutes. When the 

Douse reassembled, Mr. Santosh Kumar Ba-<a, Deimty Leader of the Congress I’arty, 
informed the t^peaker that they felt that tliey could not take any jfiirther past 
in the i)roceedings of the day unless the Dome Minister oflered a rom]>lcte 
“fiee and frank a’pology for the unceremonious and most undignified manner” 
in which he had ilung away the documents which had been ])iescn(ed to him 
by a member of the Douse and ihe manner in wlu(di he had prevented a jiroii 
from ])i(dving them u]>. 'Hie IJouic Minister jiuintcd out that as the snliject 

nndor discussion related to his department, he was closely followung the 
di'liate and no one had the right to disturh him in the manner in which 
lie bad been disturbed when Ihe documents were ]>lace(l on his desk. Do 
would like to emphasise that lie was as zealously guarding the prestige and 

dignity of the Douse as anybody else. Khan Bahadur Arei^ul Naque hAd that 

the conduct of Lr. Lanyal was “most reprehensible.” 'Die Kluin Bahadur 
condemned the action of the ])eon, especially wdien he had instriictions not In 
cross tlic floor when the Douse Avas in session. At the same time, he w'ould 

like to say that the manner in which the Dome Minister, in a fit of excitement, 
had asked the jT'on not to ihck up the doenments, instead of exercising 
jiationce, w'as unsatisfactory. Mr. Sarat (dunidia Bose said that the S[)eaker 
was entitled to give his decision in any manner he liked. But at the same 
time the ()j)posilioM liad also the right of recording their protest in a 
l)arrtamentary manner. Dc would therefore withdraw Ins party from the House 
for the day and as to vvliether they would abstain themselves from the rest of 
the session, they^ would decide the next day, d'hcreiqton, the Congress 
Laity and the Krishak IToja Larty withdrew. 'Die Douse eontiniied its 

dist'ussion on the General Administration Budget for another ten minutcR, 
and adjourned till the next day, the 6th. March when the o))iH)sitioii 

again created uproarious Hv'cnea by wuiy of shouting and thumjiing of desks for 

the Home Ministers failure to order “free, frank and eom])lete apology” 
for his “undignified and diseourtcous conduct” as demanded by the Congress Ihirty. 
'Die Douse met to-day in a tense atmosphere, and all the party leaders were found 
]nesent just from the very beginning. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, the Lremior, first 
made a statement, before tho interiiellatious, in which he referred to yesterday’s 
unfortunate incudeni and held that the first oftender was Dr. Nalinakhya Sanyal 
and if he was prepared to offer an unqualified apology, the Home Minister would 
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make a statement which, he believed, would be acceptable even by the most fasti¬ 
dious member of the House The lca<ler of the House was followed by the leader 
of the opposition and after inferpcllaiions the House was adjourned for the i)rayer. 
After the interval, when h^ir Nmtnuuldtn a^ain rose to s])cak, interrujWioiis still 
continued. At this sta;i,e the Sp^uil-rr, liiidiu^ that his request was of no avail, 
asked Mr. Kiion t^ankar Bay, Mr. Narendra Narayan Cliakrabarty, Mr. vSurendra 
Mohan Mailra, Mr. Hari))ada Cluitlerjee, IMr. Kha.i;endra Nath Gas <}uj)ta, Mr. 
Niharendra Dutt iMe.jiiindar and Mr. tsasanka Sekhar t^aiiyal, all Ooiieress members, 
to withdraw from the House, All of them declined to do so unless tiiey were 
removed. Tuternij>1ioiis still continued when tlie Speaker put, the cut motions of 
Das (7U])ta to \'o!e wliidi were lost l)y b < avain.-it Jjb votes, dhe Spf'aker then put 
the original motion of Sir Nazimuddin to vote whieh was ])nssea without division. 
The House then adjourned till the 8th. March wdicn in sinkin:-, contrast to the 
stormy scense ol the last two days, tlie Hil<ln;j; l)ee,an (piietly. diieia; w’as 
no demonstration aeainsi tlie dome Minister, and lie was perinitled to address the 
House wdthoiit in ten uplion. Immedialcl^ alter quest ifui-lemr, iMr. Scni/osh Kumar 
llftma, Dcjiuly la'adei' ol the denial Conyj’i'ss Assenihly I'arly, risiiiL; on a itoint 
of Older, maintained lhat Ihe ))roc(‘duie ado])t(‘d by tlie Sp('aker at the hist sitting 
on Tlinrsday in leaving, undi-,i>osed ol most, el ihe ul” nioiions and in putting- 
to vote the main demand under tlie luaul ‘dhnunal Adnuuisl i ation” lad'ore the 
Sehedi led time, was in < lcar contia’.enlion ol the pro\ ish/iis (d >e tion 71i (J) of tlie 
(ioi'ernmcnt of India A-'t and Sc li'»n Id (,’) of Ihe rules fianuMl by the Goiernor 
for the condiu-t of the ]uoceedin :s ul the lioe.se and was theielcwe \vhol!\ ilh'iial, 
irregular and ultra v;tcu. Air. Basil said that when the Sj'eaker put the deniaiul 
te vote under this head, there weic Iwcnty-one “cui” moiions awaiiina disposal and 
more than an luinr lemained for the lime li.\ed for tJie rising ol the House. He 
W'ould, there!ore, ]-equcst the Si'eakere\cn at this stage to le.c nlarise the entire 
pro eedings. d'he Spuah^a' remarked lhat, as Mi. Basu iiad raised a veiy imi^ortant 
question, he would like to gi\e a wiitien rej>Iy wliiidi he hojted to do either after 
the iwaycr interval to-day, or to-morrow" morning, w'iien tlie House re-assembled, 
d’herealter, the I'.dnealion BiuBet was takni into considei at ion. d’he Hon’ble Mr. 
A. K. F'azlul Ilnq movi'd that a sum of B.s. ],5d,d(“)i)(!<) he g]-aiit.ed lor ex- 
])enditnro under tlie liead EdLU’ation-tTcneiar. Mr. Ilarnidra Xatt/ Jioi/ dl/au dhurj/ 
moved a cut uiolion of Ks. I'KJ for raising discussion in the inath'qnacy of 
grants to non-uoMunnuMit second uy schools and the administration of siicli grants. 
The dcliate was adjourned till the next day. the titii. March, wlu'ii the failure of the 
Government to iuirodnce fov and eompulsoiy Briiiiaiy education iii all the districts 
of ileiigiil w'ithout imposition of tax on (lie agoicultui isls w'as the subjia t of 
trcnehaMl criticism by wa> ol cut moiions. A\ liile the inendicrs of the Brishak 
Bioja Party in the Opposition gionji urged upon (lie ()o\ ei iiment: the need of in¬ 
troducing free and eompulsoiy pi unary edin-alion without taxation, the (bialilion 
party and the llon’ble thiief Aliiiisler maintained that I’rimiiiy lOdiuation without 
imposing; cess to the ag riciill uri-.ts was an inij'os.silile task. The original motion 
for grant was then juit, to \ote and was jtassed witbont di\ision. In giiing liis 
ruling on lliv-* point of ordi;r raised liy Mr. t^ani >jh Kumar^ lu'uu ycsleiday (pieslioii* 
ing the legality of the pro‘etidings ol bih Maich, the Hon’ble Np’o/o r lu'ld that he 
had absolutely no doiilit in his mind that tlie ])roeeedings of llu; bth March were 
regular, valiil and legal and ncti uttra nrus or irregular. Tlie douse then adjourned 
till the Ittli March when Sir Naziuiuddiu, dome Minister, rejilung to the I’oliee 
Budget de(dared that at least, forty to fifty ])orcimt of the released iletenns arc still 
active. Their secret organisations still exist. 'The (Mitire demand of Bs. ll,Vd,bd,0l)0 
W'as saiielioued without a ‘cut’, l^ir Nazimuddin added : ‘‘Ihey do meet and they 
are recognising Iheuiselves.” The dome Minister emphasised the necessity of 
having a Seciet Service, to wdiich objection had been taken on the ground that 
tlierc was at ]>resent no terrorist movement in the province. AN’^as tlierc, the 
Minister enquired of the member who had raised the objection, any terrorism in 
Madras ? “If not, why did Mr. Itajagoiiahudiari when he was in oJlice defend the 
Secret Service grant asked Sir Nazimuddin and said ; “Aon cannot govern a 
(a>nntry without a Secret Service.” ITocecding, Sir Na/.imiiddin said I may state 
tliat this increased grant is necessary, because we have released over 3,tK)U jiersona 
who were involved in certain underground conspiracy, and at, least 40 to 50 per ceut 
of the released detenus are still aihive.” The fact that the Opjiosition had agreed 
to devote only an hour and a half to the discussion of the Boliee budget, was, 
Sir Nazimuddin considered, Butlieient testimony to the cllieient manner in whieh 
the Police Department was run. He denied the charge that the Police had not 
23 
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taken stops to deal with the crimes against women, oflences like defilement of 
temples, etc. 1’he J’olice took every ]) 08 sible ste]) to check these 'crimes, he assured 
the House. Cut motions moved by Opposition members were all rejected without 
a division. The House also sanctioned the demand for grant of Ks. 34,49,000 
under the head ‘Jails and Convict Settlements’ without a 'cut’. 

B]'.NaAL Non-Achtcui.tuiial Pkovisions Bill 

The members reassembled at 0-30 p.m. on the 11th. March and took up 
consideration of the measure entitled the Bengal Non-Agricultural (Temi)orary 
Provisions) Bill. 1940. It ])rovidcd for the slay of all suits and ])r()i'eedings in courts 
of law for ejectment of non-agricultural tenanls for a I'criod of two years, pending 
enactment of further h'gislation. All the clauses cxce})t one were dealt with and 
the Bill had a smooth ]>assaLe on the next day. 

VoriNG ON Bitdgkt Ukmands (Contd.) 

12th. & 1.3th. MARCH :—A demand for the fixation of minimum price of jule at 
least at Ks. 10 ])er maund was made to-day by the members of the Krishak IToja 
and S'-heduled caste i)urly by way of cut motions on agri<uiUural grant. The cut 
motion of Mr. Wuhm- luifimnn demanding fixation of minimum ])rice of jute at 
Bs. JO ])er mauud was lost by 09 against 97 voti's. The House sanctioned without 
any cut the entire demand for grant of Its. JO,Os,000 moved by the Jlon’ble ]\Tr. 
Toiirr:ud(hti Khon for expenditure under the head ‘‘Agriculture”. Next day, the 
i;Uh. March, tlie failure of the tlovernment to open textile mills at (Jovern- 
ment initiative to make Bengal self-sutliciiuit. in matters of clothes was the subject 
of severe criticism by way of cut motions, d’he cut motion of iMr. Ahii Idossain 
Soik<-r to raise a distuission nuarding the lailurc of the (iovernment, to start 
cotton mills was lost, without, division. The House sanctioned without, any cut 
the entire demand for grant of Ks. ir),l:’,()()(_) moved by ]Mr. 'I’a nnzudu'rn Khon for 
expenditure under liead ‘Industries’ and Ks. 0,39,900 under head Industries — 
Cinchona’ moved liy Mr. }*rosanna J)ch Jiaikut. 

Besolution on N JEM ever Award 

At its after-dinner sitting on the 13th. March whi(h continued till JJ ji. m., the 
Assein’oly unanimously adopted a special non-olli -ial motion urging the revocation of 
the Nieim'yer .Award and the restoration of the s/ufiis (/no anfo. 4’he molion, wliich 
was moNcd by Air. AA/Zoo Ronjiin So/krr, ex-Idnancc Alinister of the Govtuninent, 
was in t1ie following terms “'This Assembly is of the oi'inion that, an hiindilc 
address he presented to His Excelleney the (Joverimr through the Hon. the Speaker 
for commnnicalioii to His Maj('sty-in Council praying lliat His Majcsty-iii-Conncil 
be graciously ])leas''d to revoke the recent Amendment to the Goveiiiment of India 
(Distribution of Kevenne) Order, J93>(), and to restore the quo anteT 

Dr. Nohnoksha Aonni/ol (Congress) who moved an idenfi(*al motion on the subject 
but, suggested a dijl'erent method of representation to the iwojier authojltii's, eventu¬ 
ally withdrew his motion with a view to securing iinanimily on llic subject in the 
House. Spi'aking on helialf of the Government. Mi. //. N. Huhrowordtj. Finance 
Minister, said that the Government had every symiiathy wdth tiic motion and 
Biip])orted the spirit of the resoliilion. “J base my claim for a revision”, the 
Finance IMinister lemarked, “on justice and fair-i)lay and there is no juslitieation, 

1 maintain, for taking away a larger share from the ])rovinces by the now Order- 
in-Coiincil than what will have been taken away had the Award remained in 
existence.” ddie Finance Minister pointed out Miat they would join with other 
memhers of the House in i)ressing for a modifi-*ation of the armaided Order-in- 
Council and he hoiied that the other provinees would follow the lead given by 
Bengal iii this rcsi)cct. 

Voting on Buihjet Demands (contd.) 

14lh to 29th. MARCH :—A demand for the establishment of village dispensaries one 
in each Union throughout the ITovine.e was made to-day by the opiiosition members 
by way of eiit motions on the demand for grant under head ‘‘Medical.” The cut 
motion of Mr. Giosaddin Ahmed demanding estublishnient of village dispensaries 
one in each union tbronghoiit the province was lost by 44 against 71 votes. The 
House accepted the demand for grant of Us. 51,‘37,000 for exiienditure under the 
head “Medical” moved by the Hoii’ble Nawah Khwoja llahibiUlah Bahadur of 
Dacca without division. Next day, the 15th. March, the lack of any comprehensive 
scheme for improving the sanitation of Bengal was sevendy criticised in the course of 
a debate on the budget demand for a grant of Rs. 47,13,000 for expenditure under 
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the head “Public PTealth” moved by the Hon’ble Nawah Khwaja Hahibvllah 
Bahadur of Dacca. 9'he cut moliouB moved by the CoufiicBS and Kiishak Proja 
party members were nejiatived without division. Tiic House accepted the entire 
demand without any cut. 4 he House then adjourned till Blomlay. tlje 18th. March, 
when all other cut motions bein^ negatived the House sanctioned without any cut the 
entire demand of Its. 28(iS,()U(J moved by Sir Bijnij rrosud JSnigha Roy for 
expenditure under the head “J.and Revenue.” 9'he House also sanctioned a further 
sum of Rs. 2,()t),(JCMJ for exj^enditurc under the head “h aminc.” 4 he House rejected 
by 87 votes to 41 the Krishak Pioja Party’s cut motion to the land re^'enuc ^rant 
ur^iji^ a ‘Aeiuaal reduction in the rate of rents. Next day, the l‘Jth. March, 
various irrigation ]>rojects, both hi}* and small, which the (Joverumeui have iii 
view or which are in actual process ot execution were describeu l)y Maharaja Srinh 
( itandra Nandy of C'ossimba/ar, Minister for Irriyalion, Works and (\)mmunica- 
tions, when he moved for the buydet j^rant of R’s. lIRCu.iMin tor “Inipation— 
Workin^^ I^xpenscs.” 'Ihc cut motions were lost and the entire demand wa^ voted, 
dlic Assembly then adjourned till the 2(ith. March, when it sanctioned the entire, 
demand for a sum of Rs. 78,71 mo^ed by the Hon’blc Kowob Musharraff 
llosfoiic, for expenditure under the head ‘Administration of .Iiistice.’ 4he cut 
motions of the Congress and the Krishak Ih'oja I’arly weie all nci^atived without 
division. 4'he House next, met on the 2t:'lh. March, when tlie announcement that 
Prol'ibition introduced in N'oakhali disliict as an expciiniental measure had ju-o\'cd 
“a wondei'tul success” was made by Mr. A. K. Fuzlul Hutj, I’jimc Minister replying 
to the debate raised on a cut, motion to the excise grant. 4'he “cut” was moved 
by a member of the Kiishak Pioja I’arty, other members of which as well as 
Congress memberB ciiticised the Go\ernment for its failure to im])lement its 
])romises in res])C(d of Piohibition. 4'he opi)Ohitionists urged complete Prohibition. 
Explaining the view-]toint of the Eurojiean Grou]), Fir Henry Bukinyrc pointed 
out that expeliments in I’rohibition in the United f^tates and in other ]uovinccs 
in India had not succeeded. Even if it was feasible, he thought Bengal could not 
risk an attcini)t no\y because, in view of a scries of deficit budgets, ever mounting 
taxes and also of many schemes of jmblic w^elfarc recpiiiing money, no shrinkage 
of revenue could be allowed at this stage, 'ihe rrvnnor^ explaining the Govern¬ 
ment's policy, said that Prohibition had been a success at N’oakhali and infoimed 
the House ihat the Government now ])roj)Osed to consider Ihe question of extension 
of Prohilntion to the two adjoining districts of Chittagong and Comilla. While 
assuiing the memiicrs that I’rohiliition w'as still the goal of the Government, lie 
ex{)iaincd that it wanted to reach the goal by easy stages. 4’hc cut motion’ was 
reject(‘(l by 7d votes to :U) and the entire demand Tor grant of Ps. 81,.b3,()()0 was 
jiassed. 4'he House next adjourned till the 27tb. March, when the maladministration 
of the Co-oi)erative I)ei)artment, and the failuic ol the Government to check corrup¬ 
tions ill the Co*oi»eiative societies were iiointed out by members of the oiiposition in 
eoiinecLion with the budget demand for a giant of Ps. Ibdri.OOO mo\ed by the 
Hon’ble Mr. MuKunda JJchaii MalUrlc for exj.enditure under the head “Co¬ 
operation.” All the eut motions being defeated without division, the main demand 
for grant under “Co-operation” was sanctioned by the House. 4he House also 
sanctioned a sum of Pa. 24,18.000 for cx]>ciiditurc under the head ‘Debt 
Conciliation’ moved by Mr. Mulanida Behart Mulluk. Next day, the 28th. March, 
the “failure of the Government to formulate a ])olicy for the sujiply of 
cheap electricity in mofussil areas” came in for much criticism by Congress 
members, Dr. Nahnnkiilia Samiyal and Rai Narcndra Hath Choirdhury each moved 
a “cut” in the demand for Ps. 1,45,C)00 for expenditure under the head “Other 
taxes and duties” to raise the discussion. “It is a matter of regret,” said one of 
the members, “that while other provinces in India have gone ahead with the 
develoimrent of electricity schrnics, none has been formulated in Bengal though 
she has richer resources.” Mr. E. J. Hawkings of the European Group 
Buggested that if the Government were considering any large electrical development 
scheme they should ajqioint a Board of Commissioners and expert engineers who 
should be given a free hand to further the development of electrical supnly. While 
the policy that chcaj) electricity should somehow or other be provided had been 
formulated, the question now was how it could be done, said Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy, 
Minister for Commerce, in explaining the Government jiolicy. Now the question 
was one of method, “1 must confess,” lie remarked, “that this problem, namely, 
the problem of development of cheap electricity, has to a very large extent eluded 
me and the best way out that I can find is the appointment of a Board of Elec¬ 
tricity Comniissioners which will be able to assist the Government in framing the 
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scheme. The cut motions were rejected without division and the demand 
was carried. The Assembly tlien adjourned, till the next day, the 21)th. March, 
when it eoDcluded the cofisideralion of the hud*, et demand for prnnls for 
cxj)cnditure under difTcrent lieads. The demand lor p,ranls of Its. 4,77,000 for 
cxi>cnditiire uiubu’ head ‘IMiseellancons, Bs. 4,.S1.00 for ex]'enditure under the head 
‘.rorts and Bilolaizi'’, Bs. L7blS,()00 for expendilure under the head ‘Stationary and 
I’rintin^' and Depreciation K'eserve fund (Government ]u-eHseB, Bs. 5,000 for expen¬ 
diture under the head ‘Interest, on Debt, and other obliiiations', Bs. 7(‘),00,000 for 
expenditure under the heads ‘t^uperannuation allo^^ance and I'ensions, commutations 
of pensions financed from ortlinary rexenne and jiayment of commuted value of 
pensions, I's. 77 t)d,00'0 lor ex]»enditure under tin* head ‘Miscellaneous’, Bs, 4,05,(i00 
for exi'cnditure under the head ‘Interest Eree Advam-es’ and Bs. 11,]7,D!0 for ex- 
])cnditure under the head “Loans and advain'es Ixatrini; interest’ mo\ed by the 

Hon’ble Mr. //. 05 SnftKiu'dVihi weio sanctioned by the Douse without any (uit. 

The Douse also sanctioned a (hmiand for jrrant ot Ks. TO.KOHiO moved liy the 

llon’ble Khwaja *S'7r Ntiz. mirlilm for expenditiuc under the head ‘Extraonlinary 
charfi;cs in India’. The Douse then adjourned. 

IT.ices CENsoiisiiir Onrncj-En 

.30lh. MARCH :—The o])eralion of i)resa eensoiship in Bengal wxas severely 
criticised to-day when the (Jox ei nment’s su])]>lementary dtmiand for the grant 
of a sum of Bs. lo/JLOtK) for exi)enditurc under seven ditlerent heiids in the 
year 11)49-40 was itrcsented to the Douse, dhe (pieslion was raised by means 
of a cut motion moved by Mr. Surc/iJrana/ii ((Congress) in connection 

with the demand for the grant of a sum of Bs. 5,55()()() for expenditure under 
the head ‘ Kxtraoidinaiy Charges in India.” d'hesc la'present charges incurred in 
connection with the war. Mr. Biswas moved his cut motion to emphasise that 
the exiHuidituic on the Dress (\-nsor was unnecessary. De moved another cut 

motion to i»oint out, that tlu' expenditure on air raid ]>r('cautions was a ‘“sheer 
W'aste of ]>ublic money.” De said that the I’ress C,ensoisbi]> Department was 
absolutely unnecessary and thought, that it existed for ])olitical ])urposcs in the 
intei-est of the ]»rcsent IMinistry in Beneal ; it was there oidy to gag public opinion 
and the expression of ]ui))lic opinion. Bei)lying. the Dome ^Minister, Khwaja Hir 
N(i::itiiuJ(!;ii referred to the (piestion ot exi'cnditurc on air raid precautions and 
said that, the first thing to be remembered in this connection was that most of this 
expendituie would be recoxeied from the Go\('rnm(‘nt of India. As regards I’ress 
Censorship and the alleeatiou tliat it had ))een used more or less to keej) the 
Government in t'ower, the Dome Minister ]-ointed out that i-ractically no action had 
been taken by the Government against any j'aper for any criticism of their policy. 
The (ioxeriiment luid only taken steps under the Defence oi India Act, against 
uew'spa)>ers wliiidi were w'riting against the war. \Vhatever might be the merits or 
demerits of the action of (toxernment or tin; Jhess Olhcer, the alhigation that the 
Defence of India Act, had been used for the [uirpose of maintaining the Govern¬ 
ment, in i) 0 xvcr xvas alisolutely basi'iess. Mr. /)5\wrn.s’a lirst cut motion which em¬ 
phasised that the exi enditure on the i’less (Tiisor w'as unnecessary was rejected 
wdthout a dixision. 'I'he ()pi)osition foiced n division on his se(*ond cut motion 
wddeh ]>ointed out that the exiienditure on air raid ])recaulions xvas a “sheer waste 
of ])uhlic money.” d’he cut motion was lejected liy the Douse hy 90 votes to 52, 
The demand fur Bs. 5.55tJOO for “Extia-oidinary Charges in India” was passed. 
IToiLsr A(;AiN,sr r>AN on Conohess 

8tli. APRIL Tlie recent order of Die ITovincial Government, prohibiting 
publication in Bengal ol any news of, comment ujmn, or reference to the pro¬ 
grammes and actixities of the suspimded D^engal Brovim ial Congress Committee and 
of Mr. v^^uhhas (.’handra Dxise and f^wami h^ahajanauda or any organisation with 
which Mr. Bose or h^wami Hahajanamla were connected, was the subject matter of 
an adjournment motion to-day. In admitting the motion, notice of which was 
given by Mr. Sanlosh Kumar Banc ((\mgiess), the Sjmohcr remarked that during 
the discussion, they could not raise the question of (tovernment having abused 
its poxver under the Defence of India Buies curtailing the liberties of the Dress. 
They could simiily discuss it on the basis of the (Jovenimcnt order itself. The 
motion was taken up for discussion on the next day, the 9lh. April when it 
was rejected by 104 to 74 votes, The House w’as then prorogued. 
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Budget Session—Lahore—8th. January to 29th. April 1940 

Beview of Bunjar’h Finances 

The Bndj;et Bession of the Biinjah Legislative Assembly eommeneod at 
Lahore on the 8th. January 1940 when it adoj)ted the report of tlie Public Accounts 
(\)mniiltoe and voted seven exeess demands for the year 1937-38 amountiiif^ to 
Rs. 1,83,3‘33. Mr. Mdnoharlal, IJnaiice Minister, reviewing the financjal position 
of the province, said that the t^er.eral standard of accuracy in budgeting for the 
first year under the Ihovincial Autonomy had shown great improvement on the 
inevions year. The control over cxi)enditure had been properly exercised through¬ 
out. The Finance Minister added that the revenue position of the Province during 
the year under report was sound and the debt position was satisfactory. The debt 
at the end of the year was Rs. 32! crorcB. As against this, the eapital outlay 
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on irrigation and the hydro-electric Bchcmes was nearly Rs. 11 crores. The 
irrigation works -productive and unproductive—combined yielded a net return of 
9‘9d y>er cent and though there was still a gap between the hydro-electric; income 
and the expenditure, the position was gradually improving ns the load developed. 

Primary Edit cation Bill 

9th. JANUARY ;—Mian Ahdid Iloi/fi, Education Minister, then moved 
consideration of the Punjab Primary Education Bill as rejiorted on by the {Select 
Committee. The Bill provided for the comi)ulHory attendance of children at ]n-imary 
schools, and had been before the Mouse for about two years. After a tlirec-hours 
debate the Mouse rejected without a division a motion for ciiciilalion of the Bill 
and took it into consideration clause by clause. During the discussion several 
members took exception to the clauses ]>roviding co-education. It was suggested 
that it would otrend Moslem religious feelings. The Premier, S/r Jlijat 

KJidn, declared that there was nothing in the Bill wdiiidi infiinged the [trinciples 
of Islam. He disapproved the ])ractico of compelling git Is below t!ie age of nine 
to observe pitrtJafi. Islam did not enjoin the observance of piudah at all times. 
The ([ucstion of liaving separate syllabus for boys and girls of primary sdiools 
in the Punjab was raiscsl on the lath. January by an amendiiK'iit to tinuso II 
by Mr. GhaUnri Ganantd (Unionist). The amendment was dcfcafctl without a 
di’dsion. Replying to the debate, the Education iMinister, nf/an Ahihil Hnije 
said that the Syllabus Committee had recommended a common s\llabiis both for 
boys and giils u]) to third and fourth standards but lor fourth and fifth standards 
certain modifications had been snegested. ddic (fovernnu'nt had accepted these 
recommendations. As regards religions instruction, the i\Iiuisl('r said t’tat the 
present (tovernment had already issued orchu's that in a certain numlx'i’ of girls’ 
schools, religious instructions should be im]>arted after school hoins. He assured 
the House that if this worked satisfactorily, tlie (tovernment would not only 
introduce it during school hours but also extend it to otlier gills’ schools. Among 
those who sup])orted the amendment was lu-pum Rashida Lafil\ veiled Muslim 
woman-memher of the Unionist Party, wdio said that many ]>eoplc did not send 
their girls to schools because the lu-esent education liad created a fi'cling in girls 
that, it was below their dignity to do any domestic woik. Bcgiitn Shah Ninrar:, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the E.lucation Minister, drew the attention of the 
House to the recommendations of the Women’s Education Uommiltce a]>]'ointed 
by the Plentral Advisoiy Board of E<lucation that tlieri; should be a i-ommon 
syllabus both for bo\s and giils in primary stages. i'Rd Ra(j',bir Kaiir {Coiigiess) 
de|)lo:ed that obstacles were being placeil in the way of the spread of primary 
education. She wanted the w'Onnui of this country to he fully educated so that 
they could even oiler themselves for recruitment in the Army. 

WouKiNiJ OP Deut Relief Act 

Itth, JANUARY Tlie Assembly to-day debated for over three hours a resolu¬ 
tion moved by Sardar Naintihal Singh. Mann (Ibiionist) reeommendating to the 
(lovern invent to take the nccc.ssary steps to a))point, in eonsultation with the Lahore 
High Uoiirt, an cxiieriemaH judicial ollieer to enquire and ri'port, wheflicr tlic laws 
enacted to afford ])rote(*tion to debtors were being ])rof)cr]y given edecl to by sub¬ 
ordinate eoiirts. d’ho rosolntion received all round sn])port in the House. Raja 
(rhaznafar AR Khan, Parliamentary {-Secretary to the Revenue Minister, lending 
support to the resolution said that he had received se\cral com]daints that the 
legislation, which was passed by the House for the inoteclioii and relief of debtors, 
wuis not being acted ui>on. Afir Afaghoal Mahinond, Rarliaimmtary Secretary to 
the I’remier, expressed the oi>inion that the Courts had exorcised their discretion in 
a manner which was most ohjeetionablc. The discussion had not eoneluded when 
the House adjourned. 

Health Insurance Bill 

18th. JANUARY : -The announcement that legislation designed for the welfare 
and benefit of workers was under the close consideration of the I’unjab (Jovernment 
was made by Mm a Abdul Baye, Minister for Education ami Health, to-day, 
opposing the introduction of the Punjab Health InBiiraiice llill, sought to bo in¬ 
troduced by Dr. Satyapal (Congress). The Education Minister said that the 
Government intended to establish for the benefit and welfare of employees a F'und 
which would be administered by a committee of representatives of employers as 
well as employees. If it were ultimately decided to undertake legislation for the 
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purpose it would bo ])l:v'od before the House, The Assembly refused to tyrant 
leave to /)r. Saff/apdl to iiitroduee his Bill. 

(in::E UonjusasATiON Bill 

Mr. ('Ji. Sin)icr Sirigli (Uiiionisl) then ino\od that his Punjab Artifi.'ial Ghee 
Coloui'isation Bill be tsiknu into c.ansidei'aMon. ?>Ir. K. 7?. k/ Ahinail (//inn ini 

moved that the Bill should be circulate 1 for the jmri)ose of eliciting jiublic opinion 
thereon. H(^ ))oint('d out that (JoNcrnment was in sympathy with tlie ]»riiiciple of 
the bill and thenisi'lves proposeil to introduce le.^islation with the obj.^’t of rcstr'ct- 
inj; the sale of ai’tilicial or adullcrated e,hec. 1);-. (/ tfin-lnni I J/’i-r/■./■!rj characterised 
this as dilatory tactics on the ]>ait. ol the G.)\einment and said lliat such a measure 
slionld have been pass“d bine, e.jo. Alter a fiill-ilc! ;ed ilebate in whi 'h about a 
do/cn si'M'akf'i s ]tai'tici'uite 1, Mr. <lui m ini’s motion for ciiv ulaboii was rt'jc 'ti'l with¬ 
out a division and the nu*'i m i'o; consideration was carried. Tiie House then 
adjoiirned till the -’Dili instant. 

SfAi'M A;I) TO Tnott-tuils Bill 

2t)th. dANLIAPY :—Sir t: 'i,n, Uevelopment iMinisUn’, moved that the Ihmjub 

b'tate Aid to IndusPn-s ( \ni ndni'u!) Bill, as rej-Midcd hy tlie S'clc-u Ckinimittee, 
be (alien info considiu;o am. An 0|._,)uti.m member, No /o; 7\D/a ;//• N''/;/'', mo\'ed 
that- the Bill be ri'C'nninilieJ In tlie same Si !e. I- CtniimiHei' Miili ins! luict ions to 
make dciinb-c ].!'e\ isious in t’ne. IDS f U’ tin^ )mrp.)se ol eii -oui ac.inu collate imlus- 
tries in rural aicas. Ai'.-'r a i e.ll .A-Ij.'d debup', t!ie (>|'.j'n,u i ion m-)tion was 
lu^;■at-i^■ed wiihoiiL a ib.i'Mon and tic lld'se p.-.i-ccdf'd P) considi'r tlir- Bill clause by 
danse. Tlirec oni o! the i'r. c < !:: ;s<'s of the B>dl were pass.-d and {h<‘ iococh was under 
(hsenssion whem tie' A. ' -MMn'.ly a Ij Mined till the .Mh. Fcl.ruary ule'ii tlu* Ihil was 
])ass('d. .'■hi (')'•(>/./ /'i win line up (lie d' iiafe on tbr taiid leadiiu, assured 

the House that- sub':di''.^ uenld ise uiaiPeil only in jus: and diseriutie, eas<'S. d'lie 
IMinister said that under the 'ted \ct, sn'nsidn'S could be eiven only for ri'seandi 
work, whereas accordin>i, to the pnesent Bill snhsi.lics woidd h-^ a'railiible tor any 
purj^osc winch could iicbi in the improvement of village and cottaye industries. 

()FU1(‘I\L BiJ>!,S IX I’RODLOj:!) 

.‘h'th. .1ANBARY ;—dhvo new bills, namely Ibe Bunjab Motor Vdiicles d’axation 
(Amendment) Bill ami the Bniibd'hal (Im-reasein Value) Bill, were introduced, 
'idle consnhnaiion ol these hdls ^Yas ]tos'.poned as suiiicient time to enable the 
menihers to study theiu had not iieen ei^e^. 

Afaior Khnar llpil Kfinn r\liriis;cr tor Bublie Works, inlntdueed tlic Bunjab 
Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bdl 

I’LN.iAu Til VL Bill 

p^ir C'l’iolnr/ini, Ucveloument Minister, also int-iodimcd tlu' Ihiniah 'Idval Bill 
which provuU'd ioi tlu' h'\ y ol a lax on hmds., l,he value ol wdiidi would he (‘uhan- 
eed by irrivation Irom the 'I'iial canal. The |>ro-eeds ol the 'lAx would he utilised in 
lining the' main (-aiials and hranrlucs in order to jiicvent ^valer-lol;^i!l<;_ ^pp,. 
motion of the ()pi>osilion to coculate llu' Bill for tlie )>urpose of eliciliiu; public 
opinion, was defeated by 87 to .b > voP'S on tin' 8lh. Fot»niary ami tlu' House ae- 
eepted the inoli()ii to refer the Bill to a Select (nunmittve. d'ho Bill was passcil 
on the IfUh. April. 

dhiE I'Acrojiii'i' AxncND. P.JI.L 

Sir S/i'h'fnrdin then movcil for tlu' releK'iice of the Bhictories (Buiijab 
Amendmeui) Bill to a Select G-ommitlee. 'Tim Bill, which sou.ehl- to re,L;ulate the 
estahlishnu'ut and extension of factories in the ]»roviiice allects textiles, p;lass, 
cement, idiemical, hvdro:yeiiated oils, cotton p.innine, and piessini; factories, liosiery 
manufacture and Hour mills. Tt jirovivh'd that no factory shall he established or 
extended for the purpose of cavr^in.i; on one or more of the mannfaetiirinji,' 
processes or for pnrjioses incid-'iital thereto, save wdth tlu' permission in writing- of 
the I’rovineial Government or simh ])erson or persons as it may direct. The 
]Kmalty for eontravention of this ])rovisioM, siu’ccst-cd hy the Select Committee, 
was simple imprisonment, for a term whieh may extend to one year or fine whicdi 
may extend to P^s .b.OOO. Tliis chuise ('voked strone; criticism holli from members 
of the Opposition and of the IMinisteiialist Parly on the, 24th. April. AVith a view 
to aeeommodaiin^ their point of view Mr. Ti/Sen Rdm, Parliamentary Sem'etary, 
by an amendment, sou{;ht to remove the i>enal ])art of the lu-ovision and the clause 
as amended by the House now provided that contravention shall be punishable 
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with a fine which may extend to Rs. 5,000 and in addition with a fine of Rs. 100 
for each day of tiie })criod during which the eontravention continues. Another 
ollicial amendment accented i)y the House ])rovided that an a^}»:rievcd person, wdiose 
apjdication had been rejected, w'ill have the ri^ht to a])})er’ to the Provincial 
Ciovernment. The House also ajiiced to the amendment of Sir Goki.lckand Naran^, 
wdiich son^ilit to include steel rolling mills in the schedule of factories to which the 
provisions of this Bill will a])i*ly. 

} I UNGER'S rillKK IN PEROZErUR JaIL 

Ist. FEBRUARY : - Moving the adjournment motion on the Huii'^er Strike in 
the rero/ei)ur Jail to-day, Dr. Sdlijnpal ex])lained the circumstances which led to 
the ])risoners to resoil to hunL;er'Stnlve. He alleged that, when the grievances of 
the political ))risoners were represented to the Superintendent of the Jail, he ordered 
fetters to be ])ut on the ringleaders. StinJar Hari SniriJi (Cvonyress), sup))ortin;j; 
the motion, said that, when he interviewed some of these i)riHonerH on the 
eve of thei]- starting the luinyer strike they complained of maltreatment by the 
jail authorities. The general com|)laints were for about diet., medical treatment, 
iaedities for (‘i)rresi'omlcnco and {.general behaviour of Jail authorities. The Minh^ter 
for Jails in reply stated that out of 111 political pnsoneis confined in the 
Feroz(^pnr Jail four weie on luiny'M-'Stiike—three since January LT and one since 
Jan'uiry d7. Dn January T), in response to a request made by some of the ])iiso- 
ners, the Insp-ecioi-G. ncral of Biisons visited the jail. 'Theia^ was no substantial 
complaint to which the (Government should ^i\e consideration. None of the ])risoners 
was in a iirecarious condition and they were ofi’erinp, tlii! least possible resistance to 
feedinp;, Tlu^ MinisPu' however warned the House that hui»cer-slrike was a jail oll'ence 
triable by a Mapi.'^trate. It would prejudice the case, he added, if thi'y discussed 
the matter. As repai-ds the allegations tliat the prisoners resorted to hnnper-slrike 
bt'cause they wen* ill-to'ated by the jail authorili(;s, the JMinister stated that the 
Huiterintendcnt of the Jail concerned was an O/iicer of lonp experience and preat 
ability. He was not likely to be a person to insult or abuse the pi-isoners. Tlie 
JMinister added thar he wouhl be extremely sorry if the Huiierintendent had really 
UH('d abusive lanpuape. He assured the House that nothing serious had happened 
to any of the piisoners. 'J'he mot.on was deleated by 4d votes to 28. 

TniiiAE Raid in I’un.iah 

2lBt. FEBRUARY In the Assembly which met this afternoon after the 
JMdiairam recess, the S[)eaker, Sir S/td/tafni'/Jiii., ruled out of oi'der an adjourn¬ 
ment motion tabled by Lain iJuvtcJiavd seekinp to discuss a tiibal raid on 
Isakhel, a villape in JMainwali Distiict of the Punjab, on February I'A. Makinp 
a statement in connection with the raid, Sir Sikatulcr Hijat Khav, Ihemier said 
that a panp of ui>pioximately two hundred trans-border \>eoidc came all the 
wiv thioiiph North-West Frontier Province. On their way, they burnt a ]u)lice 
f.ouioii ill the Frontier Province and then headed for the Punjab. The Frontier 
Police pave timely intimation and the citizens of Isaklud w’ere warned in time, 
with the result that they were prei)ared for this larpe liorde of raiders, wlio 
'were all armed. When the raitlers arrived, they enteied the (dly throuph 
ditferent pate.s and were received with a volley of lire from all quarters, dhc 
ciiizens themselves had orpaniseil difierent jiarties in difleient ])arts of the city 
under the direction of the police and the speaker ]iaid a tribute to the police 
and also to the fsub-Assislaut {Surpeon 'who very bravely associated himself 
with the polit e and the citizens. Due of their colleapues hcic, Khan Bahadur 
Ohulam (iadir Khan, also took up one of the most dillicult imsilions in the 
city and he was n sponsible for exi>eUinp the raiders without any loss so far 
as he was concerned excejit that one of his servants was woundeil, wdiile one 
of the raiders was killed and his body was left there. It is believed that four 
other raiders were killed and their bodies w^ere carried away, dhere was no 
loss of ])roperty. The raiders thereafter Avent away and took refuge in the 
adjoining hills. vSubsequcntly, information was received that thiee hundred 
other people had <‘ome to join them wdth a view to avenging themselves on the 
citizens of Dera Ismail Khan who had inflieJed such loss on them. Unfortunately 
the police force there was not adequate to meet the attack of a big raiding 
party like that. Ko they had to seek the hel]) of the military authorities. A 
battalion of Infantry lett the same evening from Rawalpindi for Kalabagh so 
that they may round up the raiders and see that they did not get back. The 
Frontier Police on their side strengthened their various positions and the people 
and the Government were thus able to corner the raiders. 

24 
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Excise Amend. Bill 

22nd. FEBRUARY The Assoni))]y to-day resiuiied disciisHion on the runjab 
Excifie (Amendment) liill which l)ad been introduced hy Bir Chlmfuram. Develop¬ 
ment j\Iinis(cr. 'rim Bill sought to secure the return ot used excise bottles to the 
distilleries as new liottles which used to he imported t'rom tlernuiny were no 
lon,t;er available owin^ to the war. luterveniui;- in the debate, the rremicr, Bir 
Hikandcr Hijat. Khan said that he was at one with the members who wanted 
to introduce 1‘j‘ohibition but the Ihmial) (lovernmcnt was waliliiin; the results of 
IM'ohibition in otlun' Jbovinces. d'he I’remier assurc'd the llous(‘ that the jtresent 
let!,islation wotild not helj) in increasing the consumnlion ol' iKpior but ()n the 
other hand have a salutary efle.-t in coal.Kjllin ; illi.-it distilia!ion. i\lr. MaNal/arlai, 
Kinance ^linister, said that the objcci, oi the Bill was to iw ulal.e the lapior 
trade and to stop as I'ar as ])ossii>le iHi>-il di^hllation. d'hc < Jo^aa nmeid. he addt'd, 
was prepart'd to pive its support to any indusi i ialist \\!io intended to start 
maniifai-t nriny; baiilcs but so la'\ no one had appioa'-licd the tio\crnmenl, with 
such a reiliH'st. (' ha ninulal said that siU'-e tin; i'uionisl, (!o\o: niiK'ut had 

come into i)owci- in the Bunjab, the cons,ijuption ol lifpior luvl yicatly increased 
as was evidenced liy the use in the nuinla'r of e\.-ise lifenu^s. He, did not 
iimh'island why the (io\ eminent had come out with this Bill to piovide 
fa 'ilities to llu^ disiillers in face ot the mandate ol '.lie elei-toiat'c to uslier in 
a ‘‘ilr>” era. It tin' Bill did become 0]>eratne it would tend h) (diea’pen eountrv 
liquor which was (hniiiuental to the he.dlli ol the pcoph'. Hiwan ('hamanbil 
also took ohb'ction to the wale powers to lu ei\en to tin' pola-e tlirouch this 
legislation. thu'c houis’ debate, the House look into eonsid(a'a(ion the 

Bill by bl ayainst db votes, d’ho eiieulation motion mo'.'cd by Ihinv.i ('haniaidat 
was n'joeteel witlauit a dnision and the House adjourned. 

The Deut Bi:lji;e Bii.l 

26111. FEBRUARY lo IHtli. APRIL:—d'lu', Buniab Ib'lief of Iialehtedness Amoinlmeut 
Bill was taken into eonsideratani to-day and the House po)-ceded to disi'uss the 
Bill clause by i-lanse. 'The Honyiess motion to eireiilate the Bill for the ]»urpose 
of eliciting public opinion on it was reji-cti-d. Mr. Knahna (lapal })utt 
(Honercss) Huec,cstcd that the (Jo\ernm(a)t should cu'aie a 1 >ebt Bedemp- 
tion hbimi and also provide short-teim cheaj) cK'dil. Bir (' laa>l ura m, Hcvclou- 
mi'iit Minister, said tliat. if the (4o\einmenl w'cre to reliexc th(‘ deblois ol their 
burden by iiayiny on ttieir bchalt they would ha\e lo cut down ('xpi'uses on 

education, medical ri'licf, ])oliee, etc., and also inqiose new' taxes. 'I'he Minister 

added that the ( lovci nim'ut had nc\er bi'i'ii in la\our of la'pediaiiin (d' debts, 
d'hey k(‘t>l a balam-e b('tw'ecn capitalism and so ialism. 'riiey did not wuiiit to 

end capitalism but. only some of its objc'riionablc fealnri's. ( )n the 2Stli. Fcl)ruary 

Lain Drr Raj Sa/hi moved an amendment si'ekiny to cx<‘mpt any banking' 

eom]>any reylstered after 1st, A|)iil Irom tin' pro^isions o! (danse .b wdneh 

dcclari'S lh:it the c-ourt, shall det'iu interest lo be excessive it it execcdi'd 71 per 

cent I'cr annum siiirple, interest in the ease of seenit'd loans, or BJA per*^eent 
])er annum siinidc interest in (he east' of iiUseeurt'd loans. Bir Sihan<h,‘r Ih/af 

Khan, the Brcmier said that he would have cp-ully accepted the amendment 

but Ids information w'as that se\('ral “dishonest” nnfm'y-leiiders after the passage 
of the acrarlan legislation had iloated banks in order to ('lade the Money-lenders 
Act. ddie Breinier addt'd that if the tloi’ernment aeeeiitetl the amendment (he 

main object of the Bill wmiihl lie nullilied. 'Lhe amendment was lost witliout, a 
division, dht' House also rt'jt'cted another ameudmi'iit to h'lause moied by J\Ir. 
Chaiidhri Kru^hna (u)JmiI Dntt Bup;'jcstiny; that the co-operative societies should not 
be cxemjited from the provit^ions of the Bill. Bir L'h.atn Jlam, IMinister for 

Hevelopmeut, said that the eo-ot)erative societies slotid on a ddlerent footing 

from individual money-lenders. He said that cooperative socieiies were not a 
new type of money-lenders and open only to ayriculturists. ddie co-operative 

societies were open to all. Lala lifnni San Arhar moved an amendment proposiiij^ 
that an insurer recistcred under the Insurance Act Ib.iy, shoiihl also be 

exempted from tlio provisions of Clause b of the Bill. Tlie amendment which 
was opposed by the Government was lost without a division and Clause b w'as 

passeil. The House then discussed the other clauses on ditTcroiit dates 

and then adjourned till the 15th. April, Avhen the third readinc- of the Bill wuis passed. 
The Bremier, Sir Sikandcr Hyat Khan appealed to the House to pass the measure 
unanimouBly as it would benefit both a;,^i ieulturists and iion-ay^iieulturists and 
was in consonance with the principles of the Congress. Referring to the suggestion 
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of ft (’oiip:rcBB Tncm])or thftl, the honehlp of the Bill Bhoiild be limited to those 
paying- an nminal land rexenne of Bs. hOO, the rrei.nier ]tointed out that the 
jinmber of tlu)se ^^h() ].aid laiul K'venne of moie than Rs. ot'O as 1,875, wheK'as 
thoBC wliom (]i(‘ nicasuic would iIium-I ly hrio'til nnniheied 'J'hey would not, 

ad(led tin; Birniier. exjiect the (ioveinmenl. to enact a separate law fo the former. 
Belonin}:, to tiie rale of interest, on loans which was son^Jit to be fix(Al by lJ)e Bill, 
the rreinier said that the rate I'lojoscd in tlie Bill (7^ ])er eent for secured loan 

and VJA per rent loi un'Se< iiU'(i loan) was fair and (iiuilaltle hotli to the ereditois 

and the debfois. d he I’K inii'i stioji;.dy lepiidiated the Huppeslion that the measuie 

would lead lo liic d( si i net ion of c[cdii in ilu* l’io\ince, *S’/r (_' h liul uravi , Itevclop- 

ment Minister, iiitei \ einnu in tlji' deliale eailn'r, conpiat iilated tlie apricnltuiist 
meinlieis of the Conyicss I'aity on luo.ini; suj poiled the Bill, dhe IMinister 
characterised as inipiaciicahle the pioposal for tlie wipliu; out of the entire 
indebtedness of tlu' Bnoiiice. JI(' said tliat the inteiest alone on an indebteclness 
of fitly ciOK's would anioiit, to ii\e cioks whieh would be a diain on the pitoiiuial 
e\ch('(pier and tlie aeiiculluiisis kinov that uliiniatily it would afhet their i' 0 (l>;('tH. 
An inteiestiuL’ l(‘alui(' ol tl:c Bull was that, it also alioidc<l juotc'clion to non-ap,iicul- 
tuiists whosi'one main lesuh'iilial house was exemi ted lioin aitachmentin e.\ecutioii 
of money ilecicis. dhe main oiijosiiion to the measuie came fiom the Jiidependeiil 
Baity led by Ac/,/../.// A;?/////. It was ) ointed out, that, the Covi'inimnl 

was exjiloitin^ tin* iianu* (d the | otu to bem (it the hip laiidloids. Sii/u'ar JS<ni/(i/Jt 
alleged lliat ))\ lliis Bill all piincii'lcs of juiispi udeuce, equity and faii’play 
liad bei'ii thiowii to tlie winds. He j.ai li«‘ulai ly eiilKisul the ].ro\isi()n whuli 

aeeortled ddleK’iilial Ireaimeiit lo haiikiui: (omj allies as apaiust imli\idual mouey- 
leiidcrs. Sir (ioLiiu IkukL Naunuj, e\-.\liuislcr and immlar of tl.e 1 iide]lendeiit 
J5irty, and Sait/a/ Suhan Siuijh Jus/i (Coupiess) Bupp<‘slcd that tlie entire iudehted- 
iiess slnuild la; wiped olh. Sii (iokulcluiinl Naiaiip ciitieised the evteiided ]ioweis 

of the Couciliation Bornds whn-h had dej.lived the eiNil rouils of their lepilimato 
})Owcrs, ami cxpiessed the belu*l that the Bill would lead to corruplion and would 
destroy the credit ot the i)io\iiiee. 

Financial HrATKMENrr for 1910—11 

1st. IVIAKCil : -A I’erumue <Ieticil rif Jhs. L’8 lidvdis, whirli is eot ered }>y extraordina- 
ly leeeipls ol Bs. .70 hdvhs, with u(> < oiia spomliup txpeuditiire, Jenviiip a Bui-j'lus 
hahiuce ol Bs. A/ l.ikhs was ]('^ea!cd h^ the iouam*e Minister All’. ManoJiar Lai, 
pieseniinp; the hudeel estunates lor the next ^ear t(> the ,\sstud)ly tins alteinooii. 

'('he total estimated lexeuuc K' cqls stand at. Bs. J],7! lakhs and the exi)eiiditnro 
at Bs BJ,0J lakhs. 9 in* (h ti.il is due entiicly to tamiue in Jiissar distiii-t, which 

for a ihiid consemil iv(‘ year seiu'csly a11‘c^‘ts the linam es of the Biovinee. Ih’ovi- 

sion IB beinp ma(h' loi a due. t ev](iKhiuie of Bs. ‘.A lakhs on famine. B>nt tor 
it, iliese esuinales would show* 0 leMum* surplus of Bs. I lakhs. Further there is 
liKi'ly to he a loss oi i(*\eiiiu* in additional sns]■ensious and lemissiruis of Bs. IJ 
lakhs, jUoeeediiiL' on the basis of mumal khaiit in 1910 , qhe tamiiie, thus, said 
the l*'inaneo jMiiiislci-, Im.s woisened oiir finances to the ('xtent ol Bs. 49 lakhs, 
blit, its existen a* biinps once apain into relief ilu* (*ssenlial soundness ol our linan- 
ees. ddie reMs(*d (h'licit hu' the eniient, yeai is Bs. 49 lakh.s, due to a direct famine 
expenditure of Bs. 79 lakhs and special loss in K'venne, hi'cansc of aluiormal 
suspensions and remissions, of Bs. 1(1 laklis. But lor (he tamiue thme would have 
lieen a revenue surplus of no less u mapiiitude (lian Bs. .'19 lakhs. No new taxati.m 
is projiosed and acOon on the r(*port ot the Bunjali Rcsouici's and flelrcnehnient 
Committee is di'leiud until the verdict of tJie Assembly is available. 

A eomparison of the bud;.'el estimates for the next year with the revised 
rstimates for ciirient, y ar rcM'iils an (htimaled improvement of Bs. 17 lakhs under 
liaiid Itevenuc (press). A ii()licea])Ie feature tliat promises to last is the steady and 
welcome increase under receij-ls under the iMolor Veliicles Act. 

Increased cx]'emlilure on account of expandinp irrigation projects and on Bene¬ 
ficent departments is a eharacteiistie featuie of the whole financial policy of the 
present Uovernmeiit ever since April JhoT, said the B’inaiice Minister. The llaveli 
Project, which wuis an advieved fact durinp the current year, will provide perennial 
irrigation to more than lialf a million acres and non-peiennial irrigation to about 
halt a million acres. The estimated cost of the Tliall I’roject, which has been taken 
in hand, is afiout Bs. 7i crores caleulated on pre-war rates and the headwoiks are 
not expected to be ready before A}u-il, 1919. 

Referring to tiic Bhakra Dam J’roieet, the Finance Minister said ; “The importance 
of providing irrigation to the parched districts of ilissar and Rohtak has been 
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broHf^ht home to hr all with partienlar emphaBis during the past two yeorB, Avhen 
(xovernment has had to spend hs. ‘J,? crores in direet and indirect relief, and I 
Btand to assure the House and those districts that not a day is heinf;' wasted in 
cominji: to ]>ractical {;ri)>s with the many iwoblems iiuolved in the scheme.” 

Exi)lainin^ t)ie growth of hencticent expenditure, I\Ianohai- Jyal said : “There 
is larger jnovision to atlai'k illiteracy on which the Ministry has declared a relent¬ 
less w'ar, and f;irls’ education continues to receive increasing attention. Puitees 

](),()(X) are to he t^iven as scholarships to weavers and s])ecial classes and a ]U'ovision 
of Ps. dll.OtXt has been ma<le for soldieis’ chihlren. Hciiemes for the BU])ply of 
drinkinij; water arc to cost Hs. one lakh and there is a special provision of Its. 
](),(KKi for wells for the scheduled castes. Some provision is made for pi-ants to 
educated youn^ men to lielj) them in starting; handicrafts and village industiics. 
'J'ho ])rovincial additional ]>ohce is bcin^ maintained and war inanls have; necessitated 
further strengthening- of our police force. The ^lowin^ e\ il of counterfeiting!, of 
coins has also involveil expenditure, as it lias lieen found necessary to pro^idc a 
special statl for the detection ot (‘ascs of this serious olli nce ” 

Striking figures of land revenue suspensions and i-mnissions were j^iven by 
the Finance Minister, wdio said: ‘S'^ince the ]>resent Ministry came into jHiwiu’ 

Hiisj>ensions and remissions have totalled Its. as aeainst Ifs. 1,17,117,tXXl 

for the three years immediati'ly ]>re(‘edin^ the inau.miralion of Provincial Autonomy.” 
J’iie Finance ^Minister called attention to the fact tliat during; the current year 
the land revenue suspensions and remissions amounted to as much as the 
aicereitate tor the three years immediately ])recedina, Piovincial Autonomy. Water 
rate remissions disclose a similar jiosition. For next yeai’, allowaive is hein^' 
made under laud revenue sus}>pnsions and remissions to the amount of Ps, 
and under abiana remissions to iJie amount of Ps. Ld lakhs. 

Voting on P>uj)Get Dicmanos 

9tli. to 29th. MARCH Votin'!: on Budget demands for plants commenced on the 
9th, March and after two days’ debate, the Govornment demand for a p,r,int of Ps. 
h’],:Fh9()() in respect of Indiistiies was passed. A cut motion of SurJar Juihadar Savtokh 
Loader of the Independent l*arty, w'as neualived by 81 votes to 85. Windinp; 
up the di'hatc. Sir Cfthotaarrn, Alinisler for 1 )evelo]>ment, ('xi>lained the a(‘hic\'einen(8 
of the industries department since the advent of ])ro\incial autonomy. 'I'he JMinisler 
reminded the House that the Punjab xvas the first ]U‘ovince in India to undertake 
an industrial survey on a ]>rovin<-ial scale, ft was also the fiisi in slarlinp, a Stoo'S 
Purchase i)(!i)artmcnl,. J’he JMinister then reterred to the various acts enacted liy 
the House for dev(‘lo])inp, and cncoiirap,inp, industrial develojunent of the ])ioviuce. 
Sir Clihoturam ]iaid a tribute to the ])iese.nt Director of Industries, Pai Bahadur 
Ivamlal, who would be retirinp; in Aup,ust next after a brilliant career, and won.hi 
be sneeeedcd i)y a diHtinp^uished ISlwHlim Olliccr. ChoinUm K/ishva Gopa! JJutt 
(Ounp,ress) charp,cd the Premier with iie]'otism for appointinp, liis brother-in-law 
as Director of Industries in the jOaco of Pai flahadur Pamlal. The latter, he 

said, was a most ea]>uhle Gtlicer. He did not understand why his services were 

heinp; terminated. Nawah Mnzaffar Khav deplored the “commiinal tendencies” of 
those who criticised the a]>])ointment of a Muslim in succession to the imesent 
Director of Industries. Sir Gokulchaiul Naraiuj said that the industry as a whole 
was not nourishing- in the province. Neither the ]>revioiiR nor the present Ministry 
had been alile to do much for industrial development. Sir WilUam Robcrti^ 
thought that the high rate ot interest liamj)ered the growth of industries in the 
province. He complained of Government’s miserliness in granting aid to industries. 
On the 15th. March, after, tw’o days’ full-dress debate, the Government demand for 
the grant of Ps. 93,08,800 in respect of General Administration was voted, 'j’jio 
Opnosition Party’s cut motion which sought to discuss the ])olicy of the Government 
umlerlying general administration, w'as negatived by 70 votes to*30. With a view to 
enabling the Gongress members to attend the Congress t^ession, the Asscmibly 

dispersed to meet again on the 80t.h instant. Over a dozen members participatecl in 

the debate on the 15th. The speakers of the Opinisition I’arty charged the Unionist 
CioverniTicnt with siip])reBBing civil liberties and banning the entry in the luoviuce 
of distinguished ]>olitical leaders of India. They fiirtlicr alleged that securities 
amounting to Ks. 8,88,000 had been demanded while securities amounting to Ps, 
15,500 liad been forfeited by the present Government. Tliey also accused the Govern¬ 
ment of demoralising the Press. Keplying to the debate, 8ir Siknndcr IJyat Khan 
regretted that yesterday’s debate was below the dignity of the House and warncel 
the Congress members that, if they did not change their attitude, the Congress 
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would be liqnidalecl, itj Ibe province. The rremier appealed to the Congrcsemen to 
‘'beliave ]>iopeily” and co-operate with him in the welfare of the ])rovinco. Compa- 
riiifj, the tipnrcs of ciimcs in the 1‘unjab wi(h thoi-o in tlie United Ihovinces, iJie 
Ihcmier Blah'd that there had been a huficr incrcBc in crimes in IJ. 1’. after tlie 
advent of the provincial autonomy than in the run jab. One emicr stron[;ly 
reiuidiatcd tlie allepalions that tlic Government had deinoralistd the Ihess. lie read 
out a comnuinication from mcml)ers of the ITess (Jallery lodpinp, their strong 
protest against the allegations made against the ]‘unjab I’rcss by eertain menil)ers of 
the <)j)}>()Bilion. iMitjor Klazar Kh(n/ 'J'twdnu, IMinisler for J’ubhe Woibs 

and Mutn Ahdul Unjuc, IMinistcr lor Education, also rc]>li('d to the criticism 
levelh'd against their res])ec.tive Dcitartments. On Urn 28ih. Rlarch, the ]'.olicy 
of the rublic W'oiks Itej'aitment, was criticised during vlie cUEate raised on 
a token cut nn(h>r the dcmainl for grant for Ds. ](>,(iP.Ot)() in re8])eet of cliargcs 
on the r’liblie Works l>epartrnent, Buildings and Boads Establishment. Sardar 
K(i} iir SiTigfi ])rjiuled out that 54 lakhs were being spent auniudly \)y the 
Government on the ])rovincial roads wliose total mileage was 4 tliousand, 
wlu'reas a paltry grant of 4 laklis had been given to the District B-oards 
for the maintenance of their mads wliosc mileage was twenty thousand. He niged 
that the grants to the Distiict Boards in this resj'Oct should be increased as the 
roads maintained by them diri'ctly benefited the rural iHvgulation. A sugeeslion 
to rose a loan of three ciores of rupees tor the })urposes of nn'talling two thousand 
miles of roads in the Bunjab, was made liy IMr. Atniad Ah, Bri\ale 1‘ailiamentniy 
8e(Metary to the Bremier. 4110 cut motion which was sjionsored by tlie ()])]!OBition 
l>ro\ided an opioitunily to the membeis of the iMinisterial ]>arty to voice the 
grievances of their rcB]!eciive constituents. Al)OUt a dozen members mostly from 
IMinisteiial benches itaiticipated in the debate wdiich remained inconclusive, (hi 
the 2ifth. March, guillotine was a])plied by the SjH’akc?' while the demand for 
grant in reR]>ect of the Bublic Woiks Dej'artment, was under discussion. The re¬ 
maining thiity (h'mands for grants including I’olice, Agriculture, Education, 
Administration of Justice and Eand Bevenuo amounting to over eleven erores of 
rupei's wei'e voted without any diseussioin By mutual arraugement between the 
Ministerial and the Opposition ]iartieH, h out of .4.3 demands were selected and were 
fully discusBed for It) days. J liey amounted to about Bs. 82 lakhs only. 44ie ()]>]ositiou 
ebanned a division on the Bolice grant which was, however, ])assed by 38 votes to 21. 

BaIS' on KiIAKSARS—IT llOMlliJl’S ENrJ.ANAl'ION 

2(:ih. MARCH :—J’lie Assemlily rejected to-day by 93 votes to 43 the adjournment 
motion relating to the recent liiing in Lahore moved by INIr. K. L. Gauba, after a 
eont]'iehensive statement made by the Biemier, Sir Gikandar Hi/nt KJian, on the 
eir* um'^tances relating tti the tiling. The Ihcmiei’s annoiiceement that the Govern¬ 
ment would give due coiisldeiation to that I'art of the Muslim Eraguc resolution 
wiocli urged for tlie eaucellaticn as soon ns ]>ossible of the order deelariiig tlie 
Khaksar Association unlawful w’as greeted with ])roloiiged api>lause. Esjdaiuing 
his reasons for iiujiosiiig the ban on the Khaksnis, ^‘tkandw Kyat Khan 
remimlrd the Douse that the ban on the activities of semi-military organisations 
in the I’unjab, which mimliercd 18, had been imi.o.sed in ies[!Oiisc to a demand 
fmm the ])nblic and all sections of the House, including the header of Tic 
Op]tositiou, who were taken into eoufidence beiore the dec-isiou was taken. He added 
that no Govern men t could allow private armies to fuuetion. 

8ir Hikniuler stated that siimc the ban wnis im]!Osed, cerlniu ]irople had heeii 
tning to exploit the situation for their own ends and weie deleimined to mar 
tlie success of the Muslim League session and bring the Ministry into disrepute. 
He leveahd that all possible ]irec-autioiiB were taken to pievcut any incident on 
March 21 and a gas Bcpiad was also kejit ready. 

The Bremier related the events on IMareh 19 which led to the firing. He 
said that when the Senior Sn}>ciintendent of Boliec and the Deputy Bn];erintench'nt 
of Boliee were seriously injured, there was no ofheer left to control the ])olice wlio 
opened tire. No order was given by any responsible oflieer. It was now for llio 
Eiicpiiiy Committee which had alrcany been aiqiointcd to take evidence and come 
to a eonclnsion on the matter. After paying a tribute to the two officers wTio 
were injured, the Premier gave the easnallies as 32 killed. The Premier also hinted 
that action would be taken against people responsible for im-iting the Khaksars to 
break the law. He revealed that several meetings had been held at the house of 
a member of the Punjab Assembly where Khaksars were incited to break the law. 
At this stage, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Deivan Chamanlal raised a 
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point of order and requesled the Premier <o name the member, but ibe Speaker, 
Sir lShah(ih-u(}~din Haul lliat lie Mould not allow liiin to name the member. 

Referiiiif; to the reBolution of tbe All-Indiji MuBlim League, the J’remier Baid 
that if he found that the Khaksins’ oi^anisalion Mas no lonjjcr violent and the 
Klndcsars intended to continue only their social activities, lie Mould ^Jve due con¬ 
sideration to that part of the resolution Mhich asked for cancellation, as soon as 
]>OBsihlc, of the order de.dariuj:, the Ivliaksais’ Association as unlawful, d'ho 
Jh'emier asKuied the House that th.e (Jovernment would do everything to secure 
])urity of invesli^nition and Sjaire nobody hoM’c^el• hijj^h placed he mi<4ht he. The 
motion when ])Ut to vote was lost by 9d votes to 

ruN.TAi; War Seuvick Bill 

lltli, APRIL : —Sir f^'d'dinlcr Ihiat Klurn moved to-day that the Puniah Le^jis- 
lative Assembly (Whir Seivicc) Ihll, M’ldch Mas ch'siyned lo ]n(Aent numbeiship of 
any of His Maji'sU’s iorccs or the Jiohline, of an otii<c undci' the Jahiicc 
Hci ertmcnt in (onucction Mith th.e M'ar bciiu; a disiiualitlealiou for niemlior- 
shi[> of the Piinjah Assembly, be taken into considciation. Sariiai doiKin 
Sf?i(/h Ji)sli ((h)ny.icss) mo\(‘d th.at the P)!!! he ciiculated for the ])urjiose of 
eli'dtintt o]>inion tlicrcnjinn liy dune 1. Mr. .losli lepicsenlcd the C'on^KSS 
;ic\v]»oint on the juosecution of the Mar and said that thi'V (ould not, siibsciibc 
to the unconditional sujijxuM to the Ihitish (ioAeinment to Mhich the ihinjab 
Ministry had pledged lliemsc'lves. ]\/ajor Ah (Unionist) said that the 

ChnijiresR did not, lei-rrsimt the Aih.ole of India and consisted mostly ol non- 
mailial classes, dhc circulation motiem Mas K'iccled by 11 loti'S aeainsl, Ki and 
the House took the Pill into considciation. lU'idymn to the debate on the second 
leading;, the rwnuvr said that a similar measuie Juul been ]tassed )»y the Ihitish 
luiliament in a Icm^ minutes. Jfe ]H)inted out that they Meie not, responsilrle 
for the errors ol the Piilish in the jiast or even to-day and s;iid that the time 
had come M'hcn the chains ol hondaye Mcie about to be broken and any wo nji, 
step on tlu'ir ]tai't at this moment MOidd aj^ain stien>^lhen the liold of P,ii,,in. 
hhe Piemiei- added that daneer was ahead and they should ludp the Ihiii'-li 
Mitli a licw lo retaining their omu indirjiendcnce. Jn the J’unjab they would 
have to fi};ht, tor iJieir veiy existence and it would he a. wronc, tiolicy to non- 
co-opeiate with Ihitaiu hecausi; it liad not. accepted the denuuid lor a Coustituent 
Assembly or tlie Pakistan Scheme, d'h-c ihll was ]>assed by (id voles to 18. 

Chi. P. C. Axn.Ni). P>inE 

22nd. lo 25tth. APRIL : Hie hon'hle Air. Mavuharhth Einanee Alinister, 
ini rodnei'd on the L'dml. the t’udc of I'jiminal Piocedure (runjah Ammidmenl) 
Ihll. wliieli sou^'ht lo U'store to Section 87 of the Indian E\idencc Act, 
UT'J, tire nu'ainne whicli had pcneially been attached to it in the ]>iist, 
namely, that so much ol a coulession made to a ] olice ollicer, or while in the 
custody oi a ]'ohce oiheer, ma> he proved as may have led to any ]'ai1icuhir 
discovi'iy. d'he Ihl had heiai necessiiateil by a leci'nt h'ull Jk'ucli ruling of tlie 
Jaihore Hiyh hourt which held by a majority that tb.e amendmeuts made in 
8('ction 1(L' of the Code of (himimd Ihocediire in IlL’.d, }ia\e, hy implication, 
K’l-cjdi'd 8(‘clion 87 of the Imhan E\idence A(‘t. The Fnutnee Minmter a<;recd to 
the suy,jiesliou of tlie < h'position to lefer the (rKle of Ciiminal Procedure 
(I’unjal) Amemlmenl) Ihil to a 8(de(‘t Committee, the rejiort of which was moved 
on the 2{;‘tli. April. 'J wo Cotiaress memhers, in a minute of dissent, attached to ilic 
Eelcct C,ommiU('e Iha-orl, ]ioiuted out that any alteration in ISeclion ItVi could be 
left to the Central Lciitslalure as tin; Code was an All-Tiidia Act. AIix Harilal 
(Congress), su).i)oited hy ih'wan Cliamanlal, Hepnty l^eader of the (J])posit,ion, 
and others objected to tlie consideration of the Bill on the };ronnd that it wais 
nljKi nres. Hic objection was, however, rnled out fry tire tSpeaker. Chandliri 
Kn^^hnagojxil Indi (Con{;res8> then moved for tlie circulation of the Bill for 
the ])uri)ose of elicitiuo- public opinion tliereon hy lUsi January 1941. This 
motion was icjected hy 0> io8S votes and the House took the Bill into consideration 
hy hi to 88 votes. The Bill w'as i)assed hy hh Y(>te8 on the 87th. On the 29th. 
April 8ii' Chhohirarn, Development Minister, moved that the Ihurjab Trade 
Km]iloyees’ Bill as reported hy the l^elect C'Ommitlec he taken up for diaeussiou. 
9 lu^ Bill sou};ht to limit hours of work of shop as.sislanls and commercial 
employi'CR and to make certain re|>,ulations concerning their holidays, wages and 
leims of service. The House then adjourned. 
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Budget Session—Karachi—26th. January to Ist. April 1S40 

KesK;NATION OF HiNDU MINISTERS 

The Sind Tje;»;i8lritive Assembly, which commenced its Budi^ct session at 
Karaehi on the 26th. January 1040, adjourned without tiunsaclin^ any basincss on 
the motion of Miss Jethi Siphakimalani, Hcimty Speaker, who said that to-day 
being the Tndependenee Hay, tlie Congress group had important functions to attend. 
Hence she requested the Speaker to aeljouni the House for the day. The Premier, 
Khan Bahaduv Allah Baknh .expressed his sympathy with the Bentiments of the 
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mover of the motion and the Speaker, Mr. Miran Mohamed Shah, put the motion 
Biiyiii^j: that it was intended to resi>cct the feelings of the Conj^ress group. No 
m<nnl)or objected and the Speaker adjourned the Houbc. 

''I'wo Hindu MiniBters, Mr. Nichaldas Vazircim and Mr. Dialmal Doiihitram^ 
tendered resignations of their olhee tliis morning in obedience to the Hindu ]*aity’s 
mandate, liao Suhib GoJctihiaa^ l‘arliamentary Secretary, also resigned, ddie 
resignations were a sequel to the decision taken at a meeting of the Hindu Indepen¬ 
dent mem))Grs of the Assembly on the eve of its budget session, dlie party, })y 
a majority, decided to withdraw its sup[)ort to the Allah Baksh Ministry and to go 
into the opposition. 

Ad.iouhnmhnt Motions Rnj.co ottt 

?-7th. JANUARY ; The (JovernmerH, of Sind did no desire under the present 
circumstances to control piices of foovlslutls, staled Premi('r Khan Bahadar Allah 
BaLsh doling tlie discussion on the admissibility of an ailjouinment motion tiibled 
by Mr. Ji\ K. SiJhiva to dismiss the iailure of the Government to conlrol piices. 
Till', Speaker, oir. iMinni Afohaiit'-d Idhah, ruled tlie motion out of order, d'iie Hindu 
Independi'iils weie oi’ciipying the o])position benclies. The Sjieaker announced that 
he had le^M'ived as many as 10 adjournment motions, all from tlie (k)iigress lienches- 
A lively dismission followed the annoniicemi'nt on the question whether an adjouin- 
nient moOon Jiad the same ellect as a no-conlidmice motion. The J^ramcr suggest¬ 
ed that instead of tabling 10 adjournment motions the Congress l>aity couid as 
well liavc tabh'd a no-cou(idenee molion, thus saving time without interrupUng 
the noimal business of the House, d'he (kmgress membeis (‘oiOeiided that an 
adjournment motmn amounted to censuring the Go\ernment ]H)licy, but when it 
was can led it, was not imuinibent, on the iMinistry to resien as in tlie case oi a 
no-;'Oiitiden 'C motion, with which contention the Sj'eaker agreed. Taking tiio 
motions one by one, the S j),-a I ,ruled out of order the lirst motion idating to 
ihe minder ol JVuaghat liam in September and the second on lll(^ ]uiu ailing 
lawlessness in Sind. 'The next motion by the same nuunber to dismiss the 
failure o.^ Government to '^•ontrol tlie jiriires of loodr^tulls i)rodneed another lively 
debate The; Speaker aske.d the mover whether it was of judilie imi'.nrlanee as the 
majoiity of agnmilturists desiied a lise in lu'ices. d'lie I’reniier admitted tliat the 
matter was of piibli'- importance. 'J’hc (Jovernment could always control ])riccs 
il they desiied, but he disjuited tlie urgency of the matter. The ])rices bad 
already eome dowui, not gone iij). Tlie Sjieaker, liowevcr, took the view that the 
matter was not of public im])()rtanee ami ruled out the motion. 

VAiHts Hakims Bum. 

The House thereafter passed all the three readings of the Vaids and Hakims 
Bill moved by Mr. Nichaldas Bticiran/. it was a Government measiiie. 

COURECTION IN NoN-OrKUUAl. BlJ.LS 

20th. and JOth. J.ANUARY ^An im])Oitant ruling on a jinint of order raisial 

by the Bremicr, wluOlier the Speaker has the ]>ower to amend or to makt- an 

important eorroction to a non-o!lieial Bill on his own inilialive liefore its introiluc- 
tion, was giien by the Siicaker, I\lr. Mtr,n} Mohd. Bh'di, on tlu^ dOtli. Tiic .Premier 
raised an objeetion on the 29th. to Mr. Sidhwa's Ihll seeking to repeal the 
Criminal Law Amendment Aet of 1992 on the ground tlial> the Speaker aided 

beyond his iiow'ers in carrying out a subslantivc change in the year on his own 
iniliative to the original Bill, tabled by the mover seeking to rejieal the Aet of 
P.) which icipiircd the sanction of the Governor-General. Mr. Niehaldas 
Pazirani, cx-iTinisicr, who liad crossed the floor on the 3Uth, and occuihcd the scat 
of the Ligider of tlie Opposition, held that there was only one Criminal Law 

Ai't which was passed in 1992 and the snhsequent Act of 1990 was an amending 

one giving permanence to the old Act. Moreover, leave was granted by the House 

only to tlie ])resent Bill and no objection ivas raised at the time of introduction 
and the House could not take cognisance of what had transpired before leave for 
introduction was granted. ITjiholding the ])oint of order, the i^pcaker ruled that 
Ids predecessor had transgressed his iiowers in carrying out a correction and the 
Bill before the House was that seeking to repeal the 1933 Act, which required the 
previous sanction of the Govcriior-GeiiGral and hence was out of order. 

IhiESS Act Kepeal Bill 

Q,uick progress thereafter was made by the House and as many as 19 

non 'Official Bills were disposed of within two hours. They were either dropped, 
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withdrawn or rojoctcd. Thoro was a heated dehate on Mr. Sidhwa^s Bill to 
repeal the rndian Tjcss Emergency PowerH Act. The hon. Sir Ghulam 

Husiicin Hiildiid tulla'. , op})osin‘ 4 ’ it, pointed out that even in Congress 
l)rovinceM, no})o(ly liad sought to repeal the measures .iiid in ^Sind, where 
communal tension ]>revaile(l, it was necessary that tiie (lovern men t should 

he armed with more ])owers. He instanced certain articles in journals 

written before and after the Sukkur riots which wore respousil)le tor hundreds of 
communal murders. This statement w'as the si;i;ual for an excliaupc ot words 

hetween members of tlic Muslim iieae;ue and the Law ]Miuist('r. t'ornludin^, Sir 
Ghulam Hussain assured the Houses that the (Jovernnumt did not d('sire to (Control 
liberty of normal activities of the Jhess in any way. The Bill was reiected. 

The BjtoHJju rioN Biei. 

Ifit. FEBRUARY :—The Assemidy ]>assed the first and second readings to-day 
of a Bili which sought to restrict the consumption of intoxicants liy the i)ublic, 
]>rohil)ited the consumption of intoxicants at religious and chantalile places and also 
])rohii)it,ed iiersons below the age ot twenty }eais consuming it at any place in the 
proviuci'. During the deliate, the hon. Khan Jiaha lnr Alla Bus, Ihemier stated 
that the (io\ernment liad di'cided to bring about total ])iohibition by stages, 'riiere 
vvas general siipixnt to the measure though members of the Congress Party 
expressed the opinion tliat. tb(! hguslalion had not taken them far enough lint stated 
that, they wholch( 3 artedly sui>]‘oi'tcd t,hc ineasuie. Si>cakiuu on the lirst reading 
of the Bill, the Jhmnier admitted that the Bill was not all that was required. He 
ladieved that^ his inili.-y of [(un’gerauce would in course ()f time lead towards total 
J’rohibilion. The provimi'at {ucsent Avas not in a ])osilion to undertake a full- 
fledged ]n'og'ramme of Brohihilioii but it AA'ould be luonglit. about anytime when 
finances permitted, lie assmded them tliat by tins h-islation the younger generation 
could be prevented from acquiiing the drink haliit.^ When the necessary money 
was found tlie (lovernuKuit Avamld ertiduallyby not iticalions impose more restricdioiis 
by the raising of the age limit. Belcriing to tlic ciiticism that the Bill atlected 
only a small percentage of the popnlat.ion, the ibemier said that there were a 
number of charitable houses where peoi>le colie* led and indulgcfl in intoxicants 
and drug smoking. It suidi ]daces Avere (dosed a laree number of iicople could be 
lueAcnted from acquiring the habit., 'Ihe elimination of diink would mean 
pnrilication of the village and the town, the life ol the l eople in general. With 
regard to certain objections raised by the European mcmbeis, the ]Tenner assured 
them that the Coveinment wom' ]ue|.arcd to exiunpt the European community frcim 
the purview ot the Bill. Mr. l\ ichalda s T (/ru/x.'/n, c\-aiinistcr, Mr. Lazalar (IMusliiii 
la ague) and Miss Jclh Sijnthinnlani ((Tiuen'ss) commended the Bill to the 
liousc. Mv. Mrhla characterised the Bill as a camoullagc and appcMcd 

P» the Bremicr to Aviilidraw the Bill ainl to bring in a real and better Brohibition 
Bill. Discussion of the Bill (danse by (daiise was Hum taken up and eomduded. 
An amendment exempting the j'airoi>eau eommunity from the oiteratiou of the 
legislation was accepted by the (dovcnimeiit. 

Daav a OUDEII IN 

5th. FEBRUARY : "Mr. A. S, Bauuiavi moved to-day an adjournmont motion 
to discuss the Ibukkur riot situation and condemn the (.Ioa eminent in this 

coune(d/K 3 n. dhc iTcmicr made a long statement, and after luither s]Aeeelics the 
motion \auis talked out. The IT'Omier, IMr. Allah JUts, (lej)lorcd the cout in nance of 
a state of lawlessness in Sukkur District and announced that the Coveinment Avas 
})reparcd to appoint a Select Committee to devise Avays and means to cojic with 
the situation, whieli, he admitted, was a grave blot on the fair name of the ITovince. 
The ITemier also assured the House that, with a \ iew to iiieiileatnig a feeling 
of brotherhood between the two major communities and a sense of responsibility 
on the imit of the majority community, the Covcrnuicut was Avilling^ to provide 
the fullest opjioii.iiuity and allot the necessary funds therefor. Ihc liemier 

characterised the recent happenings at Sukkur as disgraceful for which he laM the 
responsibility on a section of the Muslim Leaguers and such ot the Hindu leaders 
who, unmindful of the consequences, indulged iu provocative uttcraiu'es particumrly, 
at the Hindu Sabha (Mnfereuce presided over by Dr. Moonje. Dealing with the 
causes of the riots, the ITemier, in the course of hi.s statement said that, in order 
to gain political power at whatever cost, one section had resorted to undesirable 
methods, even creating a state of lawlessness. This was chiefly responsible for this 

conflagration, It would be disastrous for the province if the idea was allowed to 
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strcnj;lh Uiat ends, political or otherwise, could be {gained by resorting- to 
aK^ression. }le never expected that liis IVInslim brothers would bo forget themselves 
and the ii”l»ts of tlieir non-Muslim neij;lil)onrs in the villn;;es, as to indulge in 
Bueli an or^y of loot aiid arson in the villar’cs and resort shamelessly to kidna})i)ing 
of Hindu womenfolk and molestation of their honour. 

Ivefeniiif; to the iManzileah issue, the Ihernier said that the matter was not 
easy of solution. On the one luvnd \\erc ]ieo]de who honestly believed that one of 
the Man/.ileah buihlin-s was a moscpie and therefore it should be restored to the 
Muslims. On tlu) other iiand, (here was a se-tion which honestly held 
thal^ none of the lilanziliAah buildines liad ever been a mostpie. ^'et another section 
})clieved that e\eii il it was a mos(pie, its restoration to tlie ?duslims was likely to 
be a source of eoustant Iriction Ix-lween (lu! major communities on acc,f)unt, of the 
buildings bein';' in ]>ro\imily ol th.e Sudhl)ela shnne. Yet another s^'cijon wished to 
exploit the sh.uatit>n for political cuds. 4 he Oovern incut wcri’ tully conscious of 
the exti'cmc dcsiiahility of an eaily solution but unlortiinatcly when the matter 
seemed nearini; a ilccision, the Muslim la'acue Ih*s(oratiou Oommitteo threatened 
OoveniiiKMit, with Sa!\acjaha unless the Oo\ ernnnmt decided to surrender. Keplyinp; 
lo the (piesti'cn, why (he (iovi'rnmcnt did not take immediate action to end the 
apitati Ml, tlic Trt niicr said, ostrnsi'nly the aLitators had not (cxceedetl the Ixmnds 
of lawful action wiiatcwr he the nudiMcroand ]vropa,janda. ddic Government also 
ho)K’d that better sense would eventually prevail and the Ih'storalion Commit,teo 
would acree to eonu' to satisladm’y nndeistandine, between them and tlie (tovern- 
inent. d'Jio Itestoiatioii Cvimuiiitce eolli'.-U'd a huce number oi volunteers little 
realising Ihe couseip.ienee ol its action. (ioMunmcni, Icaicd that immediate sup¬ 
pression of tlie moM'im'ut. wo'.dil iinohe iisi' ol miieh io;ee and leleasixl ])risoners 
in the hope that, when ].assions had subsided the Commitlee would realise the un- 
Avisdom ol <M-catiim a situation whidi was liaucht with the preatcsl dancer to luihlie 
•jicaco and salely. Tlieicaller, the (Jovernmenl, di’cidcd to make one more etrorl 
Aviih a \ ie\v to a\oidiMu. seiioiis coaseqnences arisum out. of the iisi? of force, d'he 
(iovernment poi. into contact witli the Cduiirman of (lie Itestoration C’ommitlee who 
ri'pi('scnied to them tliat he ami some other mcmi;ers wei*e doiny tlicir best to 
imliice the Coannittce to aeiee to a settlement, hut the majoiily of tlie Committee 
wore not aereeahle. Extensions of time were olilaincif liy (he Ciiairmnn Avith a 
vii'w in s*'curiiu; the consent of the non-assentin.i; niemhers of the Committee. 
When their etroils had tailed, the Cdiairman ami his supporters did not Avash 
their hands oil'the Commit,tee with the result tliat a teelini; ut disohedienee to Cfovern- 
ment’s orders was aioiised amon,i; the ]>eoj)le. The ilindus siiindtaneously cariied 
on an ayilation and the Hindu tkjnfereneo at Sukkur iimh'r the i»residentship of 
Dr. A](H)})jr added wi'i^ht in the same direction, The result. Avas that tlie Covei’iiment 
was comi)clleil to use lorce, assert, its aiUhoiit.y and take iiosscssiou ol the buildings 
the tsatya<;rahi vohiuteors liad lureilily taken possession of. 

‘AVliat is the solution” ? asked the Piemier. He eon tinned, in the (Jovernment’s 
oi)inion, it Avas necessary to ereale a feelini; of respeet for law and order, and 
p,oodvvill and harmony between the communities. 44ie former Avas not attainalilc aa 
Ion;; as lluisc responsible for the disturbances were not ni'idc to lealise that their eon- 
dnet Avas ])ositi\ely harmful to society and lor that purpose inflict on them the neces¬ 
sary vumislimcnt Avliich would serve as a lesson to others. Eor sceurinj^ the latter 
object, the (fovernment Avas ])rei)ared to carry on piojiaeanda with a view to incul- 
eatin;; amoni; the pajople in the villai'.es a sense of rcspomsibility. This duty jiarti- 
eularly must be lealised b> the majority eomniunity of meatinp; a sense of security 
amon;; the few non-Muslims liviipi; in their midst. 4’hc Coicrnmeiit Avas ])rcpared 
to make available the necessary funds and opportunities for the attainment or this 
end. Invitine; the ddlerent y,roups in the Assembly to extend co-operation in 
endinii; the dejdorable state of altairs, the rreiuier asked the Muslim Leaguers 
not only to condemn those ri'sponsiblc for the creation of such a situation 
but eo-operate with the Covcriimcnt in bringiiu; all the otrenders to book. 

4'hc rremicr regretted that the Hindu Jiidopendeiit group had thought 
fit to Avithdraw ils represcritatives from the Cabinet at tliis juncture when 
their help was most needed and eharaeterised this action as unwise and hoiied 
that better sense AA^ould iirevail and ihe Iharty Avould extend its fullest 
eo-operation. Turning to the Congress group, the rremier said, he hoped that tho 
(Umdhi-Viceroy talks would solve the constitutional tangle and make it 
possible for the Congress Ministries to resume othce in various provinces. 
Government might then be in a position to ask the Congress group to 
share with the CTOvernraent the responsibility for the government of feind. 
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Until then, as lonp; as his Government continued in ofhee, he hoped that the 
usual support on the basis of merits of each measure would continue to be 
extended to him. Concluding, the I*rcmicr said that if the motion was talked out, 
the Government would take it that the House preferred the a))pointment of a 
Committee to suggest ways and means to meet the situation. I'’ liowevcr the 
motion was pressed to a division, the j‘reniier prayed that the dis('URsion 
would be closed in time to allow for voting. If the motion was carried, he 
would louder resignation of olTice to-morrow morning, as it was no use 
sticking to office which was no i^cd of roses. 

Moving his adjournment motion, Mr. //. S, Pannunii suggested reshuffing of 
the Ministry to assure the people tliat lawlessiK'ss would end and ]'eace would 
be restored. He accused the Governinent of failure of the execution of its 
primary functions of maintaining law and order. Lawlessness still continued 
and if the Minister for Law and Order was responsible for tlic s^ale of 
affairs, ho should have taken on liimself responsibility for it and resigned, or 
if the Premier was responsible then Ijc should liave resigned. Not only the 

Hindus but many Muslims had suffered. Adveiting to the Premier’s statement, 
he made it clear to the House that lie was not satisfied with it and was 
not going to tolerate lawh'ssness anunorc. The Minister should have been in 
Hukkur when the riot broke out. He had not diseharged Ids duties properly 
and nad ))elied the trust, re])osed in him by the I’cojdc. 

Nearly half a dozen siieakcrs followed the mover. Kh(,n Bdlntdur KJmro, 
Leader of the Muslim League J'arty, ri'futed the charges hovelled against 

the Muslim League. Referring to the accusation that the iManzileah movement 
was started liy them with the ulteiior molne to seek jioner, lie said, the 

movement liad started as caily as 1957, when the IMuslim League liad not 
come into the ]>icture. Men cover, tlie 8atyagraha moveiw'iit, had liccn conducted 
by the T^eague in a i>eaceful manner and only when the Government had 
arrested h'aders and used foice and other nu'asures to eject the ^atyagrahis 
from Mau/ileah, the tioidde stalled. He, howcoei, exjucssed siuccresi sympathy 
with the Butrerers and was soj ry for nhat liad happened in (he disliict. He 
was ]>ie)>ared to co-o]',erate wlili the Hindus in vhate\er Avay to restore 

harmony. In eonclnsion he eliaieed the Pn'inier vith ‘‘procraslinalioii and 

lack of foresight”, which had n'sulted in the disasti'ous liots. 

i\)L jMoIkui appealed to the members of the House to j-iit tlicir shoulders 
to ihe, ^^lu'cl and iulp the Go\eiiimeut in the dithcult situalioii iiisicad of 
eastigaiiug the (Jovernmcnl,. I >r. Chr'ilinm a(*eused tiic (ioverument of inaction 
and t.ictiessiicss in haudliiig tlu' situation and m-)\iiigly dcsciilicd tlu' tatuatioii 
'll hiikkiir district afl<*r the ii(»ls and (he junatious sull’cicd hy tlie inhahilants. 
Mr. Jii/nshcd opined that the Iniie of Siud could Ix' rmuoNcd iu two ways, hy 
having a detached \ u;w in handling the situation and ha\ing a linn Go^’ernmcnl. 
lie belli that Seddeur riots were the n'Mill ol ilisunity in llc' Sind AssenJily 

and lack of liimncss on the ])art of the Govi'rnment. He apj>eedcd to the House 

to sink differences and establish a firm Gouunment. 

Pr()f. (r hcnislnj<nn, Leader of the Congress Party, made a statement, saying 
it was not the intention of the Congress Party to oveithrow the (Jo\ernment lait 
to draw their attention to the lawlessness and iiiseeniity in the ]U()vinee and 
criticise the ixdicy of the Government in dealing with the situation. It was 
usual for the Oiiposition in such eireumstaiiees to overthrow the Government 
which was rcsponsitilc for such h-nvlessucss. Put it was not ]X)ssil)le for the 
Congress I’arty iu the h^ind Assembly, owing to provincial and All-Iiidia 
considerations, to form or be a ]»arty to the formation of an alternative govern¬ 
ment. After expressing dissatisfaction with the Government’s stcjis iu dealing 
with the situation and with the statement of the Premier, Prof. Ghaiishyam 
said, his party, however, did not wish to press the motion to a division. 

Replying to the debate, Hir GhuJam Husbciji, after expressing sympathy with 
the sufferers in the riot said, every Siiidhi would have to hang his head in 
shame for the exhibition of t'ds violence. Ho aiijiealed to the members of all 
Bides to sink diUcrcnccs and find out ways and means to restore peace in the 
province. He added that the Government intended to cstablisli a Committee to carry 
on projiaganda all over the province and iweaeh unity in the villages. He 
urged timt it was the duty of the majority community to ]notect the minority 
community and said that if they composed their differences even a most difficult 
situation would be solved. The motion was talked out. 
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Court of Enquiry Bill 

6 th FEBRUARY :~The Ai^serably to-day passed all the three readin^i;s of the 
Bill to ])i’ovide for the constitution of Courts of Enipiiry which, it was c.hiimed 
by the ITcmier to be the lirst of its kind in the whole ol India. While accci>ti]^p; 
the i)iin(i|)le of the Bill, the IVluslim T^'a^iie opposed many of its provisions and 
moved vaiiouB amendments all of which were defeated. 

Frontier B.e(;ulation Extension Bii.l 

The Bill seekine: to extend the Frontier Be^ulation to Bukknr District met 
with stout oi<]>OBition Irom the INlnslim Leajrue I’arty. Balnniur Khurro 

raised a ])oint of order at the outset, o))iectint!, to the introduction of the Bill 
on the p,round that the Bill soueht to amend a Governor-General’s Act which 
requii’ed the ])revious sanction of the Govcrnor-Genei-al. ]\lr. Nu'hJra/Jus Va^rirani. 
cx-Minist,er re]dyin|.^ to the ]>oint of order contended that the rejiulation was ]n>sse(l 
in 1S72 by the Governor-General in Council which was then a Legislative Body. 
Secondly, the Bill only soiiy.ht to extend an alrer.dy existing; lc';islation to 
another distinct and did not amend or ie]H'al or was lepnynant. to a (tovernor- 
GeneraBs Act. dhc Speaker, Minm MoJul. Shah, fhscrw.l that the Bill, 
which was ])roposed to lie introduced, was of a iar-ieacliiny, ch.aracter, re(purin<i; 
most careftd consideration. After quotinji; \aiious authoiiru's, tlic Sj-cakcr ruled 
that as he still felt doubtful v. lietln r it nas a Go\ei not-1 Iciu'ial’s A(‘t or not, he 
must under the circumstances refer the matter to the Governor-Generid for decision. 
Hindu Womv'.n's Iniiit.ii'Ancj^ Biel 

fllh. FEBURARY : -ddie Assembly reject ed to-day IMiss Jet hi Siphai milani's 
Hindu Women’s Biyhts of Inheiiiancc Bill, after a li\cly (hhate, lasting the whole 
day. Bhe had to ti^ht her battle with the assistance of tin; other lady member 
Mrs. Altana, who in a short speech champiomnl the cause. Opposition came from 
unex]>ectcd quarters, namely, from the Hindu Independent I’arty ande^en a 
number of mendters of the Conp,rcss Group who contended that the measure was 
a ])rematurc one and .as drafted would not help women in any way, but. disturb 
the joint family system, ultimately leadin*; to a lot of litigation. Bpeakers from 
the ’rreasiiry Benches aerced with the principle of the Ihll and (‘ommended its 
circulation for elicilinjj, ])ubli<* oiiinion. They, howe\er, made it elear that, they 
would not. force any nnaisure on the minorities ajj^ainst their wishes. Be])lyinji: 
to the debate. Miss Jaihi S;phainnlan} dealt with all the obje(*tions raised in the 
course of the debate. (Biotin^ the recommendations of the National Blanuin^ 
Committee, she declared that it wTas the fundamental creed of the Cony.ress to 
ficht for equal rights for men and w'omen. Objections raised liy Hindu imunbers 
of the House, she declared, were due to the desire of men to dominate the otlier 
sex and to see that tlnnr pockets were untouched, d'he Muslim Bection ex])res8ed 
their wish to leinain neutral. The motion, when ]>rcsscd to a division, w^as lost 
by lb to 11 votes. 

The Deut Belief Bii.l 

12th. FEBRUARY ;—The Assembly i>assed into hnv to-day the Apricidtnrist Ilebt 
Relief Bill aftei' a lively diseiission on ami'iidments lastin}^ the whole day. d'lie 
measure leceived si>ontaneous sup]'ort from all sei lions of the House wfth the 
exception of the Hindu Indej-emU'nt Farty who conbi(l(‘red that the provisions w’erc 
ol an extreme nature, dhe Bill wldcli had been dralti'd in tlie manner of the 
Madras Act bcnelits an apricnlluiisl debtor who eitlier cultivates the land ]icrHonalIy 
or whose holding, does mh. exceed /ifly acres in tlic case of debts inclined before 
IbTJ })y wii'ing out all interest, outstanding on Detoher 1, Ibbb. and if lie has }>aid 
twice the amount of tlie ]>iincipal wlietlier by way of juincipal or interest, liy dc- 
elaiin^ the whole debt discliarp'd. Ihose who inenrrtd the diht, jifter lbb2 also 
benelit by the measure which fixes the rate of inteiest of such debt at six ])cr cent 
])er annum sim])le. Anotlier jirovision of importance is the clause that makes 
B])ecial provision in the case of debt due by tenants to Zamindars for enltivation 
of lands by wholly discharging, (hFts outstanding: on Ai)]il 1, IIGO. The passage 
ol the Bill marks one of the (jniekest acts of legislation in the Bind Assendily of 
far-reaching inqiortance. The Bill w'as introduced on February G and was referred 
to a i^elect Committee on the same day. 'J'he Committee submitted its reiioit in 
three days and the Bill was passed into law to-day, in less than a week after the 
introduction. Tlic Assembly thereafter discussed a Bill seeking to prohibit ]uibli- 
cation and sale of the Quoran by non-Muslims. DiheusBion had not concluded 
when the House rose for the day. 
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The Ac.RicuLTUitisTB Marketing Bill 
13th. FEBURARY t—Tlic Ministry suffered a defeat to-day, when Congress 
amendment on the Agrienllnrisls Marketing Ihll was eanied against the Government 
by 20 to 10. At the request of the Bremier, Khan Bahadur Allnh Buksh, the House 
was adjourned for the day. After a lengthy del)atc the amendmcir whieh urged 
that eontiibutioiis from Hindu traders for eharitahle pur])Oses should not be regarded 
as trade allovvanecs, and was ])ressed to a division and carried with tlio BU]>port of 
the Moslem I^rcague. On the announcement of the result of tlie division, the ITenner 
requested the speaker to adiouin tlie House for the day to enable him to reconsider 
the situation with particr»lar reference to the Bill as he felt that the Go^'ernment 
were not in a mnjorily. The Bremiei’s announcement was taken in i)olitical circles 
as a virtual invilation by him to lire Oiiposition to combine and take over the 
reins of GovernmenI or ]>ennit the present Ministry to function as liest as it could, 
the Oiiposition extending su]>port to it on the merits of each measure. The Bill, 
a measure on the lines of those enacted in several other provinces, has been trained 
to ena])le the agriculturist to get a reasonable share of the ultimate value of his 
in-oduce by regulating the s<‘ale of market rales. At present his share is reduced 
as he has to ])ay a number of minor allowances mainly for charitable purposes. 
Ministerial spokesmen contend that the Government is solely interested in seeing 
that producers get a fair d(‘al and is not inlluenced by extraneous considerations 
Biu'h as estalilishing of market committees thioughout the ])io\inceB to have trade 
liractices controlled, to ensure uniform scales, weights and measures and to dis¬ 
seminate reliable market luices to the eultivalor. Go\ernment, however, have deleted 
Bukkur and Karachi cities from the purview^ of the Bill, as well regulated markets 
already exist at those places. Hindus are critical of the measure contending that 
it. will delrinn'ntally atlcct the custom of making deductions for charitable }-ur’})Ose8 
wdiile purchasing agricultural produce, which in the long run go to l»enefit both 
Hindu and Aioslcni villager-s. Next day, the February, the Bremier made 

a brief statement in the course of which he slated that, since the defeat of the 
Government, in the House yesterday, the position of the IMinisti’y had not altered, 
ami hence he asked tlie H(‘i)uty S])eaker to adjourn the House till 2 p. m. on the 
21 st IVbruaiy, liy which time he hoped that he would command a majority ami, if 
not, ho would resign. Meanwdiile, he continued, lire Oj^position would also have 
a '‘iiance to form an altci nati\e minisir-y. Tlie House \ras adjourned accordingly 
till the 21st instant but on the lt)th. the I’remier, tendered the resignation of 
his (\ibinet. On the 2lst. February tliere was an atmosphere of suspense 

when the Fuviur, at the outset, requested that the House should be 

adjourned till IMomlay as tlie ])olitical situation had not changed nor liad the 
Gabinet'h resignation been accejited by the Governor and the Ojiposition were 
unrible hitherto to form an ulternative Ministry. Ihe Bremier added that his 

Ministrv was working as a slo]»-ga]). He wuiuld, however, leaAC the House to 

d(*cid(‘ wiiether they should ]>ioceed with the business of the day including the 
introduction of the Budget or not. As the Opiiositioii leaders, Khun Ikihadvr 
Kh nrro (Muslim l.eague) and INIr. ]\. K. SSidhna (Oongiess) on behalf of their 

resja'ctixe jtarties, statr'd that they did not desiie an adjoiirriment of the House, 
the Speaker, IMr. Alunni Afiihomcd Shah asked the Assembly to proceed with the 
day’s business, and the Prunner then ju'esented the Budget. 

Financial Statement for 194U-41 

“I am a firm believcu' in balanced budgets. It has been truly said that the 

country which acce])ts a ])olicy of budget deficits is treading a slijq'ery path, 

whicli leads to general ruin”, obsei\ed I’remier Khan Bahadur Allah Jhikbh, 
introducing the bugel estimates for ]94t)-4L Mr. Allah Buksh added , ‘TJurs is a 
deficit ]uovince ]>artially supg-orted at the exiiense of the rest of India 
and it is our primary duty to maintain out credit and our financial stability.” 
llealing with the Brohibilion ])olicy of the Government, Mr. Allah Buksh said 
that Sind was not in a I'osition to undertake a fulMledged programme of 

Brohrbition, Ife hoped that the restricted ITohibilion measure recently passed 
by the Assembly would bring substantial reduction of consumiition of intoxicants 
and if the age limit uresciibed in the measure was increased each year, the 
desired result would oe olilained in clue course. 3’hc ITemier declared that 

the Excise revenue for 1938-39 amounted to 37^ lakhs, but as a result of 

Brohibition of the sale of charas and the passing of the Brohibition measure 
mentioned above, and because of anticipated decrease of the imjiort and sale 
of foreign wines and spirits eonsequent on the outbreak of the war, it was 
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expected thfit Sind’s income from the source durinj:^ the coming financial year 
would amount to lakhs only. Referring to the precautionary safety measures 
taken in Sukkur. i\lr. Allah Buksh said that provision had been made for additional 
])oli(^e foK'c ami also a ]>olice reserve force on the Ihiniah model, consisting of 
228 men. rrovision had also been made for increasing the number of police 
outposts in Dadii and Larkaiia districts for protection against raids by dacoits 
from trans-Fronticr territory, 

A revenue surplus ot Rs. 1,10,OCX) is antici]>ated in the Budget estimates 
for the year IbiO-ll. The revenue receipts during the year are iilaced at Rs. 
3,91.),9d,()0(), and the expenditine charged to revenue is put at Ks. 3,98,47,(K)0. 

According to the revised estimates, the year 1939-10 is expected to close with a 
revenue surplus of Rs. 3,91,01)0. 

Bind’s debt to Ihe Central Government on account of the construction of 
Bukkur Barrage and for other ])ur))Oses, amounts to Rs. 28.()9,39,0<J0. As against 
the dei)t. it is antieij^ated that during the year 1910-41, Bind will reedve a subven¬ 
tion of Rs. 1,03,00,000 from the government of India, besides a share of Rs. 5.50,000 
from the ])roceeds of the Income-tax. 

34ie Budget cstimaics contain provisions for Rs. 23,05,000 for general adminis¬ 
tration ; Rs. hi.78.000 administration of justice ; Rs. G.GO.tKK) jails and convict settle¬ 
ments ; Rs. 43,38,000 ])olice ; Rs. 31,13.0lK) education ; Rs. 8,t)0,(lX) medical ; Rs. 
3,18,000 i)nblie health; I^s. 9,3t)(KJ0 agriculture; Rs. 1,25,000 veteriuary ; Rs. l,18,OtA3 
co- 0 })cration and Rs. l,08,0tK) industries. 

Uuder general administration ex]^enditure, provision has been made for Rs. 
6G,(X.X) as salary to llis Exctllency the Governor, Rs. 8,tHHj sumptuary allowance of 
the Governor, Rs. 3G,0tXJ Secretariat Stall* of the tlovernor, Rs. 18 OlK) stair and 
liousehold of the Governor, Rs. 18,000 expenditure for contract allowances, and Rs. 
],2C,000 for IMinistcrs. The Budget ]>rovision for the administration of justice for 
1940-41 shows an increase over the year 1939-10, which is ex])laiued as due to a 
rise in the number of criminal cases in Bind and consequent apiioinlmcnt of many 
si>ecial ]>nhli(‘ prosecutors, d’he estimated eaiutal cx]>enditure to be incurred during 
the year 1910-41 is Rs. 2',G; 1,000. 

The Rrime iNlinister in his S]>eech maintained that disturbanees in Bnkknr 
district, in Novcm])er last and ontl)reak of war were responsible for certain items 
of extra expenditure during the ^ear 19;>9-4t). 

l'ro\isiou for aii additional i>olic.c force in Bukkur district owing to the 
eomuiunal riots, and air-raid ]>n'eaution measures, Rri'ss Censorshij), ]>ricc control 
and additional ])olicc establishment on account of war emergencies has been made 
in budget estimates of 19U)-41. 

“The (|uestion of rt'covering from Chnernmentof India ex])onditurc incurred 
on war measure's,” the ]'3nam-e MinistiT addinl, “is receiving attcuition of the 
Governmi'iit. Vrovision has also been made in budpet eslimates of 1911'-11 for the 
College of Agiicultnie at Bakrand and for the Boil Classitication Bi'ln'ine,” 

Borne of the mor(' important it('ms iucliuh'd in the new yi'ai’s luidgel. dir(M*led 
towards the ilevehijuneiit and social welfare of the i>]()vinci'. are training and 
em))l(^ynient of midwives at tim aided (lis])eiisari('s Rs. i2(!(); srhenie for the 
investigation of alte'rnatno croj'S to eollmi, wheat, etc., in Barrage area, J-is. 8,7GO ; 
Boajvniaking demonstration party Rs. 2,714); ('slahlishing ]»crii>aieli(* demonstration 
]>arlies for imparting tiaining in small S(‘ale industries and liandicrafts and ojiening 
a Bee Culture Btation Rs. 11,130; ('stahlislung an Indiistnal and Commercial 
Intelligenee Bervici; Rs. 7,3G1 ; indnsliial survey of Biml Rs. 5,990; scheme for 
snh-snrface investigation woik in tlie Lloyd Bin rage areas in Bind Rs. 10 490 and 
grants to various sin'ial wellaie associations aim-nnting to Rs, 15 5(1). 

“As regards tiinmcing of its ways and means ])rogramnie,” the Finance 
Minister cxj)iainrd, “all halamcs not, immediatdy rcqidrcd for day to-day cxjieii- 
ditiirc aie laing regularly invested in tlic 'I’rcasiny Bills of the Government of 
India. It is anticijiatid that during the enrrent tinaiicial year, the estimated 
receipts on account of interest on dTcasnry Ihlls will amount to Rs. 4,75,0(K).” 

With regard to ]icw measures of taxation, the Motor Vehicles Tax Act has 
already come into force which is exiieeled to bring forward to Government 
Its. 23,0(X3. Estimated Ihovineial Excise rcct'ii)ts during the year would amount 
to Rs. 4-87,000. The Bind Government liave also carried through the House 
legislation enhaneing rates of entertainment tax and the duly on the consumption 
of electricity. Other taxes and duties will also result in revenue of Rs. 5,83,(X)0 
during the year 1940-41. 

The Finance Minister in conclusion struck a note of pessimism about the 
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future of Hind in view of heavy debt liabilities wbieh have in bo redeemed from 
1912-1'h lie said : “^Tlie above review of the linane.ial position will show (hat, although 
BLirplus bud};(!ts have been presented so far. it (‘aiinot be said tlnit the problem of 
the ])rovinee is solved. O’liis ]>i'ob!em is that of beiiii; able to me t the debt liabilities 
from the year 11) 12-1!) onwards and these can ne\er be absent fro.n onr mirids 
in planning;' exi»eii(lituie of a Ku-urrir)^- nature. 'I'lni (Jo\’(n jiinent is eommitted to 
ji,uaranteein^ a <lebentp.ni issuer lo stai)ilisc the ].osition of the Hind IMovineial 
Oo-operative I’ank and it may be ncecssary lo pursue it or to snpi)ly cash credit 
to the Bank till it is ]inssible to boat the di'benlines. Tin'. (!ov('rnment lias already 
piven a pnarantee in respee.t of the K hadro-Nawabshah B,ad way and a provision 
of its. dOOdO on this aeeount has l^een made in (he Budyet tor iDld-ll.” 

No-CoNFiOENOE IN IMlNISTUY 

2(>lh. FEBKUARY : The Ibjnse mot to-day in full strenylh when 
Doulatrain, movifip his motion of “no-eonlidt'nec-” in tlie Minis) i-y, eharped the 
Clovcrnment with failure to inai.ntaiti older and of having Ihrown away Hindus 
and llu'ir families in the \iliaees ])redominanlly inhaiuted by IMiislims into the 
hands of dai'oils and murderers. Heth Doidatram tiat'od the seiiis of acts of 
lawlessness bf'pinnini; w’illi the murder of a ]-o;*u!ar Hindu saint, Biiaya! Kawalram, 
whose assailant was still at larin-. He said that over tlui ivlan/.ilyah (piestion, the 
Government ]>!ayed the double fiame of Iryinp to ])leas(^ both the Hindus and 
the iMuslims—in the end jdeasiup nobody. AVbeu salyapralia was launehed by 
IMuslim Heayiu'is, tliey siinvudered to the satvayrahm and alh)W(’d them lo take 
foreiblo ])ossession of flic jMan/ilpah bnildines. JMr. Hoiilatiani next narrated 
stories of loot, arson and murder in tlie Hukkur Hist rid, and singled nut, the mob 
atrocities iii Gosserji village wlu'ie the wife ami elnhi of a Hindu priest vvere 
burnt alive and incidents in a villayc where a wdude Jlimlu fainUy of eiylit members 
was murdered, ddie stale of lawdessiu'ss was still eontinnine;. Even last week, 
a ilindn was murdered and liis bouse burnt in a village in Hnkkiir tlistrict. It 
was evident that tiic Government would pi\e the fullest latitude lo Muslim bad 
eharad.ers. lie mentioned a man ayainst whom, lie stated, ])rosceution w'as 
})ondinp' for tlie last thirty-three months and who had not yet been produced in 
court. Finally lie referred to the tad that the Om Mand iLi which was banned 
lony; ayo, still carried on its aetiviiies. I\Ir. Doulatrain ajqiealed to all sections of 
the House to sup’port the motion. IMr. H. N. ramii'ini (Co!i;.iressite), who moved 
the adjournment of the House over the Sukknr lui'ppeninjB a fortnight apo, accused 
the Government of hetra^inp the trust the House reposevl iu them, by not 
maintaininp law and order and not creatinp a sense of security in the province. lie 
com'luded (liat as lonp as the jiresent Government functioned, theie was no hope 
cf imiic.tenance of law and order. K.'ian Bnhudur Khuj-ro, Ta'ader of the Muslim 
i.eapue Party, asserted that his Party was not siipportinp tlie motion with a view 
to seekinp ]) 0 wer, but because the IMinistry was withoiit any }>oliey or jnopramme. 
and had failed to i>leasc either the Muslims or the Hindus. He att]i])uted the 
Hukkur riots to the weak and proi-rastiuatiiip p'oliey ot the Governnieiit, and their 
failure lO take the ripht decision at the ripht time. Khan Ihduulur Ivluuro referred 
the (diarpes levelled apainst the Leapue, ami declaied that the Lcayne was even 
aprecablo to the Conpressitos’ suppestiou for the appoiiilmeut of a tribunal. The 
Premier, replyiiip to the debate, said that he had piveii a clear held to the members 
of the Opposition proujis to form an alternative i\liiiistry, but they bad failed. A 
“No-Ooufidence” motion apaiust a Ministry wdiich had already lesipned wuis 
taulamouut to iloppinp a dead horse, but he asserted Ihut the Opposition proups. 
iiieludiiip Coupressites, were not puided by any ixiliey or piincijde He <*()utinned 
that everybody in the eountry knew that the Muslim Leapue was rcsp.onsiblc for 
the Hukkur riots. He was surjirised that Khan Baliailur Khiirro eliarped the 
Government with resjumsihility for the riots The Leapu<''s leaders were in a 
])08ition to jircvent the riots but they failed to do so. Khan Bahadur Allah Bux 
warned the Hindu ludepemleuls apainst surreuderiiip to appression, especially at this 
critical juneture, addinp that it would take them many years to retrieve their 
position. He was always ready to welcome the Plindii Imlcpendonts. It was ojien 
to them to join him at any moment, l^ointinp to the CMnpress benches, the Premier 
said that he considered the Gonpress, the only really nationalist orpanisation 
wedded to the creed of non-violence and truth, l)ut he was sorry to say that the 
local Coupressites had failed to live ii]) to the creed. He accused Coupressites of 
poadinp the Hindu Independents to exact their jiouud of flesh from the Ministry, 
The Congress Party, which had decided not to press the adjournment motion over 
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Siikkiir riots, was tho very next day carried away by the wave of comiminalism 
created by tiie Hindu panchayts, and ]dedLi;ed its Rni)])ort to Hindu Indo))endents 
for tlie ‘no-(*()nfidenec’ motion. Jlo vvoidd liavc; {j.ladly welcomed, if instead ol lakinji; 
tliis stej), tln^y had ])resented to him the h^iiitimate demands of the minority 
community, whicdi he was pled^^ed to safe^nard. Warming; uj), the rremier eoiudud- 
ed : “I on my t^art will not sueeumb to the combination of litoups or sunender to 
a^^gression, and will not compromise on principle or pohc,y, whatever may hap}»en 
to mo.” 

The IMinistry however survived the no-confidencc motion, votina; resultini!; 
in a tie ('ach side; obtainini; 2\) votes. The Spenkr?' ^ave his eastin<i; \ote in favour 
of the Ministry inaintainin^i^ the atatiis (/no. 

Voting on Budget 1 Demands 

5lh. to 14th. MARCH :—Dnrinj; the votin';' 0 !i Budget demands for ^’rf^nts 
the Ministry scored a \ictory when the first lU'J-rupee (“ut moved l>y iMr. 

/i. K. Siilhuui, ('onp,ress Member, under the head “Jteveniie” was defeated 

by dl votes to 21 after a tw'o days’ lively <lebat.e. But on the 14th, 

March, the Ministry sustained a dtd'eat when the combined Opposition 
succeeded in turnini;’ down the demai»d under civil woi ks l)y dO vott's to 27. 
d'lie defeat of the ministiy was the culmination of intense eiloifs in the ])ast 

few wei'ks on the paitof the Hindu Independents and iMiisliin Leapiiers who 

liad in the miniutime coalesced into a Nationalist ]iaity. and the Goiie^ress 

])arty. Wliilc the oppositionists (daimed that to-day’s vote was a clear and 
unequivocal demonsl i at ion that the Allah Bakhsh (tovenniH'n t, did not enjoy 

tlic eoufideucc of the House and the Governor had no alt(unaLi\’c hut to acc(!i>t. 
the Go\'ernme!ilbs rcsipuation tendered thiee weeks aip) and call upon the 

leader of the Nationalist, paity to form an alternati\e po\ernun'nt, the su!)norfeis 
of ICIiau Bahadur Allali Bakhsh held that as the Conaress had not deliuitely 
])lede;ed its supiiort to an alternative ministry if formed hut only piven an 

undertakiipe, not to throw out. the new minist.ry for a reasonaiile tinu', they 
still had a majority anion:; the rest of the mi'inhers ol the House ami |;iven 
a short time to consolidate their position, they w'cre eonfide'nt of petliny the 

overthrown demand and also the remaining demands passed liy the Assembly before 
Ajiril 1. 

Ni-:w Ministry Formed 

18th. MARCH ;"The resip,nation of the Allah Buksh Chiliinet w'as accepted, 
by Ills E.rccll(’/icf/ flic G ircrvnr to-day, and Mir Jlnud'-h Ah Khun, Revenue 
Minister in the late Cabinet and loader of the Nationalist Party, formed a 
new Cabinet. Mir Bundeh Ali Khan (Premier), Khan Bahadur K’uuliro, Shaik 
Abdul JMajid, JMr. G. M. Syed, Mr. Nichaldas Vazirani and Kai Sahel) Gokuhlas 
were sworn-in as Ministers at the Government House. 

New Bremier Outlines Policy 

26th. MARCH The p;alleries were jiackcd to capacity and most of tlic 

members of the llonse w’crc in their seats Avhen the Premier, 3Iir Jhntdc/Kilt 

Khan Talpar, snccessfnlly ]>ilotcil all the demands for p,raiits not moved in 

the last session. An at.niosphere of eordiality ]>rcvailed. d’hc new Ministers 

warmly shook hands ivith the Opj)ositio:) incmhcrs. The w’hole business w'as 
p;one through within half an Iioiir, and thereafter, the Bremier made a statement 
setting out the ])oli(*y and ])roy,ramnie of the Government. The Premier wms 

frequently interrupted, while speakine;, by the Oppositionists. 

The decision to refer tlie Alanzil^ah dispute to an iudepondent court of 
enquiry, consistinc yf the Judicial Commissioner of Siiid and tw^o other p,cntle- 
men, one a leading; Hindu and the other a leadini; Aluslim, was announced by 

the Ih’omier wdio outlined the measures bis Government jiro’posed to lake with 

a view to restoring; harmonious rclationshi]) between tlie Hindus and the 
Muslims, whitdi Mir Bandehali Khan said was the p;reatest need of the hour 

at this critical juncture in the histroy of India. 

Deploring the tragic hapjicniiigs in connei-tion with the Manzilgah dispute, 
the Premier stated that he w'as grieved that o\er a eomi)aratively minor issue 

there had been so mucli wrangling, wbiidi had given an opportunity to 
criminals to commit various heinous crimes. He added that the Government 
realised the necessity of bringing to book all real culprits and affording 

reasonable compensation to the sufferers in the fSukkur riots. The Premier stated 
that the Allah Bux G o vein men Ps Bill for introducing joint electorates in 
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})0!’0ii^lis and mnnic'ii alilics was liktdy to pi'oniolo hannony hnhvcnri (be two 
(‘Oinmnnities. P)t‘^■()r(^ iTn next session of I,he Assenihly, Avbit'li ilie ])rcscnlr 

(loyenirneni inieiulc'd to cjill in Anensl, i(. was pro}M)S''d (o eonsider tiie 
(lesirahili I y oi in i i odininn adult, fraucldse and to Ininp, lor" ard oilier noci'ssary 
iTieasuii'S. d’!ie Ki('iui('.r lurllu'r annouiua'd the < loveinniejil’s inte.ilion to taa'isire 
a (U'linile i)ro^i-an)nio for ^dviiiji, Oh-.-l, to (l.e poliry of joadnal [‘roliihilion 

eonsislent, ■\\illi (lie (iiian* i;d resonrms^ to '"OMuine ad fepressiie law.s and (o 
Ininy in due eonrsai wlialever n)odiii,-;:i .oos w-ae found ne-(‘Sharv, to ])roinol(! 
eoMaee indnsliies, to ]nntaje the pole y o! inl;odn.-lne an e(jiiil,al)le svblein of 
assessnu'ut, and t!ie ela-.sillcation of heals (mi a.n ((p.iOahh' haris. 

Advcriine, to thf* I'nnjah (loi ri nni'.n’s thrci'^enod n’illelrawal of laA’ye 
(jManlilies of waler Ironi the five liw^-s sn-'plMn.' waoT foi irreevlion t)nrj'.oses 
to Sind, (lie Ihaanler sanl thal il’.e 0 ( 00 , ih < i-)\ ei nnie'i^, pr »ooss.l \,) withdiaw 

the siipi ly not only in the rold weaOi-'r hiit :d-,«) ri the innnielaOny ^oa-nn. 
This, he O’jiLneil, \io:ihl sirll inin for Soil h A_‘ (lo\ern neait Moedd s'rive to 

resell a reasoirdde s,*!'d;on of ti e p" i' I s in i(“ '.m-I of \vhi,-h t'ne d'vllah Knx 
(iovc'rnmenL had alieady made le.i'e .-nl il; )!,'> I’on 'lehn;, r,hr Ksndeliali Khan 
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e.niend men!, uhi'-h leal :o :h" : t-a nsP.o /.,< ih'; \lhdi Kax ?-Iiiiisiry. 

J i'A .e :uK i: K; - .nv. K; i. (eo:;!!*.) 

Ist. APhdh :—The \'--em' !y adimimd s.ne die to-day after I'assiny a 

Sd! intio.ha iei; joint eIe,-0>'a'e in hoocr. h inunieipalilies of (he Snkkiir 
L'l.'li let:. W ilh a view to makina tlie if!o:m moie efl’eidii e an innoi ation \ias 

iiiliodneetl in (he Ihll wlmn'hy a eamdidate A\as eonijalled to yet a eeitain 

]i(Me(mlaye of llii' ^d!es of lunli the (aminiiini!'es, if lu' w,is lo tie returned. In 
t'n' tiist ]dae(', it was jn'o'idl'd tlnil e:;ii(lidates who seemed at, least, ddf ’(cr 
cent oi the voles polled hy the xoO'.'s of their own eomnriiii'y and at 

lea-^t ]() per eent ol llie lo'e.s [Klh'd hy inters ni the athev cownuniily 

(dii’ided in ea'di ease )>y tl'o a'"'re;ate nnmher of H‘'a!s) h(' (leelai'ed siiceesslni, 

it was (irovided as a last alti'rnaii\e that the eaiididate who seenunl the larsest 
nnmlier of \'otes ho de Imed (di'eled. It was aEo provid,t'd th.at eaeh "voter 

slanild l)a\(' as many vmles as tlieix' wv're aaareaate nnmiier of scats in w'ards 

and soeondly that waols ho so const!»nird (.hat there would be a fair mixture 

ol voters of both co!)! iiinni'les. Eomiiiendina, ilm Kill to the ITimsi', the 

Premier informed it tbat Ih.e (Jovernmimt would biiny, in a eonij^reliensive 

measure in Auynst for adrdt fiamdiise and joint eleetonili' in all local bodies 
all o\cr Sind. EeadvTs of vaiious yroniis Im.Mnp anived at a fornuda, the Bill Iiad 

an easy passaec. The House then adjourned stj'u- ihr. 
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Budget Session—Shillong — 22nd February to 2l8t. March 1940 

I’jiNANUJVL SrA'n.MlONT FOR 1910—41 

The BiuLefj OFliioat.es c»i (ho (jlovf'mnirnt of Assnm for ilio yofir 19J0-I1 were 
presentod liy Sir M. iSaailulh/, J’roniid nnd I'liianro Ministoi'. in ))()lli the lloiisPH of 
tlio AHSam Lrajslaliiro which iiicl. id, Shlllon^ on tlio 22iid. February lb40 for the 
Biuleet, Ri'ssion. 4'he year 1910-11 is r>ip(‘(‘1ed to Ix'fiin with an oj iMiini.: balance of 
Rs. 20,09,000. Receij)ts are I'laei’d at. Rh. b!,2<>,1 7,<J00, and ex]'endilLiie at, Rs. 
b,20,.bo,000, leaviniA R closing, balance ol Rh. 20,'J] iriO. 

d'ho revenue estimates disclose a snr]>Ius of lls. 4,9b,OOt', Imt this is illusoiy 
as the liud^et contains a siiin of lis. pi,'i' mKk l bcinc iRe estimates ol leceipls irom 
Acrieultural Income-tax for 19.';9-lO, which, owine lo the late issue of tlie rules 
under the Act, will, it is cxpi'ctcd, md he ]>aid till the vear lOKell, 'J'he |>o.sition, 
theiefore, is that the leveiiue Imdpet really shows a delicit whicli is estimated at 
Rs. 9,02,000. 

The Budget ’i)rovides for se\eial lieneficenl measures whiMi tlie IMinistry ])ro- 
])Ose to launch. In the sphere of mass iijlitt the ^Ministry ha\e in ^ icw the intio- 
duction of a mass literacy cam]>ai'on, with an initial exi'eiulituie of Its. 12,0(0 
jamdinc- the settlement, ol details of tiie eaniitaicn and determiiiatioii ol the cost 
iinolved. 4 he formation ol an Flmpiosment and Iirainaue i)i\isior, is also pio- 
])OS<*d, with a \ic\v to mctdinc tlie {>iol)lcms of annual Ikxxls. Tiicre is to lx,; an 
incieasc in the niimher of apiicnltuial dmiionsllators, in ordei lo ]'n])iilai i/e im- 
])roved and scicnlilic methods ol aeiiculture arnonc the masses, Rrevention of 
rindei’i'est is sought lo lie eli’ecUxl iiy (he luppoiiitment of addilional ^eler•inar■y held 
assistanlB, The oi canisalion of co-oj*erativc societies in Assam is pro]>os(d to he 
]uit on a more ellicieid basis hy the appoinlment of a sejiarate audit statr. In the 
Hi>here of industiial activities there is a s«dieme of culluie as a cottape industry. 
A scdieme for the manutactnie of eliee is also included in the Budget, providin'^- 
lor a e,hee-makinc centre in (he (Joaljuira ilistiict. 

For tlie hetteinuml of tlie lot. ol backw’nid and trilial i)eo]-le, who ('onsliinfc 
a bi^ ]!er(‘eidace ol Assam’s ]>o]'.uhdion, (he Ministry ])roj»oses scveial measmes. 
j’nuiary, Muhlle Veriiaeular anil (Middle English selmlaishiiis for boys of the Irilial, 
S(hedtded and ex-lea paiden iahour eliissos luuehecn ]Uovided. Two industiial 
bti| cuds will he awarded to Napa ho\s of the Fuller Tei-hnical Ibchool, Kohinia, A 
'hiveinmeiit iMiddle Faiplish ISchool and technical school will be established at 
Mokokchonp Naps Hills. 

4’he Mikirs liave hitherto received liltlc atlention fionr the ^i()^ernment willr 
regard to impro\'cment in aprieriKure. It is i)roj)Osed to ap]H)int Iwo Mikiis as 
demonstrators for tlie luirjiose of inlrodncing iinprmed methods of eidtivation in 
the Wa tracts in the IMikir JI ills. Six ])rimary schools in the Mikir Hills area 
will be taken over by the Government. 

In the Medical Dei'artment, 10 additional beds for in-door patients in tlie 
Civil Hosiutal at byliiet Juvve been ])rovidod. In the Kdiieation Hepartment there 
are grants to new schools to be brought on the aided list and increased grants to 
some existing- siliools have been provided. A reform of jail administration is also 
envisaged in the Budget. 

For the year ]9K)-11, a revenue of Rs. 3,b lakhs is expected from the Agricul¬ 
tural Income-tax Act, 19:19. The estimates include Rs. 10 lakhs as income from 
the Act for the year 1939-40 after allowing for a rebate of 50 per cent., i)romihcd 
by the previous Ministry. 

The estimates include a revenue of nearly Rs. 14 lakhs as the share of tlie 
Assam Government on account of export duty on jute according to the latest infor¬ 
mation received from the (lovernmcnt of India worked on the basis of 5‘24 per 
cent, assigned to tliis lU'ovince from the total net proceeds of 201 lakhs. 

A permanent Joan of Rs. 50 lakhs is projaxsed to be floated hy the Government. 
Till tlie loan is raised it is proiioscd that the issue of treasury bills totalling Rs. 
Ob lakhs in the early months of the year and of Rs. 20 lakhs for Ways and Means 
advances from the Reserve Bank will he necessary in the year 1940-41. 

These arc required for providing the Government with temporary funds during 
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tlic yoar wlion the rcsoin-ces of Iho I'rnvince arc expeokMl ;o fall below the noi-nial 
treasury balain'O and (lie niijiininin f)ank halancc lixed at K’s. f.S lakhs, both tal:eii 
to^,(‘thcr. A larger (‘cnitributioii to (lie (loveuinieni, of India for the niainlcnance 
ol (he /tssam Itiiles is lo be niadt- fioni A)>i\l], lOin, A; Msdiua, (,o this derision (lie 
reeeipls fiom rations and ex]ioiidilni(‘ on lu'iisions of tb-' Assam Hitles will be dis- 
tiihiiled between the CVnitia! and (lie l*ro\ in.-i,d (lovei ninenis, and (ho inci’eiise 
(‘la-os an extra bnrdi'n on ()lo^ilK'ial levemn-s lo (he exieni of lbs. d7(i()(). Nexl. day, 
the 23rd. rebruary (he Ihemii'r ini;odn«-ed (In' i' lnan. e Ibll, llMt*. I'hc Eoeal 
Authorities Comiamsalory (Iranfs Hill, A\as .also Inlnm into eomndoration. 

Cli.M'tiiAn Ins; ixs-ox or i’.roi;].:r 

2(!th. & 27th. FElihTIAl’Y : —^‘Smse oi d.;!} and sinrore de\(»lion to llio 

eause ot vVssam ha\'o ])ioinj»ied nn' lo emhileln- liir forniaiion of a (ril)iin't after 

(he resignation of (he lloiiLiess id ini-!' y," s.ild S,r /-','/////'(/A, leplyiim (o 

the j;eneral dismssiou of d-.e ih.d^:. el \\hi(h conrlinh'd on tin' rVth. Keti'riiny; 
to tiie eritieisms hoelh-d at the .diiosliy by t!;e ()i>;'->si'ion mi aeeoiiiit 

of the ordinanri' oi'oraiiny, in th.' o,o\oie.', ('•;«' i nosier said diat llu' ('oni;iesB 
t'oalition IMinislry conld not be I ii. h.-oe n-d de,.' lo ihi' enccoarhmeiits 

by itie (bentaal (io\ ernnn'ik in (lie yio^in k> 1 s'-ln-ie, loi l\ ry lesi' m'd lony alter 
the war broke on 1- and (lie ordni:nie<'s -we v' pi omnle.-.led :i:id only Vvli ;i (in' ta)ni;iess 
tkamniand oideied lln'in ({> lesi ii. 1;< n Ilio I’H'iniii e.’.s ^-yeaKiny of the 
rej.orted Rnyi;eslion (o send a depiilaiiofi (o \Va:d'ia. to iinoe I’n* ('onaaess antlioii- 
ties (o pive sjierial consideiaiion to ibe nn.'siion oi (hr ! mn-ln'-ninp ot a (Jonerrss 
y'oalilion IMinislry in Assam, IMr. ( 'a Yh-/ ' b;.' inP'mp'itd cbaiactei isiiyit 

the statement as nntrne. d'iie k/) ,-./.•/• in ;m \ onr'! dial il theie was any 

nntrntfi, that slioiild he poor! ty hi'ts ai-d fn. mes, laobr:, Mr. snm- 

minjj; iiji the debali' on In hall ol (hr (b.josiM'i said dial ll oi' ji in tin* Imdaet 
(hseussion absolute delaebinml v.as (o la- inaintainf'd, laily outlook on policies and 
nieasures eould not be totally di^jtnsid v.itb. IMr lamlohoi stated dial tin' ( lo- 

vineial sjiliere Avas one of tlie main le.-.c iin^ ti nt 1 "d lo die iesienalion. Air. Hardoloi 
deiended the Land heM'ime ledncdon. {'Kilo.ln’i. n and mass lilciac\ sclu'mes ini'ia- 
ted by the Conpiess CoalilK'n i‘,iini-.M\. .nr. )!'■;/(//.(■/•, on bi'lialf ol the KiirojiC'an 
(Ironp, said that llu' (iiescnt rv.',d...c! could !aiM\ be desciibid us the Avoik ol one 
of the preatesl of the AAell-v.isl.eis ol Assam and th.at memliers of his grouj) sn])- 
j'oilcd the main proposals. 

Lsxn Ln\ j.x r r. L i.i Jr-rt; \'i ION Aot.nj). Ihi.n 

2ltlii. FEIUUIAKY : .Mr. Ab;/;,<-o/<(/ in. (("oiiu i e..s) mo\e<l to-ilay th.at the Assam 
Land Leveniu' Keyisdadon (Amcmlnnnt) ihil, L.': , be taken into eor-side:adon. 
d’he Hill soiiL'hi, to K'dnee land le'.enin' in .\s-am N'ailcy. I\han Lalmdnr S,i;i/ii/:r 
lid hanKi //, Alinisic'r loi lIcA'cniny opposii' ■ Ihe niolioii said tluP lln' purpose of the 
Fill could besci'M'd 'oy a lesohiiion anu'mlin.' iide idol the Land Lciemie Lepiila- 
lions ami that the pii'sent Ldl sonuhl to eidiance land ic'venne in the v^hiima 
Valley. AVln'ii the motmn was ]nit to \ote. a di\ision was claimed but il was 
lost by hJ Aoles lo iLh 

d’jii: h'd ,Mt'; j>LN i i:r Jbi.n 

d'he Asseniiily, bifoia' adionrnine lor ti’.e day, curiicd by hb to bd votes Ihe 

(h)veniment amt'iidment. ioi c:' cnlation for eh il.iny oihnion till .Aiiunst, 1, ld l(\ t,he 

Assam b ('uiple-en 1 1 y llill oj spojisoied hy tin’(kmeii ss party, b’he Hill alloicd 

entry ot all ilindns to lemj-les bn* which tlicir lui/Ji fn,'-;, and ^^nlrln!t.s 

wi'ie holdinu any land or t'njoAinu any sia’cial |>ir»ileecs liom tin' (iovernment, in 
an} loim. b he Oj)])osi'ion actcejiled dn’ (lo\ ei ii nn'iit ann'iidmi'iit for eii'cnhit ion 
till Anyiisl .IJ ol fdjO of the .\sMnn Alaleinily Ib'iielit Fill of Jdlti, moved liy Air. 
AI tin Kiintar C/ta/i<I(i and IIk'Ii adjoin m'd. 

VoMNo ON r>iir)(;j:r Liim.vnos 

4th. MAFCH ; bbie intention of the (Iovernment of Assam lo hold a eonfereiu'e 
of members of tiic h'yislalure in the mar fntnre, with a view* to eiimieiatin^ die 
(loHcy and priin'iple of apiiointnnmt to die Jhihlie Seiwices w*as aiinounecd hy 
the Ibemii'r, kSir AI, SiunluUa. to-day dnrinc (lie disenssion on “cut’’ motions, 
b iiirty-nine “cud' motions tabled lor (he day w'ere eitlier lost wilhoiil. division, 
withdiaw'ii, or not moved at. all. b he ilouse \oted a sum luit exeeedinp; Ks. 
bl.dT.ddi) unih'i* the head “(leneial Adminislralion.” On (he 14th. March, in tlie 
conrsc of a disenssion on a eiil, (o eiitieise tlie (loAeniment for taking, no aetion in 
respect of the eonduet of the poliec and tlie military on the oeeasion of the shooting 
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inrident at Di^hoi, M. StJadiilla, the rremier, said that lie would rci'tainly havo 
taken witli doU'nuinal.iou action in resjuu-t of the (•onduct of any oftl(‘('r, ho\\evpi‘ 
exalted he iniidit he, if the ehai'ces hiouelit against Jiiiii were amply pro\-('d, 9'lie 
(•lit was h>rtt l)y hi voles to 4n. lJ,padin;j; the relevant ]>oi lions from P'j‘ Blnnmall.a 
Niith Blookerjee’s report. Sir BI. Saadiilla j'oinled out that reliaeee c> dd r.ot b(’ ] lit 
on eerlain evidence, and that Sir Blaumatha also expressed doulits on ceitidu eharjes 
made against the conduct of oliieers. On the hiinc incident, \ihich v.r.s not with.in 
the Si'ope of Sir Manmatha’s empiiry, the I'lemier said that thcie iNiue no jiidicial 
findincH helori; them and the (hneinment Merc lielidess. Icfeiiini; to the police, the 
I’remier said Ih.at tdn'y liad i cry diliicnlt. times dininy that tia ’i. pc/iod and if, 
durinp the prosecution ot their duties, they liad ex'-eeded tlieir ii. hls tiny shoidd he 
excused. Ihii'iiic the discussion, B'lr. (icj'indfh Jhirilolo:, cx-rii'mier, said that due to 
the ahsi'iice of judicial tindin^s, they could take no iu-iion aciiin-t- the allcccd otrend- 
diniA otiicers, and they resieued oliice before Sir Blanmatha’s rc'eoil. h;id been 
submitted. 

I’lNMNOt: r.II.I, Ih\RS]:o 

loth. MARCH. The Assembly to-day passed the Finance Tull and tlie I.(^ al 
Autlioi itii's (lornpensatory (Jr;ints (diarced Itill, I'.'iO. A ('oni tcss anunduK’ut to 
the Finance Dili was lost by ,5) \ol(s to •!(). Blr. A’////,' d/od,c;/cc and B'lr. 

Nni’dkujua?' I’ntf (Indian I’lantine), obiecled to the final ] assiipe of the Dili as 
Buhstantial rebel had not been i;iven to small tea comi)anier;. 

BIjnis mils’ Sal.nuiks Dill 

Consideration of Ibc Bliiiihleis’Salaiies Dill ivas then taken ii]^. ,'\ii amcndnn nt 

moved liy Mr. Ra ‘d nd rc na f 'i J ''ihfd ni;.’in:; eircuhition of the Dill tor eliiitma; 
imhlie, Opinion till June ilo was lejecled. The lionse adjoin ned till Blonday, the 
IPAli. March, wlien the Dill ivas parsed. It ]>rovidcs a sidaiy of IF. 1 Thi'/- and a 
liousc and car allowances of Ds for tlic Dremier and a salaiy ot IF. 7’’''/- with 

allowance of IF. 27(1 tor other ministers, d’ho amendments were eiilier H jcrlcd or not. 
mo\ed. In the course of the dis<-iiS.sion of llie amendments Rrr M .‘I'u (tm/ttad Salt/Un 
stated that, in oidi'r to pive it a li^pal shape and in oidej that the i>ill miidit not 
lie constitutionally wron/, rctrosja'clive effect woidd he pi\cn, but they would 
not d'uw their salaries with letrospeetne etfeet. 

N o - C’o X F 11 ) LX (' E BI (i ri < ix s 

19th. MARCH: —Fhnir motions expressinp- hio-eon fide nee' in the Biinistry were 
tabled to-da^. 'Ihe Siidihcr held that the motions were in oidn and tl.e J louse pi\inp 
leave sepaiatel^, he fixed d ]>. m. on Blaieh 21 lor discission and vobnp. 'Ihe 
moiioi s stood separately in the names ol Blr. Nal-.aUninar Dniia 'liu’ian planlinp), 
i'Jr. Dalb. Far (Sniina Valley, iiindu), Blr. Dalaiam haikar (sF’cdei( d) * a.mi fdr. 
I’Kpm D'F.an Das (schcdnhdj. All ol lliem aic iion-(a.ip^ itsMucn, hut wcic mcm- 
beis ol the Cunpicss Coalition I’aity. 

/dst, MARCH :—JBvo of the four no-eonridencc motions apainst the Biinistry wire 
withdrawn and the other two were not moved to-day. 'Ihe X/'M/Cr announced that Bir. 
Nabakuniar Dutta and Blr. Dalaiam Sinker lead already iiilirnaltd to him their 
desire to withdiaw the motions standinp in their names, 'ihe other two whhh 
wcie due to have h-een moved by Blr. lialit Blolian Kai' and Blr. Di[cn Dchary Da.s 
were not moved at all. 'I'lic annoum ement was received with h.md chceis liom the 
Ministerial benches. 

Oi FieiAL Dills 1’aspei) 

d'he Assemlily next ]>assed the followinp, (hneiiiment bills :—The ’'J'emi'orary Dost- 
]a)neniriit. of Execution ot Decrees Dill, the AmuHeiuents and Dettinp 'J'ax vVm nd- 
ment Dill and the Coinmissioneis Doweis 1 )isliUnit,ion Amendment Dill, 7vii 
Opposition amendment to the first named Dill was lejeclcd by .70 voles to 24). 'J he 
House was then jn oroyia'd. 


The Madras Budget for 1940—41 

A small surplus of Rs. h2,000, land revenue cmieessions amounting to Rs. 70 
lakhs, eontinuation of prohibition in Ihe four dislriels in which it is now in force, 
reduelion in the rate of the general sales tax from ^ to :} per cent and the slab 
rate from Us. 5 to Rs. 4 in eases where the turnover is between Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 
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[ MADRAR— 

10,000, ]>rovision for now scliomes ineliidinp; increase in the rate of grant for elemen¬ 
tary Bchool Icachcrs and onening of a Natural Science College in the Andhra 
University and a loar) of one crore to he raised during the ensning year —these are 
some of the salient features of the Budget of the Madras (Joveinment for 1040-41 
issued on the 4lh. March llMO. 

d'he estimates ])rovidc fur receipts on revenue account of Rs. IG,TO,12,(0} and 
expenditure of Rs. U),7o,!)(},u0(}, leaving a Bur]>lus of Rs. 82,000. 'i'he following 
are the comi'iarative ligurcB for 1938-99, 1939-10 and 1910-11 (figures in the thousands 
of rupees) : — 

Revised Budect 

Accounts estimates estimates 

1938 39. 1939-10. 1910-11. 

Revenue l(\i:).l.) ]G, 11,30 l(),7t),V2 

Expenditure 1G09,72 IG.ll ll 1(‘. 73,30 

Surplus 3,73 9 82 

A notable feature of the estimates is the ])rovislon for IMinistry with the 
Lcgislatuie functioning. 

The estimates provide also for grants for the leaching of Hindi and for the 
handspinning movement,, for re]»airs of flood ainl cyclone damn;j(‘s for a sjtecial 
Rnhlic Woiks di\isit)n for the investigation and ]>rc]'aratir)n of )U'('liminary estimates 
for the Tuneahhadia Trojoct and for expenditure on rural broadcast mg. 

d’lie ]>olicy of ]U’ohibition is to he continned in the four distiicts in which it is 

now in foi'cc but, not ('xtended fnrtl\er. 9 he annual rcciniing loss ot icv('nnc from 

]>rohihition is estimated at Rs. ()3,(ri,(KKi. ''Jdic Budget, contcmplatc'S reduction of the 
rale of the gcne»'al salts tax from one half ]>erccnt to one (piarter ])cr cent in the 

case of the tax on tnriiON('r and the slab rate from Rs. .3 to lIs. 4 in cases wlieit' 

the turnover exceeds Rs. JoOcM} and is less tlian Rs. 2(MH)0. It is estimated !'n:P. 
this will reduce the revenue fiom the gc-ueral sales lax by 31A lakhs ainl bring lia; 
total net revenue from the new taxes down to Rs. (‘>9 lakhs. Amendments are also 
made to the Madras Tobacco (d’axalion of Sales and Licensing) Act for the ]mrpose, 
it is stated, of removing ine<iua!ities and giievances and sto]>])ing certain abuses. 

The inovision made for scliemes of lunv expeinlilure involve a net ultimate 
liability ol Rs 32,3lHHKi non-reenrring and Rs. 8,r)7,(K}t} recurring and an expenditure 
in RdldlhlJ of Rs. 17,(lidt>U non-iccnrring and its. ()91,dd(_) recurring. The more 
imixulant of these schemes are ; increaBc in the rate of grant for elementary school 
leacliers ; grant for the Andhra Univeisily for the 0 )'ening of a Natural Science 
f'ollege ; ecpii]nm'nt of the new headquarters liosjutal at IMadnra ami new wards 
in the King Georjje llos].ilal at Vi/.aga]>atam ; ojicning of 3»0 rural disi)cnsaries 
and provision of midwives in eleven of the existing dispensaries and the normal 
exiiansion of the Labour department for ameliorating the conditions of the 
Belicduled classes. 

Ga]utal ex])endiiure in 4940-1941 is estimated at Rs. 93,12 000. The most 
important, of the woiks in lu'ogrcss are the I’ajianasam Hydro-Tliermal Rrojoet : 
Inrlher improvements to tlie Medical College and King (ieorge Jlospitnl at 
Vi/agajuvtam and additional buildings for the Stanley Medical College. Rrovision 
is also made for the, construction of an uji-to-date liOR]>itaI at ''I'richinopoly on a 
new site. A sum of Rs. l,rKi,r2 0(K) has been ]>rovided for loans to local bodies, 
agiicultiirists and co-o]HMative societies and for short-term advances to the Central 
Land Mortgage Ihink, Madras, 

Against the anticijiated remunerative capital ex])enditnre and long-term loans 
amounting to Rs. 1,4.3,GhOOR, about Rs. 1.3i lakhs of which will he met from the 
unutilized portion of the eurrent year’s open market loan, the Budget ]>rovides for 
hollowing 1 crore next year. The balance of the amount required is cxiieeted to be 
found from the other iCBoiirccs of the Govcnimciit. 

The Orissa Budget for 1940—41 

The Budget of Orissa I’rovince for 1940-41 published on the 20th. March 1940, 
shows a deficit of Rs. 4,G7,tX.)0. The total revenue is estimated at Rs. 19.5,21,000 
ami ex]iciiditure charged to revenue at Rs. 1,99 88,000. 

The revised estimates of revenue for 4939-40 are Rs. 1,94,09.000 as against the 
original eslimale of Rs. 1,84,32,000 or Rb. 9,77,0(X) more than anticipated. This is 
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])a90(l on an anticipated improvement in the Province’s share of the incometax, and 
the revenue from exedse and stamps and interest. Tlie revised estimates of expen¬ 
diture (VJdO-tO) are Rs. 1,0'),9(),(J0'), whicdi is Rs. (),71/A)0 less than originally anlii.-i- 
]nited. 'Tliis reduces the deficit of Rs. 18,!!”) 00 ) to Rs. 1,87.000, ''010 openini^ balaiK'.e 

lor 1010-11 is exiiected to be Rs. 20,81,000 ami c.loso with Rs. 22,li,0(X). 

The Governor’s Note on the Rnd^et, explainiiiji; the reduced expenditure in 
1010-10, says that it was due to the decision taken alter the iMinistry liatl resigned 
that it was unnecessary to constitute a fund for rural devcloiunent, at any rate, 
until the Government of India’s {;rant for the same was nearine; exhaustion ami 
some definite scheme for spending; “in an orderly fashion has been devised. As a 
consequem^e a sum of live lakhs has been taken back.’’ 

'I'he Note adds : Althon;j,h the financial position of tlie Ih’ovinco stronttly 
indicates caution in ailmitlin;; new expenditure, it <loes not entirely j)reclu(lc it and 
it is on that, basis th;U the l>nd._;,et has been i)repared. 

Tlic Govcrnoi’s Note says lurther that extra i)iovision for ])oliee over e-iablislied 
cx]>enditare will be Rs. 21 lakhs. The force was immediately expended on the 
outbreak of war umler the advice of the late ^Ministry, and ttiout;ii the Government 
of Indi;i and the railway adminisiration will proljably bear iic;irly all the cost, sonic 
ot it will fall on the i’loviiicfx It has b.cen furtlu'r io’ind necessary to meet the 
(iaiuers arising, from the ]H)liti.-al situation to re-niit an emc*r;iem‘y foi(*e of one 
huiidii'd si.rone, to serve as a emitral leserve. 'Idiis will (ost Rs, 

d'lie Rasic i'iducation s dicnie and the liieraey campaic.n, as planned by the late 
'Ministry, will be eoiitiuued and the subsidies to tiie All-India ^pinmas’ Assoeiatioti 
ami Ali-Imlia Villaei' Industrie'^’ A.sso.dalion will be eoiitiumvl on tin' basis fixed 
by the Goiipiess iMiiustry, It has Ikh'Ii dei-ided, howeier no!, to continue on any 
larpe scale the imiiiect subsidy to the Spinners’ Asso.dal.inn bram li iinohinl in 
buyiiie, its ]U(slu( ts as iiuiloim lor poveriimeiit servants. K\j'Cii('uce lias shown that 
tlie (doth SLipplu'd was much less seix iceahle, be->idcs Ij'-iiu; much mote expen->lse 
than mill-made (dotli. “Apart Irom the u.idcsiiabdiiy of cliessim;' servants ol the 
G'lowu in a mainuir which still uidiv-ales adherence to a lairticuhir l>arty, emiiomy 
})redude.s contimuuum of the policy of the late Ministry.” 

Tli(^ Industries 1 )(‘i)artmeiit pep-, over one lakh ol niiiees for new schemes. It 
has been deidded to coineit the iIcriiaiii[iOie Jail into a Central Jail. 

The U. P. Budget for 1940—41 

A small levciHU' sin^dns of Rs. 22,100, an increase in the duty on opium, 
'diaiac' and cjiuju and on beer and s])iir.s ami the contiuuaiicc ot ]'rohlhition in 
those d'st.ncis where it is aluaidy in loice, are the main lieitures of the biulpet 
('st'mall, .-3 for lOlU-ll ol the Unitcnl Pio\ inees which was ])ubUshed on the 20tli fMandi. 

As the next year’s bml'-Lct has been liamed while the i)ioclamaU')n under sc'c. 
Oo of the Goveninu'iit of India .Act lO'i') is in opeiatioii ami the constitution 
remains susiieuded, and as it has Ix'en framed on the assumption that that situation 
will contiump it was necessary lo hahiuee the nweiiue side of the bmlpct. O'liis v/as 
the main object whiidi hi.'i Excclli'iiey the Go\enioi set himself to achieve. After 
incjiidinp Rs. 0,()'),(>)•) for new items to he met. from imeiiue and the iiecessa/y 
am liiiils for the notation and servii-e ol a new loan of Rs, l,27,tiO,i k it) ami the issue 
of Ps, l,U(),t)(),() ''() wort.h of ICncnmhered E.states Act bonds, the estimates show a 
reveniu' of surplus of Rs. 22,10 >. 

The lollowiiip aie, tlu^ linuies of the estimates for lOlO-Jl at a elaiice :— 
Receipts Under Revenue lleails ... Us. 10 ,''8,‘.r),7;58 

('luirpes Under Revenue Heads ... Ps. 10,.')8.10,(ii)0 

ReNenue Surplus ... l^s. 22.1.0.') 

'Idle statement of net estimates under the debt and deposit iicails shows that 
the net results of all transactions of the year under both the re\enne and debt and 
de]>ORit heads show a snri)Uis of Jvs. 0,80, (Hit). 

The revenue receipts at Rs. 10,08,00,708, compared with Rs. 10,01,70,008, the 

revised estimate for 1000-4(), show an improvement of Rs. 2(),().'),080. ddiis improve¬ 
ment is mainly aeconnted for by land revenue (+Rb. U23,4r),00(.)) : excise ( -t-Rs. 2o,02, 
000) and other taxes and duties (Rs. 10,80,000). 

With a view primarily to help to balance the budget, it has been decided 

to increase the duty on opium, charas, and ganja and on beer and spirits and 
to abolish the state-management of shops and revert to the former auction 
system. It has been decided to increase the issue price per seer of opium, 
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TiiK IT. r. r>ui)(JET Fon loio-ii 

ciiaran and aanja from 110 K.s. 100, and lis. (in (o Ks. 110, Ks. 110, and 
KM, I'CHj'x'ctnt'ly. It has also boon dccich'd to iiR-rcasc! iJu; dn(y on htu'r 
and spiiiis, hy oni'^ nnna and tliion pies p('r qiiarl, on beer and lour annas and 
si\ ]>(“!• (['larl, on spirits. 

1‘roliibition will bo iniinbiinod in thoso dislru-ts in wliirh it has alroady 

Ix'on iinpou'd iiy (ho lato Minisfry bat, \\ill nol, bo cxtoiulod in iho bodpol year 

to any fiiilhor dis'.rict. 

Tiio t,i)!al ro\'oiuio oliar'.ms show a donrt'aso of I’s. M as compaicd 

wiili llioso in (Ju* r(’sast, badj^ol. A rodnclion of ovor !Ls. iMo/Kk) is anlioij'afi'd 
in (ho provision lor Icvisia ivo bodios as t.ho biidyot has bof'n Iraniod on Ou^ 
basis o! Oio (s)ntin!iation oi a stsMion 0.) silnalion and, thoioioio, Ihoso bo'lns 
will nol 1)0. no'clinp. As thoro ha\’o boon no stnions ootnninnal (listu:baino's in 
jo'-onl ino itbs and as tlio Mliia-Snnni dispntos and Iho Khaksav ino'\oinont ha\o 
al‘-o snlo.i lrd, li o ('\lra piov sion ni:\'b‘ in Iho ro'-ast, biidyot to pru\'ido lor 

int'roasod j ill popnlati'Mi has boon otnillofl 

'i’lie Iniil ''0 pioMdo-' ior a snni of b’s. oW'V'M for oapibd oxpoinliiuro. 

d'ho r<',i;,'d (‘s; imati'S f n- lpil-1') sliow lluK. tlio K'voniio I'O'a'ipIs 

anmnnli-d to b*s. I >,'0,M.<m) and tlio n‘\onno oliarot's to ^ IN. i"M 

b'aMiiJ a (I n'o i! oi IN. : li.'M.) ooniparod with iho (hdioit in Itio looasl biid, I't 

ol IN. ' !■>. 

A oompo.!i,>Mi of tho lin.Ncl osiiniatos (or DloNl with tin? ro’Msoij (i'jijTns 
for t!'o cniKn! roar sho,\s an uu.oovoinont: as niontionod oaiiior, ol Jls. 

A'!‘()rd;;i'r to IIk* la'osl livoio's icpoiti'd by tho < N\v: n m^ait. oi Jinlia 
l!.(' pivn 'tn-o’s sio.’o Ol inoonio'lax in'xt yoar \siil bo IN. lh(’bM”ias (onijoio'd 
Vkith IN. in tho loMsnd ior Iho vnriont yrir. Fndor bind ics'onint 

only too notnial ] -oM'ion ol IN. IdOi'MK) will t)o ni:ul(‘ ior oalo.niity romtssMOis 
ins‘('r.d ol ll.o abnotnia! ]ao\Rloii ni.idn in tiio lo-ast inad,_('M 

dt.o total (s'lnorcd tall ol IN. lAdS/o. I) undor iiiiralon roooipis ni'xt yoar 

is ’oo'-aobi? tiio pio.'S jf fiots aio osiiinatcd !(.» f)o loss and iioK' is an iionaMso 
in wo,kino, ox'< nsos. '{in* iiniiii oanso ol iho hi.; lall ol IN. li/dlo M in tin; 

(siimatvd lamipts nndcr apii nitmo is ilia! diiiinp tho <‘iii:o!i! year Ibo (lo\('rn- 
iinni ii:i\o lo'n'ivod all tl.oir onlstaiidino balanoo in tlio siiaar rxnis'’ tniid. 

An itic'O.iso of Its. J/nur) in oxtraonlinary rooMp's is tho lijnrc wiiioh 
has Is'vn inP on bo'li tht‘ ro'‘oi"-t and oxpondit uio, subs, of tho Inulpot Ui 
(o’.or (.:p-a .b'-aK' in coniioxion witli iho war whioh will bo loimbiirsod by tiio 
(to. o: II in-'iit- o: India. 

diif‘ loial iao'.nno cbaiaos. as oiisorvod id)',\o. idiow' a dootoasc of Ks. 

.y:;; ; I ' I I as conipatcd with tiiOMj in tlio n-oast lind.ob d’h(‘ niaiii \aria*i ');is aro 
111 ' !i';o,os iiinbr band !;«‘\(niiio, It^. bh'N'M j ]’oliv<' (ordinal y), Its. tMiy.noi; 

and bdioMiioin its. M and vrdiu iioais in pioviindal O'.'nsa, Ks. ‘yt‘M,ni n) ; 

(oamial A dr.iiniK'i ai ion. Its. V,!‘N'M. Toli'a.' {Spo. lal oxpoiidii ni (') IN. bN7,( )■ M ; 
A'’;ioi,!li:iits. b, 11,1 M'j ; liidusaiios, IN, b.I.lU'j) and CVntral IT lad I)('\(.doprnoiit 
Aooonnt, Ms. IMpiy. i). 

’W iih a \iou to balaioa* tlio roioniio sido of 1-ho biidoot it, )'as Ik'oii (h'oid'od 

to aliobs.'i I'.io sNsti'iii oi st.ilo-inaiiaoomont (d oxoiso sIiOj s, rosnltinp in the 
rcdnoiion in osiion litnro (d Its. ‘dtn'/i'M nndor Jdx'i-i. 

]K:iinp (lio curront yar additional po!o*o for-os liad to b(' iiniiosed in 
nino (I'dibioiK aioas as a ics ;lt ol connannal liots and tho Shia-Snnni dispiPm 
at Lir loiow. It- is now I'opnd lliat o.-. asioiis to iniposo simila.r loioos will not 
in tho lorxt hnaticial v ‘"‘i ro.sMltiny in tho do'-roase in the ostiniatos of IN, 

Ibnlor .Arri-'iiiIn!o l:io:o is a riNliioli.in of IN. l,7“>N'b) nndor rural dt'voloii- 
i>i!nl in ooMiu'xi.iii with tlio pay and allowanotvs of tlie cs!ablislimont and Us. 

H\i in ('no ]>!'o;isii':i !or rural (h-volo| niont uranis, 

Mno oi tlio luoasiiio^ adopital hy his K\<‘olhm.-y tlio (toi'C'rnor to halanoc 
iTio biMUot is to lake b’s. baiiMii'') fiom tho U. i*. •! oid I'dnid for road niaintonanoo 
and lodiiio by lion from oidinary rovcninp as a iiiiroly waitimo einorpcmo.y 
action. iMaiiy "),olioo stations in tlie ])rovincc arc oxtrornoly bad and provision 
lias, therefoiay been made to start rebuilding ten of the worst ones in tho next 
liiianeial year. 
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Dadabhai Naoroji 
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10 
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12 
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13 
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14 
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k; 
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(1900) 
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17 
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18 
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19 
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Lai :\I. Gho^e 

20 
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Sir ITenry Cotton 

21 
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G. K. Gokhnle 

22 
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23 

Surat Madras (1907) 
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24 
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2 » 
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(1910) 
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2i‘> 

Calcutta 

(1911) 
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27 
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(1912) 


R. N. Mazumdar 

28 
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29 
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3J 

Bombay 

(1915) 


S. !’. Sinha 

31 
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(1918) 
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.32 
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(1917) 
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33 
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Bomliay (Spl) 

(1918) 
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50 Faizpur 

51 llaripura (Giizrat) 

52 Tripiiri (G. P.) 

53 Lamp^arh (Behar^ 


(1919) 
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(1927) 
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Pandit IMotilal Xehru 
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Sctli Kanehhodlal 
Pt. M. M. Malaviya 
Rujendra lhasad 
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bhri B. Brinivasa lyeufiar 
Balm Bajendra Pranad 
Bhri Bnbhas Chandra J>osc 

Ajmer--5 

Bhri Tiilokichand Math nr 
Kanhaiyalalji Khadiwala 
,, Ihirushottam Prasad Nayar 
„ Bhol)halal (Jujda 
„ Balkrishna Kaul 

Andhra—27 

Brimathi Gandham Ammannaraja gam 
Bhri Bezwada (ioi-alaiediii gam, m.l.a. 

Bri Bhogaraju ]*utiablii Bitaramiyya gam 
Bhri Mosaliicauti Thirumalarao gam, 

M.L.A, 

„ Vannelaganti Raghavayya gam 
„ l‘cndyala Venkalakrishna Kangarao, 

gam 

„ Gogineni llanganayaknln 
„ Mulpuri Pmngayya gam 
,, Tangiituri Prakasam Bantuln gam 
Tcnncti Viswanatharn gam, M. 1 ..A, 

Kala Vankatarao gam, m.l.a. 

Bhri Pidathala Kangarcddi 
„ Kommareddi Batyanarayanamurli gam 
,, Chavali Buryanarayana 
„ Gouthu Lachanna Gam 
„ P, Buehappa Naidii gam, M.L.A. 


ICakiimann Lakshmayya gam 

Bliri Kalachavcdu Venkataramanachnryulu 

It B. Pamkrishnamraju gain, m.l.a. 

Bhri (Jarimella Venkataramanamurli gam 
,, Malliyuidi Pallamraju gain, m.l a. 

„ Kalluri Chandramouli garu, M.I..A, 

„ (inlla}ialli Narayauainurthi earn 
„ Vangallu Kodandaramaieddi gam 
,, Nivasti Venkata Biibbayya Garu 
„ Vinnakota Jagannatha (.Ki])ta, m.l.a. 

Assam—8 

Bhri Gopinatli P>ardoloi. M.A., n.L. 

,, Bishnurain Medhi, m.sc., l,l. 

Mauhi ]\Iahinmed d'ay^ebulla, n.L. 

IMr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Bar-at-law 
Bhri Bonaram Dutta, r..A. 

„ l)ev Kail I a Barooah, i..L.B. 

„ Deveewar Barrna, n.L. 

„ Kiiladliar Chaliiui, b.L. 

Bihar—41 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Bahii Biikrishna Biiigh 
Babu Kamelmriira Bingh 
Bhri Karyanand Bluiruia 
Babu Jaiprakash Naiayaii 
]M. Bhah Umair 
l>abu Bhatriighan IM. Biugh 
Babu Bailii Narayau Bingh 
Babu Batyanarain Bingh 
Ikibii Aniriulhra Bingh 
M. Byeedul lla(i 
Babu Kadhakanta CTiondhry 
Bal)U DcHharau Bingh 
Baliii Gangasharan Bingh 
Bal)u .lagat Narayau Lai 
Babu Baidyanath IM. Choudhry 
Babu Lukshiui Nara\an Bingh 
Babu Jdiani (iojtal Ben 
Babu Ivrishnabullabh Baliay 
Babu Kamnarayaii Biugh 
Babu Mahesh Pd. Bingh 
Babu Biiidhyeshwari Pd. Verma 
Bhri Jog^eudra Bhiikul 
M. IMaiizoorahsan Ajazi 
Babu Mathura])rasad Biugh 
Pt. ilargoviud Misra 
Babu Jagjiwan Ram 
Babu Buryauath Choubey 
Babu Praldiuuath Bingh 
Balm Malmmaya Pd. Bingh 
J)r. Byed Mahmud 
Pt. Biiiodanand Jha 
Balm Atulchaudru Ghose 
Babu BibluUibhusau Das Gupta 
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Babu Deokinandan Persad 
Babu Sheodhari Pandey 
Babu Harbansh Sahay 
Pt. Prajapati Misra 
Prof. Abdul Bari 

Babu Rameshwar Narayan A^rawal 
Babu Kirti Narayan Sin^h 

Bengal —51 

Sjt. Kiran Sankar Ray 
,, Hari Kumar Chakravarty 
Sj. Arifur Rahaman Sudharamy 
Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghoah 
Sj. Sureiidra Mohan Ghosh 
,, Mauoranian Gupta 
„ Bcnoycndra Nath Palit 
„ San tosh Chandra Chakravart y 
,, Raj Kumar Chakravarty 
„ Bhupendra Kumar Datta 
,, Arun Chandra (Julia 
.Teewan Lai Pandit 
Amar Krishna Ghosh 
Suresh Cdiandra Das 
Sushil Kumar Banerjce 
Kalipada Mookherjee 
Kamal Krishna Roy 
Ben ode (Thandra ( duikravarty 
Praia}) Chandra Giiha Roy 
, vSati Bhusan Sen 
, .Tiban Rat an l )har 
, Uj)endra Nath Roy 
, .Tinan Lai Chatteriee 
, Saradindu Mazumdar 
, prafulla Nath Baneijee 
,, Rajani Mukherjee 
, Srish Chandra ('hatterjee 
, Abinash Chandra Bose 
Labanya Lata Chanda 
Kcdar Nath Bhattacharjcc 
Hemanta Kumar Sarkar 
Ram Bunder Bin}i,h 
Ashutosh Das 
Arunan};shii Do 
Maiilvi Abdus Saitar 
Sj. Kumar C/handra .Tana 
,, Kamini Kumar Datta 
,, Cham Chandra Bhandari 
,, Debendra Nath Sukul 
,, lhafulla Chandra Ben 
,, Barada Jh’osad Nandy 
,, Busanta T^al Murarka 
„ Miliir Lai Chatterjcc 
,, Barat (yhandra Chakravarty 
,, Sitaram Sakscria 
,, Suresh Chandra Gui)ta 
„ Sushil (diandra I’alit 
„ Haran Chandra (Those Chowdhury 
„ Hari])ada Birkar 

Maidvi ITabibur Rahaman Chowdhury 
Ilannuman Prasad Poddar 
Bombay -5 

Shri Bhulabhai J. Desai 
„ Yusuf Meherally 
„ S. K. Patil 


Shri Bhawanji A. Kimji 
„ Sawlaram Gopal Patkar 

Delhi—4 

Maiilana Nooruddin Bihari 
Mr. Asaf Ali, M,n.A 
Shri Bahai Sin}j;h 
Lai a Bhankcr Lai 

Gujerat—16 
Sardar Vallabhbhai J‘atcl 
Bjt. Kanialal Nanabhai Desai 
,, Arjunlal Lai a 
„ Khandubhai Kasanji Desai 
„ Gulamrasul Kureshi 
Dr. Chanduhil M Desai 
Bhrimati Jyotsnaben Bhukla 
Sjt, Bhaktilukshmi Desai 
„ Tribhuvandas Kishibhai Patel 
„ Natveilal Dave 
„ I’arshattamdas Tribhuvandas 

Bhrambhatt 

„ Hariprasad Bitamberdas Mehta 
„ Morarji R. Desai 
,, Maneklal Ma^anlal Gandhi 
4 , Vasantray Daliyahhai Desai 
„ Balvanlray Gopalji Mehta 
Karnatak 16 

Shri ('^bana})aHai>pa Ja^adeeshai^pa Ambli 
„ Allant Annacharya Mandgi 
Dr. R.. Na};an Gowda, M. BC. Pll.D. 

Shri Marularadhya Shastri 
„ IT. Srinivas Malliah 

„ A. B. laitthe. m.la. 

„ Ganuadharrao Deshjiande 
,, Ganesh Atmaram Bhatkalkar 
., N. G. .loshi, M L.A. 

,, Paramanna Mosmani 
Lakshmaii Srinivas Nayak 
Shri V. V. Patil 
„ B. B. ITiremath 
„ Andanc})pa Viruiiakshaiipa Kowdi 
„ M. 1‘. I’atil w.LA. 

C. M. Poonacha 

Kerala—12 

Shri R. Raphava Men on 
„ C. Doraswamy 
Janab K. Moidecn Kutty 
Shri K. Kela|)pan 

.Tanah Mohammad Abdur Rahman Saheb 
Shri K. 1 \ (Toj)alan 
„ P. Narayanan Nair 
„ Cliandroth Kunhiraman Nair 
„ E. Kan nan 

„ K. Damodaram 

11. Manjunath Rao 
„ Moyarath Sankaran 

Mahakoshal~17 

Shri Ravishankar Shukla, m,i,.a. 

„ Chedilal m.l.a. 

,, D. P. Mishra, m.l.a, 

„ Sawaimal Jain 
„ D. K. Mehta, m.l.a. 
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Shri Kanifiiopal Tivvaii, m.l.a. 

Seth Shivadas Da^a. ini.l.a. 

Mahaiit LiixininaiayandaH, m.l.a. 

Shri B. A. Miindaloi, m.i..a, 

,, NirnjaMsinj;li i;.A. 

„ 1*. K. 1 )nii>:a()nkar 

„ Yaii Yataidal 
„ Malicshdnl.la. Mislira 
„ Ra;;mi:ilhsiiiL;li Kdedar m.a. 

,, K. J\ I’ande 

Captain A\iuT‘sh I’nrta]) Siiip,h 
rt. Shaiiibiioniialli Sliukla 

Mali arash tra —22 

Sjt. B. G. Klirr 
,, 1 tevakinandini Narayaii 

,, V. V. Kiilaiio 
,, Slijudvari ao IH'O 
„ II,. N. Ahliyankar 
,, Aclintrao I'at waidhaii 
,, 1’. Lilian n 

„ N. V. Ga(l,.:il 
,, B. M. (Uipin 
„ V. T). ChitaL' 

,, II,. N. Nala\adc 
,, V. V. J)andpkar 

, (4. 11. i>rsli])ande 
„ Vasa lit N a ray an Naik 
„ Vasant Bila^a^at 
„ Balidihai iMeliata 
„ S. (4. Sarik'sai 
,, (diandrojirao I'atil 
„ V. ]\1. 3'aikiiiido 
„ Atinaram Nana Bald 
„ llainkrishna .Tajii 
„ 1., M. l‘atil 

Naj];i)ur~5 

Shii I’oonam Cliand llanka 
,, lainnalal Bajaj 
,, N a ray an llao 

,. t’iia!iirhhnj Bhai Jasani m.l.a. 

„ M. \l. Avail 

N. W. F.—7 

Khan Abdul Ghallar Khan 

I’ir Sliahanshah 

Khan Kaindar Khan, m.l.a. 

,, Ghidani Moliaminad Khan 
„ Mobaininod Jan Khan, Ikir-at-I.aw 
„ Klian Ali Gid Klian 
„ Abdul (Jayuni Ivhan Swati 
Punjab - 2S 

Diwan Chainan l.al, m.l.a. lair at-Law 
Mian I [takhar-ud-l)in, m.l a. 

S. Autar Sin^h, Bar-al-Ka\v 

S. Gurdial Sin^h, Salaria, Bar-at-l.aw 

Comrade, Ham Krishan 

S. Gopal Sinj;h (^anmi 

S. Sohan Sinj^h .loeh, m.l.a. 

rt. Shri Ram Sharma, m.j .a. 

Master Tara Sinf^h 
L. Chandi Ram Yerma 
Com. Mange Ram Vats 


Com. Mubarak Sagar 
S. Rartap Singh, M.L,A. 

Gian Giija Sin^h 
j S. Basant Sineli Cdl 
I S. Sampuran Sin^di, M.J../. 

I S. Balwant Siiudi Anand 
i Giani Kailar Singh, M.L.A. 

! iNIaHli'r Kalml Sini:li, m.l.a. 
j L. i)uni Chand, t^i.l.a. 
i Sh. Sii a j-ud-1'in I’ranha 
; M. Abdnl Ghani 
I L. Kidai jNatii Sidieal 
I J)r. S. 1 >. Kitrhh'W, Bar-at-Taw 
; ]\Iast('r .\and Lai 
I NaiV{il)/,ada iNIahmiid Ali 
, Com. Jika Ram Suklian 
■ S. A mar Singh 

Sind—,5 

Riof. Ghansliayain .lethanand M.T..A. 

I Sjt. ^iroonial \'i.'^liiiidas 
I Swarni Jvii^hnanaiida 
I^jl. Jlassaiam S. Tamnaid M.L.A. 

Tamil Nadu—29 

Shri N. Annamalai Rillai M.I..A. 

I ,, "I. S. A\iiiasilinaam Cliettiar, 'M.I..A. 

Sri K. Kama raj m l A. 

' ,, S. Salyamni till, M.L.A. 

I ,, R. V. Swaniinalhan 
j ,, (k Snl)})ia]i, M.l. A. 
i ,. V. Nadimnlhu Rillai. M.L.A. 

I „ K. S. I’m ias^vamy. M.l,.A. 

I ,. C. N. iMuthuranga IMudaliar, M.L.A. 
i ,, Jk S. S. Rajan, m.ll. 
j „ G. Jk RamasM.amy Rcddiar, ai.l.l. 

1 ,, R. Ramamooilhy 

' ,, I\l. (k V(Hnabl'.aghu 

•lanab K. IM. SheiilV 
Sri \\k S. Siiidvasa Ran 
; .lanab N S. Abdul Sathcr 
, Sri C. Rajagopalacliaiiar 
j „ R. S. Knmarasamy Raja, M.l..A. 

' „ Jv. Sanihanam, M.1..A. 

., R. B. K. Raja'hidambaram 
! l>r. R. Subbaio\an 
i Sri ?.!. Itaktiun atsalam, M.l..A. 

' ,, C. R(‘rumalsamy Reddiai- 

,, V I- IMiinmw aniy Rillai 
Siimali Radha.bai Snhharo^an, M.L.A, 
j Sii 3. S. Ramahiulra ()dayar 

., K. Vt'nkalastimy Naidu, M,i..r'. 
.lanab S. A Shalle IMoliainmed 
Srimati Rnkmaid Lakshmii'atJd, M.I..A, 
u . p .—(;2 

Shri J()“eiidra Singh M.l,.A. 

„ Sampnrnanand ALL.A. 
l*ro. Ram Saraii, m.l.a. 

Baba Raghav Oas 
Jiadlia Kriahna Agarwal, Vakil 
Shri R,. n. Bliardvvaj 
,, Radlia JMohan Singh, m.l A. 

„ Ramdhari Randey, m.l.a, 

„ Raghnnath Rai 
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,, Narmada PraRad Singh 
,, Malkhan Singh, m.l.a. 

Pt. Sliri Krishna Dutt I’aliwal 
Acharya J. B. Kripalani 
Shri Motilal Agarwal, m.l.A. 

„ Ganpat Saliai 
„ Gopinath SiivaRiava, m.l a. 

.. Govind Ballabh Pant, m.l.A. 

liishanibhar 1 )ayal Tripatlii, m.l.A. 
Govind Sahai 
Bansidhar Misra, M.L.A. 

Balki'islina Sharma 
Abdulaalam Shah 
Acharya Narcndra Dov. M.L.A. 
Puriishottam 1 )aR d'andon 
Algii Rai Shastri, m.l.A. 

Pyarelal Shanna. m.l.a. 

Almaram (Jovind Kher, M.L.A. 
Vishnu Saran Dnblis 
Kailasli Nath Katju, M.L.A. 

R. S. I’andit, m.l.A. 

DaBhraUi PiaBad Tiwivcdi 
Bluipcndra Nath Sanyal 
M. N. Roy 

Blohanlal (Jantarn, m.l.A. 

Acdiarya JngalkiRliore 
Maulana Jlalizurahman 
YuBiif Imam 

Shibban Lai Saxena, m.t^.A. 
Kamlapati d'ripathi, m.l.A. 
l)r. K. M. Ashraf 
Shri Damodar Swamp Seth 
,, Saijad Zahecr 
,, iBhwar Saran, m.l.A. 

,, Chandra Bhan Gupta, m.l.A. 

„ IhakaRh (diandra Agarwul 
„ Abdul Vajced 
,, lidai Sanker Dube 
„ Kedarnatb Ary a 
,, Kanhaiyalal Mahcndra 


Shri Keshav Gupta, m.l.A 
„ ])ccp Narnin Verm a 
„ Prem Krishna Khanna 
„ Bansh Gopal, Vakil 
„ Baburam Verma, m.l.A. 

„ Raghavcndra Pratab Singh 
„ Madan Mohan Ujwlhyay 
„ Rail Ahmad Kidwai, m.l A. 

„ Jiarihar Nath Shastri, m L.A. 

Hiikum Singh, M.J..A. 

„ Harpal Singh 
Sri Harg()\ind Singh 
Shii Abdul Hakim 

Utkal—18 

Pandit Pranakrushna Parihari 
Shri Nitjanand Kanungo 
,, Malati Choudhuri 
,, Snrcndrannth Pattanaik 
Diliakar I’atnaik 
,, Harukrufihna JMahatab 
,, Surendranath DaH 
„ Kailas Chandra Mahanty 
Pandit Godavaris Misra 
,, Tdngrai IMisra 
Shri (]hintamani Misra 
,, Surendranath Dwibedi 
,, .laganath INlifira 
„ Radhakrushna Biswasroy 
,, Sadasib d'ripathi 
„ .Taganath Das 
„ I’rahlad Hoy Lath, M.L.A. 

„ Biswanath Das 

Vidarblia—5 
llon’ble Shri Brijlal Biyani 
Shri Laxminiwasii (taneriwal .Tuhangirdar 
,, Narayan P>alaji Patil, m.l.A. 

„ P>haskarTao .lagiiwanrao Deshmukh 
Dr. M. N. I’arasnis 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE WORKING COMMITTEE 

VVardha—19th. January to 2l8l, January 1940 

A meeting of the Working (\>mmiltee was held at Wardha from January 10 
to 2], lOlti. Shri /Arp ;n//vz 7Ve.sed i(resided. O'he Memlx'rB luesent were Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, Sin is .lawahailal Nehru, Vallabhbhai I'ald, Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya, Bhnlaldiai Iksai, Bidhan CJiandra Roy, Shankerrao l)co, Profullu 
Chandra Ghosh, Harekrushna Maliatal? and J. B. Kripalani. 

Turkish Relief Fund 

Resolved tliat the aetion of the President granting Rs. 1,(300 towards the 
Turkifih Earthquake Fund be eonfirmed and the moncry be fianctioned and the 
the Treasurer be instructed to ])ay the amount. 

Authority to the Treasurer to Appoint Attorneys 

“Resolved that Seth Jamnalal Baja], the Treasurer of the Congress is hereby 
expressly empowered : 

(1) From time to time to appoint, remove and rc appoint an attorney or 
ailorneys to net either jointly or severally and to confer on such attorney or 
attorneys all or some of the powers and aiithoriticB of Seth Jamnalal Bajaj as sueh 
Trensiirer, ]u’ovided however tlint such dGegation will not absolve the TTeasurer 
from any p*er8oiial icBponsibility to the Working Committee. 
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(2) Resolved further that Beth Jamiialal Bajaj as such Treasurer is hereby 
expressly authorised to confer on such attorney or attorneys exiucssly all or any of 
the followinj:^ powers : 

(«) To open, continue and operate upon any bankinjr account with any Bank, 
j)crBon, firm or company and to close such account whether su(^h acce unt be already 
opened or may be licreafter opened and to draw and si^n chetpies upon and other¬ 
wise operate upon such account. 

(/>) To endorse, transfer, negotiate any cheriues, bills of Exchange, H undies, 
and other neg,otiable instrunienls and securities. 

(c) To roc'cive sums of money and secnritic'S on hc'half of tlie A. T. C. C. 
(the Workinj^ Gommittee and the Coiic,ress) and to ^ivc eUcctual receipt and dis¬ 
charges for the same.” 

Eollowing resolutions w'erc passed :— 

Assembly Bye-Elcction, Puniab 

The Committee considered the resolution of the Workirifj; Committee of the 
Punjab 1’. C. C. rc}^,ardin;j, the nomination of the candidate for the Punjab Provin¬ 
cial AsBcmbly in the West Multan Rural constituency. In the opinion of the Cbra- 
mittce, it is within tlie eompePmcc ot the Rai liamentary Sub-Committee to make 
the final nomination for election to the lc^ishitiir(’s. The AVoikiii^i, Committee of 
a prcvincc is not jiislilicd in threatening resignation heeause its rccomnumdation is 
not accei)ted by the Parliamentary l^uli-Cornmittee. 

Utkal 

Considcrel the representation of Shri Nabakrishna Chondhry anti the exjdana- 
tion of Shri Nilkaiith Pas and (hxlavaiis ■Misra lopaidin^ the pioccedini^s of the 
mectine; of the Utkal P. (h ('. hehl on Ueeem'oer 22, Ilf)'.). 

Ill the opinion of tlie Committee the ridinps of tlic Chairman were not correct 
and the resolution expressing want of confidence in the executive should have been 
permitted to lie moved for the consideration of the meeting ; Imt in view' of the 
fact that the new eha-tions are lakinj; place, it is unnecessary to take inrther steps 
in this regard. The Woiking Committee approved of the action of the President in 
entrusting the couduet of the elections in the province to fShiis Gopabandhu 
Choudhry and Ilarihar Achary with full powers. 

Bengal 

The Working Committee have eonsiderod the resolution of the P>. P. C. C. 
recommending the iiostponemenl, of Congress elections in Bengal. The decision 
to hold the Congress eli'ctions in the eounlry was arrived at after miieli considera¬ 
tion at a ])revious meeting of the (_\immittec. The Woiking Committee lind no 
eimiige in the political situation of the country since the ]>ievioi;s meeting of the 
Cvimmiltee to jiislily ]>os!])onement of Congiess elections. The decision of the 
P. C. C. has iicea taken at a time when all prei>arations were completed in all 
the other I’rovinces to hold the Congress elections, d'he Woiking Committee, 
therefore, do not consider it desirable to postjione the Congress elections in Bengal 
alone and direct the ad hoe committee to push through the elections as quickly 
as possible. 

The Working Committee considered the request of the B. P. C. C. for 
permission to launch Chvil Disobedience in tlic Ihovince as normal working of 
Congress organisations is said to have be<‘omc iTn))ossiblc. Tlic Committee resolved 
that the Congress Cornmitlees in the Province should carry out all their normal 
activities at any cost. If they are prevented from carrying them out in Bengal 
by the Government under the Ordinance or the Dcfciiee of India Act the B. P. C. C. 
is free to take any steps it considers necessary to meet the situation there, ft 
should be clearly understood, however, that any steps taken by the B. P. C. C. is 
in vindication of the ordinary civil right of the organisation to function, and for 
that limited pur]H)sc only, and should not be regarded as a part of the general 
movement of Civil Disobedience for the attainment of the Congress goal. 

d'he Working Committee have published their resolutions on the general 
question of civil disobedience in the country from time to time and there is nothing 
particular at this time to add to those resolutions. 

The other resolutions regarding amendment of the Independence Pledge and 
action to be taken on the 20th .Tanuary, 1940 did not call for a separate treatment. 
The first point was covered by the President’s statement to the press, which he 
made under authority of the Working Committee and the second point did not 
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niiso as the (L^vernmeiit of r>enij;al had withdrawn bans on the proeecdinp^s 
of L'Glh January. 

''J'Jie r(;s()lution askin;?; for a revision of the Working Committee’s resolution 
ai>i)ointin<A tlie ad hoc- {-ommillee is dealt with Kei)arat<-]y. 

d'lie Lenjml l’ro\in(‘ial Cc)’iL',ress Committee li-ad rcqnesled the Workiiifi; 
Committee to reconsider their resolution by which they liad a]>i>oiiiled the Iien.i;al 
ad lioc flommitti'e to eondnet the (^)neross elections in Leneal. dhe lh‘ni;al 
I’rovimdal Congress tlommittee had deputed Sliri Sarat (lhandra Hose to areiK* 
its (‘as(? })et()f('. the WDikoic, fJimmitt.ee. Shri Sarat Chandra Hose i)leaded the 
ease of the Hcniyal I'n)\iiieial (donyress Committee before the Woikine, Committee 
at ereat length. 'I'lie W'oikine, Committee yave tlie following, decision : 

d'he Workiii” Committee heaul Sj. Saiatcliamlra Hose at ^reat lentt'th on the 
2tlth and 21st January I'd in .-it. Wardha u-jiiidiin;' the resohitions of tlu- Hc'ip^al 
Ih'Ovincial C'On;.'iess Commit !e(‘, tinted tin' tith January Jdh>, asking the AVoikinu, 
Committee to leconsith-r their i(‘•-'olnii(»n, datetl the lyth to 22nd Dt'ceinher, Id.td, 
npitointine an nd Jioc commoiee lor ciintlnctine, eon^rress (lections in Hcn;'al and 
subsequently on the 22nd Januai'Y iJi'i, Sj. Saraleiiandin Hose j.’a\'e a note, 
summarising, his aic.iimt'nls. After ^i\in” full eonsideiat ion to Sj. Sai'atchandra 
Host'V aiyuments, tlie Wo.kiny t'ommill('e remet their inability to alter tlieir 
dci ision. The ie.‘-(jlntiiin of the \\'()rkine, (kunmittee was ariivc'd at alien- lony, 
and anxious consideration and a\‘is ncres.sitated by a senes of acts and omissions 
on the part of the Hcneal i‘ro\iacial Conere^^s (.b)mmiltee and its j'Xcciiti\e Conm-il 
in defiance of the residutiims and i>olicy of the Working Committee and the vVll 
India Conei-'-ss Committc''. It may be iu)ted that tlu-re lias been no chaiiee in 
that attitinle of the H. H, Ck C. and its Exi'cntive Conn.il. dVInm the Woikiu';- 
Committee ai>i>ointed tin- ad lio^- conimitt<'e, the Executive Council of the H. \\ C. C. 
met, on tlie dCih l)eceml)ei, Jb.D and passed a resolution, tin- o|)('ra:i\e poition of 
whicli was a definite letusid to aceejit the Woikinj; ('onimii tt e's de. isioii and ran 
as lollows: “dhe Conn; il Iheit-foio n-mets its mahilify to ai c(‘pt tliis dcrir^ion of 
the Congress Wbukiny Committee, K-eardiny, ad hoe eomniitlee and it resolves to 
eontinuc iunetioniny in accoidau'-c ^\ith the Constitution of llu' Indian National 
(kumress and the H. 1*. C. Ak” This was followed iq) hy a ciienlar issued hy the 
1>. Ik C. (2, to all (lonpress Akunmiliees in the I rovinee of Helical and Snrma 
Valley which after reeiliny. the resolution of the Executive Council said : ‘kAll 
Conci(‘SS Comniillecs ate Iheiciore iKpiested to send all suece.-s!ions reyardiny 
delimitation etc., to H. Ik C. C. < Mlice whicli is loyally the comiK-tent body to 
(leal in the matter, 'riu-y arc also dir(‘cted not to eo-oiKuale with tlie ad hoe 
eommitlee in all these matleis'k The H. Ik C. Ck nu'l. on Otii Januaiy, IblC, and 
passed a resolution eiilicisiiiy at length the resolution of the Workiny (kmimittec 
la-eoidiny its luotest ae.ainst it and nskinj; it to recotisider the r('":ol(iti(in. q'he 
Jk Ik (k C'. took no iioti«-e of the resolution of the Ex('eutive Cottm il relusiny to 
jieeept the decision ol the Woikiny ('ommillee and the (‘iieular issued hy the 
Secretary askiny all eommiliec’S Mithin the I’roviiiie to disobey il and not to 
eO'Op('rate with the ad lioe committee. On the o’her liand the same resolution 
which asked for a review of the Woikiny (tommitlee’s (h'cision also contained a 
}^arayrapli which ‘‘reiterates its full conlid(*nee in tlic ])resent Eveeiilive Council 
and tlie J’resideiit, Secretary and OiT.ee-heaiers ol the Committee and rinpicsts them 
to deal with the situation as it arises.” The action of the Executive Council in 
]avsHiMc; the resolulioii above mentioned and the circular issued by the H. Ik 
Ak C to all Cony less Committees of Hie Hrovinee are a clear defiance of 
the resolution of the IVoikiuy Atommille and the H. Ik C. (k lias by its own 
resolution eiidoi'si'd the action oi llie Executive Council and its o.'iiee bearers, who 
were n-sponsible for (lie iesolntion and the eirenlar. 

'Ihe Workiny Ckniiniitfec consider ’lie most recent actions of the H. P. C. C. 
and its Executive as heiny (piite in ki^epiny with the attitude they have adoiited 
duriny the hist several months and whicli liad forced the hands of the Working 
A’onimittee to ajtjioint the ad lioc Committee. 

The Working Akmimittee in their resolution had ex])reSBly stated that they did 
not like to take drastic step in spite of Buliieient imivoealioii in view of iiiriieiiding 
elections, but had contented themselves with atqiointing the ad hoe committee to 
ensure fair ami impartial cicctions. The need lor such eleetiouH remains and the 
Working Alommittee are unable to alter their deeision. 

Uegarding the points raised by Sj. hiaiatehandra Bose, it may be stated that 
the Working Committee did not like to repeat iji their resolutions of 18th to’?'22iid 
December, 1930 all that had happened before and simply referred to the 
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previous rcsolutious wliich h:ul dcult with the sitiialion as it liad 

developed in Renjjal during ])rcvioiis inontlis and only mc'ntioned some f 2 ,laiinji; 
facts. Re^ardin;^ tlie point of diso])cdiencc oi spef-ilic instructions, it may bt; 
mentioned that Islection ’riil)unal ])aKsed certain interim ordeis to tlu^ (\nei l, that 
Sj Saradindn Cdiakravarti sliould innetion as the Secretary of tne Rr 'sliabi i), C. (h 
IK'iidin^;' final disposal of the disinite before it on the iMith Septcmlier. (>n the 
dOlh Septendier the Secretary of the I», 1‘. C. C\ issued a notue lhK)iip,h the 
])r<’ss eounteimandin^ the order of the 'rribunal and sayinu; tliat Sj. Jhavas(diandra 
l.aliiri should function as J^eerCary ami this aiipcaicd in the ]»a]icrs ol (tclober 
1, lil’/.). The matt,(u- came u]) beiore the ru'sident, who alter receiving, an explana¬ 
tion from the Secretaiy held on tlie 12th October that the ad intciim order of tlie 
Tribunal slionld be };iv(Mi ellect to and tliat Saiadimbi t'hakiavarty shonld 
function as Sc(*retary. This was commnnicated to the lb 1*. C, and Sj 

Saradindu Chakravarli and Travaschandra Lahiii. 4'he R. T. C. and 

Sj. Fravas Cliandra I/ahiii took no notice ol this oi’der for iiioic than \\ 
months and wiien tlie Renpal affairs eame n|) tor review hcfoit^ tlie 
Workinfjj Committee on IKih to 2!»rd iS’ovemlier, the Committee pave sjiCcific instinc- 
tions tliat the order of the Secietaiy shonld he uithdiawn and llio wlllld^a^\al 
])nh]ished in the jiress. It appears iiom what Sj. Saiahdiandra Rose staled beiore 
the (lommiltee that after the lesolnlioii of the \\'tjrkinL' ('oinniittc*- (iie Sc-ri’tary of 

the R. R. (b C. asked Sj. Rravasclmiulra Laliiii to hand o', er <d'.aree to Sj Sc.i'adindn 

C’iiakiavarti, that Sj. RiaNas'-inindia Lahiii wiote to the lb 1’. C. ('. tliat. lie luul 
asked Sj. Radharamon Rhallaihaiya to hand o\er (haree and some iiirtln'r 
correspondence ]u’.ssed bi a siinilai etfect. Sj. Radharamon wrote to tlie iV, 1, (1. 

()iriee at Allahaliad on 11th Uecemher infoimine the M'-Ofla.'v that he had liei'ii 
ordered to hand over cliaree hnt this letter was not leccived till i.'ie Sivtetary liad 
h'lt for the meeting; of tlie Woikiti:; Committee at W’aidiia tiiul was not hefoie 
him or the Wbnkinp, Coinmitlee when the n'solntioii of the W'oikinp; ('ommit.tce 
was jiassed. It is tidmilled, Lowe\er, tliat the otiier si'i^nfic inst i m-tion of the 
(bnnmittce that the witlnlrawnd shonld he I'uiilished in the picss w;is 
not carried out nor was the 'i'rilniiial at any sta,j,e inionm'il of the tact 
that the conn leimtindiiip oider had been withdrawn hy tlie Sectelary of the Reivtal 
Rrovincial P'ornmittee. It is sonpht to cxidaiii (hiii, tliia was an 

omission or tin oversi;^'lit. 'fhe Secretary had tlioiiplit it, neci-ssary to issue a 

]>ress slat('ment coniitei mandin:; the 'I’lihunars oiih'r immediately alter it had 
ht'cn passed hut neitlicr iu' nor the Ricsulent of the lb R. C. C. nor the 
Executive Cbnnicil eonsidt'ied it nccessaiy to yi\e elfcct, to the oider of the 
I’lesideiit of the A. 1. C. C. from 12th t 'cto.-cr to bst I i.'ccmb'or, 12.b) and 
when the Woikiny, Cumnuttee eave sperihc dli‘ccii(m to wiiluhatv and to 

ttuMish the witlidiawal, the Secretary tailed to (*aii^ oi.t the second instruction. 
( omim. as it did on lite lop of idl that had li.ipis'iud duniiL: the pic'ious 
months, the Whukiipi; Committee passed their iei>ohiiion on ibe E'tli to 2'nd 

lieeemlier and the fact that in rcsi»ecl ol one point llicir information was not 
conijiletc does not furnish suiiicient pronml for aileiiii'; their decision. Sj. 
Sarat Chandia Ro.se lias releried to eeilain oilier matters wliich aie not 

j^eimane tn the question at issue and it is nnneccssaiy to deal with them 

here. Sj. Sarat (.’hamlra Rose has aieucd that while the W'oikin^ (’ummittee 
are competent to supeisede a Rrovincial (’omiuittee, it is not open to them to 
pass an order taking; away and entiustiny, to an ad hoc committee one or 
some of their functions, 'll it is o]'en to them to take away all the powers 
of a ])rovincial eommitlec, it is o])eii to them to take away one ol them. 

In these eireumstanees, the Woikinp. Commith’e arc unalile to alter 

their previous decision. The ad hoe eoinniittce will conduct the clecdions. 
It is hoped that all eoueress committees ineludiip; the Jb C. C. and its 
Executive Council will eo-ojierate with the ad hoe eommitlee and thus ensure 
impartial and fair elcetioiis which is the iuteiitiou behind the resolution of 
the Working Coinmitteo. 


General Secretary’s Circulars 

The Following circulars were issiual bg SJ. ./. B. Knpalant, General Sceretarg 
oj tJte Congress to all Provincial Congress L\)inmitlecs from tunc to tunc : • 

Independence Day 

The President has issued an appeal iu connection with the celebrations of 
28 
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tiiG Tnd(‘]u'n(lrn !'0 Dny. You niiisl, liavc seen it in the i)ai)crR. I am sending’!: 

you herewith a eoi^y. 

Jle leis :dso issued yesterdny iiistriK'tions ahoiii tlie obsorvanec of 

the Dijy. 'I'hese iiisti nelions must he adh(M-(Hl to hoth hy C^iniAress C.’omniiitef's 
aiui (\)neressiuen. in Hueh a matite- as I'ledye lakini!;, no preHs'iro Rlioidd he 
hrou<j^ht on iiuli\i(lu:ds. Iheryhofly should Ix' fioe. No edort shoiild he niiuie 
to or}j,anise strikes, 'khis is iii af*.>!dance amiIi llie tradilions of the lndep('n- 
denee day. i (- has never h--en a day of liarlals and slnki’S. The i)ro,e,ramnio 
should theK'foce ))e so airanccvl as ^\orld make liaiSals and strikes unnecessary. 
Nothin'; shoeld he done to :u ir t-u' solemnity of tiu' oecasion. Any eoiupulsion 
^Yill 1)0 out. of i'^hicc. \i is also iiccess.uy tliai. on sech a saco'd occasion t,h(‘re 
should he utiuost. e'^'^'t-uill and ciinc’j.d hr'^n'-'n the diir-o-cnt, ic.-ijon ol the Indian 
I'opnlation. I would i((oa>.t y.ea '•*'( Ih > 1er.ah-nl’s apj'ccd and liis instructions 
immediaudy tianslatcd in tJic i:..,in-ial Lomeam^ and distnhnle the two 
doeunients liroadcasi so liiat. ere.y < i>nc,w'S-ouan may know their contents. 

'.''hi' I't. ' i '■ !\i ^1 j'j) (I I 

The Tndei'cndc”-e Day is d-e.winc near. It is on lliis ] 'ey every year 
sinee Id.lJ liia' uc Ic.ve lemuctl oar ] led <• hdore oni’ nation and the world 
that ue shall not ic i i.il \, r U' h; • ( L ('.>m;,!e!e 1 ndcpendeiu'c and east 

Old (lie (diains ol icaci n d nuioed t,i i.-ii ioml ns isniy and sold, d'o-day we 

ar(‘ ])assin'; th:o. :li edPiced ii.nc. .a .ii > aw at, v. o wi:ii (’aidi other. Every 
nation that, is w c.ha a'-d diAos! ;o i-;.a ih.e i ec.-al i! i! y of chaith and 

ruin that, Ioom' ai ;,ie w., i-t. shi'.e nii -t shoe with t!.(‘ slaio'-ownei' th.e 

iH'sponsihilO y and (id.;.'.u o: ^ia <o\. ! i, is ilo' we.-k tie.r (ocale i lu) h'I iaiism. 

JjCt this the.cl..;;', i>;' ; .my (d sto k tak';i'’. I.et ns si'o'ch onr hearts il 

we liaoe not iiv od m ir..d'a! and na : na! co'idn.-j pro!onecd onr aa.onv. 

Let us ask Ocl^•i\es ii \ve Iii^c hecii tine to onr hisli id.eads, nohle ])iirpo.-.e 

and the pnia* me.ms \‘.ha‘i wc hire kent heto e onis-'i'.es to mdiieve our aim. 

!ci\c 1 taken .sway eveiy tinea' ol communalism 

.).i.-i!’;el pcr.-^ ms (.1 otin'i- iaidis and other views as 
my hlood lirodiO's / fla.e 1 ns a llindii done my little hit to wipe oil the 
blot of nntou ■! a’'d:!Y ? D.ive i all laed. my iiidniilnal anihilion to stand in 
l,he tvay ol th-’ advancement oi m-m'>e:s ol wi'aker eoni niunitie.s ? Have I 
hc'n triM' to the' niaeccs Dave 1 li-ditened their lumh'iis '! iia\'0 I in iiiy 
dally ri'ijid: cmchts and j'lo chases reniemhc;.'1 (he siaiviny millions distrihn ted 

ilironnh ihi' SvOiii hc-s -d mID.’is ? liaM* I hy my ]ieisonal <‘\ample idven them 

an idi'a of wha. t’ -y eo li'l dm to ii; Pi thems; Ivcs '! 

If in this iU'a'l Svi.iich we find te.al. we have iieyh’eted these duties ow 
]M;rformed tiiem pc Innc'■ >i .1 y h'l us, with huimoiity as oui witness, this day — 
the day of oar D'denemh'n-e-u'solvc that never more shall these duties be 
neylectcil oj- ju*: i nnet. n i!^ peiforme-l. 

d he WO! hi is in ilie (hcocs of a ive war that tlirc’att'us the very 

fouiidati )U of ci. ili/ation. J: lls' war is eanied on iiy -all jiaitu'S with tainted 

iu.)iives A\e may thspair of any Jinnriin' and (•(piitable woild order. What 

wo do in the eiisis is timr-fiae not only of iiuj'.nP-mee to ou: selves hut to the 

world. If hy onr non-\i>l.'nt nie.ms we <‘:\u jml an end to oni' internal strife 

and attain ireedom, we will ha\e pioo'd to a d):i!)'inn world ttiat it can yet he 
saved without the aid. of d-Mt.h-di-.dine iiis! rniui'nts of war. We can do tliis 
Oiily if wn' aie Irn.' 1 > onr nic !,; an ! Irm* .o Iho leader wdio lias jilaced tliia 

nreat, weapon ol lol ’occ in onr innids. !t is (he wi'a; on whi di even in 

AM'akncss and dcfcit s.ucs ;m onii'.idnal and ;i nation their seif respect. Let 
ns stick fast ihcictoie to tlu* anchor or non-Moh-nce. Lit onr non-violence he 
not of tlie w('ak hni ol (he sti-ony, ioitilicd aviIIi the moral jiisticc of our 

eauBC. In that s]'irit of lailh ami humility let us lake the liideiiendenee 

I’ledpe this year. 

77/'c P/\'s/\J(’nt's Jiibli net!'fis 

Tlic Working (Aminiiitee at its last meetin;!; jiassed a resolution calling; 

n]ion the country to observe llie Indi'pendenee Day with enlhnsiasm and due 

solemnity. It ])resciil)ed a pledye lo be taken ou the Judepeiidence Day. 18ince 
then obiections have Ix'cn raised rey,arilin^ poiti.nis of the plcd<;o relating to 

spinning and constructive t>roa,Tamnii‘. do meet these ohjeidioiis to the pledge 
ol lnd(;pendence 1 desire to make it clear that jio one is under any obli{;ation 
to take the pledcc as a whole or any ])art of it, and only those who are 

prepared to accept it should take it. The following procedure may, therefore, 
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be adopted at mecliiif;H convened on tlie 2001 .Fannary. The Chairinaii of tlie 
meeting nhonld e.x])Iain llie ]>lcd ^'0 fully so that ihc enlirc audience may 
understand it. It may th('n be read out by the (’hainnan ])aragrnph by para- 
grai)h and the audieri'*,e Kiujuld icpeat it. Any one not acccjiling any part of the 
j)Je !po need not repeal IJie poifmn not aeeeplabh' to him. 

While it is hop{'(l that ho'gest immbers in liie country -wi’il participate in 
the meetings of the L’C.lIi .laanuary, it should be ch'july understood that no 
])reRRure should be put on any on^‘ to join in (lie funclioiiH against his free will 
and there should be no stiikes auMvheie in lliis connc'-ilon. 

1'! /c//. c hd./ t'c^ ’■nthdur, 

.Tanuary 2()l,h was obseined as every year as the 1 iidependcuce Lay. 
This year’s eclehrations had a sj-'cijd si;jui{!c;ou e. 'i o the usual iiidcpend('U''e 
])lcdge was addl'd eouRlriK ti', e |ioLiamme whi.h tie naiion ba^ to entry out 
preparatory to the ptriiggle aliead. home of tlx' t^ociidisls lu.d (b ccti’d to tlie 
lU’ogramme being made a I'art oi tlie ]hdpe. '’liuy llu.ni.lit tty ph'deing 
themselves to itly the c/m/A'.o iculailv tiny wiie actcjtiug t]:e whole (d 
Gandhiji’s ]thilos()j'hy behind tu.e (■'■<■! hi.a and (ollave iI^du^lJv. hhey however 
waved their objection, Ihit some ntemhcis of tb.e new l iueaid Idoc ]'('rsist((l in 
their oi>)'osition. In raf-utla. the Ihuteal i’io\iuc::il Commirtee orpanisi'd 

one meeting in which tlu' paM, dcalinu with lie ('rml.'.t wjis tbiiuinali'd. In 
Liuknovv, the leader of the bonvaid I’Joe bhi‘-di (.r-. .o u-cd. a sepa:ate nu'etine. 
I'lirongliont the eonntry liowever tlu' olii-ial ] le-he was ialo !'. 'i lu- Woiking, Com¬ 
mittee had allowed all tliose who Iiad any coiishn .cuts ohp’cl irui to jtie.'lye them¬ 
selves to ]>ly \\{Q. rharhhd n'guho’lv, to rfli'ain tiom .-'(eegui thc.t ] art ot thi' i/ledee. 

d'hc day, this yi'ar, was M-ldnatcd with s;(i:al cig])u--:a ou, ]! bcean with 
ProJihdl lollowed by da^ lr»is!i:::’ and a - saint.-gtin. In ihe cM'ning tlic're 

were huge jirocessions fi'rmina:in'' lo juddic meetings wIuk' tlu' th!! implteations 
of tlie day and the piedee wcie ("• plained to tt.c aud.u n-e Atti'i that the I'ledmu 
was administered by tlu' ('ha'iiuan o( the meitiUL'. hliv'ie v .'s no in I erf eri'iicC' on 
the i)ait, of th(' (to', ernnuni. and Ib.e day i aa-ed icT •, aa a'i ui iy. ns usual memheis 
of al' eommuiiities and (das'se-', jaituiiated m tie e. !( b: ru a .jiS. <'ui IMuulim eoun- 
trymi'ii weic' as eousjh'uous by iheo’ presince as in (S.l 'i yeais in spite oi the 
League I’residf iit to l>oV'oll tie* day 

111 hondoii meetiiu s we.s lu !d to (chhiade t^’e (h At tb.e m,'’(tings ef.ii- 
veued by the Indian Nationad ('>uujui10‘(>, Indian hv,auai Ra and indi.m ijua^iiie, 
spee du's weie made esplaining the lue' l .m I'l 5 ;.y h be ,\. I. (\ C. ( dl'cc! 

rei 'i\<'d ea'oU'giam iimu N.'w ho.k w'et-'n i. w': 'b.d a j i Mic mec'ting, 

that we join tlie 1 nde| . ndaiu'e i ay < * h'.e a'uai ter the m, n < di>a’(, t.eidom tor 
liidii” Similar ealdegianns lia'.e • (une ihom odi''i lui.s oi tiie woild where 
Lniiaus ie,side. 


rresisjcatial iVieeUoa 

As announci’d in the Ihess two nanu s ol ?d: ulaiia .\bu;l .biadam A\rad and Sbii 
]\I. N. Eoy ha\e lieen ]>ioposed for the Trcsidi n’^^.|•. (t ih.' eicaung session (d tb.e 
Indian National Congiess to he held at Mamcialt (I’-eiaw. due . oustilu: ion allow s 
ten davs for a candidate (o witlidiaw his nanu' it he mi cbMi-,;-, and inloim the 
(h'lieral Secietary. In ec.^’e tlieie is a witluliawal it will be duly uotihi'd in Hie 
Press. If theiu' is no siu li notirieaiion in the 1‘irss it n.ust lu' iicsuincd (hat both 
eandidates piopose to cnnti’st tlu* Piesidenlial election, h lu' cic. giai accoidiiig lo llu' 
Hme-lahh' alieady pul.lwiual tak<s ] ha e on Id'hinary idth. < hi that day ’‘eiu h 
delegate in a ju'ovince sb.all he ('iitill. vl to leconl b.is cod' in la', oui of one of the 
candidali'S for tin' Prcsiih'iilship of the ('oneress at. a jdat e to Im; ii\(d by Ibe 
I’rovineial C’ongress C'ommittce” Ail. (XV). It must be eleaily undeisUKid that llic 
delegates liave to meet in one pbue. 

'J'his is the moio necessary as on that ^ery day, namely February J,!!]!, the 
d('lcgates in each p'lovince lia\e to elect one-eighth of the nnmher unless otherwise 
luoviclecl for in (he constitution, as meiiihers of the All-India Congress b'ommittee 
by the system of luoportional representation by single liansferable vote. After 
dividing the total number of delegates in each province by eight if there is a re¬ 
mainder of more than 4 an addilioiiai member to the All-India Congress Committee 
may be elected. If the remaindt'r is less than 4, it miisl not he counted. 

Each ])rovinec irres}'eetive of the number of its delegates is entillcd to elect at 
least h members to the All-India Congress Commilti^o exee[)t Itellii which is entitled 
to 4 members only (Art, XII a). 
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As soon as the Presidontial election is over the result with the number of 
votes secured by eaeli candidate must be wired to the All-India Coimress Committee 
Oilice. 

As sooji as the election of the All Fndia Congress Commitiec members is 
over the names of the members elected willi their permanent address must be sent 
to thi s otli( c. 

The j’roviiicial Congress Commil,tec ofliecs have also to auj^ply us with the 
list of names with the arldiesses of tlie delegates elected in eacli province. A eoj>y 
of the list must be su]>i)lie(l to the Secretary, the ltece])tion Committee, 5drd session 
of the Congress at Uamgarh (Pehar). 

Results of the Election 

IMaulana Abul Kalam Azail and Sliri AI. N. Roy’s names Averc proposed for 
the piesidcnisliii) of r)tr<l sc'^siou of tin; C\mgress to i)e Indd at Ramgarh (Rihar) 
in IMarcli I'.Un. The voting by tlie delejatc's look ]»laee in all ]*roA inces on February 
F), IDId. d'he All-India Congress tlommittec ():iice reeei\(Hl Avires fiom all pi’O- 
vim'CS eommiinicatiiig the lesulls of tlie voting. 'I’bere eould be no elections in 
llengal and Dellii as the delegates’ elections A\ere not over there. Maiilana Abul 
Kalam Azad Avas dcclaied (‘lecled aa Fresident by ISdl votes against 8Iiri M. N. 
Roy Avho ])()lled ISJ votes. The A-^otes polled by the eandidates in each i)rovinee arc 
given beJoAV :— 

Votes seen red 


Names of province 


Al. Azad 

Al. N. Roy 

(])—Ajmerc 




(2)-Andhra 


17:5 

ib 

(.■’>)—Assam 


■Ij 


Cl)- Ik'iigal 




(T))—Rihar 


2; 51) 

ii) 

(b) -Rombay 


19 

1 

(7)- Delhi 




(8)—Cujiat 


111 

i 

(0)—Kanuitak 


bJ 

19 

(lU) Kerala 


Sb 

1 

(lli — Alahakoshal 


97 

1 

C7) Alabarashlra 


127 

17 
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49 

(RR—Ftkal 
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Gandlii-Viccroy Interview 

In nsponsc lo an invilatinn from the Viceroy IMabalma Candid bad an inter- 
vicAY witii him on Fefu-uary !>. ItMO on llie, j-resent ]>oli(i<-al silualion in the country, 
d'he intrr\i('\v lasted ior two hours and a lialf. d'hc folloAving cornmnnique which 
Avas agiced to hclAAcen llie Viceroy and Mahatma (uuidhi Avas issued; 

‘An resi’onse to an invitation 1 rom Jlis Excellency Mr. Candid to-day came to 
see the Viceroy, A piolonged and veiy fiiendly discussion look ])laco in wldch the 
Avliole ]»osition Avas exhaustively examined. Air. Camihi made it clear at the outs(!t 
of tlie eoiiA ersation tJiat lie had no mandate from Uie (knigiess Working Committee, 
that he Avas not ('inpowered to eomniit in any Avay, and that he could sjieak on bc- 
lialf of bimselt only 

llis Fxeelleney set out in some detail the intentions and the i)ro])osals of His 
Alajesty’s CoACinmeut. lie emphasised in the tirst ])hu*e their earnest desire that 
India should attain Dominon Status at the earliest ])oHsible moment, and to facili¬ 
tate the achievement of tliat status by all means in their ])0Avcr. lie drew atten¬ 
tion to the complexity and ditlienlty of certain of the issues that called for disposal 
in that connection, in iiarticular, the issue of defence in a Dominion jiosition. He 
made it clear tha His Majesty’s Covernment were only too ready to examine the 
whole of the held in consultutioii with rc])re.senlativcB of all parties and interests 
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in India when the time eame. Tie made clear also the anxiety of Hia Majesty’s 
Government to shorten the transitional i^eriod and to biid[;e it as etrectivcly as 
liossible. 

His Excellency drew attention to the fact that, as he recently re])eated at 
Raroda, the Federal Hcheme of the Act, while at ])rcBcnt in Buspen u*. afforded the 
swiftest ste]>|)in|j^ stone to Dfjminioii Status, and that its adoption, with the consent 

of all concerned, would facilitate the solution of many of the tuoblems that had to 

be faced in that coniu’clion. 

He added that the oiler ](nt forward by liim in November last of an expan¬ 
sion of the (4overnor-( Jencral’s lOxecntive (^ouncil on the liiu's and on the basis 
then indiciated remained o]K‘n and that Jlis IMajcsty’s Government were prepared 
to ^ive immediate effect to that offer. 

Subject to tJic consc.nt of the parties affected, His Majesty's Government would 
be pre})ared also to leojH'ii the h'cderal scheme so as to expedite the achievement of 
Dominion Status and to facilitate the settlement after the War of the issue to whicli 
it pave rise. 

JMr. (iandhi expressed appreciation of the spirit in which these ])ro)iORals were 
put forward, but made it: clear that they did not, in his view, at this slape, meet 

the full demand of the Conpress I’aily. He snppested, and the Viceroy rpreed, that 

in the circumstances it would l>e ]>rcfeiable to defer for the present further 
discussions with the objec't ot a solution of the difficultitis which had arisen. 

Mahatma Gamlhi tnadc the followiia^ to the ja'ctis regarding Ja's 

conim^'t^atiovs irith the V^iccran on I'ac (Itfi. Fchruarij Jf>dO :— 

ff'he vital ditrcrence f)etween the (''onpress demand and the Viceroy’s offer 
consists in the. fact that the Vi(*(‘ro\’s otier contemplates final deteimination of 
India’s destiny by Ihitish Government \\hereas the Conpress contemplates just the 
contrary, ff'he Gonpress ])osition is that the test of real freedom consists in the 
l)eo]>le of India determiniim, their own destiny without outside intcuderfaiee. 

1 sec no ]>ios])ect whatsoever of a peaceful and honourable settlement between 
Enpland and India unless the vital diffi'rence is obliterated and Enpland decides 
U]ion the ripht course, namely, ac<-eptjnp‘ the iKXsilion tliat the time lias come when 
India must be allowed, to dcteimine her own constitution and lier status. When 
this is done the question of defence, the question ot minorities, the question of 
J‘iinc('s and the (piestion of Ivaropean interests will be automatically dissolved. 

Let me make this a little clearer, t^afepnards for the liphts of luinorilics is 
not only a common cause but a repri-scntatixe assembly of Tmlians cannot evolve a 
stable constitution without the fulh'St satisfaction beinp piven to the lepitimate 
minorities, I use the word lepitimate advisedly because' ] see that minoiitics crop 
1 !]' like mushi’ooms till there will be no majoiily lett. Ry the fullest satisfaction [ 
me.in s:itisfaction which will not militate apainst ]'iopn‘Ss of the nation as a whole. 

I would therefore in the e\cnt of differences refer tliem to the hiphest and most 
iinpaitial trilmnal that can be conceived by liuman iupenuity. Its voice shall be 
iinal as to what will amount to the fullest satisfaction of minoiity interests. 

t*^o far as defence is conccined surely it will be the piimary C'ncei-n of free 
India to make her own arranpement. It may well be that India w’ould wumt 
elaborate ])rej)arations and would want Rrilain’s hclj) if it is piven to enable her to 
do so. 'J’hanks to Impiuiai policy, unarmed India is left wholly unprotected except 
by Rritish bayonets and Indian soldiers whi(di Riitish ]'ower has broupht into 
beinp. it is a jaisition humilialinp alike to Riitain and India. I am ]icisonally 
not, concerned because if 1 carry India with me 1 would want nothinp beyond a 
IHilice foTce for proleciion aeainst, d-icoits and llu' hkc. Rut so far ns defence is 
conc(;rned unarmed and iieacelul India wuuild rely on the pood will of the whole 
world. Ihit 1 admit tliat it is only a day-dream at thejuesent moment. 

So far as Euro]H'nn inteicsts are conci'rncd the emphasis on the word 
lOuropean must be wholly removed. Rut that doi s not mean that a free India 
should be free to contiscate Jhiropean interests or any other inteicsts. Tiierc 
would be as there should be provision for reasonable comj'cnsation for any exis- 
tinp interests which are lepitimate and not Iiarmful to the nation. It follows 
that there can be no question of favouritism which is beinp enjoyed to-day by 
European interests. I would repaid them as hip zamindars or capitalists and they 
would be placed on the same footinp as these. 

Ho far as the rriiu'cs arc concerned they are free to join the National Assembly 
which will determine Imlia’s fate not as individuals but as duly elected represen¬ 
tatives of their own people. As Rrinces they are hip vassals of the Grown. I fancy 
they have no status apart from the Crown, certainly not superior to the Crown itself. 
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If the Crown parts with the power it 1o-day enjoys over tlie whole of India, 
naturally the rrinccB have to, and it should be their pride to look np to the 
fiiieccsMor of tlie Crown, namely, the ]»eople of India for tlio preservation of their 
status. 1 hof)e tin's will not he eonsidered to be a tall c-lairn made by me on 
behalf not of tlie Conjj^ress, not of any siimle party, but of (he unrepresented 
dumb millions. No claim made on their behalf can be considered too tall. I am 
myself an insi^niticant bein.i;. Dut 1 am sui^posed to have some hold over these 
dumb millions. 1 know that in every fibre of my l)eiip; 1 am also one of them. 
AVithout them I am nothie.e;. I do not even want to exist, 1 want on their 
behalf an honourable settlement with Ihitain without even a nonviolent f],e,ht. 
My dictionary has no such expression as violent fi<j,ht. Yesleiday 1 juit this view 
before His Excellency in as courteous and friendly lanpnape as I was capa))le of 
usine;. We approached the discussioji as p.ersonal friends each believing in the 
other’s sincerity. We understood each other and both recomiiscd tluil there still 
existed a wide pulf between the position taken by the Lritish (loveiiiment a.s 
explained by him and the ])osilioii lalom by the Congress which 1 put fornard 
thou^;h not as an accredited representative of the (’onjj,ress but ccutainly as a self- 
apipointed representative of the dumb millions. We parted as fii^'nds. I have no 
disappointment in me that tin* nec,otiations have failed, d'iiat failiuo I am to 

use, as T am sure he is ^oin^’ to use as a stcjijtin^ stone to success. Ibit if that 
success docs not come in the near future I can only say Heaven help India, Ihitain 
and the world. The luesent war must not be deciclcd by a clash of aims but must 
be decided by the moral strength that each "{'arty can show. If Ihitain cannot 
recognise India's legitimate claims, what uiil it be but Jhitain’s moral 
bankruptcy ? 

President's correspondence with Sliri Saral Chandra Bose 
The following eorrcs)K)ndence ]^assed between the Congress ]’resident and 
yiiri h^arat Chandra Lose r('garding Dengal ;— 

Copt/ of the tel(‘<iram revet ted from Sj, Sorat P> t^e ott Jatiuanj Jo, /''> it) ; — 

Working Committee decision confiiming Ad Hoc Committee ]aiblis]ied to-day 
most unfair unjust. Have ])roved to demonsliation that Woiking C'oinniitt{'e had 
not shred of a ease or constitutional aiithoiily to such a)>)'()in1 mciit. 'I alk of 
]a\rtial and unfair ehx-lions ctunes with ill-grace after ai>point ment. Ad Hoc 
Committee that- consisliiic. solely 7 (‘piesentati\es minority ]:aiticR and aft('r tindiiins 
of your owu violence emp'iry <a)mmittce whidv you nc\ci phuaal lu ioie Maliatmaii 
or Woiking t’ommil t(‘c. llcilucst, )ou sulonit decision soon j cicrcinliim Ihaigsd 
C'Ongressnu'u and tour Icaiaal with your Ihucal cijllcas ucs. Addri'ss juibbc 
meetings justify dccisimi 1 bearina' all expenses, JHiidly wiic ci-tarna* ic([ni’st.. 
dopt/ of the felr(/i(nii :^ent In/ Uit/eitdro Pah/t /;/ lefl/i t.> <<')'0.' oj/ doii. .’PJ : — 
Your tch'aiaiu. W'e must, ayice to ditl’cr. Constitution do(s not, provide for 
!i])])enl against VV'orkmg t'ommitP'c to leh-rcmlinn or j-ublic meeiiiigs suggested by 
you but you umy a])pcal A. 1. C. C if you like. 

Co/tt/ of the tih-ijniiti needed J/f'tit Pj. Porot J/osi' on Joncoi t/ JtitO :— 

Your yest-enlay’.s teh'g.ram (V.nstil utioii docs not, ])roNide tor a]-pointim nt 
Ad Hoc. Commitli'c l)ut you ami VAoikiug C'Ommit,t<M^ did not hesitate iidc rough¬ 
shod o\er coiistitulion, I'ltimate aailioiity ail comsiiintion wiittcii oi unwritten 
is general electorate luil yon art' taking hiv.yeis dcleiict' of appeal to A, I. C. C. 
which lias ])ackcd majority c(>mmi!(ci‘ to supj'o.t Minr (h'cision irri'Si>cc!ive merit. 
As pnlilic, man jlcase appeal ,.ene'al clccloratc if vui tliink your decision right. 
In nominating new memlM'is (‘h''‘lion (lihnnal nnd'crsland yon consulted minority 
group li. 1’. C. C. and ap] ointcd two noniinci'S of tlii'ir. lint did not, ask suggestion 
majority groiij). Kindly wik' if prci'und to eliange at least one name. 

(htpij of Tele/jrttni ^vnt > -i IPtj'ndm Poiot in rcj lij in ahnve on Plst. Jan ;— 
Av’orking Committee holds itself compett'nt apjoint Ad Hoe Committee wit.liin 
constitution. A'onr retlection on A. I. C. C. as a lacked body wholly unjnstitied 
and iinworlliy and ('xliemcly insulting to the (longrcss organisation in other 
])rovinces. Woiking CommitU'e deiives its antlioiily fioin (Amgress as whole and 
not from any jnvi tii'ular piovinec in nee constitution undcis'.andably permits no 
ajipeal against it to membeis of ])arlicnlar piovince. Chairman of tiilmnal your 
nominee lliiendra Kumar Dey my own nominee known to me for thirty-live ycais 
Ihuipendra Lose suggested by other two iiicmliera of iiibnnal. A'our assumption 
unfounded hence no change necessary. 

Cop// of the tclefiravi received jrotn Phri Parnt Chandra BofiC on the Ut. Feh : — 
Your telegram. Working Committee viiay claim eompcteiiee appoint Ad Hoc 
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Committee but eonHliliiliotj no-wliere ‘;ives (hem ri^’ht. Moriiini^ tcle<::r:im slates as 
is I'act tlwit A. I. C. (b has puckod jiiajorily to re.idster (k)ii;;r(’ss execiilives decision, 
i )id not use woids pju-ketl body eannoi. understand v.'iiere insult nn worthiness 
nnbistifnibility eome in. AViIl yon ayiee relerendnin Indian (t I 'yessmen. Sne;- 
jjcsied tribunal eliainnans nam;; duiiue- dir^et;ssi.)n hiu. no!, iny nomUH't; l.\vo other 
inemljciB wellknown elose liinds associates liuioyejidra Talil. representalive minority 
prod]) Seerelary Ad Jloe ('omniillee theieloio sn;';';eHled om; rej'iesentativn! 
neajority pionp. 

7V/(‘ follow’'Uj y's the text (f Rojot R loll. ;- i r I'ophf, dol'’'! Frh 

I ree.eiv(Ml your telepiam (.‘1 ; •■sWnd;r.'s da'e. I am snr:-;isi'il tliat yon are 
ninible to see the insult to llio nunnhejs ot l!\e A. T. (h (\ in echline; tlunn a 
piieked body of iiiajority. i)o'‘S it not strike yon tliat a pa-ked majority me.'ins 
that tliosc who do inO liappim to .nyiee with yon inive no! heeii iaiily jiiid honeslly 
elected and do not, honestly \o:.,‘ and t!,e inimniiy wlio ]jaj>-cn to jipioe with you 
alone possc'ss the distiiie.iion oi ha\ina ijeeii ulnined faiily toel of votiny honestly? 
j’»y sayinp that yon haic only sia'td a laei. by sa\iiie, that m the A. 1. C. C. 
tin re is a I'aeked nmioiitv, y)n liave made llu' nisnlt only nioie pointed, d'lie 
assertion is ^^l;o!!y nninsiiheA and niiuo'l.hy. I eaiinot iinayine a preater insidt 
to the nienibi'i's rontn'; iie>l and to the ele-’to: ate, \\l.i"h lernriied them, ruhlie 
work het oines imjosiihte li ne he,-'in Jo (bd) e\cio,-_)ne v. ho Inis t.lie misfoi-tnin; 
to diHer liom ns as dishone-.t, as yoo seem to drd» the inajonly ol nunnhers of 
tc.e .A. 1. (’. lluwe.er, 1 d) n )t wish to ji-oMie tins matter any tnrther. As 
I wiredi l»» yon the W'oikine Ciim m i! tee diilei v.ilb ^oii on ll;e cpnestioii of 
eoiislitutioiud 11 'his oi the W'o.kini; Cknnmiltec to a:)i:oint an Ad Iloe Commitlem 

1 am nnahie to nmhnsland what ^ou in'-aii by ‘ Ih ftn eiidnni of Indian 
C'onpressmeii'. icch'pa’i'S ot tlie Coiieiess are eleeted by all tlic ('onpiessnum of 
the eouiiliy !!!!(l it. is li.ese del-'eates wlio eleet the memheis of the _ ^V. I. C. C. 

] have i:e\(’r lieard ol a disimte invulvinp tlie (|nes;i(.n oi eonstitntional powers 
of a snpeiior body vis-a-vis an inierior b(»dy and ae'.nm taken liy tlie former apainst 
the latter l,•elllp settled by a lefei eiuinni. Avill yon please imdcc tlie position clear? 

As rejaitls yiiir allepulions apainst Urn two meuilii’is of the d'ribunal, I am 
leferiinp the mailer to the Ohaiimaii of the 'rnhnnal. 

Fiom a teleprai'hie summary of the resolutions adopted by the Executive 

Couiieil of the llenaal Ih Ch (A on ibe dMcli ultiino, it apjH-ars that they liave 
(h' ided om e a;,’aiu to defy tlie autb.oiity of the Woikinp (’'ommittee. I am awaitinp 
ioll text ol th.e 1 esolulioiis. if the iull text beais out the eorreetm’ss of the 

M.mmaiv. then ]nobahly no fnilher question will ari^c. M) far as 1 can judpe, the 
A\h)il inp C'ommillee will not be iprepared to enter into any further diseubsioiis in 
the matter in laee of these rei»eated detiaiires of its authoiity. 

(1) Gaiulbiji on the Presoiit Situation 

Tho foUoiviiKj (irtii'hs hi; Mobohna Gondhi inith’r tho (dndiov oj “77;e 
appro red iit a ts.-.iic of tin' '^IJm; lent" on ibr January lOiO \— 

1 eoiipiatnlale the h^oeialisls, the llovists and otheis who have s]!oken out 
their minds on si>innin;:. 'I he situation that faces the country is most serious. 
If civil lesist.anee is deelaied in riplit eainest,^ iheie should ix^ no suspension unless 
tlwre is a ])! 0 ’per setlienu'nt. It, theiefoie, follows that if the tipht is to be non¬ 
violent the non-violence must be nnadidteraled. I must not wi’aken in my statement 
of the rcquiiemciits. It 1 hesitate, I would lietray th.e national cause. 1 dare 
not lead an army that does iu»t answer the qnalifiealion whi.-h I repaid as 

essenlial for snceess. 

No half-hearted allepianee will do, l)i\ided allepianco will lead to disaster. 
The eiities should realise that 1 have not imjiosed myseli on the Conprcs.s I am 
no dictator, thoiiph 1 have bemi piven that ni'duiame by unkind friends. J have 
no saiietion for imposinp my will on any pm son. d'herc'foie, f call myself truly 
a seivaut of the jhioj'Ic, The public should know that 1 ha\o not even been 
loimidly appointed “pencralissinio.” Not that the Workiup k'omniidec would not 
pive me the formal appointment. Ihit I suppested and the members apreed that 
there was no necessity for it. Thus, if ever there can be a bond oi nnmixed love 
and confidenec lictwx'en a pcnoral and Ids men, tins is such a one. TLeie is iiothinp 
to prevent the Conpress from ipnoiinp me and I'assinp any resolution it likes, 
dhere is iiotliinp, so far as I am eoneerned, to prevent any i-eison or any ])rovince 
or district from declarinp Civil Eisobcdionce at liis or its own risk. They will he 
puilty of indiscipline towards the Conpicss. But 1 can do nothing in regard 
to such iusubOidinatioii. 
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Hoiico it hIu)u 1(1 bo iinnocossary for me to ar<:nc out the oaHo for spinirni^. 
It Bhonld 1)0 euoiie:li that it is the 7<‘(juiremnut that every Satya^^rahi has to fulfil. 

Ihit 1 7iiust coutiuuo to aj’i^ue, till I convert opi)oiH*iils or T own (bdcat. J^^or 
iny iiiissioj) is to convert every Indian whetber he is a Hindu, Muslim or any 
other, even EiiLilisIniion and finally the woild, to non-violenee lor regulatin';- mutual 
relations whether political, cconomi'-, social or reliyious. If 1 a.m accused of 
l)em<; too ambitious. I shouhl ])lead i^nilty. If I am told tliat my dream can ncvi'r 
matcuialise, I would answer 'that, is possible,’ and eo my way. I am a seasoned 
s\>!diiu- of non-violence, and I have evidtmee en )U;;h to sustain my faith. Wiiether, 
therefore, 1 lia\e one comraile or more or none, 1 must continue my exjxuiment. 

The first thine; T would like co-workm-s to realise is that, 1 have no liate 

in me for a sinple EuLilisninau. f am not intmaisted in di'ivini;' him out of India. I 
am interested in converting liim into a si'rvanl of India, instead of his btiin'; and 
helievinp liimself to he a ruler or a memher of the rnline, race. I feel towards him 
precis.'ly as 1 le(d towaids an Imlian, no matter what, liis faith may be. Tiicreforc 
tliose who do not siiaie this elementary qii.ility with me, eaiinot become 

eo-Satyai;raliis. 

IMy love of Kuidishmen is not of the drawiny-room type. No one has 
iminted their imperialism in more lurid cohmis than jnuhaps f have. l>ut, tlnm 

1 ha\-e done bkc\\D(! in my domestic as also j'.olitical cii'cdc. The lo\(‘ c'f niv coii- 
eojitiou, it i(, is as soil, as a I’osc petal, can also be haider Ilian (lint, iMy wife has 
had to e\p(‘rieuce the hard variety. .Aly (‘hli'sf. son is experimiciu^; it<'\ 0 'u now, 

I liad Ihoueht 1 liad pained r^ubhas Ikibii lor all lime as a sou. 1 liad the 

I'ain of wholly asso ■iaiiiip myself wiili the ban pronouneeil on liim. Time was 

when Dr. Kiiaie and Vir Naiiman n^cvl to say that my word was law for tliem. 
Alas, 1 (an no loucer claim Uiat authority. Anyway, 1 was party to the 
disciplinary measures taken apainst them. 1 maintain that, I lune acted towards 

them as 1 have acted towaids tiiose who are eonsnleied nearest and dearest to 
me. In all my dealings lo\e lias dictated my actions. 

Even so have I acted towards Ihiplislimeii. Of eourse, they have called me 
all kinds of names when 1 liave iouplit them. 'riuur bitter enticism of me had as 
much efl'ect on me as their prais-x 1 say all this not to claim or ('xpect any 

eertiticate oi imult. I want to show that because 1 liave said bard thiiips ab()iit 

Lritish rule and methods, ill-will against Englishmen must not be imputed to me. 
h’hose, therefore, who arc filled with ill-will araimst them will lind me a misfit in 
the end. 

I am enunciating; no new idea lierc. They are to be found in ‘Tndian Home 
Rule” (Hind Swaraj), which was wiitten in I'dtS wlnm tlie te.-hnitpie of Salyapraha 
was still in ]'Voce^s of formation. The \Uiaikha’ li.ad become i»art of this i)i()mainme 
of love. As 1 \\as pietiirinp life bastul on non-violence, 1 saw tli.at it must he ic- 
dnecd to the sim])lest teims consistent with bipli thiukinp. I'ood and rainnmi will 
always remain the inime neeessilies ol lile. Life itself beeonu's impossible if 
these two aie not assuied. For non-violent dcfoiu-e, theiefore, society lias to be so 
constructed that its members may be able as far as ])ossib!e to look utter tluMnsel\( S 
ill the lace of an invasion from without or disturbances within. Just as a domcslic 
kitchen is the easiest thin” in such circumstances, tin* ‘takii’ oi at most tin' spinniii!; 
wheel and the loom are tlie siinjtlesL possessions for tlie manufaednn; of cloth. 
Socuety based on nou-violeju'e can only consist of proiips settled in villages in which 
voluntary co-operation is the condition of dipnifieil and p(’acetul existence. A 
society which anticipates and piovides for meeting violence with violen'‘e will either 
lead a ])recaiious life or create bip cities and magazine for deleii'-e purposes. It is 
not iiureasonal)le to i)resumc from the state of Euio'pe that its cities, its monster 
factories and liiipe armaments are so intimately inter-ri'lated that the one cannot 
exist witliont tlie otlier. 'Hie nearest ainproaeli to civilisation based upon non-violence 
is the erstwhile villape republic of India. I admit that it was very crude. I know 
that there was in it no non-violence of my definiuon and conception. But the 
perm was there. All 1 have said may be ])iirc folly. It lahovos me as a faithful 
servant of the nation not to hide my folly. J'liere is no doubt that wc arc on 
the eve of a bip chanpe. T hope it will be for the better, but, it may be also for 
the worse. 1 must Jiave the courape to share with my co-workers my innermost 
thoiiphts even thouph I may risk the loss of their co-oi>eralion. 

To resume the arpumeiit. It is from that perm that 1 have develoiied the 
Icehnicpie of noii-violemte. If the ‘charka’ can bear the ample interpretation 1 
have put upon it, it becomes the most effective weapon in the armoury of Batyapraha. 
The weak thread from the wheel binds the millions in an unbreakable cord. One 
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yard of tlic thread may he useless, })iifc millions of unendinj:^ threads spun by 
williiif; and knowin;^ liands will make a eord strong enough to bear any strain 
tliat may bo ])nt ni-on it. Ihit hetween 1908 and 1911 the idea remained dormant. 
9Iie whole sclnane Avas eorn-eived for liuha. N(;verlli(*l(‘ss the Hi)irit of it was worked 
out even in South Afric-a. I'lie lile of the Sa1ya;_rai»is there was redue.cd to Bimi)lest 
terms. Whether barristers or others, tln'.y leaiwjt the dij;rdty of labour. They 
aeecpted voluntary ])overty as their lot in life and ide.dified themselves with the 
])Oor. Ou my aiiival in India I beijan siuele-haiided to work for revival of the 
‘eiiarkha’. lii I'ld, khadi fiecame one of the chief items of the eonstrnetive pro¬ 
gramme of the (.tonpo'oss. ’Ilie ‘eharklnd ocenpied the ceniie of the ('on{r,ress Flap; 
with its vital eonne<-[ion with non-\ioleiiec. 1 am, theref»)rt, to-day saving nothiup; 
new. Ihit as lias olten liappeiied ])e()ple Jiave passed hy what I lia\e said until 
they liave been eoiuiselled to take action. 

1 liavo jAieat repai'd itir all the eonira‘!es avIio have been writiuLi; apainst the 
‘eiiarkha’ and its imjilicatious. 'I'lny ar{! lendeiinp a Her\ ice liy puidinp the country 
ueeordinp to their liehts. 1 do nor, v;ant their me.-hanieal assent to my require¬ 
ments. I should take it it it seined the national i)ur[tose, but I know that it 
eannol. 

I must hero consider Sir C’liimanlal fselalvad’s letter to the “Times of India.” 
We h;u(', had ])()litical dijr‘r('ucc.^ pra-ti.•idly since my return lo India in 191 j. He is 
an eminent lawyer. But th.at no more enriihs him to eive an aiifiioiitative opinion 
on the eeononn of the 'chaikha’ than on tlie use of inlantry in modern Avarfarc. I 
invite him to study the literatuic tliat lias prown rounel it. I promise that lie 
Avill revise his opinion on its poOn.-y. Muy 1 also remind him that 1 claim many 
mill-owners amoni; my fiiends ? q’iiey know my views about mills. ’Hicy know, 
too. that 1 have liad a'share in ]:!oiiiot.i!u; the pros’peiity uf our mills. tSir Chiman- 
lal should also kiiOAV that 1 am enidi.ip, ihe poli.-y of the lamest and most ]iovver“ 
fill labour union in all-Iielia. .My ojt|>()sition to the inilis is nnhendinp; and nii- 
eompromisinp. But it is witolly non-violent, and 1 make liold to say tliat the 
milloiwners will he tlie hr.st to mve me that eenifieate. iMy eonncetion with the 
mills is a happy and eomoh-le illnsliatioii of noM-\io!ent resistance. I nee.d not be 
reminded that they pamper me heeanse tlicy know tliat my activity cannot touch 
tlnm. 1 rlalter m.Aselt uilii tlm iKlief that they know better, dliey knOAV that, 
if with my fixed views ahoiit mills I had violent intentions about tliem, my activity 
could cause so lU'ch lionhle linit they Avniild he ohlipeil to treat me as an enemy 
and to summon tin' nssislam-e oi ihc law ai ainst me. 

But 1 like Sir Gliinianhd's ehailenpe to the ex-i^.linislcrs. liCt them speak. 

(P) Tlie Diseoiitieiita 

The fallou'i.if/ (irticlr tin Icr the ohai e by M. Gandhi appeared on 

.'la loth, Jannnn/ If'-li) — 

Siiri Jaiprakash Naraiii ami Sliii 8'ami»urnanand have. B))oken in no nneerfain 
terms apainsr the a ldeie.inm to tlu' pledge to lie taken on the '-’(kli instant. I have 
};reat reearil for them. They are able and brave and have suflered for the country. 
1 should count it a ])ri\il('pe to have them as companions in arms. I .should 
love to A\in them over to my Aiewpoint. if the battle is to come and I am to lead 
it, 1 shonhl not be a!)!e to do so Avilh half-eon\ineed or donbtiiip. lieutenants. 

I am not spoiling fora fiplit. 1 am tryinp, to aA’oid it. \\diatever may he 
true of tlie m(}mbe:s of tlie M'oikinp, Ckmimitlee, I wholly endorse Sulihas Pabu’s 
eharpe that 1 aui caper to liave a compromise with Britain if it can be had Avith 
honour. Imleed, f^atyapialia demands it. 'llierefore, 1 am in no hurry. And yet 
if the lime came and if i had no follower, I should be able to i)ut up a Binp,le- 
handed lipht. 

But I bavc not lost faith in Britain. I like that latest prononneement of 
Lord Linlitlipow. I believe in his sincerity. There are niidonhtedly snaps in that 
speech. Many i’s have to be dotted, many t’s have to he (‘I’osscd. But it seems 
to contain germs of a settlement honourahlc to both nations. 'Ihose, therefore, 
Avho work Avith me have to aiipreeiale this side of me. Berhaps, from the 
standpoint of the dissentients, this compromising nature of mine is a disqualifi¬ 
cation. If it is, the country should knoAv it. 

Shri Jaiju-akash Naraiii has done well to clear his and the Socialist Party’s 
position. He says of the constructive programme. “We have never accepted it as 
the only or even as an adequately effective weapon in our struggle. Our views 
regarding these matters have remained unchanged. Rather, they have been 

Btreiigthened by the helplessness of the national leadership in the present crisis... 
29 
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Jjct stiidniits como out of Iheir stdiools and colleges on that day and let workers lay 
down th(!ir tools.” 

If the majority of Con.Lrrossinen entertain the views that Shri .Taiprakash 
prO]>oiinds on behalf of tlio Sodalist Party, I ean never hope to lead sueh an 
army to siieeess. lie lias no laith either in the ]n‘o.;ram me or in the jn eseot leader¬ 
ship. 1 sin;iAesL to him that he has quite uneons-.-ioiisly disereilited the pn’>:tramme 
he would carry out merely “he-anse the nation’s lliuh Command desire it.” 
Imagine an army marehin;j; to the haltle without faith in tlu' weapons to be 
used and in the leaders who have presca-ibed them. Such an army can only brin^ 
disaster to itself, its leaders and the caus(!. If I were in Shri ,laipiakasli’s i)laee 
and if I felt able to tender disf.ipline, 1 would adrise my party to jemain iniloors 
and silent. If I could not, 1 would preach open re',oil and frustrate the d('sii;ns 
of an ineirective Icadci shi[>. 

Ap;ain, he woidd liave the students come out of lh<’ir colb'jcs and schools and 
workmen lay down their tools. Now lliis is a 1,'ssoii in imlivcipiini!. !l I had my 
way 1 would invite every sMi lcnt lo ivm lin in ins s.-ao >1 or c-olb-ct' nnlcss Ik* cot 
leave or the i*nnc)])al (hv-ided to close the ci)!]c:e oi- S(‘ho )1 in older to take i>art in 
the celebratiou. 1 shoulil eive simiiai au\ i-e to the woikmen. 

Shri Jaiprakasii comi>!ains tliai. tlie WoiIcmil; Clommitlec has uiven no details 
about the work to be (loue on the Independence l\iy. 1 ihoucht that with tlie 
])roeramiue of tratemisine, and kli.adi there was no ne<^d for detailed instruction. I 
should eNi>ect (.^on cress (dommittrvs everywhere to arriinue s.viuniue demonstration, 
khadi hawking, and the like. 1 o’oservo th.it some Cinmniees are doin,; so. [ 
had eype-tel (C’i.;tess (.’I'limirees to mike ))re)»a; at lo’is from the day t.he 
AVen’kui'c, Cmimiiiee resilutioii was published. 1 shall measure the siien”tli of the 
nation s lU'sponse not nviady by the quantity ol yarn spun but lu.unly by the kiiadi 
sales lhr()ue,hout the eoiiutiy. 

Finally, Shri daipiaka.^h says: ‘ We advanced for our part a new iiroc,rmmc, 
that of labour and peasant ore,aniha!ion, as the loundalion of a re\olutionary mass 
movement ” I dread tin' lunypiaee nsi'd. I have oripinised b >tdi, but not perhai)S in 
the way hhri .Tuiprakiish has in mind, q’lie simteiiee demands liirtht'r elu •idation. 
If they are not oreuniscl on a strietly pea-nddil lo.itin-;, they may (lama;e non¬ 
violent action as they did dinin'; the R.owlatt .Vet Satya^ralia and later during' the 
hartal in llomay o\n:r the ihunee. of Wale’s visit. 

Shri hamnnrnaiiand has raised a siiiritnal issue. He thinks that, the original 
])ledee should not have been t.ampered with thoi;i;h, as lie saj's, and liyhtly, it was 
diseoursive. I was its aiitiior. 1 wanted the people not merely to repeat the 
‘mantra’ ot 1 iideiieiideiiee but to educate the ])eople as to its why and wlierefor. 
it was later amende 1 when eerl.ain |)Ortions of tlie orip,inal h.id beeome meaning¬ 
less. 1 admit the saeredness of the ‘mantra’ of 1 ndejiendenee 'riiat, was ,i;uvGn 
to us when the fjokamanya first uttered ; “Swaraj is my birih-iieht.” It was 
cane,lit by tliousa’uls and is ipiininj; stren;,th from day to day. it is now enshii- 
iied in the hearts ol millions. 

I hold that th(‘addendum this year was necessary. 11 adds to the saereduess of the 
original and tells the people how everyone can contribute to the realisation of national 
freedom. I feel, therel iiu', that Slii'i Samj)nrnananirs objeelion really arises from his 
disl)cli(b in tlie eonstimetn'e ]> roe, ram me. He says: “If making it an int('i;ral 
part of the ]>le(lee mi'ans that we are definitely eommittine; onrsidves lo a poTiey 
of villaye^^indii.sLries as opjtosevl to mass prodnetion, limn 1 as a Socialist, cannot 
ae(*ei»t it. Of ('ourse, f r-auiiot i;i\e the Jeeal inti'rpretatioii of the pled.ee. It cum 
only 'civc'ii by the Workiiii; Ctmimitiec. l>iit as the (icaeral rc'sponsible for 
deelarini; and eoinliietin; a non-viohuit war, I am bound to say that this mentality 
must Intel hire ivith mass propaganda A leader like Sampnrnaiiandji can either 
tlirow iiimsell whole-lii'ai lediy in the stniejclo or not at all. He will create 
coiifnsion in the mass mind by hem;:; hali-hearted in his exposition of tile adden¬ 
dum. 11 kliadi has not an abiding jilace in the national piujgramme, it should 
have no ])laee in the uildeiidum. If there is anything more etlectivc, it should 
be put bc'fore the nation. 

d here need lie no hush-hush ]>olic.y because a l)ig fight is said to be impending. 

It is not necessary for all to be of one mind. But it is absolutely necessary that 
those wdio have to be in charge have a living faitli in the programme they have 
to work out. No make-believe will answer the present requirements. 

ft has been suggested to me by a Congressman wielding great inlluenee that 
as soon as I declare civil resistance I would hud a staggering response this time. 
Ine whole labour world aud the kisans iu many parts of India will, he assures 
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me, declare a BimultaneoiiB strike. I told him that if that happened, I should be 

most embarrassed and all my plan would be upset. 

I must confess that I have no positive j lan in front of me. T.et me say 

that fiod will send me the j'lan when he {lives ihe. wor<l as he las done before 

now. Jle has be(!n my iinl'ailmj; {inide and has sustained me ihioimhout iny 
stormy life. 'I'his, howevt'r, I know that no ])lan tiiat 1 may ]'i.t bcfoic the 
country will admit of nnre<.'nlated and s{toiadie stiikes, because that must lead to 
violence and, tlKMctore, automatic suspension of the non-violent Hliu;jLle. It would 
amount to my <liHmi;-sal 1 am suie the Socialist leadeis and otliei dissentients 
do not (‘Xpect me to embaik on a struyele whicli 1 know Id fmehand is likely to 
end in disaster. I ask lor lieutenants and men who will act as oi (' mind. 

Even if somehow or other we adiievc nominal indcpendi n-'C. we enniiot 

eondiict national athiirs with any deeiee ol success unh'ss we have won the sliiic^ile 
in the manner {ucscrihed by me. Without real non-violence theie would ie jeiiect 
anarchy. 1 hope I am not I'xpcctcd knowing,ly to iiiiderlake a li':ht that must 

end ill anarchy and red ruin. 


The ludcpcndcKce Day 

The folUnriiig uvde7' the ahore caption hij (Jandhiji appeared on the Slit. 
Januarn 1910 : — 

d’hoii'^h fpiestions re'^ardini; tlie foitlicomin*; 1 ndi'pcndenci' day I'ledce slionid 
bo ])roj)crly addicssed to tlic Coii'.'ress t^cfuetary and the riesidciit alone can i;i\e 
aiitliontative answers, tlu'y are continually l>ein{; addiesscd to me and as 1 have 
undertaken the ibity of declaiinc civil resistance and leadmu the at my should a 
stru{i{ile become necessary it becomes iiieumbent on me to answer ceiiaiii questions 
before tlie Ldhh .Iannary. 

il) Let. it be lemembered that if civil resiste.nce is to be dcctaied it will 
have to be more non-violent than ever liefore it oidy to siiovv lh(‘ wariinc' nations 
of the earth that a bii: {'(‘Oj Ic like that of India c;in h^jbt non-violently lor recain- 
inc their freidom. 'Jiu'ielore, 1 shall resolutely lelime to hylit, unless 1 have Bulli- 
cient confidence that Eonj,ressmen will render implicit obedience. 

(lO d'here is as much valour in sell-denial as there is in lusbinjj; into the 
furnace proviilcd tliat. the motive is (he same in eiiin'r case. 

(h) d lic I ndi'pcndi'iice Lay is an annual Icaluia' in tlu' Eoncicss ])ro{;rammc 
and is unconnected with civil ics stance. Hence (lie loiibcomiu” ctdebi at ions must 
not lie niislaki’ii fora dcclaiatum o( civil lesislanee. Nev ei i iiciess il, would seive 
as an iiidcA of liu' discipline amonp, ('onpicssmen and ihose miliums, wlio liave 
liit.hcrto ansvvcicd the tVmpn'ss call. 'J’heio should, on one liaud, bo the lai{;est 
dcmonstiatioii ol all the juivions oiu’S w(‘ have luul and on the otlu'r it should be 
of a (luiractcr as pea‘cful as to du-aim all eiiticisin and induce and enable women 
with iiabes, little childien and aped ja’ople to join the d( monsliation. ^iieh was 
the (huiionsnation on the tith vXpiil, Jblb, in Ikmibay, 

( 1) Students have asked me what they should do. 1 would expect them 
individually to take the I’ledpe for it means ilieir detennination to win indepen¬ 
dence for India (hroiiph truthful and non violent means, symbolised in tlie 
eonsti'iictive {iropvmiime, in which charka is the central activity. (Mhcr items aie 
harmony ainonp ditVerent comnuinitieB and eradication of uiitouchahility. d'hese 
do not constitute a slrupple but tlieir fnllilmcnt is indispensable lor it. If the 
strnccle comes studenls will not strike. Tliey wdll leave their schools or cokcfpes 
for {pood. Ibit students will not strike on the L^bth. It will he jpood if the autho¬ 
rities themselves, as they well micht close their institutions and lead their staff 
and students in processions and oilier items of the j»rocrainnie. 

The same thin{;s ai>]>ly to lahonr. Those, who without leave, absent themsidves 
from work will in my opinion he iiuilty of indiscipline and render themselves unfit 
for enlistin{;' as soldiers in the Satyajpraha army. 

Non-violence is all discipline wholly voluntary. It is clear from the fore^^oirig 
paras that those who do not believe in and use khaddar, cannot take the Pledge. 

(b) The Pledge is not designed, as some fear, to eliminate strikes and no-tax 
cam])aign. Put 1 must at ouee confess that I have in my mind neither stiikes 
nor no-tax eam]iaigns as parts of the forthcoming struggle if it comes at all. In 
my opinion the present atmosphere is not conducive to non-violent strikes and 
non-violent no-tax campaigns on an extensive scale. 

(b) I expect the whole weight of the Congress organisations to be devoted to 
popularising Khadi and clearing the existing stocks. 

(7) For the Satyagraha is a method of self-purification. The word was first 
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used in an A. I. C. C. rcRolnlion of 1921. A eonstnidive programme has been 
desij^ned for that pur}) 0 scs. Though the word has lalleii into disrepute 1, as the 
author of the programme, must have tl\e (‘o\Ha<:,e to lepeat it. We he<iau t^atya^'- 
raha with a 21 hours’ fast in J919. I p>n>pose U) obsrive, one mys«df on the 2hth 
bep,inninp, in the evening; of the ‘Joth. And those, wiio believe in its ehieaey, will 
do likewise. 

(8) Though I am ])reparin^ myself in the best manner I know and invitin'^ 
the country to join me for a stru'j,yle for the oseillirow ol imjienalislic spirit and 
all it means. I am makiu” a despeiate clForl. to avoid a stiimnle. I belu've that 
the best mind of Eimland, nay ol the world, is siek of i'\]'loilalion by tlie sltong; 
or the less stroipi!;. J believe in the sineeiity of Lord Linlithyow. In tlu' immeili- 
ate earryiny; out of policies it is the individuals who count. I have \toiked with 
faith and hope. And 1 have not lost the hope that 'we shall have lionourable 
settlement without a strimL;le, wlii<*)i, no matter how non-\iolcnt, must involve 
considerable sulferinp,. I, tlunadore, invite all communities and all jiarties, including 
Englishmen to join in the etlort. 


THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

53rd. Session—Ramgarh—19lh & 20lh. Mcrch 1940 

A Brief Summary of Proceedings 

The Ramgarh sesion of the Congress mot under the Presidentship of Maulana 
Ahul Kalani Azad on March 19 in a large, open and tasicfully decorated amjihi- 
thcatre foimied by the natural undulations of the eronnd, .Inst as tlie session was 
about to eoinmence -.o-dU ]). m.—lliere was a lieavy down-pour of rain upsetting 
all arrangements. Soon there was a deln.Lm. 9dic delega(('s and visitors however 
stuck to their places. When tliey could sit no longer they stood nj) in knee decj) 
water. At the a])i>()in(ed iiour, in eonlinning rain, the ju-oceediiigs commenced. 
Rabii Itajendra Prasad, llie Chaiiman ol the Reception Coinmittec, extendccl a 
welcome to the delegates and lhunk('d them and tlie visitois for keeping to llicir 
places, defying the weather. Maulana Alml Kalani A/.ad tlu'n addiessed (he audience. 
He said the task before the country must be linished throuidi riiin. flood and storm. 
'Pile light for freedom must continue under all circumstances, lie cnngi-atnlated 
them on the courage and discipline shown by (hem in keeping to their i)laces. deter¬ 
mined to see llirongh the work of tln^ day. TTt' then calle<l upon Sloi dawhaihd 
Nehru to formally move the main resoliitio?i. .lawaharlalj moxed llie resolution 
with a brief introductory S]»ccch. Siiii 11. Kripalani duly seeomhd the rrsoliilion. 
The work chalked out foi- the dav being thus formally gone throiiL'h the President 
declared the session adjoin ned till the next day. 

It rained throngliout (he night. In (he morning there were fitful sliowTrs. 
The President was however determined (o go through tlie ivork of the session. It 
was announecd tliat (he ]>roeeedings would be eonlimied at. 9-bf) a.ni. lain (w no 
rain. JCxaetly at (ho Presidmit acconn)anied by (hindhiji and membms of the 
Working Committee arrived at (he Jliaiida i'lionk, a* flat, le\el spot in front of the 
exhibition and commeined wank. 

Shri Jawaharlal exi)lained (he ofii-ial resolution to (he audience at length. The 
resolution W'as then seconded liy h^lni 9. R. Kiipalani and Rn])ported^ hy Shri 
Vallabhbhai I’atel. Notice had lieiai given of b amendmenls to lie moved before the 
0 ]ien house, The amendments were duly moved hut they were rejected by over¬ 
whelming majorities. 9'he main resolulion was then luii to the vote and passed, 
10 delegates voting against it. 

Text of the Resolution 

India and the War-Crisis 

This Congress, having eonsidored the grave and critical situation 
from the war in Europe and British policy in regard to it, a]>prove8 of 
and endorses the reBolutions passed and tlie action taken on the war 
situation hy the A. J. C. C. and the Working Committee. 'Jhc Congress 
considers the declaration by the British Government of India as a belligerent 
country, without any reference to the people of India, and the exploitation 
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of India’s resoniTcs in this War, as an affront to tbom, which no Rclf- 

icBt)ecLin{i: and freedom-loving ])eoi)lo can accept or tolerate. '1 he recent 

pronoun cements made on behalf of the British Government in rcfjard to India 
dcmonslrate that Oicat Biilain is cariyinp, on the War fundamentally for 
im])erialiBt ends and for the ^iresm-vation and Blren^theninii; f her Em])irc, 
which is ])ased on the exjdoilation of the ])C0]'le of India, as well as of 

other Asiatic and African eonntiies. Under tliese circumslancc.'^, it is clear 
that the Conjiiess cannot- in any way, directly or indirectly, ))♦' parly to the 
War, which mi'ans coniinuam-e ami ])erp(‘tnalion of this exi>loitaiion. d'he 

Congress therefoie strongly disap])ro\es of Indian troo]'S beiiip made to iijiht 
for Great Britain and ot the drain fiom Imiia of min and mateiial for 
the iiurpose ol the War. Ncitlicr the lecruiiint; nor tnc money laised in 

India can be considered to be volnntaiy contiibn'iions liom India, ('onpiessmcn, 
and tiiose under the Congress intluenee, cannot help in the iuose<-ution of 
the War with men, money or material. 

The GonjAiTss hereby declares apain that notliinfi: short of complete 
indeiiemlence can be acceiited by tlie ]>eopIe of India. Indian freedom can¬ 
not exist within the oihit of im]>erialism, and dominion or any otlier status 
within the iinjierial structure is wholly inaj>]dical)le to India, is not in keepine; 

with the dij^nity of a ^roat nation, and would bind India in many ways to 

Bri'ish ]i()Iicies and economic Btruclure. 'I'he )ico]»Ie of India alone can p-roperly 
8ba])e their own constitution and dctcimine their lelations to the other 
countries of the world, through a Constituent Assemlily elected on the basis 
of adult suffratte. 

4he C()n};rc8S is further of opinion that while it will always lie ready, 

as it ever lias been, to make every eflhrt to Bceiire communal harmony, no 
permament solution is ]iossible except through a (Vuistitucnt Assembly, where 
the riphts of all recofAuised minoritiefl will he fully ]uoteeted by apreemeiit, 
as far as possible, between the elected representatives of various majority 
and minority proipis, or by ai bit ration if agreement is not reacbed on any 
])Oinl. Any alternative will lack finality. India’s eonslitulion must be based 
on indei'endeiicc. denioeiaey and national unity, and the Congress re})udiates 
attem])t8 to divide India or to split ni> her iiationliood. d'lie P’onA.’resH has 
always aimed at a eonslitulion where ilic fnllesl freedom and op])ortuiiities of 

devolo]»ment aie <:,uar.anteed to the {Aroui) and the individual, and social 

ininslici^ yields ])hico to a juster social order. 

'TJu^ Con[;iess cannot admit the rij;ht of the Hulers of Indian States, 

or of foreign \ested interests to come in the way of Indian freedom. k*-()vereipnty 
in India must rest, with the ])eo])le, whether in the States or the rrovinees, 
an! :ll otlu'r inleiests must. h(‘. suhoidinaleil to their ^ital inleiisls. The 
Con<->Te^H bolds tliat the dillienlty raised in repard to the h^lates is of British 

election and it will not he salisfaetoiily soUed unless the declaration of the 
freedom of India from foreign rule is iinequivoeally made. Foieipn interests, if 
they ‘.are not in eoiiliiet with llie interests of the Indian peo'ple, will be 

proteePHl. 

'’I'he Con^A^’css withdrew the INIinistiies from tlie Brovinees where the 

(’oiijAresH had a majority in order to dissociate Imlia from tlie War and to 

enforce the Congress determination to free India Iroin foreign domination. This 
Itrelimiliary ste]) must naturally bt; followed by Civil 1'istibediern e, to which 
the (\m}Aress will nnh('sitnlin{:ly resort as soon as tlie Con^iess ()ipanisal ion Ib 
(•( msidered lit ei.ou;:.}! for llu' piirposi', oi in <-ireijmstaneeB so sha]ie tbem- 

si'lves us to preeijdtale a crisis. The C’onj;ress desires to draw the alti'iilion of 
('oiiirossmen to Gandhiji’s deelaiation that lie can only uiiderlake the rcsi-oiisi- 
hility of declaring' C’ivil Disobedience when he is satisfied that tliey aie strictly 
observing diseii'linc and are eariying out the eonstrnetive piogramme pres¬ 
cribed ill the Independence Bledge. 

The Congress seeks to represent and serve all classes and comm unities 
without distinction of race or religion, and tlie struggle for Indian indei endeneo 
is for the freedom of the whole nation. Heme the Congress cherishcB the 

ho]'e that all classes and eomnuinitics will take ]'art in it. The purpose of 
Civil Bisobedienee is to evoke the s])irit of sacrifice in the whole nation. 

9'he Congress hereby authorises the All India Congress Committee and 
in the event of this being ncceisary, the Woiking Committee, to take all steps 
to implement the foregoing resolution, as the Committee concerned may deem 
necessary. 
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Gandhiji’s Speech 

The PreHident then requeBted Oandhiji to address the de]ef;ates assembled. 
Following is a summary of his speeeli delivered in Hindustani ; 

I am ]il(‘ased to have been here to hear all these diseiission today. When I 

sec that all those, who have S|.oken, had the word ‘Civil Disobedienee’ on their 

ton^ne. 1 am reminded of the r>il)lieal sayinjj: : “Not eveiy one that sayeth to me 
Ijord, I.ord, shall enter into the kin;:dom of Heaven : but he that doth the will of 
my father who is in Heaven, he shall enter the kingdom of Heaven.” 

It is not those, W’ho shout the word civil disobedience tliat can launch civil 

disobedience. Tt is oidy those who work for ei^il disobedience that are ea)iable of 
lannchinp; the movement. Ileal civil disobedience makes it binding- on those who 
join it to do what tliry arc enjoined to <lo and avoid what is prohibited. Civil 
disobedience pro])erly launched and conducted is bound to lead to freedom. 

I feel you are not prepared. It is true that we all know and realise that we 

are slaves in our own land. We also realise that freedom is essential for us. 

P'urther we all realise that w'e wdll liave to fight for freedom. I may also join 
you in apidaiiding the speakers who liave demanded immediate launching of civil 
disobedience. A thief has come and turned me out of my house. 1 w'ill have to 

fight him and get it back, but before I can do this, I must be ])iei'ared. (ay»plause) 

Your claps only demonstrate that you do not understand what this piejtaration 
means. Your General finds that you are not ready, that you are not real soldiers 
and that if we proceed on the lines suggested by you, wt are bound to be defeated. 

1 must make it clear that I am not prepared to do anything for which I 
will have to repent. 1 have never acknowledged defeat throng bout all these years 
in any of my struggles. Though some ’|)eoi)le may I'oint out to Ihijkot, but 1 
maintain that it was not a defeat for me. Future history alone can make this clear. 

I can assure you and I promise you and ])ubjiely announce it, that when you 
are ready I shall march forth and then 1 liave no donlit about victory. 1 seid ibis 
before the Subjects Committee and I repeat it again liere. Ihirify yonr mind and 
heart. Some peoi)le here have been asserting that it is not necessaiw for 
UR to concentrate on the Chaikha before launching u fight. 1 do not (foubt 
their sincerity ami bravery, but, as Pandit Jawaliailal Nehru has told 
you, they betray certain weakness of mind. For twenty years 1 have been 
preaching that without the Charkha, Satyagraha cannot be started. 1 loctors 
want me to leave the (dliarkha. Put I am devoting greater attention to it, because 
1 have to prepare myself. No one, who does not believe in the (diaikha, can be 
a soldier under me. lie will be deceiving himself, me and the world. 

With me there is no other alternative than non-viohnee. If you feel that 
you are to light^ and you must fight now and immediat'dy and feci cominced 
that, thcK* is some other method of winning the fight, 1 would ask you to go 
alu'ad and 1 shall be tbe first, to ap]daud yonr victory. Pul if you do not want 
to leaxe me and yi'l are not. pieiaircd to follow' my melhods and instiuelions, then 
I would like to know wdial, kind of gimeraisliip is tliis lliat ^on offi'r me. 

'J'liose who (danionr loi' immediati* lanneliing of ('i\il 1 Msolx'dicnce w'ant to 
have me with them, why, Ix-canse they aie conscious that, the masses arc with me. 

1 unhesitatingly say that 1 am peoj le’s man. Ex cry moment of my life 1 feel for 
the stai'xing millions. 1 lixe .and am ]'rej»ared to lay (hjxvn my life to relieve their 
snth'rings and milig.ate their niiscnes. T claim to haxo some iji/lnence with the 
millions, lieeanse 1 liaxe })ern a faitlifnl servant of Iheiis. Ivxa'n if yon stone me 
to deatli 1 xvill still xvoik for the masses. This is my way. If you think there is 
any oilier way ph'ase haxe me alone. 

Wilhont Chaiklui 1 cannot lead yon to jail in the eonrse of the fight for freedom. 

I will not haxe any one nnd(*r me w'lio does not helievo in the (3harkha. I shall go 
ahead only wlun I am satisfied that you have faith and belief in the Charkha. 
Ivenuunlx'r if we, who are assembled here, blunder shall cause untold suflering 
to the dnndx millions by our mistake. The delegates to the Congress bear a 
heavy reH]>onsihilily and as yonr General my responsibility is still greater. As 
a general j have to be a sort of beacon light to yon and warn you against 
})Ossible disaster. Therefore, have I to proceed eantiously. 

Many s])eakers dilated on the evils of Pritish Ini])crialism. I do not wish to 
elaborate that point exee])t to state that w'e must get rid of it. I have told you 
the cue. Before I agree to launch Batyagraha, 1 must be eonvineed that you have 
understood my remedy. 

It is no use going to a doctor and asking for a medicine if you do not propose 
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to take it aceordin}^ to his instruetionH. T would much mthor ask you to sei'k another 
doctor for your ailment. All the sermons you have lieard to-day a^Auinst British 
Imj)erialism will not liclp you to remove it. They will only make you aiiirvy. 4'his 
will not solve our ])rol>lcm. .'\ni;er is o|)j)()sed to BrJ.ya;;rali:i. We have no (luarrel 

witli the British ])eoi>lc. Wc want to be their friends and retain .aeir jjood will, 

not on the basis of their dominalioii, but on the basis of a free and ('qual India. 

As a free country India will bear no maliec to anyone, nor attempt to (Mislave 
any jieoplc. Wc shall march with the rest ol the woi Id, just is we shall desire 
the rest ol the woild to march with us. 

Batyam-aha is tlie path of truth at all costs. It yon are not pr(>i>are(l to follow 
this ))ath ))lease leave, me alone. V(m can pronoutua; me worthless and 1 shall not 
resent it. If I do not make this clear here and now', 1 shall he ruiiu'd and aloii^ 
with me the eonntiy. I'lnth and Ahimsa aie the <‘ssence ot Balyaeiaha, and tlie 
C/harkha, is thi'ir symhol, ,)nst as t.iie (leneral ol any army insists Itiat, his soldiers 

should wear a paiUcular nniloim, 1 as your thmm-al must insist, on jour takini; 

to the Ehaikha whii-h will he jour nnilorni. Without lull iaitli in tinth, non- 
violenee and the (Pinukha, you cannot he my soldiers. And 1 rejx-at aeain that if 
you (lo dot believe in this, you must leave me alone atul you can iiy your owm 
methods. 


The All India Congress Committee Proceedings 

Summary of Proceedinp:s 

A mcetin^p of the All-India Conpiress Committee was held in the Subjects Com¬ 
mittee I’andal at, Ram^rarh on Match 17, and l'\ lui(t at o p. m. Bahu 
Uajendni Pra-ad joesided. 

Before eomertinp, itselt into the Subject Committee of the Bam^arh session 
of the C’oniiress, the t’ommittec j)asHed unanimously the iollowing icsolution. appre- 
eiatiii}:; tiie siirvices of Shu Kajeiidra Brasad ; 

The A11-India Congress Committee ])laces on record its grateful a]>prcciation 
of the services ot Bahu Bajimdra 1‘iasad who shouldered burden and discliaif^ed the 
responsihihiies of the ollice ot I'resideut under veiy dillicult and trj in^ circumstances. 

Bahu Bajeiidra Biasad then requested the Bresident to elect iManlna Al)ul Ivalam 
A/.ad to take the chair. After the ]\laulana Sahib took tlie chair he declared the 
meeting; of the A. 1. C. C. to be the meeting of the Subject Committee. 


Subjects Committee Proceedings 

Ramgarh~17lh. March to 19lh, March 1940 
Condolence 

The Committee adojded the following resolution : 

The Cknigress exiuess its sense ot sorrow and loss at the deaths of T.ala 
Shyamlal, Sri Shambhnnath of Sila|iiir, Sj. Siinivas Roo Konjalji (Bijapur), 
iioskoppa Krislina Bao, Chiekaiuagalur (Mysoie State), Jitciidra Lul Banerjee, 
and Torunram i‘hookan (Assam). 

India and War-crisis 

Babu Rajendra lhasad }>laccd before the house the main resolution on ‘India 
and \^'ar-(n■iHiH’ recommended by tlie Working C^.immitlee at its mce.'ing at Patna, 
'riie resolution was seconded by Shri .lawahailal Kehni. 1'7 amendments were 
moved. 14 of these were wltbdla^yn. 1.1 were voted upon. They were all rejected 
by the house by an overwhelming majority ol votes, none leet'iving moie than 20 
votes. The following table gives the number of votes recorded lor each of the 


amendments : 

Name For 

1. M. N. Roy ... 10 

L?. Bhardwaj ... 20 

3. Bluipendra Kumar Dutt of Bengal ... 14 

4. Ram Kishan ... 7 

5. Krishnandan ... 1 

6* Gopal Sinha Qaumi ... 8 
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7. 

Oliidam A. Khan 


G 

8. 

AI. llafi/uir b’ahman 


0 

9. 

H'liqs'mlar Sanyal 


4 

10. 

Dr. Ashr;d 


Id 

]]. 

Shi'imal V. Sldndc I 


o 

12. 

^dl^:m^d V. Shinde III 


r.’ 1 

13. 

Y. D. ('hilale 


7 

11.^ 

N. fl. [l:\iiL’a 


0 


Tiie main icsoliition Avas tluen ]mt to 

the vole 

and i)aHsed, only 10 members 

voliiq 

ayaius!. it. d’he total allemlauce of 

the A. I. C 

k C. members Avas 30.‘). 


Lor liic tcxl Oi Iho rcsololioii soo 2J8. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Address 

( Jiinilliiji was ])7 0 RPnt at the meet ini;’ at llie concliidiiii^ stai^e of tlie (lis>‘ussion 
as also for a l)ri('f wliil(\ at tin' com nieuv-eniPiit r)f the Subjects Com mi I tec. After 
the v(bii)L’ was ()\cr ami tlie rcsoliitiou passed by the liouse, the ITesideiit reques¬ 
ted Ai.diatma (uimlhi to addrcFx. the memhers of the A. 1. Cb C. Jie made the 
lollowi’c’ soeeeli in Jlimlnstaiii ; 

Since f ^^cnt out of I he (’'on cress at I’omliay, there has )x''en an iindcrsl andint; 
betw('e.!i iiH' and the Gtommiltee that I bhouid not l>e asked to sixaik at 

the A. 1. C. (k or tin; Subjects Oommittee meetiiqcs and I should l)c allowed to 
servo the country in my own wa.y with. v.dial.e\er stu'n[;th is left in me. 1 have 
usually been utlendiui; the meelin.us of tlic Working, Oommittee. On tills occasion, 
I myself smu'es!('<! that f should address the Subjects t\mnnitlce and also the 
delegates. 'J be W’oikniy Oommittee a;Arced to tliis and although 1 wanti-d to ad¬ 
dress you belore the resoluliou was adojded, the Committee suy^tested that I do so 
after the lesolutioii was disjiosed of. 

1 Inne come to you to meed you and renew my a<‘quainlance vrith you, and 
also ail opnoi tunify to mi'et me and find out whotlnw thei o has liei'ii any 

chance in me. 1 have been in ])ublic life for full fifty years ; 1 have lieeii in ehary,e 
of various or.hmiisaiions and eomo in eonlaet witlv millions of jieoule. Desides I 
have been in contact with the Working Committee and many of you liave lieen 
in eoiresiondeii'-e with me. It sliouhl, therefore, not be dillicnlt for me to remem¬ 
ber yon. 

tlie same I wanted to estahlisli direct eonta^d. and know where Ave stand 
in relation to each othei'. 1 noln-e that, yon liave made eonsideralile jiro'rress in 
the art of debate. I con;;ratiilate yon on that, for, a demoerati-- organisation doi's 
need ’,ieo[Ie who can express themselves clearly and maintain a lvi,c,h level of 
discussion. I also find that the niimlier of amendments you move has increased. 
That too is yood heeanse AVe Avant m‘w ideas. It is p.ood that various jiointB of 

view should lie ]>iesent('d before the public so that if any ])oint that is not accepted 

to-day may he accepted tomorrow- 

You liave adoi'led this resolution almost unanimously. Only smen or eiidit 
amonk dissented, d'hey liad every rikht to do so. 'I’he pas-iinc of this resolu¬ 
tion adds to my lU'Sponsibility, because I Avas jin'sent at Uk; lime of discussion. 
]f I Avanted I had an oiiportnnity to |daee my view before you Init the Working 
Committee felt that I should not do so belore the resolution had been dist'osed 
of and consented. 

I do not AAant to re'ply to AAhat has been said by some of you in tlie course 
of the debate. I Avaiit, i.o tidl you, however, that there have been occasion in the 
])a8t Avhen I aki'eed to launeh a moAemeiit althoiikh some of the conditions laid 

down by me had not lieen fulfilli'd, but on tliis ocea.si{)n I am k.oink '"cry 

strict, not because I Avant to lie Jiard but because I Avant you to realise that the 

keneral aaIio has to lead the liyht must let Ids army know his conditions for 

Icadiuk tliem. 

Tiiis time I find that the ditfieullics you Avould have to face arc much k^'catcr 
than those wc Avere faced with on former oeeasioiis. These are of two kinds, 
external and iiitermil. We have declared very clearly Avhat Ave want. We have 
made it so clear that further clarification is not ])ossiblc. Similarly the Dritish 
Covernment have also made clear their point of vicAV. llritain is involved in a 

Woild War and naturally if w'e opjiose it at this time it will mean trouble. This 

is the first difficulty. Hid our real dillieulty is an internal one. I have written 
on several occasions that in Civil Disobedience one need not be afraid of external 
difticulties if the fikht is carried on proper lines. 

Our internal difiicailty is that we have a large number of Congress members 
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on our Kegister. People have joined us because they find that the Congress has 
acquired power. Many people who did not join the Congress before have now 
joined it. They have harmed it because they have joined perhaps with selfish 
motives. In a demoi*.ratie organisation wo cannot prevent such people from joining 
unless our organisation is so strong that sheer weight of public opinion would 
compel them to remain out. 

That cannot happen so long as our contact with primary Congress members is 
only for voting pnr])osc. Tiiere is no discipline in the t/ongress. There are a 
number of groups ami there arc quarrels and squabbles. We S(‘(mi not to believe 
in non-violence as regards onr own internal orgaiiisalion. Whereser 1 go 1 liear 
the same eomplaint. iMy {inception of democracy is nob the formation of groups 
(piarrelling with one another to such an extent as wonhl destroy the organisation 
itself. Again we arc', not only a democratic organisarion. We are also a lighting 
organisation. Oiir figlit is not yet over. When we march as an army, wc aic no 
longer a dcmncracy. As soldiers we have got to take orders from the (li'iicral 
and obey tlu'm implicitly, fiis word must he law. 1 am yonr Ceiieial. It should 
not mean that 1 shtjiild keen yon in daik reeaiding my feelings. I do not, know 
of any (icmual in histoiy who was so jioweiless as 1 am. 1 have no sanctions. 
Aly only sanction is love. In one way it is a great tiling hut in anotlicr sense 
it can also lie woithlcss. I can say i chci isli love for ail in my heart,. ]*erhaps 
yoli also do so hut your love must he active. You must fnllil the comlil.Kjiis set 
down in live I mlcpi'mlcn-e ric'lc,e. A" m mast, allow me to tell you that if yon 
do not fulfil those comhlions it will not lie possible lor me to launch a struggle. 
You will liave to liml another (icneial. You cannot compel me to h'ld yon 
against my will. When you appoint, me as youi gi'iieial, von must uhi'y niy 
ciminiaml. Tlici’c can Ix' no argument about it. Because my only sanction is 
love. 1 arc lie with you for love must he ehai aetei i'^cd by i)aticncc. I Jiave haid 
fiiends ciilicising tin* ('liaikha. 1 know you aie all ready to go to jails but you 

must earn lh(‘ nglit and jtay the piiee for going to jails, '^'uu will not be going 

to jails as ciiminals. 

This condition about Cdiaiklia and Kliadi lias been there since lOJO. 

Our ])rogranimc and policy ha\e been the same all these days. Yd)ii miglit 

have grown wist'r in this matter since then, hiit 1 must, ti'll you 1 liave 

not. d'he iiioie I think tihont non-\iolein-e. tlie gieater Nirtnes 1 find in it. 

I have Ix'cn an onilaw since JhJ.S. llcloi'e llial. I was so loyal to the 
cmpiie that 1 wiote to laud Olu'lmsford that 1 longed to have the same loyalty 

towards the Iani»iie as a llrinsher has in liis iu-ait. 1 wiote those words 

becau'g' 1 am a bchcNt'r in tuith. Truth is my Ood and I could not have 

written anything else, ii I wanti'il to be true to mysi'lf. 

You may ha\e other wavs than truth and non-violence, but mine is 
the s.inic old ])a!h and, being just a human lu'ing hki' ^ou, I also commit 
niirit.ikcs Nc\cr have I dia'amt that 1 am a Mahatma. We are all equals in 
the eves of < iod. d o me tlindus, IMusIinis, I’aisis, llanjans arc all alike. 
1 cannot he frnoloiis when 1 talk of t^aid Azam Jinnah. Tie is my lirother. 

I wouhl he hapi>y indeed if he could keep me in his ])ockcl. d'Jicie was a 

time wlien L coidd say that there was no Muslim whose (‘onlidencc T did 

not enjoy. It is my misfoilnnc that it is not so (o-day. 1 do not read all 
that api>eais in the Urdu Tiess, but i)erhaps I get a lot of abuses there. I 
am not sorry for it. 1 si,ill helie\e that without 11 iudu-iMuslim seltleireiit 
there can he no Swaraj. Yon will perhaps ask in that case why do ] mlk 

of tight. 1 do so l)e<-anse it is to he a light tor the Conslituent Assembly. 

If Muslims who come to the Uonstitnenl Assembly through Muslim votes 
declare that Iheic is nothing common betw'een Jlimlus and Muslims, then 

alone I wumld give u\> all liope, but even then 1 would argue with them 

because they read the tiuran and 1 have also sfudied something of that 

Holy Book. I wdll tell them that God makes no distinction between Jlii dns 

and Muslims. WJien Lord Zetland was wounded I was deeply pained. I 

felt as if I was myself wounded. These are my ways. You may call them 

weakness. If you want me you must uuderstaud this. It is my coustaut 

endeavour to create good-will in the opponent’s mind. 1 fight British 
Imperialism but I have no quarrel with those who run the Imperialist machine, 
I do not w'aut to destroy them but 1 want to bring about a change 
in them. ... , . -n 

A^ou must know that compromise is in my very being, I will go to 
the Viceroy fifty times if there is need for it. When I was fighting 

30 
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General Smuts, at the very last moment I telephoned to him to try and see 
if the fi^ht could be abandoned. He put down the receiver in anp^er. I 

was not sorry because thereby he did not insult me and you know we are 
now ^reat friends. If you have suspicion that I will compromise, you must 
believe that the compromise will not be at the cost of the country. I will 
not sell India. Whatever I do I do to increase the Rtren<;th of our country. 
The basis of my flight is love for the opjmncnt. If I had no love in my 

heart for the Dutch and the English I would not have been able to fight 

them in South Africa. 

Somebody has suggested that the woid “mass” does not appear in the 
resolution in reference to civil disobedience. If it is not to be mass civil 

disobedience why should 1 come to you ? If it were to be done by a 

handful of peo’ple you would not find me here arguing with you. You 

might perha]>s not be taking these things seriously, but in my mind there 
is no other thought. My mind is wholly concentrated on trying this great 
experiment with your help and sui)i)ort, because it will not only benefit 

India but the whole world. 

Every Congress Committee must therefore become a unit of Satyagraha. 

To that, extent, demouacy comes to an end. To that extent democratic 
organisation like ours will have to follow implicitly my instruction. If that 
(Iocs not hapiien, millions of ])Pople who follow us will be sacrificed. I will 

not allow that to happen. I may have to lay down my life for ])reserving 
the ])ower that has a-crued to India. You may not be able to analyse that 
power hut it. is there. It is the power of Ahimsa. 

I do not want to come in if there is anyone who wants to launch a 
struggle. But he can do so outside the Congress. If he wants to remain in 

the Congress he must follow the Congress lu'ogramme and i)olicy. Of course 

it is ])Ossil)le for anyone to remain in the Congress and yet disobey it, but 
that won’t be the way of Satyagraha which never liarms the man who uses 

the weapon. The passing of the resolution does not bind you yet. It is still 
open to yon to reverse it. A"oii may have other methods, but so far as I am 
concerned i have only the same old programme. I know that that method has 
never harmed anyone who has followed it and even now if 1 can get your 
wiiole-hearted snjiport and co-operation, I can show you what can be achieved 
witliin even a month. 


Non-Offici al Resolutions 

According to the Constitution a day is assigned for the consideration of 
the non-o!licial resolutions. The olli<*c rc(*civcd notice of do non-oflicial resolutions. 
They came up for consideration on March 19, 1910. Of the resolutions given 

notice of 10 related to constitutional changes. ddie ]>residcnt cxi)lained to 
the Committee that considering the specitil circumstance in which we were 
meeting it was but proper that our attention he concentrated on the main 
task. Our oxi)eriencc of the working of the amended constitution has revealed 
certain gaps which it is necessary to fill. But the present was hardly the 
atmosidiere in which intricate constitutional changi^s in all their as}>ect8 and 

implications could be discussed. He therefore advised that the best course in 
the (“ircumstance would be for the A. I. C. C. to aj)poiut a small Hiib- 
Cyomrnittce to go into the non-ollicial resolutions which related to constitu¬ 
tion and make its recommendations to it whenever it met in future. The 
house agreed to the President’s suggestion and deferred the consideration of 
these resolutions. Of the rest Nos. .9, 7, 11 and IG were covered by the 

official resolution on ‘India and war-crisis’ iiassed by the Committee. No. 21 
was declared out of order. Nos. ‘JO, J7. J9, 30 and 31 were withdrawn. Resolu- 
lion No. J related to the composition of a national anthem in popular 
Hindustani. Manlaua tSalieh explained how as a member of the committee 
appointed in 1937 at the Calcutta A. I. O. Ch he wrote to some friends and made 

a collection of poems. But none out of this collection was such as could attain 

the dignity of a national anthem. The A. I. 0. C. could not consider otr-hand 
the complicated question of comi)Osing a national anthem. It needed to be looked 
at from a variety of viewpoints. On an assurance being given that the National 
Anthem Committee will once again go into the question, the mover withdrew 
his resolution. 

The resolution No. 10 related to the withdrawal of disciplinary action against 
CongresBmen. On the President exlaining how the Working Committee’s hands 
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were forced in the matter and how fresh acts of indiscipline continued to be com¬ 
mitted by the same parties, the resolution was withdrawn. 

All India Congress Committee Proceedings 

Ramgarh—20th. March 1940 

A meeting of the A. 1. C. C’. was held on March 20, 1940 at 4 ]i.m. Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad prcBided. It ]>assed the following rcBolution : 

Appointment of Auditors 

Resolved that Messrs Dalai and Shah and Messrs Chhotalal II. Shah and Co. 
of Boml)ay be ai)pointed as Hon Auditors of the (bngress. 

Next Session of the Congress 

Invitations were received from the Frontier, I’uniah. Rcrar, Nagpur and Madras 
for the next session of the Congress, d'hey were placed before the A. 1. C. C. Tlie 
President was anxious that there should he a unanimous decision but it was not 
possible. Rerar and Nagpur however witlulrew their invitations. The other three 
provinces agreed to refer the matter to the Working Commitce and abide by their 
dec^ion. 

The New Working Committee 

T’he President announced the following personnel of the new Working Committee : 


1. 

Mrs. Barojiui Naidu 

8. 

Bhri J. B. Kriiialani 

2, 

Pandit .lavvaliarlal Nehru 


( Uv)u Hern‘tar 

3. 

Bardar Yallubhbhai Patel 

9. 

Bhri Bhuhihhai Desai 

4. 

Babii Rajendra I'rasad 

10. 

Bhii Bliauker Rao J)co 

5. 

C. Rajapopalaciiariar 

11. 

Dr. PraluIIa Ch. Ghosh 

0 . 

Beth Jamtialal Bajaj {Treasurer) 

12. 

Dr. Byrd Mahmud 

7. 

Khan Abdul (Jhathir Khan 

13. 

Asaf Ali 


The fourteenth name was to be announced later. 


Working Committee Proceedings 

Patna—28th. February to 1st. March 1940 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held in Badaqat Ashram, Patna, 
from February 28 to March 1, 1940. Bhri Rajendra Prasud ])rcsi(led. 

d'hc nieinl)ers were IMaulaiia Abul Kalam Azad, Bin is Barojiui Naidu. Jawahar- 
ial Nehru, Vallablibhai ]*atol, .lamnalal Bajaj, Pallabhi Bitaiamayya, Bhulahhai 
l)esai, Bhankerrao Deo, lhafulla Chandra Ghosh, Harekiishna IMahatab and .1. R. 
Kripalani. Mahatma Gandhi and Bhri Rajagopalachariar were present by invitation. 

Baghelkhand 

The I’residcnt informed the Committee that there was a desire expressed on 
tlie part of the Raghelkhand Btates to sei>arate fiom Mahakoshal 1’. C. C. and unite 
themselves with the U. P. P. C. C. The U. P. P. C. C. executive had expressed 
its willingness to corj^orate the States in their province. 9'he ITcsidcnt of the 
Mahakoshal P. C. C. had said that there was no ohjection to the transfer. It was 
however decided that the Mahakoshal P. C. C. should consider the question and 
give consent to the transfer before it is effected. 

Bengal 

The Bengal P. C. C. had passed a resolution by which among other things, it 
had disathliated the l\lyineusing, Hugli and Jesore D. C, Cs. from co-Of)crating with 
the Bengal Congress Election Committee appointed by the Working (kuuniittee. "J'his 
action had created an awkward possition for all such Committees in Bengal as were 
faithfully carrying out the instructions of the Working Committee. Tiicy had to 
be protected from the wrath of the Bengal P. C. C. in revolt against the Working 
Committee. This could only be done if the Working Committee took action 
against the Bengal P, C. C. under Article XII1 of the Congress Constitution. The 
Working Committee was therefore constrained to pass the following resolution : 

The Working Committee understands that the Bengal 1\ C. C. has passed a 
resolution purporting to disaffiliate the Mymensing, Hugli and the Jessore District 
Congress Committees on account of their co-operation with the Congress Election 
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Committee ap])ointed by the Working; Committee by its resolution of December 
last. This resoliiion of the Kxecuitive Council of the Jlcji^al Provincial Congress 
Com mil tee, c()miu<i, us it does after a series of acts of dehanc.o of the Working 
('ommittee, leaves uo room for any further condonalion of their indiscaplijie. d'hc 
Working: Committt‘e. therefore, calls upon the Bengal P. C. C. to show cause why 
it should not be disafliliatexl under Article XIII of the Oon<i,ress Constitution. The 
i’resident is authorised after receiving; such explanation as may be oth'red to take 
action thereon and, if satistied, to pass or(h‘rs witlnlrawing all recognition from the 
present Bengal i’rovineial Congress Committee and lurther authoiiscs him to take 
such further action as may be necessary in consequenc.e theieof for carrying on the 
Congress work in that ])r(nince. 

The District Congress Ctmimil.lees of Mymensiug, Ilngli and .lessore and all 
other dislii(*t committees in liengal are hereby intormeil that all actions taken by 
the Bengal 1*. C. or its executive council for disntliliating and otherwise inter¬ 
fering with their authority as a result of th(‘ir loNalty to tlie resoluthm and direc¬ 
tions of the AVoiking ttommittec. are null and void* anil shall liave uo eilect. 

Pending linal orders by the President after receipt of any ex]»lanation that 
the Bengal J*. (h V. or its exeeiitivc council oilers tlie Bengal P. C, C. and the 
cxeeulive council arc siis}>eiided and their ])Oi\erB shall be exercised iiy the afore¬ 
mentioned election committee. 

Ajmer 

Complaints were received shout the election of three members to the A, I. C. C. 
from Ajmer and the formation iheie, of the Provincial (^ingress Committee by 
eooption. d'hc opinion of the tkunmitlee was that on the date fixed for the A. I. C. C. 
clc<-tiou as tlu'ie were not nunc than three deh'gales it was quite eonstitntional for 
these tlni'e delegates to elect themselves as members of the A. 1, C. d'hey 
wcic also entitled in Icirns of the old constitution to co-opt the remaining mem¬ 
bers of llie P. C. C. However tlie I'ewly foinied J*. C. C. may be inlormed that 
it must make fresh rules lor the formation of the I'. Ck C. on the jnineiple of 
election, d'he principle of coojition must he so restricted that the mimb^:'!- of p-ersons 
coopted may in no ease exceed the total nnniber of those who are aullioiised to 
eooj)t. 

Delhi 

The President, informed the Committee about the difliculty of the three super¬ 
visors who had lieim appointed by him to suj'crvise elections in the Delhi Ihoviiice. 
Neither the P. C. (h nor the Election 3'rihiiiial was cooperating with them, specially 
the latter. Some speedy way ol making the election of delegates possibh? before 
the Bamgarli session must be therefore devised. 'J'he Committee after eoiisideiing 
the siluatiuii inissed tlic following resolution : 

‘ In view of the difliculties that have arisen in eonduetiug the delegate elections 
in Delhi I’roviiiec, and the eouseqncnt delay in their flections, it is iiecessaiy to 
lake urgent slejis to exjiedite these elections so as to enable Delhi delegates to take 
])ait in the Bamgarh tuinpess. The Biqiervisory Committee should therefore, in 
consultation with the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee, immediately fix the 
dates for the elections. In the evimt of any com]>laints being made about member- 
shi)) eortifcates not having been issued, the Bui)ervisoiy Committee is authorised to 
issue such cert if cates after such inquiry as it may deem ft. 3'he Su])ervisory Com¬ 
mittee may also examine and elispose of any ease of fetitious menibersbii) where 
the Election Tribunal has not already considered them and jiasBcd orders on them.” 

India and War Crisis 

Idle Committee diseussed the ]»olitical situation and ado]dcd a resolution to 
be ]>laeed before the Subjects Committee of the 53rd session of the Indian National 
Congress to be held at Bamgarh. {For text of resolution see page 22S) 


Working Committee Proceedings 

Ramgarh—15th. March to 18th. March 1940 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held in Bamgarh (Bihar) from 
March 15 to 18. Babu Bajendra Prasad presided. 

The members inesent were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shris Sarojini Naidu 
Pandit Jawaliarlal Nehru, Vallabhbai Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj, Khan Abdul Gaffar 
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Khan, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Bhulalihai Dos.ai, Shankerrao Deo, Profulla Chandra 
Ghoee, Uarekrishna Mehtab and J. B. Kripalani. 

Gandhiji and fc'hri Kajajjjopalachariar were pesent by invitation. 

Noii-OHicial Resolutions 

The Committee took stock of the political situation, considered the non-olhcial 
resolutions of which due notice had been ^ijivcn and decided the pio';nimmc to be 
followed in the Subjects Committee and the open session. 

Caxton Hall Tragedy 

The following resolution was passed on the Caxton Hall tragedy in London : 

“The Working Committee has loarrit with deej) regret of the assassination of 
Sir Michael ()’l:)wyer and the wounding of JMaiquess of Zitland and ot.hiu'S by a 
person said to be an Indian, dhe Committee does not altacli any ixilitical signi¬ 
ficance to this unfortunate act of violence. Nevertheless, it wisiies to leiteiate its 
conviction that all such acts are injurious to the national cause.” 


General Secretary’s Circulars 

Circular No, /, dated 23rd. March 

I am sending you herewith the text of the resolution passi'd ])y the Congress 
in its plenary session at Karagarh. 'Jhe resolution was jiassed as recommended liy 
the Working Committee at Ihtna. It. must be read sdong with what (Jandhiji has 
since written in the columns of the Hanjan and his two siieechcs at h'amgaih 
reported in the I'less. dhe conditions laid down by him must be fulfilled by 
Congressmen and Congress Committees to facilitate his giving the word of command 
for the commencement of our struggle for freedom. Ihmewed etloits must be j)Ut 
forth to carry on constructive progiamme Congiessmcn must close their ranks 
and the Congress organisation must be made iioweiful and efficient. 

We may not forget that the struggle is inherent in the situation. Nay it lias 
already commenced. It started with the sending of Indian soldiers abroad without 
the consent of the Central Legislature. The oflensivc was continued by the amend¬ 
ments to the Government of India Act and tlie refusal of the Ihilish (h)vernment 
to state clearly its war and iicace aims. By the arrest of Congressmen and ('ommu- 
nists the Government has added one more item to its oflensiNc. d he Cbngress 
stands for civil liberty, for the liberty of the press and the iilatfoim and of 
conscience. It cannot therefore view with indifference tlie lecent arrests specially 
when these are made under the war ordiniuices, and when as in Lie case of the 
Communists, citizens are interned for indefinite ])criods without a trial. There lias 
also been a reversal of ixdicy in the Congress controlled luoyinccs. All these acts 
go to prove that the Government far from satisfying the legitimate demands of the 
people is out to consolidate its position and perpetuate ils hold in India. 

The only answ'er that the nation can give to this oflensive is the starting of 
the civil disobedience. This can he done when the nation has made itself ready 
for the fight in terms of the requirements laid down by Gandbiji without whose 
leadership there can be, in the ])rescnt eirenmstanees, no non-violent tight. I 
therefore hope that you will see that in your inovinee the eonstruetive programme 
is carried out in the spirit in which our leader wants it to he done. 

1 would draw your attention to onr circular No. ‘d8 of December 29, 1939. It 
is quite possible that the Congress election and the session may have broken tlie 
continuity of your w'ork. If so you will rcstait it with renewed vigour fortified by 
the inspiring words of Gaudhiji uttered at Kamgarh. \ou will jilcase send us 
fortnightly reports of the work done. 

Circular No. 2, dated 23rd. March 

Now that the new Provincial Congress Committees are constituted you will 
take immediate steps to constitute the iirovineial and other election Tribunals. The 
Tribunals are to be constituted in terms of Article VIII of tlie Congress Constitu¬ 
tion. Clause fb) of the Article says that “If any ])rovineial executive faiis to 
^noint by a ante specified by the Working Committee, the Provincial Election 
Tribunal, the Working Committee shall appoint one.” 'J'his docs not mean that the 
provincial executives have to wait for the fixing of a particular date by the 
Working Committee. The executives of the Provincial Congress Committees have 
to apjioint the Tribunals as a matter of routine business immediately after the 
consUtution of the P. C. Cs and the election of executives. 
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The method of election of the Provincial Tribunals is given in the Article. 
The Tribunal is to be elected either unanimously or by ’i majority, 'I'hc object of 
this, as you well know, is that the Tribunal should enjoy the confidence of all 
sections of the P. C. C. It is quite possible that the election of the Tribunal may 
fulfil the moral requirement of the constitution and the 'I'ril)unal may yet be such 
as would lack the confidence of all sections of the house. I would therefore request 
you to carry out the iwoviaion of Art. VIII not only in letter but in F])irit also. 
We need at this hour of our trial all the unity that we can command in our ranks. 
Pivalries may be inevilable in times of peace l>ut they are dangerous in time of war. 
The only rivalry that can be legitimately indulged in at ]>resent is the rivalry in 
service and sacrifice. I have no doul)t that the new’^ 'Irihunals will be elected on a 
broad and united basis commanding the confidence of all Congressmen. 

Circular No. 8 — 25lh, March 

The national week, as yon know, has been observed every year ever since 1910 
from Ayuil G to 13. On April G began the non-violent mass struggle for the 
emancipation of onr land from foreign yoke. '^I’hc day was observed as one of 
fasting and prayer ])reparatory to the launching of the civil disobedience movement. 
April 13 saw the .Tallianwala massa<‘.rc where innocent Hindus, IVluslims and Bikhs 
mixed their martyr blood in a common sacrifice. Since then the w^cek has been 
observed throughout the country as a national w’cek, when the country renews its 
determination to achieve its goal and intensify the work ])rc]>aratory to the struggle. 
Constructive work lias therefore formed the main feature of the celebrations. 
This year the national week assumes a special significance due to the impen¬ 
ding struggle and the insistence of Gandhiji, that he would lead no mass 
struggle unless the constructive programme of the C-ongress has been 
effectively cariied out. It will therefore be not out of i)lace if I invite your 
attention to the a])]>eal issued by Gandhiji through (he columns of the 
Harijan for the observance of the week. He says, “On Ai)ril G, 1919 the 

masses of India found their feet. It was the inauguration of civil disobeihcm c. 
Its non-violent character was signalised by fasting and i)rnyer. Hindus and 
Muslims fraternised as they had never done before. The vow of Swadeshi 
was taken by tens of thousands. The Ai)ril 13, 1919 saw the massacre in 
which Hindu, Muslim and Bikh blood flowed ])romiscuously. The National 

Week is observed as a week of self-purification, in which sales of khadi and 

other products of village industries are organised on a large scale. I have 
said and I repeat that there is no Bwniraj for the masses exce])t through khadi 
and other village crafts. I’or there is no non-violent disobedience without 
sustained constructive effort. A living, continuous mass contact is impossible 
without some constructive programme requiring almost daily contact of the 
workers with the. uiasscs. 1 hope, therefore, that the forth-coming week will 
be celebrated by all earnest w'orkers with duo solemnity and with intensive 

Bales of khadi and other products of village handicrafts.” 

I hoj'e you will keep in mind these solemn words of Gandhiji while 
organising the national week this time. You will please scud this office rejiorts 
about the celebrations in different jdaccs under your jurisdiction, 

Circular No. 4 — 28th. March 

In connection wdth my circular letter No. 1, P-1/8 dated 23rd March, 1910, 
I send yon herewith coi)y of an article contributed by Gandhiji in the columns of 
the Harijan dated the ‘d.lih March, 19-10 containing detailed instructions for all 
those who would t)articii)ate and help to the forthcoming Batyagrah struggle. 

Gandhiji divides the army into active and passive Batyagrahis. For the former 
he has prescribed .h conditions ; (1) they must believe in the cultivation of the spirit 
of good will tow’ards all communities and sections of people without distinction 
of caste, creed and colour and sex ; (2) they must have no untouchability in 

them in any shayie or form; (3) they must s])in regularly; (1) they must habitually 
use Khaddar to the exclusion of all other cloth and (.p they must not expect in 
case of imprisonment any financial assistance either for themselves or their 
dependents. 

The passive Batyagrahis are those men and women who ‘though they will not 
spin or court or sufler im]uisonmcnt, believe in the two cardinal principles of 
Batyagrah (Truth and non-violence) and wdsh well to the struggle’. Tlicy will help 
the movement best ‘if they will not interfere with the course of the struggle by 
thcmBelves courting imprisonment and aiding or precipitating Btrikes of labourers 



—29 MAE. '40 ] GENERAL SECRETARY’S CIRCULARS 239 

or students’. They will, however, it is hoped, actively help in the prosecution of 
the constructive pro>i:ramme so far as it is not a{>:aiiist their principles. 

If Gandhij’s instvncaions are faithfully followed, every unit of Conj^ress or¬ 
ganisation must convert itself into a ISatyagraha (^jminitteo. U is, liowevcr, possil)Ie 
that the rnsjority of the members and oMicc bearers of a Committee are not active 
Hatyagrahis. In that case, a separate Satyagraha committee may be (-reated consist¬ 
ing of active 8atyagrahis. The C\)ngress (Committee must hel)) and co-operate with 
such Satyagraha Committees. The latter may carry on the work for the prepara¬ 
tion of the struggle, while tlie former may go on with routine Congress business. 
1 have already asked tlie ])rovincial Cougicss Committee to liave 4 departments of 
work namely; (1) the Ciiarkha ; (2) Alinority ; (5) llarijan; (1) rublicity Depart¬ 

ments. If there be need fur more departments they may be added. Funds must bo 
]>rovided for each departinent. Permission umlor necessary safeguards may be given 
to the departmej)ts to lajse money for tlicir resi)ective ac'livines. All the depart¬ 
ments created must eo-opeiate with each other. 

At Ramgrah, < Jaiidhiji was assured that the eouutry was ready for a fight. 
The only thing needed was the word of eommaiid. 1 have no doubt that this is 
the prevalent teeling in the eouiitry. In that case, given the wull for iSatyagraha, 
there sliould be no diliiculty in fuKilliug the eoudilions laid down by our Leader. 
TvOt every man and wiiman feel that lui or she is ali'eady in jail. lait them eornliine 
uiiuer a Congress organisation or Satyagraha association, or Sablia and establish 
ashrams, shibirs and camps wlicrc the memhers carry out in daily routine the 
programme that is j)rescnl)cd. Tvct ns even from now suspend our ])rivatc normal 
activities and devote ourselves to the woik of preparation. In such shibirs, ashrams 
and camps additional items of woik may be nndeitaken, sui-h as voliintei'ring and 
tirst aid to the injured. Let smdi camj)S continue till the inmates find themselves 
in jail, lad, the camps be conducted with as much voluntary ‘sanyain’ (restraint) 
and simplicity of life as are comimlsoiily the lot of the ISatyagrahi after he is 
eonvielcd ami linds himself in jail. If this is done the order to march may be 
given even inside one mouth as Gandhiji hopes. 

It is neci'ssary for the a<*tive Satyagrahi to idedgo himself about the main 
principles of Satyagraiia and tlie (diief items of the luogramme. Each iirovincial 
tk>!igresB (kinimittee will therelori' draw up a jdedge on the lim-s of the one attaeh- 
evl herewith. It is liased ii]>on the ]-leilgc drawn up and adopted at the open session 
of the Congress in 1921 at Ahniedabad. 

It will not be out of place here to remind yon wliat Gandhiji said at 

Ramgarh. lie told his audience that this time when the struggle is likely to 

be iinal and theiefore severe and ])rolonge(l, he will not bo satished with 
(bnibifnl material, lie has also warned ns that if he smells violence he will 

unhesitatingly call halt. It is a ha/.aidous ami delicate e.\i)criment that he is 
out to ])erl()rm. If it succeeds, it means peace and goodwill for a tried, nerve- 
wreeked and war-weary woihl. Tliose wdiose faitli in non-violence is not as 

bright as Gandhiji would wish it, will, I hope, have the i>atienee to allow 

Satyagrah a chance, specially when with almost one voic(‘ the nation lias rcfiosed 

its faith and (*onlidenc-e in Gandhiji’s leadership. After all thosi; who work for 
peace and jnstici; in this country or for the woild. may not be impatient, h'hey 
are hound to tiy every method that saves humanity fiom war, violence and 
bloodshed. When Satyagralui fails, after it has been given a fair trial in terms 
of the eonditioiis laid dowm by its author and initiator, it will be time to use the 
orthodox way of violence, if the nation so wishes. We must remember that the 
way of violence is ever with ns. In the moantinie, to interfere with the work of 
tile Congress niuleu Gandliiji’s h'ad wonhl not be to advance the best interests of the 

revolution we wish to ai*hic\e but to wovk for reaction and eonnter-revolnlion. I^et 

therefore all earnest minds either close up the ranks by being active ^^atyagrahis or 
help the movement by remaining ]iassive. “They also serve who stand and wait.” 

May I request yon to earefnlly study the present statement of (jandhiji and any 
other instriKlions in this behalf that may be issued by him from time to time ? 
You will ask your suhordiiiatc organisations to do likewise. The Oflice must get 
fortnightly reports containing facts and figurcB about the progress of the work 
undertaken. 



240 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ wardha- 

Pledge 

To 

The Satya.i2:raliajOonf^rcs3 Committee. 


I desire to enroll myself us an active Satyaj^rahi. 

T solemnly cleelare that, 

(1) —So loni; as 1 remain an active Satyapjrahi I shall remain non-violent in 
word and deed and shall earnestly endeavour to he non-violent in intent, since f. 
believe that as India is eiivnnislanccd today, non-violem-e alone can help and result 
in the attainment of Ihirna Swaraj and consolidation of unity amonfi; all the races 
and communities of India whether ITindu, Muslim, Sikh, Tarsi, Christian or Jew. 

(2) —1 helie\e and shall endeavour always to promote siich unity. 

(!>)—T believe in the justice and neci'ssity of removin;:; the evil of iintouch- 
ahility and sliatl on all ])ossil)le oc.-asions seek personal contact with, and endeavour 
to render sei vici; to, tlie Hiil)mcrc.ed classi's. 

(1) —I believe in Swadeshi as essential for India’s economic, ]iolitical and moral 
srdvation and shall use liand-spnn and liand-woven khaddar to the exclusion of 
e\ ('ry other cloth. 1 shall so far us })ossil)lc use the \troduce of hand and village 
indust’i('s. 

(■))—] shall Sjiin regularly. 

(hj —I shall carry out the inst,ructions of my Bipierior officers and all rnlcs 
and re^idations not. inconsistent with the spirit of this i)lcdye ])rescrihed by any 
superior t’oeyress orcanisalion or the Woikin^ tkunmittce or any other agency 
established by the Conyri’ss. 

(7) -1 am ju-epared to suder imi)risonmcnt or even death for the sake of the 
cause an;l my '•onntiy without. K'sentment. 

(S) In the event i»f my impiisonmcnt T shall not claim from the Congress 
any support ior my self, my family and depeiideuts. 

Signed 

Full name. 

Address. 

Date. . 

Note ; Nobody who is not above the age of 18 may take this ])ledge. 

Every Congress Cominittee a Satyagralii Coraniittoe 

The folloivivg under Ihc ahore euption hij Mahalma Gandhi was issued ^rom 
S('V(i(;r<! !?i, Whndfta an Ha’ :Jif.h. JIarch 1!)4(> :— 

W'hen I Saul at the Subjects Committee meeting at Ramgarh that every 
Cougrc'ss Committee should he<-ome a Satyagrahi Committee I meant every word 
of wlial. 1 said as 1 meant, every ^\OI•d of everything else 1 said. 1 would like every 
Congressman who desires to serve in the Satyagrali Sena to read my two Biiceches 
made at Rarnparh ns ^\e^l as whatever else 1 may write in llarijau on the struggle 
and carry out tlu; instructions meant for him or her. 

In the coming slniL’uh! if it must come, no half-hearted loyalty will answer 
the jmrposc. Imapiiu’ a general marcliing to battle with doubting, ill-prei)ared 
soldiers. He will surely maich to defeat.. 1 will not consciously make any Bucli 
latal CNi^eriment. 'This is not im’anl to frighten Congrefismen. If they have the 
will, they will not find my instructions diliicuit to follow. Correspondents tell me 
that though they have no laitli in me or the Charkha they })ly the latter for the 
Rake of disi ipline. 1 do not understand this language. Can a general fight on the 
Btrength of soldifus wiio, he knows, liavo no faith in him ? d'he plain meaning of 
tliis language is that tlu’ conespondents believe in mass action but do not believe 
in the eonnecl.ion I see between it and the Charkha etc,, if the action is to be non¬ 
violent. 'i'bey bclicvii in my hold on the masses but they do not believe in the 

things wliich I believe liave given me that hold. They merely want to exploit me 

and will grudgingly pay the price which my ignorance or obstinacy t'accordin^ to 

them) demamls. 1 do not call this discipline. True discipline gives enthusiastic 
obedience to iustructioiis even though they do not satisfy reason. A volunteer 
exercises his reason when he chooses his general but after having made the choice, 
he docs not waste his time and energy in scanning every instruetiori and testing it 
on the anvil of his reason before following it. “Theirs is not to reason why.” 

Now for my instructions : — 

ENery Congress Committee should become a Batyagrah Committee and register 
such Congressmen who believe in the cultivation of the spirit of goodwill towards 
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all, who have no untouchabiliiy in them in any shape or form, who would spin 
regularly and who liabiLiially use Khaddar to the exclusion of all other cloth. I 
would expect those who tlius register their names with their Committees to devote 
the whole of their spare time to the constructive programme If the re 8 })on 80 is 
sincere, these Satyagrah Committees would become busy 8j)innin;. deports. They 
will work in conjunction with and under the guidance of A. 1. S. A. branciies in a 
business-like manner so that there will remain in tlie jurisdiction of the Committees 
no Congressmen who have not adoi)ted Khaddar for exclusive use. I shall expect 
business-like reports to be sent from ])rovincial headquarters to the A. 1. C. C. as to 
the progress of the work of the Satyagraha Committee, treeing that this registra¬ 
tion is to be i)urely voluntary, the reports would mention the numbers both of those 
who give their names for registration and those who do not. 

The registered Satyagrahis will keep a diary of the work that they do from day 
to day. Their work, besides their own Bjujining, will consist in visiting tlie pri¬ 
mary members and inducing them to nsc Khadi, K()in and register themselves. 
Whether they do so or not, contact should he maintained vyith them. 

There should be visits 2 >aid to Harijan homes and their diilicultics removed so 
far as ])ossil)le. 

Needless to say that names should he registered oidy of those who arc willing 
and able to suffer im\)risonmcnt. 

No fiuauciiil assistance is to be expected by Satyagrahi prisoners whether for 
themselves or their dependents. 

So miicli for active Satyagrahis. But there is a much lai-ger class of men and 
w^omon wlu), thougli they wdl not spin or couit or siilfcr impi i^ou ment, believe in 
the two cardinal principles ol Satyagrah and wcKome and wish well to the struggle. 
These 1 will call passive Satyagrahis. They will help equally with the active ones, 
if they will not, interfere with t.lie course of the stiuggie by themselves courting 
imprisonment or aiding or precipilatiug strikes of iaiiourcrs or stiidtuits. liiose 
who out of ()verz(*al or for any other cause will act contrary to thc'se instruetious 

will harm the struggle and may even compel me to suspend it. When the force of 

violence art^ let loose all ovi'r the world and when nations reputed to be most 
civilized cannot think of any force other than that of arms for the settlement of 
their disputes, 1 liope that it will he possible to say of India that she fought and 
won the liattle of ficedom by pincly pcacelnl means. 

I am quite clear iii my mind that, given the cooi'cration of jtolitically minded 
India, tlie atiaiumciit ol India’s trcedoni is p(uteclly possi))le through unmi::e(l non¬ 
violence. ’I’he woild does not believe our pretension of nou-vioh'uce. Let alone the 
world. I the sell stxled general have repeateilly admitted that we have violcnee in 
our hearts, that we are olien violent to one unothei in our mutual dealings. 1 must 
c(uifeBs that I will not be able to fight so long as we have \iolence in our midst. 

But 1 will fight if the i)roposed register is honest and if those who courageously 

keep out will not disturb the even course ol struggle. 

Non-violence aciion means mobilisation of world opinion in our favour. 

I know that a growing number of thinking men and women of the world 
are sick of tlie war s]>irit ; tliey are longing for a way of peace and they 
are hooking to India to point that way. We cannot have that opinion on 
our side if we are not honestly non-violent. Let me repeat what 1 have said 
in these columns that L shall be able to fight with a very small army of 
honest Satyagrahis but shall feel powerless and embanassed, if I have a huge 
army in which 1 cum have no trust or as to whose behaviour I am not 
always sure. 

1 exjiect the A. I. C. C. to organise Satyagrah Committees and report to 
me from time to time of the progress made. If there is an enthusiastic 
response, inside of one month it should be ]) 0 S 8 ibIe to forecast the exact period 
required to jiut the Satyagrah Committees in working order. 

Circular No. 5 — 5tfi. April 

In continuation of my circular No. 4 dated March 29, 1940, I have to 
request that in recording the names of active satyagrahis, there need be no 
anxiety to add to numbers. Every care should be taken to see that the 
full implications and the requirements insisted upon by Gandhiji and given 
in the pledge are clearly understood and appreciated. No-body who consents 
to the terms of the pledge from considerations of expediency for participating 
in the struggle, should be encouraged to join the ranks. Even in a violent 
fight, it is not merely numbers but the moral quality of the units comprising 
31 
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an army, that, is of importance. This is much more true of a fiftht based upon 
principlcB of truth and non-violence. Here the moral quality of individuals is of 
utmost importance. Therefore it is not so much in numbers ns in the quality 
of those who join the ranks of active satyaRrahis, that our strength shall lie. 
If we are in any way slack in this matter and if the future conduct of 
satyagrahis belies the conditions laid down, advantaj^e will be taken of our 
slackness by the Government and the communal and other forces arrayed 
ai^ainst us at ])resent. It may even mean the suspension of our movement. 
If however, we stand firm on our ])rin(‘i]'les and if no lure of temporary 
political advantage or speedy success deflects us from tlic course we have 

chalked out for ourselves iii consonance uith our hi^h aims and noble and 

pure means, nothing in the world can resist us. 

In makinji, the list of a^-livo and passive satyai^rahis Cone;ress (“omraittecs 
must confine themselves to recording the names ol Gone,ressmen. No freneral 
census of those in syni]>athy with ns is to he com])iIe(l. It is quite ]>ossiblc 

that non-Coii'^ressmen may want to enlist thems(!lves as active sal yaj^rahis. 
In that case they must he asked to the Congress and hceome i>riinary 

members. 

I have already written to yon about cam])S, sln})irs and ashrams that may 
be advanta^ACously established for active sulyc.uraliis. But this may not be 

possible everywhere. In that ease in r\cry localily, uiban or niial, active 

satyagrahis must meet in hatches re^nlaily and curry tint, in eommon, items 
of the proy:ranime. 4'hcy will find this tfn^ ea-uest inclliod of doinc tlie allotted 
work. Eor instaie-e, in t'very ward ot a ePy or every villai’C or j^roup of 
villa|;es, where theie arc enoup,h acti\c satyaerahis eniolhd, they may meet 

toi;elhcr and ajuioint one ftorn amoipr th“ins('!vcs as (Bptain or Leader and 

under his guidance meet peiiodically if n.it daily, for ];lyiny, (lie Takli or (he 
Charkha. They will thus find that they may not lu’ed a separate tt'acher for 
spinning, d'hey can also fix particular days in tlie wet'k on which they may 
learn sim’plc drill and first-aid to the injured. 'I'licy may, in hatches of II 
or d, visit the Jlarijans and ineniliers of tin* ininoi'ity coinmnnities in their 
homes and establish pi'rsonal contacts witli them. 11 they wo:k toyi'ther and 
in };ronpB they will find that tliey can carry out the proLtranime with ease 
ami convenience. Each };rou]i must keep a diary of the woi k done and send it 
])ei iodically to the (’oin nul.ti'e superior to it. Tlie consolidated report of the 
activities in the province should be ]u-ep:iied in (lie I’lovincial (^on^ress 
Committee Olliee every lortni-lit and h)rwa'-ded to the Ail India Con}.^ress 
Committee Othce. 

The Natior.al Week 

Manlnna Abitl KtiUim Azdd, the Cniigress President issued the following 
statement in convection with the Nafionel Week : — 

The General Secretary of the All India Goncress Committee has drawn 
the attention of the Congress organisations towards the a])pi()aeh of the 

National Week, and reminded them of (heir tasks. I am confident that on 

this oc'casioM all Conciess Committees will fully demonstrate their capacity 
for action. In this connection 1 expect of every Conjj^ressmati and woman, 
every snmiorter of the Con;;ress cause to coniiihnte in a juactieal manner 

towards the snceess of the week 

For the last ‘dO years this w'oek has come to stay as the season of our 
constructive cflbits. Like the natural seasons of our laud this one also recurs 
every year, and after influencing ii.s fm* a wdiile, passes on. Our natural 

seasons affect us iihysicaliy, while this one reacts on our intellect and 

emotions. It ]>rovides ns with a rare opj)ortunity for self-intro8j)ection and 
self-purification in order that we examine alresh our hearts and onr minds. 
It comes to ganco how far our professions of service, sacrifn-e and non-violence 
which wo repeat so often, have jienetrated into the dejiths of our hearts. For 
us this year the approach of the National Week has a Hjiecial Kicjiiificance. 

Only a few days back we have announced to the world from the 
Congiress platform at Kam^arh our new passion for freedom and our deter¬ 
mination to achieve it. Tlie National Week is thus the first stage of testing 
the value of these announcements. If, at this stage, we live up to the true 

ideal of our constructive programme it would provide us with those inner 

resources without which it would be difficult for us to acquit ourselves with 

honour in the coming struggle. 
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How then do we expect to fulfil the requirements of the constructive 
programme ? The constructive prop,ramme implies Hindu>]Muslim unity, removal 
of untoiichability and extensive ])opnlariHation of Khadi. Do we imagine that 
by holdinji; a few meelin^^s and delivering speeches, we would fulfil the task 
assigned for the National Week ? Does it siifhce for us the; we go about 
hawking khadi for a week in the streets and bye-Iancs of the towns, and then 
come back to our normal occupations with the feeling that we have done 
our duty to the constructive j>rogramme ? 

Of course, all these arc necessary items of tlie programme, and we 
must carry them out. But this alone would not no. 'Ihese activities 
undoubtedly give sha])e and form to our eflbrts, but we require sometliing 
more to put life into it. \\ e Congressmen profess to shoulder the great burden 
of our national movement in India today and ours undoubtedly is the 
lesponsibility in every ])base of thought and action. If we imbibe the true 
spirit of the constiuctive jiro^ramme, I have no liesitation in afbrming that 
every atom of this land will resj>ond to the call of national life. 

But do we exjiect to carry warmth to others if our own hearths grow 
cold ? No, we must kindle our own fires fust. The National Week provides 
US with that opportunity. 


The Working Committee Proceedings 

Wardlia lath. April to 19lli. April 1940 

A meeting of tlu^ Workiue’ (\unmittec was held at Wardha from loth to 
19th April, 1940. IMauIana Abul Kalam A/.ad presided. 

The membcMS ])iesent weie : t^hiis t^aiojini Naidu, .Tawahnrlal Nehru, 
Vallabhi)hui PaO'l, Bajendra Pre.sad, Bajagojiahudiari, Bliidalibai Desai, 
bhankerrao Deo. Profulla tUiandra Ghosh, Doetor t^yed Mahmud, Mr. Asafali 
and Sri ,1. B. Kii]>:dani. 

Shris J’attabjji Sitaramay ya, TTarekrnshna ^lehnlab, Acbynt Patwardhan, 
Vijayalnxmi Pandit and 4'. lhakasam \ver<‘ present by s[>ccial invitation. 

Tlic follotving resolutions wire passed : 

Coudoloace 

4 'his (\)mmit4ee place on nv-oid their sense of dee]’> sorrow at the passing 
away of the Bev. (’. F. Andrews, a true humanitaiian, whose life had been 
dedicated to the service of the ]'eople of India and particularly of Indians 
Overseas. 

This Committee ('xpresa their sense of deep sorrow^ at the deaths of Seth 
Vnkub Hasan of Madias and Siiyul Mahimchandia Das of Chittagong, who 
had rendered valuable services to the cause of the country. 

Last Date for the Election of Provincial Tribunals 

May 5, 1940 was fixed as the last date for the appointment of the 

Provineial d'ribuiials in terms of Art. VIII (b) of the Constitution. It was 

also decided that till the new TTibuiials are conslittitcd, the old Tribunals should 
continue. 

Women's Department 

It was decided that a separate department for wa>mcn be instituted in the A. I. C. 
C. Office. The function of the new de]iartment wdli l)e to study the question of 
women in India. It shall also advise the provinces on the best way of 

ensuring the full cooi-cration and jiarticipation of the women of India in the 

work of national reconsMnclion. 

Indian States 

A Bub-committee consisting of Bhris Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, 
Rhulabhai Desai and .1. B. Krijialaiii, the General Secretary was appointed to 
consider the question of the representalion of the States people in the CongresB 
organisation inside the terms of the present constitution and make necessary 
recommendations to the Working Committee. 

Volunteer Organisation 

In order to encourage volunteering along right lines through the Congress 
organisations and bring about uniformity in the working, it is desirable to 
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enquire into the present conditions of such organisations in the various 
provinces and to collect information thereon. With this object in view, Bhri 
K. S. Pandit is requested to carry on the necessary inquiries by personal visit 
to the provinces where necessary and otherwise to report thereon to the 
Working Committee. The diflerent Provincial Congress Committees are requested 
to assist him in this work. 

Satyagraha 

The Working Committee have given full consideration to the situation in the 
country as it has devel()})ed since the Uam^j^arli Congiess ami to the necessity for 
preparing the Congress organisation for tSatyai:raha whicli the itamgarh Congress 
declared was inevitable in the future. The Ctirnmitlce welcomes the steps taken by 
the Provincial Congress Committees, in ]mrsnanee of the diiections issued by Gan- 
dhiji to function as Saiyam'aha (Vimmiltec and to enrol ac(i\e and passive satya- 
grahis. The Committee trust that, all Congiess Committees thronglumt the country 
will pursue this juogranime with all earnestness and tlioroughness, and will put 
their affairs iu order for such action as may be required of them, dhe Committee 
recommend that those members of Congiess executives wlio aie unable to take tlie 
prescribed pledge iuid slioiil.ler tlie burden of a struggle under the diS(i|>lined gui¬ 
dance of the Congiess, will withdraw from their executive positions, q'lie Commi¬ 
ttee lay stress again on the fuliilment of the conditions laid down by Gandhiji, com¬ 
pliance with wdiieh is essential for Civil Disobedience. 


General Secretary’s Circulars 

Circular No. 1 — lOfh, April 

One of onr chief tasks is to inform our countrymen of the stand taken by the 
Congress during the present wnir and the eonsequema's that flow out of it. This 
task should lie so done that not a single Tmiian may he nnaecpiainled with the Con¬ 
gress view'point and wdiat is cxpeetcal ot liim. ‘It is (rue tliat Congressmen in the 
various distiiets aie doing this woik. Put tlicre ought to be better ]»lanning, more 
system and thoroiigliness, I suggest that this can be dune if we decided to work 
out a ])rogramme of at least one meeting for eveiy village 

There are on an average villages to every distiiet in onr eonntry. We 

must decide to hold ]»ublic meetings in tlie district, one in each village. 4 iie Dis¬ 
trict Congress Committee shouUl for this ])urpose select a hand of about 40 Sj^eakerB. 
Each Bjicaker, if necessary, can address two meetings in two ditferoiU villages in the 
course of a day. Group of villages when mair enough can be combined. In this 
manner, our programme can be worked out inside of a month. 

Care should be taken in the selection of speakers. 4'hey must be active Batya- 
grahis, should have understood the Congress stand in its various asiieets and must 
be able to jmt it across in simple and dignified language, q'be bases for these 
Bpeeches should be: (1) Kamgarh Congress Itesolutiun, (g) Mahatma (Landhi’s in¬ 
structions given in his article in the Tlaiijan’ of 3Uth March entitled ‘Every Con¬ 
gress Committee a Satyagraha Committee,’ (:i) the A. T. C C Circular No. 4, dated 
the 1^7th March, explaining these iiistrnctions, and (4) the implications of the pledge. 
The speakers should aim at making clear and comprehensive 8j)eechr8. It would be 
best it at these meetings, the authorised speaker alone made a detailed and com¬ 
prehensive speecli. 

I suggest that Distiiet Congress Committees be asked to take up this work at 
once, select a band of sfieakcrs and map out a plan of meetings. 

In order to save time, coiiies of this Circular are being sent direct to such 
District Congress Committees whose address is with the A. I. C. C. Office. You 
will jdease see to it that this work is properly organised and speedily carried out. 

Circular No. 2 — IGth. April 

About the formation of the Provincial Election Tribunal in terms of the Con¬ 
gress Constitution, the Working Committee at its ])resent meeting here have decided 
that “For the purposes of Art VllI (/>) May 5, 1940 is fixed as the last date for the 
appointment or the Tribunal.” 

It is hoped that if you have not already apiioiuted the Tribunal for the year 
you will do so now. If however by the 5th of May, 1940 no new Tribunal is appoin¬ 
ted the Working Committee will oe constrained to appoint one in terms of Art 
yill, Clause (6), 
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I may also inform you, that till the new Tribunal is appointed last year’s 
Tribunal is to function. 

Ctrculai' No. 3~2ord. April 

1 am Bcndinji; yon licrewith coi)ies of the two resolutions pass-d by the last 
meetin<^ of the Working; Commiiiec at Wardha. 'I'be resolution on Satya^raha is 
self-explanatory. You are directed to carry on the activities you iiavc alieady under¬ 
taken in pursuance of (Jandhiji’s dirertions with all possible thorouj^hiiess. Yon will 
please bear in mind the ne>-e8sity of sending to this oHicc a fortnightly report of the 
work done. 

Shri R. S. Tandit ivill soon undertake incpiirit'S into the condition of the 
volunteer movement in the vaiious ])rovinces. >le will communicate with you direct 
and may also visit your province. You are requested to render him tull assistance 
and cool)eration. 

Circular No. 4 — 3rd, May 

Before the Ram^arh C’on^ress you w’ere requested to supply to this otTice 

the li^tures and all otlier informations reiiaidin^ 8ui>i»ression of civil liberties 

in your province, since the commencement of the war. 1 am sorry to say that 
most of tiie I’lovinces have not Hupfdied ns with tlic information asked for. 
When some provinces have i;iven us infoimation, they have contented themselves 
with sending it once only. We have, therefoie. no up-to-date intormation in 
this behalf. May I request that up-to-date inioimation about luosecutions, 

arrests, prohibitory ordeis etc., in your ])rovince since the commencement of 
the war be 8ui)plied to us immediately. The information asked for is to be 
T)laced before, tlie next meetin|i, of the AVoikin” (kvminiltee wliich is likely to 
oe held by the end of this month. If the information is 8ui)plicd by the 

thiid week of May, at the latest, it will enable the oHicc to arrange and 
tabulate it for presentation before the Working Committee. 

Circular No. 5 — 3rd, May 

The President w'ants information from you on the following points. Tliis inform¬ 
ation is to be Biip]»lied immediately. Tliis letter must therefoie be consideied as urgent. 

(I) Is proi>er discipline maintained in the Congress oiganisations in your 
province ? 

(J) If there is any indiscijtlino, what are the cansos thendor ? 

(!!) What groups, if any, are there in the Congress organisation in your 
Province ? 

(1) What are their activities ? 

(T)) How far do their activities ham])er Congress woik in the ])r()vince ? 

I would also remind you once again that you have to send to this oflicc 
foitnighlly reports about the progress of woik in your piovince in connection 
with fcSatyagraha. 

Circular No. 6-~3rd. May 

In my eireular letter No. 4 dated March 20, 1010 I had said that where the 
majority of the members of the executive of a Congress Committee are not active 

Batyagrahis, a separate t^ntyagragh Committee be formed for carrying on activities 

in connection wuth Satyagraha prepaiation and the Congress Committees in such 
cases should attend to the other routine business of the organisnlion. Tlic W'orking 
Committee at their meeting liold at Waidba last month, deciili'd that no sej>aTate 
Satyagraha Committee be foimed and that every C’ommittee of the Congress must 
necessarily transform itself into a Satyagraha Committee and carry on in addition 
to its ordinary routine work, the work of Salyapralia ]'re])arati()n. 4'he Working 
Committee also decided that such members of the Committees as could not for any 
reasons sign the Satyagraha pledge should resign their seats on the Committee and 

allow their seats to be filled up by active Satyagrahis. Y"on will therefore please see 

to it that these latest instructions of the Working Committee are carried out in 
your Province. 

This change was necessary because it was thought that it would be undesirable 
if people wlio were not in time with the piesent t>olicy of the Congress should yet 
continue holding otlices in the organisation. It was also felt that the question of 
relation between the Congress Committees and separate Satyagraha Committees may 
cause friction and indiscipline in the Congress organisation at a time when unity of 
purpose and effort is absolutely necessary. 
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I am sure Oiose who refuse to sign the Safynj;raha pledge will see the wisdom 
and the neressit.y of voluntarily resigning tlnur seats, thus allowing Congresa 
organisation to carry out the ofiicial }»olicy smoothly and without friction. 

Circular No. 7 — 4th. May 

I am sending you herewith the questionnaire in terms of which information 
has got to he collected in your ]uovince and submitted to this Ollice. You will 
])lease exi^'diie the collection of information. Whenever you send this information 
you will keep in view the questionnaire. 

Enclo. 1 

1. Number of Salyagrahis enrolled. Are they fidfilling the conditions 

prescribed in tlie 1’ledge ? Do they meet ]»eriodically ? 

2. What slej)s have been takt‘n to popularise Khadi ? 

d. What Btei)8 have been taken to establish contacts with the (1) Ilarijans, 

(2) Minorities 

4. d'hc Otlicc of the I*. C. C. (1) Hours of work, number of em])loyees, salary, 

(2) L'ci»artment8, quantity and quality of w'oik, (d) circulars issued, (1) Accounts, 

(5) rroi)aganda. 

b. The meetings of the P. O. C. and the Executive. liow often do they 
meet ? Matters dealt with by them after the Ramgarh Congress, instructions 
issued to the 1). C. Cs. 

0. Jlow^ many members of these bodies have Bigned the yatyagraha pledge ? 

7. District and Chty Congress Committees. The number ot these committees 
and their total members. Have they turned into Hat>agraha councils 1 How 
are the District Oliices functionijjg ? Do they keep contact with the subordinate 
committees ? 

8. What stej^s have the D. C. Cs taken to organise the ])rcparatory work 
for Satyagraha The number of satyagiaids enioiled. 

b. Are ]\Iandal committees functioning ? Details as to the number of 
members of t hese commit lees, satyagrahis enrolhd, and their a(■ti^'ilies '/ 

10. Have group rivaliies \rithin the Congiess dechbu'd or disa]>j)earcd ? 
What is the strength of the diss(M)tient grouj)B and wliat aie their activities 

IT How is the ))ul)lic rea'-ting to our lu'eparalious for 8iit\agraha ? 

12. diainiug camps held in the Province. Details as to the niim))er of 
persons ^\lu) partiripated in them, their daily routine, the kind of training 
received, results obtained etc. 

i;h Number of public meetings lichl since Ramgarh to pO]udarisc the 
Ramgarh resolution, Candhiji’s instructions and the A. I. C. C. circulars. 

11. AVbat rnc'asures have tlie P. C-. Cs taken or propose to take for seeing 
that, the eoudilioiis of the ]»ledge ami the programme they lay down from lime 
to lime aie eanich out by the batyagruhis ? 

If). Are the nH'n.liers of (he Congress Executive Committees and Congress 
members ol Local Paiards fulfilling tlic condition about Kluuii as i<resetibed in 
Alt. VI1 (b) ol the Congress Constitution ? What is done in the case of 
defaulters ? 

National Week 

The Natioiral wedc was observed throughout the country with more than 
irsrral enthusiasm this yc'ar. It followed the Ramgarh tSession of the Congress 
hy only aliout two weeks. The only resolution passed at the Ramgarh Session 
was a call to the Nation to ]ne])are itself for a final and decisive struggle 
irmhT the leadership of Mahatma (hindhi. The historic associations of the 
National W'cdc gave an inspiring background to these preparations. 

The President and tlie General Secretary, All India Congress Committee 
issued instnietioirs to the C'omrnittees intensively to carry out the constructive 
])iogramiue of the Congress during the National Week. The Congress Committees 
took prompt steps to implement these instructions. Bpinning demonstrations 
and competitions and intimsive sales of khadi were organised in almost all 
imjiortant lulics in the country. 

All tliose wlio had signed the 8atyagr*aha pledge as prescribed by the 
Gencrtd Secretary, A. 1. C. C. participated in these activities. Piabhat Pheries, 
flag hoistings, processions and public meetings formed other features of the 
celebrations. At the i)ubrtc meetings was emphasised the central place of the 
conslructivc programme in the country’s preparation for the struggle. The 
public were exhorted to use khadi and other village products to the exclusion of 
every-thing else. 
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SATYAGRAHA PRERARATTONS 
Satyagraha Preparations in Provinces 

Andhra 

At its meeting:; held on April 0, 1910 the Andhra Provincial Congress 
Committee set ii}> the following Hiib-(‘ommittcos : (1) Ciiaik’ia, (d) iJarijaii, (3) 

Minorities, (1) Publicity, and lo) Women. 

The Hub-commit,tees have been advised to draw up a programme of work and 
submit it to the P. C, C. 

The Executive C-ommittee has Bince been converted into Halyagraha Com¬ 
mittee for the province. All the memlx'rs Bi;j.ned the phidge. The 
liistrict Congress Cornmitl(‘es and Hiil)()rdinatc committ.^es have been 
circularised to convert thctnselves into Satyagraba eoinmit'c'cs. 'I'lie Halyagraha 
]>ledgc has been sent to all the ('ongress members of the rrovincial and (kuitral 
Legislature, Presidents of Distiict Hoards. (Chairmen of 2dmii ipal (knincils and 
provincial Congress C')minittee members. 'Iik! P. C. t_h Olhce has las-civcd st) far 
29() ])ledges. P. C. C. is organising a volunlfM'r ca))tains’ (riuning caiuti at Madras 
from May 1, 1910. It is ]uoposed to train about oO Volunt(‘('i' captains, Ivrcry 
district is sending at. least ihiee ret>rescntativos to this camp. 3 hose tiained will run 
volunteer camps in the districts. Chimps have been already started in some disliicts. 

A ssarn 

'idle Working (yornmittec of the Assam Proiineial C^ongi'css Conimittee has 
converted itself into the SatyaL'raha committee. Mo'^l. ol the members have signed 
the riedge. < he Lisliict (toiigpc-s (1ommitic(‘s Jiaic been ask{'(l to do likewise, 
'rhe 1). C\ CM hav(> aPo beim asked to hold uu'clings in \illages to exjihiin the 
the Cd)ngrehS I'rogiammc. A scv<‘a days ])r()giamme of woi k has hccii decided 
upon for tire meml)eis of the Woiking Ckjmmiltee, to begin lioiu M:iy f>. 

BciKJdl 

The Provincial Congress Committee of Hengal has been (.iiriicd into Salyagralia 
Committee. 

Bihar [up to tst Map, 1910) 

ddie total number of Satayagrahis enrolled is I’OtC. A Provimdal Halyagraha 
Tiaining (kimp was started at Honepnr trom A])ril I’O wiiicli lasted for a week. 
The total streipdh (»f the campers was d91 of whom 147 were meuibcis of tiie P. Ck 
C. d'he <'amp life was simple, inteiesting and active. Thcie ii as no si'rvants, 
Bweepers, cooks (Me. All woik in coioicrtion with the camp showed remarkable 
discipline. Tin' daily routine was stilctly adhered to. Lull and ])iaycr were optional, 
'idle main fealuics of tk.e camp were spinning ami political iliscomscs dhe total 
amount of yarn spun during the week was hid miles and 173 yaids. dhe camp 
attracted a eontiniioiis stream of visitors H. Pajendia i'rasad deliiercd several 
disconrses on idiarkha, technique of Hatyagraha and like subject. 

Hiniilar camps in the districts are being stinted. Clianqniran has already begun. 

Karvaiak {up to ISth. April, V)4()) 

The Council of the Karnatak P. C. CL met on the Pith Apiil and converted 
itself into the Hatyagraha Committee and directed the committees to do likewise. 

d’wo distiict Congress committees, Lliarvvar and Mangaloie have turned into 
Hatyagraha committees. 

ddic committees Jiave been instructed to open Hatyagraha camps for the train¬ 
ing of Hatyagrahis. 

In the JNational Week, Khaddi hawking, sjanning competitions and visits to 
Plarijan colonies formed the ]>rineipal haitnies of the programme in the province. 

C-ireulars from the A. I. C. C OHiee and Gandhiji’s instructions have been 
printed in Kannada and distributed to the Committees. 

Kerala {uj) to >^Jrd. A})ril, It)JO) 

A resolution has been passed liy tlie Working Committee of the Kerala 1*. C. 
C. for bringing into being a Hnpreme Council representative of various gron|>s in 
the Congress. Hhri K. Kelappan and Jaiiab M. K. Mohinddin Kutti Haheb of the 
Kerala Congress Gandhi Hangham have been asked to serve on the Kerala Hatya¬ 
graha Committee. 

Mahakoshal {up to Ibt. Maip 1940) 

Tlie Provincial Executive has converted itself into Hatyagraha Committee con¬ 
sisting of 11 members of the Committee who have signed the pledge. 
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Oiit of the 11 District Congress Committees, 11 have converted their Executive 
Council into .Satyag;raha Committees. The following;' table gives the numbers on 
these bodies who have signed the l8atyagraha Tledge : 


1 . 

Jubbulporc 

15 

7 

2 . 

Saugor 

15 

9 

3. 

Kareli (Narsinhpur) 

15 

12 

4. 

Petul 

15 

6 

5. 

Chindvvara 

15 

2 

G. 

Seoni 

15 

1 

7. 

Mandla 

15 

7 

8 . 

Palaghat 

15 

7 

9. 

Drug 

15 

3 

10 . 

Kaipur 

15 

10 

11 . 

Pilaspur 

15 

8 


'The total number of pledge forms received from districts upto April 30, 1040 is 
4ol. Tlie number of Tassivc f^alyaeiahis is ISb. Some distiicts, such as Saugor, 

Ilaipur, Iloshangabad have enrolled as many as Ibl, S3, 40 active satyagrahis. l)nt 
some distiicts siudi as Ivliandwa, Mandla, Seoni, Halagliat liave (mrolled only 1, 1, 
7, 7, active satyagrahis res|)ectively. Instructions have been issued to the J). (h Cs 
to send a list of vvliole time asUive satyagrahis. (hiaikha and 4’akli competitions 
Avere held in the National Week. Sales of kliaddar Avcre organised. A khadi and 
village industries exliibiiion was held at Khandwa. The Trovincial Executive has 
decided to open a ]>rovincial satyagraha training camp at Naisinlipiir for a week. 
'I'he 1‘. V. (b mcmbcis wlio have smned the ])ledge and live satyagrahis fiom each 
district have been invited. The i)rovincial camj) will be i'ollo\Aed up by district 

and tahsil camps. 

Maharashti (I (up to ISIh, Af)rtl U)4()) 

Seven Circulars have been issued to the District Congress Committees regarding 
the prejiaralory woik to be done in connexion witii Satyagraha. Leaders arc 
touring in the distiicts and enrolment of satyagrahis is piocia-ding satisfa(‘torily. 
There is enthusiasm in the ]>rovince. 4'he atmospliero inside the Congress and 
outside is sliowing signs of impiovement. Party rivali’ies have declined. Only the 
Poyists are a rift in the lute. 'There is some marked improv(>ment in the discipline 
of Congressmen in local liodu's. 'The ]*. C. C.\ is in coi iesi>ondence Avith the 

Charkha Sangh for the organisation of spinning. 'The D. C. Cs arc making 

necessary arrangiuncnt. for starting shiliirs tor active satyagiahis. 

The Executive Committee has conveiteil itself into Satyagraha Committee of 
the Piovince. Tt aip'ointed Shii Shankerrao Deo to guide the preparations of 
Satyagraha in the l*rovint-e. 

North IPc.s^ Frontier FroviJicc (up to 24th. April 1040) 

Members of the P. C. C. including of course the members of the Provincial 
Executive have signed Satyagraha ]»ledge and these bodies have converted themselves 
into Salyagraiia committees. 'The D. C. CIs of 1 >era Ismail JChan, Pannn and 
Kohat have likewise convertixl themselves into satyagralia Committees, all the 
members having signed the Sat.vagraha Pledge, 'i’laining vamps have been started 
in the districts of Peshawar and Pannn A camp will he held on May 4, 194U 
attended by all the inpHutant woikers of the Province. Khan Ahdul (lafTar Khan 
has started a tour of the ])iovince, from Aiuil 8 in connexion with Satyagraha 
eamitaign. 'fhe tour will last for a month. 

Punjab (up to 15th. April jOiO) 

A supreme Satyagraha ('omrniltec has been formed of members of the Working 
Committee who have signed the I'ledge. Subordinate committees have been asked 
to do likewise. Enrolment of Satyagrahis is going on. 

Sind (up to 27th. April 1910) 

The Executive Council has converted itself into the Supreme Satyagraha 
Council for the ]uovince. The Executive Committees of all Congress committees 
have been directed to funcion as Satyagraha committees as from the Ist May, 1940, 
members not signing the Satyagraha iMedge are to resign. A Sind Satyagraha 
camp will be started at Karachi from the 5th of May. District Political 
Conferences will be held during the course of this month. The pledges 
received in the office so fur total 250. 12 are Muslim and 7 ladies. 
Instructions have been issued to establish closer contact with Muslims. The 
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Charkha department is functioning actively. Spinning demonstrations have been 
held^ at several places in the province. Regular classes for spinning will be opened 
at Karachi, Hyderabad Sukkur and other places. Step to popularise the })roduct8 
of village industries other than khadi are also being taken. On the whole the res¬ 
ponse in the province is good, specially in towns and bigger vil ages. There is, 
however, not much activity in small villages where Muslims predominate. 

Tamil Nadu {up to 16th. April 1940) 

North Arcot 1). C, 0. The Committee has sent the oflicc a list of 220 persons 
who have signed the ^Satyagraha pledge. 

United Provinces {up to 26fh. April 1940) 

The IT. P. Provincial Executive has converted itself into Supreme Satyagraha 
(Touncil for the proviiu^e. The 1). C. Cs have been instructed to tiun into 
satyagraha commitlees. Instructions have been issued tor each member of the 
Ratyagraha committee to S])in and send his fortnightly ref'ort to the local satyagraha 
committee. Members of Ralyagraha Commitlees have been }>ut in charge or aieas 
in districts. 'I'liey will su]»crvise vvoik in tlie area, and prei)are fortnightly repoits. 

In 22 districts out of 48 more than G") ]ier cent of the nicmiars of the 
1). C. Cs, have sigiuHl the Ratyagraha i)h‘dge. 22 pcisons so far have refused to 
sign the idedge because they did not believe in one or the otlier item of the 
])j<)grnmme. d'he total number of Ratyagrahis eniolied in province upto 2Uth Apiil, 
]0l() is .bhtO. Out of lliese rouchly ]7(K) are members of I lie cxcciitives of disiiict 

and city (Congress committees. About .hOO have promised to be whole time woi kers 

of the Congress. In most of the districts, loral dissensions ha\(' disappeared with 
the formation of the Satyagraha committees. Rullicient inloimation has not been 
received yet, about tlic mandal eommit‘ees. The total nuiniier of mandal committees 
functioning in the ])iovinrc is roughly 2,U(HK Half of these commit let's are 
considered to be active liodies. Hie 11 organisers on the national Service Hoard 
have been deputed one to each district. They co-operate with the Ihstiict Congress 
Committees in tlu'ir work. Ratisfactory spinning arraugemmits have been made 
in 10 districts, ddiey have employed sejiarate instruclois. Yarn (‘ollecting has 

been commeiK'ed in 2 districts. Rri Vichatia Narayan Riiarma who has been entrusted 
by the Council to organise spinning in tlie ])rovinee has issued circulars to 

ecjinmittees giving necessary details about Bjiinning work. Ivhaddar Phandars aio 

assisting in the carrying out of the spinning woik. d'herc weic i»ublic spinning 

demonstiations in *7 jdace.s. A spinning demonstration is proposed to be held on 

a lixed day throughout the ]>rovince. 

Every Ratyagrahi has been asked to report about his spinning to an officer 
at>pointed for the inirpose. Rome committees suffer from paucity of funds. I'liey 
have been asked to launch a eamiiaign for enrolling Congiess members. This 

will give them some money. The programme of one meeting in each village is 
being organised in the districts. 

Utkal {up to 2nd. May 1940) 

The IMovincial Congres.s Committee of Utkal has, at its general meeting 
held on Ajiril lb, 1910 transformed itself into Ratyagruha Committee oi the pro\inco 
and has directed the subordinate committees to do likewise, dotal number of 
active Ratyagrahis eniolied so far is 108. Districts such as Cuttack, Korajuit 
account for 42 and 2b satyagrahis respectively. Distiicts such as Ringhbhum and 
Ganjam have enrolled only*l and 1 satyagrahis respectively. The P. C. C. has 
oj^cned four departments; (1) ])ro})aganda ; (2) Hanjan ; (3) minorities; and (4) 
charkha. d'hese departments have started functioning. 

Vidarhha {up to 2nd. May 1910) 

Out of 29 districts, nagar and taliika Congress committees, 23 committees 
have converted themselves into Batyagraha committees. The P. C. C. Office has 
received 200 pledge forms so far. Out of 45 P. C. C. members 30 have signed 
the pledge. Of the 17 M. L. As, 6 have signed the ])ledgc. d'he number of women 
Ratyagrahis is V. Special attention is being paid to propaganda. Conferences are 
being held in the province. A provincial camp of Congress workers will be held 
at Akola from 5th to 7th May. A volunteer camp will be held froin the 5th to 
20th May. Steps have been taken to popularise khadi and spinning. The work 
about Hariiari uplift is also receiving attention. There is enthusiasm in the 
province. Workers are showing keener appreciation of their responsibilities. 

32 
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17r)0 persons have signed the Satyagraha Pledge. Meetings of Satyagrahis are 
held |)eriodically in every Taluka to take stock of the work done by them, d'lie 
Satyagraliis spin regularly. Khadi sales have gone up by about dO per cent. The 
Secretaries of the Ih’ovinciai Congress Committee have prepart'd a statement to be 
used by workcis for explaining to the masses the Congress policy and programme. 

Arrests, imprisonments and searches etc 

The foUowiiiq arc some of the cast’s of arrests, convictions, internments, 
externmmts, searches, gagging orders^ and the Like comjnled from the daiIij press :— 

In Bengal 

In the district of .Tcliiaiguri two luusons were warned, 109 arrested, one was 
otherwise restricted and lOd held in custoily. In Dinajpur persons were warned, 
in Midna])ur four were warned anil four convicted, in Howrah two warned, three 
were arrested, one convicted and one otherwise restricted. In Faridi»ur 10 were 
arrested, two held in custody, five detained without trial and since released. Jn 
Murshidahad bcven were warned. In Noakhali nine were ariestcd, and three were 
otherwise restr cted. In Rajshahi TJ were warned. In 2\ rarganas 47 were warned, 
one was arrested, 10 wine otherwise restiicted, one was detained without trial but 
since released. In Baiiknra 40 were warned. In l>acca 51 were warned, T) arrested, 
three convicted. In Calcutta lot) were warned, 194 were arrested, eight convictcii, 
24 were otherwise lestrieU'd, 22 held in custody. In I'abna seven were warned, 
one was arrested lint snliscipiently released. In Nadia lo wcic wained, six were 
arrested, four convicted. In Hangpur seven weie warned and one w’as otlu'rwise 
restricted. In Ilooizly 24 were warned, four wei’e arrested, 1: were; otherwise 
restricted and two Mr A, M. A. Zaman and Mr. Annanda Pal weie exteined and 
three were detained witliout trial but since i*laced on trial. In P.irldiuni 12 were 
warned, in Maldah four were arrested and three convicted, in COiittagong 10 were 
warned, four weie otlierwise restricted, in Bogra three weie wained, in Baikcrgiinj 
three were warned, in Mymensingh 90 were warned, lOO ariested and 42) weie 
convicted. One was detained w'lthout trial but since releasi-d In Tipjxua lo were 
warned, 48 wore arrested, 21 were convicted. In Burdwan live weie warned, 29 
were arrested, 19 convicted. 

The facts given ab(>\e arc contained in a statement laid on the library table 
by the Home Minister, Bengal. 

Maulvi Ashrafuddin Ahmad Chowdhry, Secretary, B. P. C. C., Trailokyanath 
Chakraliorty, member, A. 1. 0. C. and ex State luisoner and Sudhangsn Bimal 

Dutt, Editor, now defunct nationalist w'cekly ‘ SamgranP’ were sentenced to one 
year’s simiilc im])risonment each undei the Defence of India Piih's. 

A batch of three viz., Mr. Pdikir Sen, an ex-convict in tlu' Armoury Paid 
Case, Mr. Ardhendn Palit a student of the Homeopathic C-ollcge and Pulin He, 
Organising Secretary, Kisaii Committee, were arrested while addiessing a meeting 
held in the Jatramohan Sen Hall compound. 

Sj. Samaremlranath Itoy, Vice-President, Palma District Students’ Federation, 
Sj. Maiiirnoliaii Lahiry of Mohanpur ami Sj. Bhupatiiiath Dey, cx-Detenii w’cre 
arrested at Palma on the 4th Ajiril under llule .99 (b) of Defence of India Act, and 
Section 18 of Emergency Press Act of 19.91. They were released on bail. 

Comrades Sabita Siiekhar Boy Chow'dhry and Narendra Biswas, Kiisak workers, 
were arrested at Berhamjuir, it is reported, under the Defence of India Act. Comrade 
Sabita Bbckhar had been in (letention for more than five years in various camps. 

Taking out of jiroccssions in Jharia without ])ermission has been ])rohibited 
for a period of three months by an order issued by the local authorities under 
Section 90 of the Police Act. 

Sj. Kishori Mohan Chatterjec was sentenced to one year’s rigorous imiirison- 
inent under the Defence of India Act. 

Sj. Subodh Kumar Bhattacharya, a Congress worker of Serampore, w'as 
arrested by the police, under the Jdefence of India Buies, while addressing a public 
meeting on the Oth April last. He was released on bail. 

Sj. Prafulla Chander Tripathi, a ]>romincnt Congress worker of the District 
has been sentenced to 6 months’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Bs. HKX) in 
default to undergo imprisoment for a further term of 3 months under the Defence 
of India Ordinance. 

Sabita Shekhar Bai Choudhury, an ex-detenu and Narendra Nath Biswas both 
prominent Krisak workers of district Berhampore were arrested and remanded to 



--MAY '40 J ATIKESTS AND CONVICTIONS 251 

jail cufilody. The cause of llie arresls is not known. 

llie i»iemi6es of tliiee local ])iintin^ jnesses were searched by tlie police in 
connection, it is nndcistood, with the ))rintin^ of leaflets lor the Furidpur District 
Con{i,iC88 Woikcrs’ ('oiil(Mence held here on Maich last. 

Sj. Aniikul t’hatteijee has been aiiesied under Section bb of tie Defence Kules 
for addrchsinj^ tlie Faridpur Itistrict Congress VVoikeis’ Coiifeience held here on 
March '3.0. 

IMrs. Banalata Sen, a third-year student of a Calcutta women's college, and 
Priyalal Cliakiaborty. a medical student, weie arrested in connection with distribu¬ 
tion of nnanthoiised leaflets. 'J he Dacca police seaiched the house of Mr. Kedar- 
nath Mitra, a Congress woiker. 

I’rafulla 4 1 ijiatiiy, a local Congress w'oiker was sentenced to six montlis’ 
rigorous iinpiisonment, and a fine of Us. KA), in default, three months’ rigorous 
iinpriHonment more under Defence of India Act. 

Amal Bose, a prominent Kishan woiker, has been arrested under the Defence 
of India <)idiuancc and Section IbH I. B. C. lie has heed released on bail. 

Madhab Dutt, Assistant Sccietary. Badar Bub-Divisional Kisan Samity was 
also anested under the Defence of India Ordinance on April 2. He has been reman¬ 
ded to custody. 

Ordeis were ])romulga(ed by beat of drums, said to have been issued by the 
Die'rict, IMagistrate, ju-oliibiting all meetings and prix-essions within the sub-Division 
of Ooalundo, without, the ]u-evious ])ermis^iion of the District jMagistrate, for a 
period of one month. Assemblage of five persons or more in public jilaces were 
also banned for the same ])eriod. 

Samarendra Nath Boy, a ]>rominent student worker and Bhu]\ati Dc and 
.Talpesh Cliandra Lahiii, two <'x-dctenues and ]n-ominent woikers, have been arrested 
under the Delence of India Act. 

Nanigopal Das (ilupla, ex-Andaman Brisoner of Dinajtnir lias been ordered to 
leave Chittagong District under the Delence of India Act, 

Air. 'Jaiapada (lupta, a former detiaui and a commissioner of the Berhampore 
Alunicipality, was ai rested uiu’.m' Detcnce of India Kules on his arrival at the 
station from (hdcutta. Air. (iu])ta has been kc])! under ]K)lice custody. 

’rhei'C were simultaneous searches of a large number of houses including those 
of Bj. Banatkumar Kaha. Assistant Becretary of the District C’ongiess Committee, 
Anantakumar Bhattachaijee. organiser of the Distiict Volunteer Corps, Ashutosh 
Bauyal. a local I'ongicss woikt'r, Nanigojial Bhatlacharya and Bantosli Cumar 
Bhattchavyya of the Btudents’ (Organisation, Babitasekliar liai Choudhury and 
d'ara})ada (Uipta of the Kiishak Bamity. Borne pajiciB are iei>orted to have been 
seized fiom some of the places searched. 

Jthiicndra Dhar Cuba Alajumder and Jaladhar Pal of Bheijiur town were 
sentern ed to six months’ imiirisonincnt under Defence of India (Ordinance. 

Sj. Bantimoy Dutt, an exdelenu and a member of the local Bar is convicted 
under Beet ion 20 (d), (e), (1), of the India Defence Act, to G months’ K. I. and a 
tine of Us. llH), in default 3 months’ B. ]. more by the local B. D. O. 

Dhiiendradhar CBiha Alazumdar alias Tepa and Jaladhar Paul who were 
prosecuted under 3b (.0) and bG (1) of the Defence of India Kules were sentenced to 
undergo six months’ rigorous imprisonment on each count, sentences to run 
concurrently. 

A Ijabour leader of Tittaghur, was sentenced to seven months’ rigorous 
imprisonment on a charge of contravening the order of the District Magistrate 
under the Defence of India Kules, directing him not to remain within the district 
of 24 I’arganas without wiitten permission and to leave the district wdthin 24 hours 
of the service of the order. 

Debeii Ben, President of the Calcutta Electric workers Union was sentenced to 
one years’ imprisonment under the Defence of India Act by the B. D. (). tlowrah. 
Two other woikers of the same Union were sentenced to 9 months’ imprisonment, 

Bisweshwar Chakiabarty, a student of Fatehabad village, was arrested at 
Chowdhuryhat station under the Defence of India Kules, 

Notice under the Defence of India Kules was issued on Davaram Beri, 
a labour leader, to quit within 24 hours the jurisdiction of Calcutta, 24 
Pnrganas, llowrah, Hooghly and Asansol Bub-division of the district of Hooghly. 

Mr, Dayaram Beri, a labour worker, has been served with an order under the 
Defence of India Act to leave Calcutta and ils suburbs within twenty-eight hours 
and not to remain within the districts of Howrah, Hooghly, 24 Pargauas and the 
sub-division of Asansol. 
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Sroejnt Santimoy Diitt, an ex-detenu and a member of the local bar was 
convicted by the S. D. O. of Eeni, under Section 20 of the India Defence Act for 0 
montliK’ K. I. and a fine of Kb. 2U0, in default .‘t monibB more. 

Mr. Kiranjan t^eii, ex-politiea1 prisoner and Bnl)-K<btor of the “Jnpafitnr,” 
a Benpali daily, has been served with order under the Defence of India Act to 
leave Calcutta within 48 bouiB. 

Mr. Balailal Das Mahapatra of the Benpal Lai)onr Association and Mr. 
Balai Chandra Bose of the Belaphata Chaikal Ma/.door Union have been 
served with orders under the l)elence of India Ixiiles not to remain, after 48 
hours of Bcrvinp of the notice, in any place within the limits of Calcutta 
and its suburbs, the districts of 24 I'arpanas, Dovvrah, JJoophly and Asansol 
fSub-Division. 

Mr. S. A. Sobhan, 8. D. O., 8adar convicted Ibibn Annkul Chandra 
Chatterjee, Mnkhtear. Madaripnr, under Knlc 80 (((>) (possession of piejiidicial 
reports) of Defence of Imlia Kules and sentenced him to suHer liporous 
impiisonment for two years. 

A search beinp made in Y. M. A. on January 2.") last, a clul) lioiise of 
Madaripnr, four ])osters containinp. nccoidinp to the pi os('cn tion, ‘p^ 
slopans W(’rc Sf'izcd and Annkul Chandia’s denial of any kno\\ledpeof those 

1 )0stei9 as he leaided not in that house but in bis ])ateinal bouse >\itb bis 

>1 other about 2 or 3 minutes walk from the Y. M. A. house was overruled by 
the 8. D. (). 

A viporous Bcarch was made, 8jts. Broja Baklial Bannerjee, 81iyamapada 
Ohakravarly and Niiyaranian De have been arrested under the India Detence 
Act lor alleped leceivmp objectionable posleis in their custody. 

All copies of the Icallct ‘Dal Nishan’ (leil llap) published liy the Bengal 

Brovincial biancli of the Communist ]>aily in India, have been ]>rosciibed 

by the Government of Benpal undm- the Delence ol India Kules. 

8eveial places, includinp the otlice ol the Kisan Kabha and the residence 
of one of its leaders, were iaided by the special biaiudi police this moininp. 

dhe ]iolice aie rejiorted to have seized se\eial coi>i('s of the ‘National Uiont’ 
and tiie ]>amphlet entitled ‘Unmask Kaitiis and I'olitii-s’ both piintcd in Bombay, 
as also copies of resolutions ado))ted at the last session of the A. 1. Kisan 
Confeiencc at Dalasa. Krof. Hireiulia Nath Mukherji, a ])iomine,nt kisan leader, 
was taken to the headquartei s of tlie s|>crial biaiieh lor examination in 

connection with some papers found in his jiossession. 

IMessrs. Jalpesh Dahiri and Bhnpati Dey, former detenus and two other 
Bcnpali youths, 8amarcndia Nath Bay and Babindia Majumdar, are beinp 
])ro8eciitcd under the D. 1. A. and the I’less (Dmerpency i'oweis) Act. U'Jiey 

were arrested in connection with seizin e ol some prosciibed books and 

manuacripls. 

Mr. Japatchandra Ghosh was served with a notice under the D. I. A. 

on April 2(j, dircctinp him to quit the city of Calcutta and its suburbs witliin 

24 hours. He was arrested for not havinp complied with the terms of the order. 

10 woikers who were arrested on Apiil 23 under the Defence of India 

Act (on suspicion that they were poiiip to oipanise a strike of the workers of 
the Coiqioration) have since been externed from the Brovince under the 
Defence of India Act. 

The Chief Bresideney Mapistrale has issued summons-es today against the 

editors and iirinters of the ‘Anand Bazar Batnka’ and the ‘Basnmati’, two local 
dailies under the Defence of India Act for jjublishinp two articles ‘Odds and 
ends’ and the Leftists’ respectively. 

Mr. bnkheridu Dastidar, a member of the Benpal Provincial Conpress 
Committee and Assistant Becretary of the District Krishak Bamiti and li 
others have been arrested under the D. I. A. it is alleped, for holding May 
Day celebration in village Jaitapura without the previous sanction of the 
District Magistrate. The arrested nersons have been brought to Chittagong and 
remanded to custody. The arrestecl persons are Messrs. Nalindra Mohan Ben 

Gupta, pleader and Becretary of the District Congress Bocialist Party, Jnanendra 
Chakraborty, Secretary of the District Krishak Bniiti, Kalipada Ganguly, 
Becretary of the Students Federation, Gopal Basak, an ex-eonvict in the Meerut 
Conspiracy Case, Susil Barkar, Batish Chandra Bakiashi, Piasanta Ben, 
Bangeswar Roy and Benoy Bose, the last four being ex-Andaman prisoners. 

8j. Nirmal Pathak, a prominent Congress worker was arrested under 
Section 38 of the Defence of India Rules. 
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On a cbarpie of violating an order under the Defence of India Rides, 
Dayaram Beri, a lalxnii- leader was sentenced 1o one month’s rij^orous 
impiisonment. Tlie order which was served on tiie accused on Ainil 2(J asked 
him to quit Calcutta and the industrial aieas of Jt TariAanas, iioo^’hly, Burdw’an 
and Asansol, 

Satihhuaan Sen, m.sc., ex detenu, has been home-interned at his Chittagong 
residence. 

Forty-seven iiKunhers of the Calcutta Electric Supj'ly Corpo/ation Workers’ 
Union and d i)ioniinent memheis of the Ihuijial I.abour Association were 
arrested hy the Special Branch of the Calcutta I’olice fidloaed Iry simultaneous 
searches made in didcrent paits of the city and its sulmihs. d'he seaiches and 
arrests are l)eli(',ved to have been under the D. I. B. 

Sjs. Burnachandia J'al, Vn-e Biesidcnt, Nadia 1). C (^. and Secretary, 
Kushtia 'I'extile W'oikcis Union and l)hiiendia Fas Cupia, ^^cclel^lly Kusbtia 
Subdivisional C. C. wtuo exlerncrl fjom the Kiisloia ]\1 unicipaliiy loxl Kushtia 
subdivision respectively under the I). 1. R. and they weiu asked to leave tliosc 
places within 21 hours and not to enter them foi oiur month. 

Mr. Beno>kumar t^aha, ex-detenu and a ]>iominent Congiess woiker of the 
Goalundo sidalivision was aiiestcd on A|>nl LM. 

Mr. Apuibakrshna (loswami Fecretaiy, Rubdi\isional iMUYvaid Bloc, 
Ki horeganj and Mr. t-^ukumar Dutia weic arrested under the Defence of India 
Rules. 

Sjs. Hacliindralal Singh. Vice-rresident, Trijuira Raj\a Cana Darishad, 
Rabindra Mitia, Madhu Mitia, Bimal Roy Nani Cliakiavariy, Jyolish 
Bhattaeharjce, Fatya Chakiavai ty, Balai Saha, Jogendra Saiia. Hii'abd Vaha. 
Maiiindia heal, ^^udhir Cliandia Bhowmick and All. ^amsruidi all membeis of 
the Gana Barishad were ariesied by the i>oliee under the D. J. R. at Akhaura 
and released on a bail of ]is. .hot) each. 

Air. Aladnusudan Bhattacharya of Raizdia under the juiisdietion of the 
fsirajikhan d'hana in Vikiampur was brought today to J bicca wheie an Older 
requiiing him to a])pear at the Siiajdikhan Thana daily amt restricting his 
movements within home boundaiies was served ujain him. 

Mr. IJmeshlal Siniia, an ex-detenu and Jbesident of the Tiipura Rajya 
Gana I’arishad was siMitetieed to 1 month’s F. 1. lor alleged defiance of an 
Older under See. 114 Cr. R. C. prohibiting jiublic meetings, ]uocessions etc. 
in September last, 

Mr, Kabindra Alohan Gosvvami, an ox-delenu lias been sentenced to 1 
year’s R. 1. under the D. 1. A. 

dAvo important Congress woikers. Air. Birendianath Chose and Air. 

Aladhusiidan Bbattaeharyjt'e of Alunshigani were arrested undei D. T. A. 

'I'he Otlieer of the sjtecial ])olice C. I. D. raided about 10 places in the 
city and arrested the following ])erson8 under the Defence of Imlia Rules : 
S]s. vSalyaranjan Buxi, Genl. yecrelary, Bengal Branch of Forward Bloc *; 
P>hu))endranath Rakshit, Ex-State luisoner, llemchandia Ghosh, ex-detenu’ 
Alanindra Kuniar Roy, Alanager, Forward Bloc, I’aiimal Roy. Alonoranjan 
Sen Gupta, Kshiti 1‘rosanna Sen Gupta, Bhupati Alandal, Bimal Nandy 
Niranjit Roy and Dr. Bhupal Bose, ex-Andaman luisoner. ’ 

Air. Bhabeshchandra Nandy, Pleader and Organiser of the District Forward 
Bloe, Mr. Nikunja Sen General Secretary, Air. Amalchaiidia Nandi and Mr. 

Kshitindra Ray, all ex-detenues and members of the Forward Bloc w’as arrested oii 
A})ril 12 undi'r See. 129 of the Defence of India Act. 

Air, Anil Chandra Banerji, Headmaster of Dhenkhali High English School 
was sentenced to 2 years’ R. I. under Section 39(6) of the Defence of India Rules. 

Kalipada Baneiji of Bajrajogini of Vikiampur was arrested on Aiuil 15 at 
Dacca Central jail. 

Aid. Alnsakhan of Bengal Labour Association. Calcutta has been served with a 
notice by the Subdivisional Alagistrate, Barraeki'oro under the Dctcnce of India Act 
directing him to desist from activities calculated to incite labouring classes of the 
subdivision Jiarrackpore. 

Mr. Birendianath Ghosh of Dacca and Mr. Madhiisudan Bhattacharjee were 
arrested on April 14 under 1). I. U. 

Ten women have been arrested at Jealgora Colliery on charges of rioting and 
disobedieiK'e of order under Section 144 Cr. P. C. 

'J'he Police Commissioner, Calcutta has issued a notification under the Defence 
of India Rules directing that no person shall within the period from April 21 to 
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October 20 next convene, orj^nnise, hold or take part in any iniblic proccRsion, 
meetinji'or assembly without tiiree days’ ])revious notice intimatinp; the names of 
the speakers, snl)]ect for (liscussion, names ot eonveiieis and oij^anisers and the 
nuiiibcr of volnnleeis to l)o employed. 

Mr. Sinendra Nath Samaddar of Harisal, a teaelier of the Aparna Charan 
Girls lli^h School has been direeted to leave (duttacona, forthwith by the District 
Magistrate. The order was issued under the Defence of India Rub's. 

Prof. Gopal Haidar a piominent nnunber ol tlie I'orwaid IMoc and a former 
detenu lias been arrested along with two ot the organisers of the students conven¬ 
tion, Messrs, Anil Sankar Majiimdar and 1‘rotap Chandra Chakravarly. 

Dr. Ranen Sen, a Labour leader was seined with a notice under the Defence 
of the India Act asking him to quit Calcutta and the industrial areas of JJooghly 
and Asansol within <18 boms. 

'I'he District Macistati' of Howrah has served orders under the D. I. 11. on 
Sj Samendra Muklieiiee, Cdiairman and Dr. Keshab Saikar, Ceneral Secretary of 
the Reception Coininiilee, Sj. Kalipa«Ia .Mukbeiji, Secietaiy, E. R. R. Workers’ 
Union and Sj. Arun Chatteijee, membi-r ot Piesidiiim, llowrili Distiict Kisan Con¬ 
ference prohibiting them fiom eonvi'iiing, holding, organising or taking i)art in any 
meeting or piocession lioni 27th April to 2 May. 

Mr, Sisir Tvoy, Secietary of the A. 1. C. C. Orgaidsing Committee of the 
Labour Parly of Tndi.i, wdio was recently externed from Pihar, has been served with 
an order issued by the Government of Reiical externing him from (hdcutta, the 
district of 24 Parganas, Howrah and Hoogly and the sub-division of Asansol in 
Purdvvan Distiict. 

Sj. J’romode Sen, a member of the Orennising (lommil tec for the Tjaboiir 
Party of India was served with an order nmh'r tlie l>eienee oi India A( 1 to h'ave 
Calcutta wdthin 48 hours and not to enter into the snbnrhs of Howrah. Py another 
B}»ecial order of the Calcutta Police (Vnnmissioncr Sj. I’roinode Sen has been asked 
not to leave his residi'iiee within 48 hours. 

Mr. Dayaiarn Peri has been served with an order under the Defence of India 
Act to leave Calcutta and its snhinhs within 28 hours and not to remain within 
the districts of Howrah, llooghly, 24 Parganas and sub-division of Asansol. 

In the United Provinces 

Syed Sajjad Zalieer was arrested under order ot the Government of India under 
the Defence of India (Irdinanec. 

Mr Mani Ram Kanehan, Secretary of the Lalitpiir C’ongress Committee was 
senteneed to one gear’s simj)le im])risonm('nt. 

Pramod Lahiri, Secietary of the Ma/.dur Sabha, Penares, has been arrested 
under the Defence of India Rules. The Police have sei/.ed about d,UC)0 notices from 
the local printing piess. 

Mr. Harish Chandra Pajpai, Congress M. L. A. was arrested under Section !44 
of Defence of India Act, in connection with a speech he recently delivered at a 
village in the Unao district. 

Mr. Ramgati Ganguly, Secretary of the Penares Forwad Ploc, who was arrested 
for spreading si'dition, has been released on bail. 

Three youths were arrested under (he Einergeney Press Act and the Defence 
of India Rules. A number of places including the ofliee.s of Jhansi District Con¬ 
gress, "i'own Congress and a local weekly jiaper were searched. I’oliee took away 
some literature including enrolment forms of Satyagrahis and Provincial Congress 
Circular explaining conditions essential for a Satyagrahi. 

Sj. Bhnpendra Nath Sanyal, a member of the A. I. C. C. was arrested under 
the Defence of India Act for a speech he delivered at Sultanpur. 

Arjun Singh has been arrested for defying an order which prohibited him from 
making speeches. 

Shri Phaian Lai was sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprisonment and a 
fine of Rs. 30 under Section 18 of the ITcss Emergency Rower Act. 

The police made searches at a number of places in Penares. They carried 
some ])aper8 from the oflicc of the Forward Bloc and also about 2>,000 leaflets from 
the jageshwar Press office containing notice of the ‘Mahangi’ Conference. The 
local C. 1. D. also raided the Mnzdiir Sabha office for similar ])apers. They arrested 
Messrs. Ramgati Ganguli and Pramod Lahiri, secretaries of the Forward Ploc and 
Mazdoor Sabha respectively. The former was arrested under Section 108, Or. P. C. 
(disseminating seditious matter) and the latter under the Defence of India 
Ordinance. 
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Mr. Narbada Prasad Awasthi of Unao and Mr. Ram Adhar Misra of Kanchan- 
pur have been arrested, under the defence of India Act. 

Twenty-one persons, who were arrested in Allahabad since Af)nl 7 in connec¬ 
tion with the local Forward Bloc ‘civil disobedience’ for attemotiiiir (o hoist the 
Congress thi}^ over the Kotwali or District .lad or Hij^h (H)iirt hiiildiii^s, were 
convicted to-day on a charge of criminal trespass, some also for bein'; members of 
an unlawful assembly and sentenced to three months’ riuorous imiuisonment each. 

Mr, A. r. Jain, ex-Parliainentary tSccictary, Thaknr I’iiool Sin*;!! M. L. a. and 
Mr. A. K. Mukherji, (general Secretary of the Council of Action, were arrested in 
Saharan))!!!' in connection with the cigarette factoiy case. 

Mr. Ramshahai Sharma, 'rrcasuier of the 1 >istiict Ooiprrcss Committee, was 
arrested at Jhansi under the ))rovisions of the Defence of Imlia Ordinance in con- 
imc'tion with a H]ieecli alleged to be an anti-war S|)eech. 

Messrs. Oiiandra iSlu'khar and Oa!);ja Prasad of Cawnporc wove arrested at 
Apra on A|)iil ‘J under Defence of India Act. 

Mr. Al^urai, M. i.. A., Presidimt of the D. C. C. Azam^arh was ariested on 
his return trom Lidiore. It is undc!stood that the arrest has been made in con¬ 
nexion with the Sahajanada Day cclcbiation. 

Two house scaichcs wcie made in Allahabad by the city police for recoverin<; 
allcficd communist liieiature. The houses searched were those of Mr. D. P. I’ande 
and Mr. 1’. K. Malaviya. 

On a charge of d'lstiibutin^ red leadcts, two persons were arrested in Muthieanj 
INToludla, AliHhal)ad. 

t^aidar (ianca Sinph of Ahraura. a member of the D. C. (’., was arrested in 
Aluaiiia undci' D. I. A. in connection witii a siieci h he d(‘li^'clC(l on Jallianwala 
Bat;h Day on Apiil hh 

d'hc jiolicc H('ai<hcd tlie ollice of the Benares Forwaid Bloc and the Benares 
f^tudent’s Association and the house ol i\li. Bliishma Ar\a, who was chairman 
ot the Rc'-ciCion t'onnnitte ol tlic Dcaincss Allowance ronhoence lield here recently. 

d'he housi' of Mi'. Sachiiulia Aath Sainal, (ex-Kakoiy case luisoi er) was 
searched and the |)olicc took away some books, {tinned ariiclcs and maniiscriiits. 
J)!!'. h^aiiyal was taken to I'olice station and was released on iiirnishin<; two securi¬ 
ties ol Rs. .aOO each and oin* peisonal bond of Rs. bUU to i>ieseiit himself when 
called hy the Ala^istiate and jioliee. 

I'^wami Swai u|)anand Saraswati, a {iroininent woiker of the ITardoi distriid 
was anested under t^ection 1'iS t'r. R. D. on the alleged scdiiioits nature of a mim- 
hcr of S|K'eeh(’s which he is said to have deliveied at vuiious {daces in tlie distiiet. 

Mr, l“^ahal)ali, a {)ioininent eoniii'essman of t^afiinir Talisil, disliict Unao was 
anested on A|)ril R) under D. 1. JR 

In eonneetion with the anti-reeruitnient {)ro{)ae'anda 1 {lersons namely, Mr. 
Jlarnai'. 'liwari, iMr. Rrabhnnath Sni^h, Mr. Jamnna Piasad Ramie, and Mr. t^itaram 
Ai'ir have lieeii arrested in Ballia. Besides ttio ariests of Mi. Sahah Ali at Sati{)ur 
on A{)ril ID and Rt. Balkrishiia tSharma, Piesident, Distiiet Kisun San^h and Id-. 
Ra.L;hnbar Dayah Rrt'sident D. C. 0. on A{nil A), Mr Kiishiin Saliai tSiivastava, 
Se rele^y D. C. U. at liis lesidenee at Unao and Mr. Damodar J)as A{;arwnil Vakil* 
Joint Seeretaiy. D. C. C. at his village Banpei man on A|)ril LT wme anested. 

Rajeiidradutta Ai^am, a member of the U J’. ]’. (’. U. was convicted and 
senteneed to 18 months’ JR I. under Rule .’18 (.■)) by the D. I. A. 

JMr. Ivcdarnalh Arya and Bliiipendra Natli Sanyal, memheis of the A. I. C. C., 
Dr. .Talli, member of the P. C. C., Monlvi Sami and Mnhomed Nazim, membeis of 
the Ih C. (h have been arrested in eonneetion with the JRpiarlier Jxisan Conferenec. 

Mr. I^albahadur Bin^li of Forward Bloe was ariested. His house had also 
been searelied. 

The Lucknow C. I. D. Police raided the house of IMr. Siireiulra Bali{)uri and 
recovered LbCM co))ies of a proscribed book entitled ‘Kraut Ivari’ written by 
Maiimatba Nath (kipta. 

Pt. Sliabliadra Nath who was arrested under the D. I. A. was sentenced 
to six months’ JR I. 

A party of police raided the Kashi Vidya{)ith and searched its library 
and the rooms occu{)ied by some of the Students. 

Mr. Nandkumar Dev Vashisth. olJicer of the U. P. Congress Siiba Adalat 
was arrested under the 1). 1. A. while addressing; a towm area election meeting. 

Mr. Rarnshai Sharma. treasurer, D. C. 0., Jhansi was arrested and sentenced 
to 0 mouths’ R. I. under the D. I. A. for delivering an anti-war speech by the B. 
D. M., Lalitpur, 
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In Madras 

Mr. A. S. K. Iyenj>ar, Congress Socisili.st n?id la])Oiir leador was arrested on 
12th March evening under tlie Defence of India Rules at tlio Congress Socialist 
Party Ollice. 

Mr. Ganapati Satyanarayana, former Secretary of the West Godavari D. C. C. 
and Sc(*retaiy of the District Socialist Party, was served with oidcrs under the 
Defence of India Rules to quit Ellore and keep himself within limits of the 
I’erapadu village. 

The Special branch of police arrested Kamalara Rao, Ganesan. Mallikarjuna 
Sarma, Tirumal Rao, Ivrishnamurti Kannia)>an, Sadasivan and Venkatesan for 
ofTences undm- Section !19 of the Defence of India Act and 18 (1) of tlie Press Act. 

Mr. Ganapati Salyanarana. Secretary West flodavaii 1). C. C. Socialist Parly 
and I’resident of Ellore Jute Woiki'is Union who was served with an older 
yesterday under the Detence of India Ivules directing him to leave Ellore within 
24 hours and to stay in his village till the onler was cancelled, has, it is learnt 
left for his village. 

Mr. Annapurniah was arrested under Section 2G (2) of the Defence of 
India Rules. 

Two socialists Messrs. Vein Goiindan and Ramakrishnan were arrested 
under the D. 1. R. 

4'he Government have ordeied the internment of the following Congress 
socialists of Guntur distiict at their respective villages : Messis. A K’am(’s^^ara 
Rao, J, Ramalineayya, K. L. Niasimha Rao V Sivahn;_’a])i asad and P. V. Si\ ayya. 
4'lio last nanu'd, it. is stated, has been oidercd to iej)ort liimself daily at the ncaicbt 
police station. ]\Ir. A. Kameswara Rao would be ]iaid Rs. la per month, while 
the rest Rs. 10 each. All ot them have obeyed the oiders and left for their 
res|)e< five villages. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga, M. L. A. (Cent.), Vi'e-PiTsid<'nt of the All-Indin Kisan 
8abha, has been si'rved with an order by the Madras Goveinnv'iit to quit Madras 
within 21 hours and diiccting him to le^idc in his village in Xidnbiole and abstain 
from making any ])ublic s})eech until this order was cancelled. Pi of. Ranga has 
been further diiected to report about his aetivities to the District ('olha-tor. 

Professor Ranga was sentenced to rigorous impiisonmeut for one },ear and to 
]iay a fine ot Rs. OOU, in (h'faiilt to sufler ligoious impi isonmi'iit for six months. 

The Di\isional jMagistrate ot C^ocanada convicted M. S. Radhakrishna A>yar, 
a Socialist of Tiiehur (!\lalabar) under the I elence of India A(‘t in coniiecinni 
W’ith a speech said to have been delivcicd by him in February last at Rajalimnndi y. 
and sentenced him to sinqih' imi.risonment for one year, lie was further diiected 
not to ])aiticii*ate in any juiblie meeting for tv^o years after the expiry of the 
sentence. 

I\Ir. P. V. fSivayya, SeiuTtary of the Guntur District (Congress Socialist ParG'- 
who is in charges of the Volunteer 9'raining camp at Allur, has lieen seiaed with 
an order under the Defi'uce of India Rules rcstiicting his moNements to Vinukonda, 
Guntur Distiict, and directing him to report to tlie ])olice daily. 

]\Tr. Rajakannu and Mr. Vedipandithan, Socialist Icadciri ha\c been arrested 
under the Dclence of India Act and nuuandeil in custody. 

]\lr. A. Kanu'swaia Rao of ‘Vidyavan’ has been served with a notice under 
Rule 2G, l)efence of India Act diiccting liim to stay at Nadella until further orders. 

The special branch ]>olice arrested Messis. Kamalakara Rao, Ganeshan 
Wallikarjuna Garma, Tirumal R.ao. Kiishnamurthi. Kanniai>pan, Sadasivan and 
Venkatesan for offences under Sections 28, of the Defence of India Act and 
18 (1) of the Indian Press (Emergency Powders) Act. 

Mr. A. V. Ayyavu, a member of the Madras Town Congress Committee was 
arrested under the Defence of India Act, in conneetion with a speech delivered at 
ISIadura on April 15. 

A notice under the Defence of India Rules was served on Mr. Petai 
Venkatrathaname, Secretary of the District Congress Committee and the District 
Ryot’s Association of West Godavari and President of the Ellore Jute Labour 
Union, calling on him to leave Ellore within 24 hours and reside at Motur in the 
Kistna District. 

Mr. K. L. Narashimha Rao, Organising Secretary, M. S. M. Railw'ay Labour 
Union and Editor, ‘Karmika P>ulletin’, was served with an internment order by 
the Madras Government directing him not to leave the limits of Karlapalem, 
Guntur District. 
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An intcrnmont order under Rule 26 of the Defence of India Act issued by 
the Governineiit of Madras was served on Mr, Durbha Vankata Krishnamurthi, 
prominent socialist leader of Guntur askinf: him to reside at Balamarru village till 
the order is rescinded. ]Je has been granted a monthly allowance of Rs. 10 during 
internment. 

Mr. IC. Rajagopalan, Congress sociatist leader was arrested ui der the Defence 
of India Act while addressing a meeting at Sayalgudi. lie has been remanded 
to custody. 

Mr. T. N. Balasubramania Iyer, Congress socialist leader of Vellore was 
sentenced to 18 months’ rigorous imprisonment under Section 38 (1) and 5 of the 
Defence of India Rules, He had been charged in connection with a speech delivered 
by him on March 14 last. 

Mr. K. Sriramarniirthi, a member of the Forward Bloc was arrested under 
the Defence Act and has been taken to Ongole. 

IMr. K. Chinnayya, Secretary of the 4'aliik Congress Committee, Kovur, was 
served with an order under the Delem^c of India Act not to deliver any object¬ 
ionable speeches. 

Mr. G. C. Kondayya, a Socialist worker was sentenced to one year’s simple 
impiisonment under the ik'fence of India Act in connection with a Bi)eech delivered 
by him on .Tanuary 1^1 at Atmakur. 

Mr. K. Satyauaiayana, M. A., a Congress socialist of Tuni, was arrested under 
the Defence of Didia Kules and produced before the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
Teddapur. He was released on bail. 


In Bihar 

An order of the Biliar Government under the Defence of India A(“,t was served 
on Mr. Mukunda Lai ^arcar. Vice-rresident of the All-India 'rradc Union Congress 
j)rohil)itiug him fiorn enteiing into any place within the Chota Nagpur Division 
in the rrovince of Bihar. 

Sj. Niliarendu Dult Majnmdar. Organising Secretary of the I.abour Party of 
India was served with an order of tiic Bihar Government under Sub-rule (8) of 
Ride 86 of tlie Defence of India Rules, read with tUause (c) of Sub-rule (J) of that 
rule purporting to extern him irom the Chota Nagpur Division of the Province of 
Bihar. 

Sj. Chandrama Singh, cx-political prisoner and a labour woiker at Jharia 
was served with an extern men t order on the night of Ajiril 5, prohibiting his entry 
into Chota Nagpur division. 

JMr. Jai Prakash Narain. General Secretary, All-India Congress Socialist I’arty, 
was sentenced to nine months’ rigorous imjuisonmeut. He was luosecuted under 
the Defence of India Rules on a charge of delivering an anti-war speech at 
Jamsliedpiir on h'eluuary 18. 

jMr. Suniti jMukeiji, a prominent Socialist of I\Ton^hyr, has been put under 
anost there under the Defence of India Act. Sj. Anil Mitra, a ]>romiueiit Socialist, 
who was being tried under the Defence of India Rules has been sentenced to 
eighteen months’ rigorous imprisonment. He was also sentenced to four months’ 
rigorou.i imprisonimait a few days ago for violating the i’ulice Act by bringing 
out a procession cm January 80 last at Mongliyr. 

Orders Jiavp lieen served by the (Jovernment of Bihar under the Defence of 
India Rules jirohibiting Mr. Satya Chakraharty, a member of the organising 
committee of the Laiioiir Rarty of Imlia, Mr. Abdur Rahman Khan, President of 
the Bengal Labour Party, Mr. Sisir Roy, Secretary of the Labour Rarty of India 
and Mr. Harnam Singh Mallii, Presideut of the Jamshedpur Town Forw’ard Bloc 
to quit the ]U’Ovince forthwith. 

Pirzada Syed Shah Sulaiman, Sixth ‘dictator’ of the All-India Majlis-Ahrar, 
was sentenced to one year’s simple imprisonment by the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
Bihar Shareef, on a charge of having delivered a speech contravening the Defence 
of India Rules. 

Biswarialh Prasad Matbnr, ex-eonviet in the Gaya Conspiracy case has been 
arrested under the Itefence of India Act. 

Sardar Ram Singh Akali, vice-])resident of the Bihar Forward Bloc, has been 
sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment by the city magistrate of Patna. 

Mr. Ajit Kumar Slitra, a former Amlamans inisoncr, was served with an 
externment order under the Defence of India Rules by the Government of Bihar, 
requiring him to quit the province within four hours and stay outside it until 
further orders. 

33 
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Mahatma Dhanraj pLiri, president of the Cliamparaii District Kisan Pabha, 
was arrested on A[)iil 20, by the Jk‘Uiah Police under the Defence of India lliilos. 

Basawan Sin^b, assistant secretary of the Puhar Socialist Parly, has been 
Bentenced to IS months’ rie^oroiis imiuisonment for ha\in^ delivered, it, is allef^ed, 
speeches at Japla relating to the war which contravened the Defence of India 
Kulcs, states a messai;e from Daltonian]. 

Mr. Umasliankar Shnkla, a member of the 'Working; Committee of the 
Cham])aran District Kisan Haliha, has been arrested at Bagaha under the Defence 
of India Pules. 

The Government of Bihar have ])roscribed under the Dcb-uce of India Rules 
the book in Hindi entitled “Deandatmak Bhantikbad” written by iMr. lliralal Palit 
Darshan Shastri. 

An externment order under the Defence of India Act was served on Mr. 
Barat Chandra Patnaik, a prominent labour leatler, asking him to leave P>ihar 
within 24 hours. 

Saidar Ram Bingh Akali, President of the Forward P>loc, Patna City, was 
arrested under tlie Delcmce of India Act for alleged anti-war speeches. 

I’andit Ramanandan jMisir was arrested on April 18 under the Defence of 
India Act at Laheiiasaiai, uIkmc lie was lying ill. 

Bj. I’ralulhi Chandra Achaijee who wnis arrested sometime bac‘k in connection 
with the labour uniest in the collieries has been serve<l with an orchn directing 
him not to be in any jdacc within the piovince of Pdhar and leave the province 
in 21 hours. 

dhe Hindi pam])hlet ‘Europe ki larai kyon kis lie anr hamara kartavya’ 
written by Kishori Piasanna Binha, General Becreiary, Biliar Bocialist I’arty, has 
been ])rosciibed by the Bihar Government as it contains matter inejndicial to the 
Defence of India itnles. 

In Punjab 

]\lr. "Jdkaram Biikhau, General Becretary of the Punjab Provincial Congress 
Bocialist Part y and a member of the A. I. C. C., who ret unit'd liere after attending 
the Congress Bession at Ramgarh, was arresti'd under the l)(d(M>ce of India Act. 

The Becietaiy of the Congress Clommittee, liumpur {Gniranwahi) has been 
arrested under the Deience of India Grdinances for an alleged objectionable speech 
deliveied by liirn on IMarch 28. 

U. B. Bhagat^ .lagannath, Bessions Judge, upheld the conviction of I.. 
Kaiioorcband Jain, Geneial Becietary of the Jnllundnr C\)i)gie&8 (^unmittec but 
ledined tlie sentence liom six months to the period aiicatly nndereone. 'Phe 
ai>i(41ant was convicted by llie City INIaeistiate under Defence ol India Act for 
reading out of Congress High Command’s rcsoliiiion on war at a meeting held 
here caily in November last.. 

By(‘d Alaidla Bliab Biikbavi, an Abrar leader, who was discliarged by the 
LaboK! High Gonrt (Ai»iil 1)) is still in ]>olice custody us anollur case under the 
1). 1. A. is f^ending against him in Rawali'indi, 

Pandlia Bantram, a piomincnt CongK'ss worker of Lahore, 'ivns arresh'd under 
the Defence of India iViilcs on a ebarge of deli\ciing an objectionable speetdi in the 
distiict of Ilosliiarjnir. 

Bwami Jaiiam, Bocialist leader of Allnwali'ur under the D. I. A. lias been 
sentenced to nine months IJ I, l(»r deliveiing iJijeclionable speeclies at Beaspind 
and Dure in the .lidlniidiir talisil in January last. 

J’l. Amindiand, Picsidcnt ol tlie Forward Bloc, Multan was arrested under the 
D. J. A. Ill connection with a spce< li delivered by him on April Id. 

Bardar Hazaiasingli ol Waiymnangal. organising secretary of the District 
Kisan Committee has been arrested under the D. i. P. 

In Siiul 

Mr. Mohammad Nassim, editor of (be Rn/z/rGs/or? c Jadul an Urdu daily of 
Karachi has been arrested under the Defence of India Pules for having printed and 
published two pamphlets alh?ged to contain anti-war literature. 

Ulie city police carried out a three-lour houis’ search of a local press under the 
Defence of India Act for siispeeted Communist Utoraturo. 

In Assam 

The Governor of Assam by a notification published in the Assam Gazette has 
directed that no public procession, meeting or assembly shall lie held in the 
Lakhimimr Frontier Tract unless permission is obtained from the District Magistrate 
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Thn order shall remain in forec for a period of six months from the date of the 
iiotificniion. 

lVir('ndriii‘handra Misrn, Secretary of the Sylhet D. C. Ch, Ahalakant Gupta, 
.Tyolirmoy Mandi, Kaliiu’asaima J)aB, iMaliahuhiii rah, Syamadas Sen, lihiipati 
Ohakravarty, And Siiouie and Kcshahdas, inctuheis of tlie Coii^iens weie sentenced 
to })ay a lino of Its. lit) each or in defanll 7 days S. 1. by the Additional Dist. 

Magistrate of Sylhet for havin{j^ led unlicenseil inocessions in Sylhet. The accused 

preferred Roin^ to jail. 

In Bombay 

Mr. 11. V. Kamath, Organiser of Uouihay Forward Rloc and six others 
were arrested. 

Mr. S. Pan^e, the Roinbay T.ahoiir leader was arrested by the C. I. D. 

on the ‘dlhid inst. under the Indian I’ress (Krneipency) Act and was realeased 

on a bail of Its. .bUO 

Miss (uuiavaie Gokhale, a niemlier of the Servants of India Society 
and a inemlier of tlie Council of Action of the I>. P. diade Union Coii^iess 
was ariested on Sunday inorninji; under the Defence of India Rule and taken 
to J’oona. 

S('na])ali llapat, whose entry into Iloinbay w’as banned by the Coniniis- 
sioncr of Police last my,lit and who ’\^as sent out of Roinbay city limits 
bj tlic city ])olice last niyht, was aiiested this evcniny d) Aiuil) at Choutatlii 
when he attempted to addiess a meeiiny. 

Ill Delhi 

Maulana Tmdadc Sabii, Geneial Secretary, D. C. (h was arrested on 

Apiil L'b unchu' tlie J^ehuire of India Act. d'his was followed by a police 
raid on Ids house and seizure of certain literatiiic which was held to be 

objetdionable, 

Mr. Rhal Sinyh, (Rmeral Secretaiy, Delhi P. C. C. was arrested on 

April Jj? under the D. 1. P. 

Mr. Pamciuindi a, a loi al labour leader wms arresto<l under the same act. 

Choudhuiy SbeijuiiL', who was an accused in what is known as Abmadyarh 
Train Jbicoity Case, has been sei\ed with an older of the l^ocal Government 
under Defence of India Act diiectiny him to quit I>elhi limits within 114 
hours and not to return for a peiiod of one year without previous permission 
of the Local Government. 

In Karnatak 

Mr. S. V. Parulekar, member, Servants of India Society was sentenced by 
the Sub-Mayistrate to IS niontlis S. 1. under Section ITl (a) J. P. C. 

In N. W. F. P. 

IManlana Abdur Rahim }’oj)alazai, a socialist leader of the Frontier 

Province, was arrested in Bannii under the Pelence of India Rules. 

Maharashtra {Bomhat/ Ftwsiclcnri/) 

Mr. V. M. Rhushkutc of the Idnward Bloc, IMaharashtra Branch who 
was airested on A])iil 0 under the Defence of India Rules was convicted 
and sentenced (Ibtii A]>iii) hy the Itivisional Mayistrate of Boona to 1 year 
R. 1. and a line of Rs. 5UU or in defunlt to 0 months’ further imprisonment. 

In Utkal 

Mr. Jayannath Misra, Bresident, Gan jam D. C. 0. was arrested on April 
24 under the D. 1. A. 

Mr. Lakshiiiarain Mishra has been ariested under Rule 58 of the D. I. A. 

In Ajmere Merwara 

The Distiict Mayistrate ])romulyated Sei*. 114 banniny pulilic meetings 
which were to he licld in celehraiioii of the Jalliainvala Rayh Day. The order 
slated that inasmuch as the eelehiations at Jallianwala Bayh which 20 years 
ayo constituted a danyer to peace it was considered necessary to ban holding 
all public mcetinys which w’oidd be held in connection with the eclebrations of 
the said day. Another Beawar message says that nearly a dozen idaees including 
the otliees of the ])iesent town congress and the students federation were 
searched under the provisions of the Defence of India Ordinances. 
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Frora the Adarah Printing Preas and the Navajijoii, a nationalist Hindi 
Weekly, total securities of Rs. 3,0(X) were demanded on 11th October, 1938 
under the Indian Press Emergency Powers Act XXIII of 1931. 

Baba Narsingh Das, a prominent Congress woikcr was arrested in 1938 
on the basis of a speech and prosecuted under Sec. 108 Cr. P. C. and released 
on furnishing security for good behaviour for a year. 

Manlvi Abdul Shakoor, I’resident P. C. 0. was arrested on 19th Feb. 
1939 and prosecuted for a S}>eech under Secs. 108 and 112 Cr. P. C. and 
released on furnishing security for good behaviour for a year. 

Manlvi Shahid was also dealt with similarly. 

On April 12, 1939 the local Khadi Bhandar was searched by the police who 
took away some papers. 

Another security for Rs. l.oOO was demanded from the Navajyoti on 
13th May, 1939 under the 1. P. Emergency Bowers Act XXTll of Ih!)!. 

Tlie Dist. Magistrate ordered all licenses for arms within his jurisdiction 
to be deposited in his oHi(‘e by 31. 8. 39. 

On ])rotes(inir against unauthorised entry of the Police into a i)iivate 
meeting of the Railway Workers’ Union, the Oencral S(vretary Mr. Riyaz 
Alam, was arrested on September 1, 1939 ami i)rosecuted under Heclion 333 
I. P. C. 

On October 2, 1939 Shri Ramnarayan Chaudhuiy, a ])romincnt Congress 

worker and Editor of the. Navajyoti was prohil)ited by the District Ma;:istrate 
under Sec. 144 Cr. P. C. from delivering any si)eech for 2 months within the 
district. 

On October 24, 1939 the police authoiities aibitarily sto))i)ed the ])revioiisly 
permitted ‘Bharat Milap’ Procession in the Nayabazar 8quaio. In protest the 
Hindus observed complete hartal for 24 haurs. 

Pt. Ladoo Ram Joshi was S'^ntcnccd to 1 year’s R. I. on a charge of 

delivering a seditious speech under t^ec. 121 A, I. P. C. 

Securities of Rs. bOU were denuinded from the Vedic Press under the 

Indian Ihess Emergency Powers Act XXI11 of 1931. 

Warnings were given to the Navajyoti, the Vijaya and the Arya Martand 

papers more than once. 

The Fine Art Printing ITess and house of Shivhareji were searched and 
copies of the Life of 8wami Bhawani Dayal of South Africa were forfeited. 

Permission for holding a public meeting on the 2l)th January, 1910 in the 
Town Hall was refused by the Municipal Chairman under the orders of the District 


iviagiotiHi't-- 

12 Students were made to furnish securities of Rs. 500 each under Section 
112, Cr. P. C. for shouting slogans in the Independence Day celebrations. 

In Feb. 1910, the Provincial Congress Otlice and the house of Sliri Jwala 
Prasad, Mr. Mukerji, Baba Narsing Das were searched in connectimi with a levolvcr 
and catridges and Shris Devi Prasad, Rarneshwar and IShyam Biluiii Singh were 
arrested. The first two were released on bail and the third is in jail. The case 


18 proceeding. 

On 12th March, 1910, security of Rs. 500 Avas demanded from the Adarsh 
Printing Pres under the Indian Press Emergency PoAvers Act. 

Security of Rs. 300 was demanded from the Khadi Sandesh, a proposed 
Cbarkha Sangha periodical. 

In the first week of April 1940 the house of Baba Narsingh Das was searched. 

On A])ril 10, 1910, the District Magistrate ordeied the National Flag erected 
by the Khadi Exhibition to be removed within two hours. On the Committee’s 
failure to comply with the ukase, the Police handled down the Flag and the 
Flag-staff. 

On April 28, 1940 the Monthly Flag Salutation Ceremony Avas to take place 
in the compound of the Town Hall, where such celebrations and meetings w’ero 
held several times before without let or hindrance. But two hours before the time 
fixed for the hoisting, Sj. Durga ITasad Chaudliry, the Congress secretary was 
served with a notice by the Municipal Chairman prohibiting under orders of the 
District Magistrate the ceremony and meeting. 

On April 12, 1940 the otfices of the provincial and City Congresses and hoiiscB 
of Shris Durga Prasad Chaudhry, Secretary, City C'ongress Committee, Dr. Mukerji, 
Jwala ITasad, Abdul Shakoor, Krishna Gopal Garg and Bal Krishna Garg, Panclit 
Lekhraj and others were raided and Bearched by the police who took away the 
minute books and papers of the City Congress Committee. 
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On April 8, 1940 Baba Narsinftlidas was arrested under Sec. 39 of the Pcfcnce 
of India Act. 

Shris Krishan Oo])al and Balkrislian Oar^, Secretaries of the Ivhadi Exhibition 
are bcin^ prosecuted under See. 188, Cr. P. 

(4n April It), 1940 the Police searelu'd the ])lace of Syt. Banchor Das Gattani 
of the Jodlij)ur War Council in Ajmer and took away some papers. 


The General Secretary’s Report 

The following is the text of the report of the Genera I Secretary of the Indian 
National Congress from AJanh 19^P.) to February 1910 submitted to the All India 
Congress Committee sersdm at Jiamgarh. 

'■J'he Tripuri Session of the Congress met under special circumstances. The 
President-elect, Sri Suhhas Chandra Bose was ill ; there was no Working; (Committee 
in existence and IVlahatma (Jandhi was fasting in Kaikof. 4'lic contioversics before 
and after the I’residential election had considerably embittered the atmosjdiere and 
confused the public mind. 4'here was division in the ranks of Con^ii-essmen. 
Ttival {i,ronp8 threatened to undermine the cohesion and solidarity of the Con^Arcss, 
It was in tlie midst of these distiessiujj; circumstances that the delegates were called 
upon to arrive at vital decisions <f t^.rave imjiort to the country. Theie bein^ no 
Workinti; CVimmittee, no otln-ial resolution could be ]4ace(l before the siilijects 
committee for guidance. However, after the routine business was over, the l‘resi- 
dent received a reepdsition from over 140 members of the Committee requesting 
]>ermisBion to move the following resolution clarifying the sitiialion arising out of 
the I’residential election. 'I'his lesolution was sought to be moved in the A. 1. 0. C. 
l)ut the President overiuled it. He however allowed the resolution to be moved in 
the sidqects committee meeting. 

“In view of various misunderstandings that have arisen in the Congress and 
the country on account of the contioversics in coniu’ction with the Presidential 
election and after, it is desirable that the Congress should clarify the i)Osition and 
declare its general ])oUcy. 

“I'his Congress declares its firm adherence to the fundamental policies which 
have governed its programme in the past years under tlie guiflance of Mahatma 
Gandhi and is definitely of opinion that tliere should be no break in these policies 
and that they should continue to govern the Congress Programme in future. '1 his 
Committee ex])ressca its confidence in the work of the Woiking Committee which 
functioned during the last year and regrets that any aspersions should have been 
cast against any of its members. 

“In view of the critical situation that may develop during the coming year 
and in view’ of the fact that IMahatma Gandhi alone <-an lead the Congress and the 
country to victory during such ciisis, the Congress regards it as imperative that 
its executive should command his imi>licit confidence and requests the President to 
appoint the Working Committee in accordance with the wishes of Gandhiji.” 

dhe resolution naturally raised controversies. Its interpretations as evidenced 
by the speeches made ranged from one of afiirmalion of faith in Gandhiji's 
leadeiship and confidc'iice in the old Woiking Committee to no-confidence in the 
President. After a full dress debate the resolution was carried by a large majority 
in the subjects committee and later in the open session. t8ri Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the Presiiicnt-elect, could not ]>reside over some of the sittings of the subjects 
committee and at the open session owing to his continued illness. Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, the senior-most ex-President, therefore conducted the proceedings. 

The other lmi>ortant resolutions y^assed at the session were about : 

(a) the National Demand, (b) Congress Machinery, and (c) Foreign Policy. 

National Demand : 

The Congress objective of Tndeyiendence and India’s determination to resist the 
imposition of Federation were once again reiterated, 'i he resolution declared that 
an indeyiendent and democratic India alone could solve ray»idly and effectively the 
economic and other yuoblems which were ynessing so heavily on the masses.* The 
capacity of Ihovincial Governments to solve these yuoblems was limited and w’as 
iay)idly nearing exhaustion. The preposed Federation strangled and sufibcated India 
still further. The Congress was therefore firmly of the opinion that the India Act 
should be replaced by a Constitution framed by the Indian people themselves. To 
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this end the Confiress called iij'Oii all Con;i,res8 or^'aninjitioiis to p,et ready for a 
iiatijii-vvide sUu^|j,lc, I'lomulu luuiy ami chiniiiale disruptive forces. 

Cor.gress Machinery : 

The ra]>ul increase of membcis and ihc piowth of (he Congress organisalion in 
recent years, had lexaalcd iir(‘e,ulaulies ami abuse in the woikuig of the Congress 
iNlacliineiy. 'Hie organisalion had outiiiown (he constiliition. Some (changes were 
necessary if it was to woik smoothly and ('Hi(‘iently Ordinarily changes in the 
constitution are efiected in the open session, l>ut (lie sulijects committee or tlie All 
India Congress Ckimmiltee could not formulate ])roposals for c(mslitutional changes 
in the prevailing excitement at '’Jhipnii. A resolution w'as, theiefoie, passed by tlio 
open session aulhonsing tlie All India Congnxss ('ommittee l,o incorporate such 
changes in the constitution as would obviate abuse ami make for (he ctlicient work¬ 
ing of the organisation. \Vliatever i>]()pos;ds were adop((‘d by the A. I. C. C. 
would come into force as if sanctioned by (lie delegates assembled in open session. 

Foreign Policy ; 

The (u)ngress reconhul its en(ire disapju’oval of and dissociati'd itself from 
British foreign ]»olicv which was helping in the d(‘struction ol democratic countries 
and leducing tlie wxnld to a state of anarchy, where brutal violence llouiished 
uncheidvcd. 

.Uesolutions Avere also passed about happenin}.'S in Balostinc, the condition of 
Indians (^)verseas, Jndian Slates and India’s sYm]*athy with (diina. 

The Wafd I’aity of Iigyi>l sent a fraternal deh'gation to attend the Mhipiiri 
Congress in response t,o an invitation of the Ihesident and Pandit Jawaliarlal 
Nehin. A eoidial wudeome was extended to the delegation ami the visit was 
considered as symbolic of the solidaiity of the two countries in their struggle for 
freedom. 

Stalemate In The Congress ; 

The session was over hut the tronhle that began with the election of 
Sri Suhhas flose as luesident continued. ^J’he Jhesident was without a W’orking 
Committee. Tlie d’lijuiri l^cssion Ivatl adirnu'd its adlierence to tlu' fundanu'ntal 
polities ;uloptc(l by the C'oiigress under Ibc guidance of (iaiidliiji and liad 
requested the Piesident to aj)point the Woiking C(jmmittee in actandance with 
his wishes, dbe J’lesidimt owing to his (*011 tinned ill luailth could not 
peisonally meid, flandlnji, Jle theiefore started eorres}i()mlenee with liim. Ho 
set forth in detail his own view of the situation. He thought that Bandit 

Bant’s resolution was nnconslitutional, esjieeially tlic clause which related to 
the foimation ot the Woiking Committee in aceoidaiiee with (landhiji’s wishes. 
3'he rcBolution hmt, ilsi'lf to various inlerjuetations. h^onie ])e()ple lu'ld tJiat it 

was one of no-coiitidenco in him. Gandhiji was asked to give his interpretalion 
of the lesoliition. dhe Piesident gave Gandliiji the henefit of liis views about 
the formation ot tlu' W’oiking Coniiiiillee. He thought tlie silnalion demanded 
a eoinposile committee. Jle ■|>i()iuisetl to nominate 7 inenibers of such a 

eonimitlee and wonhl allow Bardar Vallahhhhai Patel to nominate the remaining 
seven. Tlie Geiicial f^ecoetaiy was liowever to be a nominee of bis. In a long 
letter, the Jhesulent mentioned the ])olicies Avliicli he wanted the Congiess to 
adopt, dliese lelated to the laiinebing ol a slinggle in the eoiintry, after a six 
months’ nltimatiim to tlie Biitisli Government and a forw'ard drive on a com- 
jireliensive scale in the h^Iates. idlieso ])olieies had not. been ae.eeiited by the 
Congress at Iripuii). Jle was fnrtlier of the view that violence in the country 
was on the decrease, ami as siicli the eoiiiitry was belter ])repared for a final 
and decisive assault on Piitish Imi erialism. He also said tliat failure to a(lo|)t 
liis suggestions would lead to civil war in the Congress. Gandhiji in bis 
replies answeicd the vaiions joints raised by the Bresident. He suggested 
a meeting of the leaders to settle the didereneos though he liad his doubts 

whether this Avoiild siuvc the j'urj osc, when there was mutual distrust and 
the ditlereiues were decj) and fundamental. In his opinion the best course 
under the eirciimstaneeB would be for the I’resiih'ut to form a bomegencous 
cabinet of bis own choice and go foiward with liis ]uognimme if these 
leceived (lie api>ioval of tJie A. I. C. C. He exjireHscd liis dissent from (be 
views expressed liy the Bresident on the piohlems engaging tlie attention 
of the eounliy. He saw no leason why the so-called two blocks, the Bight 
and the J.elt in tlie Ckingiess. slioiild not woik, each on its own lines, witliout 
cicaUng bitleniess leading to civil war about whieli the PieBident had written. 
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The prolonp;cd eorreHpondonee did not roj^ult in the Kolutioii of the tan^ile, viz., 
the formation of the Workin;^; Oornmitlof^ 'rhe 3 re was wid'^pread ilissa*isfaction in 
the coinitry with this state of afl-urs which luid reduced the whole ('On;^resa or- 
gauiaation to a state ot inac.tion. Ifnder these c.ircmnstancea it waa felt tliat only 
a meeting of the A. I. tk C could solve the tanj^le. A ineetiii'i, was nccoidin^ly 
called. It aaa('mhled in Calcutta on lAIay 1 and auhstspn'ut dates, 'i'iiere were 
luoloM'i^ed converaations between the Ih’csident and Caudhiii. (uiudlnji d(‘clinc(l to 
8Uj;<;est the names for the Workbie; Committee iu terms of Caiidi I'aiit’a reaolii- 
tiou. He lield that, that would he an imoosiiiou on the rresuh-nt. He lelt the 
Pr(!Hident free to choose hia own Couiiniltee. Jn the alternative he Hu;zi;esl.ed a 
cOnfci eiii'C with the old menibera of the Working, ('oniinit U'c. 'rh(3 ihesident 
accepted the latter an:;,ideation. Saidar Vallabhbhai <lid not al-timd the nnietin^i; 
at Calcut ta bccausi! of the excitcim^iit pr(*val('nr. and also be aoisc, as he cx})rcsae(l 
afterwards, that, whatever d(‘ciaiona mi_;ht be taken, may be without any jui'ssure 
bein^ exerted by Iiim. It was supposed that hia antipathy towards the 1‘resulcnt 
and Ilia inlluciice with Candhiji were resjtonsible for \\liat had liaiipened. 

1 tiscussious with the old mcmbcis of the Workni;; C’ommiltcc brout;ht 
the solution of the piobh'm no nearer. Only two eoiiisca wert' thcietore open to 
the President either to loim a honio:;encous commiltee of those who apieed with 
liim or to resign. At the A. I. C. C. meeting lie exi>iaincd the situation in the 
liitht of the convei’sations he had with (landhiii and tlie cx-mcmbcrs ot the AVhirk- 
Committce. lie said that in view of (landhiiPs refusal to nominate a Woikiniz; 

Committee and the lailure of conversations with his cx-eoiIea,L;ues. no other course 
vva.. left to him except to form a Working Ckunmitttec ot Ins choice, do tfiia 
couis<3 he was averse, tlie reasons hein^ tliat such a committee will not command 
the coutidenee of the House and ot (xandhiji and rdso be-ause he bclieiu'd that a 
comiKisite cabinet was desirable. IJmh'r such eii.uimslances tlie A. 1. C. could 

n]>];oint a Woikinc Committee of its owui choice tmt it mipht be one in wliiidi he 

may be a mislil. He therefore thought that it lie lesipned his luesuleiitshiji and 
another ]>resiilent was elected, it would lie ca.^'icr for the A J. (h C. to settle the 
matter. ‘After mature di'liberation and in an entirely lieljiful si>iiit’, as he said, 
he j'laced his resignation in the hands of th(‘ Committee, d his necessiialed tlio 
election ol a new ])resident. d'o avoid this uni>leasant necessity, Pt. Jawaharlal 
uiov'hI before the House that Sri Subhas Chandra Pose iie it'tjnested to withdraw 
his lesipnation and nominate afiesh tlie old Woikini; Commiltee, which functioned 
in VMS. Kxplaiiiinu the pi o]>osition, Pandit Nehru made clear how two seats 
will be aMulahle on the Committee for infusion of fiesh blood which i^ri 8ubhas 
(diandra Posi* eonsideied so nec('ssai-y. d he ]>roposi!ion was, however, not, 
acceptable to liim. It was thei(d’oi<‘ dio]*]u*d. dheienpon the A. 1. C. C. proeecded 
with the eh'ction oi the new Jhesith'iit. Pahu Paiciidia lhasad’s name waa 
]uopos(‘d and accepted by the A. i. C. C. dhus ended the iiielaneholy episode 
of the 1’residenfial election. 

d'he President, Pidui T?niendra I’rasad annoui'ced the followdnp, pereomiel 
of file new ^VoIkinp, Ckunmitlee : — 

Manlana Ahiil Krdam Azad, Slnimati t^aiojini Naidn, Sardar Vallahlihliai 
Patel, Khan Abdul (ohrdlar Klian, t^iMli damnaial Pajaj (I'leasuier), Itr. 
J’altabhi t^iiaramayva. Sii .laiianulas lioidairam, P)hi:l:d>l!ai .1. Hisai, ^hanknrrao 
1 )eo, ilarekishna Mchtal), l>i. P. V, Poy, 1 >r. Piofulla Cluindia Ghosh, J. P. 
Kii]'alani (Ccmual Scciclar\). 

Amonc the impoitant lesolidions passed at this mei'lini;' was one on War 
Dnuper ami another on the Aimuidmeni of the India A'd. d lie Amendment 
Ai*t was an attemid, to comamtiat • all poweis in the liands of the Central 
Covernment in the e\ent of war. It stinek at the V( ry root, of ])iovincjal 
autonomy and redin ed the Ministers to im]iot('nee in mal.tms relatinp; to war. dJie 
A. J. Ck C. theieloie K'SoPed tliat (he (Vmpress would resist the imiKisition of 
Biudi an amendment. Another resolution demaiided (lie release of political jiiisoners 
who wcie still in jail in Penpal and the Punjab and a JVilitieal I’risoners’ I)ay 
was observed all o\'er the eounlry in puisuanec of this resolution and instructions 
issued by the Idesident, 

Reform in the Congrc.ss Machinery : 

The Calcutta meetinc; of the A. I. (k C. for obvious reasons could not 
give eflect to the resolution of (he Conpress passed at d'lipuii, aliout reform 
in the Congress Machinery and amendment in the Congiess constitution. All 
that was possible was to appoint a small committee eonsisiing of the President, 
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Shrifl Jawabarlal Nelini, B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Narendra Dev, and J. B. 
Ki'ii>alaMi to into the question and report to the next mectin;^ of the A. I. C. 
C. Tliis eommittoc met in Boinhay from the 3rd to 7th June, 1939. IMahatma 
Gandhi participated in its deliberations. Shris Va!lai)hl)hai Patel and Bluilabhai 
J>esai were present by special invitation. The Committee liad before it about 
2(1) concrete suggestions forwarded to the A. I. C. Cb otlicc by Con.i^ressmen 
and Con;;rcsR organisations in response to the General Secretary’s request for 
BUL!;t;estions. These were {.t,ivcn careful consideration. Amonji; the imi^ortant changes 
recommended were : 

(i) jiermanent membership, 

(li) maintenance ot a register of such ]>ermanent members, 

(iii) no member to be eligible for election as a didegate to the Congress or as 
a member of a L’rovincial or a District Committee unless he has been a member 
of the Congress for three consecutive years, 

(iv) the Working Committee to be authorised to declare the members of any 
organisation, the object or ]>rogramme of which involves ])olitical activities which 
are in conflict with those of the Congress, ineligible for membership of any 
elective committee, 

(v) afipointment of a Provincial Election Tribunal and District Election 
Tribunals and 

(vi) two-thirds of the number of the seats of the A. I. C C. to be filled 
territorially liy the (hdegates by single distributive vote and the remaining one-third 
to be filled by all the deh'gatcs assembled by single transferable vote : 

d'hc Working Cknnmittee which met in Bombay from L’lst to l:J7tli June 19.39, 
gave careful consideration to the recommendations of the Constitution Committee. 
J'herc was controversy about the recommendation (iv) mentioned above. It was 
believed that a cimnge in the constitution of that naluri^ would give dictatorial 
powers to the Working Committee and members of any ]>arty in the Congress 
0 [)posc'd to them might be ])recluded from liolding any ollice in the Chrngress 
organisation, t^imilar provision in the existing constitution related only to communal 
organisations. The woids “any organisation” extendc'd the scope of the article 
in (pK'Stion Gandhiji's advice was that at that juncture no sucli constitutional 
amcMidmentfi should l)e tuessed which wcrci opposed by any section of C’ongr(!ssmen. 
It was therefore decided that tlie juofjosed change wbi di was objc'cted to by the 
leftist groups in the Congress be dropped. Similary lecommcmdation (vi) which 
sought to modify the system of ]>roportional representation by single transferable 
vote was also dropped liecause it was op]K)sed by the socialists. 

Among the important additions made were : 

(1) demarcation of fixed constituencies lor the election of delegates. 

(3) 'J'he number of piimary members to elect one delegate was fi':cd at 590. 

The Bombay nunding of the A. 1. C. C. was called especially to discuss the 
constitutional amendments. 8ince the two ])rincipal contentious recommendations 
were dropped, the rest of the j)roposed amendments were carried through more or 
less unanimously. 

It was made clear by the President and others that the amendments adopted 
were by themselves not enough to rid the Congress of j'orruption and indiscipline. 
'J'hey would check tecJniical inegularities but. could be no substitute for purity ami 
strength to character of individual (’ongressman and (kmgress committees wliich 
alone were the most elh'ctive antidoU* to the j)oison which was slowly undermining 
the foundations of the great organisation. 

'J he Homlaiy Meeting of the A I. C. C. though called expressly for considering 
constitutional amendments, luul before it several important matters requiring 
immediate attention. Among tliem were the questions of (i) Lidians in Ceyloig 
(ii) Indians in t^outh Africa and (iii) Digboi Btrikc. 

Indians in Ceylon : 

The Ceylon Government adopted without any ])revions notice, measures winch 
resulted in dismissal and repatriation of about 10,090 Indian daily paid workers 
in all departments of (Joverument, to relieve as it was alleged, the pressure of 
unemployment in the country. J'he mcasurefl w'ere unjust and provoked resentment 
in India and among the Indiuns settled in Ceylon. J'he problem of unemployment 
and economic distress was undoubtedly there as it was in all other eountries where 
imperialistic exploitation existed but the way the Ceylon Government wanted to 
deal with it was unjust and arbitrary. It looked like the beginning of a drive 
against Indians in all vocations, and occupations, official and otherwise. Cessation 
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of fresh recruitment, of Indifins was an understandable policy })nt the drive a^i:ainst 
Indians who had settled in Ceylon for a lont:: time past ainl were domiciled 
residents of the county looked like a measure of racial disciimination. The A. J. 
0. C. Ollice, the (k)n<j;rcss President, and Mali:itma (iaiidhi were flooded with 
representations from Indian resitlents in Ceylon fo intm-vene and avert tlie crisis. 
The Working (ynnm'ttee and the A. I. (\ C. that met in nomi)ay in May, llf.Jd 
p;avc earnest, consideration to these representations and passed a resolution vi(nv'inp; 
with ^rave con'-ern the discriminatory measures whh-li i.iir^aitcne( a ;;ravc conflict 
between the two friendly neip,li))()nrs. Tt however desired to exploie every means 
of avoiding; eonfliet and to this end appointed I’andit .lawahailal Nidirn to iin to 
Ceylon and confer with the authorities and rei>r('S(‘niative asso'-ial ions and individuals 
on behalf of India and do all that may be po.^siide to efleet a jmsi and iionoui'able 
settlement. 

Pandit .lawaharlal rcaelu'd Colombo by air on Jinn* Pk A macnifieient re¬ 
ception was aivorded to him by Indians and Cevlones(‘ alike, lli' had a busy and 
strenuous time eonterriue; with the Minist.ers, represoniati\i‘s of the Indian oivaiii- 
sations and other individuals coneeriiiMl. In I'.ie talks with Miiiisleis, he pleaded 
for a wider vision and broader ajijn’iiarli to tlie le-ohlciu that afitv-ted the (’('ylonese 
and the Indians in Ceylon, wlio had sctih’d tlieic and made it their home. 'The 
immediate probhun, he pointed out., was a .'‘■mall and pi'tfy one in the eonUvxt of 
lartfer prohlems lln'y had jointU to fai-e. It was llieirlore. pi-opiu' and neeessaiy 
that this sm.dl ])rol)lem !)<■ aop’oa-hod in a liheial sj»i:it. J a waliai hdji tendered 
some wholesome adviia'; to t.lu' ind'.ins in (' •; 1 m al-o. \v"hi!e tlo'V must not foipet 
ihv- country of their orirtiu, they must set' tlm!, th^pv s('i \s' tk'-ir adapted eounliy 
with devotion and lovalty and euliiv.itt* fiaO'iim! udatious with its iiihalulanls. 
He addressed siweral larec and erowdv'd pnlde- laiiieim s wlicic lie emphasist'd the 
necessity of preseiwine; the am-ient eiilinial and hisioie-al ties that Itoninl the two 
eonntru'S and rememhi'r t.h<‘ eomm-m lichi they had to eariv tm ay.unsl impeiialism. 
This hi:.;h-minded anproaeh to the inold-m ewMO'd a fine impies-ioii all round, 
ddic IMinisters. h(^vV('\or, eonid not. s(>e their way to aaiee to a major ehanp,e, in 
their schenio hut tliey a:i,reed to small nioditieations and promised to take steps to 
minimise hardships eonsequ'^nf on i “pat: la*ion. 

J’andit .lawaharlal snhmilP'd to tin' IN'orkine, C’ommittec a report of liis visit 
to Ceylon. The Committee re^ieitt'd that in spite ol the earm si eirorts of i’andit 
N<'hru, the Ceylon Covtumment, did not think it lit to make any major ehanyc's in 
the measins's tlu'y had [uonosed against tk.eii Indnni employet'S, Tin' aelion of the 
('^('ylon (lo\ernmi'iit. tlie Woikinn k'ommiilee poinPrd out, was not in eonformily 
with jnstiee or inleinational praein-i'. 

The Commirref' reeopnised the lipht of the peo'ple of Ceylon to pivc prefen'iiee 
to nationals in State seiviee or otheiwis'c in their eonnlry hut suK'ly the Indians 
who had settled there and made (V-ylon their home and who had by their hihonr 
on the land and elsewhere eontrilnp.t'il “rea’ly to the rielies and ad\aneement of 
the common land, had secured the riaht to lie eonsideied on a par with tlie other 
inhabitants of the Islaml. Steps taken to adjust lelationship shouhi not be taken 
unilaterally, d'lu' Committee were aversi' to doiny an\ihini!, whii-h miplit put a 
strain on the (‘ultnral, historical and economic bonds winch nnitc'd the two coun¬ 
tries. Put eonsiderinL’, the eiienm.slanecs Avhieh the unilateral action of the ('eylon 
(iove.nment had (‘reated. tlu'y were of the opinion (hat all fntuie emigration of 
labour from India to (leylon must he completely slopj»cd. The decision of the 
Government of India to that efleet was therefore welcomed. 

Indians in South Africa 

While in Ceylon steps were being taken which adversi'ly afleelcd thoinands 
of Indians, in South Africa a grave situation was develojiing as a result of tlie 
policy of segregation pursued by the Union Government. Legislation was sought to 
be enacted prohibiting the lease and sale of land to Asiati(‘H unless under tierfain 
conditions. There wns talk of civil resistance. Blahatma (*andlii and the ('Ongress 
Avere being rei)eatedly appealed to for help and intervention, ddie Government of 
India, while ])rofeBsing sympathy with Indian settlers in llieir ]>Iiuht, wmnld not go 
beyond friendly representations and verbal i>rotests. As in Zanzibar in the matter 
of Clove Boycott, so also hero the burden of csiKuising the cause of our nationals 
fell on the Congress. The A. I. C. C. passed a resolution regretting the attitude 
of the Union Government which betrayed utter disregard of the obligations under¬ 
taken by their ])rcdeceB8or8. The })oUcy just initiated by them was a direct viola¬ 
tion of the Gandhi-Bmuts Agreement of 1911 and all the numerous subsequent 
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undertaking's •iivon on behalf of the Thiion Govcrnmetit. The A. I. C. C voi.-ed 
the 8ymi)nth\’ of the whole huliuii loilion behind the seUllers' li^bl, for Bf'lf-reHpt^ct 
and honourable exislenee. d'heY e\j>ressed the ho^.e that the dissennionK anioim,' 
the Indians will end :ind they will present a united front. 'I'he Union (Jovei nnn'iit 
was a])i)caled to retraeo tiieir steps and earry out the undertakings of their lu'edi;- 
cessors. 

No reassuring- news is however to hand. Instead the latest, w'e have from 
Capetown conhrin all our ^^orst, fears. In tin* Soiitli Afiiean Union Assemlily, 
Doctor Malan, Leader of the Nationalists inovetl : 'Du' house nvaids it as ur^^u'ii'lv 
necessary that the policy ol scurc'e^ation betwet'n Uur(']'('ans, ri'sidentially, indiisi; !;il- 
ly and practically should be eanied o.it withoni delav and that on the base (,f 
the rc^port, of tin' (loveiunnuit L'nninission ol r.C'.i on nii\('d nn'.mayi's stej'S slioiiiil 
be taken to ])r(diibit inisei^cnnli > 11 . 'riie lii«e‘-e leqies'.b the (lovei inncnt, tli'Crbee, 
to introduce imincdic.t.t'l\ ledslcion necc^siny lo c.iiiy out that pole-y (‘(rcetiV(’l\ 
The meaninL; of this rea'-tiouioy pi-'ee ot ra.-ial leyiilation is lt)o phdn lor ('oniinciit. 

]’oni!caI I’i i; Oj:ers 

Ainonjr the ('aili<'st nie.'V-ures adopU'd by the ('oneress Miiiist i ies anms t!:e 
release ol poliiical pjisotu'is. 'i’i;e feu tliai j-cinaiiicd beiond the piison bars m 
Ih’har and U. 1’. W('r(' ie!e;:s(“d as a rf'sait ui tl'c niinJs!(Mial crisis in the t\\() I'ro- 
vinces. ddu; ('omcic';^ at.ta'-bcl rrp.d inn w : an to lln' (iijtNtion nt the release of 
]K)Iitieal juisoinns bnt in the nnn-tt):! /ess ad nil nis! 1 a! k ais ol Henpal and th.o 
Lunjab, paitieulailv the i'nne'i, no <'‘.r >n was nve'h' In ^;.>l\e :he ipieslion. 'lids 
])rodueed wid'cspncid 1 ('len 1 nnai 1 m liif' l^^■) ; o nna's. In Ih'iiaal the leuibhun was 
part,i<uilarly anite as lii-'re weo- ml,-'in-'-r. who laid b^’en in jail lor se\'eial >cars 
without, a trial. Uandlnu int'nee'ed leins'‘b in '.!)•• lehcise of iiie Ihaiyal jaisoneis. 
He had prolonei'd coMsiiiiaii-iiis wr.h lln' Lenal < *• w < : n nn-n I . ds a reMdt of these 
eonsnltations ahnosi ndi Iin' nneniei^ a-nl a in’inb-'i ol piisoni’is wei*' rolrased in 
batches. A conshli'ialih' nninbe: lio,\e\er s;i';l ieniiin<([ in j-iib i liere wi'ie thi'i'ats 
of hnnycr-st I ii;e ''V ihc ;ii-.on('is. 'I’hey bad di' laied lo Uandlnji that iIk'Y bad 
no faith in teiio'isin. d ei they v.iie hei ( on m ; ile (3 tin' hi U that ihosi* who 
were released weii- not known to iniM' .u'loed any i’.onbde. Undci' these cireiiins- 
tanei'S, it, was bnt piOi<‘! and in'-!, ibal the leniaiinnc, pnsoneis be leleased. Ibit llie 
Leiiiial (!o\ ernneail toi 'casons be,-.: k .ow n lo liiein, took a diHeienl, \ iew of their 
resjionsibillt y. 

Tlie ]troso('. I o' iinletinite d('!e!‘t:on in;i h^ th(' pi iso!H"'S (b'sjieraie. Some S'.O 
]K)litieal prisoiie:,; ui Inni i ■nm an i .\i:n,:e inis went on Ini naei-s( 1 ike on July 
7 and S to ri'aa-lei tiiei; ino'ec a ,.i;.s: Ib'ir «•, a;: in‘le! d.(!nnt:,»:i and also to roUHe 
])nblie opinion in fa\our of tiieii leb'.ise. 'Jim neas of the bnim(*r-st 1 iki* created 
widesiiread sin- in the <*onnli'y Lroniim'nt ('one ies--men in lieneal pot, into touch 
with lleinnal Govemnmnt and niecvl tin'in to lain' timely ae'nni and avert, an un- 
idi'asant eiisis. \'aba!ma t'andhi apne;d‘'d to tin' Ihaieal <io\ernmeni. lo do bare 
pistiee to thi' prisoners and reb'asi' l.lu'in. 'I'lie U.m ■ i e^s Ihesident, Shii hlabadeo 
Di'sai, Sliris tSublms (Jiainba r.o.',e and Sai.it t’liaiidra Losi', all in tlii'ir s('\('ral 
ways intervi'iied to a\('rt the ei-n-is. '1 hi’ pi.soneis I'esponded to these ap,,ea]s ainl 
^ave iij) hunpi'j-sliikt' on an assnianef' liein > <'i\en liy .^loi Siiblias (Jiandi'a Rose 
on })('half ol tlie R>en,aal Rio\in,‘iai (t)nnie^>s I'ommiliei' that sti'ps wonid lie taki'ii 
ineliidinp direct action, to se'nn' ilndr early lelease. d’he news of the termiiiatioii 
of the linnpei-SI l ike was i-'cen i'd with area! relief ihronphrMit the eountiy. 

The Workinp (.’ommillee passed a resoini.iou eapressiny praleful apjU'eeia- 

tioii of tile ai'lion ol Tie piisoinis in snsjieiidina the hnimer-slnke. They 

hoi>od that the Ifensa! Uovere.ment and also lln* I'nnjal) will release politieal 
prisoners within their jurisdieiioii, especially as these lia\e abjuied rioleiiee. 
Tlie AVorkine, Committee, liowevi'r, took can' to point, out that it, is wroii;:: 
on the jiart of prisoiicis, political or otherviise to resort to luin^er-slrike for 

their release. 

Demonstrations on July 0 and Disciplinary Action Against Shri Subhas 
Chandra Dose : 

The Bombay A. T. (k C. in June j^assed two tpsoIuHoiis ; one related to 
‘Ratya^raha in jirovinees’ and declared that no Conmessman may offer or 
oreaniso any form of Satyay^raha in the administrative Rrovinces of India 

without the previous sanction of the Rrovincinl Ckmp.ress Committee eoneerned ; 
the other defined the relation between (’onpress Alinislries and the lb C. C’h. 
The icBolutioiiB were opposed by Shri tSiibhas Chandra Bose and the socialists,’ 
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but were yiasBcd by a lar^^c majority after full discuBBion. It \mis ex] 2 cted that 
the decisioiiB tliuB deniociatitally anived at would be loyally a ■eo])ted by 
Coni^rcBBium, eBi)efially CunuieBs Coiumitleea aiui their othee-bcaierB. But very 
Boon a Buri'iisc was Bi)i‘U]ip, upon tlie country by the action of Sbri Subhaa 
Chandra Iloso. He fixed July t) as an all India protest day wlien a country¬ 
wide ap,itaU()ii ai^aiiisl, the said two K'SoIutiouH was to be inaupuiated. "J'he 
Conp^ress rrcsi'kait (3u heaiiup, of the, jeojosed (icnionstiatious issued a Btatc- 
inent in which lu' waiucd (tuii-ress (.'oininiiIces and their ollice-bcaieis against 
]>articii'al.iiijj; in tiuse dcruonsi i at urns. Jle made clear that if the lesolutioiiB 
of the A. 1. th passed alter mature delihcialion wcie (hdied by Congress 
C\)mmi(tees ami oHicc-hcaiers wlio^e duly it was to pi\e ctlc'-t to them, there 
WiMild he an t ml to all liisci; hue ami the ('nn._!<‘Hs oi^ .uisatioii would be 
disrupted, Jiisi iK! of the deal ami si <■'ilic diiucDon ol the C^ujcichh Jhesident 
that auy |»arilei] ation in such demonsilatioi'S by olia e-licaiins ami Coufiiess 
{'omnuttecs would be nearded as a lut'acli (hsciphue, hhii hulihas Cliamlia 
pM/se W’cut oil with his plan ol piolcsl in (udiaiire ol llu' (‘x] Imit dii< ijon of 
Concress Piesident lhoii).li in* was himsi-il the l.ead (d Jhiiual P. (h . d'liis 
created an (‘Xi la-oidinai y siluaiicii, d lu* Picsident wrote to Mm Siihhas Pdiamba 
Pose explaiMinp, how lu' K'Laid' il liis acMoii in or aiiiFiuy, juolest meetin;:s as 
not only (lcsliucli\e ol ail dis.ijl'uc but tiauibt with iJic piavesi f'OiiBccjuema’B 
loi the fill me ol the Cont;iess oicauimtion. '1 has had no dh et. IMi'etiiics and 
dcinonst rat ions consisting ol some cvaic i cssuicn ami man} iioii-concrcRsmcn 
vree held in sc\c;.d j laces wiilv AaiMc.c su -v-c'-s. In Penpal tJic Executive 
Council of 1h(' i’rmincial C'lainiass t ■ommit icc oi-Laniscd dcnnnisli alions in 
t^hdeutta ami seveial ol its piomimnt imm’ncis ami t/l!n-c-])caicis particij'ated 
in them. 

d'he Worhine t'ornmit’ci' wliicli im'l at Vv'mnlia fiom Aimnst 9 to 12, 
Ih'iO coiisidcicd the situation ami tiic a' lion ol ^Ini Htddias Chandia Pose 
and otlu'is. 'ih.ey had hetoM' them tlu* ('xi hnmtia-n ol P-im ;-^nhhas Chandra 
Itose. lie avpm!l that it was Jus cons i 1! m nnnd ii.d.I to i.i\e er.pU'Ssion to Jiis 
vii’W icpaidiiiLt an^ K'^olnlion jiins^d hy tiic A. 1. (\ C\ i'enial of thia 

constituimiial licht ■\\a^, lie ma'iiiaincd, tanlMiMt.nl to siu i c;-sion of P'i\il 
lihcity wiihin the Com-M'ss. It li (' ex; Janaiion wa'- not crnisidcicd satisbictory 
liy the ^\’olkinp;, ( ’om mil (ce, him P'l.l.'has i lamlia J’.osc Pu.dv iidl i esj onsiliilily 
foi the ih monsi I at ions ami ('xjmsS'd i caiiim-.'-s to la^e an} discipbnaiy aclinn 
taken apainst him, (hccilnliy. 9 hi' Woihiiu; Commiilci' consulcicil llic Hilualion 
and the explanal ion. It came to the ((mdinioii ll at in lus ex) danatioii hhri 
Siihluis Pose had wholly misscil tlu' main ] oinl win. h was that as an ex- 

.Pi(‘siilcnt. of the ('onpiej.s and as J'na.idcnt ot the Pin; al l’io\imial C'onciCHB 

(hminiittee he should ha»e U'alisv’d that alter inexiim iccci\(,>d inst i lu t.ions tiom 
the jhesidcnl it was iiis cU-ar duty as a s(i\anl ot the nation to obey them 
imp.licitly even though iie ililieied liom th(' rnhnp oi the Pusideut. It was 

open to him to appeal alleiwaids li he so desiicd to the A. 1. th C. or o])cn 

rieKsioii. If SnhhaB Ihdnrs conuaiiioii that e\eiy immhcr is liee to interpret 

the Conipress Clonstitution ]»re\ails ami il evcix im inhcr wciC to act on that 

interpietatiou, coiitiaiy to the liLcibion ot liie J'lesidcnt, tlicre will be peifect 
uiiarchy in the Conpicss. 

'J'he Whukinc- (.tommillee tlierefore came to tlie ] ainful conclusion that 
it w'onhl fail in da duty it it. comloncd the o| en ami dclihciate bleach of 
discipline hy P^uhlias Pahn. II tiieiclbie decided that fur tlie praie act of 
indiHciiilino, 8hri i^ubhas Pahn he di'claied dn-fpiablicd as I’l isidciit of the 

Benjpnl V. C. C. and to he a mendjer ol any electiie tkin^icss h'ommittcc for 

three years as from Aiifpiiat 19:'.9. 'J he h'ommittee howeMU- did not take any 

action against the executive eouneil of the P. V. C. (J. or the individual 

Con^reBBiTK'n. The \\Oikin^ i'ommittee left it to tlie P. C. C. to take sueli action 
as they thought necessary aaaiiist oUemliiic ineiiiheiB under their respective 

juiisdietion it they did not express rep,rct for their indisciiilinc. 

Natioual Planning Coininilteo 

A brief account of the fiinetions and woik of the National rianning Com¬ 
mittee was given in last yeai’s report. 'J he fust meeting of the Committee which 
■was held in December IbhB drafted an elaboiale (pioBtionaire, wbieh was sent to 
various CovernmentB, public bodies, Cliambeis ot Commerce, d'radc Unions and 
individuals. The second meeting took place in Pombay fiom ttli to 17th June, 1939. 
As originally conceived the Idanning Committee was supiiosed to do a certain 
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amount of preliminary work as preparatory to more eornprehonsivo invosti^:i,ntions 
by the larger body—a National riannin^ Commission. Ibit as it, proceeded it found 
tiiat it liad to dt) its work more thoroiii^lily and on a more comprehensive basis. 
A mere superficial survey of the industrial situation in the country would be of 
no useful p;nidance to the country or the I’lanning Commission to be appointed later. 
It was therefor(‘ decidiHl to enlar^i* the scope of work of the rianninj; (i^oinmittee. It 
ap])ointed 27 sub-cominittecs to consider each individual ]>roblem, and ea(di sector of 
the National plan separately. The 27 sub-committees were dividial nmler seven main 
heads, namely : (i) agriculture, (ii) industries, (iii) dmno^^rapliic I'clations, (iv) 

trans])Oit and communication, (v) c-.ommerce and finance, (\i) public welfare and 
(vii) education. 

Experts were invited to serve on these committees. The committee adopted 
certain instructions lor the guidance of the various sub-committees. Tlic funda¬ 
mental aim to be kept in view by all snb-committees, it, directed, was to ensure 
an adequate standaicl of Tnine lor the masses. An adequate stimdaid of livini^ 
implies a certain irreducible minimum I'lus a pioeressive scale ot comfort, dlie 
average annual income per ca’pita in India is i>laced at Its. G‘». d'his is the most 
optimistic (‘alciilalion. It in dudes the rich and poor, tlie town dwidler and the 
villa^iu*. J'A'cn a^'cnidiue, to this the average for the villager (avnnot be m.iie than 
l\s. 2.) to 20 per annum lau' caipila. d’lus imidies not. only a consideralile deticit in 
food snpj)ly but, also in tlie other essential requiri'ments ot liuman existence. 'I'lic 
national income must, therefore be increased eieatly durinp^ tin; lu’xt ten years to 
ensure an ii’reducilde minimum standard for e\erybody. In oi'dc'r to secure this 
minimum standard not only ^MlI it, be m^'essary to increase i>roduction but also to 
bring about a more equitable distribution of wi'alth. 

A really j>roj,res.^jve standaid ot iite Avill necessitate the increase of (he nation¬ 
al wealth live oi six limes. Ibit for the |)iesent, tlie minimum sland.ard whi<di can 
and should la' reached is an increase of national wealth ot belueen two and three 
times within the next ten years. It is with this object in view that the planning 
should be done now. 

The rianninu Eommittee as it piocecded with its woik, received coojieration 
from vai’ious indiiiduals and orpanisaiions. All the I’rovinidal Eovernim'iits arc 
coo)>erat,int!. with it. 'I he Chunniitlet* has also received the active coopi'ration of im- 
])()rtant Slates like llyihuabad, Hhsori', P.aroda, Hhopah Travancoie and C'oehin. It 
lias a w'(di-slall'cd sccri'tarial,, I'lol, K. d’. Sliah lias b('(‘n a]>polnled Honorary 
(haieral ISi'cielaiy. A sum ot Its. lias bemi sanclioiu'd lor the Committee’s 

expcnsi's. Tlie wank of the various committees is neai completion, ddie Chaiiman 
has asked for tlic report of tlie raliens committees by the end of Eebruary. 

V/ar Crisis 

The principles which should guide the nation in the event, of war were cleaily 
laid down by the Conevess in its resolutions itassed iiom to lime time. It had repeatedly 
di'claied its entiie disapproval ot the ideology and in-actice ol Fascism and Nazism 
wdth all llK'ir cmcl nnpbcaiions. It liad expressed in immislakalile terms its 
sympathy witli all those c(,nntiics wliu h wen* trom time to tinn* made (lie victims 
ot un])rovokcd ac^icssion. Jt ('xpicsscal its solidaiity with the dcmociatic forces in 
h^jaiin. It ])iotcs!cd avainst the conqiK’st and annexation of Czechoslovakia. As a 
natural coudlai'y the ('ouum’ss dissociated itscll entiii'ly iiom tlie foreign ]iolicy 
of the Hntish (hivernnient wiiicJi was eonsideied responsible * for these tragedies. 

q'he Congress liad inrtlici laid down that the issue of war and peace for India 
niuHt he dceitled by the Indian people and any atleinpt by any outside authority 
to impose its deeision on India or exploit Indian resoiirees for the ]iiirposes of war 
wonhl he resisted, ihit. the I’ritish (Jovernment ]>aid no iu'ed to these rejtealed de¬ 
clarations and warnings of the Coiigiess 'J’he atlenqit to amend the Govern incut 
ot India Act in ciidcr to narrow and limit still further tlic ])OwerB of the juoviii- 
clal governments in the event of war emergeney arising, the desnateh of Indian 
troops towards Aden and some months later to Binga]»ore and Aden without the 
(‘.onseiit of the Central Legislature unmistakably showed llritain’s desire to entangle 
India in a future war. To maik their dissociation from these measures and to 
give effect to the policy of the Congress ihe Working Committee at its meeting at 
Wardlia in August last called upon Congress members of the Central J.»egiBlative 
Assembly to refrain trom attending the next session of tlic Assembly. The provin¬ 
cial Govmuments were directed not to assist in any way the war preparation of 
the British Government which were on foot. 

As soon as war broke out in Europe in the first week of September, India was 
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declared a belligeretit country on the side of Alliea by the British Government. 
This declaration was made without consnitinjz; the |>eoi)le of India. Ordinances 
strictly curtailing civil liberties w^ere passed. The Government of India Act was 
amended ^^reatly restriclin;;- Governments. 

4’he sympathies of the country, {j^encrally wore with the victims of a^^ression 
and against (hu'many and the fascist ideology p,uidin^ it, sympathy did not 

necessarily mean India’s entanpIciiKMit in war and that too withou hci‘ consent. 
What should be India’s attilmlc in tlie crisis was a question ju'c-einmcntly for the 
Indian peo))le to decide. But Imperialism thou^,ht and acted otherwisf'. ddie Indian 
people however w('ic in no mood to acquiesce in this inijosition and the Government 
knew it. 'i'he Viceroy, therefore, soon after their declaration of war called 
Mahatma Gandhi lor an interview to explain to him th<^ sitnation and enlist his moral 
sup{)ort and through him tltat of the Congress and the countly. Gaudhiji took tlie 
public into confidence about what haj)pened at the interview. He said he had made 
it (dear to the VTcei-oy that in wdiatever l)e said he did not repiesent the 
Congress or the national mind. As a humanitarian ho was greatly stirred by 
the war. Though his sympathies were with the Allies he did not want the 
destruction of any people. He was not at the time thinking of India’s 
deliverance. What would Indian freedom be w'orth, if Britain was destroyed 

or (Jermany humiliated I His own symiiathies were with England and Eraiicc 
from the purely huinanitarian view-iioini. 

The Working Committee liowcver soon met at Wardha, and considered 
the sitnation. Having re^^ard to the gravity of the issues involved, the Bi-f'sidi'nt 
invited 8hris (Jandhiii, Jatvaharlal Nehru, l^ubhas Chandra Bose, Narendra Heo, 
Jayprakash Naiain and Aney to assist the Woiking Committee in shaping 

their decision. Mr. M. A. .linnah was also telegiaphically invited to attend and 
give the Commilti'c the benefit of his ad\ice. He, however, declined the invita¬ 
tion owing to previous engagements. After mature deliberations the Working 
Committee issued a coniju'ehensive statement defining the Congress i>osition. 

d'he statement reiteiatcd the principles laid down by the CVmgiess from 
time to time for gui<ling the nation in the event of w\ar. It said that India 
was declared a belJigeient country and measures were taken afi'ccting the 

country virtually in (hdiance of the declared wishes of the jeoj'li'. ddie 
Working (\)mniittee t-ook the giavest view of these d<'velopm('nts. While it 
unhesitatingly eondemned the latest aggression of the Nazi Govtinnieiit, and 
hym]nithised Avitii tliosi* who resisted it, its eoo]'cration could not he liad by 

eompulsion and imposition. Cooiuu’atiou iiuist be between equals and by mutual 
consent for a cause wliicli both consider w'nrihy. 

d’iie C'Omniittee weie aw’aie that the Government of Great Briiain and 
France had (h'clared that tliey w’ere llgliting for democracy and freedom and 
to put an end to aggression. During (he war of 1.11-18 aDo the declared 
waT-aims were the i>rose,rvation of democracy, self-determination and the freedom 
of small nations and ^et the very Goveinnumts which solemnly ]>roi-laimed th.esc 
aims entered into secret ]nicts embodying imjicrialist. designs for tlu' cai\ing up of the 
Ottoman Empire, If the war is to defend the status quo, imperialist ])Osscssions, 
colonies, vested interests and iirivileges, tlicn India can have nothing to do with 
it. Jf, however, the issue is democracy and a world order based on 
democracy, then India i.s iidenscly interested in it. d he Committee w('ie con¬ 
vinced liiat (ho interests of Indian demoeiaey. did not conllict. wulh tlie intertsls 
of British democracy or of world democracy. But there wuis an inherent eonttiet 
helweeii democracy in India or elsewhere and im]iciialism and fascism. If Great 
Britain fights for the maintenanee and extension of democracy, then she must 
necessarily end imperialism in her owm possessions, estuhlish full demoi'racy in 
India, and the Indian peo]>le must have Ih.c right of self-determination by framing 
their own constitution through a Constituent Assembly without external inter¬ 
ference and must guide (heir own ])olicy. A free dcmocrati(* fndia will gladly 
associate herself witli other free nations for mutual defence against aggression and 
for economic co-operation. 

The Working Committee therefore invites the British Government to declare 
in unequivocal terms what their w'ar aims are in regard to democracy and impe¬ 
rialism and the new order that is envisaged and in particular how these aims are 
going to be apidied to India and to be given effect to in the present. Do they include 
the elimination of imperialism and the treatment of India as a free nation whose 
policy wdll be guided in accordance with the wishes of her peojde ? A clear 
declaration about the future, pledging the Government to the ending of imperialism 
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and FascuRin alike, will be welcomed by the poo]»le of all countries, but it is far 
more important to pive immediate effect to it, to the larp,est possible extent, for 
only this will convince the ]>eoplc that the declaration is meatit to he lionoured. 
3'he real test of aj)y declaration however is its application in the present, for it is 
the present that will povern action today and {;ive sliape to ilie future. 

'11)0 statement was torwardcd to tlie Viceroy for his information and that of 
the British (iovernment. Shri .lawabailal JSehru was nominated to tlie Working; 
C'ommittee and a W ar Sul)-Comir.ittce eonsistini; of Bandit Jawaharlal (Chairman), 
kSardar Vallalilihhai Balel and Maulana Abul Kalum A/ad was formed to deal 
with the situation as it may develc))) irom time to time. 

(iandhiji in a statement to the press commended the manifesto of the Working: 
Committee to the unanimous supj'ort of the country. He liojied that all the 
political partii'S and all eommunilies woidd join the Committee’s demand for a 
clear declaration of their policy by tlie British (bivernnu'nt with such eoriespondinp, 
action as is ])ossilde amidst mait.ial conditions. “All that was reqiiiii'd \ias a 
mentid levolution n the ])art of British statesmen i.e., honest action to implement 
the declaration o' .aith in democracy made on the eve oi the wai', and still heinp; 
repeated iiom Biilish ]>Iatforms. 'Bhc Congress support will nu'an the pri'atest 
moral asset in favour of Enp,land and France. 'J’he Conj;ress lias no soldiers 
to offei.” 

The statement was widely appreciated in the country as a statesmanlike 
document, it leceixed ])uhlicity in foiei^n countries, especially Ameiica and 
Cermany. ''I'he jieople of the oppressed nationalities adopted the manifesto as tlieir 
own. 'I'he British Government in England, however, ami a considm’alile section of 
the British press took care to pive it the minimum possible ])uhlieity. But the 
more advanced section of the Britisli ojiinion welcomed the doennumt and uarrnly 
supiHU ti'd the Conpress demand for a declaration of war aims and peace aims of 
Great Britain. 

'I'lie British Government and its apents here could not yiossihly ipnore tliis 
ehalhmpe of the Conpress. ^onie answer had to be pi\en. dlie Vieeioy liad 
recourse to inti’rviews. 

'i'he Viceroy had interviews witli the Gonpress Bresidenl and Bandit .lawaliaihil 
Nehru jointly ami also with Saidar Vallahhhhai Batel and IMahalma (iandlii, Jle 
also met Mr. .Tinnah, the Biesident ol the JMuslim Leaene. 'Ihese inleiviews how- 
('V('r were not eonlined to the reiu’csentatives of the Gonpn'ss and the iMuslim 
Leapue but incliuh'd all sorts of iieisons and ]>arties. lit' had as many as .cd 
inlcMviews lielore he could frame an answer to the simple and stiaiphtforwaid 
question tlu' ('onpress had asked. 

Gonsideiinp tlie pravity and mapnitude of the crisis facinp the country it 

was felt, neei'ssary tiiat a speeial meetinp of the A. 1. G. G. lie called to consider 

tlie manifi'sto issiu'd by tlie AVoikinp Committee. A meetinp was called aeeoidinply 
at, Wardba on Gchoher 0 and U). 'Bbe A. 1. C. C passed a lesolntion endoisinp 
the slalement of the Woikinp Gommittee and autborisinp the W oikinp ('ommilee 
to take such steps as may he necessary to pive etreel, to it. 'J'lie Cornmilh'e repeali'd 
its eondemiiiitioii of Easeism and Nazi appression and expressed its (‘onviclion that 
]ieace and frei’dom can only he established and ]>reserved by an extension of 
(l('moeraey to all colonial countries and by the application of the ])rinciple of self- 
determination to tiu'm so as to eliminate impel iaiist control, f t. declared that 
“Indian ireedom must lie based on democracy and unity and the full recopnition 
and jirotoction of all minorities (o wliieli the Gonpress has always pledped itself.” 
Jn ])artieiihir India must be declared an Indeiiendent nation, and at yuesent ayiplica- 
tion must be piven to tliis status to the larpest yiossible extent. 'I'lie A. I. C. C. 

earnestly trusted that this declaration will he made liy the British Government in 

any statement that it may make in repard to its war and yieaee aims. 

'J’he Viceroy before ansvverinp the sticcifie questions in the VVorkinp Committee’s 
statement referred to the “so many different yioints of view revealed, marked 
difforenecB of outlook, markedly different demands, and markedly different solutions, 
for the problems that lie before us”. 

The declaration then soupht to throw some lipht on the followinp matters : 
(i) objec'tives of His Majesty’s Government in the war ; (ii) intention of the British 
Government with repard to the future of India and (iii) closer association of the 
Indian opinion with the proscentioii of the war. 

(i)—As to the objectives of the war, the Viceroy while rnlinp out of question 
a yuecise definition of war aims and peace aims in the (dianpinp situation of the 
world, referred to the general aims as declared by the Prime Minister : “We are 
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Boekinp; no material advantage for ourselves...We, like all the peoples of Eiirojie, 
lonji, tor ])eace ; but it must he a real and Bettle<i ])eaee, not an uneasy iruee 
interrupted by constant alarms and threats.” Where did India come in all this ? 

(iij l*"or Uie second question, the question of India’s future, the Viceroy 
referred to the preamble to tlie Government of India A<ft, 1019. As a generous 
step to this goal “liis ^Majesty’s Government recognise that when the time comes to 
resume consiilcratiou of the plan lor the future Fetlcral Government of India, it 
will be necessary to reconsider in the light of the then circ.umstances to what extimt 
the details of the ])lan embodied in the Act of lOd") remain appropiiate... At t!ie 
end of th(! war they will be very willing to enttu’ into considtai.ion with 
representatives of tlic scveial coftun unities, parties and interests in India, and with 
the Indian l^rtnees with a view to secining tlieir aid and cooperation in tin; framing 
of Buch modifications as may seem desirable.’’ 

(iii)—As for India’s active association with the proseiuition of the war, the 
Viceroy tuiggc'sted the est-ablishment of a Cmisultativc (Jioup, representative of all 
major political pariii'S in Ilritish India and of the Indian Princes, over wliu b the 

Goveinor (hmcral wouhl liimsi'lf ])residc wdiich would be sumriKmed at his invita¬ 

tion and whirli would have as its objc(U, tlie association of public oi>inion in India 
with tlie conduct of war aiul with qrmstions relating to war activilii's. 

d'iie Dedaration was so coinidcte a denial of all that the Woiking Committee 

asked for and hojtcd lor in their statement that Gaiulhiji was const,raiiud to de- 

clajc : ‘b,he ('ongicss had asked lor bicad and was given a stone”. It, w'as con- 
dmniK'd liy e\en non-Conarcss cindes as lacking in understanding and imagination. 
It looked as it the bJ interMCWS had been aiianged with a view to em ['liasising 
djUenuK'es. 

The Working (’ommittcc whicdi met at Wardha on Otdober Id cot.sideied tlie 
Vi('(‘regal deidarat ion. ddu'y passed a icsolut.ion re.-oiding theii oiunion that tlie 
Viceiegal statement was wholly uusatisfactiii y ami cab ulated to ri^nsi* resmtirumt 
among all those v\lio wane au.xions to gain and aie intent, upon gaining India’s 
independence. 'I'Jie (.lomrnilfce regarded llie mention ol inteinal dillcrences as 
a scK'cn to hide tlie true intention of Gieaf Iliitain, Wind, the Committee liad 
a^kcil tor was a declai'ation of war aims as a test of Ilntisli honafidcs j'cgarding 
India, ii respective ol tfie attitude t)f oi'])ositu>n jaiities and groups, ‘'’d lie Coiigiess 
had always stood ior tlie rights ol minorities. '1 he fn'edom the tVmgri'Ss idaimcd 
was not loi llie Concri'ss or any ]<arliciilar gum)) or eommnniiy hut lor the nation 
and tor all commnnilies in India that go to Imild that nation. In the (drciims- 
laiico, th(' ('oncK'ss cannot possibly ‘>i\c any support to (di‘at Ihitain tor it would 
amount to an endoisement. of the impeiiabst policy which tin* Ckm^ic-s has always 
boi.gnt to end. As a liist step in this direction the Committee cull ujxm the Con¬ 
gress Alicdstrics to ti'iulcr their r<'^iignaliollS.” 

'J'lic Committee also aitj»ealed to llie nation to end all inte'" i cont rovmsics in 
the hour of a grave ciisis and act unitedly in the cause of Lidia’s fiecdoin. It 
called upon all (.'ongress Ctmimitlees and Congressmen to be piejiaieil lor all 
( vcntualilics. 

Soon the Congress Ministers resigned. Tlieir resienation changed tlie political 
situation in tlic coiintiy. It ]>roclaimcd tlie disso'-iulion of i>olitical India from the 
inipcrialislic' jiolicii'S of Gretit Ihitain sjiecially with the_ war that w'as going on in 
Europe. It was a big step towards non-coopeiaiion. India withdrew' her condition¬ 
al moral support Ironi the stiuggle Prilain was w'aging against Hitler. The pro¬ 
vincial };art ot the (io\eminent ol Itidia Act—the Federal part was stilDiorn—was 
now dead beyond |)Ossibility of resurrection. 

'Idle resignation of the ministries demonstrated to all those who had any dot lits 
that Congress wuis not, out for jjower and olliee but for the emancipation of the 
IH-oiilc of India fiom toreign yoke. The ministries had done good work. Several 
reforniB measures loi the amelioration of the condition of the masses were pending 
before provincial assemhlies. With their resignation these measures liad little 
chance of being enacted, d'hcre was also the danger of the good already done being 
undone. Put the Ckmgress rose to its revolutionary height. It refused to alio v 
small ameliorative relorms to stand in the way of the march of the country to iU 
goal of Puma Swaraj. 

The situation created by the resolution of the Working Committee and the 
resignation of the Congress ministries was not such as (‘ould be relished by tlie 
British (iovernment. A sullen, discontented, rebel India W’as poor pnopaganda 
against Hitler. It introduced to mockery all the fine phrases about peace and 
democracy used by British statesmen. 
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To retriove the T)oaition the Secretary of State for India and Sir Samuel 
IToare apoko in the house of Parliament. 'J'hey employed sweeter lanjj;iia^e but in 
effect said the same thimrs that had been badly said by tiie Viceroy. As a result 
of tliese statements the Viceroy called Giindhiji, the Oon^^-ess President and Mr. 
Jiiinah for a joint interview, lie told the visitors that he was i)repared to modify 
ids ])rcvious statement to the extent that instead of an advisory committee for the 
eonduel. of war. his Government were ])rei)ared to expand the Executive Council 
of the Vh'oroy and find in it place for some ])opuhir leaders, on condition that the 
('onjiress would come to an agreement with INlr. .linnah not only about the pro- 
])osed changes in tlie Central ' Executive but also about the Cxoverumeut in the 
Provinces. Piibu Uajendra Trasad, on behalf of the Congress, made it clear to the 
Viceroy that it \vas mff possible tor Con;r,ress to eo-oi»era!e unh'ss the i)olicy of 
the Pnlish Covernne nt was made clear on the lines Fu.u};esled by the Congress. He 
added 'Ht has pained us to find the communal question drappeil in this connection. 
It has clouded the issue. It has been lepealedly said on behalf of the (ionjjress that 
it is our earnest d(‘sire to settle the points of communal controversy by agreement 
and we p!(>i>oso to continue our efforts to this end. Put 1 would ])oint out that 
this question’ does not, in any respect come in the way of a declaration of Indian 
fiecilom as sunpi'sted above.” 

ddie deadlock thendore continued. The Workine^ Committee which met in 
Allahabad on November, Id to Id ld a|)proved of and endorsed the reply of the 
Coneress President to the Viceroy. It said, '‘The Congress has looked upon the 
War Crisis and the ])roblem it raises as essentially a moial issue and has not son.uht 
to ])rolit liy it in any spirit of barp,ainin;;.” The Committee declared apain that, 
llie recomiition of Indian independeiu'e and of the rielit, ot her people to frame 
t.iieir constitution through a Const.ituent Assembly was essential in order to remove 
tiie taint of impi'iialism from Piitain’s jxdicy and to (uiable the Congress to con¬ 
sider fuilher coo;)craLion. “ i he Assembly could frame a conslitution in wliich the 
ri'dits of acce])ted minorities would be protected to their satisfaction and in the 
event ot some matteiB relating to minority ri^rids not bcinu mutually ayreed to, 
they ‘‘tilt be rehu-red to aibitiation.” d'he Constituent Asscmihly should be elected 
on Uie basis of adidt 8uffra]i;(‘, existing separate eleetoiales Ix'iiic retaiiu'd for such 
miiioritii'S as desired tliemC Tin* number of members in the Assi^mhly shoiihl 
relleet, the nunierieal Btrenii,th of the eonnliy. d’he answer to this dimiand had been 
entirely unsatisfactory, ddie pica of communal diffciem-es ad\anci'd in justilicalion 
of thisCefnsal was only an at.temi*t to hefop, the moral issue, 'i'he iMinorities did 
not oupose India’s ripht to ficedom and Tndciiendence. As for the Indian Pniiees, 
they ''vere tin* enxdiou of the Paiamouiit Power and identical wdth it. It is the 
pe()]>le of the Indian kd,atc3 which should have a dctcimininc voice in the shafdiig 

^ ^ d'hc policy of non-co-oi'.eration was therefore to eontinne and must continue 
until the Ih itish (ioveinment revised its ])oliey and accepted tlie Conen'ss conhm- 
tion. Put ‘it is inhertmt in every form of l^atya^iaha that no eff ut is spared to 
achieve an liouonrable selllement with the o])p<)nent.” Tlie ^VoIkitlc Committee 
therefore kei't the door open and atlirined that all attempts to coerce the i>eo|!le of 
India aloim paths which were not, of their choice would he resistc'd non-violently. 

'flu* Working; Committee expressiM pratification ‘‘at the readiness exhibited bv 
Como-essmen for The launching: of Civil 1 tisohedience should this become necessary.” 
Piit*'ci\il <lisobedience reipiireil iterfe; t disciidine. Also a non-violent army must 
he possessed of the esseiitials of non-violence, i’he true test of ])re))aredness lay 
in Conitrcssmen carrying out the constrncl.ivc prou:ramme esiiecially siiinninp; anti 
promoting: the cause of Khadi to the exclusion of Mill cloth, iiromotinp; communal 
harmony by personal acts of service and the up-lift of Ilarijans. 

Communal Problem 

Efforts made in 1938 to solve the Hindu Muslim prohlem~the voluminous 
correspondence that i-assed between Pandit Nehru with Mr. M. A. Jinnah, the 
IVesident of the Muslim Lcajijue, the suhseqnent talks between the latter on the one 
h old and Mahatma Candlii and Bhri Bubhas Chandra Rose on the other—proved 
abortive. Mr. .Tinnah insisted that an essential preeondition to any agreement 
between the two organisations was the recognition by the Congress that the Muslim 
Lea^ain was the sole, authorilafive and representative political organisation of the 
Mnssalmans of India, i'he Congress on the other hand was the representative 
organisation of the Hindus and was to negotiate with the League on their behalf. 
Such a position is not true to facts and Congress could not accept it, forgetting its 
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own national character and repndiatiiip; its past history and the many Muslims 
witliin tlio Conji;rcHS fold and several Muslim or^anisutions representative ot laif^e 
sections amonj'- Mtjslims, as the iSliias and the MoniiiiB, wlio repudiate the leadership 
of the heaKue. 

In their resolutions, on the ])latforra, and in the ]n’css. the Muslim Lpaf>;ue 
carried on a regular propaganda airainst the (.’onjiicss, especially the Con^^rcss 
Ciovernment in the 8 Provinces. The latter were accus('d of a set dcHi}:n to esta¬ 
blish Hindu Raj and crush the culture and religion of the MussLinians of India 
and annihilate their I'olilical and tH-.onomie Ui^hts. The accusers were repeatedly 
challen};ed lo jn-oduce instances of the i*ommunal tyianny and domination. Va;.'ue 
and indelinite allegations, one-sided stoiies, distoiiinns ainl evaeeei at ions wane the 
only answer piven to this challenge. »Sn);;in}r nl Vande iMatiain, of tlie 

national ila;.', on public institutions, populaiisalion of llindnstani and such like 
activities tvcie instanced as attempts to ciusli iMnslirn enUme. These aeii\'ities wane 
iiothine- new. 'I'he national llaj; had ever since I'.L’J, been the s} inhol ol national 
solidaiity and ojiiiositions to forei;j,n rule. It was not in ojiposiiion to Islam. Bundc 
Matrani had come to he the national son;i. by hislorieal associations since the early 
years of the present century and had heiai in voeue e'er since the ])artitioii. Ihe 
Muslim agitation ajiainst it was a new i)henonH'non. Here too the Con^ri'ss 
aiitiiorised only that j.oition of it to he sun;: lo wdiicli no possible obji'ction could 
be raist'd. d’he common laiiuuaee, the Oon;:iess advoeated. was Hindustani as 
])Oj)ularly sjioken in Noithern Indni and written eiiher in the Na_ji or tlie [Irdu 
seiipt. All these activitic'S were old hut the Lea;;iie opposition to them was new. 
Yei cverywheic, wheie there was op[>u.suioii, C(my,rc.--smeji and Con;:,ress Hovcrnnients 
a\oidcd coidiii't. 

'J'hc Council of the liluslim Leat^ue appointed a special CommiiT'c to collect 
all such and other va;.’ue char^res apaiiist tlie Coiip,iess Co\einments. A report 
Avas prodmed poitulaily known as toe i'ir]mr la'port. 81ioiily afterwards Shri 
Vallalihbhai Patel, the Cdiaiimaii of the Pai liamentary Suh-Conimitt('e diiei-ted the 
C()Ui:ress Ministries to eiujiiire into each alleeaiion and submit, a K'port. d'he 
C-omiia'ss (Jovernments issued comiuiiiiiques pivin^i detailed leplios lo tlu'se char;:eB 
jirovin;^ their liaselessm-ss. lUit despite tlie detiials thcie v\as no abatement, in tlie 
Muslim Lea;;ne luopaL’anda. 'J'he incessant eireiilation of va;;ne and disjiroved 
clia 4 ;eR of a very smioiiH nature rou.seJ passions and finbilLcied relations between 
the two Communities. 

The declaration of War in Euroiie in Sejiternher and the crisis arising; 
therefrom in India, serveil (o leiivl imieasid importance to the communal judhlcm 
and bring it into si'ceial piomtneme in pidilical discussums lelating to war-issues. 
It was recognisi'd bv Uavlcis that in a eiisis like the t'l’csent it was 

essential that India slionbl jccsent a uiiiti'd fiont and compose all her internal 
diileienccs. To tins i nd the Woiking i'ommitlee which met at Waidlm in 
h'eptemlior last to consider the situation, U‘h'.:iaphi<-ally iiiviti'd I^lr. ]\1. A. Jiniiah 
to join in the discussions and hel;> lo e\olve an agiced decision on the erilmal 

riitiiaiion facing the eonnlry. ]\Ir. .linnah howfoer could not come. 

'I'he Woiking (.’om mil tec of tlu' Muslim L<‘a;iuc which met in Delia a little 
after, ])assed a roolutioii on the \\'ai-eiisiH which rei'cated the charges against 
(tongiess (bivern nu'iit in the I’lovinres. It was stall'd tliat autonomy in these 

IMoviin-es had resulted in the domination of the Hindus o\er the Muslim minoiili<*s 

whose life and liherly, pioperty and honour were being assailed e\eiy day. Hahu 
RajeiHlra Piasad, the Piesident, wiote lo .Mr. Jiiinah tiiat these charges weie wholly 
niitounded and based on oiie-sith'd reports that might have leached the laaigne. 
Die Covcrnmi'iits eonci'ined had carefully gone into these allegations and denied 
them. If the eharges vveie ])ejsisted in it was but fair that they should be 

inquired into ami either substantiated or disproveil. 'J'lie Congress President 
suggested that it be (Mr. M. A. .Tiniiali) agreed, 18ir M. Gwyer, Chief Justice of 
the'Cederal Ckmrt might he requested to go into the matter. In the event of bis 
not being available some other person of similar standing mic.lit be ai'proaclied. 
To this Mr. Jinnah replied that he had placed the whole case before the Viceroy 
and bad requested liim to take up the matter without delay as he and the Gover¬ 
nors of the Ihovinees had been exjiressly charged under the Constitution with 
the respoiisibility of protecting the rights and the interests of the minorities. 

There w^as no indication that the Viceroy was conlemplating an enquiry in 
the charges. The atmo8])liere of tension was however ke,i>t up through wide 
circulation of these uinuoved charges and the war-crisis was utilised by interested 
parties to further accentuate the situation. W e have dealt elsewhere in thus report 

35 
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witli the war-crisis. 4'he crisis as it affected India was ]iolitical and the war-aims 
which the VVnikin;; Ch)minil.tee calloil upon the British (Joveniment to declare, had 
nothin” to do with the eomniunul prohlem. 4'hc British (io\ennnent hovve\cr 

was not slow to take advantage of internal qiiariads. To avoiil this heiii”’ done 
t:0 the detriment ol the eounliy, Ihindit .Jawahailal resumed jiersomd contacts 
witli I\lr, .linnah. 'fhe comnuinal piobhon apart., the Woikin” (^)mmilleo was 

ajixions to e\olve a common ajtpioacli to the volilical issues connecleil with the 

war-ciisis. Ikindit Neiiiu’s talks with ]\Ir. Jinnah however did not lead to desiied 
result. 'J'he communal iirohlem >Aas not, discussed at all in these talks. jMr. 

dinnah wanted to ])ostponi* it, for a later date in Bomhay. Bandit Nehru e.\]>ressed 
to resume talks wlnniever and wheiever it suited Mi. .hnnah. 

It was ('.\p(>cled that with the ier,i^nation ot ('oneiess Ministiies tlio eonimiinal 
tension would decK'ase and farourahle atmost-here ciealed for eir>ils to compose 
all internal ddlcrf'uees, 'The lesolution t‘assed hy tlie W’oikiuij; (’ommntee 
emphasised that the frei'dinn that the t^umress contemplated lor the eonntiy 
incliidt'd the lull recopnilnm and piotcction ol the jiehls ot all minoiilies to 'which 
the Oonpi'css had alw.i>s p.led.'ed its-'ll. 'J hey rdso einphasiseil thal. tin* easiest 
method ol annio” at a soliilion of the communal proiilem was ]iiovided hy 
di'mand lor a C'o;ml il went ^\ssemhly. It A\ould icj lesent the \ai'ii)iis pailies and 
ii'teicsls 111 th(‘ coantiy nc.-oidiii” to their e\act numeiical sliaiicth and set, at. lest 
tin' otlieiwise inlei minahle eon 1 1 o\ ei so's \Mth le-aid to tile i epresei 1 1 a! ise characler 
ot this or that, or: anisation. Aliislims would ha\e lepichentalion on it to the 
lull extent o! their nnmeiieal slrencih in the eounliy, Ihionph si'paiale eh'ctoiale, 
if they so desiied. Seals may he lesmaed for other acct'pteil minoiilies. It would 
be the special icsponsihdiiy ot the (kmslitneni, Asscmldy t(j tiame sale.'uanls to 
the salistaciion of tlu' minoiilies Ma.lers whereon aeie'Mni'nt, was not possible 
would be leteiied to a ]ueanusly agreed 'Jiibnnal. '1 h<‘ siMIline of di'lads Avas an 
easy matter li oii.e the pneuisition that all coiumnnities desired iiidepeiulence, 
AVith a Bonstit e.lion liaim'd by tlie Bonstituent Assimi'nly, was acci^pti'd. dins was 
the most (hnno-iaiic method concuvable in the circumstances lor aiiiMii” at 
an apieed solulum 

While the t\)!i”ress was popnilaiisin'jj t.lie idea of the (lonstitnenl. Assiunbly 
and the eounliy AAas lookiipi toiwaiil to the leKumjit.ion of t:dks belween Bandit 
dawahailal and Air. .M. A. .linnah, the latter Si'raii” a siirpiisi' on the country in 
th(' stiape of ‘I >eri\eiance l)a>’ to be obsi'rved by the Alussalmans of India on 
liid.iy Deci'inhcr :!_d Bd'l'd. Air. .linmili ajipealed to the .Miissalmans to obsen'e 
tills d.iy as one ol t hanksy i\ me, that tlic flonaK'ss Boa'ci nineii ts liad at last ceased 
to funci.ion. Alci'tiiocs w’eic to l)c iidd to celebrate the ‘Day of 1 )eli\'(Manee’ fioni 
dyiiinny , o])pies,sion and iniuslict', dniinc the last two and a ball veais when tlie 
('onyicss minisli les, it was allipced, did their best to llont the Alnslim Oj'inioii, to 
d('stia>y Muslim cultmc, ami inteifered with their iclicions and social Ide and 
tramphil upon liicir political and economic licbls. Wdiile the ininistiifs wcie 
eondemned, the Bovi'inois were asked to inquire into the alleged chaiycs and yiaiit 
redress. 

The d)eliverance Day’ comiii”; as it did on tlie eve of Nclirn-Jinnah talks and 
nt a time w hen the count ly Avas passing ihionyli u sciions ]K)liticaI crihis took the 
count I y by siirpiise. (lundbiji in a slalcmeiif to the ]ness uddri'ssi'd an earnest 
appeal to Air. Jiiinah to call off the ‘ Debvm’ance Day’. Air. .linnah, arpued 
Ciamlliiji, liad taken upon his shouldei's the treinemloiiH ri'sponsibility of liidii”; 
both tiie accuser and the jndyc. On the one iiand, the Ooveinors w'ere leijiiested 
to examine the allcyations and, on the other hand, the vast mass of Mnssalmans 
were asked to cite tin* allcynlions liefore Bod as if they Avere pioved facts and on 
that account to tliaiik AJmiylit.y for deliverance. AVonld it not lie iipdit and 
proper to wait for the Ooveinors’ opinion before tlie I>e!ivi'rance Day W'as observed ? 
fsaidar Vallabhbhai Batel, C’haiiman of the Bailiameiitary Suh-Conimittee, in a 
Rtatcinent to the press, icpudiated the unfounded allegations made by Air. .linnah. 
lie staled that when the Alnslim Leayuc thionph the Bii’imr Cornmmit,tee fiist 
luade the eharyes uyainst the Con”iess Alinistries, lie instructed them to inquire 
into each alleyatiou ami submit a report. These rejiorts showed that the eharyes 
were entirely uutouuded Some mouths later, Dr. Rajendra Brosad, the Congress 
Biesideiit, otfered to submit the ehai'^es, if specified, to an independent tribunal 
for inquiry, but Air .Tiniiah spurned the offer, statin”; that he liad jilaced the 
eharyes beiore the Viceroy. When Mr. Jinnah had repeated the eharyes, Saidar 
Vallabhbhai had instructed every Premier to invite his Governor’s attention to them 
as they were also affected by the charges, and he was informed that the Governors 
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considered the charges as unwarranted. Jle was therefore constrained to characterise 
ti\e charges as wild, reckless and intended to endanjicr coniinimal ]teace. 4'he 
repetition of the unproved charjies was the nane deploralile in that J’andit Jawahar- 
lal and i\Ir. Jinnah were about to meet to exjdorc the iiossiliilities of a communal 
settlement. 

The chorus of disaiiproval cominii, even from INInslims i.iade INIr. Jinnah to 
chanp,c his ])()siiion. He said that he luul no quarrel with the Himlu (’omrnnnity. 
'’i’he i)eliveiance l»ay was to be oliserved by minoiines who had all been oppiessed 
by the Congress Government.. All alon^ (’onp,iess had }*een idcniili.'d liy him with 
the Hindu Commiinify, and Gonj^iess rnl(‘ as llindn lule ]\li-. Jinnah liy widenin'; 
the scope of the Oeliveiance Day tacitly adiuiMed that Ckineicss, vihal(‘\cr it may 
be, is not a Jlindu oit-’anisalion. As a matter of fact it iIk' Goiick'Ss as a nalional 
orcanisation with a political and economii^ inopiammc ha<l not jiaiticipaU'd in tlie 
pio\incial elections theie VNOuld have been only (haiominational ic|ucsentatives in 
the Assemblies, Jlie ('oneiess saved tJic countrx liom this catastloj lie. 

J'lie slalcment of Mr. .linnah aliout the celebiation ol ‘iteli\ ( iance Pay’ (“rented 
an embanassinc situation tor I’andit .lawahailal who was to resume talks with him 
in Pomliay. J he btati'ineiit. rcM'aled a wide enlf lielweeii the Coiiciess and the 
JMiislim Leapue with ri'fiaid to the ^ital political is^iu's ia'inc tlie conntiy. Also 
the distinst ot i\lr. .linnah was so deep as to make all iinit\ talks useless. J’andit 
.lawahailal woote to Mi. .linmdi to this etVect and asked il llicic was som<' common 
pionnd for discussions to yield finit. i\Ii. .Tiniiah K'plied that no common cjound 
was ])()ssible hist, ‘so hum as the Goimiess is not piepaied to t](“al tin' Muslim 
LeaL'iK* as the autlioiitafi\e and i(“pi(“Stntatne oijjanisation of the Mussalmans of 
India”, and second “lliat we, (tin* L(’acn(“.) caniiol endoisc ihe ('oncicss ihmand for 
the dci“laiation as laid down in tlu’ lesoliition ot tin' Woikine Gommitiei', conhimt'd 
by the All-India (Ancicss Gommillei' on Ot tober ht Id.id”. 'iin‘ ]>i('liminai v condi¬ 
tion cmjdiasised by Mr. .linnah iioolxcd iciindialion by tin* C'onyicss ol all those 
i\lusliins w ho ate not. in the Pea; tie. “'lliere weie'’ icjdicd randil Aehiu ‘‘a laiue 
numlx'r of iMnslims in the ('oneiess, who ha\e been and aie oia chocst, colleaeins, 
dh(“te aie ;Mnsiim oi panisal ions like the .! amiat - Pi-P'h'ma. tlie All India Miia 
Ponfeience, the ]\la|lis-i--Ahiar, tin' All India ]\Iomin ('onfcieme, etc., m art liom 
tiade unions whi'h iri\e many iNiuslims as their membi’is. As a ;cncial inhy many 
ol ihcsc or;:anisal ions and indi\idnalH luoe adoj'tid iJie same jolilical plattoim as 
we Inne done in the Conpit'ss. We eannot jmssihly dissociate ouisehes Ijcun tJjcm 
or tlisown them in any way.” 

Ill these elleunm!ances and willi this hack-piouiid the talks were droi>].ed. As 
in IdiiS so also now, it was not made known to the Ctinpiess what ]»ieciscly the 
demands of the Muslim Peacm* weie. 'lln* eomiminal piublem lemaiiied enmeshed 
ill the fo^ of iiielevant and impossdile “eondiiions ].ieeedeiit”. 

Bengal Dispnlo 

Wo have in an eailier section of the rcj.orl rc-lated tlie events leadiiiy to tlie 
discii'liiiaiy action taken aiainst Pliii Piilihas Cdnimiia Pose, the J’lcsidciit of the 
Ptneal id C. G. We pi\e heie Ihe Jiistoiy of tlie snhscipient e\cnts in Pciiyal. 

A ri'quisition mccliiic was called on .Inly I’h, Id.’iP of the Penpal Idoiincial 
Conerrss Pomniillcc at wlii. h tlu^ then existing Exei ulive Gonncil was disbol\(*d and 
a new ExciUtne Pouncil including (diice-ixaicis was elected, h'ooii alterwaids this 
Exeeuti\e (dnim il eonslitnted an Election 'jiibiinal for the ]>io\ince. (.'oinj-lainls 
were recei\e(l h\ the A 1. G. Gliice liom several memheis of the old Execuiive 
that the requisiiioii meeting of July ‘dh, Iddd, was invalid because (1) tlnue was not 
suhicii'iit notici* for the meeting as ie(iuiied under the iiih'S and tlie constitution of 
the Pengal J‘ G. Cd, (d) that the meeting and its ].] 0 ( cedinps weie malalidc as 
they weie meant to circumvent the constitution ] assed by the A. J. G. G. at 
Pjomliay regaHlmg the foimation of the Tiihunal, (ip that the persons appointed as 
memheis of the Tiihiimd weic not, impaitial and their upi)oiiitnH'iit defeated tlic 
imi'posc of the eoiislilutioii. J he Woiking C’ommitlee which met at Waidha in 
August last went lully into the malter and anthoiiscd the Picsident to ^e^iew the 
whole case and write the judgment. 

'ihe Piesideiit in ids jiKlgment reviewed in brief the sequence of events prior 
to the reqnisiti(jnod meeting ot the Pengal Id C. C. on .Inly dO. tSri Suhhas 
CJiandra Pose was unanimously elected as tlic luesident of the Pengal Id C. 0. as 
the icsnlt of a compromise on the part of the vaiions gioups within tlie P. C. O. 
Aecoiding to the eonquomiBe the Bengal President was to nominate the executive 
council within a week ot the meeting and in consullation with the groui> leaders. 



276 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ march ’39- 

'J'he prpsulrnf, of <lie 1\ C. C. however made the nominationfl to the 

execiilive out of time aiul without eonsiiltiii!A the lea<lers of tlie minority ttio'tj'S. 
To this, ohieclion was laised by the ojiposition lea<lers. J ii the meantime a fresli 
dispute aiose in eonneetion with tlio appointnnmt of the Eleetion 'I'l-ihiimil, as 
piovided for in the recently amended All India Constitution. d'Jie Woikin^: (Commi¬ 
ttee had fixed duly !5], Iddi) as the last date tor the appointment of the J’rovineial 
d'libunal. 'The A. I. C. (b Utliee and tin' rresident leceivi'd complaints that 
allhouyli the constitution as amended in Romhay liad come into force, rrovincial 
and District Triliunals had not been constituted in He.iuial to deal with the elec.tion 
dispuli's. instead they were heinjA dealt with in the old May. d'he I'n'sident as 
also the (leiuMal i^ecretary instrncti'd the P. (C (\ to appoint llie Tiihunal in 
conformity wiili the rules ol llie constitution as amemled at Itomhay and refer tlie 
election complaints to them. 'J'iie a]>pointment of the J’Jo^’incial election Tribunal 
however reipined at, least a three-fourths inajontN ()f the ])iovinci:il executive, d'his 
majority was not available to the Pii'sidi'iit in the hixecutivi' Council of Rental 
1\ Cb (b It WHS tlieudore thonyhl in’cessaiy to yet o\er this diHiculty by dissolvmy; 
the old Executne ami appomliny a new hXecutixe in wltich tlu* neci'ssaiy majoiity 
for the ajipointment oi the 'Tiibiiiuil may bu avuiluMe. A meeliny of the lb (b (C. nas 
reipiisilioni'd to elect, a new Ex(‘cuti\e. d he me<'ti!i;j as ufpiis 'oiu'd n as conveiu'd ; 
a new executive consisting of the sui'j'orters of the Ticsulcn was elected. 'Jliis 
executive ap]iointed the d'libnnal in teims ol the amended coinstn ntion. d he Ofipo- 
sitiou alleged that the new Exe^‘Uti^e was not ])iopcily electinl in as much as the 
reipiisition for the lb C. Cb meeliny was not siyned by the retpusite numlier of 
members, that notices were not duly received by sioeial membeis and tliat seven 
day’s clear notice was not yiven by ])Ost. or published in the newspaper as n^quiied 
by the ruh*s of the i’rovincial constitution, ddiese jillecations weie found 
substantijilly correct, d'hc following cxtiai-t from the IhcBident’s judgment sums 
u}) the case : 

When it is sought to dissfdvc the Exei*uti\e rouncil which had been formed 
by the Rresident under the auihoiily ol tlie Rio\incial Congiess Committee, without 
as^igning any leason in the notice and assiyning different reasons according to llie 
vaiying inclinations of uquisitionists, altei it has beim allowed to function in spile 
ol ]trotests, when the motive behiinl this mo\e is at least o]'en to suspicion and 
the dissolution and reconstiliilion ol the C.onncil n'sult in excluding a number of 
membeis belonging to the minority gionp lediicing them to much less than one- 
fouith and thus making the ai>pointmen1, ol the Idection d'jibiinal in accordance 
with the wishes of the majoiity without legaid to the ojunion ol tlie minority 
I'ossible, when ihe letter of leqnisition itsell has no endoisi’inent to show when it 
was i)iesented and when its inspection was not a\ailable to membeis, it is m'cessary 
to scrutinise the whole thing carefully and insist upon a stiirt. compliance with the 
rules of the Rengal R. C. C. T1 is Jias not been done and the meeting of .Iidy b'b. 
1939 was invalid tor want of sufficient and ]noper notice under the lules.' Its 
proceedings aie thereioie declaied null and \oid. dhe old Executive Council 
continues, dhe proceidings oi the new Executive Council held on July 3U and tJic 
a])poinlment ol Election d libunal are (qually null and void.’’ 

A meeting of the Rengal Jb tb (b held on August 30, 1939 review’ed the 

two decisions of the Winking ('ommittee—one lelating to the disciplinary 
action whicii was taki’ii against its i>iesident and another declaiing null and 
void the tuoceedings of tlie meeting of the Rengal R. Cb C. held on July b() 

1939 and tiie a])i>ointment of the Jhovincial dribunal. d'he long resolution it 
])asBed about these two matteis tliat “ddiis Committee desires to make it 
clear that if it, were to act in consonance with the opinion of the general 
})ubli(* it should toithwilh take the extieme step of defying the above two 
decisions of the Woiking Committee and such action would be enthusiastically 
received by the public of the province.” The Committee also expressed its 
opinion on a variety of matteis wliolly unconnected with the points at issue. 
It questioned the validity of the Working Committee itself. It reaffirmed its 
faith in the Executive Council and the Election Tribunal declared null and 

void by the decision of the Woiking Committee. It hoj'cd that “even at 

this stage the Woiking Committee will reconsider and rescind the above two 

decisions.” It further resolved that “jietiding the final decision of the Working 
Committee the post of the ITcsidcnt of the Rengal R. C. 0. be kept vacant 
ami all the busiiiess of the R. T. C. C. be transacted in consultation wiih 
bhri bubhas Chandra Rose”. 

The Working Committee which met at Wardba in September 1939 
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coiisideml this resolution of the Benf^al P. C. 0. It noied with refj;rct Unit 

not only the tone and ti-inper of the lesolntion hiit also its contents are 

objeetioLuihle in the extieine, wliolly unheconiinu of a, i)ro\ incial coinimttee in 
its relations to tlie WoikiHL; Connnittee and sm-h as wonld entitle this com¬ 
mittee to take scjioiis noiice of them” d’lie Committee decided that it saw no 
reason to revisf; its decisions which were taken solely in the inteiesis of tlie 
Congress orcanisalion. It thciefoie called njam tlie ilenp-l 1*. C. C. to pive 
effect to the two resolutions of the Woikint; Committee and lect a iircsidcnt 
for the P. C. C. 

Tlie Peiijral V. C. C. having failed to a]>|>oint the Trihmud in terms of 

the Congress constitution, the duly ol appoiniinc one (lcvo]\ed on the Woikini? 
Committee, d lie i’resident }>io])osed to the heeietaiy of the IhuiLal ]’. C. (h 
thiit if lie could Biift^est namt's to which all ^loii} s would he aioceahle he 

would advise the AYoikinu tdnnmittee to nominate them as mcmbeis of the 

dhilmnal. d'he h^ecretary howe\er could p,ive no a^iccd list, dhe AVovkin;:; 

Committee w'as thcrcloic constrained to ai»)»oint a tiihunal in terms of the 
constitution consisting of tin* followin}; mcniheis ; (I) Shii tt^atishcluuidia Cu}'ta, 
(d) Shri Rsliitish 1‘iasad Chattcijcc, (dj Shri J*ri>aranjan J^eri. 

d'he ICxecutivc Council of tin; Peniral Provincial Conuress Committee .at 
an emergent meeting adonted ccitain resolutions hy which it aiiain, in 
intemiierate lanciiace, condemned the decisions of the Woikint; Committee 
about Henpal and demanded their reeonsideiation and witluhawal In the 

meantime, comidaiiits iiad been received by the President about the non-eooi'era- 
tion of the B. 1’, (' C. ollicials with the Trilmnal wiiose a]>)>oiii1 meiit had 

been disapiiroi ed of by the B. P. C. C. Executive in one of its u’solutions. 
Ill particular, tlie Piesident had directed tlie B. C. C, i^ecretaiy to carry 

out ill the Kajsliahi dispute the inteiim Older of the 'j’rihunal ]iemliii|r final 
disjiosal of the dis]uite by the d'lihunal. The Exeeiilive had also lieen instructed 
to act uj) to the inovision of their constitution ii-quiiinc that all monies 

belonciii^ to the P>. B. C. C, he deposited in the bank in tin* name of the 
Tieasiirer of (he B. P. C. (.h These instructions had not been eariied out. 

The \Voikiuc Ltommittee eonsideicd the resolutions of (he B. P. C. C. 
Executive and noted with icp^rH “that the tone and Imnpcr of some of these 
resolutions are lii^hly ohjeetionable and wholly unheconiinc of a juMimial 
committee in its relations to the Working Committee and to ria-oid the 
wnniiiif; that if ]'elhi^ted in, the AVoikin^ Committee, will feci com jelled to 
lake notice of the hame.” 'J he Workinc; Committee also had leceised certain 

eomjdaints rejiaulinjr acts and omissions ol the Bengal Pioviiicial lixi'cutive. 

d'Jie Working Committee noted that the lk*ngal Exeiuti\e Ckmiieil had not 
been following sections b8 and iiO of the Bengal P. C. C. coiisiilution 
retpiiiiiig that all moneys realised for the Bengal P. C. C. shall be deposittd 
ift tbe Bank tliiough the d'leasuier and all withdrawals to be made by cliecpies 
issued under the joint signatuies of tlie I’lesident or 8e<ietaiy and the 
d'leasuicr and tliat the Becietary may kce]j with liiin uii to Us. It'd as 
inijnest cnsli. The Uecretaiy of the Benpal P. C. C. was asked to submit 
without delay to tlie A. 1. t'. C. OtHce copies of llie audit lepoil tor the year 
]T17 and UCS. d'he Woiking Committee also in compliance willi the anii le 
XX (d) of the constitution (lepuled the aiulitois of the A. T. C. C' to audit 
the accounts of tlie Bengal J*. C’. C. for the years and U.Cti u]> to 

October dl aiul all other speeial funds eonnecti'd with the Ik U. C. C. and to 
submit their leport befoic the next meeting of (he AYoikiiig ('ommiltee. d'he 
exeeutivc of the B. P. C. C. weie din'ctt'd to lender full coojK'ralion to tlie aiulitors. 

d'he Woiking C\)mmittee further regiettcd that insj ite of their resolution 
on the subject tlie Bengal Exei-u(i\e Council passed a resolution requesting the 
Leader of the Bengal Legislative Party to hand over the A. 1. C. C. fund 
formed out of the eoiitlihutiona of the CongK'ss legislatois in Jk*ngal to (he 
B. P. C. C d'he Woiking Committee requested the Leader of the Bi'ugal 
Congress T.«eg'8laiive Party to transfer tbe amount of this fund to Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad. 

Tbe Woiking Committee rcaftlnned the appointment of the Eleilion Tribunal 
for Bengal. It disaiqnoved of the resolution of the Bengal Executive relating 
to the diibunnl which the W’oiking Committee was coni]>elled to appoint in 
terms of the Congress eonstitution. The persons constituting the Iribniial were, 
in the oidnion of the Working Committee, not eonnected with any jiarty and 
could deal with the disputes in a detached and impartial manner. 
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The Workinn: Committee re.^icttcfl the action of the Secretary of the Eenj^nl 
P. C. C. in counteim!\mlin,<;- the int(Mim order of the 1‘rovincial Election Tribunal 
and directing the Buhordinate Committees through the i>resB to act in contraven¬ 
tion of the okU'I's ol the 'J'lihunal. 'J’he (Committee called nj^on tlic Secretary to 
lormally wilhdiaw the same and i>ul)lish the fact of such withdrawal in the 
piess. 

The Executive Council of the P. 1^. C. C. while it elected a new president of 
tlic B. 1\ C. C. on the advice of Siiri Snhhas Chandra Bosl^ dej)lored the decision 
ol tlie AVotking Ch)mmittee regaiding the Election 'rnbunal a)^])ointed by the 
Woiking Coinmiitcc and ('xi>rcssc«l its eomi'lcte want of eonrideiK'o in it. 'The 
Si'cietary of the B. P tb also failed to cany out the Hi ecitic direction givim 
to Idm about liaishahi by the AVoiking Committee. Enable to funclion in 
the absnice of coo'geiation from the B P. C. C. the members of the ddibunal 
tcndcH'd their lesignations. 

'Ihe Woiking Commit,lee in its mnhing deplored tliis slate of tliingR in 
Bengal, and said tliat tlic silnalion called for drastic action under Ailicle 
XI 11 C (in blit tlii'v rcfiaincd tuun such action in view ol tlie aj>j'roaching 
electimis. Blit it was nccessaiy to take slejis to ensure lair election 'I'o this 
end the Woiking Commitl.ee aj)|)oinlcd an (i</ //or/ eonimitti'i^ uith Manlana 
Abnl Kalam Azad as Chan man to make all necessary ai i angemeii is in connec¬ 
tion with elections ol d/degates to the n(‘\t Con;ness and Coiigi<‘ss (lommil lees 
in the province. 'Ihe B. J’. (J. C. and others concerned Mere diiecled to give 
c(H)[)eration to this ad hor cmnnutlee. 

Tlie Woiking Commit, tee requested the members of the Election Tribunal to 
withdraw tlnii resignaiions. 

'Jhe Working Committee consideied the audit report submitted by IMessrs. S. 
P. Batlib)*! & ; ). i ncorpoi ated Aci-ounlanls, Calcutta, appoiiiU'd by 'them to go 
into the B. Jb Cb 0. a<-couuts. 'Jh(^ audiiois icicivcd but partial coopeialion firnn 
the B. i*. (b othc'ials. J'^iom the tacts as disilosed in the icpoit, it apjX'aicd 
as the Woiking Committee resolution stated that the Secietaiy ol tiie B. j’ C. C. 
had laih'd to put its funds in a bank as iie was binnid tci do. It Mas (juite cU'ar 
that the ^eciclaiy Mas mtt in a position to pioilme the Mlu»h' or any ]ait ol the 
bal arne <)t the funds, admitted h\ him to he with l.im on that day and lliat a sum 
amoiiniiug to Bs. J(i;5,lb’)-7 was not pioduced mu baukul by the Ctcu'laiv up to 
Di'ceir.hci lb, ft.b) oil whi<‘h date and long piior tlH>i<‘li> llu- mIioIc ol thatnioiu'y 
ought to have been at least n-ady for I'loductmn if no! alieady banked. Besides 
tins the state ol atUnis as diselosed by the audit shoMcd that books, ].a].cis and 
vouebeiB Mere not legulaily kept. 

The Woiktng t'ornmitiee eonsiderfd this state of things to bi' extn'nu'ly un- 
satisfaeiory. It Mas gia-itly di'tinmntal to the, ]uestige ol tin' P>. lb Cb tb'tbal a 
huge easii liahtnee Minch at llu* IomcsI eompulation canu’ to on er ten tlionsand 
rti}>ces should remain nnbanked and oflnuMise iinai/ounted foi. 'i lu; Corniniltee 
dcsiu'd tlie t^icutioy and dieasunr to take iinmediate' sle'ps to kc(']> ])io]>('r accounts 
and see tbal monies ao' disluusi’d in strict actoidaiice Miili llie iiih'S of lb lb Cb tb 

d iu' Execiil i\e t'ouncil ol tin; Bengal lb C. C. considci(d th(‘ lesolntion ol 
the Woi king Coinmittee a]»poiniiim an <id her cominiitei for (ombicting elections 
in P/engal. dhe Council eiiaiacii iised tlie aj>pr>iii(inent as Cinconslitiitional, ultra 
vtrrti and exiaite, bi'sides bcine biLli-liamleil and uii m ai i aiitt'd.'’ '1 he CWuiieil (le- 
elined to accc’pt tlie decision ol ilje ^\o!kina Comiiniii'e and riRoBed to continue 
functioning in accoidaiice Milh the eoimliiulion ol the Coiiluss and B. lb C. Cb 
The Coiim il also lesohi'd as an enieim'ucy measuie to i)lace }!s. lO.UCO in *1,lie 
liands ot t^liii Subhas ('hamlra Bose to exi'v'iile tJie jiiesent and liitiiie ]>iogi'ammc 
ol Ihe B, P. C. (b dJiis giant piaelically exliaiisled the cash balance in the bank 
to the ciedit of B. lb (b Cb dhis ainoiinl. (onsists ol the niovincial share of the 
])roceeds ol jiiiniaiy menibersliii) M'luch should lie and is oidinaiily used by the new 
lb Cb (b 

diie 8eeietary of tlie B. P. C. C. issued a eireiilar to the distiiet committees 
asking^tliem not to recognise the ad hoc committee and eontiniie to deal Mith tlie 

dhc Bengal P. C. C. M'hieh met aftorwaids to consider the situation recorded 
it.s protest against the ajii ointment ot the ud hoc committee hut at the same time 
‘Tainestly requested the W’oiking Committee to kx onsider llieir lesolution and not 
to loisi llieir nuManted ad hoc committee on Bingal eongussmen. It hoMever took 
no aceount of the resolution of its Executive C.'oumil letusing to aeee])t the ad hoc 
committeo and the Becretary’s circular to all suboidinate committccB asking them 
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to (iiHol)py the Woikinji; (^orniriilloo roKoliition and not to cooiterale witli the nd hoc 
committee. (Jn tlie oilier hand the rcBohniou “iccoided its full confidence in llie 
present execuIive couneil, the Ihesident, l^een'lnry and oliice-hiareis of (lie committee 
and rccpicHls them to deal with the situation as it amse.'’ It reqnesU'd its Ih'csi- 
dent, and Shri Sarat C’handia Dose to renii'Sent its case at tlie next meeting, of 
the Woikine, (d om ini' 

d'he Woikine Committee at tlndr mei'ting eonsideied tlie i ^(dll(ion of (lie B. 
P. C. C. and iis lOxeciit ive. It lu'aid t^lni t-^,i:at. ('hand'a at h'neth and de¬ 

cided not. to al'er pie\ions iCMdiitions. '.1 he E\cru!i\e. t'onneil (4 laneal lias since 
leiterated its ddei ininai lou to disicond and disohey tlu' i i'>nl ii: ion oi thi' \\'oiking 
Committee and lias called OMm the sidio: dma o* (tiunniii !< i s not to (ooiiaale i\ilh 
the Of/ hac I'deciioii C'oinmillce {injatiiitcd hy ll.e Woik’iie h’oin in 1 1 Ua-. Elections 
aie however hi'inc, oi-aiii^cd h\ tin* Eoninrpice and many dn lin-ls and other (om- 
milt(‘es are coo;.<'i at iin; ^\ilh t' e Eh* lion ('oniniit (c*. jt is iiii foi tiinatf* that on 
a •count, ol this (am 1 1 o\(’i's\ and. jil 11 1 in'e o‘ non-coopci .• ;on and dcllaina' ot the Beiuod 
J'lovincial Coneicss t'onimiilce and its Eac<‘ii 11 \ e ( onm li, tin* elections could not, 
he compli'tcfl in linn* to < nn.hle the in ngal (h-lceat' s to l articiiaU* in the Eiisi- 
dential eh'cltoii. It, i-. hoj.cd, howf'ver, ili it (‘n* eicciioiis Mill he completed in time 
for the meeiinsH oi .Ml India Coneics.s (tnnmittf'e on tlie e\e of the CVmpocss aiul 
that tin* dch'patcb icpi e.-^entine mo^i, ol tlu; (list«iris will j(;:ii I la* (dmgu'ss. 

It h:is lua 11 stalcil that the Election did'-iinil api'Ointed hv the \\’oiking (oim- 
mittee had lesisiicd. '1 lu* Wotkine ('otnmi'tcc aip.intcd another d'nhunal in its 
]»'‘U‘e consistiiiL; ol Slni Atnl (diamha (oip'a as Chaiiman and P'hiis Biiendia 
Kumar De and Bliin ciniia Kumar Bose as memiicis and liiey have hecii function¬ 
ing since their appoini mcnl. 

]n spitf* oi the < h-ai and o;ien flcjiance hy the Ik\eciiti\e Council, the Wotking 
Clommiltee did not consider it Mec<-ss:ii v to take any Iiut.hei tiction in ^ie\v ol tiui 
forthcoming t'lcctions. However on Ee'»'. nary 'J7, the t^duincil ol Hm* Bengal B. C. 
C. passed :i leholniion disaiiiliating the iMyniensimg Hoogly and Jchscufe Idstiict 
CVmgri'Ss Committees for coopf'iating Mith the Ih-ngal Congicss Elcctim Comuiitlf'e 
appoiiiti'd hy tlu* \Voiking C’ommiHee. ddiis coiistiliited not only - eliance of the 
\\’oiking BVimmiUee fiidcis hut it was an incitenunt to all snhoidinate committees 
in Bengal to dely the inst i net tons of a body sitju'iior in jurisdiction to the Bi'iigal 
B. C. C. if the woik ed' clcidion had to uo on smoothly, siihoidinate committees 
that M'cre coopeiating with the Election Committee tu'eded juotection. TJie Wot king 
(mmmiiiee tit tlu'ir meeiing of B'ehuiai y dV was thcicluie constiained to pass tlie 
loIloM ing resolution : 

^‘Ihe W'oikinu Conimittee understand that the Bengal V. C. C. lias ]>nssed a 
n'solnlion imipoiting to disalliliate the i\I\mensiug, IBioghli and the Jc'SSvire distiiet 
(.dmgiess tk.mimil i.cf's on accimiit, ol their coopeiation Midi thf* C'ongress Election 
Conimittt*e appointed hy the Woiking Committee hy its lesolution oi Hi'c. last, d he 
rf‘S()lution ol tin; Exi'ciitive Council of tiie Bengal BioMiuial Congiess Committee 
(‘oniing as it does after a semes of U'-ts of defiance ol the Woiktng ('ommitlf'c h'avcs no 
r(>oin lor any luitlier condonation of their indiscijiiine. 'Bhe WOiking. Commitlt'c, tliere- 
for<‘, calls upon the Bengal B. C. C. to show cause wiiy it should not, hi* disalhliaied 
undf'r Article Xlll of the Congress Conslilution. ddie Piesidf'iit is autliotiscd jiltt'r 
receiving such explanation as may he oth*ied to take action thf’ri'on and, if satisfied, 
to puss oidi'rs M’ithdi awing all recognition lioni t!ie pi<*sent Bengal Bio\incial Con- 
gicbs Committee and fnrtlier authoiises him lo lake such luither a-tion as mtiy 
be necessary in consequence thcieoi for earning on the Congiess work in that 
luovince. 

‘^'I'he Distrii't Congress Committees of 'Mymcnsiiudi, IfooL’ly and Jessore and 
all other district c-oinmittces in Bengal aie hcrchy infoimed (hat till actions tjdo’n 
i)y the Bengal B. C. C. or its Executive Council for disaiiiliating and otherMise 
interfering with their loyalty to the resolutiinis and direcliuns of the Woiking Com- 
mitee are null and void and s'lall liave no efl'cct. 

‘‘Bending final ordi'is hy the Bresident after recei|)t of :iny explanation tliat the 
Bengal P. C. 0. or its Executive Council oltcis, (he Bengal B. C. C. and its Execu¬ 
tive Council are suspended and their jioweis shall be exercised by the ufoicmen- 
tioned Election Committee.” 

Affairs in Indian States 

The year lO.'IS saw the rai>id gronth of political consciousnesB in Indian 
States. 'J'he movement for civil liberties ami self-government sjuead over all the 
States, big and small. The princes naturally looked upon this with suspicion and 




280 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ march ’39- 

hoHtility. They Buppressed the movement with violence. To some States where the 
movement wms too stion^ for suppression an }it.tem}>t was made to come to terms. 
It was liowever soon discovered tliat this was only a device to ^ain time. d'Jie 
rulci's in their ctrort to (‘omhat the ndonn movement, like their Britisli masteis, 
did not hesitate to foment communal ])asBi()n8. In some jilaces as in Linit)di the 
criminal elements w('ie eneouraeed to harass the reformers. 

'1 he enthusiasm in some Slates owin<;- to the nature and extent of repression 
could not he always confined to non-violent means in a few places there was some 
violence, d'lie leaders were new to the teidinique of satya^rah. Vioh'iiee uave tJie 
authorities op])ortunity for severe repression. 'The people were not trained to the 
sai-rifices neci'ssary for a proloii'^ed slru;i^le. In smaller States, wlu're the ie])res- 
sion was most, inhuman, the poindation was too small to keci) up the li^ht tor 
loni;. Help fiom outside could not do mmdi. It was, thereloie, felt, that if the 
t(Mn]>o ol tin' mo\('ment was not, rc;;nlated, there wouhl bo reaction and demoralisa¬ 
tion. (huidhiji sens(’d tlie daimcr. He thend'ore advised suspension of ci\'il dis- 
olx'dienee in se\('ral Slates, and asked the })eo|)le to concentrate on the constructive 
]>ro_;rHmme to ]iiepaie tfiemselves better tor a futun; fiiAht. 

d'he ]all amount ]>o\v('r looked not only unconcerned while all this repression 
was coin:; on, biif remh'red liclj) by means of troops wherever the demand tvas 
made foi ttnuu. It afloids prot(‘ction to the Slates without insislin.”; iijxm justice 
heme; done to llie people of the Slates. Whenever it is the ipu'stiou of its own 
interest and the prc'sliee of its luilitical department tlmre is no liesitation to inter¬ 
fere. Killers ha\e laam dethroned and exiled for reasons l>est known to the l‘oliti- 
cal 1 )('partment. ddie ostensible reason is mis^overnment. But iniscoverument 
only means failure to carry out the will of the isolitieal department or any of its 
(Ulicers. Keal mispovernim'ut is not tlie concern of the ])aramount ]>ower. It 
loleiaies no'diaeval buibaiism. In Biitish India the })riiu*es are ns(>d like minoritit'S 
for fiustratine. Indian aspirations. They are one of the minoritii's and are the 
soocial charpe of the ])aramount power. They were inti’oduced in the ])roposed 
kh'deration to defeat the will of the Indian peojde to freedom. 'I'he k'ederation has 
disappeared from the sfape but, the war has come in to till the pap, 'J'he ])rinces 
protest at the top of their voices their loyalty to the ])aramount power and their 
love tor liheily and democracy. They have been vyinp witli eaidi other in the ex- 
])resRioii of their idi'iilitication with the British empire, d'hey Inive jdaced all their 
re'^ouices at the disj)ostd of the crowm. Tlicy all are in alliance with the so-calh'd 
democratic ]'Oweis and apainst Hitlerism which they (daim to hate except in their 
own little leriitory. Neither th(^ Biitish (dovernment nor the piinces see the 
humour of the situation. Helf inten^st, liowevcr it may laupn in piivate, keeps up 
a]>pearances in i)ublic. The Viceioy poes ahoiit eommendinp this loyally as if it 
w(Me the free expiession oL normal, healthy individuals wdio love thinps that are 
pood and licautlful and hate injiislit'e, tyranny and oppiession. 'I’he ]>rinc('H are the 
ereatnres of the present order and tlicy know they liavc no existence apart from it. 
With it they sink or swim, 'j'he ])araiuoiint power rccopniscs tlnur utility as that ot 
the minoiitii's in India to show to adonbliiip world tliat India needs I'.npland and is 
behind it. They must liave their rcwaid. Tiie ]) 0 \vcr that keeps alive the tyranny 
of these princes stands sclf-condcmiUMl, Howewer mistaken he the ideas of Hitler, 
he lahoiiis and woiks for what, lie wronply considers to he tlie pood of his people. 
]d)r whose j'oud does the i>iincely older exist, and wliom does it represent, whom 
doi'S it, henetir, ? Kiipland by uhmtifvinp itself with tlitr cause of autocracy in the 
f^tates only shows that in India it occui'ics the. same ])osition as the princes and 
therefore there is natural fiateinisation. d'he princes are useful to Britain ; ITritaiu 
is iiBcfnl to tlumi. 

We pive below the course of events in some of the Indian Btates : 

In Travancore 

Travancore is supposed to bo one of the most advanced and propressive States 
in India. It lias as its Diwan Sir B. C. Kamaswami Tver, once a nationalist. And 
yid, the ]»olicy adoi)tcd by the Travam-ore Administiation towards the movement 
for res]K)nsible povenimcnt in tiie State has been reactionary in the extreme. In 
ThdH the State Conpress was poaded into a campaipn of civil resistance apainst a 
series of arbitrary ordi'rs issued by the 'rravancore (ioveniment jiroliihiiinp meetinps 
of the State Conpress wdthin the State. One of these orders dec dared the entire 
orpauisation of the State Conpress illepid. 'Idie movement of civil resistance pained 
momentum as time iiassed. Refuession includiiip tirinp on unarmed crowds was 
resorted to. About 600 people were put behind prison bars. The Government 
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ronlised that the movement war too Rtroim and widespread for suppression. The 
OCX) ])risoiicr8 were nncoiKlitioiuilly released and some sort of civil liberty established. 
Rut the iron hand of repression was not lo“^ iji a[)pearin^ a[;ain. The State 
Congress was a tliorn in the side of the bureain'ralic administration. In 1939 
civil resistance was renewed. A general roiind-iij) followed. .Inst when Travancore 
was in the thick of the light Gandliiji advised suspension, ''he Travancore Congress 
faithfully obeyed Caudhiji’s advice. Tlie halt was called to gi\e the Divvari an 
opportunity to reconsider the situation cicaled by his wrong ])olicy and render 
justice to the Slate Congress, (.bnespondence was exchanged between " the Divvan 
and the State Congress. 'J'he Liwan laid down impohsiblo conditions for a 
settlement. All talk of reRponsil)le government was to ceas(‘ and whatever 
constitutional refoims the Diwan might inlio<luce must in; preceiled by an 
ahuindonment by the State Congress of any org.aniscd etrort for responsible 
government. 

When negotiations failed, the Stale (’Congress resumed its constructive activities 
and the Diwan Ids leprcssive ]>olicy. 'J lie Diwan's wialli was visited on scvcial 
newspai'eis in the State, d’heie was a fall in the nnm'ner ol jonniats winch catcied 
for the education of the ]mblic. A seiies ol measuies were adopted for bieaking 
the pieslige and pow('r of the Stale Congicss. A deputation wailed on Candhiji 
to aecpiaint him with the wotseidng situation in Traxancoie and obtain his advice. 
()n a study of all the fa'Ms (Candhiji found Idmself unable to resist the demand 
for a renewal of the struggle, lie ]iow('v»'r laid down iris indisja'iisalile conditions 
v-f non-violence and dis-upline. Tlie peojde are pieparing themsehes for a furtlier 
struggle. The Diwan is using the jJea of war in Kuiope for perpetuating and 
accentuating the policy of rejiression. 

In Mysore : 

Tl'ie agreement arri\ed at in 193S betw’een the l^iwan Sii Alir/.a Tsmail and 
Saidar Vallabhbhai J’at(‘l and Kiij>alaiiiji juovial an niu'asy tnicc. I'londses made 
were not kept by the administration, 'llie ordiu' of depoilation j.assed against tw'O 
Alysoreans on the plea that' they wcie not i\Dsoieans was not witiidiawn. The 
ju'ohibition order passrd under section 111 ('r. P. C. foihidding the j)uldic fiom 
luddiug any meeting in tlu; 'i'own Hall maidan in Mysore was not only not 

witiidiawn hut lenmved on expir\. 'Jhe llnal blow to tlie j'aet came when the 
Coveriimeiit lefiised to ac.u'pi, a siihslilute muuinee of the C'ongiess for a seat on 
the Ih'forms C'oinmit ((e. 3 he geioleman Iiohling the seat on hehalf of tiie 
CVmgvess K'signed the numihciship ol liii* (‘ongiess and thus disiaititled himself to 
reju'esent the (Jongiess '1 lie Co\eNinient howcAer relusial to fill this seat by 
another nominee ol tlie ('oneness. No ^ea^on was given for the letusal. 'Jdieae 
aibitrary acts of the admini.-t: at ion w'e:e siv nilieant ol th.e new mentality governing 
it. 'J’be State (huign'ss was in no mood to a» quiesi e Reloie however lesuming 
the struggle tlu'y wanted to exi loK' all means ol avoiding it. 'J'lie t^mgress sought 
interviews with the Diwan but there was no response fiom the latter. Theie was 
no w'ay of ending tins stalemate exeejit liiioiivh u lesiimiition of ihe stiuggle. 

Dresli eflbiis foi a rapproch(unent were liowu'ver diieeted to he made by the 
\V{)iking (lommiltee of the Slate <'onaiess hefoie lannehing civil resistance. Jst 
Septviulier 19;i9 was fixi'd as the lime limit alter the exiiiy of which they would 
be flee to take an ag;: icssivt' liiu' of action. 1st of Scigcmhcr <'amc without the 
least resjumse fiom the Covenimeut. The tight was launched. Ihe rejivessive 

machinery of tlu' Stale is now woiking in full swing. Candhiji has ag>bi advised 
BUSjienBioii and his advice has been aeeejitcd. 

Ill Jaipur ; 

Tt will he iTcalled that Shii Jamnalal Bajaj, member of the Working 

Committee and I’resident of tlie .Jaipur Piaja Alandal was arrested in Eehruary 

19J9 for defying an older j>rohihiting him from entry into Jaipur State. He was 

going there for famine relicl and to j>rcsidc over a meeting of the Praja Mandal 
wliicli w'as not an ilhgal association, lie was released in August after a harnissing 
detention of moie than six months Soon after his release Jamnalalji engaged 

himself in exploriii; iiossihiliiies ot a sa*isla< tory selth-mdit l)etwecii the Jaipur 
Durbar and the Jaipur Praja Mandal. 'J'he Piaja IMandal had launched a camiiaigii 
of civil resistance for wdnning not rcsponsihle government but elementary civil 
liberties, the liberty to juirsne conHirnetivc aetivifies and peaceful educative 
projinganda among the masses with a view to luep'aiiug them for reBponeible 

government undci' the aegis of the Maharaja. 

36 
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Shortly afler the release of Shri Jamnalalji the Piihlic Meetinp^s and Ih-ocession 
Regulation Act was repealed. This was hut a small concession and fell short of 
the ])Opnlar demand. It however indicated the willinp:nes8 of the authorities 
to end the tension and a])j>oase the ])eopIc. Shri Jamnalalji therefore liad a 
series of interviews with the Maharaja and pressed the popular demand witli his 
accustomed ])aticnce 'Ptic interviews yiehhal the desired settlement. Tiie main 
terms of the sctllement were (i) the release of pohticail prisoners, (ii) the 
lifting of han on all newspapers (iii) satisfactory amendment of the ruhlic 
Societies Act so as io render unnecessary for a society to p,et itself rep,istered. 

The settlement was wclcomeil in all quarters in Jai}>ur as a fitting rcstdt of 
the quiet and di^nilicd stru'^p.le of the ])eople for civil lilierties. 

d’hc latest news from Jaipur is however distiirhiUL:,. d'hc I’raja Mandal is 
asked hy the authorities to p;et itsc'lf registered. This is manifestly contrary to the 
Durhar-Praja Mandal Ap,recnicnt. Ncii,otiations are afoot for averting; this breach of 
the ap,reement. 


In Hyderabad 

Ilydcrahad is a fstate with the laiyest ])opulation and the larpiest revenue. It 
is also, next to Kashmir, the laruTst State in ])oint of territory. Hut ]H)litically it 
is amou}; the most, backward and reactionary Stat('s. ''J'he State takes ])articular 
caie to prevent the entiy of ‘undesirable outsiders’ into the Slate. Olten the lead¬ 
ing; Indian pajicis aie luohibitial entry into the State tmuitoiy. 

'i'h(' Aiya Satyauiah which went, on in Hyderabad for over a year liad a 
Bueeessful endinp. 'J'lic Nizam (lovi'rnrnent conceded in substance the relipious 
demands for which the Salyaerah w'as launched. J'he Satyaprah wuis withdiawn, 
but not beloi’c tlie salyapraliis liad umlcrpone the humiliations and misciies of a 
State jail. Scviual ]trisoner died in jail. 

J'iie GovciniiK'nt also announced a scheme of so railed reforms. The reforms 
are no advance over the existinp system. 'The bulky report of the Hefornis Commi¬ 
ttee has tiied to ]»ro\e tiie unsuitability of resjionsible and iepreseiitative Government 
for the ])eople of the State. J'he soveieipnty, in other wonls, tlie autocracy of the 
Nizam lias Ixhmi allirmed and reatlirmed and e\ery ellort to detract from its absolute 
ebaraeter is disconnlenanced, J'o aive the refoims bowexer a ‘propressive’ appearance 
a scheme is formulated for establisliiiip jiancbayats in xillapes. J'he crux of the 
))rol)lcm in ilvleiabad today is that of civil liberties. J'hey find no place any- 
wlieie in the ‘Reforms.’ J'he ban on the Hyderabad State Conpiess still coiitiimes. 

In Orissa : 

The Workinp Committee of Orissa People’s Conference ai>pointed a Commitloe 
of inquiry to po into the (condition of affairs iii various States in (trissa. J'lic report 
submitted is a revealinp document. J'he state of tliinps disclosed is iudescrihahly 
had and is pomp from had to wan sc. The princes of nmst of these States li\ e a 
life of cxtiavapance ami sclf-iudulpence. J'he lilierty and i)ropeity and hie of their 
subjects arc at their arbitrary disposal. J'he report details inciedihle tales of 
tyranny and vice. J'he ])rinces with ]) 0 ssihly one or two exceptions spend at least 
.hU per cent of the reviaiuc on themselves, tlu'ir family and their favourites. A 
coiisiderahle hulk of tlie remainiiip ,ht) jier cent, if not tlie whoh; of it, is siieiit on 
])ers()iis cmiiloyed for cxactiiip taxes ami practisinp extortions. Civil lilierties are an 
uiiknow'u phenomenon. Public meetiiips are not j>erniitled, iiewsjiapers are haiined 
at will. Detentions witliout trial, summary ])iinisliment of iiicouvenieiit subjects, 
arbitrary confiscations of ]>ropcrty, extortionate fines, hcatinps and torture are of 
frequci 1 1 occ-u rreiicc. 

The iieojile petitioned rejicatedly to the iipenis of the Paramount power from 
wliom the doiiips of the princes are not eoiieealed, for relief, but with little success. 
J’he ])owcr that nurses the petty states fails to provide ])rolection to the poor ami 
ojipresscd peo[)le. If their doiiips were known to an averape Enplishman, he would 
hanp his head in shame for his country. Hut Imperialism knows neither sliamo 
nor humanity. In sheer desperation tlie people took to civil resistance with its 
consequent woe and sutferinp. J'his was represented as a<*tive rebellion, Hrilish 
troops were called to assist the State forces in sujxpicssinp this rebellion. Several 
people were shot down in Dlienkanal, Ganppnr and Ranpiir. Unable to bear this 
repression a great exodus took place from these States. From 25 to 30 thousand 
]»cople migrated into the ])roviiicc of Orissa. A ilcmand supj)ortc(l by the British 
authority came from the rulers for the extradition of the leaders of the exodus. 
The Congress Governraent in Orissa refused to agree to this demand. At one time 
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a ministerial crisis was threafcned. Rut the miuistiy resisted to the last the 
pressure from the (lovernor. G:in^:pur was anotlier tragedy. A ])eaeeful crowd was 
lired upon resulting in a p:,reat number of deaths. 'J'he poi'ular demand for an 
inquiry was refused. The President of the States lVo))leH Conference appointed a 
Committee of Inquiry hut tlie Rritish a^^ent refused permission to this Committee 
to enter tiie State coiuanned. 

The British otficials ])romised redress and reform. But nothmg has yet been 
done or is likely to be done. 


In Lirabdi : 

Limbili is a small State in Kathiavvad. It has a population of 40,000 and an 
averaf^e annual revenue of Rs. b.lMJ.LKK), 'J'he incidenre of taxation f>er capita in 
this state is Us. C'J.o. as a;;ainst Hs. h.-h for India. Every conceivalile article of 
commerce is a state monoiK)ly. 'i'he reader can imagine the oi)pression practised in 
iiiijxjsin^ the monopolies on an impoveiished ])casantry. When repeated entreaties 
and rei)rcsentations h)r relief failed the jieoi>le under the p,uidancc of the Praja 
Mandal had recourse to civil resistance. Tliis was suj)pres8ed with friphtlul 
rei)ression. The peasants wcie hunted out of their homes. Tlie merchant class 
which formed the backbone of the movement came in fur B[)ecial attention. Their 
houses were allowed to be burnt and their ]>roperty looted. When their life was 
made uidiearable they performed Ilijrat. Some people weakened under this terrilde 
steamroller of rei)ression but olheis held on and are in exile. 

To make a show of con<*ession to the popular demand, some reforms are 
announced. They are an eye-wash. 

What has been narrated heie is true of other Slates also. Details vary but 
the main outline is the same everywhere. Kashmir, Slates in the I’unjab. Kajiaitana, 
Kalbiawad, Kainatak, C-ential India and Simla Stales all tell the same tale of 
])e()plc awakening; to the sub-human conditions of their existeme, and musteiing 
courage to live healthier and more normal lives and the same tale of reiuession, 
woe and suflering. 

'Phe All Indta States Peoi>les ('onference met this year at Ludhiana under the 
JM-esidency of Pandit .lawahailal Nehru, it was a great succi'ss. It took stock of 
political awakening in States big and small. It jiassed a number of resolutions 
covering various aspects of the States piolilcm. It welcomed tiie great awakening 
among the I'enjile of the States all ove.r India and the piogiess made by them in 
tlu'ir struggle lor responsible government and establishment of ci\il liberty. It 
dimianded the liquidation of the Indian States system. It expressed its a])])ieciation 
of and gratitude to the National leaders, siicj-ially Alahatma Gandhi for the lead 
ihey Imd given in the stiugglos of the States peoi>les and the part they are taking 
in guiding these. 

'Phe Conference passed resolutions cxiwessing its solidarity with the people in 
Kashmir Jammu, itajkot, Mysore, Jaipur, Mewar and other States in their struggle 
for responsible government. It expressed its consideied oi>iniou that only tliose 

Slates which have a })oi)ulation exceeding L’U lakhs or revenue exceeding oO lakhs 
could be units of a fedeiated India. 'Hie rest of the States were to be suitably 
amalgamated. 

It called upon the ])ublic workers to organise constructive work, i)articularly in 
the villages, such as Bi)inning, weaving, ])rohibilion, sanitation, communal unity, 
medical relief and literacy etc. and through these services to secure the confidence 
of the masses. 

In view of this awakening and the Congress ])olicy with regard to it, 

the Conference resolved that the struggle in Indian States should be coordi¬ 
nated with the wider stiuggle for Indian Independence. It authoiised the 

Standing Committee to take sie])s to this end. The standing committee of the 
All-India State’s Ueoples Conference adopted a resolution at Wardha authorising 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr. Pattabhi Silaramayya to represent the 
States Standing Committee before the Woiking Committee of Congress. 

Congress Governments 

The Congress Ministries resigned in the first week of October for reasons 
set forth in another ])urt of the report. They functioned altogether for two 
years and some months. We give here a brief statement in figures of the 
benefits that have accrued to the ])eople through the various legislative and 
executive measures undertaken by them while in otlice. 

These benefits were not confined to any particular community but were 
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for the p:enoral masfl of the peo})le- In Rombay alone, the public, specially 
the poor, gained about Bcven crorcs annually from only 3 items, namely, 
])rohibirion, lal)oar and land legislation. Jji addition to tliis the ]ieaBants gained 
about -^0 crores owing to the I)el)t Ivedemj>tioii legislation. Other provinces 
show as great advantages at^cruing to tlic ])ublic from the ])oli(‘ies followed by 
Congress (havernments. 

The lignrcs gi\en here arc not exhaustive. They represent oidy a part 
of the benelils eonfeired by the Congress Governments. M'heir activities in Uie 
field of literacy, village uplift and social amelioration of tlic pcoi»le have been 
as fruitful. 

Madras 

Cash value of the benefit per annum. 
T tern Its. 

rrohibilion (Loss to the Government 

Kb. (•)').( 2,Of),00,000 

Land Revenue Remission 193S-.39 71,40,00 

Potentially estimated gain to Agiimltural 
debtors. Debt Relief (The Agriculturists 

Relief Act ) 50.00,00,000 

Arrears written oil under the Agricultural 

Debt Relief Act. 300(X),000 

narijaii u^dift ; JOOTCIS 8 3.) 0(.)O 

10:tS-39 9,38,300 

1939-10 10.05,130 

Bombay 

Rs. 

1. Prohibition ; The Government losing 

Rs 180,01 ).(H)U _ 5,00,00,000 

2. As a result of the reeommendations of 

the 'Textile Inquiry Committee^ 

adojited by the Congress Government 95,00,000 

3. Amendment of the Land Re\eiiiie Code 30,00.000 

4. Debt Redemiition bill 30 to 40 

crores of ru]>cc8 (non-rccurring). 

United Provinces 

Item Rs. 

Land Revenue: Remission in revenue 

(1) to Landlords. 3 57,0(i,riOO 

(2) to 'J’enants.. lit.71,00.000 

Remission of tStaye<l Arrears Act 9,00,()0,(HM 

Prohibition .. .. 1,00,00,000 

>Sugar Cane Goiitiol : 

(1) 19:18-39. . 2,()(m0,(X)0 

(2) 1939-40. 0,00,00,000 

Orissa 

1. Orissa Tenauey Act 4,00,000 

2. The Madias Estates Land Aet Amend¬ 

ment Pill (awaiting the Yi<*eioy’s assent) 10,(XI,000 

3. Water rale in North Orissa under the Alahanadi system was reduced by 

25 ])er cent as a ]iermanent measure from 1938. The canal irrigation 
system is extended. 

4. Grazing fee is reduced in all government forests by 50 per cent. New 

eoiivciiienees are made availalile in Eouth Orissa. 

5. Labour : '^Tlic system of unpaid Labour and rastid abolislied. The Orissa 

Moneylenders Act was iiassed by which, among oilier things, no money¬ 
lender could recover more than an equal amount of the principal as 
interest. 

G. The Orissa Court fees Act was jiassed which reiluecs scales of court fees in 
South Orissa. 

7. Prohibition of opium was introduced in the district of Balasore 
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Assam 

1. The p:rant of from S') per cent, to 31 per cent remission in the land revenue 


assesBrnent tor ID.'Sb-iJO S8,(){j,(X)() 

(non-re(*urriii^) 

2. Flood relief oj'eraliniis H,()0,(]U0 

3. Education ; An additional grant of S SU,C)U() 

4. 193d-4(t Ivi'mission 4S,(jO,()(X) 


5. l‘rohil)ition ; 'iOtal prohibition of 0 ]>ium was introdiieed in Itibrngarh and 
fSihsagaib BubdiviHioiiB from April Jo, She expeiiment nas welcomed 

with enthiiBiaBin. Mnny volunlary agi’nciefi 8))Tang n)> to ]tiish lorwaid 
the campaign. A large number of tiealmcnt cenlicB and ti’inporaiy ho8- 
pitalfi were openi’d wiiero llie addictH 'were treatetl l)y tiaincd doctors. 
About 10,000 registered and over bOOO iinregisteied addicts weie euied of 
the ojiium halut. Loss of llevenue liom the sale of ojtium is estimated 
at Eb. 4.50,000 and the cost of the campaign at Eb. 1,00,000 


Bihar 

Tenancy Legislation Es. 2,50,(:0,000 

The Ibliar 8'Ugai JOictories Control Act 1 50,()(),(!00 

(This year Ix'ing an abnoimal year, the peasantry will benefit to the 
extent of Kb. croics). 

Prohibition. (Loss of Revenue Es. 20 lakhs), C/l,00,01X3 

Debt legislation : Under the Hiliar Money Lenders’ Act maximum rates of 
inteiest ha\e been fixed at 0 per cent ]>. a. in ease of secuied and 32 ])er 
cent p. a. in case of unsecured debtH, snbieet to the i)roviBo that in no 
case shall the intnest paid exceed the principal. 


Central Provinces 

Relief in Land Taxes Es. 11,87,170 

Textile Labour 5,('0,11)0 

Prohiliition ('I'bo Hovernment losing 9 lakhs) 27,0(',<>0(J 

Eeduction in (Jrazing etc, ],lS,(i00 

Irrigation ratcH L50i),()00 

l)ebt Concilalion up to I\Iareh 1930 5,83,00,000 

Observance of Days 

A large number of ‘Lays’ were obseived during the year under re]-ort. 
O'he year began with the Piesident Subhas Cbandra Pose’s appeal to obser\e 
2;hd April as anti war Day. Meetings were held all over the country wliere 
resolutions were ])assctl condemning the Amending PiU intiodnccd in the 
Ibitish I’ailiament cmpowcting the Central Government, to act independently 
of th'? ])ro\ineial (Joveinments in tlie event of war emerpeney arising at any 
time, thus cuitailiiig lurtber the ]toncrs of the rroviucial govcrnmcids. Ohe 
resolutions also atlirmed India’s resolve to non-vioh'iitly resist any attemjd 
involving India in siu’h a war or to exploit India’s man-power or natural 
resources for war i)ur]H)ses. 

2'he national week was observed throughout the country from April G 
to 13. IMee'ings. Hag hoisting ceremonies, sale and hawking of Khadi formed 
as usual the ])rincipal featuies of the eclebratioiis. Ai)iil Idlli was observed as 
the Jaliauwala Pagh Day. 

DJay 21 was obseived as the Political Prisoners I3ay tliroiighout the 
country in response to tiie I'resident’s apj'cal. At meetings held, speeches were 
made urging the release of ]>olitical prisoners, especially in Pcngal and the 
Punjab. 

The country celeliratcd Gandhiji’s seventy-first birthday with enthusiasm. 
A wliole fortnight was devoted to the luomolion of activities dear to Gandhiji, 
such as the propaganda and sale of Khadi. Large stocks of khadi were disjHiseil 
of. Public meetings were held everywhere and tlie significance of Gandhiji’s 
life, message and philosophy wore explained to the public and congratulatory 
resolutions passed. 

January 201 h was observed, as every year, as the Tiulepcndeuce Day. 'I'his 
year’s celebrations had a special significance. To the usual independenee pledge 
was added constructive programme which the nation has to carry out preparatory 
to the struggle ahead. The Working Committee allowed all those who 
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had any conpcif^iitioiis objection to pledoe themRelves to ply the charkha 
regularly, to refrain from repealing, tliat part of the })led[i:e. 

'^riie (lay, this year, waa celebrated with 6j)ecial enthnaiapm. It bef*an 
with }‘rahhat Pheiies followed by tla*;- hoisting and flag Baliitation. In the 
evening there were huge iirocessioiiB tc-.minating in })uhlic meetings where the 
full implications of the day and the ])ledge were exjdained to the audience. 
After that the pledge was administered by the Chairman of the meeting. 
Tlierc was no interference on tlie part of the CTOvernment and the day passed 
off i^eacefnlly. As usual members of all communities and classes ])articipated 
in the celebrations. Our Muslim countrymen were as conspicuous by their 
presence as in other years in spite of the ai)pcal of the League rresident to 
boycott the day. 


53rd. Session—Ramgarh—19lh. & 20th. March 1940 

The Welcome Address 

The folU.mivg is the text of the Wclr()?ne Address delivered by Bahu 

liajendra Brosad as Chairman n/ the. Reception Connnittee : — 

It is a great good foitune of the ])rovince of Tlihar that within its short 
life of 30 or 3J years it has got this third o]>portunity of making arrage- 

ments for a session of the Indian National Congress. 1 extend to you all a 

most coulial and enthusiastic welcome. 1 hope that now that you have taken 

the trouble of coming all the way to this place, you will not 7 nind any 

inconvenience and discomfort that you may have to bear on account of short¬ 
comings in our an angemenls. \VJiere }ou see the arrangements for the 

Congress today was only some, months ago a jungle- a jungle of the same kind 
that you see standing some hundred or two hundred yards away from the 
])andal and on the fiinges of Mazharpuri. It \Nas no easy task to clear this 
]nnglc and to construct Mazharpuri and to arrange for suj)j)ly of water and 
light to it. lint all difiiculties melted away in the ]>resenc(? of the enthusiasm 
of our w'orkcis and paiticulaily of the engineeiing staff. The engineers could 
not have succeeded in their task, if all those who arc connected with this 

piovince had not helped us with money and other workers and ]»ar(icularly the 
labourers had not given them their full cooperation. During the last three 
wt'cks we have had rain on several occasions—sometinu's heavy rain like what 

we have during monsoons, and much that had been constructed lias had to 
be reconst 1 ucted twice or thiice over again. This ad<led consideral)ly to our 
costs and to the labour of our workru's, but their courage never faltered and 
you sec Mazhar]mri as it is today. Therefore, while extending to you a most 
hearty welcome 1 also wisli to ofler to all those who worked and helped our 
cordial thanks. 

BJIIATI and its IIlSTORK'AL ImI'ORTANOE 

Bihar is considered a backAvard province. T'liis is true today. But Bihar has 
not been uhvays like this nor is it going to remain like this in future, because 
it, has all tliose resources Avhich go to make a country or a nation great. It will 
not be t>ro]'er for me to give a detailed history of Bihar. Eor a task like this 1 
have not got the ability nor have you the time. I desire to say onl^ tlyis that 
since the days of the Mahabharat right down to the time of Bakhtyar Khilji, Bihar 
had a very high ]ilace in tlie history of India and it will be no exaggeration to say that 
there w’cre long ])eriods when the history of India Avas the history of Bihar writ 
large. .larasandh Avas a king of Irihar who gave many defeats to Hiikrishna and 
reminders of the name of .larasandh are found even to-day at Kajgir. 'Ihe birtli- 
place of Budhism and Jainism is Bihar and the province owes its name to their 
Yihars. Every particle of the dust of a large portion of this province is sanctified 
by the tread of feet of Goutam Buddha and Jina Mahavira and their memorials 
have lieen discovered scattered all over by research scholars. For a thousand years 
or more Budhism grew, (loAvered and flouiished in this region and it was from 
here that it spread towards l^outh and Noith and East and M’est to distant lands. 
Twigs of the Mahabodhi tiee were taken to Ceylon and })lantrd there, and you can 
sec the descendant of the tree at Anuradhpur where tradition has it, the light lit 
there is literally burning even to-day. There is no land south of Ceylon right down 
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to the South Pole. On the north BiidhiKm passed to Nepal and crossinp: Tibet 
made Turkistan on one side and (Uiina and .Tapan its own, on the other. (.)n the cast 
it (ii'ossed over to Burma, Siam, Sumatra and other isianilK, it readied tiie furtliest 
corners of the then known world. On the west it was accepted by the Af< 4 han 
country and readied d’uikistan. To-day wlien it is found only in name in the land 
of its birth, nearly onc.-fourth of humanity seeks shelter and eonsolal ion from it. 

Jainism remained eonlined within llu^ borders of India. Jditli Pudhism or 
Jainism were born near about tlie same time and t.he same place and tliey siuead 
also in India, d'he lormcr conqum-eil tlie woild and left its homi'laml ; the other 
considered it better to remain within India’s boriU'rs and even to-da> rCf.;ulates the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of men an<l women. It is a cinious tliin<^ that 
Jainism startin'.^ from North Bihar i>assed l,liron<j,h ( hliota Naj.^l>ur or Jharkhand 
and progressed alonj; the east (*ost to the south and from thme took a noi th-westcr- 
ly course and nlliniately rca'-hed (iujaiat and Bajpntana and spiead its beiH'voh'iit 
influence. In those areas and in the south it has its Iar<;est number of votaiics. 

JlErUULICS Fi.OITRISHINO in Bill Ail 

The history of Bihar is not illustrious by reason only of the i-eliiiions it p:ave birth 
to. It has seen <:reat empiies. 'Die mniures of those days wi’ie not, like the empiies of 
these (lays luit of a dillcrent, kind. I’i'ople <)ften say that India did not know democracy 
and that there is souk* tiling in the soil and elimato of this place which makes 
antoeralic (fovern men t alone snecesslnl. 'Die liistoiy ol Biiiar fmiiislies intaui t roi er- 
tihle (W'idence against this ignorant, a'-serlion. .lust, ahout, the sinnc tiun; when the 
Grt'ek Repuhlics w'crc (ip,httnL', a.eainst eiudi other tind even bcloie that there were 
rejuiblics tlouiisinc; in this ])ioviiice ; and it you like to know somethin;:: aliout 
tlu'm you have only to turn to tlie researclies of tlie late i\Ir Kashi I’rasad 

Jayaswal, the results of which are recoided in his hooks. A tier tlie end of the 

rcpiihlics Chandra;;ni»t,a establislied Ids enipiic and alitw him Biudusara and Asoka 
e.Ktended it over the whole ol Jlindnslaii. Asoka’s pilhiis aie to lie found in all 

parts of the eoniitry and tliey not only furnish ]uoof of (he ('\tent of his ;:reat 

empire hut the inseiiptions on (hem show also the lieiiihts which India had 
attained in these days. After the ]\lanrya Empire the (Aijila Empire eame into 
existence and this also eoviued practically the wtioh* of India. 'Die hi;;!! cnltiirc 
and civilization of those days have been the suliji-.-t of encoinium and juaise by all 
liistorians. After the (liipta Empire tlie Pal Dynasty ruled and it was also a 'line 
of j-rcat rulers. 

No empire equal in extent to those empires was ever established in any 
other ])art of India. 'Diese empires covered a laruer ar(!a than the Mochul 
Empire and the British India Empire of today. 'Die len;:th and breadth of an 
em]»ire, however, arc not its }::reatest charaetenstics Bihar has also turiiished 
material for man’s ])ro;;res8. You read stories about the old Bislus in books 
.auvl places arc pointed out as bavin;; been 1,hc scenes of tlunr fapa^ya. 
ihiddlia and Alahaliir were of this [>iovince. Ainon^ the older Bishis (be places 
where Srin;;i Kislii, Gautam. Visliwuiniitra, Vasisbta, Eomas and Duibasa did 
their tapasya are re;;arded even to-day as jdaees ot iiilmimaiie. 'Die science of 
lani;ua;:e of Paiiini was tested here in I’ntiia. Gluinakya oii^ht to occupy a very 
hi;ili place amongst the learned men of ancient India and of the whole woild. His 
Artbj.-shastra favourably com]'arcs with some of the best wrilincs of modem day. 
Aryabbatta who a thousand years before (ialileo proveil that the eailh re^’olves 
round the sun and not the sun round (lie earth made bis marvellous discovery 
in this province. Nalanda continued to be a j;reat scat of learning for sevmal 
luindred years. There thousands of teaeliers and piijiils used to live to;;etber. 
Excavations have bron;;lit out some of the buildings of those days which arc 
well worth a visit. Blnkshus of Nalanda went to '.libbct and juopagated 
Buddhism there. 

Emtiiie of Asoka 

Will it be hopim; for the imiiossihle if we were to hope that, to-day when a 
^reat part of the world is cn^a^ed in mortal conlliet and reddenin;; it with luiman 
blood that like the Asoka of old who after having eonqnered Orissa after a cruel 
war saw that slieddinj; of human blood wuis a ^reat sin and chanced the entire 
outlook of his emiiiro, ^mve up his sword ami sent out bis sou and dau,i;hter to 
distant lands to establish an altoccthcr difrcreiit kind of empire, even so will some 
one arise in the world and having put an end to bhmdshed establish the empire 
of love and peace ? That empire of Asoka which he had established with his 
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Bword diBny^l^earocl more than 2,000 years a^o but the other empire in which he 
had hoiiiid to,!;(’l,l]er i)eoi>les of diirerent lands not with a chain of steel but with a 
}j;()lden silken cord of love is still llonrishin” and will con tin nc to flourish, if I 
could skin over 2,(H) years I could say that on that self-same land our yi,reat 
(fCiieral alter leturniii}^ fioni foreimi lands has striven to show us the self-same 
]ui!h and it was fioiii here that Gandhiji taiiy;ht us his first lesson in salya{;raha. 
O'he history of these 'J.tttiO years is a lony; history and all those Avho weie eitJier 
tile orii;in:il inliaiiiiants or new-comers to these ])artB liave conlrihnled in their 
own way to its makiii^>. When t'^hcr Khan look the sj>ade in ids own hands ah^uf^ 
with his oi'dinary soldiers ami laliomeis to die, Irenehes and received tlie ambassador 
of the JMoyhnls in diat vei y condition. lie I'resented an e.xample of that plain 
living and hiyh tlioipedits and deeds which ha^e ever been the cause of our pride 
ami [ilory. 

'I'Jiat^ ]toilion of Ihnar where this jireat assemhlaiie is inectinfi; to-day lias 
its own in'cidiai ities. In beauty it is matehlcss. Its history too is wonderful, 
ddiese ]iarts aie inhabited M-ry lai'jtdy by those who are regarded as the original 
inhabitants of India. 'I'lndr civili/.ation difleis in many r<;speets from the ei\'ilization 
of other people, 'i'he diseo\ery of old arlicdes shows that this ei\ilization is very 
old. ddio Addiasis iieloii'; to a diflerent stock (Aiistri( k) from the Aryas and 
peojtle of tlie same stock are sj>read towards the south-east of India in tiie many 
islands to a yn-at distance. Their ancient eultnre is j)res<‘rved in these parts to 
a eonsideiahle ('\leiit, perliajiH more than elsewlierc. It is not, however, as if the 
Aryas and tlie .Glihasis never min>;lc(l with one another. As a matter of fact 
tlc'ie liase been consideralde intei mixture and cx(dianye. Aryas have taken many 
thinp-s from them and liiey have takiai many thini;s fiom the Aryas. With all 
this, houe\er, they hu\e kept tliemselvcs apai t. It is the oidnion of exports that 
t)u! (‘oloiir and facial expression of the Ihharis, the formation of their souls and 
eMMi tin'll lainjuaee exhibit clear unmistakable mai ks of their intineni e. Havinc;, 
liowever. once east, their iidlnem-e on the Ihharis, Adihasis have made much of 
onr cidtnre and our sj>oeidi tln-ir own. On the ilazarihayh j»]atean the dialect 
generally spciken is the dialect of South Bihar, naiiH'lv, maaahi, and on the Kanehi 
j'htleaii the diah'ct. H])()ken is Naypniia ami learned men hold that it, is a hraneh 
of Bhojpiiii of wi'stein Bihar. It is not as if this inter-inixtnre and exchange 
between the Aryas and the Atliiiasis have taken phu'e in Bihar aloim. From 
Burma rieht down to the eastern shores of Indo-Ghina (‘ivihzation lias been 
iidlm'm'cd hy onr ninliial e.o-opei at ion. Some years apo onr jieople from 

(diainpa tBliacalpiir) migrated and cslaldished the thiampa colony in Imlo-Chiina. 
'I'iiat is an inenh'iit, in tlie history of the past which Bihar played amorifi; the 
Austiieks of the Sonlh-lv.ist. 

God lias made this orovim'c very ri(di. The land of the northern portion is 
as fertile as any in India. Yon can prow almost every crop and almost every 
fruit that yon like. Within the bowels of the earth in tlie sinithern oortion of 
the province there are to he ionml some ol those thine,s wliieh are eonsideriMl tlie 
most valiiaiile in this ace. Neciily Iwo-thiids ol the total ])roditeIion of the coal 
of the (‘onntry is ('xlraeted tiom ihe mines of this province,. We have praiuieally 
a monopi^lv in iron, copper ami alnminiiim, oies and mica in also found in larpe 
quantities. You can sei' some ol the he.iiify of the junp:les from where you are 
sit,tmi;'. The wealth ext.raeted from the fores<s is ajso not ineonsidcriible. Lac 
is also our speeitd {iroduct in which wc surpass all other provinces. 

‘A nj.iNi) roi.LOAVKit of Gandhi.u’ 

In spite of all this, however,—our old history ami ])resont sources of wealth— 
this ])rovinec is poor. It is baekw'ard in education. We are unaVile to eomfiete 
with otliers in modern meBiods of worldly (lealine:. 1‘cople often say that this 
]>rovinee is a blind follow^er of Gamlliiji. The fact is true. And why should it 
not be ? He it is wdio within recent times has opened onr eyes and the eyes of 
tlie rest of India and we consider it a matter of ])ride to w'ork alonp; the path 
chalked out hy him and it is our determination and prayer that God may f;ivo 
118 the strength to do so. 

Yon mipht say ‘This man is recitinp: only old and stale stories. We do 
not, eare for ancient history, nor do wc consider it necessary to look back to past 
things. We are keen on knoidvinp; at the door of revolution which will turn 
everything; topsy-tnrvv in this wmrld. The world is moving; with such tremendous 
speed that it is difficult even to know where it is moviiis to and this man is 
keeping us engaged on outworn things.’ All that I can say is that these are 
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inattcrs on which our PreBidcnt can speak with authority and I have neither the 
desire nor the ability to usurp his function. 

A LESSON FROM THE PAST 

We inay, however, sometimes draw a lesson from tlic j'>ast and t:et an 
ins{)iralion from it. 1 shall elose this after ])]acini; hiifore you one hik Ii iiuudciit. 
dliere was a time when Raja Ajat Sliatru was reie.iiin^’ in (Sot th Ihhai' and the 
]{ei)iiblic. of the Vajjies was flourishing in North Ihliar. Ajatsaiiu was desirouB 
of coiHpierin^ the Vaijies and annexing their teriiloiy to his kiuL^dom. (iaiilam 
Jhuldha visited UajL’ir which was Ajalsalru’s cai)ita! and staNcd at tlic hill of 
(hdhakut. Ajatsatru de}mled his ^Minister Bassakar t.o Ihiddha to htid out what 
Buddha’s opinion was about his desif;ns against, the Vtijjics. Whi'ii ihiddha came 
to know the intention of Ajatsatiu he put seven questions to his discinh-, Auaiid 
and on [ 4 ettinc replies to them c-avo his reply to AjatHaiin’s <picslion. lie asked : - 
‘7\nand, have yon heai'd whether the Vajiies hold tluar as-,cnil)lies 1 leipunit 1 y and 
wiusher these assemblies are wadi atleinh'dh Anand replied: ‘1 have heaid, () 
Lord, that the assemblies of the Vajjics are Indd frequently and ari' well attended.’ 
fhnhlha saiil : ‘idien, () Anand, so loiii; as the assendilies (fl (he VajjU's eoiitinuc 
to meet freiinently ainl aie well attended nom can expect, only tlnar ])roci(‘Ss and 
not their dcst nu-t ion.’ lie ]nit six more (pieslions of ihis nature ami on ^^ettiny 
satislaelory answers to them i(‘]>Iied:—‘So lone, as the Vajiies continue to sit 
to.M“ther, to work tocctiier, to j>erfoim llieir national duties to,ether; so loin; as 
they continue not to issue aihitiaiy ordcis without makiiia, laws noi- to disobey 
their laws ; so lony as they eonlanne to act in a eolleeti\e way aeeoidiiiu to llie 
rules made by thenisidves ; so lone as they eontiiine to resj)eet tlicir eldms, to 
show honour to them, and to U'S-ept smdi of thedr ad\ieo as is wtu'ty oi aeeeptanee ; 
BO lon^ as they eonUnne not to treat haishl;, oi heiune rialely l>)\vards Iheir 
-women ; so lorn; as tiiey continue to respect their Ch{itlii't \ (rcliui'»ns and national 
shrines) and not t«; deprive them ol old endowments ))rop{'il> aiven to them; so 
lone as they yive protse non to th.eir (sidf-sa'-rilicini; learned men) and allow 

arlidts from outside to eu.er their leriilories and (irha/s ot their own tm-iiiory 
to liv(‘ in comfort ; so loiip will tln'V eontinnc to ])rosper and llounsh and yon 
should expect no harm to them. When Ajatsatiu heaid this, he became convinced 
that it w-as not ])os‘^i!de to conquer the Vaijies with his aimies. flow trm; even 
tovlay are the^e se\en laws wddndi co\ern the j’isi' and fall of nations and whieh 
were ju-omnlcatixl J, »'M yeais axo. In llie hills ot Kap’ir tlie io(dc ol (iidlikut 
reminds us oi tlnun e\en today. Diirciem-e ol opinnm are natural in any li\inc 

society, d'he ability to solve them is the sm n of a svell-oreani/cd society, (/an avc 

say of the Vonyiess today that wo sit tocelhei, work tocelher and do our national 
duty as one man ? (.dm we say that we do not, disobey rules m;»:li' by omseKc's ami 
that we eolleetnml V act aecoidine to mles lOLMilaily laid ilow n by ouisclves ? (din 
we say with confidence that we K’speet. our eldeis and listen to and accept, their 

ailvice which is wairthy of acreptance ! d’iie slieiieih r)f llie Vaijies lay in tluse 

f(indami'iital matteis. ()iir streneth Aiill also increase if wai aii* able to answer 
those (jnesiions in the atliimativo. ihiddha on one oceasion, shoiual tlie assembly ot 
the Vajjies to his Bliikshus and told ihem '.-Look at this asstunhly and yon can 
form an ojunion as to what an asi-emhl\ ol t.lie jjods is like. Is it not juissihle lor 
us to so oreani/,!' and eominci, this onr national oreanization that alaha'ma (laudhi 
may instead of compdainini; ol imhscii.line and xiolem-e m uh point it out to the 
pii’ls of his Ash) am and addiess lo them words similar to those which the Buddha 
addressed lo his IJ^nLy./uis ? 

Today we are f.ua; to taee with a liie, erisis and we are called upon to uct ready 
to meet it. Bay not this ohl sloie inspiie us amt may not the Ihhaiis who aie 
backw'ard gather eonrace and striMiaili trom it not only to ullin- you a weleome but 
also to take their sbaie in eivinc elVect lo tin' resolutions wliii'h yon arrive at. 

1 have only a last leipiest make. 'limes aie critical. It is very rarely that 
a eomitry or a nation has to lace a situation when its whole future can be made 
briclit by one riji,bt step or may lie marred by one wron*; step. The (.’oncress is an 
oi-cani/.ation of the whole country. It has undertaken the ereat task of wdnning 
its treedom. Each one of ns must nndeistand and reali'^e his own jieiBonal 
reHiionsibility in this. We may not allows ihis great w'oik to Bufler by onr iiegligciiec 
or lazinesB We may not also injure it by wrong action in onr rashness. We may 
not allow ourselves rest under the false impiession that it is the bnsiiiess of the 
Bresideiit or of Mahatma Ctaiidhi or of other leavlers to carry the burden of winning- 
freedom for the country. Each one of ub must decide for himself -what his share 
37 
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is ^oin^ to be in this p:reat enterprise—his share not only of work and saerific-e 
wlien tlie time eoines for it but also his share in settlinu; the future ])roL;ramine. 
We must make our contribution to this also according to our ability. But when 
the decision has once lu'cn taken we must be fully prepared and have the grimmest 
determination to carry it out. I desire to assure you on behalf of the pco])le of 
this province that we shall not fail to act accordini^ to your decision and 1 believe 
that is the best wt'lcome that we can oiler you. 

1 will now request the ih'esident to take charge of this assembly and to 
conduct its proceeding's. 

Presitlenlial Address 

The followin'^' is the full to\t of Maulana Ahul Kalani Ar.aiVs rresidential 
Address : 

In you elected me IhTsident of tliis National Assembly. P\)r the second 
time, after seventeen years, you Inoe once a<;ain confeired upon me the same 
honour. SeventtMui years is not a lone, ]a*riod in the hisloiy oi naiional strup^h's. 
But now tlu! itac(‘ of e\cn(s and Mojld chaim.e is so rapid that our old standards no 
lonver ap])ly. huiinii, these, last seventeen yeais we have ]tasscd through many 
stages, one jd'tei another. We had a lone, journey Indore us and it was ine\’ilable 
that we sliould ])ass (hiouiiji S(ucral start's. We rested at many a ]>oint no doubt., 
b'.it never stopped. We suiveyed and examined every piosp('ct. but we were not 
ensnared by it and passed on. We fa(*eil many ups and downs but always our 
faci'S w(*re turned towards the .coal, d’iie woild may liave doubted our intentions and 
detei minat.ion but. wc ue\er had a monu'ut’s doubt. 

Our ])ath Avas full of diili<*ult.i('s and at every ste]> we were fa''ed with ^reat 
obsla(‘les. It may lx* that we did not, proceed as rapidly as wo desired hut, we did 
not, flinch from marehiiii; lorwaid. If we look back iijxiii the pi'nod het.ween T.Od 
and Ihl'), ninet('(*M-tweiity-three will ajiuear to ns a faded landmark in tin* distance. 
In 19J3 we desiied to reach our poal but the was so distant then that, even the 

milestones weie hidden I'lom our eyes, liaise your (*yes to-day and look ahead. 
Not only do you see the mih'stcuu'S clearly hut the ^,oal itself is not distaiil,. But 
this is evitlent that the nearer we act to the e.oal tiie more inti'iise does our strneele 
berome. Althouyli the rapid luai'cli ol events has taken us iurthcr Liom our old 
landmaik and broiicht us nearer our ^oal, yet it has created new tioubles and 
dillicultii'S for us, I'o-day our caravan is jiassinc a very critical sia^c, 'Piie <*ssenlial 
diiru'nlty ot siu-h a critu al ]>ciioil lies in its conllictiiu; possi’Dililii^s. It is very 
probalile that a coric<‘t. step may hriiii; ns very near our tfoal, and on the other 
hand, a false step may laud us in fu^sh tioubles and dilliculiies. 

At sucii a ciiiical pinctnre \ou have electi'd me Biesnlenl and thus demons¬ 

trated the, areat eontidence you have in one ol yonr eo-woikers. It is a ejeat, 
honour and a ci(!;it, responsibility. 1 am ^rate.fid for the honour and c*ave yonr 
support in shonlderiipi; the iesponsibility. J am eoniident that, the fullness of yonr 
coniidence in me will bi* a measure ol the fullness of tlie siipp-ort that I shall 
eontinue to iiiceive. 1 think that I bliould now como BLrai).’,ht ot the real lU'oldcm 
before us without fnrtlier debiy. 

9’lie (iist and tlie most imnortant queslioii beiore us is this ; Whither is the 
stej) taki'ii by us in eonscipieiiee of the declaration of War on tlic brd l^eidember, 

Ihbl), leading us ? And vvlu'ie do we stand now ? 

I'robably in the history of the Conc^ress, the llllb session at laicknow marked 
a new ideolo^ih-al ]>has(‘, when the OoneH'ss passed a lon^ resolution on the inler- 
iiatioiial situation and placi'd its view-point clearly and eatep'orically before tiio 
public. After this a consnh'ralion of the inter-national situation, and a rcsolniton 
tliereon. became an essenluil and inle,j.nd part of the annual declarations of the 
ComtresK. d'luis tliis di'cisioii on this subject w'as arrivixl at and placed before the 
world with full deliheratioii. These resolutions emhodied at one and the same time, 
tw'O deelaratioiis to the woi'ld : Firstly, we stated, what 1 liave deseailied as a new 
i(leolo.:;y in Indian politic,s, i,),at we eonld not n'lnaiu in isolation from tlic j>olitii*}d 
cvi'iits of the outside woild, even in oiir ]»resent state of h('l]»lessness. It was 
essential that while we lorj^ed our way ahead and fashion(*d onr future, we must 
not coniine ourselves merely to our own siirrouudiu<;s but should keep a vicilaut 
watch on tlie conditions of tlie outside world. Innumerable ehanjj,es in the world 
have broiicht countries and nations nearer to one another so that the waves of 
thou;iht and action, risinjj; in one corner of the world, flow and produce immediate 
reactions in other places. It is therefore impossible to-day for India to consider her 
problema while cohuiug herself within her own four walls. It is inevitable that 
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events in the outside wmld should hnve their rejterenssions in India ; it is cqnlly 
inevilnhle tliat onr decisions and the conditions ])revailin|i in India should affect tlie 
rest of the world. It was this eonseioiisness and belict w’hit h brought about onr 
decisions, W’e declared by these resolutions a{^ainst reactionary movements like 
Fascism and Na/.iism which weic diieetc'd against d(m)0(*ia< y and iiidividiial and 
national freedom, d'lu'se movements weie eaininc strenj^tli day l>y day and India 
rei^aided tins as the jireatest dancer to woild vrocress and ])eace. India’s iiead and 
lieart wen* witli tliosf' |)eoi)les who vveie standinc up for democracy and freedom and 
resistinc- this w'ave of reaction. 

Jbit while we wme considerinc; the daneers arisinc' from Fascism and 

Naziism, it was impossible for ns to foicet the older dancer whndi has been 
])roved to be infinitely moie fatal to the i>ea<-e and fieedom ol nations than 
Hiese new daninns, and winch has in fact snpplieil the basis for this reaction. 
1 refer to Ibitish imperialism, W'e are not distant, spectatois of this imperndism, 
as we are of tlie new i('actlonary movements. It has taken ]iossession of onr 
house and dominatt'S over ns. It was for this leason that we stated in (dt'ar 
t(‘rms that, if new entan^h'ments in Enioiie broncht, a))ont, war. India, winch 
has been deliarred fiom exeuisinc her will and making free decisions, will 

not take any ]»art in it. t^ho could only consider this (piestion w'lien she 
liad ac(inired the ri[i,ht of coming to decision.s according to her owoi free will 

and choice. 

India cannot endure the pros])ect of Naziism and Fascism, but, she is 

ove.i moie tireil of Ibitish imperialism. If India remains deprived of lier 
natural ri^ht to fieedom, this would clerly mean tliat Ibitish imi'Ciiabsm 
continued to tlouiish with all its tiaditional characiei islics, and under such 

conditions, India w'ouhl on no account be ]uepared to h'lid a lielping hand 
for the trill mi'll ol Ibitish imp(‘i ialism. 9'his was the second detlaration wliich 
was constantly emphasist'd tlirouch these resolutions. These la’sol ulions were 

leiieatedly jcisscd fioin tlu' fmeknow' si'ssion onwards tdl AnguBt ITVJ and 
are known by the name of “War resolutions.” 

All these detdarafions of the Fongress were before lire Ibitish (Jovernment 

when snddi'idy, in the third week ol Auenst Ib.'iU, the war clouds gathered 
and dmiidercd and, at the iiecinning tjf Sejitemhcr, war began. 

At this stage I will ask you to ]*ause for a moment and look back. 

What were the conditions ])re\ailing in Aiicust last 

“AIape a Ib'j.LioEitExr WTtiiout Lkino Conhitpted” 

The (xovernment of India Act of 19.to was imjioscd tijion India foreilily 

by tlie Ibitisli government and. as usual, resorting to the old btratacem, it 

tried to make the wuild believe that it had conferred a big instalment of 

India's national right upon lier. The woild know^s tlie decision of the Congress 

to icjcct this Act,. Nevt'rlhclcss, tlie iVmgiess decided to a^'oid a conllict at that 

stage and prclcricd a ri'Sjiitc. It resohed to take charge of Fioviiicial Covcin- 
inents on a certain detinite condition. After this decision, tlie C’ongress 

IMiiustrics were functioning successfully in eight out, of tlie eleven Provinces, 
and it was in the interest ol (beat ibitain herself to maintain this stale ()f 
affairs for as long a iieiiod as jiossihle. 9 here was yet another factor. So far 
as the War was coneerned, India had eleaily condemned Nazi (lermaiiy. 

Her symjialhies were with the demoeiatie nations, and this was a point in 
Jbitain’s tavour. Finder such circumstances, it was natural to exi'oet that if 
the Ibitish (lovernment had eiianged its old im])CiialiBtie mentality in the 
slightest degree, it would, even though as a measure of ex]'e(liency, change 

I's old methods at this juncture and aflbrd an opportunity to India to feel 

that she was breathing in a changed atmosphere. But we all know how tlic 
Ibitish (lovernment, behaved in this matt(*r. 'ihere was not even a shadow 

of change discernible in its methods. Its ])oliey was dictated exactly in accor¬ 
dance with tlie liabit of an imperialism a bundled and titty years old. It decided 

its eouisc of action and, without India being atlbrded in any manner and in 

the slightest degree an op])oi tiinity to declare ireely her oiunion, her y>artiei[)atioii 

in the War w'as announeed. It was not even considered necessary to give 

those representative assemblies, imposed njion us by British diplomacy for 

purposes of show, an opportunity of expressing their opinion. 

91ie whole world knows, and so do we, how all the Em]ure countries 
were given freedom of decision : the representative assemblies of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, Houth Africa, Ireland, all of them arrived at an 
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independent decision, in regard to tlieir ]iarlicipalion in the War, ^vithont the 
least, outside inh'lleren(*e. Xot only this but when Irelaiul (h'cided to remain 
iieutral, no siii[)i!se was sliown nor was a sinp,le voice rai.sed at^ainst it in Gix'at 
Jhitain. 21r. I )<! Valera in tiie \ery sliadow of En.t;land, refused to extend Ids help 
to ihitain in tlu' War unless the question of Tlsier was settled to his satisfaction. 

hut, \\hat place did India (vanii'Y in tliis jdetiiie of l,!\e Ihitish t'onnnc.n- 
wi'altli '/ India is heinij, told to-day that, the <.’i'nerous hand of Hrilain will 
eonler n; on her the precious |;ifl oi l>oiniuion Status in llu' near but unknown 
iuime. Wlu'ii llie War heL-an, a war winch will tnohalily he oik' of the 
preaK’Sl in llie woild, India was juished into it. smldeiily without lu'r e\'en 
leahsmy: that, she was euieiinu it. d'his hu-t .alone was siifiieiiait, to show us 
Avliieli wxay the wind was blowing. Ibit tiieia* was no in-ed lor ns to burry. 
Other op'i'ori unit i('s weie to come and tin' time was not distant when we could 
bee the face, of Ibnish iui]'eiialism even mo'c unmasked and at closer (juaiters. 

When in I'.dl tlie liist sjjaik was iyniieil in a coiner of the Isvlkans, 
Knyland and Id mice laisi'd the cry of the liabis of small nations. Later, 
Ihcsident W’dson’s Ion; teen points came into view ; their fate is well known to 
Lie woiUl. On that, occasion the silualioii was dilVerent. After the last war, 
Knyland and h'lanee, inioxicateil with victory, adopted a eoui'so of action wdiieh 
iMce^saiily lesuUi'd in a leaeliou. 'riiis reaction .mew. It lord: the sliape of 
J^asi'ism in Italy and Nazism in (h'rmany, and nniestiained dictatorships, hasi'd 
on hnite ioice, clialh'iiped the ]>(‘aee and lieedom oi the wanld. When tliis 
hnpi>eijed, ineutal)ly the worhl aiiuiied itself in two ri\’al camjis : one support me; 
demociacy and trcvdom ; the other eneonraj-'ine, the toK-es oi ri'action, And in 
tins way a new i-ictnie oi the commp war heean to l.akc Hha])e. ]\Ii. Oliamherlain’s 
(iovernimnt, to which the existence ol Soviet Russia was miicli moie nnhearahle 
than t.fie exisiimce of I'ascist Italy and Nazi Oeiinaiiy and which consideietl 
Liissia to he a Ininy eliallcnue tn Ihilish ImpCMalism continued to watch this 
siination lor tliiee }ears. Not only this, hut by its attitude it eleaily and repeated¬ 
ly ('iicoiM a,L'ed I'Aseist. and Nazi ambitions. Abyssinia, in, Austria, Clzeelio- 

slovakia and Albania (lisap])eared as Lee connfiii's, one aflm- the other, from the 
ma)' oi tlie woild. Ami thi'a! Jhilain, by Inu' vaeillatin;; ] olicy, continually assisted 
in the di'slruction oi tiuir iiei'doni. Jhit wlien this course oi .action inodueeil its 
iiatiiial ami nllimale result and Nazi Cieimany mnrehrd ahead nneheeked, the 
Liilish (iovernmenl found itself compelled t.o enter the arena of war. Had it not 
(lone HO then, the powci- of tieimaiiy would hav(' become an intolerable meiuute to 
Ihitisli im])C!ialism. Now the new slojAaiis of freedom, woild peace, demoerae.y, took 
tl'.e plac(! ol the old cry of sa\in|i the smaller nations, and the wlnulc world Ineaii 
to lint; with these cries, dlic declaration of wair on the drd Si’ptemher by Iliilain 
and Lraiict! wuis made to the aeeompanimcnl, of the resoundiri;;. ('choes of tliese 
slopans. d'he peoples of the woild were bewildered and harassed by brutal 
stieniAth and tlie woildwide unrest eicated by these new reactionary fenres, and 
they lent a willing car to the siren voices of these slogans. 

Tin-i CoNiGiKss De.mand 

Whar was declared on the .'hd of September and on the 7th September the 
All-India Con.yress Workinj; Commitlee met at Wardha to deliberate \\])oi\ 
the situation. ^Vhat did the W’oikiut; Ciommittee do on this occasion ? 
All the declarations of the Coimiess made since llKJl) were before it. It had also to 
face the notion taken by the ihitish Government in dcelarinp, India as a helli^ier- 
ent conn try. Undouhledly the Coniiiess eould not have been blamed had it come 
to a final decision in accordance with the lo.i;ie of the situation. 13nt it (‘ontinued 
to kee]) valiant wutcli on its mind and heart ; it resisted the natural urp;e of the 
moment for an acceleration of ii.ace ; it deliberated ujion every asjiect of the matter, 
nncmotionally and disjiassionatcly, and took the step which to-day entitles Imlia 
to laise lier head and say to the woild that this w’as the only correct step which 
could have lieen then taken, d he Con‘;ress ])Ost])Oiicd its final decisions and askeil 
the British (lovernment to state its war aims, for on them defiended not only peace 
and justice for India hut for the whole woild. If India was bcin^j; invited to 
])articipatc in tliis war, she had a ri{j;ht to know why this war was bcinj^ foup:ht. 
What was its object ? If the result of this [;riin tiaj^edy wnis not to be the same as 
that of the last war, and it it was really hein^; fought to safeguard Freedom, 
l)emocracy and Bcace and to biing a new older to the world, then, in all 
eonscience, India had a right to know, what w’ould be the effect of these aims on 
her own destiny. 
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The Working ConmmiMec formulated thifl demand in a long state nent whieh 
was published on the lltli September, llL’9. If 1 cx])resB the hope tli: c this state¬ 
ment vdl ncciii)y an outstanding ]>l!iee in reiamt Indian histoiy, I am sure 1 am 
not ehuming too miidi of the future liistoiiau. This is a simple but irrefutable 
doeurnent, based on truth and leasoii. and it can only be set aside by the arrogant 
])iide td aimed force, d'hough this cry was raised in India, in fa'-t it was not of India 
only, but it was the agoiiise(l cry of wroneed iiumanity, whose hopes had so often 
betore been belrayi'd. 'rweuty-iive yeais ago the ^^olld was plunged into one of the 
bigg(>-t iuternoes of di'ath and destiuciiou known to history, and yi't this was but a 
))re])aiation foi a st-iIl bigger catastr<iphe. TJie world was bew'it'ded and its hopes 
weie kindleil by ciies ol lieedoui tor small nations, collective security, sell-deter¬ 
mination, (lisai nianu'iit, la'aeue ol Nations and intm national aibitrarion, and of 
similar bigh-sounding plirases. ihit Avhat, was ihe lesnlt i" tlie end ? Every ejy 
juoved false’, e\efy msIou that seemed so real to us, vaiislied us a dieam. Again 
nations aie being ]»luiigod into tlie blood and fire of war Should we part wit,h 
reason and reality so eoinplelely as not even to ask w'liy tlds is being done and 
how this ulVeets our destiny betore idnnging into this deluge of death and 
destruction ? 

Duitain and Tnj't First Step of the Conihiess 

In anSAver to this demand ol llie Congress a regular sciies of statements were 
made on behalf of the Ihilish (lovei nment., botli in England and in Jndia. Tlio 
lirst link of the scries was the Delhi detdaration ol the Vieei'oy, dated the ITth 
October. Tliis lengthy Htatement is peiJiaps a finished example of tliat ])ecnliarly 
involved and tiling style whieh (diaraeteiises the oliieial literature, of the Ocivennnent 
of India, After K'adiiig page after ]*age of this stalemi’nl, the enilain is at last 
lifted with hesitation. We have u glimpse. \Ve are told then that if we want to 
know the wnir aims we must read a spei'ch by the riimc iMinisier ol Ihitain, and 
this sjieeeh deals only with the ]ieace of Europe and with the adjustment, of inter¬ 
national lelatioiiH. Even the words ‘'Freedom” and “Denioeraey” are not to ho found 
in the Vieeioy’s statement. So far as India is concerned, it only reatlirms the ]K)licy 
laid down in the i)i(mible of the ]t)J0 Aid, which is now’ embodied in tlie b.K)") Act. 
do-day that policy continues to be the same ; there is nothing to add to it oi- to 
improve it. 

On tlio 17th of October, lOilO, the slaternent of the Viceroy was jiiiljlished and 
tlie AVoiking Committee met to delibciate upon it on the iCnd d icto’ner at AVardha. 
Without any disenssion it came to the eonclnsioii tliat this rejily coidd under no 
eirenmstanees hi; considi'red satisfaidory, and that it siionld now nnbeKilalingly gjve 
the decision, whiidi it had post[)oned till then. The decision of tlie Woiking Com¬ 
mittee w’as as follows: 

“III the circiiinstances, the Committee cannot possibly give any support to 
(ireat llritain, for it would amount to an endorsement of the impeiiiilistic policy 
whieh the Congress has alw'ays sought to end. As a first step in this direction, tlic 
Committee call ujioii the Congress Ministries to tender their resignations”. 

As a rcBult of this decision the Congress Minisliies in eight Provinces reBi<’'ned. 

d'his was blit the first ste]> wliieh the Congiess took in the series of cv^ents! 
Now we have to see to what these events led. The communique of the Vieeioy 
issneu on the .bth J'ebniaiy from Delhi giving the resume of the talk iietw’ccu him 
and Mahatma Candhi, and Mahatma Caudhi’s slaternent of the Gth Februaiy may be 
regarded as the last of this seiies. We all know the substaiiee of the Vieevov’s 
statement, d'he Ihitish (lovernment, it is stated, fully dixsires that India should, in 
the sliortcst time ])0ssible under the eireuinslanees, attain the status of a Ihitish 
dominion, and that the transition pmiod should be as shori as possible. Put it is 
unwilling to eoneede to India the right of framing her own constitution and de¬ 
ciding her own destiny through her own elected representatives without outside in¬ 
terference. In other words, the Ihitish Covernment docs not acccjit the position 
that India has got the riglit of self-determination. 

At the first touch of reality the structure of make-hclief fell to pieces. For 
the last four years the world resoniuled with ciies of democracy and freedom. I'lie 
utterances of the most responsible spokesmen of England and Prance in this regard 
are so fresh in onr memory as not to need recall. But the moment India raised 
this question, the reality behind these uUcrances was unveiled. Now we are told 
that, without doubt, safeguarding the freedom of nations is the aim of this war 
but that this is confined within the geographical limits of Enrojic. The peoples of 
Asia and Africa should not dare to have any such hopes. Mr. Chamberlain has made 
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this even more olear in hiB Birmin^liam R])eeeli of the 241h Fobrnary, though we 
never had any doubts aimut tlie matter, ile cot»firmed the British VJovernment’s 
action by Jiis words. Bro/lainiin^ British war aims, lie slated that they were lij^ht- 
iiij^' to Roeure that small nations in Fiirope sliall heneei’orih live in seeurity, free 
from the constant threat of ajifj;resHion against (heir inde^iendonce. 

4'hon;Ah tins answ(‘r about war aims has been eiv<n through a British sjiokcs- 
man, yet in reality it interiuvts the real mentality of lMiro]>e as a whole, which has 
been known to the world for (he las(. two hundred yi'ais. In the eij;ht('entb and 
nineteenth centuries, whatever princiivles were accepted lor individual and collective 
human freedom, the ri^ht to claim them and to benefit from (lunn was limited to 
Kuropean nations. And even amoiu^st. them, its a)>]ilication was confined to the 
C!hristian nations of Furope. 'i'o-ilay, in the middle of tlu' twmitiiUh century, the 
woild has so changed that the thonplits and actions of the last century read like 
ancient history, and ap]>ear to us as iadi'd laml marks in (lie distance. Ihit we will 
have to admit that, (here is at least one distinctiv(' landmark of Furope em]thasisiin;’ 
human ri}.'.btR, which has not faded and is still with us. W'e ha\e not ])assed it 
yet, or achieved tiiose rielits. 

'i'his reality has been broiiebt. home to ns ajiain by the ]'roblem of our own 
political and national ii}:.hts in India. AVhen, after the declaration of war, we raisiMl 
the question of w'ar aims and their elfect on India’s destiny, we were not for}..'etlul 
ol British ]'olicy in Ibl? and Ibid. We wanted to know lioiv in tin; }ear I!'!')'.), 
when (he w’Oild was covering:, the track of centuries in the course of da^s. Fnelaml 
lof»ked at India. Had that look chan<.ie(l ? We weie ‘.•iven a ch'ar leply that it. 

had not; even now there wuis no chaiu;e in that impel ialist outlook. We are told 

to believe that the British (lovernment is very desirous that India slioiihl attain the 
status of a dominion, in the shortest possible peiiod. We knew evi'ii befoie that 
the British tiovernment had cxiuTsscd this desire. Nou' we know that they are 
very anxious indeed. 

Ihit it is not. a question of (he desire or of the measure of the (h'sire of the 
British (iovernment. d'he straight and simple question is of India’s riyht ; wlud'.ier 
she is entitled to determine her own late or not. (hi the answer to this (jiiestion 
depend the answeis to all other questions ol (lie day. 'hliis (pieslion forms (he 
foundation-stone ol tlie Indian problem ; India will not allow it to be iemo\ed, lor 
if it is displaced, the wbolc structure of Indian nationalism will collapse. 

So far as the fjucstion ol war is eoncerned our ])Osition is quiti; clear. \Xv see 
the face of British imperialism as clearly now as we did in tlu' last, war, and we 

are not prepared to assist in its triumph by ])articipatiu” in the war. ()nr caiisi' is 

crystal clear. We do not wish to see Biitish nnjvcrialism triumpliant and stroujirr 
and thus lenpdben the i)eiiod of our own Huhjection to it. We alisolutely refuse to 
do so Our way lies ]>a(ently in the oj'posite diriH-lion. 

Let us return to our staitinp, point ami consider once a‘.’ain whether the step 
that we took after the declaration of w^ar on tlie ilrd Seidcmber is li'adinp, ns. 
AVlierc do vve stand to-day ? d'lu‘ answ'er to both tliese questions is by tins time 
ajq^arent to your minds and is liovc]in<:, on yonr lips, li is noi e\en necessary 
that, yonr lips sJioiild tell me lor I feel (be quivering of your hearts. 4’li(' step of 
temi)orary and ]>artial co-o]'erauon which we look in B)b7, we willidrew after tlie 
deidaration of \Var. Juevilalily we inclined towaids fnrtlu'r stei's in non-eo-ojH'ia- 
tion. ^ Ah we stand to-day. we Iiuxe to decide wlu'ther wu 3 , should luaiidi forwaid 
in this direction or go backward. AVhen once a slej) is taken, there is no sloi>])iiiD. 

cry halt, is to go ha< k and we lefnse to go hack. AVe can only, therefore, go 
forward. T am sure tliat (lie voice of eveiy one of you joins mine when 1 
proclaim that we must and and will go lorwaid. 

In this connection one question natuially faces us. It is the veidict of history 
that in a slrngglc helween nations, no ]ower forgoes its ])Osscs8ion8 unless eom- 
] ellcd to do so. Brincii'les of reason and moiality Iinve elhN tcd the eondnet of 
imlividiuds but have not afleclcd the sellish eoiidue.t of J’owcis that dominate. 'Bo¬ 
day even in (lie middle of the twentieth eentury, we witness how the new reaction¬ 
ary forces in Furope have shatteied man’s faith in indiiidual and colh'ctive hiimaii 
lights. In place of justice and leason. brute force has become the sole argument 
ill the deteiinination of rigdits. But while the woihl is presenting this deiuessing 
]dctnrc, there is another side, (lie l'0]teinl side, wliich cannot be ignored. W e see 
countless millions all over the woild, witbout any distinction, awakening to a now 
consciousness which is sjuiading eveiywheie with great rni)idity. 'Jhis new cons- 
eiousness is tired of the utter IiopelcsBnrss of the old order, and is imiiatient for a 
new order based on reason, justice and peace. This new awakening which arose 
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after the last War and took root in the deepest recesses of the human soul, has 
now come to dominate men’s mind and tlieir lUteranecs. Perhaps there is no 
parallel in history to the speed of this avvakenine;. 

Ill these circjimstanccM, was it beyond the realm of ])nssihiliiy that history 
should, contrary to Us old rec.ord, take a new step ? Was it impossible that two 
preat peoples of the vvoild, who had be.en tied toe,etlier bv tlie (;oiirse of events 

as rulers and ruled, should create a new relationslui) lictween them, based on 

reason, justice and ])ea'-e ? If tliat had been possible, the sorrow born of world 
war would have piven plac.e to a new-born liojie ; and the new order of reason and 
justice would have ushered in a new dawn. If the Ihitish jieople could have 
proudly said to the woi'ld to-day that they had added such a new example to history, 
what a vasi and unparalideil triuni’ph this would have bivii tor humanity. Certainly 
this was not an impossibility, but it was an ama/inply diilicult thiiip, to do. 

In the luevailinp. darkness of the lim''s, it is laitli in the bright side of human 
nature' wdii(‘h sustains (iie <;reat soul of Mahatma Candhi. He is always ])r<'i»aied 

to take ad\’anta,e.e of every openinj, which mittiit lead to a natural setllemi'iit 

without tceliii;; Luat lie is weakenine hir^ unassailable })osition. 

Siuc(! wuir bepau, scvi'ral mcmb.us of llie Ihitisli (hdnnet have tried to make 
the world bclu'Vi' that l,he old ordt'r of lliitish imi»erialisni has ended, and liiat 
to-day Die Ilrilish nation has no oDu'r aims except those of peace and justice. 
Whivdi country c‘ould have moie waimly acidaimed such a (h'claratiou than Jndia? 
Put the fact is t hat in spite oi tluM' declarations, Ihitish impel ialism stands in 
tl'} W'ay of peace and jusli<-e to-day exa'-tly as it did betore tlie \Var. 'I'lic Indian 
demand wuis the touch-stone tor all Stich claims. They wunc so testetl and found 
to be eoLinlerfeil and untrue. 

JMixorities and Indian’s uolitd al rrTCUE 

I liave hiielly placed before you the real (piestion of the day. That is the 
vital question for us, all else aie suhsuliary to it. It was in ielation to that 
question that the Conciess ]mt forwaid its imitation to the Ibitish t;o\ernmeiit 
in ?^(>|)temher last, and made a clear and simple demand, to which no commiinily 
oi' proup could ])ossihly object. It w'as not in our rt'inoti'sl ihoiiuhts that Die 
communal question could he laised in this eonnei-lion. We lealihc that there are 
some croups in the count ly which cannot keep step with Die Con.;ress in the 
])oiilical stiucyle oi uo as lar as the (.'onyivss is j)iepa!ed to yo ; we, know that 
Home do not aciet' wiDi tlie nietiiod ol diiect aciiou wlDudi the yit'at majority of 
political India has adopted. Put so lar as the licht ol llie Indian ))i'ople to 
indepenileiiec is coiKa'iiu'd and the full admis',iou of Imtia’s hii lhi lylit to iieedom, 
au awuikeiii'd and impatii'iit India has ])asscd far heyoiid the early stayes, and 
none dare ojipose our demand. K\eu those (dasscs who (.hue to liieir special 
interests and tear change lest this micht atl'ect them adveisely aie rendeied 
he'ibess by the spiiit of the times. They ha\e to admit and to ay^iee to the y,oal 
W’c have set before us. 

A time of eiisis is a testini; lime for all of us, and so the meat pn)])lem of 
(he day has tested us and exposed many an aspect of our pii'scut-day politics. It 
lias laid liare also the iculity that, lies hehiiid llu' eunimuiial luohlem. Repeated 
attempt^ weie made, both iu Euylaml and Imlia. to mix up the eommuiial 
quesliou with the vital poliLieal (piesiiou ol the day, and thus to confuse the real 
issue. Ayain and acain, il was soucht to convince tlie world that the problem 
ol the minoriues barred the way to a ])roper solution of India's political 
problem. 

Tor a hundred and fifty years r>i-itish imuorialism has ]uirsued the ])oliey of 
divide and rule, and by em;>hasisin,i; internal diiVerences sou^yht to use various 
y:roups lor the consolidation of ns own power. That was the inevifahie result of 
India’s i)oli(ieal suhjeetioii, and it is folly for us to complain and riow bitter. A 
foreicii {.government can never eiieoura.ee internal unity in the subject country, for 
disunity is the surest, guarantee for the eonliniiance of its own domination. Put 
wdien we wuu'c told, and the woild was asked (o believe, that Hritish Imperialism 
liad ended, ami the lone- chapter of Indian liistory ihiminaled by it had closed, 
was it unreasonable for us to expect tliat Piitish statesmen would at last jyive u|) 
this evil inheritance and not exploit the eomrniiiial situation for jiolitieal ends ? 
Put the time for this is yet distant ; we may not eliiu; to sueli vain hopes. So the 
last five months with their sueeession of events have established. 1 nijierialism, 
in spite of all assurances to the contrary, still flourishes ; it had yet to be 
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Britain’s attempt to exploit the situation 

Blit whatever the roots of our ^iroblcms ini'^ht be, it is obvious that India, 
like other countries, has her internal problems. Of these, the coinniiinal problem 
is an important one. We do not and cannot expect the British Government to 
deny its existence Tlio communal prolilern is undoubtedly with ns, and it wo 
want to e;o sliead, we must needs take it into ac.eount. Every stej) tliat we tako 
by i)^norin^‘ it will be a vvroii;; step. 'Fhc ])roblem is there ; to admit its existence, 
however, does not mean that it should be used as a weapon against India’s national 
freedom. British Imi)erialism has always exoloited it to this end. If Britain 
desires to end her imperialisticr methods in India and close that dismal chapter of 
history, then the first siens of tiiis chan<ic must naturally appear in her treatment 
of the communal problem. 

What is the Gone;ress position in ree,ard to this problem ? It has been the 
claim of the t’on;j,ress, from ils earliest bee,inninL;s, that it considers India as a 
nation and takes evciy alou in the interest of the nation as a whole. Tliis entitles 
the world to examine this claim si.rictly and the Gon^n'ss musi, establish the truth 
of its assertion. J wish to examine aln-sli this question from this jioint of view. 

ddierc can be only thn'e aspect,s of the communal problem : its existence, its 
irnportauci', and the method of its solution. 

d'iie entne history of the Goni;r(‘ss demonslrales that it has always acknow- 
h'deed exisience ol the j>roblem. it has never tried to minimise its im[»ortance. 
In dealini; with this problem, it followed a policy which was the most suitable 
under the circumstances. It is diili'Uilt to conceive of a <litlcr<Mit or better course of 
aetion. If, however, a better course could be suit^ested, the Conercss was always, 
and is to-day, eai;er 1,o n'ch-ome it. 

We could att.ai'h no <.u-eater imiiortance to it, than to make it the first condi¬ 
tion for the at ttiiiimmit of our national eoal. 'I'lie (Gneress has always held this 
belief ; no one can challenge this fact. It has always held to two basic principles 
in this eomiecliou. ami every step was takim deliberately with these in view. 

(1) Wliatever eonstituiion is adopted for India, there must be the fullest 
puarautees in it tor the rielits ami inl.erests of minorities. 

{_’) The minoiitu'S should iudee for Ihemselvi's what safee:uards are necessary 
for the prott'ctioii ot thcii riLi,hls aud interests. Tiie majority should not decide 
this. 'rii(M-(dore the decision in this respect must depend upon the consent of the 
miuoritics and not on a imvjoriiy vote. 

'Flic que>tiou of the miuoiiMcs is not a s])ecial Indian jirohh'in. It has existed 
in other pails ol llu' world. 1 venture to address the worlil iiom this platform, 
and to cmpiiic whetiiei any justtu' and more eijiiitahle course of actiiiu can lie 
mloptcd in this connection, than the one Hiic,”csl,cd above ? If so, what, is it ? Is 
there anything lacking, in this appmacli, which neccssitat.cs that the t'oneress he 
remimh'd of its duty ? Tiie Gouviess has always been icady to considtu- any laihirc 
in th(‘ dischaic,(' ot ils duty. It is so ]uei)ared i,o-day. I have bctm in the Conercss 
for tlie last ninelecu y('ars. Duiine, the whole of this period then' is not a single 
important decison of the (-onc.ii'ss in the sliapine; of which I have not had tin* 
liononr to i>arlici]);ite. I asseit that dnrin;; tliese last nineleen years, not lor a 
Hiii^le day did tin; (’oncri'ss lliink of solving, this ju-ohlem in any wniy other than 
the way 1 ha\e stated al)o^e. dins was not a mere assertion of tlie Congress, but 
ils dett'rmined and decide^! eonise of act,ion. 7>Iany a lime durine; tlie last fifteen 
years, this poli.-y was su’oiecied to the scveiest tests, hut it stood firm as a rock. 

d he maiiiH'r in which tim G()ny,ieKs has dealt, with this problem to-day in 
connect ion with the ('onstunen:, Ass-nnhly, tlirow^s a Hood of liclit on these two 
])rinci])les and clanrn‘s iticin. d'he recoymsi'd minotilies liavc a viylit, if they so 
)»lease, to choose thinr rejuescntaii'es by their voles. Their representatives will not 
have to rely upon th.c votes or any other community except their own. So far as 
the, question ot the riyhtB and the inleresis ol’ the minorities is concerned, the 
decision will not depmid upon the maiority of the votes in the (tonstitnent 
Assembly. It will he subject to the consent of the minority. If unanimity is not 
achieved on any (picstion, tlien an impartial tribunal, to wiiieh the minorilics have 
jdso consented, will decide the matter. This last ])roviso is merely in the nature 
of a in'ovision for a ])Ossil)le continy,ency, and is most unlikely to be required. If 
a more practical ])ro])OHal is made, there can be no objection to it. 

When these ])rinciples are airccpted and acted u})on by the Conyress, what is 
it that obliges British statesmen to remind us so often of the problem of the 
minorities, and to make the world believe that this stands in the way of Indian 
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freedom ? If it is really so, why docs not the British CJovernment recognise clearly 
India’s freedom and give us an opportunity to solve this problem for ever by 
mutual agreement amongst ourselves ? 

Dissensions were sown and encouraged amongst us, and yet we are taunted 
because of iJicm. We are told to put an end to our communal eondicts, but oppor¬ 
tunity to do so is denied ns. tSncli is (lie position deliberately created to thwart 
us ; siudi arc the chains that bind ns. But no diOicultieH or consti iints can deter us 
from taking the light stejis witii courage and fortitude. Our path is full of 
obslaeles but wc are (hdermined to overcome them. 

We have eonsidcied the problem of the minorilics of India. But are the 
MuslimB Bucli a minoiity as to have the least doubt or fear about their future ? 
A small minority may le;jilimalely luive fears and aitpicliensions, l)ut can the 
Muslims allow themsehes to be disturbed by them ? I do not know how many of 
you are familiar with my wridiiL'S, tucnly-eight }cai's ago, in the '‘Al llilal”.^ If 
there are any such iiere, 1 Avould leipiest tiiem lo reliesh their memoiies. Even 
then 1 gave expicssicui l.o my cdu viclion, and 1 icjicat this to-day. that in the 
texture of Indian itoli ks, noihing is lurtlun leiuoved fioni the tintli tlian to say 
that Indian Musliuis occugy (lie ])Osi:ion of a ]:oli!i<'al minorily. it is equally 
absuid ioj’ linmi to be apgreUensive aiioui th<‘ir liglus and inteiesls in a democratic 
India. 4'iiis fundamental mistake Ims ogened the door to countless misiiiiderstand- 
ings. f'also aigniuciils vveic built Hj)on wioug piemises. 'I'liis (uror, on the one 
hand, bronglit coulusion into tin* minds of Musalmans about, iJicir own true ])Osi- 
tic‘ 1 . and, on tb.e otliei iiand. ii invi>]vetl the woild in misuiideistamlings, so that 
the i)ic,lme of India could not be seen in iiglit ])eis';.erli\e. 

If time had permiMcil. I would have told yon in detail, how, dining the last 
sixty yeais, tins aiiilicial and untrue pii-luie of India aaus made, and aaIiohc hands 
traced it. In ('licci, this was the ier.nlt, of the same' jxilicy of di\iJe and lulc which 
took ])arln;ular slia.oe in the minds of Ihnish otlii ialdoin in India altei' the (Con¬ 
gress huiiu-hed the national nu>\emenl,. 4Jie object of this was to piepuic the 
Musalmans for us(^ against the nmv joiitical awakening. In this j-lan, piominenec 
was gi\en to two jioints. b'iist, that' Imha was inlialuted by two dillerent com¬ 
munities, the Hindus aud the IMusalmans. and tor (bis reason no dtauaiid could be 
made in the name. (4' a muted luoioii. hecoud, (hat iiLiuieiically tiie iMnsalmans 
were far less tJiau tlic Hindus, ami because of this, llu' neccHsaiy consequence of the 
establishnumt of democra'ic lus! it uli.uis in India would be to esiablish tJie lule of 
the 1 limbi majoiit}' ai d to jcojui.'.disc t'le (':v 5 ^!enct' ol lJ\c i^duslinis. 1 shall not go 
into any gia^atei deoiil now. Should yoii, how(>ver, Avish to know' tlie ('ally Instoi'y 
of this inatiei, 1 would ndt'r you to li'.e turn* of laud iMilleiin, a lormer Viceioy 
ol Imlia, aud Mr .\m khmd e'olviu, fo'mt r Lieiitenaiu-tdvn e' uor ot the K. \V. P., 

mow the Hinted ihoMuces. 

'rims were sown the seeds of dis'mity h-y Bhnish linpeiialism on Indian soil. 
The plant gieiv and was nuituied and smead its nettlis, and c\en though titty 
years have passed siu. (> thcii liic loot uie still lluie. 

I'olitically Siecikiu,., the Avoid mrnoiifs does not mean jiist. a grou]) tiiat is 
iiiimeiiciiliy smaller ami theieloie eutiileil lo sj-ecinl pioieitioii. It imrins a group 
that is so small in nundx'i ami so lacking in otiiei qualities that give stieiigtli, 
that it has no conlidcuee in its own caj(a(ily to {trote.-t. i:s(!f liom llie miieh larger 

groLij) (hat suiuoiimls i(. It is noi enough that V.v ginug sliould he relatively 

the smaller, hut that it shoitld he ahi-olutely so small us lo k-e iiieapahle of 

protecting its iuteiests. 'i'hus this is not, im'iely a question ol numheis ; other 
factors count also. H a countiy has two majoi gionps numhenng a million and 
Iavo millions ri'spec!ivi'ly, it, does not. nc'-essaiily lolloAV tiuit heeause one is half 
the other, thcrclo.c it luust i-all itself I'oliLieally a minority mid consider itself 
weak. , , 

If this is tliG rigid, tt'st, let ns apjtly it to the ]>osition of the Muslimp. in 

India. Yon A\ill see at a glance a vast eoncouise, sjueading out all ovci the 

country ; they stand erect, and to imagine that they exist heliilcssiy as a “minority” 
is to delude oneself. 

The Muslims in India numlier betwi'en eighty and ninety millions. The same 
type of social or radal divisions. Avhieh alleet other eommiinities, do not divide 
them. 'Phe powerful lionds of Islumie hrolheihood and equality have protected 
them to a large extent from the wi'akness that Hoavs from social divisions. It 
is true that they nnmher only one-loiirth of llie total population ; hut the question 

is not one of iiopulation ratio, but of the large numbers aud the strengtli behind 

them. Can such a vast mass of humanity have any legitimate leason for 

38 
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approhcnBion that in a free and democratic India, it might be unable to protect 
it8 rights and interests ? 

'Jliese numbers arc not confined to any particular area but spread out unevenly 
over ditlerent parts of the country. In four ju-ovinces out of eleven in India there 
is a Muslim majority, the other religious groujis being minorities. Jf Jhitish 
Ralucliistan is added, there are five i)roviiiccs with Muslim majorities. Even if 
we are (‘ompellcd at present to consider this question on a basis of religious 
groupings, the position of the Muslims is not that of a minority only. Jf they are 
in a minority in seven provinces, they arc in a majority in five, d'his being so, 
there is alisolutely no reason why they should be opjiresscd by the feeling of 
being a minoiity. 

Whatever may be the details of the future constitution of India, we know 
that it will be an all-Jndia federation which is, in the fullest sense, democratic, 
and every unit of whiedr will have autonomy in regard to internal affairs. The 
federal centre will lie concerned oidy with all-India matters of common concern, 
Bucli as, foieign relations, (h'fence, enstoms, etc. Under these circumstances, can 
any one who has any concc'ption oi the actual working of a demociatic constitution, 
allow himsell to lie led astray by this false issue of majority and minority ? I 
cannot believe for an instant that there can be any room whatever for these 
misgivinas in the i>ictuie of India’s future, d'hese apprehensions are arising because, 
in the words oi a Briiisli slaU'sman n‘garding Ireland, we are yet standing on 
the banks of the liver and, thougli ^ wishing l.o swim, are unwilling to ('liter the 
water, d'iiere is only one remady ; we should take tlie iilunge learlcssly. JNo 
BOoncT is this done, we sliall realise that all our apprehensions were without 
foundation. 

BA'-'K' (Iiu^snoN roil Iniuan Muslims 

It is now nearly thirty years since I first attempted to examine this question 
as an Indian Mnsalnian. d'hc maiorily of tlie Muslims then were keeping eomph'tely 
apart from the political stinggle and they were inllneneed by tlu' same mentality 
oi aloofiK'Ss and aniagonism, winch pre\ailed amongst tin'in ])revioiisIy in the year 
18SS. This depressing atmosphere did not ]>revent me from giving my anxions 
thought to this matter, and 1 rea'-hed (piickly a final conclusion, which "inilnenced 
my belief and action. I saw' India, with all her many burdens, marching ahead to 
lier future dcslitiy. \Ve were lellow-i‘assengers in this boat ami we eoiild not 
ignore its swift jiassage through the waters : and so it Ix^eame necessary for 
us to come to a chair and tinal de-ibiou about onr ]»lan of action. How W(a'e 
we to do so “/ Not mcfcly by skimming tin*, surface of the problem but by 

going down to its roots, and then to consider our iiosition. ] did so and I 

realised tliat the solution of the whole lu'oblern dojicnded on the answer to 
one (piestion ; Do we, Indian Muslims, view the free India ol the future with 
snsiiicion and distrust or with courage and confidence ? If we ^'i(cvv it with 
fear and susjiicion, llien undoubtedly we iiave to follow a diffeicnt ])atli. ]S^o 
])rcsenl dc'claration, no i>joniise Jbr the future, no eons»itiilional saiegiiaids. can 
he a remedy tor onr donbls and fears. are then forced !o tob'rate the 

exist.enei' of a l.liird ])o\\er. 'Hus thud power is alriaidy entrenclicd liere and 

has no intention of withdrawing and, if we follow this path of fear we must 
needs look forward to iis euntinnance. But if we are convinced tliat for us fear 
and doubt liave no ])lace. and that we must view the future with eoura'’-e 

and confidence in onrsc.hes, then onr eoiirsc of action Ixxunnes aJisolutcly deal'." 

We iind oiirsehes in a new' W'oild, whic.h is fiec from the dark shadows'of 
doubt, vacillation, inaction and apathy, and where tiic light of faith and (letcr- 

mination, action and entlinsiasm never fails, '’i’hc confusions of the times, the 

ujiH and downs that come our way, the dillieulties that beset our thorny path 
cannot change the diia'ction of onr stcjis. It becomes our bouiiden duty then 
to march with asstiriAl steps to India’s national goal. 

I arrived at this definite conclusion without tlie least hesilation, and every 
fibre of my being revolt(xl against the former alternative. I ('onld not hear 

the thought of it. I could not conceive it ])osBihle lor a Mnsiim to tolerate 
this, unless he has rooted out tlie spiiit of Islam from every eoriicr of his 
being. 1 started the Al HUnl in 191^ and put this conelnsiou of mine before tlie 
Mnslims of India. 1 need not remind you that my cries were not without 
effi'ct. The period from Ihl’i to 1918 marked a new idiase in the political 
awakening of the Muslims. Towards the end of 1920, on my release after four 
years of internment, I found that the political ideology of the Muslims had 
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broken through its old mould and was taking another shape. Twoity years 
have gone by and much has happened since then. 'J’lie tide of events has 
ever risen higher, and fresh waves of thought have enveloped ns. Ilut this 
fact still remains unchanged, that the general oi)inion amongst the Muslims 
is opiiosed to going bank. 

TJiat is certain ; they are not pre]^ared to retrace their ste]>s. Put again 
they are full of doulns about their future path. 1 am not going into the 
reasons for this. I shall only try to miderstand the ellccts 1 would remind 
my coreligionists that to-day I have given thought to all those innumerable 
occurrences wluhdi have ha]>pened since then ; my eyes liavc watched tliem, 
my mind has ])ondered over them. These events di<l iH)t merely pass me by ; 
I was in the midst of them, a j)articipant, and 1 e.xamiiu’d every cii-cumstance 
with care. I cannot be false to what 1 have myself s(’en and observed ; I 
f‘annot quarrel with my oun convictions ; J cannot sidle the ^’oicc of my 
conscience. 1 re]»eat lo-day what I liave said throughout tliis entire pcrioil, 

that the ninety millions of Muslims of India have no other right course of 
action than the one to which 1 invited them in 191J. 

Pome of my co-religionists, who ])aid heed to my call in ]9ld’ , ai'C in 
disagreement with me to-day. I do not wish to find fault with them, but I 
would make njqical to their sincerity and sense of res])onsibili(y. \Ve are 
dealing witli the destinies of ])eo])les and nations. cannot come to right 

conclnsions if we arc swept away l)y tlie i)assions of the moment. We must 
ba.^e our judgments on the solid realities ol lile. It is true tliat the sky is 
overcast to-day and the outlook is dark. The IMuslims hav(‘ to eome. into the 
light of reality. Let them examine c\ery asi»eet of the matter again to-day 

and they wall find no other eouise of action oi)en to them. 

I claim’s CoNTRinurioN TO India 

I am a Muslim and am proud of that fact. Islam’s s])lendid traditions 
of thirteen bundled years aie my inheritance. 1 am unwilling to lose even the 
smallest ])art of this inherilance. 9'he teaching and hisloiy of Islam, its arts 
and lei lei s and civilisation aie my wealth and my foituiic. It is my duty to 
protect Mieni. 

As a IMuslim I have a sp-ecial interest in Islamic rcliidon and culture and 
I cannot tcdcrate any interference wdth them. Put, in nddilion to these senti¬ 
ments, J ha\e otheis also which the realities and eoiidilions of my life have 
forced upon me. 4he spirit of Islam does not eome in tlie way of these 

sentiments ; it guides and hcljis me forwaid. 1 am ])roud of being an Indian. 

I am a jaiit of the indivisible unity that is Indian natiomility. I am iiiclis- 

pensable to this noble edifice and without, me this si>lemlid structure of 
India is ineom)4cte. I am an essential element which has gone to build India. 
I can never surrender this claim. 

It WTas Tiidia's historic destiny that many human races and cultures 

should flow to her, finding a home in her hosi-italile soil, and that many a 
caravan should find rest here. Even before the dawn of history, these 

caravans tK'kked into India and wave after wave of new-eomers lollowed. 
This ' ast and fertile land gave welcome to all and took them to her bosom. 
()nc of the last of those caravans, following the footstci s of its predecessors, 
was that of the followers of Islam. 9 his eame here and settled here for 
good. This led to a meeting of the euUure-cnrrents of two difierent races. 
Like the Ganga and Jumna, they liowed for a while throiigli sepaiate eonrses 
but nature’s immutable law' hronght them together and joined them in a 
r^angam. dJiis fusion was a notable event in Idstory. Since then, destiny, in 
her own hidden way, began to fashion a new India in ]flace of tlie old." Wo 
brought our treasures with us, and India too was full of the riches of licr 
own precious heritage. We gave our wealth to her and she uidocked llie 
doors of her own treasure to us. We gave her, what she necdc'd most, 

the most precious gifts from Islam’s treasury, the message of democracy and human 
equality. 

Heritage of our Common Nationality 

Full eleven centuries have passed by since then. Islam lias now as 
great a claim on the soil of India ns Hinduism. If Hinduism has been 
the religion of the iTOjiIe here for several thousands of years, Islam also 
has been their religion for a thousand years. Just as a Hindu can say with 
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equal pride that wc arc Indians and follow Islam. I shall eular/^e this 
orbit still further. 'J'hc Jiidian Clnislian is equally entitled to say with 

})ri(lo that ho is an Jndiaii and is Jollowiiii!: a i(’li^>ion of India, namely, 

Ciuistianily. 

EleAcn huiulicd years of common history have, enriched India with our 
common acliiovements. Onr hin.i;na^es, oiir poetry, oiir litc'iai nre, our culture, 
our ai’t, our dicss, our mauueis, and customs, the inncoiuM aide liapj'euinys 
of our tlaily liie, evcjythiuy iaars the slaiu]) of our joint (Midcavoiir. 'Ihere is 
iiKlee<l no aspect ol our life winch lavs ('sea]>t'd this stiiiu]). ()ur laueuatres 

were dillcrcur, but av(; }j,iew to use a (‘omiiiou laiicuaiM'; our manners 
and customs were dissimilar, Inil they acli'd and icai-lcd on eacli other 

and tlius ]U‘odiic('d a new syntlusis. < b'r old djoss mav bo seen only 

in ancieid, )d<'turcs of by-i;one da)S no oiu' AAe;ns it to-day. 'This joint weallli 
is the iK'i'ita^f; ol o;ir common iiatictindilv and v\e do not Avauit to leave it and 
^0 back to the times AAb.cn lliis joint lilc bad luU. bciun. If ll'cic are any 

ilindus umoiivst ns who des-oe (o biiiia ))aelv the Jiindu lif<' o' a lliousaiid 

years aeo and moic, llicy d.eam. and siudi (b(>anis ai(' vain biiitasit'S. bo 
also if llierc a.re any Muslims avIio A\isii to I'CAivc tiicir ] ast eivd.isalion and 
eultnri', Avbicli llicy I ronilit a thousand years aeo fiom ban and t'cnt.ial Asia, 
they dream also and tiie sooner tliey A\al:'‘ irp the belter. liuse ai(', nnnatural 

lancies wiiieli cannot take I'oot in tin* s(dl ol leality, j am one td those 

Avho belie\e tliat uoisal may lie a lus'essity in a icdipion but in social matlcis 

it is a denial ol piovrcss, 

dbis thousand Acais of onr joint, life lias nioiildul ns into a common 
iialiomdity'. Iliis caniuit be done aitili<'ia!ly. Kafure dot's lu'r fasbioiiin<i; lliroiiji;!! 
her hidden ]u()eesscs in the eomsi' of eentniies. h he east has uow^ been moulded 
and (h'sliny lias set her seal njioii it,. Whether aac like it oi‘ not, A\e haie now 
become an Indian nation, uniti'tl and in<li\isdile. No fantasv or aititicial sclnmin^ 
to separate and diAide can bieak this unity. V\ c must a.cecjit tlie lopic of fact and 
history and enpape ouiselves in (lie i’ashioninp td (>nr future ticstiny, 

1 shall not take any more oi yonr lime, lily addicss must end now. 

Rut lielore 1 do so, ]>erndt me to rmuind yon tlia* onr sut-i eis doj'ends upon 

thiee factors : niiiiy, di.-eipline and hill conlidence in ]\lahatina (hindhi’s 
leadcrshi)). dhe pluiions ])ast recoid of our movement was due to his preat 
leadership, and it is only niidoi- his leadeishi[) that \\c can look foiward to a 
future of snceesshd aeldevement. 

'1 he time ol our trial is u]'on us. W’e Innc already focussed the woild’s 
attention. J^et ns endeavour to prove ouiselves wortliy. 

Resohilioiis 

{For procccdiiKjs and Ji< soltilioji^ tee jiuyc J .’.s) 




The Al! India Muslim League 

Working Conimitleo New Delhi-to (Ith. February l^biO 

Woikiiig C'Onnnittce of the. All Indiii Muslim T.ca^ue (on moiU'rd its first 
meeting of the year 11)4(1 at New Delhi on the Srd. Fobmury and (ontiuued it till 
the Gtb. February. It adopted tlie folhnving resolntjons ; — 

Jin nail-Viceroy correspondence 

“The Working Coinmittteo of the All-India jMnslim T;e:'.iue ennsldered 
the eorrespondenee that lias ].assed laMween Air. .hnmih, the I'lesident. and 

llis Execlicney the Viceroy, ending Mith liis final leply dalcd iicvandicr ‘Jd, 
J'ddl). 'riu! Domini 1 tee is ot the opinion that the rejily of jiis Ivnallency is 
not satisractory as certain iinj'.oilant ])oinls still recpiire fiiiihcr ( la: ilicMion 

and elucidation. 'J lu' CominilU'e, thererore. empowers the i’rcr,ident to jJacc 
the views of tlic Woiking (Jommil.lei* ht fiiro His I*ix •cllcjn'y and 7 'c(]!i<\sf, him 
to reconsider the matter regarding tlie assr.rauees asked lor in the i(^solution 
of the Woiking Dommiilee datid hc])lem])er IS and Octoher L’h Ih.'U), and 
thereby remove all doulits and aiiprehensnnis fumi tlie mind of Mnslim India”. 

U was also resolved that a tlelegalion on behalf of lln^ All-India Muslim 

T.eogiie. eonaisLing of the hon. ATr. h'azhil 11 nq, Vremier of Hen-al, the non. 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, I’reinier of Ihinjah, Sir Nazimmhliii, Home Alinisferi 
Jlengal and Ch. Klialiqnzzaman should visit Emzlaml as soon as iiossihle in 

order to put the ease of Alusliin India before the British iniblic, I’ailiament 
and His Majesty’s (dovernnient. 

Disciplinary Action 

Tlie AVoiking Committee eonsidered the statement of Air. Abdul Kehman 

Siddiqni regarding tlic ‘day of deliverance’. Air. Sidiiiqiii expressed his deej) 

regret on the language of tho statement and for any rctlection on the 

personality ot the Ihi'sidcnt. Tho Committee was of opinion that no incmhcr 
of tlie Working Committee shonld give pnbliir expression to liis vievis against 

the deeision of the Committee or of the Tresident while still remaining a 

member of the Working ('t)Tiiraitlce. 

’Fhe Ckimmittee eonsidered the resolution of the Conrical of the AlMinlia 

Aliislim League I'ossed on August PT and US, TKk) (regarding disciplinary 

uetiiin against three Aluslim League members ol the Council of State for 
serving on the Army liidianisalioii Committee and against Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan for his siieech in siipq.ort of the Indo-Lritish^ Trade Agieemenl in the 
Tunjab Assembly) and came to the eonclnsion that, according to the eonsti- 
tution and rules of the Ali-Jndia Aluslim League, no disciplinary action 
could be taken in the matter. 

Other TvESolutions 

The Working Committee ac(ei>t with regret the resignation of Syed Abdul 
Aziz, which he sent to the Committee on liis aiq-ointmuit as Lavv Member 
of H. E. H. the K nzam’s Coveriiment. The Committee places on record its 
a])preciation of his great services to tb.c All-India Aloslem League and, in 
]>ariicular, to Lihar ami tlie Woiking Committee of which he was a menVier. 
The Committee is glad to note that he will continue to take an abidim- 
interest in the inogress of the All-India Aloslem League and wislies him 
every suecees in Ids great and rcsi'onsihle otiice in the Nizam’s (iovcrnnient. 

“Ihe Working C’ommiLtce having carefully examined the gionnds of appeal 
against the decision of the IJ. P. ITovincial Aloslem League Council from 
lUilandshahr filed by Kuiuvar Ahdiis Salam Khan and having licard in person 
the Knnwar Saheb together witJi his legal adviser, are of the opinion that 
the decision of the Working Committee of the United Trovincial Aloslem 
League should be confirmed and the parties concerned be informed to act 
accordingly. 

‘The Committee considered the resolution of the Council of the All-India 
Moslem League passed on August 27 and 28, Ihaf), (regarding discii'linaiy action 
against three Moslem League members of the Council of State for serving on the 
Army Indianization Committee and against Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan for his 
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ppeech in support of the Indo-Biitisli Trmlc Ap:reomcnt in the riinjab ABsemhly) 
ftini came to the conclusion tliat accordinii; to the constitution anti rules of 
the All-India Moslem League no disciplinary action can ])e taken in the matter. 

“Ihe Working;" Committee dej'lores the tiring by the ]K)lice on Mahom- 
medans at Lurhanpur (Central ]‘roviiu*cp), on January and urp^es His 

Excellency tlie Covianor of tlic Ccntial Lroxinccs to api>oint an imj'artial 
tribunal to inquire into the incitlents and lake such stcj s as may be necessary 
for the conduct ol an imi'artial and lair impiiry.” 

U'he Committc'c also considered the lejuu-t of the National Guard Com¬ 
mittee and adiourned fnrtlier considcrati'on of it till the next meeliiip;. 

A committee^ consistiiif*; of the K’aja of i\lahmiHiabad. Nawab Ismail Khan 
and (^hudhury Khali(i-u7.-/.aiuan was a)>poinlcd to examine the ai>plicationB for 
afliliation to the All-India JMoslem Eeapue that have been sent by the Jhinjab. 
Assam, and Orissa Lrovincial Moslem i^eii};ues. 

The Workin}^ Committee concluded its sitlincB on the Oth. February after 
it heard fnnu its Fresident. Mr. M. A. Jninali, wliat lians;iiied betv\ecn Jiim 
and His Exec('llency the Viceroy at their meetini;. IMmuheis I'rescnt. were Kliwaja 
l^ir Naziniuddin, h^ir Alxlidla llaioon, Chaudri Khaliq-uz-/>nman, Nawab Mohd. 
Ismail, Khan Auraneuzeb Khan, ]\Ir. Abdur Ivahman Suldique. Mr. Abdul 

Ivaidl tShah, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan and Seth Kssak Sait. 

Western Democracy Unsuited for India 
Mu. Jinn All’s Tin sis 

In this cnmiect'on it (vouht be. jnferesti?i</ to I'cad an article of Mr. M. A, 
Jinnah lentten for ike ''Time, and Ttde" and issiicil from New Delhi 

on the ISth. Fil)ruary ll>4f), which clol-oratts hrs thetas that iceslei'n 
democracy is totally nnsiiited for India and that its imposifion on India is 
the disease in the body politic. He demands that a constitution must be waived 
that recoynises the enstence of two nations in Dnha, both of whom must 

share the (jorernance of their common Motherland. The following is the text of 

the article : — 

d'he constitutional maladies from which India at ]>resent siihi'rs may best, ho 
described us sym]>toms ot a disease inherent in the body ]>()lilic. AVitlumt 
dia^,nosing the disease, no nndeislandin^ of the synip.loins is I'ossible. lad ns, 
tlierdore, tirst diapnose the disease, then consider the symj-toms and llnally ariivc 
at llic remedy. 

Wliat is the poriti(*al future of India ? Tlie deidaicd aim of the Lrilisli 
Government is that Imlia should cn)oy iiominion status in accordance with the 
Statute of Wi'Slminster in the shortest ]>ra(‘ticable time. In outer that this end 
should be brought about, the British Govcinment, voi y natuially, would like to sec 
in India the form of democratic constitution it knows best and thinks best, under 
which the p^overnment of the country is entrusted to one or other ]>olitical ])aiiy 
in accordance with the turn ol the elections. 

Sucli, however is the ipnoiame about Indian conditions amon<;' even tlie 
members of the Ihitish Lailiament that, in Sjutc of all the experience of the iiast, 
it is even yet not realised that this form of p,overnniejit is totally unsuited to 
India. ]>emoeratie systems based on the concept of a homopijHHuis nation such 
as England are very definitely not a]*itlicable to betero^,e]i«onB countries such as 
India and this simple fact is tlie root eanse of all India’s constitutional ills. Even 
as Ilnder-Sccretary of State for India the late Lt. Gol. Muirhead failed to ai>])reciatc 
this fact for, de])lorin|j; the ])resent communal tension, lie expressed the opinion 
that tlie tendency on tlie ])art of both those in i)Ower and those in opposition was 
to consider that what llie ]iosi(ion now^ was would he (he ])Osition always. He 
deplored the failure of Indians to aiqueciate an essential feature of democratic 
povernment—namely, the majoiity and minoiify aie never permanent, and 
he, therefore, felt that the minorities’ opposition to FTderation on the assumption 
that, from *1 ontsel., ]t()wer would be in the hands of an irremovable majoiity, 
was iinteiuibh . But lie forpot that the whole concept of democracy postulatcB a 
siiiple peopiii, divided however much economically, and he mipht well have started 
hiB study of Indian i)roblems by consnltinp the report of tlie Joint Select 

Committee on Indian constitutional refoims (sessioiiB 1TJ3-‘J4 Vol. 1. yiara 1.) 

‘India is inhabited by many races often as distinct from one another in origin 

tradition and manner of life as are the nations of Europe. Two-thirds of its 

iuhabiiants profess Hinduism in one form or another as their religion, over 77 
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millions are followers of Islam ; and the difference between the two is not only 
of relijdon in tlie slricter sense, but also of law and culture. They may be 
said, imlced, to rei'icsojit two distinct 8oi)arate cdvili/atit^ns. Hinduism is distin¬ 
guished by the idienomenon of its caste wliich is the basis of its religious and social 
system and save in a very restricted field remains unafiected by contact with 
])lulosoi)]iics of the west : the religion of Islam on the other liand is based upon 
the conception of tlie equality ol man”. 

i’erhaj'S no truer description of India has been compressed into a I'ara^raph 
and. without this back-p,round, no understanding of Indian problems is ))os8ible. 
The Ibitish people must realise that Hinduism and Islam ‘represent two distinct 
and seiiarate civilisations’ and moreov(;r, are. ‘as distinct from one another in oiigin, 
tradition and maninu’ of life as are the nations of Europe’. 

d'hey are, in fac-b two dilferent nations and if this fact is accepted by 
no less an authority tlian the .loint 8eh;ct (’ommiUce, the Muslim peo)>le 
have cause to question the wisdom of tlie British (loveriimeiit, in forcing 
on India the westeiii system ol dcmoc-racy without the qualifications and 
limitations to wliicdi (he svstcni must be subject to make it at all suitable for 
Indian conditions. If, thercfoie, it is accej)tcd tliat there i.s in India a major 
and a minor nation, it follows that a ])ailiaiiKMit.ary system liascd on the majority 
principle must inevitably mean the rise of the major natuin. Expcuience lias ]>roved 
that, whatever the economic and jxdiiical ]>iogramme of any ]»olilical ]>arty, the 
Hindu, as a ct>:)(Mai inie, will vole ior firs caste-fellow ainl the ^Muslim for liis 
co-religionist. The Ibilish jieople, being Cinistians, sometimes lorcet tJie icligions 
wars of t.ln'ir own liistory and to-day consider religion as a luiviite and jtei’sonal 
matter between man and (Jod. I'his can never be the case in Hinduism and Islam, 
for both these religions are definite social codes which govern not, so miudi man’s 
relation with ids (lod as man’s relation with Ids neiglihoiir. 'i’hey govern not 
only his law and ('ulture but every aspect of his so<-iaI life and sii'-ii religions, 
essentially exclusive, (‘Oinjiletely ])recluele Ural merging of identity and unity of 
tlionght oil which tire western demociacy is based and inevit.alily biing about 
vertical rather than the horizontal divisions, cb'inocraey envisages. Wh'Bterii 
democracy is totally uiisuited f<jr India and its imposition on India is the disease 
in the hotly politic. 

Let ns now consider the inevilable symptoms. Led by an astute Hindu 
polUician of tlic iir.st rank, ITi'. (landhi, the Congrt'ss (wliicli is mainly a Himln 
botl} ) liad long foit'st'en that in the western toim of ilemocraey lay the fulfilment 
of their hoiies of a iiermiinent all-India dominance. All their ('ilbits and energies 
luul, theielort', been bent towaids securing for India a conipltdidy dcino(U'ati(* form 
of goternrnent and they realised (hat the new constitution would biing their goal 
imni'.'usinahly nearer if it could lie woiktd tin the lint's chalked tmt by their 
leadt'i and the working eommittee. 'i hereltwe, while crying that the new 
cijiiiditution was tluiroiiyhly unsalislat'toiy and totally nnacceptahle, the (Congress 
dt'cidid to tionO'st (lie ele.-tnins iit-ld beltue its inauguration and, as was ine\i(al)le, 
semiird ctnnplele majoiitic.s in tlie six Hintln ])ro\inces t»l India, namely, Lomhay, 
Madras, the U. P., the C. J‘., Ihhar and Orissa. 'I'lie (’ongicss, however, w'as as 
com])]e;ely defeated in the five Muslim provinces, namely, Bf'ugal, tJio I’unjab, 
Sintl, N. \V. l'\ P. ninl Assam autl even in tlie Hindu ])iovinccs failed to cajitiire 
any appueciahle iiiimher t)f seats in non-Hintlii ctmst it iiench'S, particularly 

the Aluslhn eh'ctoialt'S. d'his, uinloubtevHy, was an iinsati,-factory situation ftrr 

a self-styled ‘national’ party and the. exposure of its communal character seemed 
imminent. Pusliini- to Wanliia for guidance, the w’orking committee took stock. 
What was the ]K)siiion ? In five jwovinces llu'V had been defeated and wJiile tliey 

hehl a compli-te majoi'ity in six, the Oppositions, weak in numbcis though they 

were, were led by tire small but solid blocks of Muslim Jjcngnc mcmbcrR. 

Tliis situation had two very unsatisfactory aspects. First, it brought out 

the completely Hindu coinjiosition of tlie Congress ami, secondly, it would be 

diniciilt to ignore and override Muslim o}>j;ositions as long as the Govei-nors of 
provinces were in possession of sjiceial }>owcrs granted to safeguard the minority 
interest. 

Realizing at onec that such circnmstanecs would eotisiderably hinder their 

plans, the Congi'ess played its trump card. It refused to aecefd otliee. To the 

consternation of the Muslims and other minorities, overnight, tlic Viceroy and the 
Covernors became sniipliants. W’bat w’oiild the Congress have them do ? "What 
assurances did the Congress need ? 'I'lie answ’er was ready. Give us the under¬ 
taking that you will not exercise your special powers and we will accept office. 
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the coiiHlilutioiial guardians of minority and other rij^hts jettisoned 
tlicir iMi8t and aniicist inin-h mutual appreciation of each other’s ‘statesmanship’ 

tJie (biiarcss and the Lritisli Government came into i)olitical alliance. Victory 
ninnhci’ one. But there \vns still that troublesome first ]'oint. The whole j^ame 
would be u}) it I'Uicly Hindu Governments took oilice and in at least three of 

the six juoN'inecs not a sinyde Muslim had beim returned on the Con;;reBS ticket 

and not moio than one or two in the otheis. But what of it ? b^urely, tliere 

must be at least one anion;,,st tiie INIuslim inemlx'rs who w'Onld be unable to resist 
the bait, of a ministership. They would otl'er the miulsterslii]! provided he sit^ned 
tlie Goipurcss ])lcd;;e. But would the Governor aj;rec to this ‘camouf1a;re’ ? What 
did his Instrument of Instructions advise ? dii makiu;; appointments to Ids 
eonncil of miiiis!(us our Governor Hindi use his best endeavour to select his 
ministers in the followiim maiiiier, that is to say, in eoiisultatiou wdth the person 
wdu) in his judiiiuent is likely to c(mimand a st;d)io majriiity in the le;riwhiture, 
to a’ppoiiit tliose jausons (inclndine, so far as puacticahle meiidjcis of imitortant 
minouty communities) who will hest lx* in a position collectively to eominand the 
contidc'ina^ of tlie le;: isbit ure. But in so aelintt he shall liear constantly in mind 
the need of f()sU'iin;j, a sense ol icsj'onsihitity ainon;.;' his ministers’. 

Anxiously the wcukin;^, eommiltee analysed the implications. "I'lie iiistrtictions 
seemed to Ix' lu two I'urls. ]n the first the Gi)\(!rnor was inslrueted to use ‘liis 
Ix'sl (!nde;i\lUirs to seh'-d’ as ministers ‘...pcisous (iiicludin;:: as far as ]'racticahlo 
mcmlxes ot iin; ()!(ant minority communities; . ’ 'Hie spirit uiideilGim, these words 
was clear. It was to se ine impoilant minoiitic'S a ministei- who eoinmanded 
their conli.lc'n a*, am] since tlieie was no ditreicnci’ in tlie political pioeramnics of 
the CoiiLiiss and Muslim Ix'a.eue ])arlies in the lepislatiues, theii' was no reason why 
it was not d'!'"! di ah!('’ for a ^rlindim Li'apiie memher to lie ajij-oinled a minister. 

But wl'.at alxmt the last, line ? ‘But in so aetin;; he siudl hear in mind the 

need tor losterim.' sense ot joint respoiisihility amoni!; his Minisleis.’ dhis 
foi'tunately couhl he turned to suit tlieir ])uri>osc if the Governor was iireparcd 
to allow this Sv'cond part, advisoiy and siihsidiary to the m;>iii iiistr’Uetion, to 

oveiruh' the fust, 'i hey iiad hut to claim that ioint respoiisihility was imp.ossible 
unless the .'liisiim minister was ]>rei'aied to ahide by tlie deeisions of tlu' workin;^ 
eoiumitlee and tli-ar point was won. Mi'ekly the Goveniois acquiesced and in 

oidc!’ to allow tin* taineH'ss to deceive tlie ])nl)!ic by making it ajijiear that it 
was ‘naiional’ ami looking allt'r llie interests of the minoiities by incdiidinc; a 
*rei>!('seiita!i\('’ ot them in tin* Ihium il of Miiiisleis, accepted as IMiisiim minisli'rs 

indi\idna]s wh.o liy no shetcli ot imapiiialion could be rofrarded as ‘repri'sentatives’ 

ot ^.limlim community ami who, liy sieniny the Goncix'ss jdedpe, were 

resp'Onsibli' to the woikiiu; eommitlcc alone. Victory nnmiier two. 

Suipiiiu'd ])y such (»asy N'icioiies, the (^inpri'ss became into.xicated with 

]'Owei. 'i'he woikmp, committee ario.eated to itselt the j-.osition of a paiallel eenq-al 
(hivernment to whom the piosincial Governments were ix'sponsihle. Becioiud 
diclatois were a’p; oiiitcd, and tlic Minisleis wei(‘ cntiicly siihjcci. to tlu'ir orders 
j;euer;d!y, and no ]U(>vinci;d Ic;. islation could he cnaced witlioiil their a]>proval. 
d’liey then pi'oceevlcd tc' stitii' e\en the little ojtpo-ition that existed. Jiavinc dealt 
with tlu' Ibilisli, tlu'V now dealt with the jMiisIims. 

An India-wide atta -k on the .Mnslims was lannclu'd. Tn the five Muslim 
])i-()\'inccs (o cry attcmipt was made to dctc'at. th(> Pdiislim-lcd (.'.oalition IMinistries 
and )ty ofieiinp local ])o!!!ical Icadeis ministei shijis and other inducements, 
Goimrc'ss ]Minisiri('S came into power in at least two more jirovinces, the N. W. 
L. B. and Assam. 

In the six Hindu ju’ovinces a fvnL^urk'j!}/])f was iiiaucurated. Attemjits were 
made to havi' />G;,n/e l/a/nr,,/;/, the Congress ]iarly son;.';, recoeni/md as tlvc national 
aiillum ; the patty tiny reco-ni/.i'd as the national iiaa;, and the real national lan- 
p:uape Lulu supplanted by Hindi. Everyw'here oppression commeneed and com- 
p-lainls ]K>uicd in siu^li force into the Sliiblini Ja'apuc’s central ollico that the Birpur 
Gommittcc, whose rejiort is available, was aj>nointed to investicate these ptrievances. 
S;u-li overwdu'lmiiic; evidenec wuis collected Unit the Muslims, despairin;!: of the 
Viceroy and the Govirnors ever takiinr action to jirolcct them, have lately been 
forced to ask for a royal commission to rnvcstiqate their {;iievances. 

Sucli was tlie ]tosilion on the eve of the rcsie.nation of the U()np;re88 Ministries, 
a position over which the British peo])le mieht w’ell ponder. 1 h it their desire that 
India should liecome a totalitaiian Hindu State w'ith the central and all the ])rovin- 
cial Governments responeihle not to their legislatures or to the electorate but to a 
caucus unknown to the Constitution, the working committee of the Congress. They 
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may rest assured that such will he the inevitable result if the Congress demand for 
the right of framing India’s constitution through a constituent assembly is conceded. 

Let us consider briclly the implication of this nebnlous and irnju’ac.licable 
constituent assembly. To commence wdth, the question aris(!s why is this demand 
made at this paiLiculav time. The answer is obvious, 'i'hc war is to the working 
committee a lieavc/i-sent means of imrrcasirjg its rule from ov-'r eiglit provinces to 
over the wdiole of India, state and province. If the Ihilish (Jovernment are starnj^c- 
ded and fall into the trap under the stress of the critical situation created by the 
war, India will face a crisis the result of whicli no man could proidicsy, and I feel 
certain that Muslim India will never submit to such a position and will be forced 
to resist it with every means in their power. 

And of wliat type of constitutionalists will tins constituent ass('mbly consist ? 
There are in India roughly four hundred million souls who, through no fault of 
their own, are liopelcssly illiterate and consequently priest and caste-ridden. ’Fhey 
have no leal conception of liovv they are being governed even today and it is 
ju-oposed that to t!ie elected representatives of such, should Irnlia’s future constitu¬ 
tion ))c entriist(‘d. Is it too much to say that since the \’ast majority of the elected 
representatives will be illiterate Ilimlus the (tonstituent asseni))ly will be under the 
inlluence of Mr. Dandhi and the Congress leaders and the constitution that will 
emerge will be as the working committee direct ? 

Thus, through the constituent assembly, will the working committee attain its 
ends. British control and commerce will disaj)pear ; tiie Indian States will be 
aholi bed ; minority opposition will l)c slifled and a gieat Hindu nation will emerge 
governed by its beloved leader I\Ir. (Tandhi and the Congress wojking committee. 

^ We have now considered the disease and the symj)toms. Wliat is tlie remedy ? 
(1) The Biitish people must realise that unqualified Western democracy is totally 
unsnitiMl for India and attempts to impose it must cease, (l’) In India, it must be 
accepted that ‘i>R«‘ty’ government is not suitable and all Covernments, central or 
provincial, must be governments that rejirescnt all sections of the i)eople. 

In tliis connection the all-India I\Iuslini League has laitl down the following 
broad principles :— 

(1) ’]4iat tlie British Government should review and revise the entire problem 
of India’s future (lonstitution dc noto in tlie light of the exiierience gained by the 
working of the present ]>rovincial constitution, and develojiments that liave taken 
l>lace since or which may take place hereafter. 

(li) While the iMuslim League stands for a free India, it is irrevocably 
opposed to any federal olijectivc widch must nccessaiily result in a majority commu¬ 
nity rule, under the guise of democracy and ]mrliam(mtary system of Government. 

(3) No declaration regarding the question of constitutional advance for India 
shouKl be made without the consent and apiuoval of the All-India IMuslim Tieague, 
nor any constitution be framed and finally adopted by his majesty’s Government 
and the British Barliament without such consent and approval. 

To conclude, a eonstitution must he evolved that recognises that there are in 
India two nations who both must share the governance of their common mother¬ 
land. In evolving smdi a ('onstitntion the IMiisIims arc ready to cooperate with the 
British Government, the Gongress or any ])aity so that the i>rcscnt enemities may 
cease and India may take its place amongst tlie great countries of the world. 

Council Meeting— New Delhi—25th. February 1940 
Mu. JjNNAii ON League Demands 

The Couneil of the All-India Moslem League, at a meeting held at New Delhi 
on the 25th. February 1940, iinanimoiisly elected Mr. A. Jinnah as President 
for the forthcoming session of the League at Lahore. All the ITovincial Leagues 
had unanimously suggested his name. Mr. Jinnah, addressing the meeting, said :— 

‘‘I have already communicated to His Excellcney the Viceroy the resolutions of 
the Working Committee, and have intimated to His Excellency the view]ioint of the 
League. There the matter stands at present, and wc are now awaiting what His 
Excellency proposes to do next.” 

The League, he said, had put a fivefold demand before the Viceroy. First, the 
League had demanded a clear statement on behalf of the British Government that 
the present Act of 1933 would go lock, stock and barrel, and the entire scheme of 
constitutional reform would be examined de novo in tho light of cx))erience gained 
from the working of the Constitution during the last two years, and in the light of 
experience which might be gained in future. 

39 
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The Viceroy had assured them that the whole scheme of the Act of 1935 
would be examiiicd afresh, as also the policy and plan utulerlyino; it. 

"rhe second i)oint on which the Lea!;ue had insisted was that Moslems would 
not ai^reo to any declaration without their consent and approval bcinj; obtained for 
it, nor was any interim settlement to be made under the tlueat or at the behest of 
any other party, however strone; it niie;ht be, without the previoiis^ approval of 
Moslems. In this matter also the Viceroy had assured them that Jlis Majestty’s Govern¬ 
ment were fully alive to the im])orlanee of Moslems and any settlement which 
ignored them would be unthinkable. 

Mr. Jinnah said that this statement was unsatisfactory. This left them within 
the region of consultation ami counsel, while Moslems demanded that they them¬ 
selves siiould be the sole judges of llu'ir destiny. 

The third demand w'as that Indian, particularly ]\Ioslem, trooiis should not be 
used against any ?doslem country. 

Ill this rcspt'ct, Saul Mr. Jinnah, His Excellency had misunderstood the 
League, d'lie Li'aioie ne\'ci asked liie (Jovern meut that Imliau troops slioiild not be 
used in t-Iic doicnce of India. V> Jiat it' bad askial was tnat Indian Lioops should 
not be used against a IMoslcin couui.ry outside India. 

'llie fourl li demand was for the set (lenient of the Arab question, and Mr. 
Jinnah urged, on behalf of tlie I.eaguo, that tlie so-callcd eiideavouis to reach a 
sell lenient would not do, and the Ihitish Government must reach a seitlement to 
the salisfacl-ioii of tiie Arabs foi ibvvilli. 

The last demand of the League related to Moslem grievanees in Con- 
grcss-govei’ued ])i-o\iiices. It ivas tine tluit the (hoei nor-General eould not 
inicivc'iie wlnm the ('ongress Ministri(*s did not exist, d he question, howei'er, 
Jiad two nsix'.-ls. Lust, ilu; i.eamui liad made it ahiiiulaiil I y clear tliat 
Moslems had been opi>re.ss('d in (tongress-govenied juovinees, and members of 
the Jjcague wei'c made tin' spc;-ial tareeis, 'J'lie L'oncrtss High Command 
liad charaeteiised lln*se statements as false, but was willing to set up a judicial 
committee. 'Ihal. ])io))Osid was alisurd. 

“On the other liaiid 1 had oflered to ac.-c))t n royal commission, consist¬ 
ing of two ])eople from outside India.” Mr. Jinnah said, ‘Jt was tliea said that 
the (kmgress was not willing to liave outsiders .as arbitrators in (lieiro domes¬ 
tic aflairs. As if Sir Maurice (Hvycr was born in Wardba,” iMr. Jinnah declared 
Ihcl. lie reiiealed the demand. 

d'he second aspect of the question was whether the ILl'Ii Command 
caucus minisLiic's were again to be put into oliice. d he ‘Jhdiverance Day” 
demonstrations had amply shown how every section of the peOiJe outside the 
Congress wnis oiiposed to Congress Rule. 

ddie (incstion was that of the luolec-tion of minorities. Mr. Gandhi in this 
connexion had recently stated lluit everyone in India should depend iijion himself 
lor his protection, ddiat meant tiiat every minority slionld have an army of its own 
and not depend on tlie Government for its ])rotecti()n. Moslems, however, were not 
a minority but a nation, Mr. .linnah asserted. 

“Teople ask me what is oiir goal. If you do not understand even now, 
then J say you will never understand what our goal is. Great Britain wants to 
rule India. Mr. Gandhi wants to rule India and the Moslems. We say that we 
will not let cither the British or Mr. (Jandhi rule the Mosleins. We want to be free.” 

Ivcfcrring to tlie Congress claim to be a protector of the minorities, Mr. 
Jinnah quoted a letter from Mr. Gandhi to a prominent citizen of Hnkknr in which 
he said : “The re-incorporation of Sind in tlie Bomliay Presidency may or may 
not bo a good jirojiosition on other grounds, but certainly it is not for the 
purpose of greater [)rotection of life and property. Every Indian, be he Hindu or 
any other, must learn the art of proiecting himself. It is a condition of real demo¬ 
cracy. Jhc State lias a duly, but no State can protect those who will not share 
with it the duty of protecting themselves.” 

Mr. Jinnah also quoted the statement of Mr, Gandhi in the latest issue of the 
ITarijan in which Mr. Gandhi admitted that the pro])er organisation to enter into 
settlement was the Hindu IMahasahha bo far as the Hindus where concerned. Mr. 
Jinnah asked, “w'ho does Mr. Gandhi represent ?” and replied Vertainly not the 
Mussalmans.” 

Resolutions— Con sTiTurJONAL isstte 

The Council confirmed the resolutions on the war and the Indian constitu¬ 
tional question raised by the Working Committee on Sciitembei* 18, October 22 
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and February 3 and 4. During the discuBsion on the resolutions, Mr. Jinnah made 
a survey of the ]) 08 ition since the outbreak of the war and reiterated the Moslem 
League’s demands and emj'hasized the determination of tlie League to let 
neither the Lritish nor Mr. Gandhi rule over Moslems. j\Ir. Zafar Ali, tSir Raza Ali, 
Mr. Rarkat Ali, Mr. Jlossain Imam, the Jvajii of Ihrpiir and tSir ^Shcr Mohd. 
Khan also s])oke. 

ISir Raza Ali said that the feeling among educated young Moslens was that the 
League should reach a settlement with the Congress. O’he Raja of 1 irpur and Mr. 
Jinnah thought that it wnis wrong to atlril)iite to youth views which, in their opinion, 
W'erc Sir Raza Ali’s own. Sir Itaza Ali defended his statement and said he was 
only acting as a messenger. 

Vickroy’s Speech Condoned 

The meeting passed a resolution, moved by Mr. Naimnl Haq (Rihar), expres¬ 
sing dissatisfiictioji w'ith t])e Viceroy’s sjieech at the Orient Cluli, Roinbay, and 
placing on record bitter resentment at 8ir Hugh Neil’s statement declining to 
appoint the Royal Commission demanded by Mr. Jinnah. 

Frontier C>ue-:tion 

The Council agreed to the alliliation of the Assam and Orissa Moslem Leagues 
and adopted a resolution on the forward policy of the Government with regard to 
the Frontier. 

'J’he resolution wdiich w'ns moved by Mulami Zufar Ali, runs ns follows:— 

‘'The Council views with alnrm tlie recent decision of tlie Rritish Government 
which created the impression that it intends to annex 'Whiziristan, the liomcland 
of tile indc))eJidcnt I’alhan triiicr, with whom a war on a minintiire scale is being 
at ]>resent w^aged on vvliat is known as the Ahmedzai l^alicnt acioss the Kohat- 
Jhanmi Rinc. Wliile the Council coiuhmins the action of the Ror<lcr tribes in 
carrying out raids on Riilisli aieas. it lias no hesitation in oiic(; more declaring 
that these laids are iiispiied by the iear that the Rnlisli Go\eminent is bent ni)on 
depriving the Rordcr tribes of their freedom which tlu-y love more than their lives. 

“In view of the international silualion in iMiroj)e and the dangm- of its 
spreading to the Near and Middle East, the Council calls upon the Riitish Govern¬ 
ment to reconsider tlicir forward policy and take immediate ste})S to ])acily the 
Bonier tribes and assure them tlmt tlie British Government is not inimical to 
Islam and is anxious to restore peace and order by friendly eo*0};eratioii with the 
Border tiihes.” 

Sir Shvr il/o/o/. Khan was o])i'-oscd to the forwaird I'olicy, but felt that, the 
mover did not understand tlie lacts correctly. Sir t^ber Molul’s reading 
W'as tliat (Jovernment had no intention of annexing Waziristan. Jle asked the 
Council to realize what ha\oc these raids were causing on tire Frontier, both 
amongst the Hindus and the Moslems. The main obji'ct of the raiders was to 
obiain money. He siig,costed that hefoi'e ])assing tire resolution tiny should invite 
the opinion of the luovineial Moslem League as to whei.her tire Government’s 
action was justified. Several speakers sujiported the resolution. Mr. .linnali, in 
])iitung the resolution to the vote, said that they could obtain the Government's 
intention during tire Budget debates in the Central Assembly. Tire Council then 
adjouriicd sine die. 


Annual (27th) Session—Lahore—22n(l March 1940 

The Welcome Address 

Amidst BcencB of grral. enthusiasm the 27th. session of the All-India Muslim 
League 0 ])encd at Lahore on the 22iid. March 1940 in a huge pandal wliieh was 
tastefully decorated with tings and Imntings. I\lr. A/. A. J/nnah, juesident-elect, 
arrived at 2-50 p. m. and was eonducted to the piuulal in a procesBion to the 
accom]'animent of bag-i>ipes. He received a great ovation at the pandal. 

Tlmt the greatest achievement of the Muslim League iu recent times was the 
Federal scheme in India, was the view cxiuessed by Nawab Shah Nairnz Khan 
of Mamdot, chairman of the ie<-eption eommitiee, welcoming the delegates to the 
League. The Nawab said that this achievement which pi-otectod the I\Itisliras and other 
minorities against a calamity which endangered their very existence, would remain 
a bright chapter in the history of Indian Muslims. The All-lmlia Muslim League 
was to-day working on sueli lines as would not only cnsirro. tlie national life and 
independence of the Mussalmans of India, but at the same time protect other com- 
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miinitiefl. He was liappy that the Miissalmans had fully ^^rasped this ideal of 
their only reproBcntative organisation and they w'ere mustering strong under the 
flag of the All-India Muslim League. 

The ideal of free Mussalmans in a free India, continued the speaker, was an 
ideal which neither the British Government nor the Congress dare charac^terize as 
unreasonahle. The All-India Muslim l^eague upheld the cause of India’s freedom 
but it could not tolerate that the rights of Mussalmans should be usurped by the 
majority community. The Mussalmans would reject any scheme of reform that 
did not safeguard Muslim rights. 

Speaking on the Act of 193.0, Sir Shah Nawaz said that the western type of 
government did not suit India and the cx[)eriencc of the past two-and-half years’ 
administration in Congress majority ]>rovinces liad am])ly proved this. The Mussal- 
mans could never tolerate that they should live in suljjection to a community 
which had no common ground with them as regards religion, culture and civiliza¬ 
tion. The Euroi)ean communities could not tolerate the domination of another 
nation, added Sir Shah Nawaz, although they had practically the same religion, 
culture and civilization. 

1 iiscLissiug the communal question, Sir Shah Nawaz said that as many as 2!) 
attemi)tB had been made in the last quarter of century, hut no settlement had yet 
been arrived at. ’J’hc reason for the breakdown of negotiations on every occasion 
was that the Congress refused to accei)t the basic juincijde of separate electorates 
for the Musalmans, and if they did so they did it in a form in which JMussalmans 
could not maintain their identity and independence. Referring to the working of 
j)rovincial autonomy, Sir Shah Nawaz said that in order to run a ])opular Govern¬ 
ment efliciently the majority should try to satisfy the minorities and inspire con¬ 
fidence it» them in every possible way, Imt he was sorry to observe that the attitude 
of the CongrcBS had been to the contrary. Sir Shah Nawaz described how the 
Bunjab (iovernment was doine everything to satisfy the minorities aiul keej) them 
eontt'iit. 'I'hc minorities had been given full representation in the Government in 
the Runjab and Bengal. During the pJist three years the run jab Government had 
Bi>ent 2^ erores of ru])pees on the famine-stiieken villagms of the south-east I’unjab, 
a majority of whom were Hindu .Tats. Coneluding. Sir Sliah Nawaz Khan de- 
]>lored that some very ]nominent Muslim leadens liad cut adrift from their com¬ 
munity and joined the Congress, which was not fighting for the indei)endence of 
India but only for the domination of the Congress and the Hindus after the British. 

Presidential Address 

In the course of his address Mr. Mahoiued Alt Jiiniah said; — 

“The British Government and Bailiamcnt, and more so the British nation, 
have been for many decades past hronght and nurtured with settled notions about 
India’s future, based on developments in their own country which have built the 
British constitution, functioning now through the Houses of I’arliameut and tlie 
Cabinet system. 'I heir eonce])! of parly government fiiiiclioning on ]K)litical i)lanes 
has become the ideal with them us the best form of goveinment for every (‘ountry. 
And the one-sided and powerful propaganda, which iiutiindly a]>peal8 to the British, 
has led tlicm into a serious hi under in ]>rodueing the constitution envisaged in the 
Government of India Act of 193.b. Wc And that most of the leading statesmen 
of Great Britain, saturated with these notions, have in their i)ronouncement8 
seriously asserted and expressed a ho])e that the ])assagc of Time will harmonize 
the inconsistent elements in India. 

‘‘A leading journal the The Times, eommcnling on the Government of India 
Act of 193.0, wrote that ‘undoubtedly the diilerence between the Hindus and Moslems 
is not only of religion in the strict sense of the word, but also of law and culture, 
tliat they may he said indeed to represent two entirely distinct and separate civili¬ 
zations. Ilovvever, in the course of time, the superstitions will die out and India 
will be moulded into a single nation’. 'J'hesc fundamental and dec])-rooted difler- 
ences—Bi)ii itual, economic, cnltnral, social and jiolitical have been euphemized as 
mere ‘suiierstitions’. But surely it is a flagrant disregard of the past history of the 
subcontinent of India, as well as the fundamental Islamic eoncejition of society 
vis-a-vis that of Hinduism, to characterise them as mere ‘superstitious.’ 

“Notwithstanding a thousand years of close contact these nationalities are as 
divergent to-day as ever, and they cannot at any time he expected to transfer 
themselves into one nation merely by means of sidqecting them to a demoeratic 
constitution and holding them forcibly together by the unnatural and artificial 
methods of British I’aiTiamciitary statutes. 
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“What the unitary Government of India for loO years has failed to achieve 
cannot be realized by the imposition of a central federal government. It is incon¬ 
ceivable that the fiat or the writ of a p:ovcrnment so constituted can ever command 
willinjj; and loyal obedience thron^lioiit the subcontinent by various nationalities, 
cxce])t by means of armed force boliind it. 

“The i)roblcm in India is not of an inler-communal character, br.t manifestly 
of an inter-national one, and it must be treated as such. tSo lon^ as this basic 
and fundamental truth is not realized, any constitution that may no built will 
result in disaster and will prove destructive and harmful not only to Moslems, 
but to the British and Hindu also. If the British (Jovernment are really in earnest 
and arc sincere in their desire to secure the ]>eace and happiness of the ])eople of 
this subcontinent, the only course 0 ]>en to us all is to allow the major nations 
separate homelands by dividini^; India into ‘autonomous national States’. 

“There is no reason why these States should be antagonistic to one another. 
On the other hand, the rivalry and the natural desire and etlorts on the part of 
one to dominate the social Older and establish ])olitical su])rcmacy over the other 
in the p;overnmcnt of the country will disai)])car. It will tend more towards 
natural {goodwill by international ])acts between them and they can live in com¬ 
plete harmony with their neighbours. This uill lead, further, to a friendly settle¬ 
ment all the more easily with regard to minorities by reciiuocal arrangements and 
adjustments bctw'ccn Moslem India and Hindu India, which will far more adequate¬ 
ly and eiTectivcly safeguard the rights and interests of the jMoslenis and various 
other minoiitics. 

“It is extremely dihicult to a])]u-eciate why our Hindu friends fail to under¬ 
stand the real nature of Islam and Hinduism. They aie not reli^rions in ihe strict 
sense of the w'Oid, but are, in fact, diircrent and distinct social oideis, and it is 
only a dr(;am that Hindus and iHoslems can ever evolve a common nationality, 
dliis misconcei'tion, of one, Indian nation, has ^onc far beyond the limits and is 
the cause of most of our troubles and wdll lead India to destruction it we fail to 
revise our notions in time. 

“d'iie Hindus ami Moslems have diflerent reli).;ions ))biloso]>]iics, soHal eustoms, 
literature. They neither inter-niairy nor dine together, and indei'd, they bclon^ to 
two dilh'rent civilizations which are based mainly on conliictin^ ideas and <‘on(‘ep- 
tions. Their views on life and of life are difliMaait. It is quite clear liiat Hindus 
and Moslems derive their insi)iralion from ditlerent souices of Idsfory. d'liey have 
diflerent ej/ics, their licroes are (lifl'crent, and tliey luive ditlcicnt cjiisodcs/ Very 
often tlie liero of one is a foe of the otlier and likewise, tlnar victories and defeats 
oveilap. To yoke together two such nations under a single Stale, one as a 
iiiimeiieal ministry and the otlier as a majority, must lead to ^,r(^^^in^ discontent 
and final destruction of any fabric that may be so built up for tlie {joverumeut of 
such a State. 

‘History has ])reseutcd to us many examples, such as (he uiiiou of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Czeclio-Slovakia and JViland. History lias also showui 
to ns many geo^raphicuil tracts, much smaller than the siib-conlinent of India, 
which otherwise mit;ht have been called one country, but, which have been 
divided into as many States as there are nations inhabiting; them. 'Hie 
Balkan Peninsula coratuises as many as seven or ei^ilit soveieicii Stales, 
idkew'ise, the Portuguese and the Spanisli stand divided in the Iberian Peninsula 
where as under the i>lea of the unity of India and one nation wbicli docs not exist, 
it is sonj;ht to imrsne hoie the line of one central goveinment when we know that 
the history of the last 1 LTK) years lias tailed to adiieve nnily and has witnessed, 
during these a{;es, India always di\ided into Hindu India and Moslem India. 

“'Hie present artificial unify of India dates back only to the British 
conquest and is maintained by (he British bayonet, but tlie ferminafioii of tiie 
British regime, which is implicit in the recent declaration of His IMajcsty’s 
Government, will bo tlio lierald of the entire break-up witli the worst disaster 
that has ever taken ];lacc dining the last l.ffO years to Moslems, l^nrely 
that is not the legacy wliich the British would bcqncalli to India after 150 
years of rule, nor would Hindu and Moslem India lisk sucli a sure catastio]>he. 

‘‘Moslem India cannot acce]it any eonstiliUion which must nei'cssarily 
result in a Hindu niajoiily government. Hindus and Moslems brought togetlu'r 
under a democratic system forced upon the minorities, can only mean Hiiulu 
laj. Democracy of the kind with which the Gongress Idgli command is 
enamoured would mean the comiilete destiuetion of what is most precious in 
Xelam, We have had ample experience of the woiking of the pioviiicial 
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couBtitiitioTis durinp; the last two and a half years and any repetition of such 
a f^overnnient must lead to civil war and the raising of ]uivate armies, as 

recommended by Mr. Gandhi to the Jlindus of Sukkur when he said that they 
must defend themselves violently or non-violently, blow for blow. If they can¬ 
not, then tlu^y must emigrate. 

“The Moslems arc not a minority as it is commonly known and underslood. 
One has only to look round. Even to-day according to the British map of 
India, out of 11 provinces, four provinces where the Moslems dominate more 

or less are functioning notwithstanding the decision of the Tliridu Congress 

high command to non-co-operate and prepare for civil disobedience. Moslems 

are a nation according to any dclinition of a nation, and they must have 
their homelands, their territory and their State. VVe wish to live in peace 

and haimony with our neighbours as a free and indei)endcnt people. Wo 
wish our people to develop to the fullest our spiritual, cultural, economic, 

social and political life in the way that w'e think best and in consonance 

with our own ideals and acc.ording to the genius of our people. Honesty 

demands, and the vital inteiest of millions of our peo])le impose a sacred 

duty u]ion us to find an honourable and peaceful solution which w^ould be 

just and fair to all. But at the same time w'e cannot be moved or diverted 

troin our jiurpose and objective by threats or intimidations. We must be 

])rcpared to face all ditlicuiltics and consequences and make all the sacrifices 
that may be required of us to a(*hicve the goal we have set before us.” 

Jtevievving the ]'osition since the last session of the League at Patna in 
Dei'ember, l‘Jd8, Mr. .liniiah touched on the Vidya Mandir scheme in Nagpur 
and the Wardha Hcheme all over India, the “repression of Moslems in the 
Congre'ss-goveriKHl ])i oviihts and the way in which the Moslems were treated in 
some of tl\c Indian Stjiles’’ and t.ht; issue in Jhijkot. 

“Hefore the w'ar was declared”, he eontinued, “the greatest danger that tlic 
Moslems of India faced was the ]>()Ssiblo inauguration of the federal sehcinc in 
this count]y, Ihit the Moslem J^cagiie stoutly resisted it in every direction and we 
shall never accejit the federal scheme as embodied in the Government of India 
Act of IDdo. 

But after w'ar w^as declared, the Viceroy naturally wanted help from tlie 
Leapuc. Sudilcnly there came a change in the attitude of the Viceroy towards me. 
I was treated oil the same basis as Mr. Gandhi. This was the severest blow to 
the Gongress liigli com maud. I was wonder-st ruck. Why was T all of a Budd('n 
pronioud ami given a ]>lare side by side with IMr. (Jnndhi. 'J'hc answer is the 
All-India Bloslem JiCagiie (loud a])plausc). 1 believed that w'ns the first shock 
that the C-ongiess Jiigh command got and 1 tell you that they have not recovered 
from it yet. 

“Now T want you, therefore, to realize the value and importance and 
significanci^ of the Moslem League and organize yourselves. Ulie INIoslems of 
India aic now’ conscious and awake. This institution is not going to be destroyed 
by anybody, IMen may eome and men may go, Imt the IMoslem licague will live. 

“After the declaration of war the itosition of the Moslem League was a 
delicate one. We were between the devil and the deep sea. We stand 
unequivocally for the freedom of India (cheers). But this is not the freedom which 
is the goal of the (’ongicss. We have had enough exjiericnce ^luring the last two 
and a half years of the (’ongress attitude towards Moslems in the Congress-governed 
jirovinces and we have learnt many lessons and w'e are not going to trust anybody. 
At any rate we do not tiust anydody who has once betrayed us. 

“I never dreamt that the Congress would ever come so now as they did in 
the Congress-governed luoviiices but facts are more imi)ortaiit than belief. I never 
believed that theie could be a gentleman’s agreement between the British 
Government and the Congress. We cried ourselves hoarse day in and day out 
against what was ha{)pening in the Congress-goveiucd ]u-ovineeB but the Governors 
remained siqiine and the Govcrnor-Geiieial expressed his liclplessness because of 
that gentleman’s agreement. We remiuded them of the special responsibilities 
it devolved iqvon them for giving j)rolc(5tion to the minorities but these respon- 
sihilities have become a dead letter. Providence came to our help and the 
gentleman’s agreement was broken and the Congress went out of oflice. They are 
now sorry that they did it. They want now to come back but how can they do 
it ? We cannot trust and rely upon others and I appeal to you with all the 
earuestnesB that I can command to organize yourselves. This is the best and only 
safeguard. You must depend iqiGn yourselves. 
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“After the outbreak of war, the Conp:refis asked the British Government to 
make a declaration. The Viceroy says that he has made a declaration but the 
Congress wants another kind of declaration, 'i'he Congress says ‘we want you to 
declare that India is free at once and indejiendent and we will frame our own 
constitution by means of a constituent ass(‘.m])ly to be elected on the basis of 
adult franchise or the lowest franchise which will satisfy the legitimate minorities, 
ami Mr. Gandhi says that it the minorities are not batisfic I with this a Jiigh 
tribunal will decide the dispute. Besides the pro])osal of a constituent assembly 
being of an impracticable and nebulous cbaraclcr histoiically and constitutionally, 
it is an absurd thing to ask tlic ruling power to agree to a consul lent assembly. 

“Supposing we do not agree with tlie imijority then we are allowed to disagree 
only on iioints wliich deal stiictly with safeguanls. The i)resunii)tion is that when 
the constituent assembly comes into operation the Ihitish Goi ernnient will 
disapj)ear. It follows that substantial ])ower must lie traaslcired to the assembly. 
Ilow is tills to be impleuH'uted and ])ra‘*t,ised and who is the authority ? Mr, 
Gandhi, bec^ause the British Goveinment will have parted willi jxiwer completely.” 

‘^:>lr. Gandhi has been saying for the last L’U yeais tiiat there cannot be any 
Swaraj w'ithout 1 lindu-Mosleru unii.y. Mr. Gandlii is lighting for a constitmuit 
assembly. May I point out to lUr. Gandhi and tlie Congress that tliey are lighting 
for a ^•onstitueiit assembly whieb we eaiiuot accept. 'J'herefore, the idea of a 
couslituent assembly is iiu])raelicable and iinacee])lable. 

‘‘i\Ir. tJandbi wants a eouslitncnt assembly lor the purpose of ascertaining the 
views of the Moslems and if they do nut agiee he will give up all lupcs and then 
will Hgiee with us. 

“If there exists a will to come lo a settlement with tiie Moslem lasagne, then 
why docs not iMr. Gandhi, as I have said moie than onci’, honestly aeree that the 
Congress is a Hindu oig-aui'.ation and that it repiescmts anything but a solid 
body of Jlimliis ? Wliy should JMr. (-amlhi not be ]>roml to say ‘I am a Hindu’ 
ami that the Congress is a Hindu body ? I am not ashamed ol saying that. 1 am 
a Moshmi and that the lAIoslem ia'ague is representative of iMobiems. Why all 
this canioullage 7 Why this Ihreat of civil ili.^obeilienee 7 And w'liy this fight for 
a constituent assembly 7 Why should not IMr. G.amlhi come as a iJiiidii leader 
and let me meet liim ])romlly lepiesenting the I^loslems 7” 

I’ro'cceding, IMr. Jinnah said that after the oulbicak of ivar they liad asked 
the British Government to give assmanees on several jKiints. They had made 
an advance witli rcgaid to one ]>oi!it. Tlieir demand that t.he constitutional 
]>roblem of India be examined nm*w bad been accepted by tlie Biitish Government. 
As regards other matters they w^ere still negotiating. 

“We have asked the British Goveinment,” said Mr. Jinnah, “to make a 
deelaration that no constitution will be thrust n])on ns without our a])proval and 
consent, that no Indian settlement will be made with any ]>aity behind onr back 
and without our approval ami consent. I trust tliat tiiis is a fair and just demand. 
Wo do not want a constitution thrust U]ion ns which the Moslems do not want. 

“I hope tlie British Goveinment will give this assiirame. Wliether give it 
or not, we must depend on our inherent, strength. I declare lierc that if any 
declaration is made by His Majesty’s Goveinment vvitlioiit onr approval and onr 
consent, Moslem India will lesisl it, and no mistake should he made on that score.” 

With regard to Balestine, Mr. Jinnah urged that the national demands of 
the Arabs in Palestine should be met forthwith. 

Referring to the despatch of Indian troo]»H abroad, Mr. Jinnah said : ‘ There 
seems to have been a misunderstanding. We have made it clear that we never 
intended that Indian troops shoidd not be used for the deft'iiee of tlie Indian 
people. What we wanted was that Indian troops should not be sent against 
Moslems or any Moslem power. 

Resolutions “Second day-Lahore—23rd. March 1940 
CONSTITUTIONAI. PROBLEM 

The second open session of the League commenced at J p.in. on the 23i'd. March, 
Mr. M. A. Jinnah presided. The pamlal resounded wdth eheers of Shcrrcii-Bcugal 
Zindahad when Mr. Fuzlal llnq arrived at J-lf) j>. m. 'Hie whole gathering stood 
up to welcome the Premier of Bengal. Mr. Iliiq moved the following resolution 
on the constitutional problem :— 

*1. While approving and endorsing the action taken by the Council and the 
Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League, as indicated in their resolu- 
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tions (l:il,o(l the 271,h of Aiif^iifit, 17th and 18th ot September and 22nd of October 
IDiJl), and 3rd of February 1910 on the constitvitional isHue, this session of the 
All-India I\luslitn Leai^uc emphatically reiterates that tlie sclieme of Federation 
enii) 0 (lic(l in the (Jovcirnment of India Act, IDJ”) is totally iinsuited to and 
unworkable in the peculiar conditions of this country and is altogether unacceptable 
to Muslim India. 

“2. It further rct-ords ii.s emphatic view that while the declaration dated the 
18th of October 1331), made by the Viceroy on behalf of his Majesty’s Government 
is reassuring!, in so far as it declaics that the policy and })lan on which the 
Government of liulia Act 133 , is based will be reconsidered in consultation with 
tlic various ])arlics, inton'sts and communities in India, Muslim India will not be 
satislied unless the whole constitutional ]»lan is rci-onsidered (/c navo and that no 
revised i>lan would be acceptable to the Muslims unless it is framed with their 
approval and consent. 

“3. Lesohe.d that it is the considere<l view of this si'ssion of the All-India 
Muslim Leamie that, no constiluMonal i)lan would be woikable in this country 
or acc(‘pt,al)le to the Muslims unless it is designed on (he follovvin;i, basic jirinciple 
vi/,, that ,i;eo!riaphically contiguous units aie (lemarcated into regions wdiich should 
be so cousinuted with such teiritorial readjustments as may be neci'ssary that 
the areas in which the iMuslims are numeiii-ally in a majority, as in the north- 
wa'stern and easlein zones of India, should be {^rouped to constitute ‘independent 
states’ in which tlie couslitueiit units shall be autonomous and sovitreiifn. 

‘^Thal, adeiiuate, clhtctive and mandatoiy safe^iiaids shoidil l>i! spiadfically ])ro- 
vided in the constil u t,ion lor minorities in llit; units and in the recitins tor the 
])iotection of their reli;j.ious, cultural, economic, ])oIitical, admimstrativ(! and other 
rights and inliuests in consultations with them and in other ]>aits of India where 
the Mussalmans aie in a minoiity aderpiate, <‘Hei*!ive ami mandatory sale;!.uards 
shall I'c snecitically ])rovided in the eonslitution for them and ollu'r miuoiities for 
the protection of t'heir nliirious, cultural, economic, ])olilical, admiiiistiativc and 
other rights and interests in consullation with them. 

‘‘'J'jiis session further authorise the AVorkiii”- G-omrnitlee to frame a scheme of 
constitution in ac,coi'dance wntli these basic ])iinciples ])rovidin^ for the assumption 
finally l)y the r(‘S|)ective 7ep,ions of all powers such as defence, e>:t('inal all’airs, 
commnni'-ations, customs and such other matters as may be necessary’’. 

M'ovin^ the resolution Mr. Fa:lul Hn<i saiil : We have stated dednitely and 
iipeipiivocaliy that what we want is not meiely a tinkering with the idea of 
fcdeiation but its thorough overhauling: so that the fedeiation may ultimately p,o. 
This idea ol fiHlerallon must not only be post])oned but aliandoncd altogether. On 
masy an occasion on the ])latft)nu of tin' Muslim Leaitnc and tlie other day on the 
tloor of the. House in the Ih'ieaal L(‘!J,islalive. Assembly, 1 made an emphalie and 
dclinitc assertion that the IMussalmans of India will not eonsent to any such 
Bchcme which is framed without our a])proval. We will make such a constitution 
absolutely unworkable. I br)i>e those who may liavc in their iiower to shape the 
future constitution of India will take the Muslim fcelinys into (‘onsideration and 
not take any stc]) which may be refj;rctted. We liave made oiir iiosition absolutely 
clear, d'he problem is very simile. At present the Muslims eonstitute 83 millions 
scattered all over India. It may sound a hie: number but, as a matter of fai^t, the 
Muslims arc in a weak ])Osition numerically in fdmost ev'cry ]>rovincc of India. In 
the Fnnjab and I’>en}i:al w(' are in an etlectivc majority and are hoi^iilossly in 
minoiity elsewhere. 'Ihc ])ossion is such that whatever may he tlie constitution, 
Muslim interests are hound to suffer just as they have sutlered during tlie last 
three years of the working of ]>rovincial autonomy. 

Mr. Fa/dnl Haq characterised as nn-Islamic sentiments the recent statement of 
Manlana Ahiil Kalam A/ad in his presidential address that the Muslims should 
not feel nervous. Eighty millions was not a small mimher and they need not be 
afraid. Mr. J<h/lul Haq said even if a snnieient proportion of 80 millions had 
been congregrated in one ]>rovinee we would have nothing to fear. fSituatetl as we 
are, oiir ])olitieal enemy can take advantage of the situation. Our friends wdll 
remember tliat even in the runjab and Itengal onr ])osition is not very safe. In the 
legislatures wx* are not in such large majority ; we have to seek the help of other 
interests and minorities to form coalition governments wdiich are the wx'akest form 
of Governments known to eonstitntionalists. As regards the other provinces we 
are in a very weak position and are at the mercy of the majority. Until a satis¬ 
factory solution is found of this unequal distribution of Muslim population it is use¬ 
less to talk of constitutional advance or of safeguards. 
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1 earnestly a]')i)eal to my Muslim friends throughout India to remain united 
and exercise calm and sober judgment and remember that vve have to stand on 
our own teet and cannot rely on anybody. It is a ease of every ono for Iiimself 

and no one for Musliius of India. Mr. 11aq api>ealed to the audience to accej>t 

his motion and hoped the result would be g(jod. 

Seconding the resolution }n)iidh iiry Khahqu?-zaman said that they should 
consiilcr the circumstances which iiad forced the MubIiiiis ( j demand soi)ara- 
tion and their own (toverjnuent where they were in majoiity. Jhrslly, the 

rcspoiisibilily of this demand rested on the British Government, who in order 
to exploit the liulians declared that India w'as one nation and slart.etl the 

inajoiity ajul minoiity question. They opened the Hood of sucb stu[)endous 

l)ropaganda that the (picstion came to be*, regarded as a real piobbmi, wluueas 
in tael, this question did not exist. After the P.iitish, Congress and the 
majoiity comniuniiy were responsible lor tlic Muslims demand for sci)ara- 
ti(m. d'hc W'ojlving of the provincial ])art of the Act of IdC) in t-ongress 

])iovinces during tlii! last three \ears had linally deci<led the question of 

sejtaralion. 'i'he tiasilmcnt that the minorities in these pro\in<*,es bad received 

at tln^ bands ol the majoiity neeihnl no comment. The IMuslims had now 
renliscd that their existence was in danger, and il they wanted to maintain 
then identity tlu'y must struggle for it. Thiid and last, tlie lesponsibdity 

Was of tliose IMnsliius who tiual to split the tanks ol Muslims by sidtiiig 

U]> rival (uy.anisati()ns or joining tlie CVmgiess or otlmr non-Muslim political ])ai ties. 
C ntiniiing (.111. K indi<|-U/'.-Z:imaii said iliat lie ibli’eied tiom JT r. Abni Kalaiii 
i\/^ad where he said that because the iMusInus wine stiong enough to defiaid 
themsi'hes liicy should not ihunaiid separainui. Il(> ailded tinit the : esponsiiulil.y 

of Ihosii JMnslims vlio ha.d damaged i^lusllm rights in India was gieal, lor 

tiu'y were not only betraxing the present generation, but the I id me geiieialions 
also. Ji the Congiess continued to act on the ad\iee of iMuslim Congressmen 

theic was sure to be a ciMl war in India. 

I^nppoitiiig the lesohdion MiiuUuia Ztijar Ali K/tav, M.l .A., (central) said 
tliat ho was leeling today as ii he was speaking from a free India. Jh)]' a 
long ]'C!iod he had lieeii an adxo'ate of Jluuln iMuslim imily and luul been in 

the (dmmess lor a mimlier of }(‘ais. Dining all tlii.s lime lie had lounil that 

tlie Congiess was not at all anxious to aehiiue 1 reedom but, in fact wanted to 

snpi'Kxss tin' minoiiiies. ddie Congiess luul achieveii its i>iesent idgh position as 
llie K'Sult ol the siq.poit lent liy the IMuslims in the past but now tlie 
congress bad ado]>l('d an imldleieiit aililiide tovvaids tlie Muslims. lie as well 
us otbeis of his school ol thought luul been eiitiiising tlie iMuslim Li'ajjue fcir 
not doing any const.riietive woik but today it luul shown to tlie world its 
const rnelive piograinme. Ueferiing to the (.'ongiess p! 0 ]iosal for a constituent 
asseiidily, Manlana Zafar Ali Khan rriterati-d that they would not aeeiipt any eonsti- 
imiou which had not, been ap|)ro\ed ol and eonsenled to by the Muslims ol India. 

Siirdar AurLni(;,.cb Khan, hauler ol the oiiposilioii in tlie Frontier Assemlily 
said that, ho had tlie ])riMlege of suj)j>orling the lesolution wliudi had been 
moved by tlie dion of Bengal.’ It should be eonsidered ealmly and disjuissionately. 
lie eongi atiilaled the Jiluslims living in the Hindu inovinees tor lending 

tlieir BU[>ort to the resolution whiidi sought fieealom ior si.x eioies ot IMuslims. 
t^piaiking for the I’lontier he said that liis provinec was the gateway of India 
and lie was there to assure J^liislims living in the Jlindu jnoviiiees tliat they 
were ready at all times to lay their lives feir the sake ot tlieir eo-religioiiists. 
ddic Hjteaker expressed the opinion that it was absui-el to deidare IMuslims a 
minorit.y community when in four provinees in India they weie in a majoiity. 

Coneludiiig Saidar Anrangzcl) Khan said, ‘we do not want British demoeraey 
wliieh is nothing but eouutiug ol lieads. Muslims are a sejtaiate nation ; we 
want a home lor the aluslim nation ; our home is as indicated in the resolution’. 

A'rr AhduUa Kanxm, (eeiitial) said that it was a well known fact that 

the IMuslims came to India through Sind. Sind Mnslims were tlie fiist to moot 
this question wliicli was now belore the League. In iT38 the Muslim League 
liassed a resolution for establishing ‘iudepeiuleut states’ in the north-western and 
eastern zones. Since tlieii various (miistil.utioual schemes had been framed and 
they were now being examined by a eommaiid that it was the duty ot the Muslims 
to {lass it witliout any hitch. Sir Abdulla Jlaioou warned the liindus that if 
the Muslims in Hindu ])roviucc were not justly treated, the Hindus in the Muslim 
provinees would be treated in the same way in which Herr Hitler had treated 
the SudetaiiB. The speaker hoped that the proposal embodied in the resolution 
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would be acceptable both to the Hindus and the British as there was no better 
solution ol the thorny problem. 

Third Day—Resolutions--Lahore—24th. March 1940 

The third day’s session of tlie Tjeaguc commenced on the 2Lh. I\Iarch at 11-15 
a. m. As Mr. .limuvh arrived a little late, the Nawah of IMiundot was voted to 
the chair to iiiiide the y)ioceedine,fi which commenced with recitations from the Holy 
Quran. Discussion on the resolution on the constitutional ])ro!)]cm was then lesumed. 

K. y>'. J^dLvah Mohd. Is/iidil Khan (Bihar), Bui>i)ortinj^' the resolution said that 
he bclo]»<i:cd to a minority ])rovince wheie Mussalmans did not enjoy tiei'dom of 
speech. In this session wliic.h was hdii” held in a ‘fice laud’ ho had ] Ica^iuo^ in 
Sj)eakinp: freely. lie tlianked the Muslim majoiily ])ro\in cs lor the oiler ol lu'lp 
to th(3 Muslims of minoiity piovinccs if an alt,(‘mi)t wcie madi' to suppK'ss tlieir 
I'ipihts, but he had lull conlldi'ncii in tin; ability of I'le rdiislims ol Ids own 
piovinco to deleml ihemsches in the hour of need, 'helcriiuc to Islc.ulana Azad’s 
])resideiitial addu'ss tfie Nanai) said tiuit lie wanted to till the (’oioi'’ss lliat 
IMaulaua A/,ad's Yoict> was not the video oi the Muslims but. that iMr. .Unnah 
truly iidlected Miisiim opndon in India, (tkhei'rs.) 

Mr. Mid’nl Kiiiiii (Ihducliistan t assued his co-rclijinnists in th.e minority 

]»rov!nees that whim they iiad aehimed iieedom in ma:o:ity juoNin'-es thry w(»uld 
not. fojoet. them and \Nouhl he piepaicd to K'udc! cvei} kind of lielo in their 
l)Ower. lie lemiiided the uiiduMiee tliat. like the iMussalmans ot ttie N. \V. h\ T., 
the iMussehnaiis ol Ikdm-histan ^^e^e also tlu‘ I'atekeepeis of Jiidia, as they 
puaideil l.!u‘ llolan I’a^s. d hey weie ttu' liestecs ot a neat ehapri' and j,e hoped 
thi'y \M)iihl aeipiit them'.ehes well in the eyes oi their hielliien in llie miiuuity 
])i\)vinf(>s. 

Mr. Af>d/il I/dhiLil Khdti (Mulins) de'-laied tliat thi' vMl-lndia iMuslim 
Leaeiie ha 1 h.'en eaiiyin- on the hyiit for the Iieedom oi India lor ilu' last Wi 
ye:i!S. In this sinis’it' tliey had eu-op(‘i at ed with the Iti.idus in the ho; e tliat 
the liei'ilom ol India ini'anl lieeilom for eveiy iiihahiiant. ol this eteuiitiy. Ihit, 
tlu'ir iicliel had beiui belied by tlie e'ondiiet oi tlie foneic.^h duini", ns lei'ime of 
two and a halt yeais in seven out ol tlie ii pioviiu-es. i\lr. Abdiil Mauiid said 
that thanks to the C'oneit'ss r»-eime in tin; j.n)\ine(‘s the Aiusliius bad been 
awak'aied and Muslim LeayiU'S had been oieanised in cmt}, piONiiiee. lie espier^sed 
tlu' hope that when the hea.yue prepaied a iKWV constiluHon the .dluslims of 
minoiily luoviiiees would be lully emisulted. 

.Mi. I.'dnul (' !iii ! I .djiir (bomt-a}) ihs-laied that. Fedeiatiou (d the wliole India 
in wbieh the Alussalmans aouid be in a hoi)el(‘Ss minoiity rvas euliu'ly uiuieei'i>table 
to llu'm. lie nnuntaiiu'd that the scheme embod/uHl in the lesolution rvas lair 
and just, from all points of view. Tim Muslims in no eiieuiiislauees were 
yu-(!pared to supiuirl th.e ('ouyri'ss itro'posal for a conslituent assemhly wheie (he 
Muslims would lie in a mmoiit.y of oik; to three. 

Si/l’i/ Ai)dur Iiouf iS/uiJi (Ch 1‘.), said that he helonpeil to a yu-oiineo -whiidi 
had hei'ii tlu' t.aryei ol the (’'Oiiviess opjuession. In sjute oi tlie tyranny oi the 
fainpiess nunist.iy tlu; Aluslims did not lose paiience. 

J )r. '1/o’u/. Aldm^ (Ihmjah), who recently resiyiied from tlie (’onp^rcss, 

su]>])ort('d (he resolution. Aiudysuu; the 'position of the Gonmi'^s Dr. Alain said that tlie 
C’onciH’SS did not want independence hut a Hindu l\aj under,the aepis of (he Britisli 
(lovernment. 'i'his was why (listinpnisheil Mnsluii nationalists like Aloliammad 
Ali had sewered liu'ir eonnection with tin; (kmpK'ss. It was not, a fact,, he asserted, 
that tlie Muslims had h'K the C'onpn'ss but on the other iiaiid the liiitli was that 
the Doimress had aliando/md its oiiiiinal juisifioii and ytiven up its poul of complete 
independence. Dr. Alam lehiled liow before joiniiie; the la‘ap,ue he wimt to Di'ihi to meet 
IMr. .liniiah and cnqiiiied as to wliat saciifice the Muslim lyoapue would be prcjiared 
to make to achieve the I'lopiamme now outlined in (lie resolution. Air. Jinnah 
assiiied him, eontinued Dr. Alam, that he would eivc his liie lor it and he the 
first to ^,0 to jail. 1 )r. Alam nyipcaled to the Aluslims to orpanise brnnehes of 
the L(;at;ne in all districts, towns, \ilhi|i,es and mohallas and strenj^then the hand 
of fiaid-i-Azarn. 

When the session mot at \) jx m., Sj/i’d Zdl-ir Ali and Bce:nm Aloiid Ali 
sujiported the resolution, d’lie resolution was ymssed by a show' of hands. 

BllSOLUTION OH l^ALKSriNK 

The followunp^ resolution on I’alcstinc moved by Air. Abdar Bchman Sidique 
and Bccoiided by Bir Kaza Ali was adopted . 
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‘'The All-India Muslim T.ca^ue views with grave concern the inordinate delay 
on the ])art of t.lie Ihitisli Oovernment in coming to a Hetllcmcnt witli the Arabs 
in I’alcst.ine and jdaces on record its considered opinion in clear and nne(jni>’ 0 (;al 
language that no aiJangemenis of a oiecemeal character will be made in Palestine 
which an' contrary in R])iiit ana o}>])osed to the pledges gi^•en to the JMnslim 
world and i-anicularly Mnslims in India to secure them active assistance in tlie 
war of 101 l-JiS. I’lnther the l>caguo warns llu' Ihitisli tlovei iinent against the 
danger of taking advantage of the piesence ot the huge Lrilish iorce in the lioly 
land to o\eia\ie the Arabs and force them into submission”. 

Mr. Abdur Pahman Siddique, who atti'iuied the Palestine Oonference in 
Cairo last year, moving the resolution charged the Pritish Ciosernment with taking 
advantage of the situation created by tlie war. Pic reminded the I’ritish 
(Jovernmenl that the itletlgcs given to the Palestine Aiabs must be fulfilled 

forthwith. 

A/r /S//{(/ Jxara AJi, seconding the resolution, deplored that no news was 
coming from Palestine, ^^hile war iicw's from both sides was available at any time, 
though it may be exaggerated. 

Rksoltition on Khaksars 

The following resolution on the Khaksars moved from the ehair was 
jiasBcd nnaiiimously ; 

“d’his session of the All-India IMnsIim League ]daec=^ on reeoi’d i(s dreji 
sense of soirow at the unfortunate and tiayie oeciiirence on MaieJi lb, JblU, 

owing to a elasli between the Kliaksars and the poliio lesidiing in the loss of a 
larei' nnmlier of li\’es and injuries to many more, and sinceic'ly sym] atiiiscs with 
those who liaie siiHi'ieil and with tlu'ir tainilies and (lepemlaii!s. 

"'riiis sc'ssnm c;dls upon the (Jovcintnent to foithwith appoint an indcj endent 
and impartial eommittee of impiiry, the ]'(Tsonnel of winch would command 
peil'cf't confidence ot the pijople with im.li nclions to them to make lull and 

eomi'lete in\'es(igation and impdiy in tlie whole allaij- and make their lei’ort as 

soon as possibh'. 

“'lids session nntlioiises llie woiking eommittee to fake sucli action in flie 
maMcr as Ihi'y may consider pioj'cr immediali'ly after flic ]ud)licalion of the 
rej'ort of fhe commitlee. 

‘This si'ssion nipes ii]) 0 n the various (Joveininents tliat llie oidi'r declaring 
the Kliaksar oieanisation unlawlnl sliouhl he lemoitdas soon as jossibli'”. 

Aloving tlie icsolution, Mr. M. A. ,fniit(ih assnied tin- pjillieiing, v.hellier it he 
the Punjab (io\ crnnu'iip the (loveinment of India, the Punjab Ministiy or 
the Ikinjab Premier, that they would not lest until thiy had got, justice. ]\Ij-. 
.Immiii rcipiestcd cM'ry Mussalmau in Ihi; Punjab and jailicnlaily the Kbaksais in 
t]ie Punjab and elsewhere in India to juit t.lu'ir heads topi'ther and see that at 
the time of iiupiiry they ]ilaced their material befoie the investieating antlioiity. 
Air. Jinnali said ; 'd'be resolution is the lesiilt of discussion in llie subjects 
committee last nipht fiom \) ]>. m. to L' oVlcx k in tlie moining. ’llie siilijeels eom- 
mitlee adoi>ted this K'solulion in tlie foim in W'hicli it is no\v iilaeed befoie you. 
'They luue ])ass('d it unanimously and now it is tor joii to deal with it. 'Jjie le- 
Boliition repiesents their considered opinion and li'.ey want me to convey to you 
that tins ri'soliition should be put from (‘hair. ’Jliere aie many reasons for this 
coiiise to be adopted. 'I'he hist leason is that it will not )k; desirable lo have liCople 
eoniing and making 8]'eecli after s]>e('cli. Jt is very diflienlt to restrain ]nissions 
and some may say something wliicli iniglit be considered liaimful lo our interests. 
Another reason is that tlie matter is siih-jiidice 

Plxiihiining tlui i(‘solution, Mr. Jinnali said : ‘It asks for a full and eomiJete 
investigation and inquiry and it will not he in the htness of things tliat on iJie 
one hand we ask for an inquiry and on the other wc jironounce onr judgment.’ 
Air, Jinnali remiiuh'd tlie audience that there was a clause in the rcsoliilion 
which authorised the woikiug committee of the All-India Aluslim fjeagne to take 
Biich action as they thought proper immediately alter tlie publication of the 
reiiort of the enquiry committee. 

Amrndmenth in League Constitution 

Nawnheada Liagnat AH Kluni then ])la(*ed before the open session certain 
amendments in the constitution of the Muslim League which have been apjiroved 
by the subjects committee. 'Jhe amendmeuts provide that the working committee 
of the All-India Muslim League shall control, direct and regulate all the activities 
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of the varioiiR ))roYinAal leafoicB BlTictly in consonance with the aims, ohjeetB and 
rules of tJje All India Muslim Leai;ne. The working’; eornniittee iR cinpowercMl to 
take (lisciplinuiy ai-lion aL'aiust individual nicmhers of the eouiieil of tlie All-India 

Muslim L('ae,iie who violate the deeisions of the Leapne or act in eon I,raven lion of 

its aims aiul ohjeet.s, snliieet to the ri!J:,ht of apiK'al to the council of the All-India 

IMnslnn League, d’he workina, committee is also piven the ]) 0 wer to susjM'nd, dis¬ 

solve or tlisalliliali; any ])roviiu-ial league which lails in its flulics, inli'ingCR or 
ignores the divdsions or directions of the All-India Muslim Ja-aaiie, or hindeis the 
])rogreHB of tlu; League in any manner whatsoc\cr, subject to a right of ai>peal to 
the council of ilie All-India Muslim League. 

dhese amendments were unanimously agreed to. 

()n the motion of Sir //u-u J/i, Nawahzada Liafiual Ali and the L’aja Sahib 
of Muhamadabad were elected honoiary sci-retary and honoiirary treasurer, respci-- 
tively, lor the next year, d'he election of joint secictaiies was lelt to the council 
of the League. 

Mu. .IlNNAll’S CoNOLllDlNO I’UMAUKS 

Tn his concluding remaiks Mr. Jinnah thanked the rece])tion committee for 
ac<‘Ording him a maL’iiiticent re<‘e]>tion and for remhuing him every assistance in 
conducing tin' dtlibcralions of the session, ddie INlussalmans, he added, had shown 
to the woi'ld liow' mu(‘h disci]>lin('d tlu'y were. 

Jv’cfciiiim to the Kbaksai tragedy, Mr. Jinnah said that be was very much 
]teiluil)('d when he leaint about the tiling on the Khaksais. IL' was advised not 
to hold tiie session ol \]\{) League but as be had the fulh'st, faith in Ins ]»eople he 
decided not to !>osti'()ne tlu' session. When lie iea<‘hed Lahore he told ]U'css represen- 
tati\('S in an iulci\icu that the Lahore session ol (be i\iiislim Lcauue was going 
to be a lamtiuaik lu (be iutuu' histoiy ot the Mussalmans of India, lie had no 
doubt^ that but lor this trapedv on the e^e ol t.he session, it. had ]Moved a gH'ater 
success. Had there not bei'ii this Iravedy there would lia\e been a magnitirent 
]>i oi-ession when llu'v would lia\(' lunl the o]>portunily of ih'monsi i aiing iheir ('n- 
thnsiasm. d'heir ('iiemics wanted to mar the session somehow’ (ir other but all (lieir 
uttem)>lB had tailed and the session had concluded successfully. l\1i. Jinnah was 
hapi'y that delibei ations of the session wen* conduclcd in a calm and qiiii, !. alrnos- 
pbeie. It was the acid test of the Muslims, when f)ur blood was boiling, and 
when dt) jMnslims wi'ie shot dead, it was very diliicnlt to keep calm. ‘Jhit you have 
(U'monst] ated lo tlu' woild that, (he Mussalmans au' capable ot beaiing sorrows, 
^’on ha\(' also shown to tlu* woild that, yon i-an coiuluci vonr business in a 
gathering of lakhs. It is the iinest cerlilieale than can be gi\en to any nation. 
'1 h(' pK'Slige ol the League was in tlu' hands ol (lie Mussalmans ol the J’linjah. 
J, IheufoK', eongvatnlaie the i’nnjab IMuslims hum the holloin of my heart. It 
gives me eimrage to si'rvo you all.’ 

C'oiiiinuiiig Mr. Jinnah said that, the Lahore session was a Inmlmaik in l]ic 
history of Indians, ’hhey lead dt lined their goal. 1!(' assmed the gaiheiing Unit 
they would tight loi (hat gi'ai. 'Ilu-y had taken lids gicrd decision on light earnest¬ 
ness. ]\lr. .Iiiinah thankcil liu' Nawah ol Maindoj, eluuim.aii ot the rcci'plion com¬ 
mittee who liad woikdi day and niuhl lor making llic st ssion a success and extend¬ 
ing hos] italily to the gnesis. J'inally j\Ir. Jinnah ai-j ealid to tin' IMiislims ot llio 
runjal) lo oigamselhe I’nnjah JMiisbm J.eagiieaml can} llic qicssagc of the JMiislim 
l.eague liom villag(' to \illage and lioiise to house, ‘dliv* imue'yon oiganise yonistJf 
the moie vou will he :d)h' lo get your riglils,’ Jit' exhoitetf workt'is, t'easaiitB, 
intelligentsia, landloids and ea]'ilalisls to tiy lo spt'ak with one voice. 

3Jit' session eonelnded at ll-dO p. in. amid loud Bhouts of 'Aluslim League 
Ziiiduhad\ 'Qaiduibm Zindabad\ 

Working Comm. Resolutions—Bombay"—15th & 16th June 1940 

AI'PKAL to Govkiinmdnt 

The Working Committee of tlie All India Moslem J.eagitc wliich w’aR held in 
Bombay on the inth. & Ittli. June imssed a resolution authoi i/.iiig IMr. Jtiuiah, the 
I.eagne rresideul, to enter into communieation with the Viceroy with a view to 
exjdoring the ]>os8ihility of devising promT>t and eflective meaBiircB to mobilize India’s 
resourees for iiitensityiiig war eflort and the defence of tlu* country. ’Ihe grave world 
Bitiiaiioi), the resolution stated, demanded BcriouH cflorfs on tlie jiart of every Indian for 
the defence of his country. The Committee which reviewed the international situation 
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exprfiHsed alarm a(- the growing menace of Nazi ap^rcBsion and characterized Italy’s 
unprovoked attack on tlie Allies as unwarranted and immoral. Witli rej^aid to 
Mr. Ameiy’s statement in the House of Ck)mmonR and the })roadcast appeal of 
the Viceroy, the Oommittee endorsed Mr. .linnah’s statement to tlie Ihess ( n INlay ‘J7 
which said,'dt is uj) ti, the Ihit.ish Government to show tiust in IMoslcm haidershii) 
iheie are many ways of doin^ so—and as confident fiiends , cek O'lr whole-hearted 
co-oi'cration, ami we shall notfail.” 4'lie meeliu}; passc<l the followiiif.’: res<jlutious : 

1 . “The Workiu}^ Oommittee of the All-Jndia Mosh'in League, while hein^ of 

the opinion that, further clarification contained in the letttu' of Ills Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated Ai)iil 19, 19 It), with repard to the assurance asked ftu' by the All- 
Imlia Moslem League, is not satisfactory, endorses the iollo^^in^>, from the statement 

issued l)y the rresideut,, ]\lr, M. A. .linnah, to the I’less on IMay “JT, 1910. 

“U|) to the ])r('sent, moment we have not created any 'linp-upy^ lu^ve we 
embarrassed tbe British Government in flic jnosecntion of Ibe war. 

“Jhe i)rovinces wheic the Moslem League has a dominant voice have been 

left free to co-oiieiat.e with the Rritish Goveinment ])ending their consideration 

wit.li regard to the assurance we have asketl lor. and in i)articular that the British 
Government should make no decdaratioii regarding the future constitutional 

])rol)lems of India and the vital issues that have been raised in that connexion 

without our approval and consent. 

“iNevertheless Avithout piejudice to the adjustment, of the larger issues later 

on, we were even willing, as far back as Novi'inbcr last, to considfU’ the ])iop()sal 
of die Viceioy to bring about an honourable and workable! adjustment in the 
provincial held, wliidi would have been followed ui> Aviih our rc'picsculatives being 
api)oiuted to tiie Jhxecutive Gouncil of the t'entral GoM'inimmt to the extent 

])eimissible within the liamewoik of the i)Tesent constitution and existnu laws. 

‘But this i)roposal wnis summaiily rejected by I\Ir. Gandhi and the ('oiuMess. 

“A similar atimnpt was again made by Ihs Excelhairv e;\i ly in tebruary, 

whirh met the same fate. J^ince then it seems tliat the Viceroy has been writiiu'- 

for the Gongi(‘SS to ])ass its word. 

“Whth regiird to IMr. y\mery’s statement and the broadcast ap])('al of 11. Ik 

the Vna-roy, may 1 say that it is up to tin' Ihiiish Goveinment to sliovv trust in* 

^loslem h'adership—tluae are many ways of doing so—and as conlident. friends seek 
our whole-hearted co-operation, and we shall not fail. 

I'Jn 1 :m y a < nir i<;s,s i on 

‘The AVoiking (‘ommittee looks with alarm at the growing menace of Nazi 
aggression wbndi has been most ruthlessly depiiviug one nation alter anothereof 
iitt liberty and fiiMalom and regards the iin].iovok(d attack by tlie Italian Govi-rn- 
nu'm against tbe Allu's, as most unwarranted ami immoral at a time wlun Eiaiicc 
Avas engaged in a luave stiuggle against Aeiy lieaAy odds. 

“'llui grave Avorld situation demands seiious ('Ibuis on tbe ]'art of every Indian 
iov the defence of bis country and the Working GommittK' calls upon tlu' Govern¬ 
ment of India to prepaie the country in an organized maimer to meet every 
eventuality, d'hc ('ommitteo is roustiaiiied to stale that the i)n)j'osals for the 
di'tence of India iudiealiHl in lire statemi'iits of dbeir Jkxcelh'iieies the Viceroy 
and tlu' Commander-in-Ghiel, as well as (lie statements ot some ].iovincial Govci^ 
nors, ^are Avliolly inadcipinte to meet the urgent leiptiicments ot the Biliiation 

“9he Gommittee therefoie autboiizes its pK'sident to enter into coiuniuiiieation 
with M. E. the Viceroy with a view to rxploiiiig the possibilitv of devising pronmt 
and clleetive measures to mobilize tbe eountiy’s resoniees lor the puirj-ose of inlen- 
sifying the war eflbit and the defenec of Jndia. Tlie Committee is of tbe vievv 
that nnless a satisfactory basis for close (■o-oi)eiation is agieed iif'on on an All- 
Jiidia basis, and not ]noviiicial, between the Government and tlie Moslem Lea'>ne 
and such other lavrties as are willing lo undeitako the ieH]>onRibility for the defeme 
of the eouiitiy in the Jacc of imminent danger tiic real purpose and objective 
will not be served and acddeA^d. 

“The W^orking Committee is of the oidnion that in view of the immediate 
grave dangers that are facing the eoiintry real luirimse will not be served by 
MuBsalmans and others joining the proposed provincial and district war eommittecs 
with their preseut scope and fiinetioiiB. 

War Committees 

2. ‘Tn view of the numerous inquiries that have been received from the 
various provincial and district Leagues and individual members seeking guidance 
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and instru(‘tions as to what coiirso ihf'y ehould adopt towards the proposed war 
committees announced by II. E. the Viceroy and some Governors, the Working; 
Committee is ot the oi)inioji that Moslems at ]>ieHcnt would not serve on these 
committe(‘M and slioiild await futher instructions fioni the president pending; the 
result of tlie communication with the Viceroy. 

3. “In view of the misunderstandin*; created l)y the report in the I’ress 
about the so-called Moslem j‘remicrs’ conference with tlie J*resi(lent of the Goneness 
at Delhi on .lune 13, 1310, the Working; Committee of tlie All-India IMoshun 
Lcapuc after the statement of fSir f^ikander llyat Khan hG'oic the (hnninittce to 
the ('fleet that it was ]>uiely an individual meeliut:!; at the invitation of IMaulana 
Ahul Kalam Azad for an informal talk, resolves that in order to avoid any mis¬ 
understanding or misconstructions in future, no member of the Working Committee 
should enter into any iiepotiations or discussions witli the Cou'iress leaders r('{iard- 
in^ the question of Jlindu-Moslem setth'nnmt or any other matter wdiich requires 
adjustment betwc'en the Moslem Jjea^uc and tlie Con{;ress without the pennissioii 
of the president.” 

VOLItNTEEIl OBd ANJSATION 

‘In viciv of the ft:ravc world situation and its ]' 0 ssible repcrciissions on India, 
says till'lesoliitioii, ‘when every community is oipanisin^ its volunteer orj;anisat i(ms 
for the |>rotecl,ion of its life and i)roi)erty. tlie working; committee of the All India 
IMiislim League is of the opinion that the time has come when tlie ])i()vincial 
Muslim Leagues should CAcrt c\cry nerve to start, organise and stren<;then the 
Muslim National Guard eori'S and ^i^e them such stren<j;t,h as will enable them 
to (lischaive their duties of maintaining; ]»ea(*e, trampiilily and oidi'i' in the country 
worthy of the ))esl. tiadilions of Islam. The commilice cainesily a])i>ii('als to the 
Miislinis to j;»in the National Guard in laree niimbeis undei tin' banner of the 
jMuslim Leaj;ue and diiect the i)iovincial I\iuslim Lea{;ues to sulmiil, monthly re- 
I'-oils to th(‘ honoiary secretary of tlie All India riluslim Leaioie leeanlin;; the 
])ro;ress and tlu' steps adopted for the trainim; of the I\Tnslim National Guaid. 
It is also tlie consiih'red Oi)inion of the committee that, the niemlu'rs ol the pio- 
vimial I\luslini JicapiK' woikinp, committees and the district, committees should 
oirer tluansches for tiaininp, at least once a week, with a view to p.iviii';' impetus 
to enlistment,. 

It is projosed to consider furtlier the details of the scheme hut in tlie mean¬ 
while tlie juoMiKial IMu.slim Leagues shall act in accordance with the following, 
main ]>rinciples. 

d'he anus and ohjerts of the orL'anisation (1) (A) d'o train and discijtline 
]\liislimK in cooidinate actuit.y lor so-lal and ]ihysi<‘al uplift of tin' iMiislims and 
to maintain peace, t,i ampuillily and Older in ihc coanliy. (ll) 'i he oipanisation 
sh.all consist ot obn'cis and pnaidsnien who will tic williiip to undertake a 
(h'linite liability and icsi»oiisibility to fnllil the aims and olijccts of tlio Orpanisatioii 
lieri'-in-hefore dctiiK'd. (3) It shall he made iqi as folhnvs (A) Aclne corps 

nn'inhcjs. (ll) Ih'servist corj;s members, and (C) juvenile cor)is. (3) Active corjis 
shall consist of men who are eaiiahle ol takiiip [lart in all the activities of the 
organisation. (J) Keseivist corps shall consist of men wlio due to ape, oceui»ation 
or j'jiysical disr.hility are not alile to serve on the active C“(n’])s. (3) Juvenile 

(‘or]>s shnil consist of ho}s under IG years of ape. (G) 'Lbe Muslim National 

Guaid sliall be orpaniscd under the aiitliority, eontiol aiid siqx'rvision of the 
workinp’ commilti'c of eacli ])n)vineial Muslim l^eapnc subject to the final autliorily 
of iJie A^oIklllp committee of the All-India Muslim Leapiie. (7) Tlie woikinp; 
eommittee of eai'h ]U'ovince sliall a])]ioint ])rojieriy qualified jicrsons for the purjiose 
of (A) orpanisinp the cor])S ; (B) pivinp; them traininp ; and (C) ollicerinp them. 
(8) A piiaidsman on being eligible shall sign the following jiledgc in duidieutc 

in the fuesi'iibcd form 

[Solemnly swear by Allah, tlie Qiioran, and my faith that I hereby of my 
owm free will surrender myself to the Muslim National Guard’s organisation. I 
will unllincliinply obey my oflieers and wdll remain faithful to the organisation 
and its aims and objects. Bo helji me God. Amen.signature. 

(0) The headquarters of every ]>ioviiu‘ial organisation shall maintain a 
dassiiied list of the vocation and ])rofession of every Guardsman under his 
command. (10) A Guaidsman shall not be a member of any other political 
organisation except the Muslim League or of any volunteer corps. (11) It shall 
he impressed on all Guardsmen that courtesy to all ranks and classes of society 
shall be observed. (13) Uniform.—Khaki coat or shirts, khaki trousers and khaki 
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cap or turban or (2) ^rcy coat or shirt, grey trousers and grey cap or turban 
provided however that every province will have the option to select either of the 
two colours but shall keep and maintain the colour and uniform throughout that 
])roviiice. 


The Bombay Muslim League Conference 

Preside ntial Address Hiibli—24th. May 1940 

4'hc implications of the ISIuslim Tjengue ]>artition scheme Averc explained in 
detail by the liajd of Muhmtidabad in his prcisidciitial address to the Bombay 
Ihesideiicy .Muslim Lf^aguc (toiifcience held al. iiul)li on t.lui 24th. May 1!>40, 

d'lie Lalior(- resolution, be s.aid, was uiianil)i<j.uoiis. 4'he IMusUms had (hmiatuh'd 
the v(My right of sel[-dctermiiialion that the Cuiujress had hccii askiiie fiom the 
Jhitisli (u)veT tiinciit. “^\ c luox' deniaiidcd a plat'C in the Indian Sun”, he added, 
“where we Avill be able to res(ai)lish the (iovernment of Islam. W'e have (h'mamhHl 
the right, to establish a lahoraloty wherein we may cxiteiimcnt in ]'cace the gieatest 
cxpcrimimt. that was cacl tiled.” 

Assi'i'liiig tJiat the iMiislims of India “have al last an idc-al to live for and 

to die loi”, he went on to say that the liOaipie resolution rcllccted the mass will 

of the Pdiislim people of India and its s.-uietion was the dyiiainie force of the 
.M'U^'im masses. 4die lesolvc had been made and tiiey were )>repared to achieve it “at 
all c(’)s!s.” Uefeniiig to tlu 0 ;>po!i('uis ol ihe lesolution, tlie Ituja of Alahmiidahad said 
tliat since tlu' passing ot the lesolntion, ‘the (Milire llimln imiioii and itv jtarasiles 
ha'vc straincil eviny nerve to iiiisiepresent the iMusliniB ami the most, astounding 
aspect ol this eampMien lias been levealed in a few uiticles conti ihntcnl by the 
Ctongiess and IMahasahha antoioats iii which they have tuuchml the very dep-ths 
of nnsi c]U‘es('n tat ion, a it nperation and abuse. 

‘ W'e do not want wliolesalc emigration of the IMussalmans from the I’rovinces 
in Avirudi they aie in a innioiity, not is it, our iiiteiitioii to ex,)el the iion-Mnslim 
minoritii's from lln- rvlusiim Stall's. It is a ealnmny, a Avholly iinwarranletl 
ilisiortion ol our inti'iilions and i)i(V.'ramme. I inysidf helong to a minoiity 
])Tovince and much at; I wonhl lniv(‘ liked to have been born in a iMnsIim sosereigii 

stale of India, 1 do not intend to uproot myself fiom iiiy home and leioe my 

(‘o-relieionists to (lieir fale”. 

'I'he spcalu'r then ])rocectled to explain as io hoAV the eonh'inplated Stale 
AYOnld function. ‘ 4'he St.ac will contorm to the laws as laid down in Isiatir’, lie 
said. “It Avill deal justly and fairly Avith evey commnnily and every section of 
its coi'StitiK'iit, mcmhoiH. The nn<-liang(‘able hnvB of Islam will fp.s-o facto lio 

applied and enfoiccd. Thcie Avill be no fresh legislation in regard to them 

because Islam lias already legislated for them for ever and ever. 

“i'here will be lu’ohiliition, absolute and ligoions, Avitfi no cliance for its ever 
being Avitlidrawn. llsnry Avill lie banislied. Zakat will be levied. W hy should not 
we he all allowed to make this exi-'crimcnt ? In treading tliis i)ath, Ave Avill not 

bo crossing the path of any right-minded individual. Sikhs, ilindiiR ami Christians 
Avill heiieht ecpially from the beneficent, all iiervading aelivites of tins democratic-tlieo- 
eratie stale.” Proceeding, the si)eaker said that the issue of IMnslinis being a sci'aratc 
nation Avas not only a theorelical one, but on the other hand, a very living and 
practical one. If "the Sluslims did not Avant to share the fate of the jMiislima of 
Spain, Boland, Bulgaria, if Muslims Avanted to save their cnltnre and jHilitical 

thought and it they Avanted to revive Jblam, then the establishment of an Islarnie 
State Avas the only course open to them. 

He ani)ealed to the educated and upper classes to give up their i.solationiRt 
attitude ami give way to sym])athetic inten-ouise and intermingling aaIiIi the 
masses. The propertied elasses should meet tlio masses on equal terms and bo 
prepared to give uj) Avillingly their vestetl interests for the sake ol tlie gri'aler cause 
—the cause of Islam and the Muslims. After i>ointing out how the Pakistan demand 
was hoing grossly misinterpreted by the enemies of Islam, the ITesidcnt averred : 
“One of the eomiealities in the recent ywonouncements in regard to the Pakistan selieme 
is the entire agreement between Lord Zetland, the (kingress and the IMalia fsabha 
loaders in condemning the Muslim demand. Zetlaiids, Moonjes, yavarkars and 
Nehrus are strange and incongruous bed-fellows. They may unite and attack 
the Muslims, but they cannot deflect them from pursuing the course which the 
MussalmauB have set before themselves.” 
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Thn Tlajfi, procecdirifr, oiiUined the various le^^islative and administrative 
details which would he worked out in the proposed Muslimistan, which he was 
sure would come into exislciu'c. Jdeferrin;; to the international situation, the 
rresident said ; “1 luperialist Britain, Fascist Italy, Nazi (hirmany, Socialist 

jtussia—all are birds of the same feather. ^Vhel•e it is a question of a,L;i;ression they 
are all one. Wlu'ther llio so-calltid Democracies win or lose, the Socialists or Nazis 
vvdn, the fate of the uni)i‘otected eastern natiojis will remain the same.” 


The Andhra Muslim Political Conference 

Presidential Address Smnalkot—28tli. January 1940 

An apt)eal to the (■on|;ress ami the; INluslim League to come closer ns their 
final ohj('{‘tiv('s were iih'utical was made by Mr. Ahdul M.Ij.a,, and (diair- 

man of ilic llcllaiy Muuicij»al ('oum-il, i»rcsidmc over the Siv-oiid Andhra Muslim 
I’olilical ('ouic! cuc(', iicld at Samalkot on the 2SUi. January 1940. 

Ml'. Ihiwoo!, in llu’ couisc ol his addi'css, saitl it was rccrctiable that the two 
major ])olilical ]>aiti('s in the country, t.lie (.kme.rcss and llie Muslim Lca^.uc, sliould 
he drifiin.L' ai»art, altlioucji on hioad i)?incii)lcs the ^oal ot each was the same, viz., 
1 n(!c|*(nidcncc. ‘dloth aic anxious to see India lice but wiiile endca\ourine, to 
lu'colialc' and hiiii” about a Insion bciweim t.he two organisations, tlie Icadins on 
eilh(*r side would ajtix'ar to concciitiale on t!ie future constitailiou ol a free India 
'flu' (lon;^'css thinks that, it is the only body that, can speak for all tlie Indians 
and should, tlicrclor(', inive the side \oicc in the admiiiisli aiion. Tlie Muslim 
licacne AVilli identical aims and ends as the (kniyiess, says tliat all com mini i! ics, 
whether major oi' minoi, should iia\e cijiial riyhts in a Intnic, fine India, danab 
]M. A. Jinnah Sahib, I'icsidcnt ot t!i(’ All-India Muslim Lcaenc, says that if a 
iK'W const It nl ion is to lead t.in' ])cOidc ol India to fici'dom, that, freedom should he 
tor ('very i-nllnial unit and not for tlnMuajorily <'ommniiity only ! I is one desire is to 
have lor the conniry a consiilntion niidcr which no sini',Ie commnni'y. ^^hcth('r it 
he Muslim or lliiuln, should ha\ c an upper hand over tlie other. I’lit, tlie C'onyicss 
Hi;di (dommand insists tliaL the voice ot the majoiity should pn'vail in tlie ad¬ 
ministration of the conntiy, in support, of whiidi it eiti's thi' ease oi certain demo- 
evalie eonstilutioiis, conxenienlly ieiioiim; the peculiar eirciiinstaiiccs of India 
whndi abounds in heh'ioycnons elemems lu'cessitated liy the existence ()t the 
djireienl, I'ommiiiiilies hcic.” 

Uefi'i'i iiic, to th(' WO! k of t,he (toiiy,r{^ss Ministi ies, he said; “’The Coimri'SS 
(Jovei nnienls, while in i»o\\('r, ha\e yivi'ii room Itir dmtriiHl. and failed to satisfy 
the Muslim eommnnily. 'I he inliodnction ot compulsory I limb has led to ninu'ces- 
Hary ayitalion ami conntry-\Mde opposition, Urdu is not merely tlie lanypuee of 

the Muslims in almost all tlu* paits of India but. also that of th(' llimlns of 

Notherii India and tlu* Slates. We have eminent I’rdn authors and ])oets amom; 
tlie Hindus ot Noitliern India. It is eominat.ividy ri{*lier in literature, traditions 

and bi'anly than Hindi. V(‘l it is heiiie, altem|)ted to he supplanted by Hindi, a 

eom]>aratiA'ely m'w lan''nae('. Wliat ]u'(^venLed the Alonciess ironi makin;; Urdu 
the hnijua //(uicd of India 

'rniniiiy to the di'inand for the formation of Andhra, Karnataka and other 
Brovinees, he expu'ssed his ayi(^<‘ment wiili those ^\ho felt" that, a separate Aridlira 
Province should not lu' torim'd hefore the I’nipeahhadi'a and other irriyational pro- 
j('ets wer(' siibst.antially completed and the economic condition of Rayalascema has 
lieeii salisbedoi ily impro\ed. 

Pioceediiiy, he said : ‘Must ns the i^eople of Andhradesa demand the formation 
of a sepal ate in'o\ ince. lor the purpose of eiialiliMy, them to devote all their enei'cies 
for an adeipiate (levi'lopmeiit of the country inhabited by the Teliic;u-s])eakiug 
])(.'Oplc, th(^ All-1 iidia iMuslim Ueayiie also demands the reeo^iiiilion of the need to 
Bafey:uard the interests of tin? IMuslims in the lutuie eonstitiition of Lidia so that 
e\eiy eommunity, wludher it he a major or a minor com muiiity, may have equal 
0 ))iu)rtuiii(ies for the ad('(piate developnu'nt of its cultural imd economics eonditioiiH. 
Jf only my fiiemls in the (\)ny.resH adoi)t a more eoneiliatoiy attitude and try to 
iimh'rst.ami us better and allay mistrust, there will be solidarity and unity amoui^ 
the ditfereut eommiiiiities leading, us all to fieedom. Instead of calliiif^ Janab M. 
A. Jinna t:>hahib, the aeei(*dit(Hl leader of the Muslims, a rank eommuiialist, if 
they examine the question from liis point of view there is bound to be a settlement 
of the vexed questiou.” Mr, llawoof denied the charge that Mr. Jinnah was not 
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in favour of democracy. No Muslim could be opposed to democracy. Mr. Jinnah 
■wanted the kind of democracy whciein every cultural unit had equal opportunities 
of self-expression and develojunent and equal share in tiic adminisl l ation, and not 
that form of democracy which was synonymous with majority rule, wiierein the 
minorities had no voice and did not count. It was hi^h time they showed the world 
that Muslims were a nation by themselves, that they stood tor ’'hat was highest 
in culture and civilisation. He appealed to Muslims to join the liCaj^ue and work 
for the all-round advancement of the community. 

The Shia All Parties Conference 

Presidential Address - Lucknow 14th. April lt)40 

The first session of the Shia All rarties Conference was held at laicknow on 
the 14th. April 1940 under the ]uesidencv ot Sir Sal fan Ahim^d, who in tlic course 

of his addicHS ai)i'eidcd that liy sujqKirtin^ the cause of ficcdom and democracy 

India will liavo established lier li^liis to both. It is not yet too late to concentrate 
onr united elforts on assistiiij^ the 1 democracies in winning the war. Let us 
do so without any hesitation.” 

lie said India could not remain isolated from the war as her own future 
depends on the result of it. I\lr. (hindhi and Pandit Nehru had ollered iincondi- 
tioual support to Britain and France. Mr. (landhis liist inslind. was iij;h(,. 

Alter that w'hy was an ai{;nmcut staited ahe)iit the war aims of the J)emocra- 

cies and wdiy was the future of cousliluliunal rcloims in liulia raised at this stupe, 

he asked. 'I'liis was not the time to lai^c issues whose sulutiou luipht well await 
the lenniuation of the war. Where would he our ficialom if tlie llemocracies po 
under ? So lar as the Moslems were concerned he said : ‘'it will not be incorrect to 
say that the wdiolc JMoslcm woild has ranped iisclt on the side of the Allies. Tiiikey, 
the leader of tlie Balkan Enlcnfr^ E.eypt, l‘alestin(% Iraq and Afphanistan are 
solidly bdiiud the Allied cause. Never lahoie liave the iMoslem Stales been united 
in this mail tier and this is one of the pi eat assets of the war. 4'he ri'ason why 
tliey are with the Allies is so obvious. Tnu; to their Islaniic traditions, the 
INloblcm people cannot remain iinairected by the sad fate of many smaller nations 
which have recently sulleieil at the hands of a^picssois and that is why they support 
the cause of the Allies, namely the ])rotection of the liphts of small milions.” 

Sii- Sullaii Ahmed wcait on lo speak of tlie communal question, which lio 
said, had been further appravated by the cominp into ]iower of the Oonpress Minis- 
tiies. “J claim I was one of the Miissalmans W'ho welcomed the Conpress Minis- 
tiies with enthusiasm, lliph holies were raised in me as I believed that the real 
power which had for the first time come to ns under the (iovornment of India 
Act of r.flo will be exercised by them in the best interest of the country and that 
they will by their condiuA attempt to satisfy and pain the conlidence of all sections 
and creeds and thus automatically solve the eommnnal problem. Unfortunately 
they, by their acts of omission and commission, at least in some iirovinces not 
only pioved iinajialile of maintaininp law and order but even broiipht into ])lay 
the device of ‘divide and rule.’ t^lashes between Hindus and Moslems, landlords 
and tenants, and capital and labour became rain[»unt. 

“On top of that, new controversies were started. In Bihar there was the 
Benpali-Bihaii controversy and in Madras the Hindi and Anti-Hindi apitation. 
'The worst was that they did not condemn or even discourape the corruption ])rac- 
tised by their camp-followers throuphont the rural areas. 'Jhis is not an achieve¬ 
ment of which any Indian can be ])roud. How can one enthuse over this kind of 
party and adulterated democracy ? What is now the result ? 'Ihe Conpress 
Covernments have pone out of otli(-e. The last word of their demand has been 
said. The Moslem Leapne has unfohled its constructive ]>lan. Neither side, how¬ 
ever, sees any merit in the })ioposal of the other. Both sides claim reasonableness and 
moderation for the views they sponsor, but both of them use the most violent and 
extreme lanpuape in eondemninp the rival scheme. At ]>rescnt clouds are patherinp 
and a burst up is threatened. Bhould we allow this state of thinps to drift which 
may result in disaster or is there any solution ? 

•‘Personally, I am inclined to think that the best way to solve a problem is 
to create an atmosfihere for its solution. ’J'hat atmosphere will not be possible un¬ 
less all parties agree to a truce for a short period—say six months. This may be 
utilized m filling in the details of the different schemes by their respective sponsors 

41 
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and nleo in explaininjj; and iindersiandin^ their iiTi]dications. There are other 
Bidiomes which may have to he eoiiKidcred hut there lias not been much 

time for ns to eareftdly digest or consider thdr real import. Once 

this is done, His Excellency the Viceroy may call a small Conference 
which may he i)rcsidcd over hy His Excellency iiimself who.se jtcrsonal anxiety 

to see that a settlement is arrived at is W(‘ll known, or in the aKci'iiativo a general 

cleclion of the Lepjslatnres as at ])re.scnt constituted may be held to take the 
verdict. i)l' the electorate on the alternative sidiemcs. 

“Now I come to the important (pieslion of onr own in'cds and demands 
in the ]irescnt circumstances. Toleration is the essence oi Islam, and Islam enjoins 
full liberty and just tieatnicnt to all st'cls witliin its told. In view of tlieir ])a8t 
history and the important ]>ait, which the Sliias have ]>l:iYcd in the i^olitical 
advancement oL the com inanity, it is vital that their needs and demands be 

satislif'd. d\) put it linetly, the mam demands are : — 

0) d'heie should bo complete and full freedom for the observance of the 
celebiations connected with the Traycvly of Iverbala, commonly known as Azadari 
and d'aziadaii. 

( 2 ) Our rcprc.sentation in the Ley,ishitrircs and lo'xd bodies should be assured 
hy some convmitloii ; 

(.1) -Salidha ]>roccssions and mcctinps as such must he prohibited 

for ever.” 

Sir SnI'.nt A!i me-] re\iewcd the history of tlie Sh.ia Sunni disiiute ami added; 

"A will not ]iur.sue the sM;tic..-t any iuit'icr ami must liane oiii' casi? in the 
hands ol llis Exrrlh'm y tin* (iov.-nior and in the hands of our Sunni hiclhren. The 
Ticxt icw d:o s may be momentous in the bistoiy of our community. If our rcsiionsible 
brethren ’\m! 1 only rise snpeiior t.o the, o'casion, as I lioiie and piay to (tod they 

will, they will be K'ndcnnj, ihc iircatest sem icc to Islam and tlui i\Iiisaalmans of 

this conntr). iMy own pcm.m.il view' is t.hat any dcebualion oi pnlilic annoiinecment 
ol a “Madhe-Sababa” mectino or procession lollowi'd by a meeting, and i>iocessu)n and 
a similar (l(*elai-aiion or announccm.mt of a “'rabarra” proeession or mciMme, follo¬ 
wed similarly by a procession and mci-im^, must be stopped for ever. Anybody 
who (Micoiiiap's tlic one or the oilier to di) ti-.c contrary will not. be aetiiu; within 

the imimd.s ot ‘ .'shai la!I am convinec I tiial, w'c w'oold not i)Icaso (Jod and lii.s 

Eroplu't by adv’ptmL’ mctlmds, in ihc name ol iclichm, winch arc only intomh'd to 
annoy csich oiher. Let ns both «‘ombinc and obsm vc t!ic biithday of onr lloly 
Ihoi'iict woihout any ill-lis'lim; towards each other, ijct me advl in the lani;uay;e 

of the aiep(!al ot the L’J le.idcis that nolhnpe, is Inithcr fiom ou- thouclits than to 

Hueecst the impo^ilion ol any rcstiiclion on the Sunnis or the Sliias in the exercise 
of tin* pra 'tiees lollowcd by tliem pj-i(*r t.o the present, ermtroversy. 

“In conclusion 1 would appeal to you to come under ouc banner and join the 
ov'^nui/.aUon wlmui can deliv<',r the, poods so lar as onr riphls ari' conceriuMl, My 
(hdinile ])CiBonal vimv is tliat. tlu^ie should be only one political orpanization of 
IMiissalmaiis. 'Ibc Sunnis, the Sluas tiie Able Hadis and others must, come within 
its fold and woik topciher with coiiraei' and delcrmination ami enhance the plory 
of Islam. That orpanization must, and I am sure, will pive us every saLisfactioii.” 

Resolulions Second Day - Liicknow—15lh. April 1040 
Rio Il l’s OF Sin as 

The Conference conclndetl its seKsion on tlie l.ltli. April after pas.sinp two 
important resolutions until icpard t.o the demands of the Shia community and their 
atitude to the Madh-e-Suhaha apiiation. 

'The first resolution, whiidi evoked a pood deal of eon troversy in the Riibjeets 
committee, exprics.scd the community’s fears that the recent events in India had 
shown that the jiphts and piivilepes of the Shias were in danper and necessary 
flte])8 should be taken to secure certain riphts, 'I'liese included the securinp of 
snitahlc and adequate lepreHeiitatiouB in leeislatures and local bodies, adoption of 
measures to protect siicial, economic and rclieious riphts and watchinp, safepiiardinp 
and lu’omotinp educational interests of tlie Shia comninnity. 

In order to achieve these ohjects the conference antiiorized the president to 
take all snitahle steps hy appointinp committees for the pnrposc. 

'J'he resolution was moved by N//c.'/ Alt Zuhecr^ M.n.A. of Lucknow and suppor¬ 
ted amonp others hy li'ija Gaznafar AU of the Rnnjah, Khan Bahadur Muham¬ 
mad Jafar of Bihar, Nairab Hasan Mirzn of Miirshidabad, Khan Bahadur Si/ed 
Zakir Ali of the C. P, and Afaulana Gyed Ibne Hasan of Bind and -was passed 
unanimously. 
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Another repolution, vhi<h war moved from the eluiir and adoi)ted nnanimous- 
ly, protested against tJie U. J’. (Jovei nmcnt’H commiinique of Mardi 31, 10.13, which 
the confeif'iice lield, cri'ated a ))ig gulf in the Muslim conirnuniiy aiul injured the 
feelings of Hhia lyiuslims. 3 he conleience demanded of tlie (Jovcinineiit the cancel¬ 
lation of tlie communique in the inteiesL of justice and peace. 

The Independent Muslim Conference 

First Session— New Delhi —27th. April to 30th April 1940 

o]'en session of tlie All-India Azad (1 ud('pend(Mit) Muslim Confeience 
commenced in llu; (diu’eii’s (dod<‘us, New J)elhi on th(‘ 27th. A])ril lti40 and coii- 
ti.iucd till the llOtli. April 1940 under the ]'iesideiiey of Khan Bahadur Allah Jhihrh, 

Welcome Address 

Describing hin)sclf as a groat suppoiler of the All-India Muslim Ijcague Khan 
Paliaclur Shaikh Afidai in nwd Jan, Chairman of the Kecejdion Committee, in hia 
weh ome addiess, said :— 

‘d t, is true that many TMussalmans feel aniioyod by the ])asi. wait-and-see 
])olicy ot llu' Cougiess to solve ilie eommuiial ]uo!)l<'m. Anil the apathy of emiiK'iit 
Congress haulms to lake n)» this im|H>:tant and most dilliciilt fpiestion in right 
eariu-st has caused dis^at istaction Hut llu'u^ is no doid)( that, niipieci'dim (ed and 
earnest ellorts have lor tlie last, two Acais hciai mad(‘ hy (hindliiji and i\ir. .lawalnn* 
lal Nehru to smoollu' I i indn-Mnslini lelatums in oidi'r to hiing both tlie commu- 
jiities to a common meeting gionnd hy entcnng into diii'ct coi respoiideiice with 
Mr. Jinnali and by iteismnd con’act with him on his ouii tcims. Had j\Ir. .liniiah 
responded to any ol tliese eacer gi’slnies in the ii-ht spirit, Hindus and iMussal- 
mans would lu' maiching shoulder to slionlih'r to their goal of indcpindciue and 
full ])()miiiioii fslatiiH would Jia\e Ik'cii in our giasp to-day and not he a mere 
object ot hope dclciri'd to an nnccil.un in!me. 

“It is my strong hclicl tliat ticnicndons chances aie going to take ])lace in 
the world in the near future which will not. lca\'c India nuaUcctiMl. dlie ]>iesent 
(lay India is not. going to he a siagnaiit. e(mn!iy content with its snhoidinatc 
position. Should n(»l. the Mussalmans make llicir due coiiti ihnt ion to the coming 
changes ? AVdl it he hononiahh' tm' them to do nothine hut ]'iit foiwaid tlnur 
claim as full ]>ailnc]s in the sjoils aili'r the battle is ionght and won hy olheis 7 
I hc'pe that this (kmlcicnce will not only discover a (('lumou loimula lor saleguar- 
(ling the due lights ami j iivilegcs of th(‘ r\Inssalniaiis (/I Imlii hut. will also chalk 
out. a g,real. ])lan lor tlumi to make juoper sacnluts worthy ot the gieat coiniminity 
of the cause of the country.” 

Presidential Address 

Jn ,'hc coursp of his J'rcsidrnfial Afldio^s, Khan Bahadur Allah Bakrh declared :— 
‘‘If (icrmany’s rulhh’ss and brutal disregaid of the right of other soveieign 
States to live peacefully is a chalUnue to civilisation and tluieforc Ihilain and 
France must stake llicir all in it, Ihitain should he tlie last to challenge India’s 
right to exist as a so^cieign and comi'lctely independtnt Slate and elunild, tlieie- 
fore, not ohslrnct its ]'eo] le if they desiie to frame theii- own constilulion.” Mr. 
Baksh also eomlemned the Vakisfan sdieme of the Muslim League eharaetcrising it 
ns grotesque and ohseived tlial.it was “about tlie most indiscreet aj.'proach to a serious 
problem and as sncli lias toijcdoed the very basis ot a reasonahh' settlement.” 

1‘rocceding, IMr. Baksh said, “It is this conlerenee and tliis conleience alone 
to-day which is in a ]>osition to evohe a cons(rnctiv(^ sclicme to bring the political 
deadlock to an end. If }on can come to an agicenu'nt as iTgards the basis of a 
eommnnal settlement, the Congiess. which is undoiihtedly the most influential and 
liowerful organisation in tlu^ country to-day, is bound to consider your proposals 
as the one golden bridge which h'uds not meiely to communal and ])olilical har¬ 
mony in the country hut to the ultimate goal, namely India’s independence, 
rerhaps your decusions are being awaited Iiol.h in the coiintiy and abroad with 
great impatience, because on them will dejiriid a very great deal. 1 am perfectly 
confident in my mind tliat the Clongress will not hesitate to endorse our resonable 
proposals for the communal settlement. 3’lie Congress can no longer say that the 
Bcattereil Muslim organisations and individuals wlio are eager to attain the coun¬ 
try’s freedom have not yet formulated their proposals on behalf of the Muslim 
community for the settlement of the entire communal problem. 
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‘Tt is peifecily obvious tlmt whatever scheme of settlement you may eventually 
evolve for safeguarding the lights and interests of the minorities, whether they 
happen to be in a Hindu or Muslim majoiiLy ])iovince8, you keep in view the 
j)rin(‘iple of equal and universal application of tlic same standard to all of them 
everywhere. 

Danoeii of Aocjressive Communalism 

Warniiifj; his audience that a^t^rossivc eommunalism was fatal to the p:rowth of 
that fcclin{j; to brotherliucss, ^ood nei^ldjourliness and common nationality which 
were essential, not merely lor the ai'celeration ot a common national ellort but also 
for the maintenance of an atmosphcie of peace, ])ro^!css and stability in the coun¬ 
try, Mr. Allah iiaksli uri^ed that a fair adjustment of the {general needs of the 
country and the vaiious coinniunilies shoidd be undci taken in a spirit of generosity 
and toleration and of rifrht brot.heily afVection tor om; another. ‘‘VVliatcver onr 
faiths, we must live together in onr country in an alinosplieie ot ]>erfect amity and 
our relations should be the lelatioiis of sevt'ral ))iothers of a joint family, 
the various members of which are free to ])rofcss the faitli they like without any 
let or hindrance ami all of whom enjoy equal henclits of their joitit y)ro]^orty.” 

q’o achieve the objects ont.lincd by him, the I’lcsidcnt su}i,^cBted the election 
of committees or hoards consisting of a limited num'ncr of rcj)rcKentativcs of the 
delegates to consider the luohlcm. He said : “The fpiestion of formulatiiiy; definite 
proposals for the communal settlement is scarcely a matter which can he di 8 ]) 0 sed 
of quickly at a conference like this. It will require dce[) and anxious thonpht and 
continuous consultations for some time before the result of the Hoard’s or sub-coin* 
mittee’s labours cun be yu-csented to you in a convenient form. I, therefore, 
siicnest that a hoard consistin'; of the rcyiresentativeH of diflereiit associations and 
others may he formed to undertake tJiis onerous duty ami they may he authorised 
to co-ojit cxiierts or others to hely) them to come to correct conclusioiis. d'heir 
rei'ort as soon as it is ri'ady and J take it that they will take some time to con¬ 
clude their labours —should come nyi before another session of this conference and 
after it has lieen ia(itie<l with or without modilications, it should be leleascd to the 
the country tor the consideration ot all yaiities coiu-eined. In the meantime we 
can ayipoiiit some executive of this conlercnce for the ymryiose of carrying on 
intensive constructive work amonj; the ]\InsHjdmans tliioiighout the country. Wo 
can also name a day or days for echo-mcetin^is thron^ihout the country for making 
known to the millions of Mussalmans the result of deliberations of onr conference. 
All this is essential because a great deal of educative woik 1ms to be done and 
Muslim electoiates have to be y>jcy)ared to consider the larger issues w'hich their 
votes will nltimatidy have to liccide.” 

Mr. Allah Haksh dealt at considerable length with the IMuslim TiOague’s y)arti- 
lion scheme, the League-Congress eflbrts lor a settlement and with the liackground 
of a communal strife in Imlia. He said, “Not service but rule, not fruitful eo- 
oy)eratiou but domiiiatiou, not a general elevation of the level oi common yuosperity 
and material benefits but the enrichment of a few familn'S at the cost of millions 
of their sny)y)orlers, not a common Avilliiig efK)rt to const] net a comfortable W'orld 
for all alike but a graded scale of benefits, the maximum to go to the most intri¬ 
guing and the Hindu and JMnslim masses to grovel in llie dust and squalor of 
their villages and urban shims liave been the main aspects, of the history of all 
tlic Hindu, Muslim and British Emytires in India up to now. Islam, on the other 
hand, does not y)rcvent anyone from develo])ing his natural gifts to the full and 
enjoying tlie fruits of his skill and laliour. It does not work for a dead level but 
it forbids exy)loi(ation iu all shaytes and forms and all parties concerned will do 
well to note this as a fair warning against any attemyit to found a structure of 
government in which domination, coercion or exy)loi(ation of the Muslim masses 
may be yjossiblc.” 

Britain and India 

After reviewing iay)idly the history of the events which had led to the present 
oomrounal and constitutional imy^asse, the ITesidcnt said, “By far the most disturb¬ 
ing feature for Great Britain in the yuTsent struggle, from the y>oint of view of 
world oyiinion, is the anomalous relationshiy) between England and India. If 
Germany’s ruthleBS and brutal disrepird of the right of other sovereign States to 
live peacefully is a challenge to eivilisation and therefore Britain and hTance must 
stake their all on it, Britain should be the last to challetige India’s right to exist 
as a sovereign and completely independent fetate and should, therefore, not obstruct 
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its people if they desire to frame their own constitution. Sooner or later this 
principle on which the whole of that civilisation is based and for whose preser¬ 
vation millions of Enjilishmen and Frenclimen are ready to lay down their lives 
cannot fail to be recognised by Britain. Sooner or later, therefore, En[>land must 
make up her mind to honour the cheque which she has proclaimed that she has 
drawn in India’s favour. By the unwise action of the All-India Muslim Leaf^ue 
however, Enuland, for the time bein^, has found it iiossiblo to biing the Indian 
Muslims to the fore and has dcclarecl that since the Con}»;ress, whose representative 
position in ei^’ht out of eleven provinces cannot be constitutionally questioned, has 
not yet made its peace with the Muslim T>ea};ue, the encashment of the Dominion 
Btatus cheque must be deferred indefinitely.” 

Proceeding, Mr. Baksh ])ointed out that the Muslims of India aiqiearcd in the 
eyes of the world as the main ol)staclc in the wny of India’s ]>rof:ross as a whole. “No 
Mussalmans with the sense sli[;htcst of realism and Kclt-rcBiiect can iiossibly tolerate 
for a moment, that he should be made a political Bcapej^oat and the the evil con¬ 
sequences of the process should be allowed to leact unfavourably on bis own and 
the coming: e;cneration’s ])oliritical and material future”, lie said. “The i)roposal, 
if not promi-tly and authoritatively repudiated by a representative gathering; like 
this, is calculated to cause infinite harm to our fndian co-religionists throughout 
the Muslim and non-Muslim parts of the world and much more so at home.” 

League's Ckedjcntial QuEsrioNEt) 

Contesting the claim of the Muslim League as the sole representative body 
of the Indian Mussalmans. Mr. Allah Baksh said that the rci>resentative character 
of the Congress as a politii-al ]>arty wdth a maiority in seven and controlling power 
in the eighth province was comprehensive. ‘‘But Avhat credentials beyond public 
meetings docs the League i)rc8cnt to be recognised as the re])r('sentaUve of the 
majority of Indian Muslims ? The only way to test its reprcsentati\e character 
would be to send the League to the ])olls on the specific issue of the policy it has 
declared at Lahore. Lor whatever may have been its siippoit before in the provin¬ 
ces where the Muslims arc in a minority, it has definitely injured it beyond repair 
i)y suddenly throwing the minority IMuslims oveiboaid and ]>]opounding a wholly 
impracticable scheme of creating a soveieign f^tatc of some erores of Punjabi, 
f>indhi, Pathan and Baluch Muslims in the north-west and another of about two 
and a half erores of Assamese and Bengali IMuslims in the north-east separated liy 
o\er a thousand miles. (Inly alter these dreams have materialised will lliese 
sovereign and independent States begin to negotiate a treaty for the prole(dion of 
the IMuslim minoiities throughout India. If the Muslim minorities in Hindu 
majority ]>rovinccs are to wait for the imotci-tion of th(‘ir rights till these independent 
and sovereign States of the Punjab and Bengal have come into existence, they will 
have to wait till the Greek C’alends. 

Two Nations Theory 

Dealing with the “two nations theory of certain lending Muslim politicians of 
admittedly Indian origin”, Mr. Allah Baksh said that Indian Muslims were proud 
to be the Indian nationals and they were equally ])rou(l that their si)iritual level 
and credal realm was Islam, Every Muslim going for I'ilgiimage to the holy Mecca 
was invariably described as a Hindu by every Arab and all Indian Muslims wore 
Bimilarly known as Hindustani in Iran and Afghanistan and as Indians through¬ 
out the world. ‘A majority of the ninety million Indian IMuslims who are descen¬ 
dants of the earlier inhabitants of India are in no sense other than sons of the 
soil with the Dravidian and the Aiyan and have as much right to be reckoned 
among the earliest settlers of this common land. "Hie nationals of different countri¬ 
es cannot divest themselves of their nationality merely by embracing one or the 
other faith. In its universal sweep, Islam, the faith, ean run in and out of as 
many nationalities and regional cultures as may be found in the world.” 

After describing the bonds that knitted the Hindus and the Muslims in 
various walks of hiunaii life, Mr. Allah Baksh declared that no segregated or 
isolated region but the whole of India was the homeland of all the Indian Muslims 
and no Hindu or Muslim or any other had the right to deprive them of their 
homeland. 

Partition Proposals Examined 

Analysing the Partition scheme, the s|;eaker said that if the sixty lakhs of 
N. W. L. Province, Baluchi and Bindhi Muslims were excluded from the North¬ 
west Pakistan because they had a more realistic Bciise of things, the Punjab, with a 
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population of IJ croro of Muslims, roiifinod hotwern Cam]>bollpoi’e and perhaps 
Laiioie. would fonsiilutc a ]U()l)l(‘inati(* little Takistan with rather drastically 
cvirtailcd fiiiaucial rcsouicc's and rediu cd to the position of one of the hippcr Indian 
States. ‘ 1 have iieaid it said iliat the Siklis and the .Tats or at least, tlte Siklis (tan 
be won over liy lair c(Uicessions to remain in tliis I’akislan. ()f course sucli an 
inl'antdf; assumption pioceeds on llie basis tliat the bar^ainin^ ])OW'er of the others 
does not. cMst. Once at.-ain, if o^(*r a cioro of Sikhs and .Tats and other Hindus of 
the Jhinjah choose to stay in this j'akistan, one fails to see liovv it will he dilT'ereiit 
in ])olitical coin posit ion and power Iroui the pies('nt autonomous ])rovinces and in 
what sense it will become an independent soxeicipn (d Islamic Slate. Jn the hist 
])laee, the N. W. T\ riovinee, Itahadnslan and Sind which now enjoy eomfortahle 
majorities in autonomous ])rovinccs lielj-ed by tlu' c(mtie linancially and in tlic 
matter of defence would not eaie to exehaime tlieir ]»resent position for a minority 
ill another unit, thou'di overwTielmiimly Muslim. 

ihit if for tlu! sake of aipument lliey did, who would hear, asked ]\rr. I^aksli, 
their dcticit. of over h*s. cioks and what piiaianlee, without elhciimt tinnn<*ial 
resources, would tlic runiah otlcr Kraidinv land, air and si'a dctcnci'S apainst not 
meiely the ('xlermd bid, the intetnal invaihus '1 he topd K'venue ot tlie ])roposed 
Ihikistan, if all the units c<mtemplati'<i iiu-ludtim, Kashmii and r>ahaw:d]'nr eoalesecd 
((?\(diidiiip, th(^ lepion whic'.i is ]-n'doniinanl 11 indii-cum-Sikh). would not exctanl 
Its. It) or 17 croi'f's, all ot which was luji.in'd for dady administ i at ion. And if 
tlie railways and customs and oilier central kwciiucs of I’.akislan's shaie yielded, 
say, anotluM live or six or even ten cioics oi net surplus, the whole of it would 

not be enou^li to maintain the delences of 1h<‘ unit a'utiiist cxlerind iinasions and 

to satisfy the iiiteu'sl cliaij^es and other liahilitirs. It. was true that, the unit if 
allowed a ]'eiiod of i ca a* and jimsj'ciity mivht. dc'-c!oo its industiics and build up 
like (’zcchosh)vakia a d<‘c<‘Ut (‘mnich position and d.i'tcni-c toicc !)ul why should it, 
V)(‘ assunu'd that the K'st of India would all tliis time stand still and so would the 
tianshoidcr nci:.’,hhou rs iucludin;; Kii‘---ia and that iheir resounes would not he put 
to the h('sl use. W'ho then would dclciid this unit aeainst, Ibissia or Atplianislan 
in tin' meanwhile in case a new hmhh'r o! a Kussian oi some other enipiie n)s(' ? 
Jf the Ibiljsh w(':c ask^d to In,Id this ))al»y until it, was stion;.’ (aiouidi to stand 

on its own leps, in the hist ]'laa‘ wliat was the r/.’Of/ /)/•■> n.vo. and in tiie second 

wind, was this smokes.uccu of an indcpcmh'ut, sov('i('ij;n a al Islainic Slate for ? 

“Idle NoftInlaasl. Pakistan is t<‘M times more (antaslic and a hundicd times 
more fragile,” said dLr. Laksh. ‘d n tlie (a.ina'piion of l!ic North-Western Pakistan 
or tlie Punjal). Ihcie is at least, a ],ohsihili!y of its h'-inp; linked tip wil.li more 
])OW’eiful Alpan or Uusroan Muslim nnphh'onis, hut tin' ihaieal and Assam 1‘akislan 
will he HU isolation (panantine, A\il)i no sii|ei Unity of maiiud laci's to its eiedit, 
and whi. h, theielore, may in*t lake lone to he (p.di kly aheoilx'd hy its more enler- 
])risinp, neiehhoiii s. J’>ut il the ia'aeiie does not (•ontem;)late anything; lietter than 
Ihirma and Peylon, the (‘ledulous should not lie deceived into tlnnkinp, of an inde- 
])endent islamir Slate hut llu-y should he ftaidvly told that another Palestine is 
BOup,ht to he creati'd under the ihilish mandate, ia't us not waste lime on this 
))iirt of t.lic pioli'siiiie scheme. 

“It is a maticr for some suii.-fa.dion tlial refii>onsii)]e spokesmen of t.Tu^ Ibiti.sh 
Oovernment have scotched tliis s.lieme at the outsid,. Vv'e may, howf'vei-, liojic that 
the indirect ainl siiliJle encouiaLcmcnt some inliucnlial indivMliial Jki^Iislimcn liave 
BO far given to tlm spoiisois ol tiic seliemi', for olivious reasons, will not eontinue 
to vitiati; a peiTeclly sliamlil, issue. It, siiouhl he eaiefully noted that no resjionsible 
Minister ot the Jhiiijai) caied to lend tJie sliglitest supi)Ort to the scheme nor has 
any ])oiuihir suppoit been foithcoming; from either the Punjal) or nengal. It is 
tpiitc oi)vious that if ever a decision along these lines was ever likely to he taken 
it would rest not with a ixjlitical organisation or a party hut with the aecrediteci 
rcju'CHcntativcs of the po]uiiatioii coneerned and, thereiore, it is dillieult to iindcr- 
Btand the J^eaguc’s ohjection to a Constitiient Assemhly in whiidi Indian Miisstd- 
mans should decide the question of the ioini of eoiisiilution nndc'r which they 
would be prepared to live ])cae(dully. If tlie ])opulation of the majority provinces 
do not want the I.ieagnc’8 Pakistan and if the Muslim miiioiity in tlie Hindu 
majority provinces cannot dictate to the IMuslin majority luovince, it is difficult 
to sec on wdiat constitutional basis the League can ])ossibly advance its dcmaml. 
'J'o my mind il is perfectly obvious that a ]>olitical ])ersonality of Mr. Jinnah’s 
distinction cannot but admit the force of this argument and therefore 1 am inclined 
to fielieve that the Takistan Bclieine is about the most indircreet approach to a 
serious problem and as such has torpedoed the very basis of a reasonable settlement.” 
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Ileferrinp; to the world situation, Khan Bahadur Allah Bnksh dcsorihcd the 
present world war as llie birth ]>ane,8 of a new world order. Jlc said that the 
a^^ressor had bee'« eoiidi'miiod })y all ri;ibt-thiiildnu: men as a inenaco to hiiinan 
freedom and eiviliHati(ni. “Wlieie ultimately all this will lea^l none can clearly 
foresee, hut one thini; is certain beyond a shadow of doulit. that unless the brutal 
and ruthb'ss methods of the a,e.i;ieS'^or aic eheeknd and also the a nbilious maps of 
all the emi'ires arc rolhnl up, whetticr they are based on democratic or totalitarian 
ideologies, tlic peace and prosperity for which the \ast bulk of mankind has been 
pining for will not come into sight.” 

Resolutions—Second Day—New Delhi - 2Hlh. April 1040 
]NI)KPENI>EN('K A8 C1()\L of 

The second day’s sittinc; of the Conft;rence eommeneed to-nicht at> 11 p.m. 
with Kh(in Jhi.'id liLt AILiIi lUtLsh in the chair. Tlie ])iO'au’dings opeiu'd with a 
recitation fiom tlic (Juoran. Two eondolcn -c lesolntions touching the di'at'lis of J\Ir. 
Yalctif) Hitsfin and MiUiLona uddi n Aimcrt, ])nt from the (hair, wcic i>asBcd. 

The thiul la'soliition repudiating the charge tliat tiio iMussalnuius weie ()))posed 
to Tiuba’s fn'cdom was moved by Mufii. Kd'diiafiiHu, Ihcsident ol tlie .Tamiat- 
ul-Ulcma-i-liind ;— 

“'J’liis tamleicnce of rei'rcsculalivcs of the Indian IMiislims who desire to 
80(‘ure the fullest fiecddin for tiieir count ly consist nig (d deleeaWs and rej'resen- 
talives Iroui all juievnices, aftm’ having L’i\eii its fulle'it and most careful 
consideration to all the vital (jnes-nnis aHeeliiiL’ flu' inteiests of the Muslim 
community and the conniry as a whole (h'daics the following : — 

‘dndni, witJi its g( oaiaphi'-al and I'olitical hoiimbincs, is an indi\ isihl(* wdiole 
and as such it is tlic c()nim()n hoini'land ol all the eiti/.cns, inesjH'cti\e of i ace or 
religion, wlm aio ioinl, owners of its resoniccs. All nooks and corners of the 
eoniitry eonlain the healths and liomcs ot the Alu^lims and tin' ciieiisht'd historic, 
monnmenls of tliv'ir ri'licion and cnllme wliidi are dearer to tlu'in than their liv('S. 
From tile national i-oitil. of view, eveiy Muslim is an Indian. 'I'lie erimmon rights 
of all the inhabiiants of the country and their is'sponsibilil les in evei-y walk of 
life and in e\e:y soliere ol activity an' tlu' same. 'I’he Iinlian IMnslim 1)> virtue 
ol iliese rights and i I's; loiisilnl ii u-s i^> ninpn-st lonabl y an Indian national and in 
every pai t of the eonntiy he is eiiTiilcd to ((pial piivilet’cs with all otlier Indian 
nationals in (",’('ry sjiheie oi go\ernmeioat, econonii'- and otlier national activities. 
For tliat veiy reason Muslims owe ctpial i esponsihility w ith other Indians lor 
stiiving and making saenliees to acln<'ve the country’s indejx'iKh'nea. d'his is a 
Belf-e\idt'iit, piopositioii, the trntli of which no lichi-thinking Muslim will question. 

' This Fonleience declares nnetjnivoeally and with all the ('np hasis at its 
Command that llie goal ol Indian Muslims is eomph'te imh'ia'ndenee along with 
du' pioteelion of their leligions and eommmnd lU’hts and they ace anxious to 
attain this goal as eaily as possible, ltisi)iicd by this aim, they liave in the past 
made great saerilices. 

‘‘Tliis ('onteience iinreservedly and strongly repudiates the baseless charge 
levelled agtiinst Indian IMuslims l)y the agents of ihitish imperialism and otliers 
that liK'y are an ohslaele iii tlie path of Indian fieedorn and emphatically deelarcs 
that the iMuslims aie fully alive to their responsibility and consider it iiieonsisient 
with their tiadition and derogatory to their honour to lag hehing others in the 
struggle for the country’s iiulependenee,” 

Mujti Kifdijdtulld, in the course of his speech, traced the history of the 
Indian struggle for freedom and said that active |»rop>apnnda was being carried 
on at jiresent hotli in and out ol India alh'ging that Indian Muslims were opposed 
to Britain granting fieedorn to this country. It was uj) to tlie Muslims, he declared, 
to rejmdiale tliis charge. Bcfening to the Bakistan scheme, the speaker said that 
by religion a Muslim was enjoined to preach the message of Jslam to the fartliest 
corner of the w'orld. They could not, Iheiefore, shut tliemselves in zones, d’he 
Prophet of Islam came to free the whole world and therefore true Muslims could 
not be a ])arty to aid others in keeping themselves in bondage. 

Mr. Y. Nu.ru\ former Minister of Bombay, seconding the resolution, regretted 
that a section of Indian Muslims was heljiing Biitain to deny freedom to India. A 
Muslim, he said, was born free and was born to free others. He could not abet 
Britain to hold India in bondage and it was for the Conference to rebut the charge. 
He assured the Conference that Indian freedom would secure fullest religious and 
cultural freedom to everyone, including Muslims. Eefeiring to the Pakistan 




328 THE AZAD MUSLIM CONFERENCE [ new Delhi— 

Bcbeme, Mr. Nurie afiked whether MiiRlims were prepared to leave behind their 
reii^^ious and other bnildin^^H in the non-Miislim zoncB. 

Dr. Alcein (Lucknow) moved an amendment by which he urfied tlie launching 
of a 8liii‘;{;le for the eonnlry’H freedom in wliich all BectioiiB of the Indian i)eople 
would participate, lie Raid tliat Indian MiiBliniH were not willin*;- to accept any 
movement which micht Btren};thcn her chains of hondace. His amendment alone 
would be a tittin<i: roi)ly to the pro]>acanda that Indian Mnslims were opposed 
to the Indian freedom movement. He aBserted that the movement would be 
launched sooner or later and it was their duly actively to support it. 

Mr. Ayr i Razvf moved an amendment w'hich soiip^ht deletion of the provision, 
‘‘Aloji^ with the ]notection of their reli^^iouB and communal ri{;htB” in the definition 
of the poal of JMuBlirnB set forth in the resolution, lie said that the resolution, 
as it stood, reduced the Ctjnference to the level of the I\Iuslim T^eacue. ilis 
amendment was to make com])lete ind('|)endence the t^oal of Indian Muslims. 

Khivdja AhdnL Majul mov(*d an amendment which, while retaining, (complete 
independence as the constitutional j;oal for India, added ex]>licitly a provision 
that such freedom should si'cure and retain tlie leli^ious and communal richts 
of Muslims, lie sedd tliat the idea of eom]dete indejicndeiiee was likely to bo 
misinterpreted or misieiiresented by otheis. 'I’hey had to p,o to the masses to 
lemove certain wronp ideas created amoncst them. Ilieir };oal, therefore, must 
1)0 correctly defined so as to ])revont their eo-ielicionists in ruial or urban India 
from bein^ under a wronp, imi)rcssion. ilis amendment would secure the 
desired eflect. 

]\lr. withdrew his amendment. 

!)]’. AsliJdf opp.ost'd all the amendments. He said that I\Ir. Abdul IMajid’s 
amendment ai)p('auHl to have some support araoniJ:, the audience. He, however, 
thoucht that the amendment did not clarify the dtdinition of inde{)endence or 
niake. it more explicit. Is'or dul it imi)rove the condition or status of Indian 
Miissalmans. d'he Indian iMuslim not only loved his country or freiHiom but also 
the rip,ht of reIi;^ious obseivances. A INIuslim knew that India was a land of 
ilitlerent races and creeds, d’hcrefore, lie wanted an asHuraucc that freedom would 
also ensure for him communal and rolipious fiecilom. 'J'he demand was real 
but it liad been ma^initied by the Lca/;ue. ‘'Let us leave the old nationalism ainl 
let us mak(^ clear what, we want in a fn^e India”, he concluded. 

Mr. Zm-uil-din, rrcsident of the All-India Momin Conference, further 
supported the resolution. 

Maiildna Hafizur Rehincin, op])OHin^ the amendments, said that the 
oifranisations which had convened the conference, had always participated in the 
BtuK,i;le for freedom and would ap,ain participate when an occasion arose. The 

resolution was a rcidy both to Lord Zetland and the All-India Muslim la-a^^ue. 

For he would like t,o tell Lord Zetland that Indian JMiislims wme in no way 
behind others in urpini^ the demand for freedom, i^imilaily, he would tell tlie 
Lea;i:ue that liulia was c>ne and indivisible whole and Muslims were its co-owners 
alon^ with other communities. 'Fhe ]>artition scheme, lie feaied, would retain British 
rule and mi;Aht cri'ate a biitl'er state for the benefit of (Ireat Biitain. 

MduldUd Mdhoi/tcd M(ten, supporting the resolution, said that the 

I^ahore resolution of the Leaj;ne had embarrassed Sir Sikander ll>at Khan, whose 
non-Muslim colleaiAues had since then been askinjj; him’"(the Bunjab Bremier) to 
declare what his own ]K)licy was in recard to the Bakistan scheme. "Bhe League 

resolution, however, had enabled Lord Zetland to say that Indian Muslims were 

opi)osed to their country’s freedom. He asked the audience whether they were 
opposed to Indian fn^edom. (There were cries of “no, no” from the audience.) 

The sjieaker said that that w'as their reply to Lord Zetland. If India was to 
be partitioned on a reli};iou8 basis, wdiat rig,ht had they to i)revent the Sikhs from 
asking for a Sikhastan ? 

Dr. AhduL Alccni, reidyinp; to tlie criticism against his amendment, said that 
he was not convinced by the argnmentB of his critics. At the same time, he 
realised that the mere i)aRRing of his amendment by a majority wmuld not clarify 
their demand for freedom for India ; it was not their words but their deeds which 
would be eflective. His object was not to frustrate the objcid of the conference by 
dividing the House. He. therefore, desired to withdraw his amendent. 

The House granted leave and he withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. ALi Bahadur Khan, s[)eaking on behalf of the Majlis-i-Ahrar, said that 
his ort;anisation was already taking steps to protect and safeguard the rights and 
interests of Muslims. The organisation, he said, would fulfil the prediction of their 
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Prophet and Nabi Mohd. that as far as India was concerned if Islamistan were 
ever to be established, it vvouhl be l)y the Majlis-i-Ahrar. 

Khan BahadiiJ- Samad (Hallu'liistan) said tliat tin? Pakistan schenae had been 
created at the behest of tlie Biiiish and for the benefit of the Ibitisli. 

Mr. Jan MtBimnod, after describina, coinlitions in the Frontier Province, said 
that it was already a Pakistan. He asked iMr. .Jinnah to see for h niself what price 
the North-West Frontier Province was paying for tliis Pakistan. 

The resolution was ]>assed nnaniniously and tlie Conference adjourned. 

Resolutions Third Day—New Delhi—2t)th. April 1940 
ihiKiHTAN Move I>ENorNc:ja) 

After a discussion lasting, over a hundred and thirty minutes, the Conference 
passed unanimously to-nii^ht the lesolulion on the Pakistan n'lieme. charactei isinj;- it 
as impracticable and liarintnl to the c,onntiy’s interest, ^eneially and of Mnslims in 
particular. Mnulana hlahihar Ixrhman moved t.he follo\vin<j^ K'soliilion : 

‘■'I'his Conference considers that, any scheme whbdi divides India into Hindu 
India and Moslem India is impiaciical)le and harinlul to the country’s inteiest 
generally and those of Moslems in jun Iicnlar. 

“'J'iiis Conference is convinced that the iiunitahle result of such a sclieme will 
he that obstacles will lie created in the ])alli of Indian ireedoiii and British 
Imperialism will exi>loit it for its own purpose.” 

T'iie mover said that the (’onlciciice was one of the most representative 
gatherings held in India in recent years. Tiacing tin* history of political auilation 
in India, he said, “We want a demo-iaiie govern men t, whudi would have 
representatives of all eoinmnnitu-s and inicri'sis. We want a government of the 
Indian masses and not ot tlie Biil.ish or tlie Uaj.is or Nawuihs or ot any reliiiions 
groui>. ihoeeeding, tlie Manlana said that eommiinalisin liad been inllamed not only 
by Mnslims but by Hindus also. Mnslims w'ere in tlie fioiit. rank in the Irci'dorn 
struggle as was seen in the Frontier in Ih'.n. ''I'he (hoeinmcMt of India Act, IbJ"), 
had enhanced the ])OVver and jircstige of Indian niasscs and elerloiates. It wuis 
alleged that under the pri'sent conslitniion, Mnslims vvme oppiesscd l)y the 
Congress. But tliat was framed by non-kk)nr;ressmcii and by those wlio stooil for 
separate electorates and safi'giiaids lor minoiiiies. He challenged Mr. Jinnali to 
ecmie out in an open meeting and juit, Ins case belou' the audience. They would 
slso ]nit their ease befoie the undienee. “We will bane tlie verdict to the 
community as to whether iMr. .linnah or we sei ved the Muslims best.” 

Ciitieibing the Pakistan scheme and the eiy ot “Islam in danger”, the speaker 
said that the demand for exchange oi ]iopii hit ions had now beim given up and 
Muslim minorities would have to lemain in Hindu India. He declared that tlie 
Pakistan scheme would never he accepted by any seiisiiile Muslim as it, would 
re<luc,e autonomous ]u-oviiices to the status of Indian ^^talcs. Proceeding, the 
Manlana said that it was Hindus who were lespousihle for making the Muslim 
League strong The Hindu piess did Mr. .linnah's |.iopaganda and weakened the 
cause of Nationalist Muslims, d'he Manlana asked the audience whether any one 
was in favour of Pakistan. 'The audiian-e siginliiai tlieir o|'posi!ion to the scheme. 
The speaker, eoutiuuiug, said that lie did not want ])roteciioii for Islam either 
from lliinlus or any other eommunity. He would protect it, by his own strength 
and sacriliec. “I could not be ])roteclcd by Pakistan. 

The resolution was seconded by JMaulvi ylhdiil/a Ulkarii of Bengal who said 
that no Muslim in Bengal was in favour of the i>aitiliou. He added that the 
proposal was likely to depiive two to three ciores of IMuslims living in Hindu zones 
of their rights. 'The same would be the fate of Muslim buildings of worshif) and shrines. 

Hafiz Mahatticd Jbrahuii, ex-Miuister of the United Provinces, further 
supported the resolution. Pie said that the allged oppression of Muslims in the 
Congress-governed yirovinecs was claimed to he the reason for the yiartition scheme, 
but the question was whether oppression of Muslims, if any, would cease even under 
the Pakistan. Pie did not think so. l^iirther, the allegation of oppression, he 
declared, was baseless and without any foundation. But the Muslim League had 
propagated these allegations amongst the Muslim masses, because some of the 
Leaguers were not included in the Ministries. Mr. Ibrahim claimed that even if 
the League Ministries had been in power, they would not have done as much for 
the Muslims as the Congress Governments had done. 

Mr. Ahdu 7 ’ Rehman Khan (Frontier), in lending support to the resolution, 
described the l^akistan scheme as a ruse to keep India under British domination. 
The resolution was passed. 

42 
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Constituent Assembly 

Munhtiin Hufiz-iiWRchman moved the following' resoliUioii on Constituent 
AsseniMy :— 

“It is the (‘ouKi(l(M’ed opinion of tliis ConffTeneo tint tlie future coiiistitution 
of India slionld hr frainod l)y a Conslitin'iit Assrinhly (drrtrd on tln^ liasis of adult 
Hiiffrai^e. In that constitution, the salc^nards for prchivUinj the liyhls and interests 
of the I\Iuss;dni.;ns should he determiiK'd liy the JMuslim iinnidters of the 
Conslituent Assinnhly. The reju’eseiita!ives of other coinniunities or any forci;:,n 
])0\ver sled) have no i it! lit to interfrie in that decision”. 

Mitiilaiia I! () fi:-Nt-R,'fi tiKi ti said that the political awakenint;' in India had 
reacdieil a sta^e when she couhl not allow a foreiy,n J’ower to detennine her future 
constit ution. 

d'he r(!solntion was supported hy iVIr. Hahnni ! A.'nin. Kh >(n (Sind), who 
said that th(‘ lesoliiUon demanded the iit;ht oi scl I-dc! ri mi nation lor India and the 
draflini; of the const if ul ion hy the repi esen t at ives of the masses and not by 
self-elected l('a<lcis. 'J'lie Takir^tan scheme, he asserted, would not h( 3 nelit the masses 
but oidy vcstcil inleicsls. 

Mr An^.ir iJanr.ir moved an amendment seekine; to summon a (tonslitnent 
Assinnhly only alter power had pa'^'^ed over to the Indian pc()j)le. I'liis, he said, 
would pive the bjinction of action to the Conslituent Assembly. 

Mr. (Ihuhini M>'ta m nh’d (Krontiei) moved anotlnu' amendment hy whiidi he 
wanted to make a provision that the eonslitniion fr.iinrd hy the Constituent 
Assembly would dinnaiid uolhini; less tliaii eomphUe, iiulepeiidt'nre. 

M-iuhnii Xooniif fnt lh''uiii hy a third amendment, waute(l the rej^resentatives 
of eacli eommiinity (o (hMeimme and saleenaid its own liahts ami intinesls. 

Mautau'i h iiriii replying, to the debate, said that he did not see 

his way to a'*ce|»t any of the amendmeiils. 

Two amendiiK'uts were vvii.iidrawni, while the thiid was rejected and thereafter 
the I’esoluiion was eariied hy an ov ervvliel mini; majoiity. 

l)r. Ashraf said that li\e yeats aeo they wine not slronp; enoueh to demand 
the rii;ht ol s<‘lf-delei minai ioii. Its liist basic piinciple was that no oufsider would 
interfere or (h'tmaiiiie Indi.ds eonsiitution. This, lor (he ]'-resini!, had l)een denied 
by Lord Zellaml. I )r, Ashi’af {;a^e instane«‘s where Conslituent Assemblies 
fiimhioiied in U. S. A., France and Soviet Knissia and ohsei ved that tlieir (hnnand 
w'onld ))(! irresistible, if they oi;;anised and made themselves stioiii^. 'J'he Conleiciiee 
then adjourned. 


Resoliilions -Fourth Day—New Delhi—30lh. April 1040 
diiE Communal Idioni-EM 

When the O])on session of tlie Ckmference met to iii;;ht, the fourth and the 

last day of the session, Khtni Biihudiu' ALlnh Bakiuk presiding, iMr. Asaf ^\lt 

moved, on heiialf of Chair, liie followiiif; resolution : — 

“Whcieas in the futme eons!itntioii of India it would he essential in 
order to eiisuie stahilily of Covernment and ])resei \ alion of security tiiat every 
citizen and comm unity should iecl salislicd, this Coiitereuce considers it 

necessary that a scheme of safecnards as lecards vital matters mentioned below 
should lie prepared to the satisfaction of IMuslims. 

‘“riiia Conference a[)points a Hoard consistiiic; of 127 ]>orsons. I'his Board 
ehoiild, after the lullest investigation, consultation and eonsuleration, make its 
recommendation for siihinission to the next session of this Conference so that 
the Conference may utilise this recommendation as a means of securing a 

])ermanent national settlement to the communal qin'stion. This recoinmendation 
should be submitted within two months. The matters referred to the Hoard arc 
the following 

“(1) ITotection of Muslim culture, personal law and religious right ; (2) 
political rights of Muslims and tlicir protection *, (3) the formation of the future 
constitution to be iion-unitary and unavoidable ])Owers for the Federal Govern¬ 
ment ; and (4) provision of safeguards, economic, social and cultural rights of 
Mussalmaus and their share in the imhlic services. 

“The Board will be empowered to fill up any vacancy in a suitable 
manner. The Board will have the right to co-opt other members. It will be 
empowered also to consult other Muslim bodies and, if it considers necessary, 
any responsible organisation in the country. The 27 members of the Board will 
be nominated by the President, The quorum for the meeting of the Board will be nine. 
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“Sinoe the Bafeginania of the oommniial ri^ihtfl of different communities 
will be determined in the Constituent Asstmibly referred to in the resolution 
which this C'onfcrence has ]>assed, this Conterence consideis it necessary to 
declare that Muslim members ot this Constituent Assembly will be elected by 
Muslims themselves.’' 

Mr. Htjfiz Mohainwpd Thrahim, former Minister of the TTniled Provinces, 
speakin;:; on the resolution, said that they wanted full freed >m of religious 
observance without any outside interfereiu-e. INIuslims, lie declaied. were pre- 
paied to take pm t in the striiiiple for ficedoni and would continue to do so 
until com])lele independence was acdiieved by the united elldrlH of all c-ommu- 
nities. Mr. Ibrahim proceeded to ex]>lain that they wished to fiame a constitu¬ 
tion for India under which eveiy indi\idual would be* fiee to live a liaimouious 
life and would liave faith in the povernmemt. PefiniiuL; to the ladure of 
eflorls for communal unity, IMr. Ihrahim said that the Conpicss had on three 
occasions in the ])ast tiled to ascertain Irom the leaders of the Muslim 

Leapoic tlie nalnre of the safeguards they eonsideied necessary for the 

]>rotec.tinn cif tlic euHuial, religions and ]>oIitical rij^lits of Muslims. Put the 

insistence of the League leadeis that the Congress should recocriise the J^ea^uo 
as the only representative oipanisation of Indian IMuslims wnis lesponsihle for 
the failure of tliis move. li(‘ asked what was the relation between (lie two, the 
safe;i,uard8 lor JMiislims and the lecopnition of tlie Lcap;ue ns the only 
orcanisation rei>rescnlinc Indian Muslims ? 'I'his altitude on the part of the 

TiC.^enc leaders showe<l that they did not want communal niiily in the country. 
The Pakistan sidieme, sjtonsoied liy the Muslim i.eapue, iiidu-atcd the failure 
of tlie leaders of that organisation to protect the npjit of Muslims. Mr. Ihiahim 
tJien e.xplaiued that tlie Poaiil would formulate the demands of Muslims and 
place the same before the Con|j,rcsa. 

iMr. /S'. A. Bic!vi, seconding the resolution, expressed Scalisfactioii at the 
decision of (lie confcreiuau lie felt j;ratilied in pailicular wiih the unequivocal 
declaration that INluslims were i>repaicd to lieht, with otlu'r eommuiiities for 
Indian freedom and supj'Orl the demand for Hnmmoniii<y a C'onsliuient Assen.bly 
to frame a ronstitntion for India. 'J'hc idea of cstahlishiui; a Jliiidn flam Raja 
or A'fnslim Paj in India w’as ahsnid. Had Mr. .linnah not insisted oii the 
recoci)it,i(/n of the Muslim Leacue as llio aulhoiitative )>ody of Imhaii Muslims, 
a ccMiimuiial scttlcnieut would have been jiossilile. IMr. PieUi coucludiil by ])oiutin^ 
out that the only course open to them under the existing ciiciimstauces was the 
ore indicated in the resolution. He felt confident that the resolution would receive 
unanimous suiipoit. 

Miiuldua Ahmed Saved, General Secretary of the .lamiat-uPTIlcma-i-Hiud, 
criticised the attitude of the IMusIim lA'aeuo to the (piestion of a eomniuiial settle¬ 
ment and declared that the eonfeience and nut the Muslim Leacue was leiiiesentutive 
of Indian Muslims. 

Mr. Ahtd tJaffarhhai (Pomliay) oiiposed the resolution. 

Mr. Ahdiil (rliaiii ami Mr. Si/ed liairi siii)|>oited Mr. Jaffarblini, They said 
they should rely on their own Btrene,!li to secure their rpelits and needed 
no safecuards. They reiteiated their belief in the C’ouslituent Assembly as 
the only solution of the Indian political ]uol)lem. 

Mr. Asaf All, in a brief sj)eeeli, explained the necessity for the resolution 
and said that the lesolution could not be taken to mean that they no lonp,er 
believed in tiic Hjstem of joint clectoiate. 'J'iie Oonfenmee had already aece]»ted 
the ])iineiple that the futuie constitution of India should be fiamcil by a 
Constituent Asseiuhly, wliieh was also to determine the safep-uaids for the 
protection of the communal rifj;hts of the vaiions eommuiiities. dhe resolution 
BOU};ht to make it clear that tlie representatives of Muslims to the Constituent 
Assembly should be ciiosen by the Muslim (‘Oinmuiiity. iMr. Asaf All ])ointcd out 
that the resolution was based on the i)iincii>lc of sclf-delermination wJiich had 
been accepted at the Confercnec. 

Mr. Asaf Ali declared that there need be no doubt that IMuslims w'ould 
fi^ht for the freedom of the country. He }>oiuted out that in 1919 the national 
movement oig:anisations like the Khilafat, the Jamiat-nl-Ulema had joined the 
Con^^rcss. lie assured them that they were ready for any amount of sacrifice 
to win freedom. He referred to the {^ood work of the Muslim Mass Contact 
Committee set up by the Conjijress and said that this body was doin^ its best 
to hell) the Muslims. Mr. Asaf Ali assured'.the conveners of the Az&d Conference 
his full CO operation in the matter of giving effect to its discussions. 
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Mr. Ohct'lulla Hindltc made a fervent appeal to Indians and particularly to 
Muslims to join the Ttuiian National Con^iess. He said that they could not attain 
freedom so lon^ as Indians, irrespective of creed, did not extend full support to the 
Con^^iess and come under its llaii. 'J'hey must remcmher that they had no arms to 
fif^ht. l^iyin;^" a tribute to Mahatma (iaridhi, ]\lr. Sindiie said that Handhiji had 
introductcd a new lechnupie, the non-violent imMhod of conducting- a 8trug};le. 
Muslims, he (hadaied, should ])ieparc themselves to lij;ht for freedom through 
this non-violent metliod. lie, however, said that the Muslim view-|)oint was 
not fully undeistood by Oonen'ss leadeis, lie commended the resolution to the 
House and hoped it would in* passed unanimously. 

The resolution was ])assed by an o\cr helming majority, 
lHcs()i>rrioN on War 

The following resolution on war was inoved by I)]-, A}<hraf^ seconded by Mr. 
FakJiaraddiyi dZ/z/cuZ, ex-Ministcu'ed Assam and was passed unanimously;— 

“I'his Cjonfereiice is st[on;.'lY oi the opinion that the ]uesent European war is 
the outcome of the impeiialist tcn<b‘ncies ol Euiopean nations. Moreover, the treat¬ 
ment of bubji'ct naiiuns by the Ibiiish and Eiench dennxiacies themselves, sim^e 
this war has inad<‘ it af>soinl<‘Iy cleai to India that even these democratic countries, 
in spile ol then dcclaiat kmis to th(‘ coutiaiy, liavc (deaily shown up their imperialist 
nature. A w'ar oi this natiiie is e\ideiiiiy eoiilraiy to tJic legitimate interest of 
the dowoi-tioddeii poor masses. 

‘'I'ius Coiileieiiee is ol opinion that in tin’s wmr, tlie European Tmjierialist 
I^ovveiH aie making S[)ecial e/Ioi t to us(‘ the people in Islamic (aniiiliies as tools to 
gam their own ends as is evident liom the aciiiilies ol these IViwers in Egypt, 
Moioceo, Jhdestinc and t-^yiia. 

■•In these cireiimsiances, this Confenmec is eleaily of opinion that Muslims in 
India should lemaiii neiilial iu this war and dissociate themselves from iciidering 
any sui)p()it to the impeiialist. Lowers and to ludp not only their owm countries 
hut also other siilijt'ct counfciies. d'hey should hilly participate in the struggle for 
freedom and be piepanal to oiler cveiy kind of aa<‘iihee.” 

Tiie following lesoluliuns wcio also passed by the Conference :— 

RaLTK’IIIHT \n 

‘‘This ronferenec expresses its deej) icgiet that Raliudiistan is still kept de¬ 
prived of the form of ^overiiiiuMit which alieady ohtains in other })roviiice8. Tliis 
Confeionce is empalically ol tin' opinion tliat Haliudiislan is entitled to those rights 
and powcMH, which otlnu- inoviiuM's enjoy. This (\>iifeimice very strongly snjiports 
the movement that is being cariu'd on to biing Ihdiicbistan to a position of equa¬ 
lity with otht'r ]U()\inees and assiiies the freedom-loving inhahitanls of Baluchistan 
that it will give them every ]>os^lble help.’’ 

SUPl’OR'I’ TO HaNPLOOM INDUSTRY 

“This Coiiforenec notes with legret the dejuessed state of the liandloom-w^eaving 
industry and in older to em-ouia{_'e and stimulate (his industry a})j)eal8 to all 
Indians generally and jMuslims ])arlieiilarly tliat they should only use cloth that 
is hand'woven.” 

riUCsIDKN'l’.S C\)NUITTI>IN(i Sj’EEOlI 

Khan Bahadur Allah Jlaksh, Rresident of the Confere^jco, winding up the 
proceedings, deelaied that tin* i'akislan sclieme was iinpraetieahle and would never 
become a reality. Tlie Conleienee, he said, had luuvided him with an opfiortiinity 
to witness, for tlie hist lime in recent yeais. tin* si*eeiaclc of se\’cn influential 
Muslim organisations coming on the same I'lalloim and giving expression to their 
views on ])iol»lem8 afl’eetmg llieir community. He empliasised that Muslims did 
not lag behind Hindus in their ilemand for freedom. Tie assured Muslims that 
they liad nothing to fear in a free India, hut fieedom would be theirs only when 
Hindus and Muslims leaidied an undei standing. ISpcaking for himself, Mr. Allah 
Baksh made a suggestion tliat Ulemas Hh(>uld he elected to the Constituent Assem¬ 
bly and whatever their verdict, it sliould he binding on the Muslim community. 

Answering the ciitics of the (.Vmgiess Ministiies, Mr. Allah Baksh said that 
if ]iartie8 were deiuited to l“^ind and the Bunjah, it would not he diflicult to find 
fault with their administiation. Finally, lie reafliimed that the system of joint 
electoiales was eondneive to eordial and haimonious relations between the different 
eonimunities. He exhorted all to strive their utmost to attain their goal. The 
four-day session came to an end amid shouts of ‘"Allah-o-Akbar” and “Inquilab 
Ziudabad”. - 



The All India Hindu Mahasabha 

Working Committee Meeting New Delhi —10th & 11th Feb. 1940 

CoNsiDEiiA'rioN OF Offer 

The Working Committee of the All India Hindu IVlalinsnhlia eommeneed at 
New Delhi on the loth. February with the Fiesithnt, ]\lr. 1'. 1). Sai (n kur^ in the 
chair. Dr. B. S, Moonje and Bhai Varamanand weie among the inemi)ciB prcHcnt. 
The meeting adopted the following resolniions :— 

‘‘In view of the factH (D tliat the niischu'f aonglit to he (oeated by Ulr. Jinnah 
and the Muslim J.eagtio by their ohseivance of the so-called J >(div('rance l>ny’, lias 
been nipped in the bnd by the lefnsal of tlie (Joveinment to n|>point. a Itoyal CommiH- 
Bion as desiicd by them ; (Lb that H. E. the Viccioy has aiiiiounced in clear terms 
tliat Dominum Status in terms of the l\'es(minisler Statute sliall he (he basis of 
the eoustitiiiiou for India to he achieved Lit Iheeailiest possible moment’ and 
that he has liirther given the assiiram-e ‘to facilitate tlu; achievement of that status 
by all means in their ]to^Yel•’ ; and (d) that th(‘ Yieeioy, the Couyress and the 
Hindu Mahasaliha are all of one opinion in making piovision ftir sab';!narding the 
legitimate interests ot the minorities in any consiitntion that may be (halted; 

“The Working (Lommiltee of the llindn Mahasabha. in a spiiit of I'esponsive 
co-otieration, is in-epaied to give its helpful eoiisider at ions, as an iinnu'diatc step 
to its goal of indei'endcnce, to the proposals eonlained in the Yieeiegal eom- 
munique, namely : 

‘(1) that His Maji'sty’s Government wnc only too ready to examine the wdiole 
of the field in eonsnltaiion with the re))reHcntati\es of all the paitic's and interests 
in India when the time came. 

“(Li that the Federal scheme of the Act, while at present in siisiiense, afforded 
the RW'iftcst stepping stone to l>ominion Status; 

“(d) that the offer put forwaid by H. E. the Yieeroy in Novemhei’, I9d9, of an 
expansion of the Govcrnor-(Jenerars Executive (.'onncil on the lines and on the 
basis then indicated, remained open and that His ]\Iaj('sty’s Governiuent were 
prepared to give cfl'ect to that order.” 

Leaotte of Natiojss to Sicn’i.E Communal Tssujo 

As regards the eommnnal problem “which is now the only hurdle in the way 
to further constitutional progress”, the Hindii IMahasabha w:is of the definite 
o|)inion that it should he immediately rolerred for Bettlement to the League of 
Nations. 

As for the problem of the defeiu‘e of India, the Hindu Mahasabha w^as of 

D])inion “that a period of transition of ten years at the most, he fixed, during which 

the scheme of Indiaiiisation of all the diffeient hianchcs of the Army such as the 
Ail Force, the Navy, etc., should he quickened and finished and that., at the end 
of the })criod, Deleiicc also should he made a tiansb-ned dei'artment.” 

The liindn Mahasabha welcomed the ])rihlication of the correspondence be¬ 
tween Mr. .linnah and Lord Linlithgow “in that it lias hronglit into light the 
Cf^nsiiiracy which Mr. Jinnah and the Muslim League aie organising to create faci¬ 
lities for the Moslem I’oweis and Moslem count lies for aggression against India 
by demanding on the one hand, that Indian troops should not he used against any 
Moslem i’ower or eonntry and, on the other, tliat the tuesent ])roi)ortion of the 
Moslems in the Indian Aimy should not he reduced.” 

It was also resolved that a depntalion of the Hindu Mahasabha he sent in 

time to England so that any agitation that might he started there prejudicial to 

the interests of the Hindus he effectively eounteiaeted and an agitation be initialed 
for the annulment of the Communal Award. 

Resolutions—Second Day—New Delhi- 11th. February 1940 

Recruitment to Army 

The Working Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha, at its meeting to-day, 
adopted a resolution urging the removal of the artificial distinction between martial 
and non-maitial classes and acceleration of recruitment from Hindus of all 
provinces in India, which offered an excellent material for the rank and file and 
officers. 
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The Committee pointed out the neecssity of preservinp; Hindi as national 
lan^iiia^e and called n)»on llie (Trovemraent of India to introduce a better system for 
safe^iiurdin^ tli(3 Hindi lan^uaj'e in the ])roj^ramme8 of the All-India ]tadio and 
the aj>poinlrnent of Hindi artistes in larger numbers. 

The t^ind Hovernraent was requested not to hand over the administration of 
the Manzil^ah l)iiildin”8 to Muslims and the (Governor of yind was asked to 
withhold sanction to such restoration, in exen-ise of liis special r(!H]ionsibiIity. 

The nu'ctinc- drew the attention of the (lovernment of India to tiie disturbed 
condition in the iNorth-AVest Frontier due to tribal laids, kidnai)pin<;8, etc., and 
nr^cd thi'm to take eircctlve steps aeainst the miscreants. 

The following committee was appointed to pive eflcct to the resolution passed 
at the last annual session of the Maliasabha at C'calcntia in iesiie<-t of ('stahlisliment 
of a Hindu militia;—l)r. J>. S. Moonje (Hhaii man). Mr. J. F. Veima (thneral 
t^ecnMai^). Dr. Kavarkar (P»oml)a\), CAipt, Jveshab Cthandia (Ihinjab), Air. (}. V. 
Subba Kao (llezwada). Air. Nahade (Alaharashtra), Air. (.'hcaiid Kaian Sliarda 
(Ajmei), IM,, llhaiat Alishra (Bihar). Air. IvlHunchand (lunnamnl (Sukkui), and one 
representative fiom each of the remaininc' j)iovincial Hindu i^at)has. 

Working Committee Meeting —Boirihay lSlh May 1940 
])j:mani> for Dominion Ftaihs aftkr tiif War 

The Hindu Alahasabha WoikiiiR Committee passed a number of resolutions 
arisinc out of the inlei national situation and the political Bilnalion in India, at its 
meetiip:; held in Bombay on (he 18th. May 1940. 

ddie comniitlei' reitcratetl that the Congress cannot S]ienk on bfdialf of the 
Hindus, and '‘ailed iii)on the (lovernmcni. to ^ dcimiip nmh'i takiiic (hat no 
]'act entered into by tlie (kmcioss and the Aluslims hetwein themseUes, to which 
th(‘ Hindu Alahasabha is not made a ])arty and which is not sancliom'd by it, can 
be hindinc on tin? Hindus as a whole. 

'Hie committee authorised the ]u-esideut, h^ir AI. N. Alnkheiji. Hr, B. S. 
Aloonje, Air. D. B. Bhopalkar and J )r. Shyama Brasad Alnkheiji to pla<e the 
eoTinni! lee’s ii'solutions belore th(3 Viceroy, seeme a definite rcitly to tin* issues 
raised ami snlimit to tin* woikinc committi'o, not. later than duly 111, a ie])Oit, on 
r('ceii)t of which the committee would consider wliat fuitlnu- piaetical steps should 
be taken in ease the Alahasahlia’s deruamls are not prantod. 

AIilitara^ Trainjni; to IndiAiVS 

()(h(‘r resolutions recietled that adecpiate stejis had not yet been taken to pive 
military tiainiipu, to tlie Indians for the (hdenee ot India, and, in view of the 
devidopments in Europe, inquessed on tlie Covernment (d' India the nrpent. necessity 
of raising a national militia on a larpe national scale and on a vdliiiitiii y basis 
without distinction of caste or cieed, which should he cquipjictl in an uji-to-ilate 
manner both on land and air, and w'hieh bhuuld serve as a loice reserved for 
Indian defence. 

'Ihe committee further reiterated its demand for a declaration by the 
Covernment liiat H(nnini()ii t'^taliis under tlie tStalnte of A\'eslminsler will lie 
granted to India immi'diale] y ou the cessation of tin' war, nai an teeing the 
indivisibility of India us a ])olitieal unit. ^I'liis, tin' committee ni;:es slionld not be 
conditioned on any ! I indu-AIuslim ]>act as an indisj'cn.sabh' pre-i t quisite nor should 
the futnic constitution he based on the ])icscnt communal award. 

'I'lic <‘ommittce uli-o rcitciatcd that. it. is pri'paii'd to acc(’]>t Dominion t^tatus as 
the immediate step tow arils the attainment of absolute independence. 

Co-OJ'KRA I ION WITH (.h'NsUS AuriioKi riES 

A resolution urging tlie Himlus to cooperate whole-heartedly with the census 
nutliorities to get their real luimcncal strength well registered in the coming 
census, was adopted. 

The committee also emphasized the need to popularise the definition that 
every one ‘wlio recognises tliis Bharat Yaisha as liis or lier fatherland or holy land 
is a Hindu.’ It was also decided that the hill tribes should be advised to return 
themselves as Hindus. 

Another resolution passed by the committee referred to the declaration of the 
ATuslim League with regard to Bakistan, and called upon all Hindu princes the 
necessity of taking immediate steps to awaken and consolidate tlie Hindus in their 
Htales by extending every supiiort to the Hindu Bangathau movement in general 
and the Hindu Mahasabha in particular. 
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A tliird rpsolntion which was on the Bidar riots criticized tbo policy of the 
Nizam’s (Jovcnnmmt in this respect. 

d'iie woikini; committee discuss<‘d in detail what attitude the Hindu IMahasabha 
should adopt in respect ot the i'akistan movement. 

Kesohitions Second Day -Botn'oay—It^th May 1t'40 
Cri/rniAL (’oNi Acr mmiii ItriiMANs 

A resolntion exhortine; all Hindus in Ihinna to develop close cultural 
and ])atnolic contact with the Buddhist Bnimans ‘who ate our co-ridicioriists 
and cultnial allies’ and stand l>y tlnmi in weal and woe as apainsl any 
common a,ee,res^!on, was ]nis-^ed by the w'oikiip; committee of the Mahasablia 

which concinded the two-day session lotlay alter passing, four moie lesolutions. 

8YM!’ArnY Fuu Hindu f^UL-Fi:iiERS in Burma 

’Bho committee recoided its sym]):itliy for the Hindu srdrerors in the 

recent anti-1! indii iMushm liots in Ihnma and declaim'd that ilu' lieli'dt ssnes*^ 

of the iliiidns in tlic^e riots was due to tlndr lUjt ]ia\’in!; consolidated tlu'ir 

]>osition. 'I’jjc lesolnlion also warned tlie Buddhist eo-relieiotiis(s in Burma 
to beware of the danem' they weie lapidly eeltine, ex})osed to by Hie ‘alaimin^’ 
increase ol llie Musbin ])();>nlation’ which was bound to haul to tiie JMiislims 

demanding; ‘a sepaiate existmu-e and attem]tt to eieate a cnituially, rclipionsly 

and politically lin.'lile state within tlie st:d<“’. d he committee adxised the 

Burmans to take a l(‘SNon fuun the liislory of Hindustan before it was too late. 

BostuLuAuuE Baut Dei kj.men'I’AL to Hindus 

By another resolution tiie Avorkin^ committee supj'oricd tlie Beneal provincial 
Hindu Maiiasalilia in its resolve to maintain an imiependmil Hindu Sabiia 

])arly in the thil'-ulta corpoiaiion ‘untainted by any Jinmilialin^ alliances’ and 
comlemned the pact foimcd liciwecn Mr. ISubhas ('handia Bose and the 

Muslim Beai;ucis in the corpoiaiion ‘under conditions which arc hiy,hly 

detrinuMital to Hindu solidaiily and inteu'sls in Benpal.’ 

'I'lie woikiiu; committe(‘ authoiise(l the piesident to take necessary action 
eoncciuinu j\Ii. B. (\ ( haiterji, the eencr.al sccoMary of tlie AH India Hindu 
IMahasabha, for Ids activities in connection with the election to the alderman- 
shi}' of the corpoiation. 

Pakistan Bcheme (hiNUTCMNED 

The Bakislan scheme of the Muslim J.eay^ue eamc up for eondemnation 
when the lollownu; ri'Kolution was adojco'd : — 

‘This meciine, of the woikiu” committee stroncly condemns the Bakistan 

Beheme as mloptcd in the resolntion passed b> the iMuslim Leacue at 
jailioro last March aimin^^ to hieak up India into a nninher ot Muslim 
Stales and Hindu stales, as f nndamenlally anli-liindn and theiefoic anti- 

naticmal. Tlie commit tee leailirms the detei minalii)n of i)ie Hindu Mahasahha 
to maintain with all and e\ery means in its ]»()wer the inteciity of Jlindnstan 
as an orc-mie and indivisiiile national and political unit. 

‘d'he coininittce inriher rciuuliates the statements mnde by certain 
Con^resHite leadeis to tlio effect tliat “if tlie Moslems iinanimonsly press 

their demands of Bakistan no power eonld Avithstand it”, or ‘ tliat the Moslem 
rule w'ould after all he an Indian rule and thercrorc must necessaiily he 
preferuiile to a foreign rule”, or, “that tlie Moslems alone had the li^lit to 

dictate what safej^uards they w'ant and these should he aci'cpted by tiie 
Hindus as the basis of any eompiomise to Bcenre Hindn-Moslem unity”. 

The resolution further juunted out the communal incidents in various 

parts of the country and declared that Muslim rule was bound to bo 

dangerous to Jiiudiis and as unaeeejitable as any foreign rule. 


The Tamil Nad Hindu Mahasahha Conference 

Presidential Address 

The first session of the Tamil Nad Hindu Mahasahha Coiifercnec was 
held at Salem under the presidency of Mr. V. 1), Savarkar, iTesidcnt of the 
All India Hindu Mahasahha on the 23rd. March 1940 avIio in tlie eouse of his 
address said that the objective of the Hindu Mahasahha was the consolidation 
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of the Hindus with the ultimate goal of absolute independence for India. 
Hindus did not mind if Moslems considered themselves a separate race, but 
the i)rf>i)o,s;d to divide the country could not be permitted.” 

Mr. Sdi'd/k^ir said I hat he had read with grief an extract of an article 

from tile laai of tJandhiji, in whiidi it was stated that he (Mahatmaji) would 
he rilled by them (Muslims) because it w'ould still he Indian rule. Mr. Savarkar 
deplored this altitude on tlie ])art of (landhiji and the Congress. If 

Caudhiji would i»i(fcr to live in the divided India of the Muslims under 

Mr. .Iinnah’s rule, why not,, asked the speaki'r, live under tlie Biitish 1 If 
the argument that Mr. .linnah’s rule was Indian rule was quoted, it would 
he equally true to say tiial British rule wuis human rule, ble could not 
undei stand t his “(h'teatisl’’ mentality and lie for one refused to allow the 

di\'isioii of India into two. Mi. Savaikar diircicil from (iandhiji fundamen¬ 
tally and added that the, Hindu Mahasaliha wtiuld never 1)0 a ])arty to such 
arrauLounentH. 'The Hindus too were Indians and why should the jMuslims 
ask for Ihcir own ])ait of the countiy V 

dhe CoiigiC'ns might tiy to comiu-omise with the Lcapue, continued 

Mr. Savaikar, hut tlu' Mahasaliha would not do it. JVo compiomise w'hich 

sa^-rili'-ed tlu' s(di-ri'speet of the Hindus would be agii'od to l)y the Sabha 
and he appealed to the Hindus to lesist the jiroposals of Muslims who 
wished to K'nIoic Muslim rid** through vaiious means. Muslims had under¬ 
stood the weakness ot the ('one less and were, hlutling. The Mahusahlia was 

pie.[)ared to lake up the (dudleiiee and to fiiiht for tlu* ]u esi‘i-\at ion of Hindus¬ 
tan. Ivct all miiioiiiieB hne ni Hindtisian and they would all reei'ive equality of 
tieatmeiit.. liCt tlnun not, however, arroga'e any supeiioiity of sti(*ngth to 
thems**lves and tiv to hriool the otheis who were equally wide awake and 
quite determiiu'd to safeL'uaid their ligiits and pii\ileges. 

Mr. Savaikar lelutod the tlieory of Mr. .Iiuuah that there wou'c two 

major races in liulia. He poinh'd out tliat tlie Muslims had now (‘ome to regard 
themselves no longer as a minoiiiy, l)ut as a major nice and, pi'i haps, as the more 
poweiful of the two major laees. 'J'lie Jliudu Mahasaliha was piejiared to face tliis 
issue and would allow the Muslims no more lights than tlu'ir population would 
justify. If they wished to liuhl out the issue, the fight would not he refused. He 
was very sorry that, Mr. .hiiuah was becoming no belter than Nadir Shah or Anran- 
gazeh. Sw'aiaj in India, Mr. Savaikar eoneluih*d, could only l)e Hindu Ivaj since the 
Hindus were a majoiiiy and olht*iH eould not ohjeel to it. it existed in other 
coiiniries and Hindustan was no excei)ti()u to the rule of the majority Iieing in 
power. Mr. Savarkar leiieiated Ids point and added that the Hindus eould not agree 
to (landhiji’s leadiness to he under Muslim domination, even if it was Indian Raj. 
He appealed to the Hindus to ioin the Sahlia and consoliilate their ranks pre- 
)>ared tor any tight winch the Muslims might, foiee on them encouraged by the 
British policy ol “Divide and Buie” and the w'eakm'ss of the Congress in yielding 
to the Muslims and giving them a blank cheque in the iianio of nationalism which, 
however, was not true n;\llonalism. 

Biocccding, .Mr. Savaikar t‘nii»hasised that llindnstau had a right to exist on 
tlic map of t!ic world even as other countries existed, and he would exhort the 
Hindus to rememher his appeal and to work for the Mahasahha, He could not see 
how Hindus of Hindustan could siihinit to Muslim rule. "'lliudiiB w'ere awake to 
tlu; real danger and wanc ready to light any power to save their independence to 
tlie last drop of their blond. He w'as sorry for (randhiji’s statement, but felt 
amused by wdial Air. Jimiali liad said in his speech at the League Conference at 
Lahore. Mr. Savarkar also explained at the Conference the term “Hindu” and defined 
the view of the Maliasaldia as to who was a Hindu and what constituted the 
qnalifieations for being a Hindu. 

Mr. Savarkar observed that in South India there was some misunderstanding 
about the word “Hindu”. The Mahasahha did not mean by the word “Hindu” 
anything connected with mere religion or theocracy. Even those who did not 
believe in the Vedas were Hindus, as for instance, the Jains. The Sikhs, the 
Brahmos, the Beformers, the Sanatanists and others, who had their own special 
religious dogmas and hooks, were also Hindus. A Hindu was one who considered 
llindiiHtan as the land of his birth and as the land of his religion, whatever it 
might be. That India was his “ritrihhoomi” and “ITinyabboomi” were the two 
essential constituents of the word liindii, A Hindu ought to remember always 
that he was born in India and that India was his holy land, i,e., the land where 
his Gurus had their birth. The definition held good of the various denominations 
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of lln! Hindu rjtne, liic Sikhs, (lie Jains and Linjj;nyats. 3'he Ulnslinis, Christians 
ftiid .Fews, uvoii if horn in India, looked to Aruhia aw their Land and, 

tiiereloie, they did not come within tlie nieaninji, of the wind “Jlindn.” 

i\[r. Savarkar also touched iij'on the (jncslioii of the Jlrai'idian movement in 
Rontli India and addi.d that whe'dier one was an Aiyan or aDiavidian, he was a 
llii(dn. since India had ^iven hn t,h to liini and Ids rehu’ion had its O’lh in in India, 
d'iic i'dainisahha was, t.lieu'foie, lor all 1 lindns. iriesi>ective of ad dillcronc.es of 
caste or ]'hdosooliy or other iiclnn’s. Jlc was clad lo inlorin tlu' audience that the 
Jains had a;A!ccd lo he ]int under tlu' main i hissilication of llimhis in tlie cnHnin<z; 
census and he ajipealv’d lo all 11 indns — Ai van and i'ravidian, Lrahmin and Non- 
Ihahndn, Mahiatta, fdadiassi or J’nnjahi—lo join the P^ahha and to consolidate 
its rank.s. 

]Mr. Savarkar thrui referred to j\Ir. Jinnah’s Hir’ursl'on to liirurcate India 
info ilinild and iMiishni India, an<l hoj»ed lliat as a icsnlt ol the lilorls of the 
liiiidu alahasaJnlia, the 11 Indus would all stand united in common cause namely 
the iiiesc’I .dioii of liu’ir race, eultiiK', iclij,iii)ii and ]tolilical lights in the land of 
th' ii ioiclat hc’i s. 'i hat was wind, he called ‘‘i 1 indn-doni” namely, the Hindu 
Nado!!, which compiiscd Hindu relieion and all the otlier concomitants wldch 
weie ncecssaiy to lo'cp the iac(‘ in a posi'ion of slri'iiyili and inlhience. He 
appi’alcd lo Hindus to aiiolHh nntoiu hahility, to iila\ tin' lieoiir of the easte 
HysKuii, to be united as one man and j>ie\ent. the spoliation of iliiidiistaii by 
any arliticial divisions. 


The Bihar Provincial Hindu Mahasabha 

rrcshlcatial Address Kaiiciii~14tli. April HMO 

ddie ninth se-ssion of the lUhar T’rovincial Hindu I\Iahasa))ha w'ns held at 
Lamdu on the 14th. April H)40 under the ]»iehiden('y of ih. b/i[/a>n i I'rasud 
Makhrr wiio in the conI^e of his addiess said :— 

‘d'volhine will lie moie dise.stions Ilian failnie hy thi' Ihitish riovernment lo 
rise equal to the oe'-asion and settle llio jiiescnt conslilulionul dci.dloidt in India 
consisient/ with India’s hohiaiatc demands. 

‘d 1, is iiiKincsi lonatih' tiiat wi'.alioi'r consiitntion may come into ciistonce, the 
hulk ol tJic people t.o Pc ailcAO’ri will he Hindus. It is equally true that unless 
Hindus tillou,j.li()ut India comhiin', the fate ol the Hindus in pioviiu’cs. where 
they are in a minoiity, is scaled. It is necessary lor ns to he fnlly satisfietl that 
tlie iKcdoni movement, in this ennntiy will lead not meicly to the disaiqiearance 
of any ioieijin dominalion hut wall aiso Inin;,; peace happiticss and ]nosj)Ciil.y to 
o;ir Hocicly and will eive lo the Hindus the Inllest scojK' for jilayiiip, their ]iarf, 
in iio' at tainment of nalionai welfare, d he Intnie ^'lali' must he so oipani/.ed as 

to pive to lliiidn cidruie and civilization their iqiprojuiate iJace in the social 
Older, subject to any chaiipcs wdiich the altered conditions of this world may 

ri;j;hlfally demand. 

'The Indian National ('oni^roRS which for 50 years has claimed to be 
re]'resentativ(! of all classes ol Indians finds ilscll in a most pmplexinp, situation. 

IVliu li thoaiyh w'(‘ vvirIi that tinth weie ol.hciwise, it is no nsi'conccalin;!; the lact 

that the (\.)iii;rcss has not succeeded in hiiiiuin.i; within its told any \ (U y hiip,e 
niinih.-r ol Moslems. And %el tlie (’onyicss daics not open)} li-ht, foi llic pioleclum 
of iliiidu iiitcicsls <‘vcn thoiiph tlu’y are deliheialcly lianij'led iimU’ifoot. 'the 
danger to tlie fiitnu^ of India and specially of Hindus, of the Moslems 
eonsolidatin;; tln'inselves into a sepaiate entity diawiii” its insiuralion fium Moslem 
(•.ountiies ahmad is obvious. None can Icll what the inline will lau But none ean 
say to-day that it wull be a fairy tale to asseit that some futnie Moslem leadeifi of 
the rukistlian movi'inent may dieam ol a itossihle alliaiiec with some inde]»cndent 
Moslem btate for the preservation of Moslem interests or lor the sinead of Islam in 
India 

“As Hindus onr position is perfecJly clear. We w-ant communal harmony and 
amity. We fully reeo[;nize that tliis country must continue in future, as it has 
been in the iiast, the home of many peoples other than Hindus. We be;; of them 
to treat this country as their fatherlancl and identify themselves wdth the joys and 
sorrow's ol the jicople of India. I'he Hindus who aie nurneiiially the stionpest must 
be true to their ])aBt traditions of tolerance and foibcaiaiice and allow the fullest 
liberty to all communities residing in India, Such tolerance and understanding must 
43 
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have S])epi{il application in the fields of riiltiiral, social and religions ])ni'suiis so that 
th(3 h'citimate ri^iits of other coinmnnities in these esscjilial si)herc8 of life may bo 
Bcnipiilously respected.” 

1I(' continued “The Hindu iMaliasabha claims to revive tlie Hifidiis in the 
land of flu'ii’ birth. As an immediate pro;;ramtne we lune to tako; up the solution 
of those o))slacles wliicli siaiid in the way of Hindu solidarity jeirtn-iilarly in social 
spluni;. Once we succeed in rousin';- Hindu consciousness, artificial barriers, such 
ns unloui'haliilify, created by lire exii;eneies of time amonyst ddrcrcut classes ot the 
Hindus will automatically disapp(*ar. 

‘Tn the next order of society that we contemplate the Hindu IMahasablia must 
be the iiiccLiip’, pround ol all classes and castes of Hindus, rudi and pc'or, learned 
aiul ipnoiant., capitalist and labourer, em|>loyer and emidovi'c. OiU' ol the tasks of 
the Hindu IMahasablia will be to build up a national miliiia. Extensive volunteer 
corps must be oipanized ami every heallhy younc. man must la; encouiaped to be¬ 
come a member of one unit or anotlu'r. '1 liis aimy of volunteers should mainly be 
utilized lor social and economh' sei \ ice for \\ Inch llieri', is ample scoja^ in our society 
to-day. in the i>olil,ical lichl the Himlu IMahasablia must ca]iture e\eiy scat of powiu’ 
that may h(' a3ailal)le to it. k^o loup as sepaialc elo-ioi ah'S eontiniie, so lone as 
ail oipamscd eonspiia'-y ('xisls for cinshinp the Hindus at. any cost, the Jliudu 
electorates must be trained to s'Mid to ail assemblies and local bodies only such 
])eisous as are i)ledped t.o support the Hindu eause without detiiment to the larper 
iuteresls ol luiUoiial advaueement. 

Ucsolutiot.s —2iul. Day -Kariclu 15lh. April 1*140 

Resolutions were ]>assed on the next day the Ihlh. April wlien a deelaralion 
was made that, at the ]u-csenl. mouumt and in tlu> j-H'Scni stale ol the country, the 
Huuhi Maliasc.liha was j'U'paicd to a<-cept. Dominion Slat us ol the Malute ot \Vesl- 
ministiM- vaiicly. dhe icsoiutiou, liowevi'r. leiiciati'd that the ultimate poal of the 
Maliasahtia was ci)mpl(‘t(' ludcpeiuhnice oi Himluslhan. 

I>y aiiulhcr lesolutiou, th(‘ eoiift'rem-e characleiisi'd as ‘']>iejxislerous. fmifastie 
and iiiipiaclicahle” the idea of di\idiiip India into two. Disapjuo\aI was also e.x- 
piess(d o! soiiit' of the i-e-eut utltuauces ol AIi. (laudhi ni this eoiiuect ion. 

I'lnaliy, llie (■r)ui{ncuce i>assed a lesolution (hnuamlinp the initiation of a 
movement lor the rcstoiailou of the Hindu temples that had passed into other 
hamls duriup Aluslim rule. 


The National Liberal Federation of India 

Council Mccling-Bombay —18tli. February 1940 
Ti<:x'i’ OF R.l;,'^()LUrjoNS I'assfd 

The Council of the National Lilx'ral Eixleration of Tmlia which met, at Bombay 
on the ISlh. Ftibruaiy 1S40 jjassed a iesi)lmion welcomiup the Vicci-oCs amiounceiru'nt 
about, the intenlious ol tiie luitish Covernmonl to intioduce in Imlia Dominion 
Stains ('1 tlie Wesiminster vaiielyatlhe eom-lusion ol the war. Dr. /V. P. P>nani})yc 
Bi-(’sitlcnt of the I'cdciation, pie.-.ided and tmump those present weie Sir Chimanial 
Selalvad, Sir Cowasji Jchancir, Mr. V. N. Chaiidavaikar, Biincipa! (i. S. Maliaiaid 
Rai Saliob Vaulya, IMr. S. (d. Vaze, Mr. B. N. Gukhale, IMr. N. C. Bharuclui 
and Mr. Dalvi. 'I'lie foliowinp is the full text of the rcsolntiou j>assed by the 
couneil of tlie h'cderal ion : — 

(1) Wliile welcomiup the recent annuunccmcMt of H. E. the Vi'-eroy about 
the intentions of the Biitish (iovernment to introdneo into Imlia Dominion Status 
of the Statute of Westminster vaiiety, so soon as praetieable after the comliisioii 
of the war, the Council deplores that the announcement was not followed uji by 
an endeavour to rally all reasonable politic-al opinion in the country for the 
purpose of a perieral political appeasment. The Council also reprets that the 
Conpress rejected the offer of the Viceroy by stickinp to its impracticable demands 
for complete imlepeudenee and a constituent assembly without takiup into 
eoMsideiation the favourable reactions of Indian jiublic opinion towards the 
Viceroy’s utterance. 

R') The Couneil is of opinion that it is impractical in the present international 
situation of the world to talk of eoinjilete independence of India and to attempt 
to sever the ties which bind India to the British Commonwealth of Nations. 
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{'.]) The Council conpidcrs the proposal of a consliluent asBcinbly based 

on adult. BiifiVauo ub thoroughly iin]na(*tical and as one tliat will retard the connlry’s 
ino-iess. d'he l^oiincil further eonsideiB that the modified proposal of convening 
an ''assembly of all tl'c inescnt membois of central and provincial legislatures will 
not be acceptable to several iiarties and from vaiions iKiints of Mew. 

(J) 4 h(' C'oiin(*il lejaidiate the Bnp,{icslion that India consists if two separate 

nations based on dilVerencc of relipion and will always oppose any attempt to 

divide India on Pindi lines. 'Ihe liberal J‘arty, liowe\er, is always icady to ensuio 
a square deal to all minoiities. 

(d) The (.'ouncil considers that the present jiolitical imi>nsse in India can 

best be Bolvi'd by havinp; ti nly re])resentative coalition <>abinetH in the vaiions 
prorinccB It notes with i)l(‘asnr(' the readiness of the I’n'inins of Ihaipal and 
the I’nnial) to ap,ree to such coalitions and trusts that, the bonuiess majorities in 
tile seven ]trovinces'"will also show thi^ same readiness in oidi'r to I'ase the piesent 
cxtieme ])olitical tension in the country as an emerpeney nieasuie. 4 lie t'onncil 
is awaic that such eoalilion i-abinets will leiiuire some sjurit of eompiomise on 
the I'art of the Rcveial ]'ailies and can be loiined only on the basis ol an agreed 
programme and on the basis of lesponsibility to the lepislalnies and the electorate. 
Jt eaiiH'sih ft lists tl.at such a spiiit of eompiomise will be forthcoming, in view 
of th(' biiper intciests of the eonntiy. 

((i) 4 ho b'onneil will wi'h-ome the immediate enlaipcmcnt of the Executive 
Coir cil ol the Co^ ernoi-(!enei al by the iiielusion ol some oi the repi esentat ive 
letideiB of the rarious j aities and inteiesls o! the coiintiy, as an inteiim measure 
foi the dination of tlu' war, till the entire question ol the constilnlion ol Jndia 
can be seiiously taken in liand. 

(I) 4h(‘ Council inees the Coveinment, as an earnest of its pennine deter¬ 

mination to muk<“ India a liili-lli dpi'd ! omniion, to de\ise nu'csiiies to Kiider India 
eai.able of ninhi takinp its own deieiiee in eerlaiii sciions (ocn! nalities and lor this 

])iir] ose to tak{' b adiis oi ihe people into eonlidenee witli the object oi hnnij.!, down 

a definite plan lor oijjaiiizinp Hit' vast man-power and natuial resonrees of the 
eonntiy. In particular, the Coniieial iiipts the uq.id 1 ndiaiiisation of the 
commissioned lanks oi the aiiny. a laiue iiiciease in tin* Indian Air Eoree, the 
opening of reernilment for all delenee services to all classes in all pails of llie 

eonntiy, and a eonsideiahle expansion of the teiiitoiial ioiees so as to ]»ro\ide an 

adeqiiaVe leseiwe in case (d need and to ie\ive Ihe maitial tiaditmns of the ]:roi4e. 
It also calls iij on (ioveiinmiit to hda* moie athtpiaie measuits loi the manniacture 
oi munitions and other war eqnijimcnt including ainialt in the eonntiy itsell and 
to ciiconiaee Indian indnstiies. esi.eeially those whuh may be coin ei ltd to w ar 
jniri'oses when necessary. 

[W) 4 he ('tmiieil bold the \ u'w that. Indian j.nldie Ojlnion should liave a 

defeimininp, voice in iiaminp, anew et>nsiitntion of Jiulia niter the close of the war. 
4he toniieil now snapests that a small eonleience preliminaiy to the one siippesleil 
by tiic National Libeial IT'di'iation at its Allahabad sissioiilast Leiemlier, he ealleil 
by his Exci'llem y the Vncioy ol about Ifl) memheis elected by leeopnised 
orpanizations oi sevi'ial juiities, eomiminities and inteiCBls in the eonntiy to 
deteimbu; the ininciples of tlie liitine constitution of India. 

4 he rresident he aiillionsed to eooiieralc with other political par ties and 
interests in furtherance of the aliovc ohjeet. 

Council Meeting—^l^oona—2.1rd. June 1940 
4kxt ok ItESonrrioNs ir\ssi.:i) 

An appeal to the (Jo\ ei nmeiit. and leadeis to sink (lifTcrences and to unite to 
form national Coveinments both in the piovinees and at the centre, thus seeuiinp; 
the Indian national iiiteiests and ensuiinp, (lie lull (*ooi>eiaiion of India in the 
iiroseeution of the war, wsis the einx of a lesoliition ]>assid by the eoiineil of the 
Eedeiatioii which met, at I'ooiia on tlie June 1940, hr. B. I\ J^araf/j/>yr, 

])resideiit, ]>icHidinp. 4 he lollowinj; in the text of the leholiitioiiH on the iiolilieal 
situ at ion and Indian delenee :— 

111 view of the intensely ciitical situation caused by tlie entry of Italy in the 
war and the eolhqise oi JAanee, the eouneil of tlie National labelal Federation of 
India nrpes the ChMeinment and all the ])olitieal I'aities in the eonntiy to sink 
their diflerenees at least for the time beiii^ and appeals to the leadeis to unite so 
that National Covciiiments can be foimtd both in the i)iovince8 and at the centre 
thus Becuring Indian national iiitercstB and ensuring the full coo})cration of India 
in the pioBecution of the war. 
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(A) Tlic foiinril is of oi)ini()n tha(, wliile the now iiro])OsalB of tlic Ciovornmont 

in the niattoi oi tleliiKO, in\i)lMn>i an incMoaso in lh.‘ oi the Indian aiiny, 

nnv> and tiu' an’ Inioo, tlio ahandonment of tin' eii.-hl, Indianisin^ units srhonie and 
()1 tlie snhsiiiiilioii ol Indian coinniissioned ollioois hn Viooio^j’s (.'omniissions, aie 
inowB in llie iiuhl, diiroimn, snll Ihost* inoposals aie lai too inad«(iiiaie to inoet 
Uie tlt't<‘nee needs ot India ; the (oinnil eonsideis that t!u>, laduy oi 1 n(lianisalion 
slmuid he (. ai i led uul in the tnllest ineasine and tlnit the manntaetuie in the 
eomniy ot aentplanes. tanks and ether (‘(ininnient should he undei taken AMiliont 
uvoidai'h* delay and that niiliiaiv tiainini; siiouht he e.xhnded to all classes so as 
to i»io\'ide a second line ol delenee and in other \\a\s de\ise and iinmedlaudy cany 
out so liu. 'Jhc eoiineil in;:eH llu' Plovei nment, ol India to seeiiH' tlie uniestii<ted 
adiniKsion of Indian [ulols to tlic it. A. F. on tiie same basis as ai'idies to 
dominion ])il()ts. 

(B) 'Ihe eonneil ft'els that India’s war elloils as elahoiated in (A) vtill not he 
Bulheiently eiVeelive unless an Indian iUdenee iMiiiislei commanding the eonhdenee 
of the ])eo|>le is a)>)'ointed. 

'Jhe eouneil condemned the ]'oliey of Ihe (.\\lon Pdinisters in seeking to 
rednec the mimher of voteis hy administiati\e action which was inconsistent with 
the Secretary c)l Slate's (h'Sjaiteh ol June It) I'diiO. 

By anothei lesolulion, the eonm il apiiealed to the (fo'cei nmeiils of (treat 
Biitain, the i>ominioiis and the Colonies to lake immediate steps to eliminate all 
dismiminations based on race and eolmii, as such diseiimination was a negation of 
i>cmoeiaey. d hey also ajipealed to (leneial f^miits and the i^onlii Aliiean 
(Government in [)artienlar, to take all )’OSsi))l(' ble]'S to imidemenl. the uplift clause 
in tlie (.'ape down Agieement or at any lale do notidng, whieli would aggiaviite the 
a])prehenBiunB of the iSouth Afiiean ImliaB. 


The A. 1. Forward Bloc Conference 

Second Sessioa Nagrpiir—18th. June l')4t> 
ddlE WKLCUtUE AdDUE'S 

ddic All-India l^orward Bloc Conference eommeneed ilH second soBsion at 
Nag'pni on the 18tli, June lt;4n under the ]nesideney ol h'j. >-'///>/, ('hundni Jiosc. 

AVdeoming the deleeales All. A. N. JiinLaf, Chaiiman ol tlu' Reei'jition ('oin- 
mitlee, dei laiid tlmt tlie F<iiwaid Ifioe under tlu' leadeish.ip of Sj. y^ubhas (Jhandra 
Bose was idone ea]-ahh' oi leadine tlie country ahmg tlie iiuhl- lines. 

C'lIticisine the Con;.i(SS i oil-y and arti\ ilii‘s, tin* eliaiiman said that tJU'y 
weie ineongiuoiis in \ nov of the ])!esent woihl situation when eeery eoiinhy v\a 3 
threalemd wiili the meinu e ot mechanical wailare a: ainsl which eldiaikha and 
handloom had ]'io\ul most imireeliM'. India, hoA’ifiei, siionhl he c'oneeined fiislly 
with her own afl'aiis namely, slinei’li' lor indi^jiendenei' latl'm tlian what Jiapj ened in 
otlier eoiinlrit's. d he h'oiwaid Jdoe was ])jej'aHd to lollovv Camlhian leadeiship 
to this end ]U()\ i<ied the Ci-ngiess dei ided on diieet action immediately after tlie 
present meeting of the Woiking Committee. 

] ‘r J.S 1 j > JCNTI AT. A 7 nn: 

Sj. (lutndui Bo.^c tlicn deliveied the iirrsidcntial addiess, Tn the 

eonrsi' of his si'ceeh, In- ohservt'd, ‘Jf India can win fieedom now, and then saA'e 
lierselt, slie will best, seive the cause ot Inimanily.” 

.Instilying, at the outset, tlu' foimalnui of the Forward lUoe and detailing: its 
aehieiemonts so far, ]\lr. Bose claimed that llic Fonvaid Bloc had Biieeesstully 
resisleil (lie tendency lov,aids eonstilulionalisrn and eomjtromise A\i(hin the ranks 
ot tlie Congress. It was due to their ellorls that the Congri'ss h'uders liad to a acute 
otliec's, as a luoli'st against the ]>oliey of tlie Ihitish (Goveinmenl. 4f they liad not 
done so, they Avonld liave been eaiTAiiig on tlie Avar ]ioliey ol the CoAeinment of 
India as agi'iits ol British ] m])ei ialiFin. TuBpile of efVorls made idilierto, no eom- 
])iomise had yet been made with the British Covernment, and for this they, of the 
loiAvaid Jdoe. could legitimately claim some endit. 

t^eeondly, they liad so lar irusliated all attempts to secure tlie co-0]ieralion of the 
Congress in the ])rosecution of the Avar. Following., his meeting with the Viceroy in 
tSe]iicmber last, Mahatma Candid bad given out that he was of the view^ that India 
should give uiieonditional help to Great Biitain during the present war. But the 
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Cod^iths Workinji,- Committoe, which usually followed IMahatma Gandhi blindly, had 
ignoied Ids views on siieh an all-important issue. M'his had liappruied only because of 
the atiltudc of the Kisan Sahha and the Forward Bloc. 'J'lie Eorward Bhx; claimed to 
have succeeded in cieutiiic an atmosphere ol strucc|o^ which th(*y liad launclied at 
Rainpaih, and which sima' iheii had been steadils p,ai!dnp; in strencth and volume. 

I he K)iii;;:.'le, Ml. Hose said, had made consideiable heaiL^ay in Hihar and the 
Uniled l'io\iincs In H(‘n;:al, they had restored in a hir^e ineasuie the 'tiUiius 
qao\ whicli existeel piior to Septemlicr, VXW). 

continuin'', ;Mr. Ihise saul, ^On ortlm- to fully utilise the 0 ]'>]>ortunity which 
intei national events have piesenled tons, we must liave sulhcient- mdty and solidaii- 
ty amonp, ouiseUes. If India could speak with one voice today our demand will 
indei’d be wellni^h irresistible. It follows, as a consequence’, tlnit we should try to 
develop national unity and solidaiity to the inaximum limit. National unity will 
]nesnppose unity within the Cd>npieHH ami, at. the same time, unity between the 
Con^iess and other oipanisations, like the Muslim Ijcacue. 

'd t we can (h’vehip euliicumt unity and solidai ity amon^' ouisehesin pood time, 
WT may veiv well hojie that even it the country p.assi’s tbiouph a stiupp^le and 
even it cata iropliic e\ents take 1 ‘lace in Europe, the tiansieience of power Jioni 
tiie hands oi liiitisli Jinpeiialism to those of the Indian leople will take ]>lace to a 
Iieacelul manner. It, is not necessaiy that the Indian levolution should be a bloody 
one, or (hat it sh(>uhl ]'ass Ihionph a ptiiod ol (haos. On the contiary, it is 
dti;i able that, it should be as I’cacelul as ]iossible and a peaceful trausiiiim can be 
ensured if the ix'ople aie united and arc dctcimined to lia\e their fiiadoni.'' 

i\lr. Hose Huppesti'd that they Hiiould immetlialely po out into llie country 
witli the rallyini; cjy—‘hVll power to the Indian pi'ople.” 'lids would pahaniso tlie 
masses ill a moment. In older to ])iit forwaid this demand in an eti'eclivc and 
irresislible manner, they slionld lea\e no stone untnined in their etl'oi t, to attain 
national unity, 'lids elloil, waiuld neces^ltate the set.iinp, u]> of a maelnnery winch 
wdll presi'ive Jtaimony and poodwill amonp the ]'COj>le nmler all cio umstances. 
Such a machinoiy would be \,>io\itlcd liy a Giti/ens’ Dclcnce Oioj h, orpauised on an 
all-oarty liasis. Ihit such a corj'S sliuiild be (pdie imlcpcndcnt of the Oo\einraent, 
d'he (hi izcns' Ihi’cucc ('orjis would oul\ aim at ]U(’sci \ inp, internal peace, har¬ 
mony and poodwill. '^Idie (picsticn of dclcmlinp, tho conntiy mililaiily liom other 
foice or power was one. whi'-li should concern the Goxeinment only. 

llclcninp. to the iidcinalional situation, Tvlr. Hose said, “Altei leadinp, tlie ont- 
spokcMi slatemenls of jMc^sis. Winston (diuicliill and Paul He^naiid, we cannot blink 
the I'linu' fa Is of the sdnalum as tlicy cnicipc i](,m flic (puck tempo of war. 
E\cr\,(lay makes il muie i Icar that ]\1. i’aul Jtcynaud’s suinmtup up of tin’ situation 
in th(’ Chamber ot Deputies was a true nuasuic of the. military conditions then 
oblaiioi.p. Dark as was the ]iic:nre then, it has pi own daiker since. 

“iiic cause of the Allies’ dcicat seems to-day lodpad somewhere in tlieir 
system. It was a system wldch air. Clement Attlee, sja'akinp, 1 believe, for the 
las' lime Irom the Opi'osiiion heuclies, said had iailed to me(‘t tlie need of the 
cn.-is. Hut we aie not so mucli lutcicsled in a iiarticular metliod as in tlie basic 
piiiiciples ol action. And we are not to be dissuaded fioni pressinp home our 
demand for tlie admission of fundanu'iital riplils by a cloudiiip of the issues. 

“Wo eaiiiiot but ask oiiiselves where we stand in this international flux. 
Followinp sombre tliouplits of allied statesmen and stiatepists, we cannot but ask 
ourselves what we should do if Hiitish lesistauec collajiscH. 

AViial is Enpland likely to do. with or without Eraiice ? The answer to 
this qiH'fltion could be fuinislu'd by Unit inexplicable lactor—'the public moialc’. 
'I'hc Hriiish peoph^ are famous for their doppi'd jierlinacity and tlieir unflinching 
nerves. 4 hey aic now eonironted with what is jieihaiis the severest oideui in their 
history. Eel us see liow they will aiquit themselves. Judped from tlie realistic 
point of view, the Uniled f>tales of Ameiicii cannot po heyoud a certain limit in 
helpinp the Allies, lest .lapan should make tionble in the Ear East. And there 
is no hole, whatsoever, tliat hir t^tairoid Ciipps will suececd in dividinp Germany 
and Soviet Russia. It is rtiore than jiioliahle that there is a detimte aprcenient 
between Soviet llnssiu on the one side and Gininany and Italy on the other.” 

“Such beinp the situation,” concluded Mr. Hose, “India must in this pravc 
crisis think of herself first. If she can win fieedom now and then save herself, 
she will best seive the cause of humanity. It is for the Indian peoj.le to make 
an immediate demand for the tiansfeicnce of power to them thronph a Piovisional 
National Government. No constitutional ddliculties can be put forwaid by the 
British Government with a view to resisting this demand, because legislation for 
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this purpose cnii bo llironpli Efn’lijimout in twoiily-fonr hours. 'VVhon IhiupfS 
Botllo down iusido India and nbntfui, the ViONisional Nalional (iovorninont will 
oonvono a ('oiiBlituent Assembly fur fianiinj; a full-lleiij^cd (‘Oiislitulion for 
this coiintiy.” 


The A. I. Anti-Compromise Conference 

Presidential Address Pam"arh Itth. March 1040 

The All India Anti-CompioruiKo (\)nforonco was ludd at Painparh on the 
19th. March 1940 uiidor the piosidoncy ol Sj. tSuhJia.s ('ftandia Boav, 2 he followiiig' 
is the text, of the addrops dclivrK'd by him : — 

You liave done me a very preal honour by iiniliu”; me 1o preside over the 
deliberations ol llie All-Tndia ' Anli-('ompionnse (’onieienec at Pam^aih to-day. 
At the same time, the r('sponsi])iii(y you have thrown oji my shoiildeis is oneroiiB 
to a de^iee. dins Confeience is intended to foens all the aiUi-lmpeiialist forees 
in tlie country that aie now di’lermined to lesist a eomjnomise wltli Impenalism. 
d'o preside o\er sn<-h a ('(»ni(nence is hy no means an easy task, d Ids task 

l)(‘'*onies all the rnori' sen ions and arduous when llie Chan man oi the h’ecejition 

Ck)mmilt('(‘ is no less a person than Swami Sahajanaiid Baraswati. It is in 
i(>Hj»onse to Swamiji’s elarinii-eall tliat vv(' have assembhal June to-day. 

(tomiades 1 shall fad in my duty if, ))efore i)io(eedin^ to discuss the luohlem 
of the (lay, 1 do not ])ay a tid)ute to tll 0 ^e wiio aie lesponsible for oreanisinjj; 
this eonf('ience. 1 ha)>pen to know sonn'thinj; o( tlu' olislacles and the dillienllies 
that hud to lie oveicome beloie this eonleienee eonld nua'l and I can, (hendoie, 

speak with a (‘(utain ainoiiut of autlioiity. d hese ohsiueics and dillienllies W(mc 

of a (wo-lold ehaiacter. In (he hist place, tlnie W(Me I'hrsical and mateiial 
obstacles and dilb(‘ulti(‘S to he o\enome at Ihimpaih heitiie mlifitiale ananpementa 
for the Conf('i('nee eoidd he made. In (he second ])!aco, peisislent lioslile piopa- 
^aiida idl o^er the eountiy had to Ix' lac((l and eounteiaete<l hy the oipanis(‘j' of 
the Coidd'rence. d’he most snipnsinp and paiidnl pail oi this ji]o]*apamla was 
the (h’t ei m lin'd emlea\our ol a seetum ol Letlists (or shall 1 say ]'S<'udo-I jcI l isl s !) 
to make this t'oideieme iinjossibh' ))y o) ('idy <on(bmnin}; it ami also hy timni; 
to sabota,!J(' it. As a matter oi laet. dniin^ tlie last lew moidhs, it, lias lieeoine 
moix' and moie eNidenI (hat a numher of Leftists l'‘a\e hepiin (ci play the loh’ of 
ai'olopists of tlu' Lijjhtists - but sueb a )heiic.menon is not inw in histoiy. IMaii 
li\es d) Irani and tin' lonper lie Ii\es, the muie dues lie lealise tlie apliiess of the 
olt-K'peated (rnism that hi.-toiy K’jieals itself. 

it has ))een arpiH'd hy the apologists (»f the (Vuipress ^AY)lkinc Committee 
that the t\m!.'iess is itsc’lf tlie )>ii-m'st Anti-Coinpioinise Coideicnee and lhal sueli 
a (k)!)fei ('lice is, theieloie, nuneeessaiv. d he K'soiiition ol the last meelini:,' ol tlie 
Congress W’orkinp CommiC.ee wiiudi nut at. Latna is held u]) hebue our eu's in 
order lo demonsi i at(' !hat the t'onciess has adoplt'd an nncom]'iomisin*; ])oliey. 
One eannol hut admiie tin' ?n/;n7c ol such an aip^iimeii 1, but is it meet and 
projier for )>oli(icians and }K)Ii(ieal woiln'is lo he so \('iy nai\e ? 

One has only to lo thioiipb (lie whole of (he Latna lesoluiioii and (lartieularly 
thronpli the latter I'oition ol it in older to lealise that thcic aie loopholes wdiieh 
detract, fiom the intiinsi'* value ol that rcsoliiiion. No sooner was this resolution 
passed than ATahatma ( iandhi came forwaid with the statement tliat tlie door 
iiad not Imen haneed on fntine iK'polialions for a s('ttiement. Alaliatmaji’s 
an))S(‘(pien1 lenplhy remarks on Ci\il Disobedience do not assure ns hy any means 
that the ])erio(l of strupilo has <-ommen( ('d. In fact, what, has distressed and 
liewibleied ns dniinp 1]je last year and a half is the fact that while on the one 
hand red-hot. risolnlions are passed and statements issued by members of the 
Ckmpress Wdukine; Committee, simultaneously otlier remaiks are made and 
statements issued ' either hy Alahatma (hindhi or hy other Lij^ihlist leaders which 
create a totally ditTercnt iminession on the aveiap(' mind. 'Then there is tlic moot 
question as to whether (lie Latna lesoliuion would have licon passed at all, but for 
the ]u('ssure exerted hy the Left dining the last six moiitlis. 

2'he eoniitry eapeily awaits a clear and nmqnivoeal declaration from the 
Congress Woikiit^ Commhlce that tlie door has hnally lieen banged on all talks 
of a compromise with Imperialism. But will this declaration be forthcoming ? 
If 80, when t 
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Tomradefl, those who aver that the Gonjrreas is the bi^^^^est Anti-Com])romise 
Confoiciicc ))erhaii9 sutrer fi'oia HhorliH'ss of nifinory and their brains consecjnently 
need ret'resbinfj;. Have they forj^olten tliat as soon as the War be;^aii, Maliafina 
(hindhi ])roeeeded to Simla vvitliout (‘arinj; to eonsiilt the C-oni;r('ss WorkiiiLC 
Coininitiee and infoimed lIis E\cell(Micy the Vieeroy t)>at he was in favour of 
KMiderin;^, umamditional lu'!)) to (4i('at IbOain in the ]>roseiMili<ji. of *!ie War? Do 
they not. K'alisc that Alahatnia, (landhi biMn;^ tlie sole Dictator of the (\)ni;'ress, 
liis personal vie\^s necessaiilv have a far-ieachiii;^ implication? Have they fore,'otten 
tliat since tin- oiillneak ot war, the (.’one> ess Woi kmv, (M)mniillee lias side-tracked 
the main issue, nanndy, our demand for Pinna Swaraj—by inittinc; I'oiward a 
demand for a faked ('onstiiuent Asscnnliiy ? llave they forvollmi that some 
prominent Rightist (ealcis, imdudiniy memheis of the Goiuauss Woikiii” Committee 
liave been eontinuously whiitlnu; down the impln-ations of a donstituent Assendily 
and (hat, tln^', have yoiu* so far as to accept si-patate elecloiale and (he, existinj,;' 
fraiudiise for the Leyislatixe Assembly as the basis for electinc t.lie Constituent 
Assembly ol their dreams ? llave they lorioitten that aftei' the resignation of 
Ck)n|j;i‘('ss ]\Iinistries, sexeial (donprt'ss IMinisttU'S liave been showing an inordinate 
desiie to < 2 ,ct back to otiice ? Ha\e tliey Joreotten tlie eonsistiait attitude whi(‘h 
Mahatma (landhi has adopted duiini;- tlie last six months in the matti'r of 
a eompiomise witli the British Ih.)\ ernment ? ^Vnd do they not know tliat beliind 
tlie smoke-screen of hot iihrases, iu\i;otiations for a eomiuomise have been 
peine; on ajiaee ? 

Unforlunatidy for ns, the P.ritish Covi'rnment have erased to take the Conpross 
si'i’iously and have foim(‘'l thi' impression that however miudi C'onprc'ssmcn may 
talk, tlu'y will not. ultimately show (’n;ht. t^ince Sephnn’ier lit)'.), tluuc has not 
IxTii any dearth of resolutions or statements. Some mendiers of the Coolness 
Woikinp Committee opine that tlu'se resolutions liave impressed the world. Put 
whetlier they have impiessi'd the woildor not, they have eeitninly init impitssed the 
Ihitisli^ ’wlu) are essmlndly a, realistic, race. Diirinp the last six months liavc 

otiereil them only words and words and we have loceived the time-worn reply tluit 
so lonp as the llimlu-Aluslim iirobleiii remains iiiiBolved, Puma Swaiaj is 
imthiiikahle. 

SiiK'e September hist India has been [lassinp through a rare eiisis when men’s 
minds have fallen a piey to doubt and vaeillalion. 'i‘hc liist to fall weie the leaders 
tinunselves and the dcmoiahsalion that s(M/.(‘d them has Ix'en spreadinp as a 
eontaeion throughout the laud. A ilciermined and wiv!es[*read effort is needed if we 
are to slem the rot.. To make this tdlbi t really eflceiive our activitie'S should he 
focussed at. an All-India Coiiferenee of all those who are determined to have no 
truek wit.li Im])ei i;d ism. 

Tlie crisis that has overtaken us may be rare in Indian history, but it is 
nothin!' new in the history of the world. Such crises penerally uiipear in periods of 
tiansil.ion. In India, we are now rinpinp down the curtain on an ape that is 
jtassinp away, while we are at tlie same time ushcrinp in the dawn of a new era. 
Ttie a^c of Imperialism is drawinp to a (dose and the era of freedom, democracy 
and Socialism looms ahead of us. India, therefore, stands to-day at one of tlic 
cross-romls of history. It i.s for us to share, if we so will, the lieritapc that awaits 
the woild. 

It is not to be wondered at that men’s minds should bo bewildered M'hen the 
old striKd.urc is erashinp under its own weie^ht and the new structurc has yet to 
rise out of the ashes of the old. Jbit let us not lose faith iii ourselves or in our 

countrymen or in humanity in this hour of uneertainty. To lose faith would be a 

calamity of the first mapnitnde. 

Such crises constitute the supreme test of a nation’s leadershif). The present 
eiisis has ])ut our own leadership to the test and the latter has been iinfortniiately 
found waiitiiip. It is only by analysinp and exposinp the causes of its failure tliat 
we can learn the lesson of history and lay the foundation of our future effort and 
achievement. But such analysis and exposure will rieecssarily be painful to all 

concerned, thoiiph there is means of avoidiiip it. 

I may dipress at this stupe and draw an analopy with similar crises in other 

climes and apes. When the October Revolution broke out in Russia in 1917, 

nobody had a clear conception us to how the revolution should be directed. Most 

of the Bolsheviks were then thinkinp in terms of a Coalition with otiier i’arties. 

It was left to Lenin to denounce all Coalition and pive out the slogan—“All Power 
to the Soviet.” Who knows what turn Russian history would have taken, but for 
this timely lead of Leuin’s during a period of doubt and vacillation ? Lenin’s 
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iinorriiip; instinct (or intuition) whi<‘h iilt,im:ilply proved to he prophetic, Raved 
Russia from disaster and from a tra)j:,edy similar to that whicli overtook Spain the 
other day. 

Let us now take a contrary case. Italy in ]9:22 was to all intents and 
purposes, ripe for So-ialism. All that she neetled was an Italian l.elin, Ihit the 
man ol the hour did not arrive and the opp-ortunity slipiJcd out of ^Socialist liaiids. 
It was iininediat^'ly sei/.eil by tlie Fas.-isl. leader, Lenilo Miisr.olini. Ly his maicli 
to Rome and his seizure or ])()\ver, Italian Insloiy took an alioeoiln'r ditleu'iit tiiiai 
an<l Italy nltimat(!ly went hhisid^t ins!('ad of yoine, So.-ialisl. Loiiht and va-illalion 
Jiad seized the Italian leadeis and so liiey tailed. Alussolini had one supriMue, virtue 
which not only saved him hut hroupht Inm the lauit'ls of victoiv lie kiu'w his 
mind and lie was not afiaid to act,, 'idiat constituted the essence; of l(':id('rship. 

To-day our leaders are wohl)liin; and their vacilhition has dcnioiahsial a si'ction 
of Leftists as well. ‘TTnity,” ’‘Nai lonal I'hont,” “i iisciplim'” these have Ix'eonie 
(‘h('ap sloyans -wliKdi have no relation to leality. Lecv'.eed by sneli at,(,iat'ti\'e 
slogans, they seem to have for;;oll<‘n that t’le sujueme maal of the hour is a hold, 
iincoinjiroinisinc jiolicy h-adinc ns on (o a national slnmule. AVha1e\er siI'mictliens 
ns tor this ]»nipoKe is to he weleomed. W'halever wi'akens ns to he esciiewed, 
Fnity wliicdi ties ns to tlie a])ron-strinys of Rnditist, politicians is by no means a 
hiessiiic, miylit as well induce the Conyiess to cflc'-t unity with the Jdheral 

Fcdeiatioii—if unity is to be desiied under all conditions and < ir'cunistaiiccs. 

In the ])reacnt crisis, the most distiessiny phenoimaion is tlie (hs!ni>iion within 
the ranks of tluiso who were iiillnuio rcyaoh'd as Li'llists. The immcdiati! future 
will TU’ove to lie tlie acid test of J^ieitism in India. Those who wdl he fontid 
wanting will h(> soon t'\i'()scd as ])seudo-Ij(Mtists. 'Idle metnlx'is of the J'orwaid 
Lloc., too, will iiave to (hunonstrale by llieir work and ciuKluet that tlii'y are n'ally 
forward and dyiianiic,. It may he tlial in the oolcal tliat is shcad of us, some of 
these wdio are branded as Riy,htists to-day, will prove to be ceimine Lefiisls - 
la;flists in action, 1 mean. 

A word is necessary liere in order to explain what w'o mean by ladlism. 'Jdie 
])re8ent aye is the anti-Iiiipeiialist ])hase of our moNemcnl. ()ur main task in this 
aye is to end 1 mpei ialisra and win national indepmuhuice for tlic Indian ]>eoplc. 
When freedom comes, the aye of national reconsiruction will commence and that 
will he tlic Socialist ))hasc of our movement. In the picsiuit phase of our 
moveinciit Leftists will he tliose who will wayc an miconinrornisiny hydit with 
I mpei lalism. Tliose who wuiver ami vacillate in their si nicy Ic ayainsi 1 in piu ialtsni - 
those wlio tend towaids a eompromise woli it—cannot by any means he Jvcftists In 
the next jihase of onr movement. Ijeftism will lie synonymous witfi Socialism—hut 
ill the ]ireHeiit ])hase, the words “Leftist” and “Ani.i-1 m))eiialisl” should he 
iiiterchanyeahle. 

d'he problem of the hour is : “Will India still remain under the thumb of 
the Riylitists or wull slu' svviiiy to the ficft,. once f-u all 'I'lii- answer t,o tins can 
he frniiishcd only liy Lfdlisls thcmschi's. If they adopt a liold iim-omproniisiny; 
]>oliey in tluur stiuyele with 1 m jau ialmm —icyaidless of all daiiLici (hnicultU's aiicl 
obstaiies, then tlie Lidiisls will malo' hisloiy and India will yo IjcII. 

'J'o tliose wlio may siill he thiiikiiiy of a com prom isc, 1 lu' recent history of 
Indand and the S('([.ie] to the A lie lo-1 1 ish 'ihiuity should i)iovc hiyhly iiistru'-tivc 
and edifyiiiy. A comiuoimse with Impmualimn wull mean that an anti-1 mpcrialist 
national stniyelc will soon he convciled into a civil war amony the ])eoplc 
themsidvi's. Wouhl this he desirable fiom any point ol \ lew. 

In the event of a com i>romise hciiiy etleced with T miKU-ialism in this country 
Indian Leftists will in futuic have to iiyht not, only Impeiialism hut its new- 
fanylcil Indian allu's as wx‘11. 'Jdiis will necessaiily mean tfuU the national siruyyie 
ayainst Imperialism will be eoiiverlcd into a civil wtir amony the Indians 
tlie m selves. 

Let us take time by the forelock and let us act while it is not too late. 
Hwanii Sail a j an and Sarasiratt has sounded the clarion call. Let us respond to it 
W'ith all the streuyth and coiiraye that we ]iossess. From this Coiiforencc let us 
Bend out a warniny to botli Imperialism and its Indian Allies. The success of this 
conference should mean the death-knell of eoiujiromise with Imperialism. 

Before we part, let ns also set np a permanent maehiiiery for iniplementiny 
the resolutions of this Conferenee and for wayiiiy an nneom]>romisiny war with 
Imperialism. Everybody now realise that if the AVorkiny Committee of the 
Congress does not give the call for launching a national struggle —others will have 
to do BO. It would therefore be in the fitness of things for this Conference to set 
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up a permanent machinery for unflertakin»; this responBibility—should the Working 
Coinniittee fail ns in this crisis. 1 iiope and trust th:it the deliberations of this 
ConfeitMU'c will bo » ])rclnde to work and struggle on a nation-wide and on an 
All-India front. “Jnqnilab Zindaliad.” 

Resolutions Second Day—Ramgarli— 20th. March 1940 
SlKUGdLK FOR ITtlCEDOM 

The main resnltition before the Oonlercnce—that dealing with the “torthcoming 
struggle”— was passed on the seeoml day, the 20lh. March 1940. 

d'lie res(j|iilion re((neKtH j\lr. Siihitas (UniiKlrd tlie I’residont of the 

ConferiMice, and Swdini inudii.J, the Picsulent of tlie lleeeplion Committee 

to bring into cxisteiu'e an All-India Ciinm-il of Action with a vnew to 
launching and dircclnig their stniggle. '’I’lm resoinlion lays down that April (i, 
the begiiininn of the National Week, should be ilie sienal for the inh'nsi/i- 
eation ol local struggles and tlie (■(immcm-eimMit of a sli ugglc on an all-India 
fi'ont, and adds that this moicmcnt shoiihl Hymboiise the resolve of the 

Indian laaiple to withdiaw tlicmstdves from ]>ai tieipation in the Avar and make 
iiiial ctliMls for the achicvemcut ol India’s indepiMuhMice. '‘Onee this struggle 
Ix'gius,” declares the icsolntion, '‘tlunc should be no rest and no break, nor 
should tlicie be any side-tracking of the sti uggle as lia[>])ene(l in llidd when 
the JJarijan movement was stalled”. 

VVliile alhi tiling tlie ‘‘inalu'iialile and in<lefeasible right” of the Indian 
peojile It) eoinplele soveieieii ituleneiidcnia', tiie re.soltilioii ])oiu(s out that since 
the suspension of the Civil Itisoliediiaiei' by the Con^iess in ld.),'$, while on 

the one siih' theie has been a diilt, towards eons!i' ii 1 ionalism, there has 
a])i)eart‘d un the oilier side an uiK'xpecteJ and iiniueceihaiied mass awaki'iiing. 

The resoinlion adds that tlie Indian people are liungiy for tK'edom to-day 

and objective conditions are also iii)e lor the attainment of their political objective. 

Arm tiDF TO War 

The resolution adds that while the ideals of freedom and democracy 

have been ti iimpeU'd by the Weslem Impel iaiist Powers as th(>ir war aims, 
the war lias nuMiit lor India a tnriher snpi>rt‘Ssion of civil liberty and 
cxploitaiion of the Indian pi'ople. War eomhiions had bioiight about a closer 
associaiion bet\\('en UmuhIi I mpei lalisin and tlie Pulers of Indian l^lates and 
eapitalisis, lesiiliing in a fuither sharpening of <-lasH ('onsciousnesH. Cliaiactcii- 
sing tlie Avar as an impeiialist Avar, the lesolntion ohsei ves that though the 
Coiigiess attitude towaids the war had been laid down at Ilaiipura and 
furiuer alliimed at d iipuii, ‘‘imfoi innately lor the Indian nation Avben the 
war started in September lOhO. doubt and iH'sitaiion seized a section ot our 
iiadonal IciideisUip. As a eoiiscqiience, valuable nionlhs have lieeii lost in 
eariying on uselehS negoiiations with th.e Hiiiish (iovm umen t and in seeking 

a elaiiticalion of the Hiiiish war aims” Insiead ot taking a loiwaid step 
after tiie resignation ol the Coiigiess Minisi i les, steps have been taken only 
to confuse and hewilder the mind of i.lui oidinaiy man. 

( nndemning the eniphasis lanl on siniiuing and constrneiive Avork, the 
resolution lespret,fully Avains the Indian people “not to be misled or confused 
by the demaml for a take Constituent Assemhly.” 

Exhoiting lovers of tr(>e>loni to stand up boldly and courageously for the 
ideals of p-ulitical, social and economic emancipation, tlie lesolution advises 
the ])eoi>Ie to launch a eoiinler-olfcnsive against the onslaught on civil liberty 
and also (*ome foi ward to identify themselves with the toiling masses of India, 
kisans and mazdoois, and join them in the struggle for their economic independence. 

The resolnrion adds, ‘We have waiieif long enough, for nearly seven 
months, for a timely lead in the matter from the Congress leadership and to 

no pni’iiosG ; and we find from experience that the longer we wait, the greater 

the vacillation and demoralisation in our own ranks. Consequently, no further 
time should be lost.” 

The resolution then refers to local struggles that have been going on in 
various parts of the country during this j)eriod and observes ; “Tlie time has 
now come to intensify local struggles that have been going on and to start 
new ones Avherever necessary ana possible. At tlie same time, these innumer¬ 
able local struggles should be linked up and pooled together to culminate in 
one common struggle for the achievement of India’s independence.” 

Swami Shahajananda Saraswati^ moving the resolution, said that it was 
44 



346 THE ANTI-CGMPROMISE CONFERENCE [ ramg.\rh— 

8elf-ex]'tlanatory. He reviewed recent political events and the declaration of war 
and fliiid that the muHseH would have to snlFer {greater hardsliii) and exploita¬ 
tion in future, such as increase in taxation. The Oon!j;ress, he said, withdrew 
the Ministiies from the Ih-ovinces after the out-l)reak; of war but took no 
step to hniiij: about amelioration in tlie condiiions of the masses. 

Ci ilicisiii^i, the I'atna resolution of the Conferees, thn speaker said that 

the demand tor a Oonsiitnent Assembly was “a fake and hypocritical one.” 

d'hat leHolniion had created eoiilusion in the people’s mind what I heir fnlure 
course of action should be. The present, leadersliip of the (h)u^ress shiiked 
the, main issue befoie the country. Ife nrji,ed the iiaiheriu',.^ to launch a 
slrueiije without losin^j, any tim^*. All minor siruei;les, he added, should 

mer>;e in one mass action. April b, which com'iicm oi a red th(‘ .lalliau w alia 
Ba'Ah inddeut would be the most appiojiriate, day lor the dcchoaiion of a 
stmciAle. Oi'iiicisinc Mahatma Uaiidhi, Swann Shaliaiananda said that a ''piliAi’iniace” 
to Delhi and Simla would not helj) the couniiy nor the insislenet' on the 

Charkha. WTiat ipcht had (himlliiji to slake the susicnance of (lie, masses and 
the Irnils ol their labonrH tor ariivinc at a compiomise with tiie Biiusli 

CJovernment ? (At this stai;c there wcie shon's of ‘^Mahatma (hindhi ki-Jai” and 
many people left, (he mcetinu. 

Sttnlur Surdiil Ca secondine; the icsulution, declared tlint 

there would be no nioie talk of compiomise until llu; countiy had atdiii'ved 

in(h!])cndeuce. CiUlcisiuc the Oouercss Woikine; Committee, he ohscrvi'd tliat it 
took them six mouths t() (iiid out tliat the lu-eseut war was beinc toueht for 
au imperialist, cod. C'oiipie-^s leadcis were rei»eatedly (hedaiiip:; (hat the country 
was not ju(‘patcd. llow' could any urmv win if its pcucial iiisoaid of eiicoui aciii^ 
it said that (lie at my was useless ? When that was the ease, llie peueial siioidd 
1)6 displaced l)y another. 

Mr. SiiL'inaii and IMr. Nifmrcii'hi lJuffa MuziiniJur siippoi'ted the 

resolution, d'he latter eonl(>nded that there was no (piestion ot jiiTpaiedin‘ss for 
a stnipcle as the eonntry was aheady in it and there was no tAoinc back now. 

Tlmy had to po forwaid even it it meant defeat, it was moie lionourable to 

eiilhu' (hdi'at, than surrender or compiomise. After two more si)cakeiH liad addiessed, 
the lesolulion was dctdared carried, only one volinp apainst. 

Anii.\i:s CoNoi:ATULAi'Ki) 

I'he Conference ]>aHsed six oth<*r resolutions, inelr.dinp one relatinp to the 
the “lepresMve I'olicy of the (Jovernmeiit”, ami another ilemaudiiip dear iooil 
nllowama! lor the woikinp; classes. 'I'he third eonpratnlatiM the jMajlis-i-Aiiiar on 
tlu' policy it, has hemi inirsuinp since the oulhreak of war and added, “It is a 
mattei oi pi at i heat ion and pi tde for evmy Tntlum that, while the ('onpu'ss Iliph 
('ommand has been maikinp lime by the last six monttis. t in; Majlis-i-Ahrar has eone 
foiwiiid in its endeavour to implement the war lesulution by tlie JJaipmia Conpu'bs.” 

( ) riIEIl lIl^SOMlTlONS 

Another resolulion extended sup|)oit to ISiales’ ]icoj)le’B Icpilimate demandB 
and eondemned the policy of the lluleisof Jndian Slates. 

d'he Conference allirined that the time Inul come when the i»r(jl)lein of the 
kisans siiould be tiealed as the most imjiortant inteinal ]>i()l)lem ol India and 
urpitd, amonp other thincs, tlie abolition of the zamiiuian sVstem without eompen- 
satioii and 50 per eent rednetion in re"t revenue and canal rales. 

After the j-esolutioiis had l)(H*n adojited. Air. Suhhas Chan lrd Bose addressed 
the palherinp. lie stiid that tlic Confeienee liad (ha-ided a momentous issue and 
that its decision had thrown a preat lesponsibility on tliem. d'he call for action 
made by the Conference, he hoped, would assume a nation-wide asjtect. d'lie 
}>resent leaders ot the Coupress, he maintained, were doubtful about the slrenpth 
of the masses because they were not in toueli with the masses. Tlie awakeiimp 
amonp the masses, he said, was preater than it had ever been. The Indian demand 
for freedom was not an isolated one but part of the world movement and it was 
in the fitness of thiiips that India should contribute her share to the movement 
set afoot by subjected nations. 

Kcfeirinp to the Hindu-Muslim question, Mr. Bose said that the Muslims 
would enjoy the same privilepes and freedom as all other comm unities in a free India. 

Concludinp. Mr. Bose appealed to the audience to be ready for the call for action. 

'I he Coufereuce which commenced to-day with the sinpinp of Mahomeil 
Iqbal’s “tlindusthan Hamara’*, concluded with the sinpinp of ^^Bande Mataram'*^ 
amidst anti-compromise Blogana and cries of *Sabhas Bose-ki-JaiB 
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Thk Wei tome Addreks 

''I'lip fointponth soswion of the All-liitlirt Woiueii’e Coiifereuoe met in tlu' Senate 
Kail of the Aliahal)a(l UniveiRity on the 27th. January 1940 under the pieKidency of 
Bi’fjum Ncnmd Ah. Kani LuMnihai Kaiwatle, the oul^oinp, riesuleiil, ioinuilly 
proposed P>emini Hamid Ali to the chair. 

^Irs. I'tnujd La/i-'yhmt Pcnidi/, ihesident of tlie Ticeeplion Committee, read her 
addiess of welcome in the com sc of wduch she said ; — 

'd t is up to Indian women to endeavour to hrin^ ahont harmony in the eoim- 
try hased on real nnderHlandmc: and mutual toleration. 'I'owaids this end, we 
should create a civic conseiousnesH. ddie essential condition for the tlio clopUH'ut 
of a stioiie civic spit it is the ciiltivalion of tolerance”. Condcmuinii, si'paiatc 
€>lectorates. iVTis. Pandit said, “f considci- separatt^ clectoiates as tlic greatest 
stumhlinp" hhx-k to the creation of a real eivie sense and to national piopess. So 
hui^ as we think in terms of sepal ate elecloi ales, so long will the seeds ol distrust 
and mutual suspicion lemain hidden in our licails.” 

Mis, Jhiiidit. continuing, said that the Women’s Suh-Commil tee of the Nation¬ 
al Plaiming (''ommitlee had been doing good woik under the chaiimaiiship of Paid 
LaMid l>ai Pajwade and a lepoit of tlie woik done would soon he icady. Pirorts 
ha<l heen made i,o tackle imjxntant qnc.stions rclaling to women’s disabiiilies in (lie 
social, economil* and h'eal spheie. 

Alls. Pandit, poiuK'd out that somehow the eoutaets between tlie eonfeience 
and till! imisscs icmaincd CAC(*edin^ly lew. "J'lic Conlcicnce sliould tiy to be a tinly 
ie|.rcsculalivc oi gaiiisal ion ol the women of India and not only of the {'ducated 
and leisuM'd classes. It should tiy to make moic mass coiiiaets ; and for this 
])Uipose, should lake up such woik as litciacy and iniai ujdill. 

'll coiulusion, IMis Pandit said that the eonfcrcnce was deprived of valuable 
W'OikeiH because the i>ioceedinga weie carried on in Pnplish. 

The Presiden'iiae Aodress 

Tn the course of her pi (‘sidential addiess Btgum Hit mid Ali said ; — 

‘ For P'Ki, 1 heseicli ^on all to make coniaets wiili women of all shades of 
poliMeal opinion, to ioim f i lendslo] is with women of the hihiuiiiiig elasses and to 
tiy to become oue in mind with every woman who is ^our iieigldauiii-^hc 

exlmited the women to lielp in spieading lileiaey, to come out of their conventional 
grooves and to make their inteiest in lile wide enough to eneomi'asB the 

iiiteiests ot all women without disiinction. 

Bej.!iim Kamid Ali emphasiseil the necessity of prO]de studying Kindustani for 
creatiuj^ such an almosidieie. Fho said that Biandaidised JlindiiHlani must be 
accepted h> all those who hchmpcd to Hindi or Uidu-si eaking ]>u)vinces as a 
secoiul taugiiage. and it, mui-t he Icaint by ;dl those who did not belong to cither, 

dhe choici' of tlie sciipt, must be entiicly individua!, hut the (Jovciiiment of each 

province should accept both seiipls. 1 )esei ihiiig llindustaiii as liie giealest common 
factor of both Fidu and Hindi, Peciirn Hamid Ali laid stiess iijioii a basic scheme 
for it. Pefciring to the liaison gioup of tlie Conference in Fngland, and to fiiends 
at (h'lieva, in America and France and other countries, the Ihesident said that, the 
Conference liad their unstinted 6U])i>ort and many of them looked towards India 
and India’s great apostle of ])eace and non-violence, Mahatma Gandhi, to find 
a solution which would mean peace for the world. 

'Ihc President said that the ohjeetB of the Jaaison Committee of the conference 

was to enable women all over the world to woik togetlier for a common aim. 

"I'he Committee would also study the legal ])osition of women in dihercnl countries. 
’J'iie President continued that in spite of the fact that the ]ncHcnce of women in 
the legislatures had helped much useful w'oik in making the women’s point of 
view felt, the rights of women in India were a minus quantity still. iShe said that 
the status of women could be considered adequate only when she was looked upon 
as a free and equal partner. ‘T would remind our brothers that they eannot and 

will not gain swaraj until they have set their house in older and given one half 

of the population of India its due share of rights and privileges.’* 

Referring to the present war, Begum Hamid Ali said : “ISince Beptember 1939 
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the world has been livinjj!: in an atmosphere charged with hatred, blooflshed, Inst 
for land and power and recrimination. Wc have seem eiH'mies become friends and 
friends enemies overnight, d'he world has become a ni^^htmare siieh as was ex¬ 
perienced only in the (Jreat War. All honest minded citizens of every country, 
including Oreat Britain, acknowletlsiie the richl of Imlia to demand that a clear 
and nmpiestionable di'claration siionld be made of the ininciph' for which this war 
is being foni^ht and the policy will be pursued in future by the lowers now lighting 
against Nazism.” 

Begum Hamid Ali paid a tribute to the woik done hy the Oongress iMinisIries 
while in the olhec and the valuable eontiibu'ion which they made to the widfare 
oi India ddiiB, she said, had ]UOV(‘d tliat Indians weie capable of governing tlumi- 
selves. She said: ^AVc must wan uith palieii'-e and dei end on the itcciple, worthy 
of ()iii trust to 1)1 ing about an hoiioiirahh* set ileiriei 1 1. But noi), as nevnu’ ladcire, 
is the nertl ftir us, wounm, to g<'t locether and cive a lead to the coniiliy to sliow 
unity whii h has no mental reservations and to hold tiie good of the country above 
any other considmution.” 

Proceedings & ReBoUitions—28tli. to oltli. January 1940 

Oasnallv an inteiesling discussion took jdacc on the (luestion of labour’s 
partnership in industry at the ronfeiemm. 

Witli iclercncc to the rejiort of the Conference Association ‘findiiiLiR committee’ 
on the ‘minimum wage*’, a didcgatc de-dainal that n'cognilion ot l.dioui as part 
owner in indiisliy .along with capital was cconourk-ally impossilile ; the idea! should 
be that labour and caipital should both hchmg to state ami th.eie should he no 
cpiestion of co-operation between labour and capital. '1 he Confiumice liowever, 
retaine<l the clause in the findings committee’s rcpoit, wdth whn-h this delegate and 
some otheis, disa^rei'd. 

d'he 'war resolution’ was the main aidiievennuit of to-day's lahouis of the 
ConferiMice. Sympathising with China the Coni.aencc also suggesied exeiiange of 
goodwill deimlalions of the \\omei) ol the two eoiintnes 

Fund for the relief ot the I'nikey eaitlupiake sufft'KM's was also started. 

The following spin ial ri'solutions which ai'pnaied to l)e inspired l)y Mr. 
Jawalun ltd Ne/im or his hs*tiiu‘ on his vimL to China deliveied at the Ciionfereiice 
delegates’ eam}>, were ])uL fiom the chair :— 

S\MpA'riiY wmi (hiiN \ 

I. "The All-India Women’s C-onfereiu'e sends greelings to the women of 
China and expressi's its dei'p aoj'reciatum of the heroic juirt they are ]>laying iu the 
struggle foi China’s unity and fieedom. 

‘‘The foilfi'iimee eomhmins 1,he invasion of China hy Japanese forces and the 
brutality and inhumanity that liave ai-companied it. 

“d'he ('onferenec ('xpicssi's its solidaiity with tin' cause of ('hina and its belief 
in its ultimate timmph. Jdie wounm of imlia would wu'lcome closer eontm'ts willi 
the women of China in the funheiance of the iminy ideals and ol)ie.'tiies tliey hold 
in common, and extend a eordial imitation to the women’s organisations in China 
to send a delegation to lisit India. 'I’he Confeienco is also of opinion tliat. il and 
when eireiimstanees ])ermit, a delegation of Indian women should visit China to 
convey their sympathy and goodwill.’ 

Aitkal to Women of Wat.kfno CorNTiuES 

II. The All-India Women’s Conference sends a Sjieeial message to the women 
in all the warring eonntiies. It believes that women the woild over could not be 
in tune wdth llie doctrine tliat might is right.. It appeals to them, therefore, to do all 
within their power in their respective eountries to itersuadc their (governments to 
end the war hotli in the East as well as in the West. In (ids connection they 
make a siieeial a])]»eal to the women of Russia, (leimany ami Japan. 

In connection with the suggestion to send a women’s goodwill dejuitation 
from India to China it is iiroimsed to ask the Chinese consul in India to find out 
from China whether it would be convenient for them to receive a dclegatum and if 
BO on what dates ; and to inform the Consul that the dceltualiou would like 
to go via Rangoon by air over Burmese route. 

Findings Commitiee Report 

The Conference next proceeded to consider the report of the ‘Findings Com¬ 
mittee’ and the following recommeiidatioii about ‘Labour’ of the Findings Com- 
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mittcc baaed on the report of the Economic Reconstruction Group Committee, was 
thrown open for disruHHion :— 

'I'he iiiinciple underlying the policy adopted in reeolntion If) on labour, last 
year, was reaHirnied—namely, ‘that labour must be recopniHcd as I'art-owner in 
industry alon^ with capital’, and that ‘this ideal be woikcd tor by inoie co-operation 
between labour and capital’. 

Realising ti) that minimum wa<!:eR should be repulated in relation to the 
Btnndaid of living which itself is dependent on jiiices ami other local conditions, 
and (ii) tha' minimum wapes vary accoulinp to ditfcrent types of industry and 
of facilities aflorded to the laboureis, we lecommend that ea<*h branch of the 
A 1. W. C. undi'rtake to inveHti>Aate and adjml^e the Iov^est dcbiiahh’ standard 
of livinp for Indian women in that area. Further we urpe the (h'Utral, riovincial 
and State (lovernuiciils to appoint special inveslipation commit U'cs with an 
adf’iliiate number of women on their peisonnel, with a view to hx the scale of 
minimum wap,e tor all labour. 

We are of opudon that a more equitable balance would be maintained 
between employers and employees if liousiii}; eomliiions were eontiolU'd by 
Government on the local bodies. ‘Ibis would eradicate that fear of heinp turned 
out of the home which would otherwise povern the minds of the cinplo}ces in 
the event ol diffeiences or disputes bet ween capital and labour. 

Miss Khniidivitla inquired what were the duties of iho finclinps committee, 
win'll Beguin Bai/nd Ali, the president., said that the hndiups committee liad 
been aiipoiuted to collate the leports sent by the chairwonum ot tlie various group 
conimitlccK and to wiitc out a report on iKuiits comfih'lcd bv gioups and to 
mention anything new that mipht be siiL'pested by any group, ^'hereupon Miss 
Khandwahi said that, she helonped to Groiqi HI, to widch the ii'port under 

considi'ration of the tindings committee related. Her grouji had nuuh' many 

suppestions and also ieeommemlcil a ft'w thiiips hut slu' fotunl that ('itlu'r the 
lindmpH comnidfee had not accf'pted them at all or had comphucly clianped the 
thinp. l"or instance her proup did not say that niiuirniini wapes ‘vary according 
to didcicut types of ludustiy’. ‘J’he niiuiimim wape could not vary with industry 
and that was the view’ of the su)>-committ('e ol licr piou]). 

‘rids led to a pood deal of discussion over the system of the consideration 
of HuhjeetH by groups, iustcail of in tlie open session, which was intro<luccd last 
year. RujKanian A unit Kaiir, leferring to the o’njeclion of Miss Khandwala, said 
that the woid minimum’ in the clause in question was a mis])imt, otherwise if 
they studied the ri'ports earelully it wouhl ho found that the \cry fhinps were 
there which were in the grou]) reports. The fimliuus committee had only to 

collate all the liudiups of gioups and it Avas open to any member of any 

gioup to make chaiipcs, 

A prolonpi'd discussion on the question of procedure followed in wbich, 
among others, ilajra Bignnt, IMiss Bala Bao, Mis. Bnjlal NBiru., ]\Irs, Bhtra, Bao 
and Mrs. iJoclor took i)art and Plajra rx'pum’s supgestion that in the findings 

committee reitort all common supgeslions should he ])ut in as also suggestions 
which were not c-ominon to enable them to ]uek and choose from (liflercnt decisions 
of the groups, was accepted. 'Jhc ]>resident rcmaiked that Mis. Ihitla woidd later 
move a resolution supgesting how the w'oik of tlie group committees slionhl bo 
conducted in future but if they liked they could revert to the old procedure of 
considering everything at the open session instead of through group committees. 

Labour vs. C-AriTAL 

The Conference next proceeded to discuss the section quoted above of the 
findings committee, ])aragia]>h by paiagraph. Miss Shah Amvaz took ohjoclion 
to the btatoments that ‘labour must he recognized as part owner in industry along 
wdth cajiitar and that ‘this ideal he woiked for by more co-oi>eration betw’een 

labour and capital’, t^hc said that lecognitioii of labour as part owner in industry, 
along with capital was economically imtiossible—it miglit be ])ossible only during 
the transitional i)eriod. ‘i'lieir ideal should be that labour and capital should be.long 
to Stale and there should be no question of cooperation between labour and eafiital 

and labour could not be recognized as part owner in any industry along with 

capital. 

Mrs. Brijlal Nehru emphasized that the question in the report was not new. 
It had been acce])ted in the same woids last year also and in the name of the 
conference, she appealed for unanimity, for if theie was an argument on every 
word their work would never finish. She suggested that unless any of the findings 
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of the committee did not satisfy the conscience of any member, they should be 
accepted. As regards the merits of IVIiss Shah Nevvaz’s obie<-ti()n, Mrs. Nehru 
said that in many places the principle of coojieration between labour and ca)>ilal 
was bein^ acted up and in this connection she cited the examj'le of (Ik; Ihita 
Company, which was following a system of creating' woiker’s iuteiest in ca}*ital. 

Afiss. Shah h!cv'az declared that the ])ara^raph that she had relcrred to was 
certainly atzaiiiBt the conscience and conviction of some of the dcle^’ales and, 
therefore, they could not acce]>t it and she ])roposcd the deletion of tliat ])arapiaph. 

Miss {Shall New^az’s amendment was, however, lost by a majoiity of IJb to 
23 votes. 

Jn the clause Biig't^estinp: the appointment of inveslicntiou committees to ‘fix 
the scale of minimum waj^es for all labour’. Miss Tlntpar su^^'csU'd the delelion of 
the words ‘the scale of’ and the inseition in their ]*Iace of the woi<l ‘nalionar 
before ‘minimum wafzje’. She a^ieeil tliat the scjile of a wai:(' would vary with 
local conditions but Burely a minimum could be fixed lor all India, below which 
no wa^e should t^o. 

The Fresuhnt said that as there seemed to he a ^^'eat dilTereiiee of Oj)iuion 
about the report of the findin;:s commit lee, she would ]iosl})one the consideratiou of 
the rejiort and ask the mcmhciB to t;ivc aineiidmeiiis, if any, in wiitiu^ to the 
fimiin}:B eommittee’s rejvort. 

A/uss Ndulu with all humility ehalleuGed the ndinp; of the president. Tn her 
view tliey could not take into cousideialioii anything new which ivas not included 
in the f^rou]^ committees’ reporls, on which the lejKiit ot the fimliu^s committee 
was based. If that were allowed tlie olijeet of adojuiiig a fmdin|zH commit tec would 
be defeated. 

d'he l^rcHuJcvl did not a^ree with Miss Naidu and stnek to licr ruling’ and 
SU^p,ested tliat amendments miclit be cncii to her by 3 pm. 

Tlie dis(‘ussion on the ‘miuinium waco’ [-ait ot tlic liudincR coniriiit tee’s report 
was, however, couUiuied and tin- C’-ouleieiice next accepted llie auH'iidpK'ut of llajra 
Fcgiutt, (moved on licr and on behalf ot sevcial olbc'r dcicealcs and which was 
snp]'orled by liujkiniian Anint Kaui) for tli(‘ deletion ot elausi's (i) and (ii) of the 
minimum wacc section of tfie icpoit. {She siic^estcd a lew olbcr chances which 
were also accepted, 

d'hc su^ccsiioii about insertion of the woid ‘national’ before ‘minimum w'ace’ was 
also accepted, thonch FmnJit felt that ‘basic unneisal wape' would ho lietter as 

'nalional' apt'oaied to he out, of j>!a(‘e. She, h()v^e^^r, did not ]'iess liei siicpestion. 

Mrs. Mcuon considered the last. paiacijAph of the. U'poit under discussion as 
out of place because the question ot liousiiic condilioii. to which it lelated, could 
not come under the licadiuc ‘minimum was.;c’ ami tiic liousc apiecd to di lete it 
also, ’i'he amended ‘finding;', of the limliiics c-ommittee on mininuim wa{i,c’ would, 
thus, run as follows ; — 

“d'he principle nndorlyinp, the policy adoihed in resolution la on labour, last 
year, was realiiirned namely, ‘that labour must hi* lecocinzed as ]iait owner in 
industry alone with caj>ira>’ and that, ‘this i<]eai be woikcd ioi by moic cooj'cration 
between labour and capital. 

“We recommend that each branch of the A. 1. W. C. nmlertake to investicate 
and adjudge the siandaid of li\inc tor Indian women in that aicar. Furlh('r tliat 
we iircc the (’I’nlral, riovincial and {^(ate (ioveininents *lo api c)int Sjiecial 
investipation committee with an aih’ipiale nundier ot women on their personnel with 
u view' to lix a national minimum wape for all labour and that these committees 
should include icj»rcsciituli\es ot women woikcrs themselves”. 

WAU liKSOl.Ul’ION 

After the announcement of the otliee-hearers’ nominations, the Coii- 
ferenee discussed the war resolution. l)r. Natarnjan moved : 

“3he Coufeienee of Indian women onee apain ex]uesse8 its abhorrenee 
of war. It dec\>ly repicts that in spite of the overwhelminp desire on their 
])art to avoid war women failed to exert that moral intincnce which was 
necessary to save their respective countricB from plunpinp the woild into 
the ])rescnt prim stnipple As women wc sympathise with the siilTerinps of 
the ]icople in the warring counirieB and pray for a speedy cessation of hostilities 
and for a lasting peace. 

“This Conference is convinced that tlicie can he no world peace so long 
ns any nation remains a subject people. It is of opinion that Great Britain 
should declare the terms upon which it would be willing to make peace, 



351 


-28-31 JAN. '40 ] PROCEEDINGS AND RESOLUTIONS 

and include among those terms the recognition of equality of race and of 
the lighlB and hbcitics of the individual and respect for the integrity of small 
as w(!ll as great tin'ions, 'i he women of India not only demand freedom 
lor their own country, hut desire it for all those people who are being 
ex])loited, oi‘ oi^i>r(',sfieil or are the victims of aggression by th( armed might 
of thmr KtiuniLer lungliltonrs. 

“Ihis ('onference itMiilirms its faith in non-violence as the only means of 
iiBhering in a new era of peace and goodwill in tiu* woil !, and calls oti all 
women, in (aiiieular Indian women to try to realise it in their individual 
as well ns then- colleclive lives’’. 

Miss Zu,fik<ir Ait seconded the resolnlion. She said that she had great 

pleasure in secoiuling the lesolntion mat only bei'anse she was in entire 
agreement with it but also because she l.hoiicht that it oelioeil the thoughts 

o! the yoiiiic women of her province (Ihinjab) on whose Indialf she was 

Sjieakmg. d'hcir hal.ied of moibn-n nuUliods ot vvnifare, which entailed unimagi¬ 
nable Hiitlciings. was intimse ami they heartily s\mi»atiiizcd with the siitrt*r(‘rs. 
At the same time they felt that the lime had come for (M'eat Britain whiedi 
was li^h'ing to lesloiti the lihcities of some of the nations of Europe, to 

make no fuither hesilatuin in recognizing tlie light of the Imltan jieople to 
attain ireedom. She juhleil that the best wniy in which Great Britain could 

prove to the woild titat it st lod lor liberty to India. 

Miss S'ldh Nrtvtiz snppoiiing the resolution said that she had been asked 
to sjicak xery mildly Imt it was veiy dilii nilt lor her to Sjtcak mildly heeauso 
sin' was not, umlcr lilty >eais ol ag('; because wanton hloodsiKnl was going on ; 
he-ause the men oi India and lim men of the pioxince, slie reiiri'senled, were 

being sent (‘xiiy liav to lichr, lor the cause! which was not. theirs; because she 

saw tliat dining tlie last icw \ears Japan had invaded Ghina, Italy liad swallowed 
Aliyssinia and so on. She* asked how eonntiics, wliich had deprived other 

nations of (lu'ir li'ocii^/, conld say today that tliey were lighting for democracy. 
She did not want to ilouht, their wont out siie wanted tlnmi to give })ioot of it 

and what heller proof eon Id he. she iisIohI, than to give fieedom to those countries, 

whom they had oppressed. TiieietoiC, the sjieaker said on hidialf of the younger 
geneiation and on hetialf of the ladies of h(*r provinee. she liad gi(>at pleasure in 
Hiij-poi 1 iim, tlie 1 i'S()l ( 1 1iO!i, Women in this worhl iiad alwaxs stood for petice ; they 

would sidi he juepaitd for sa^•^^il•e for Ireedom Init, not lor powi'r ])olilics. dhey 

slioiild all r.inU' and meet the cliar; e that. India eoidd not get freedom heeausc 

she was not utiiicvl. She tell, that in India their points ot union were far gieater 

than those ol vaiiiins nations in Europe. In Europe theit! wtis greater disunity, 
d'heif'hin' Ituw could not ])os.-^ihly hung out the plea that Indians could not 
gel i'cedom he, .luse they weie not united. But since that ehalhuige had been 
tniown, slie appealed to women to meet it and get men united. If the women 
ol tlie woild who stood for [leace insisted that there should he no more mutual 
quarrels the war would end. 

fidni Jj<iIrs'n/n{)di RaiwaAc, supporting the resolution, in the course of her 
Sjieech, said tliat the resolution as it stood spoke for itself. fShe had only to jioint 
out that in 1 raining the ii'solulion pains had been taken to ariive at a sort of 
liighcsi. common muliii'le of the vaiious groups witliin the Conlerenee. 'fhat 

had lieen done with the idea to maintain the common front wliich that Conference 
had so far pri'seived, She knew that many of them, iiieluding hersidf, felt 
de(*()ly on the issues involved Nazism, internalionnl ])cace, self-determination, 

India’s fiitnie, the close eonneelion between Indian self-delennination and 
])artici|)ation in the war and so on. And she might even risk disagreement to ex¬ 
press their full eonvic.lions. But the whole ])Oint was that sneh a stage had not 
arrived and above all tlie resolution as woidcd embraced all tliose issues and yet 
did not antagonise any other ])reindiee8 or iiretcrenees. 

As to tlie general (picstion of war the only reasonnhle attitude was more or 
less, she said, along the same lines as those followed in the Congress resolution. It 
seemed to her clear that India should participate only in a war which was based 
demonstrably on the jiiininple of self-determination and the only demonstration 
possible was the apiilieation of that principle to India. That much seemed to be 
clear. It was also clear that if that was not ])Ossible then India must devote her¬ 
self to her reconstruction effort until self-determination was achieved by their 
national effort. 

Mrs, Chandrakuli Sahi and Miss Chandrawati Tripathi also supported the 
resolution. Miss iShepherd moved an amendment suggesting that in the sentence 'Great 
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Britain shonld df^-lare the terms’, *Allips^ shonld he substituted for “Great Britain” 
because both Eiu;land and J‘^ran(*e were fluhl.iii^ in alliance The amendment, liow- 
ever, fell throu^li for want of a seconder. Tlic resolnlion was passed unanimously. 
Sympathy with Turks 

The Conference also [lassed the following- resolnlion :— 

“'riiis (ronfer(Micc is Rricvcd at the rcMuit disastm* which has atllicated Turkey, 
and sends its sincere symnathy to the iiresideni, and people of l.hat land. It calls 
on its meinhi'rs and branches to ei)iitribute liberally towai’ds the Conference fund 
ft)r the all(‘viatii)n of distress in 'Tinkey”. 

Bajam Bn hi hii I la h ^ movin;;' the resolution, drew u]) a picture of distress caused 
by the (*ari iKpnike, in Tin key. 

Jj'i hj linnttt /ooi, secondin'^; the resolnlion, recalled (he Bihar and Quetta 
cartlKinakes in India and reinaiked that those calamities beine, fresh in their minds 
the Indians (s’lnld reali/.e i he eons'^'pien-es of the calamity ol that nature. 8lie 
Avaiiled that eierv bianch of the All-India Bhunen’s Conlcreiic,e Ahsociataon should 
contibiite to lli<‘ Tiii kish t t‘ln I hind in a somewhat liberal manner to alleviate the 
HiitrciioL; cniis'‘d in Tinkv’y. 

Mis. J'\ii ji, Hinmoiiine the resol nt.ion, said that they in India reali/ed what 
tin snd'e; ini-s of tlu' d'nrks would be like hi'canse l.hey themsihves had sidfered 
similaily in dilhuent paits of India. But the sidbuinL; in ''J'urkey was a ^reat deal 
more foi icon and snow had added to their tiouble. Every )>art of the world had 
suit eon t ribii I ions and s>m;»athy AvIum Indians weie in trouble and it was up to 
them to help tin* )>eople in di^tr<‘ss in dinkey, Ihoiieh tln-y miclit, he iar away trora 
them, d'be slandine commit lee of the Conteicin-e liad eivtui ])raelic:il in oof of their 
sympatliy by conti'biiliiiy Ks. HO ) to the tehel fund and slu' hoped that the dele- 
pa!('s, specially some younyer ones, vMuild take up the woi k of coUcctinc funds fiom 
individual (Ich'cales. 

d'he resolution was fiirtlnu- su]>])orted by Misa \^asini( SuLla and M-iss 
Kh(Uitl/r,il (I and passed nnanimoiisly. 

Afii'r full one week’s a-livity and several plenary sittinLis the session of the 
Confei ence came to a Hueeessfnl com Insion on the hist, .lanuary. 

d'he Coideri'iice reenrded leeommendations on a wide ranee of sulijeetB and 
drew up sehemes ol work tor the enireiit year. 

At tlie c'm dosion idocpieiit tiilmtes wiu’e ])aid to the ])resident Begurn Hnmid 
Ali, fo' tlie ellic’ent (‘onduet of the ]>roe(M‘dineK and to the eiiairvvoman of the 
r<-(*epii(m ei'inmit'ee, iMis Vijaya Eakshmi J’aiidit, whose efforts, ]>ai tieiilarly, 
assisted hy an (mthnsiastie hand of woikers, made the lioldiiiy, of the scBbioii at 
Allahabad possible, very sneeessfnl, desi'il.e short notice. 

d'he lesnlt, of the edeetion ol otliee-lieaiers of the .A 11-India Women’s Conference 
Association was announ-ci'd. I he followine were elected ; — 

I'iCi’-prcsiihni Mrs. Vijava LaUshmi T’amlit. Airs. Brijlal Nehru, Airs. 
Rharda Ben Alekta, Mis. S. ('! Muklieijee, Lady Alirza Ismail and Mrs. Ilansa 
Mehta .s’cerc/eo // . Mis. Bakslimi N. Meiioii (nnoMposed). I’r, usurer : AIis. 
Billimoiia. d'lu' president of the annual session, namely Begum IJamid A h\ will 
be the piesidimt of lh(‘ .Assoiualloii for the year. 

d'he (hmfeience next considered ami accepted with sliyht amendments the 
scheme of yroiip woikine in fntiiie, proposed hy Mrs Diittn and iceommciided by 
the WOI kmc, eoinnuiti'e, 

d he discussion on the report of ‘findinRS committee’, on the Economic, Rc- 
eonstruction Group, was resumed and the Coiiferenee adojiled the following ‘findings’ 
of the 'findings committee’, as amended at the Confei ence ; 

Maternity Benep^it Rciieme 

“AVe are strongly of opinion that the maternity benefit scheme would operate 
more equitably for women if the money were obtained by Government legislation 
from the empKiyors according to the total luimher of men and women employed. 

“We appeal to the tJovernments of tlie Piinjah, Bihar, Oiissa and of all such 
Rtatea wherein the Maternity Benctit Act is not in force, to take immediate steps 
towards legislation in this direction Iniving regard to the provision of creches as an 
absolute necessity where adequate number of mothers are employed. We recommend 
that the Act should apply to plantations and mines and other wage-earning women.” 
Btecial Legislation For Women 

“Until such time as India attains to a high level of industrial organization and 
efficiency, we demand that women be guaranteed adequate safeguards through the 
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a])pli(*ation of 8i)e'‘iiil meaBurca in industries involving; heavy night and dangerous 
labour”. 

WoMKN And CiiinDur.N In Unrk(;ulated Industries 

“We view with distress the aiinnint of exploitation of women and eliildren 
extant in nnregulated industries and loeoniniend that on Die busis o‘ tlie following, 
a detaih'd siir\ey ol the presimt conditions be nndeitaki'n by oiir brunelies and the 
respeetivi! (he eriiiuents, of l’io\inces ami Slates. 

‘‘(i) d'lie Idi toi-y .\<*t to be extei'dcd to all industries wliere Iheii’ are five or 
more woikms and whe-n* me-hani- al ])ower may or may not be ased. Until such 
time as Diis can be etVected wt' sueue^t that ;dl indiistiial conci'ins liowt'ver small 
Bhonld be i('ijistcn«d and allowed tv» woik only on the re-eipl ot a license. This 
license should imj)osc certain condilions saic" uaidine the v oi k(Ts and should be 
able to 1)0 wil.hilrawn if these conditions weie not. inllillcd. h'ln’cicd inspi’ctress 
v.onid Inive to he aj)]>ointed to sui-eivise tiiese unregulated indiisliics and make 
ciHpiiries on receipt, of complaints. 

“(li) All ioinis of laliour to be included and brought witliin the auiliit of 
existing and futuie legislation”. 

(hllT.D IjVT.OIUI 

‘'\Ve reconniKMid that invest icat.ions of tlie conditions of cliild labour 
sliould be conducted ih.iough our tuan du's und«'r the chisc diiTcUon of one 
meniher in clinrcc. 'J'hc ('onlcu-nce should acilalt' foi’ pioliihilion of cJiihl 
luhviur alon;: viiii hce and i-oni; m Is. »i y education up to the a’c ol J1 yi'ais. 

‘‘d’he oiiginal lecouimcndation (d tiie tinding comniiltce was (o urge for 
an ecoMondc older wlicitin t!u‘ adult, eilhei xolnntaiily or by legislation, 
will desist from employing cliildicn under liie a; (' oi II. d he Ch)iif(.i-(.|,,.(i 
accci>tc(l t!i(‘al) 0 \c amendment oi iMis. Ithella llao and deleied the oiigiual 
reeomiueiulal ion”. 

^Vo.MEN IN A(.RJ('TU rtui\i. Lmiduu 

“In view of Dm fact that ne have not sutfieieiit data in the matter of 
vomeii in ac i iciil t.n r;d lahoiir we rc‘-oinme:id Dial, the standing commit.ti'e 
ap]ioint eitluM- a small coniinittei’, or a memher i’l-charci' of Die suh'icc:, with a 
view to makiiii' clo^.c in\ est i nitlou not only oi women in agneuli.uial labour 
but also of tile ^.eiieral eomlitions ot lile of vomeii in ruial areas". 

1 XDP.i.Nous Indu i u:es 

‘‘We are eoinineeil of Die necessity of tlie (h'vclo’mumt of ‘Home Tndiislries’ 
and wouhl like to stress in paiticnlar tlie imi'oitame (d kliadi in tlie 
(‘conomie lifi^ of women, d'o Dus (.aid ve recomimaid oiii biamdus actively 
to im lease Du* sede (d khadi hy oruanizing sales (h‘pots as well as utilising 
hamiwoviai and handspiin (doth to the largest exient jiossihle in the home, 
d he developnu'iit and lexival of liandici’ai is and tlu' use of Duai products is 
consonant with the luogiess of vvomen as it has lieeii their special domain 
Die world over. 

‘‘We urge active support ol ‘Home Industrie's’ as a ]u)tenDal means of 
raising ‘die dignity and slaius of India’s womanliood in national lile and 
ensuring to a larce niimher ot Indian woman Dieii (‘commiie indepi'mh'iice”. 

'Two amendments w t're moved to the eommillee’s R'coni nu'ndal ion in n'gard 
to ‘Indici'iions 1 ndiisti ics’. Sanlti/tu Seva Sluiu'i (Jtl suggested the addition of ‘\VC 
furllier iiige the usi' ol Swadeshi, as far as possitde, to Die exclusion ol all foreign 
goods.’ d'he M'eommeiidation of the (ommillee referri'd to Swadeshi cloth and 
object of Sardand (Jil was lo ('inphasi/.e the use of all other Swadeshi things as 
well. Eventually the pri'side'iit was anlhoiisi'd io anu'iid Die woidings of the 
original re'eommenda'ion, wliielv v\ould iiicoriunate tlie siiggcslion of the mover of 
the ameiidnK'tit, instead of inserting a scjaiiati' (danse. IDis. Kniuilani moved 
the (h'letion of the last ]>aragraj>h of the reeommen(laD(jn in (Question and the 
substitution for it of the following ;— 

‘As the Women’s t’onferenee has sponsored the cause of Swadeshi consistently, 
it should be ohligatoiy for mcmbeis of this Coiifereiice to be habitual wearers 
of Swadeslu only’. 

Regitm 11 amid Ali ruled out of order Mis. Kripalaui’s amendment ns in her 
view it would be against tlie constitution and she suggested that Die mover might 
send it for the eousideration of the standing committee to incorporate such a 
condition in the constitulion. IMiss Natdu i('maik(‘d tliat as the amendment made 
certain things obligatory on the members, it amounted that it was a qualification 
45 
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miuired of mninhorR and therefore it ouj^ht to be part of the constitution. Therefore 
Hiicli a Hiij^^eslion should ^o to tlie standing- conimittcf', otherwise the passing of 
a rcHolulion by the Contereiice would be constitutionally inelfeetive. 

As the pioceediiiiys were bein;; condiicted mainly in English, Ilazra Begum 
remaikcd that as Swadeshi was beine, considered beneficial for the country, she 
did not understand why lier sisters did not use Hindustani lan^najj^e also; they 
nii^ht, if they did not want Hindustani, rule that only such women could be 
memliers ot the ConieriMice, as knew Enp.lish. 

Mrs. Kri pal (lilt wanted to iiiako a speech to indicate that her object was 
only to emphasize that the wish to use Swadeshi should also be translated into 
action, Imt she was not. allowt‘d t(j make a speech, as the amendment had already 
been rnh'd out ot order. Mrs. Kiipalani accepte<l the sup,i’cstion that her ])roposal 
should be reca^nsidcred by th(‘ standing committee and slie was subsequently 
asked to i^ivc notdec of it to the standing committee, as a sei)aiate lesolution. 

JnrBRACY Diiivm 

The Conference next consnh'red the rc'-ommendations of the Findinf^s 
Committee dealinc nith ‘Education,’ and accepted them with certain modiliea- 
ti(»ns h('r(‘ and theic. 

In the. ctinrse of the recommendation dealing*, with 'lilducat ion’, the (Vinference 
RU^L'csted that tin' branches should loimulatc a two or three yc'ar ]>lan for a 
‘literacy diivi;’, (lovernment and local btulies wi'ie aski'd to make necessary 
}j,ranlK for ('ducat.ion and to ajipoint adult education cuininitlees which should 
include women membeis. 

’hhe (loidVrcnce deplored the ])aucily of teachers, asked for an immediate 
increase in the numix'V oi tiaininp, institutions, and snuccstt'd that tin' <lovcrn- 
ment shonhi ensure that, within a pi'riod of scm'ii yi'ais no ti'acher ‘shall bo 
employed in a school unh'ss she has received adequate training’. It was 
emi)hasized that tc'achin^ of handicrafts, citizenshi}) and domestic science should 
he compulsory in traininp, institutions. 

Emphasis was also laid on physical ('ducalion in school, folk dancin}^ and 
Yofja exervis('. It was simi;est.ed that mid<lay meal should be piovided (free 
where in'cessary) for all school children. Stn'ssinjr on the necil of ('fl'orts for 
the reenlation of diets, tin* ('onfi'rcnce sue:i;<'sted that demonstrations of a 
balancetl dii't, should also be held at tin' annual conferences as wi'll as at branch 
meetinjAS, to which school teachers rnipht be specially invited to atteinl. 

V0(' A rio N A1 i ’I’ll AIN1N (} 

“'The followin^j; recommendations weia^ made with re;.qird to vocational 
trainine, ; — 

“'rhe necessity of vocational Iraininp; for p,i!ls is licint; ifu-reasinp-ly real!S(;d 
and moie institnUons lor this puipi)st' aie n'cpiired. Instruction may bi' pivi'ii in 
Hubj(x*ts such as arts and crafts, tailomm. domestic s.-ience, hotel ki'i'i'ine, cateiinpq 
doiiK'stic service and house-ki'cpiiii;. tsjiccial tiaininjj; should lie pi\en to rural 
woi ki'i s. 

“I'^pi'ci.il schools niny be established, whether by local or central authority 
or by tin' Eonlercnce blanches, to inip;ir1, inslrncii()n to iml 4 ;i,('nl women in handi- 
ciafls whi<*h wt)uhl enabh' them to become economically indept'tnh'iit.. Where 
such institutions are t'stablishi'd by jniblic cnlerpris('. (Jovcriimcnt may be asked 
to p,rant them every juissible anl, linancial and otherwise’’. 

ClTlZKNSllIl* 

With re;:ard to ‘Chtizenship’' the Conference recorded : — 

‘‘Wc look upon the lack of due cn ic cons<-iousn('ss in India today ns one of the 
main drawbacks in our national life. Inasmuch as litc'r.icy has been made a 
(pialilication for women's franchise and the A. 1. \V. C. has always s'ood for adult 
sutl'ra^e, it is doubly incumbent on us to train (nir womi'ii to a realization of their 
cl\ic- responsibility, so that tiiey will at the a!*i>ointed time exercise tin; rifiht of the 
vote in an intelligent and imi>artial manner. Narrow sectarianism and much of 
the inetlicicncy in our local bodies would disaiq)ear if the ci\ic sense of women 
were foundeil on ri^ht concepts. 

" The Conference is of o])inion that the teaching of the meaniii}; of citizenship 
should <;o side by side with all literacy and adult eilucation work. All women, not 
only illiterates, need such teaching;. Jt should inclmh' the special significance of 
the franchise, legal rights and disabilities oi women, civic rights and responsibilities, 
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find Hiich olhor Buhjects as the ]>()stjil syfileni, bankiiii:, cooperalive movement, 
Banitalion, liealth, hyuit'iie, homecraltH and molhen'ral't, etc. lUanelies sliould 
orj^anise this woik to he done by holli paid and volimtary woikers. 

‘ Mctliods Hii^^ested an' the teaching; of eivies in all schools, mee(in;:,a for 
women in /noltaUa.s (in\itations ^ivc'ii hy liouse to house ^ihi*in^), ])()Hteis, lantern 
slides (iieallh slides already in existence may he used), leetuicb cinema peiform- 
anees, radio-talks etc”. 

SOCIAI, IvlA'OIlM 

The recommendations of tlie tindinps committee on the ‘Social Keform 
Oioup’s rei>()rfc were considered. 

d'he rejioit on social relorm section touclu'd a larjAC variety of subjects, 
Ic'dslation rclaiini; to womenV ii;.>hts, tralhc in women, childien’s ]>rot('clion, women 
police, venereai diseases tieatmenr, ohscene tllms, inateinity and child-wclfaie, sani¬ 
tation and hyj.iicne, family planning, rural icconsti iiction, housinp of lahoiuinp, 
classes, social contacts the. 

7 \monp Bonn; (»f tin- notable recommendations or demands of the Conferenco 
may be mentioned the following :— 

('IIILDU liN’S riU)TK( rjON 

This (lonferenee sn;i,e<'sts an encpiiry into metliods of adojitino children and 
asks for h'^islation to prevent, adojituni of children by iinsatisfactoiy peojile. All 
])rovincial Governnn'iits aie urped to a»lopt childien’s ]nolcelion Acts, whicli should 
include |)enallies for tliosi; who use or em])h)y childien as bcjjeais. 'J'he conference 
sliould press for the opening of children’s CVmrts in every I'rov ince and state where 
such do not exist. 

Women J’olk'k 

This conference ai)proveB of the appointment of women ]K)lice for work 
amonjjst women and childien in cities as well as when t.ravellin;^, and specially 
urpes their a])pointment lor third class passengers on trains and at lailvvay stations. 
3die training, of women ])olice shouhl be under taken Ity provincial and state 

Governments. 

\M:Nin:i:AL Diseases Cases 

The present ]>rovision of skilled treatment beine, grossly inadopiale, S]'ecially 
for woim'ii and children sullerine, fiom veneieal diseases, this conlcK'nee iirf^es all 

healih and civil hosidlal anthoiiii('S to increase their in-patnait. accommodation, 

tudy eipiii'ped for these cases. A\'e further recommend branches to undertake 

educative ] > ro p ay, a n d a. 

OiiSOENE Films Etc. 

'Jdiis conference cinphatii-ally protests ayainst indecent pictures, cinema shows 
and sUnics ])resenled in the name ol art, and rccpiests the Hoard of ('ensors and 
the public to demand their su]>picssion. It also demands the siii)])ression of the 
]mblication in nevvsi»apcis and elscwlieie of obscene liteiature and advertisements. 

Social Coni*acts 

Bedieviny that social bairiers constitute one of t.lie yravest obstacles in the path 
of India’s proyress, we make a Icrvent appeal to all cili/ens to strive lor tlnar 
removal by (a) makiny social, intidlcctnal and cultural contacts, (b) ri'inoval of 
untouchability, (c) cessation ol communal institutions, (d) comparative study of 
reliyions, (e) common obsinvancc of all yreat festivals amf (1) ])roinotion of 
ifindiislani as a common lanyuaye and by all siu'h oilier means. 

Each branch ol the Conference miyht start a relief or hcl]) dejrartment, with a 
member-in-charyc, whose woik would be to receive, and, where jxissible, secure 
redress for iiersonal difiiculties ot women. Tliis would consist mostly in yiviny 
advice, or securiny loyal advice where nccessaiy. Huch a deitaiiment would briny 
Conference memliers in conlacd w'ith uic'er-privileyed women and miyht attract 
new members. Mohalla meetings, festivals and melas should also be used for 
making contacts. 

Family Planning 

The recommendation on 'family })lanning’ question gave rise to some 
discussion. The committee recommendation was as follows :— 

This Conference is of the oiiinion that the subject of family ])Ianning is of 
first importance to India’s health and asks that medical oflicers connected with all 
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municipal and Govenimrnt. women’s hospitals, dispensariso, and liealth centres 
shoLild ^ivc advice on contraceptives to married wonu*n desiring; this’. 

Some dcl(\t;ates out of iVL^ard for decency did not ld<c the use of the word 
‘contraceptives’ and tlic expressions BiiirsAestcd lor Bidjstitntion for tlie Avord 
‘(;ontiacej)lives’ W('re ‘s])acin^ or limitiipa, ol family’. iHlis. Unnila McJifii insisted 
on training in l)iitli control ))ein !4 included in the curricula of medical colle^('H. 
Eventually the Conference iicrf'pteil the recoinmendo'ion in the followini; form : - 
‘■'J'his C’oufereuce is of the opinion that the Mihji'd of family ]>lauuiuL; is of 
first importance to India’s liealth and asks tliat women medical otiicers conm'cted 
with all municiiud and (lovernment women’s ho'^pilals, dispensaries, and health 
centres should he authorized to uivc advice to mari’cd Avomcn (h'siriii” this, I'o 
this end we recommend that trainine, in the knowlcvlm' ol family ]danninc, in its 
various asjiects should form a ]>art of the medical cdm-aiioii”. 

liviii SorjAL Ci-ToMe 

Idle committee’s recomnn'iidation in neard to ‘e\il so ial customs’ lAas omitted 
by the Confci cikt. ddie recommendation Avas as lollows ; - 

“d'his ConfereiK'e nrtis liial all social ciisionis sliould he aliolished,* A\hi(di 
])ie\enl> AAomen from nsine tlicir time, skill and emu-ev lor AAoik iKuielicial to 
ihenisehes and tlieir lamili.'S, and Avhieh lune an nnfavoui a!>le elled on Avomeii’s 
liealiJi, edneation, menial dcandopim'iit and ('conomic jM»sition.’’ 

J//SS' Ndiiln remaik(’Ll that the in'commcndaiion was jnit so stronply t;ood or 
bud, including the ]':niics, would lie hanui'd. 

Ijii'.hj Umti-i Fido uL'ri'cd tliat tlu' rtv-omuiciulaiioii aaus vci\ Aapne aud remarked 
that tliey should mentuui spenli-- e\il customs Avhi'-h AAcr-c soiedit, to h(' abolished. 
She Bupecstcvl delet ion ol this re ■ommcmlat.ion altop.ei.her lor s]ie did not Avant 
that Avomen’s conleienci' should talk so Aaeuely. 

A/os.s- Slh'plicr-I said that, if they lo naming (>\ il social customs tlu'v Avouhl 

find (hem to be loo many. I^iie lieiself eouhl nanu' hi siadi customs slraielp, olf. 
Jt Avas necessary that those e\il customs sliould lie aholibhed eradually and siio 
faAOiired the ri'tenlion ol tlie recommimdation. 

JidjLnindn Antrit Kiidr said (liat (lu'y liad so many resolutions apainst 
diffeient evil soi-ial customs tliat a separate i)arae,iajdi like tliat amis unnecessary 
and she apn'cd Avith the i)ioiiosal that it should he dideled. d'lic Confei'encc apreeJ 
to delete tlie paraerapli in (pieslion of tlie icj'Oit, 

With tlu' coiulnsion of the consideration of llu' social ridorm section re]iort, 
the bubiiiess of the Conleiauna' Avas comiih'ted. ’flu: ]iresid<‘n1., in the course ol her 
eoncbidine rmnaiks, expu'ssed lier I'eeline of ai’ea) joy on the success of I,he session 
and specially on the pai ticijaitioii in the Conleieute this year ot tlie younper 
generation. She ('\picsscd Jua eieut apiu'ccialion of tlic arrauia'nu'iits made 1)A’ iliu 
ju'ceplion comiuiKce foi the c.onlcit'uce and for the ciPcrtuiinucnt. of (lie delepati's. 
Ah'iitionine spc'cially flic names o! /f//.s. J'tnidt, chaiiwoman of llu' comnuttcHp 
I\lrs. Zulshi, I'.Iis. A. th ilanerji and j\!is. Rni nima Lanci ]i, Mis. S. N. Ray, acfiie' 
{i,cneial secictary also imuh' a ilianksL'i\inp spi'ccli. " 

Ld(hi h'ditdi /Aio, i)]o]»osine a ao((' of thanks pai.f a plowiup trihnte to Lepum 
Hamid vtli. Mrs Sarojini Naidu. secondinp (lie acUc of thanks, said t.liat last nipht 
a l(h'.pram liad lu'cn recciAa-d l)y the pi('sidcaif. coni i'a ii:e to hci- tlie news of the 
serious illness of lu'r motlua-, Act. she did not Icuac the (Mtiference and she asked 
women to iolJow Ih'pnm TTamid All’s example and put national duty hefoi'c their 
liersonal ('motions. Mrs. laiidoonji euiii»uited the Adte of tiianks. The cunfereiiec 
then eoneluded. 

The All India Akali Conference 

Resolutions Allari—12lh. February 1940 

S/Kres AND THE CoNGJlE^S 

Tlie c'onstitulion of a standing minoiities commitbAe by the Conpresa to inspire 
increased eonlhlenci' in (lie minoiities of India in tlie Oonpress \vn8 reeoinmended 
in a resolution i)asKed at the All-India Akali Coferc/icc held at Attari, J5 miles 
from Lahore, on the 12th. February 1940. 

d'he resolution d/ui rceommemh'd lhat the nomination by the Conpreas 

of candidates from the minority comniunitiea to the various Lepittlatures in the 
country miphl be made in uceoidanee with the wishes of the Congressmen belong- 
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in^ to tho minoiity connerned and that definite instructions should be issued to 
the various doiiij r-ss oT'ianisations to nominate a due proportion of nKmbers of 
the minoiity c(>!nmunilics for election to local bodies, d’hc resolution also recoin- 
meiuled that tlu; minorities mij^ht be planted, by convention, an adeqn te ropreHcn- 
tation in tlie Conjiress oivanisation and that a Sikh I'onp icssman miiiht el\Ya}8 
be taken on the Working, ('.ommittee of the ('onpress. 

trhe C!onendorsed the C’onpress demand for comj lete indei'cndence 
and the ripht of the ]>eoplc; to frame tluir own conHiilution and urpid that in any 
maehincry lor c.ousl iI ui lou-makinp, the hikhs sliould pi't adequate i epi escidation. 
d'he (k)nf('r('nce assured the Indian National C’oneH'ss ot the w'..oh lu ai t( (1 siqijort 
of the Sikhs in any actn c' stinpple ior the aitainnK'id, ol Munplile indepi ndence. 

'The (-onlcM'ii'-c also I'assed a lesolniion leijnesl use, the (n>\eiiimenl to take 
early ste)>s to Indianise the Aimy and to impail ndiitaiy tiaininp to Indian }onlh 
on a hiipM' scale and make inovisioii for tin* mannlaeiuK' oi anus in Jnd'' 'J lei 
Conferenci' coiuh'mned tlie ('’(.mmnnal j\waid and leitciated the iei-cd\c of the 
“ranth” to carry on a ceaseless liplit ioi its abiopalion. 

A ]c. )lMtion viewinp; with deep concern lla* piowine emhinouis of ceitain 
JMnslima io conveit the ]‘nnjab into a part. oL ‘ral.islan’ was also adoplid and the 
Confeiance decided to n sist, sm h a demand i)y all ] os'sihle means. 

Tlic Confeience ad\ ised llic Sikh I'liiiccs to dmnofianse tlicir h'e islali\(i and 

adininistiative machiinny in keeping with t)u> sjiiil ol tlie times and to do all 

tha. w'as possible lor tin' well-beinp, ol tlie Siatc. 

A commitice consistinp of Master d'aia Simdi, S.aolar hanqnoan h'iiipln M.n.A. 
and (liaid l\arlar b^iiiph, im. n. A, and Sardai Ikisant Pinph was lojimd to ji'port 
on Sikhs’ riehts in Sikli htatis. 

d'he (loiifeience milhi.'.ed the Ihiionisl (io^eIl:ment in the I'nnjab for not 
liavinp adequately safep nauh d the iip.hts of t ikl'S in ]mhhc sen aa s. 

The tlonfeH'iice expiessial the oiunioii that land ic\eni,e should lie abolished 

and in its stead a tax on apqicnlt.nral incomes sheadd be intiod.u I'd. 


The KhaTa National Party 

Ilesolntions Lahore—2t>th. March lt)-iO 
Talis'I’An 1i>jc\ (’oM)i:mnm> 

Thai the division of India into I limbi and JMeslim indej endint stales as 
en\isape(l by the le^'enl. lesolntion fjf i1h' Muslim l.eapne, was fiamlit. willi the 
most danpeioiiH eonseqin'nces (h't i inuMital alike to the last inici i sis Of (be \:inons 
eommnnities and llu' connfiy as a whole was tin' \ iew exi'U'rsid hy the KJialsa 
National J‘arty, led hy P-ir An/o/c? mi/vA Mujiriui, b’evi'iini' .\i mister, I’lmjah, in a, 
lesolniion } assed at a meidinp ot the j'aity at 1 ahoii* on tlie 2t!lli. March liMo/ 

Jn the opinion of tlu' p-aily the lesidiition ol tlu' Muslim Leapiie has cKated 
u situation whitdi may mean a jiaitinp, of the ways for tlie hildis ^ and Muslims 
with whom the Klialsa National Tally has been eu-o]>ei ai inp in the ]'io\in<ial 
Autonomy repimo in the best inleu'sts of tlie i)]o\in''e anil tlu' t'lkh eommnnity. 
The I'arty hopes that, saner eonnsels will pitvail and a ealast iojTe tliat is slariim* 
the (‘ountry in tlie lace will lie averted. 

The resokition adds that it would he the heiphl of aiidacitY for anyone to 
imapine that tlie iSddis would tolerate ior a sinph' day the undiluted c()nimiinal 
Taj of any community in the Ihmjah which is not only tluir Jiomc land hut. also 
their lioly land. As a loidcal consi-qiience of tin* Juapue resolution the Sikhs 
the resolution further states, would he fully (Militled to claim hack tlie soverei'>nty 
of the J’nnjab whiidi was only held as a tinst by the Biitish dniinp tlie minorilv 
repimo of Maharaja Dalip Sinph. " nnnoniy 


The U. P. Sikh Conference 

Presideutial Address—Lucknow—15lh. April 1040 
The declaration that the Muslim Loapiic hy their Takistan scheme have 
dealt a blow to Swaraj for India was made hy Master Tara S'lnc/h, Tresidciit 
of the Shiromani Gnrdvvara Trahhamlak Committee, Amritsar, in the course of 
liis presidential address at the first U. T. Sikh Conference which’ met at Lucknow 
on the 15th, April 1040 in a spacious pandal elected at the Aminiuidaiilah Park. A 
larpe number of delepates from all parts of the province were present. 

Master Tara Sinph hoped that the Muslims of India would repudiate the 
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Lc'ftpuc BclioiTif'. IIo ninde it closir iliat SikliH did not want to nslior in f*?ikh rule 
and oxi'roHS(‘d their deteiniinalion to o|)]>Ohe any eoniniunal or foreijj^n rule. He 
ai)]K'[d('(.l lo Ids Muslim brethren not to be earned away by these ]^ioposals and 
d(;lay (he adv(’ut, of ^^^^alaj as he fell, tiiat any unn’asonable attitude taken by llum 
a1. this mouK'iit woidd ]>rove disasirous not only lo liie country l)ut also to Muslims. 
File speaker drew pointed alleniion to the ln;j,h ideals of Sikhism and stressed 
that Um a donnd Sutyhj-i orpanisetl the Sikh I’anth for the sei viee of humanity 
and tor atlbidinp. ])ic>leetion to the w(‘ak and not to rule others. ITe urj:,ed the 
Sikhs to ^et ready for every saeiiliee that they mipdit be (‘ailed upon to mak(‘. 

jMasler T<[r(L Siiinh added that the Akali Sena orjmnisecl by the Shirornani 
Akali 1 >al was not. desmned to overawes othms or eslablisli any communal Raj 
))i]t to nidlt^ the community and make them disdplined so as to meet. tJic menace 
of atheism which was thrc'ateninp, tlu; commuidty. lie appealed to the Sikhs to 
bi'come devout follo\\eis of tlu' faith and assuied them that tlie (dim would bless 
tluMU with the strt'U^lh \\hich tlieir forelatlu'rs possessed. 

]\laster d’ara Sinph. concluding, obseived that, on anixinp here he had learnt 
that Sikhs in V, R. M(‘re not p,i\cn oidiiiary riphts in the imlilic services of the 
])rovinces and \N('i-e b(‘inp> iicaled as runjalus. lie meed liindiis and IMuslims 
to pi\(* the Sikhs their due share, as was conceded in tlie case of Anplo-Indians 
ami otlier minoiities. 

The All India Kshatiiya Mahasabha 

Resolutions—Patna—Iktli. April lt)40 
hAKlSl’AN l)KNopN( J.I) 

The decision of the IMuslim Leapue “to vivisect, tlu' Indian nation into two 
separati' zones” tor Ilindtis and IMuslims was comh'mned in a ii'solution adopted 
l)y the All-India Eshatiiva Mahasabha at ]‘alna on the ITdli. April 1940 
with llaja lUilniilnr J<i</(fn7iat!i lui/.sh Snu/h ol Relvi\’an in the eliaiip d'lie 
resolution stated that liidia was one indi\isible nation for the iuole<‘lioii of which 
hundreds of Rajimt men and women had laid down their lives in the jiasl.. d he 
latest ])ron()uneements of Mr. M. A. .linnah were entirely anti-national, reactionary 
and iiniustilied. 

d'h(‘ Mdhavdjd of J)inunudi, movinp; the resolution, said that, the Conpress w'as 
also resi'oiisiltle lor the decision made by the IMuslim Jjeap,ue since they were 
shilly-shalUinp with the Eeaeiie lor a loop, time. 

^Thdkor JJanuntdati of tlu' rnnjab se\eiely (‘lilicisinp th(^T.('apue 

scheme said that then' could bt' neither Muslim Kaj nor Hindu Haj nor Sikh Raj 
in India but the only kind ol juacticable p^overnmeiit would be one rei>r('sentinp; 
all communities and in (('rests. 

d'he ('onlc'it'iice urped the ('Jovernmenl of India to piv(' tlu; Rajimt community 
adciluate rei'iesi'iitation in the ai my and plant ta'-ilitii's toi‘ recruitment, specially 
in VK'W' of the sei vices rc'iideied by the community in the jiast. 

dhe st('i>s taken by some' Indian J’linces Rajjmi. Riiuces, to 

associate with tlu'ir subjects the administiation of t.heir States” was welcomi'd in 
a lesolution which tiiped 'd.lie rest of their illustrious Rajput ITinces to follow 

their b'ad.” i t- v ■ 

d'he Edja luilmdur of h'diiujorh moved a resolution on the i'ro]^osed kshat.iiya 
collepe at JiUcknow and utilisation ol funds raisi'd lor the juirpose of edueatinp; 
the community. It was adoi>t('d. 

Addressiiip; the Conference', His Iliphness the Malntraja of Dewas (Junior) 
stated that lor the Rajputs, tlie time liad now' come for action, d'iieir repem'ration 
sliould be S]uritual. The first, duty of a Kshatiiya w'as to relieve the sutrerinp's of 
others. They must also remove faction and disunity which had crept amon^ them. 

The Berar Provincial Conference 

Presidential Address—^Yeotmal—14th. January 1940 
‘The main task before us is not wliether we shall aceejit ofliec or not, hut 
it is to achieve Swaraj hv non-violent means and to evirlve a new social order 
based on iierfect equality,” observed Mr. B. G, Khar, ex-Rremier of Bombay, 
presidinp over the Berar I’rovineiul Conference held at Yeotmal on the 14th. 
January 1940. 



—14 JAN. ’40 ] THE rEESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 359 

There waw no dearth of people within the Oong:resa, said Mr. Kher, who 
aceused the Workiii'; t’oinniittee of a lack of initiative and an a 5 j;t;resHivc 
proj^rainine of act ion and wanted (he nation to follow them. Jlowever, Mr. 
Klier thought it was essential that the nation followed tlie Ooimicss and I\Ialiatma 
(_}andhi. lie exhorted the conterenrc to dei hire its ^nll euntidenec in 
]\lahatnia]i’s h'adei ship. 

I'l'ocei'iliiiL;, Air. Kher nd’erretl to the new 1 mh'ja'ndeiK'e T’l('di;o and 
eoinmended the constrnet.ivc pro;!.rainme and llie em]>hasis laid on it. If the 
Swaraj, which India was to was to mean aci-nmulatiiin oL wealth in the 

liands of a few and the masses to lemain liall-stai v('d, it, would not mean full 
Swaraj. Khadi, Chaiklia and village indnstin*s were tlie only way to avoid BUeh 
a state of (hin^AS d'lu'y were also calculated to create iini'y and discijilme. If 
not for anythin” else at liaist for its value in this diiection, tnis pledge should 
be Rn])scribed to by even those who did not in juinciplc a-cej)! it. 

The ('onyiess, Air. Kher asseiti'tl, was the only or^.anisation that, represented 
all tlie castes, erei'ds and (dasses in tin* c()nntry. Tlie Hindu Alahasahlia and the 
Alnslini Tjca^iU' w'cri' conununal oreanisalions, d he t’oneit'ss was not. The 
communal ju'oblein was an oil-shoot of tin' communal ele<-toiates and it would 
not be soh’cd until and unless tlu'V were abolisiied and replaced by f^eneral 
eonstitin'in ics. In this coniu'ction. In' iireed the ne.•es^ify ol incia'ased contact 
with th(' Aluslim mas.scs, w'hich, fiom liis ja'ison.al exoci n'licc, was not a dillicnlt 
task, 'riie ]U()')lem of unlouchabilil.y, sanl Air. Kher, was one which ("ioii^Aress 
was Btiiviii” iiard l,o sohe and ed'oits in that diiection would ha\e to be maintained. 

Saudau Tatiu/s (M’LNiNi. Ai>]u:e-s 

Saidar V^(ilhi!>}ihh>n wdio o[)('ned the Confeieii'a*, r('\ ii'wcd the ])r('sent 

])olilical situation in tin' conutiy and as^eiH'd that tin* (’ouak'ss ]>r()”iamme 
alone was c'apalih' ol wiuiouc indi'pcudein*'.'. d'lie Coiipjess forum was open to all, 
iiTCspt'ct.ive ol eas'o' or cn'i'ii. 

heienin,” to Air. Alley’s re-eiit di'.-laration that he wainld ri'frain from takiny; 
the new J inh'peinh'iice ldeda,e on .ianeary dd, t*^ardar Tatcl nia Ic an earnest, ajipeal 
to Air. .Alley and odicrs t > eoalortn lo tin: W^o'kin”' (1, nii ni 111 ee’s reso] utiem. 
d'iie jicople of Hciar h<ok<H lo AI.” Aiii'V lor the l('a<l. IK' uraed him to ])ly 
the cliarkha and tliiis assure .Mahatma (l.indlu of this siippoit of Eeiar. 

He assc'i ted tliat the piesent (h'adi )ek wa^ c.ip.alile of s ilutioii only if the 

t’ou'j'ess demand lor a declai'a! n>ii ol India's freedom and the eoin'oealion ot a 

it iieni .\ssemhly wi'.e a-a'll'd 1(>. 'I’iie ('on..,ress could eo hm-k lo oHiee 
to-morrow' if it so ehoM', but it would not do so until and unless its demands 

had been met. 

.Vn/'(/i/r /'iifi'l then referred to the ap'peal made to Alahalana (landhi by leaders 
from Aladias and I'xjuessed wonder how^ jieo'ple wa'ie easily led away. He was 
paiueil to mile tin* silence of tin* Troviin ial (lovernors with ri'Lpud to the charees 
levelh'd against the Ooneiess Alinislrn-s by I In* Aluslim Leapne. It only the 
(ioveiuiois S])oke the truth, fin* L(‘;i”in' woiihl la* exposi-d. 

.Vppi'alinp ior nnily within the (Anmiess lanks, the sh/ri/ne said tliat some of 
them were impatient. 4'he J^’orward Hlork had been threah'iiin” to do somelhiin; 
for lh(‘ ])ast, twohe months t!ion”h nothin” had Ix'en done so tor. The situation 
with wlii-'h the country was confronted w'as most seiious. 'i he only leader who 
could ”i\e a real lead was ALilialma (landhi, wlio was pledg'd to non-violenee. If 
tln'V expected Mahatma (landhi to h'ad tiiein, tliey should di'inonsl rato llieir faith 
in liim, their fatli in non-violcuec and their fatlii in the eonstiuctne p]0”ramme 
laid down by the Woikiu” (.'ommitti'e. 

Relerrin”; to the new I !nh'i)(*ndence IMi'dye. .shur./n/- Pafrl said that tlie i'led”C 
itself wuis ten yeais old. it was a ith'dpe lor independence whi(*ji tin* country took 
ten years ai^o at Lahore. The khadi ])U)L:rainnn' was older still ; the lla” they were 
salntinj; Iiad the charka in it,. Jle wondered liow anybody I'onld he op]>oscd to 
such a jiro”ramine in whudi there wuis nothin” lu'w’. He made a feivent, aj'peal to 
Air. Af. S, Aiit'f/ and others o[>pv)sed to the new pledee to revise their attitiuh*. The 
charka was Soidalism in praciice. He ur”e(l Kerar (^lou”ressmen to sink their 
diirercnecs and stand united behinel Alahatma Clandhi. 

RESOLTTri(3NS 

A resolution cxpresslrpr conlidcnee in the wisdom of the AVorkinp; (Committee 
who had taken the lirst step in laiinehiii”’ the iion-eo-operation movement by 
asking the Ministers to resign was adopted by the Conference. The resolution 
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rcileratorl Ihc df’inaiid for a Constituent Assembly and dcelarcd full confidence in 

the Icader^hii) of Maluitnia (uindlii 7. i,- • i 10 1 rr 1 

AnotluM- resolution moot'd ))V the lion. Mr. />. Biyam endorsed the additional 
clauHO in the 1 ndc-.H-iivlence ldedi;e and calh-d upon all Con<;ress inemhers and 
nnisses to rally stion- under tlie t\.:i -ress lla^ on .lanuary L’G. d/r. /y///nou‘announced 
tliat he would shortly issue a cncnlar cni')od>in^ detailed instructions. 

Mr (r>h'iii!c ex-:\Iinist(!r, s(‘c()nded the i<‘soiuli()n. In a viy,orous speech, he 
Bupport(‘d tlu! sclieiiK' aduiubrat-'d by Ihc Lerai riovincial CU)ni;ress Coniniiltee 
K'caidiiiL; the formation of a td)ii^ri'SS Volunteer Corps and made it clear that 
voUinteers should not be bound to join the bat)a;.;iaha movement. 

The Tamil Nad Provincial Conference 

41st. Session- Cliinglepiit Itrcl. February 11)40 
d i'E \Vi:L<'oMit Anoui’.sri 

d'be forty-first session of the Tamil Nad Provincial (\)iiferem'e was held at 
Athiir, near t^binidcpu; on tlic February 1040 under the ]>iesid('ncy of I\lr. T. 

-\ I ;}i 'A ( h W ti('(ii 11 1 na the Icadcis, (hdi'catcs and ^usilors, 

d/V. ATaA/;/'-/’■ :m. j.. A., said that t^mcic^smen ol 1 he_ (ddne.leput 

Histiict ilccmcd it a yicat. ]»!ivilc.’c to be able t,o enteitain all iJic 

('on^’icsstmm ot tbe rio\im-c at tiie pbve and thanked the Con- 

oi-("'>nu“n of dinncNibv for iiiakin'-' such ;i Ibini’^ poscible hu ^ llu' ( jiinch'pnt 

hislind. A poor dislM^'t, tinlhcr impoMcisbed iiy a lamine, Chin,c,loi>iit mi;;bt 
not. be \'('rY ionaid in eaiivinu on the conslrneti\e ]'roa.r,Hnnu’ ol ('onjari'Ss. ^ Put 
('oncn'srum'n* of the distiiei. u ere lu'bind none else in tlieir d(‘sir(' foi l^waraj and 
ca'U'iness to welcome ('oin iessimai fiom ;dl ]'.a:ts ol the eoimtiy. 

d'lie ('onbueime, Mr. JBi n L m f: a I •> rn conliuncd, was ineellny’, at a time wlien 
the country was pa-sinc itiioneh a moinenlous i>hase of its history. Indeed, tliey were 
/-ohe- ihiAnah 'the bt^t chai'icr ol Indi.i’s strneMe lor freedom wdiieh, he tell sure, 
weislmund to eml lu only one \\a> -in com deie sue-ess for India, ddie enthusiasm 
with will'll tbe Ind.coi'ndana' 1'ay was teleb:-vled leeently was an unlailine index 
of the detm-miiia'oon oi the pe.M-le to win lieedom. d’hc cause was in tlie safe 
(d'larto' <d Viab.alma Caiidbi wb- was now ineoaiiiii; them for th(‘ eominjA- striierde. 
The ^ lo'-einnieii( eleaily “(dim!)ine tlown”—a sure indicrJion ot the eUleaey 

ol lh(^ metliod of V'-.o va;/r.vli:i. Put. t.heie was still a anil between th(> (bmeress 
demand ami tlu* Viceioy’s I'lomi^e, tlamyli lib', latest uth;ranec was eeilainly an 
adiVanee on his laulur j)!ononm-ements. 

The t'one less demande(h d/r. B!) al. fa 1 a f<a la lu w'ont, on, tb<at tin! future of 
India should lie sibtled tlnoueh a Consliiuent Assembly and assnied safei^nards 
for tlu‘ minoiities. No minoiily eommnniiy whi(di stood hy demoeraey e<mld with 
jiistilieation oppose tins <]<'m;ind. ^'('t there were those (daiiniipL; to S’teak for 

minoritii's wdio opa)(>sed this ilemaml whi.di piovided the best imbdiod o!^ deeidinp; 
India’s bonslitiition. home ladieal ])olili-ians too contended that a Constituent 
Assembly i-onhl come only after India lead siieeeeded in a BtripL’p,le but he would 
BU'-ee^^t, Ihal. India was at pieseni. canyiiiLt on the slriu^ph' and the Viceroy, on 
behalf of tlie Ibiiisii (b j\ ern imm t, had iir.iledthe Ckmma'ss to dismss a settlement. 
Fven sliould the deems^ions heiweeii iMahalniii (Jandhi and the Viceroy result in a 
Beitleim'iit on tln^ basis of Pominmn htatus, ^Yllil power to sever the Pritish 
eoinie'-lion, they should nmiember the pledpc they took on t,he Independenee Day 
that (heir <;oaI Mas Puma Nwaraj aed sc\'ciane(; ul tlie Piitisli coniicetioii. dill 
that coal was achieved Ibi'v could n<)t rest (piiet. 

Pcferi iim to anti-tkdiLiress i omhinations Mr. Blxtl’lavalralani said that these 
were the n'sulis ot tiie muivities of some inleiesleil jiolitieiaiiB and were at varianeo 
with the amity whndi eharaeteiised tlie relations of the immihers at hir‘;c of the 
(litleriMit eominiinities. N()twiths!andin;j^ the reactionary aetivities of these “leaders” 
the country was sine to rea-di its p’oal soon. With the attninnK-nt ol Swaraj, the 
ills that peoide siitrered from w'cre hound to vanish and bo they need not regret the 
resignation of tlie CVmpress Ministry which had for its object the fnrllicrin^- of the 
country’s cause. It wuis for tliem, Mr. Pliaktavatsalam said, to consider how best 
to ae(‘elerate their march to Swaraj. (Taiidhiji had undertaken to lead them and it 
was for tlumi loyally and implicitly to tollow him. Let those who diil not liclieve 
ill (iaiidhism, he‘saiil, stand aside or pursue their own way without doing anything 
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tliiit would wo:ik(Mi ihu Conj.';rosB. llo would nppr;il to all (l()ii^rpfi,sinou to attuuod 
to tin; pLO'^rauiuK.; that (hiudhiji clialkod out for tlKuu ovtui alter they h;id atlaiued 
fivodoni. 'I'liey luid not only to attain freedom hy non-violeiit means hut should,— 
HO (laudtiiji w^anled^-sustain il by non violene(\ (dandliiji uiaed them to spin and 
HUppoit Khadi, and they had ]di’de('d themselves to do so. 'Tlfy had also pled_;ed 
tlnunselves to rc'Spoiid to the; rail ol tlie eoiintiy whenever it sin uld come. Let 
thejn try to k('(^j) that plmlee. 

‘■L(!t us not waste our ener^di's”. .If/-. Jl'uiktdfdtsuhnn sari iu eotielusion ‘in 
futile arj.'urncMiI at ions, la-iious (piaiiels, unmva'ssary eonl.rovei'Mes and discussion of 
m)V('l theories pionoiiuded by so-ealied liiemls, but real unfiUMids, si'eknrj, to lessen 
the j»res!a'’e of tin' doimress. Let us sU'er id»*ar of provitn-ia! jealousies and 
('.ommuiial squali^ules. Iv'i, us follow Maiiatma < landhi ami act up to our pled;_-,e 
tiial we may attain fieedom eaily.” 

l’RK.sn>ENTIAL Al>l)ltE-S 

Mr. T. S, Ani/ia';'tilrnr/ nil t 'ni in the eourse of his presidential address, 

Raid that- thines had moveil fast, in re-ent months, in tlie politeal spln'ie. ddn' 

Wbii', thoiijih expee! mI, })urst upon India lather suddenly, ddie ('oiu;ress had 
jintieipated tliewar I'oi' many years and pass-al many lesolutions from linn' to time 
but tlie a'tioii of tin* JUiiisli (Jovernim'iit in inclinhnp, India amoui; the bellijereuts 
and tin; desj)aleh of Indian tro;);'S tiliioad Avithout any sort of eonsiiltat ion or 
eons<'ut fiom ttie n'iueseni.iti\es of the Indian people eniib'd fiatsli issues, d'lie 

prievanee of non-eons’iltalion became worsi; when eompari'd to tin' previous 

consul! at ions held by tb'; ihiiish (l)\ernment, with the j'eojde ot the Liiminions. 

(^intinuiiii;, 'Mr. A rt n-i.-Jn! ni(/ii ni f'hdii.ir said that the (.lonp,ress (Jovern- 
meut lurl achieved rreat success in the many lelorms they had enunciated, 
like lb-o!iibition, abolition ol nntoiichability and reviueiipi; the indel)levlm'ss of 
the aeiicult.ui ists. I’lohibilion was only lialf done, d'he m'lii'ral it y c»f the 
people wanted t'onriess .Ministries to continue their beneheit'n t, actnities. ddic 
(pK'sliou aro;e whether tlu' (loiiercss, as a ju’olest, should withdraw^ th(3 
iMinistaies and start aaain a non-vioh'tiL war apainst the Lrilish (Jovc iiment. 
jMr. (.diet liar I lien d-'.ilt with the all.ilude taken by the Ctmij,ress Working 
Committee and the A. T. C. C, and the resolutions ])assed by them, tlie 
resignation ot Coiijjs'ss TMinistries and said that instead of congratulating 
Cougiess .Ministi ICS oil their courageous act of patriotism, Mr. M. A. Jumii/i 
(Mim; forwnird with an api'cal to c('lebrate a I >ay or I )eli\erance. ]u>r some¬ 
time betorc, Airuh;ut iM'opaganda was carric'd on to t,he ('tll'ct that the Congress 
I\I mist I ie,s had been unjust to Muslims. JOven wdien the alleuations in the Ihrpur 
Jteport had been dispioM'd, the alb'eations wn're still made. It seemed, as if 
tle.'V had taiili in the stahunent ot iierr Hitler that falsehood olt re[)eateil 
would come to be believed as true. 'The Coneiess I’lesideiit’s offer to refer 

tlu'se items of giie\auccs to the Chief Justice of the Federal Court was 
rejected and allegations are still being made. 

rroceeding, Mr. Clicf/nir said that the Muslims were 7 lAor cent of the iiopu- 
lat.ion of the province. According to the statistics for tlie year I'JtkS-dO, tlieir school- 
going poDulatiou was MM. .Among males, the general jiercentage Avas ](r3 Avhile 
that of the Aluslims was Ib’G. Among the girls, tdie Ceneral percentage was I’d but 
that of the Aluslims b l. In spile of this, spe<-ial assistance had been given to 

Muslims by Avay of scholarships, etc. d'he MusliniH had free admission to all 

(foverumeiit ami Loi'al Hoards institutions. Bi'sidcs these, there were scjiaraie 

schools for Aluslims. ()f tliese 3,dS7 were eh'meutary sidiools, IS secondary sehoois 
(including iMiinieipal, (h)V(;rnment and Aided) and one College in Madras. Beside.s, 
for Muslim Iioys and girls in ail sdiools only half fees were being charged. One 
eonci'ssion, Avlncdi was denied to all other communities, Avas being allowed to 
Muslim girls in towns like Madras and Madura, that is, free conAcyancc of girts 
to their schools. Jn local hotlies, it w'ould be seen that wdiile a certain ])ereentage 
ot seats were reserved for Muslima they had a right to stand in general constituen¬ 
cies also rarely exercised. Here Mr. Chettiar gave tigurea of their actual ]iopula- 
tiou and tlie percentage of seats they oecuiiied. He shoAved that the percentage of 
seats that Muslims held in excess of tlie ])roportioii of their ]) 0 ]mlation. Further, 
after capture of local boards hy the Congress, in many Alunicipalities and District 
Boards [Muslims had been elected as Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and as Presidents 
and Vice-Presidents. 

Special consideration was shown to the Muslims in the matter of appointment 
of Government services, Mr. Chettiar added. The usual age limit for Government 
40 
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Bervipcs was relaxed. Besides, there was the rule of communal rotation followed 
in the recruit men l, to most of the (lovernmeut departments. According to that 

they got two Jobs out of every 12. and that came to about 17 per cent. 

I'b'om tbe iiuur<'S it would, he said, be clear that the propaganda of ill-treat- 
meut of Muslims by the Cougres Oovernment was, ‘dalso, untrue .and wanlon.” Mr. 
II. (\ Mttkhrrji, ])r(;sidiug over the All-India Christian Ooufcience said that the 
IMuslims liad not suHbred any s )rt of disability by virhie of their being in a 

minority but in all places they had received concessions at tbe expense of Iheir 

Hindu biethren and that the more the concessions shown tlnun, tbe more unreason¬ 
able tiieir tbrniands ixicame. He did not, however, suce^'sf itgit. Muslims had no 
grievances at all. ^Vbere they iiad any, it was up to them all to lind out the real 
reasons for their gi'icvances. 

l"or soim^ yeais past, ^Ir. A rtnu^luhnciani ('hvtrar said, the Muslims had been 
forming a separate communal paity on the I)asis of tluii la'licion. Ib'cause it. was 
e(nnmunal and la'ligious and (»thcr commnuili(‘S could not join tbe organisation, 
tlu'y bad always to remain in a minority. This disability bad cK'atcd lot, of lieart- 
burnin'.s amo-r st .Miislmis. Separate ('leclorates liad ma b' matters woise. d’be 
real solution bu this hla<e of atl’airs was formation of juii'tics on iioliii'-al and (’co- 
nomi'- iss;i{'s, with t.iu' lib^n'ty of all people who shared opinions to Ix'come mmu- 
liers of t.lie ])aiiy. “'J'be ]ncscnt (a)mmunal bjcbei ings,” tbe i’la'si.lent said, “have 
cocit''.! a lot. of 'pain and hopeh'ssness. But our (‘on\i'’tion that e ba\e treated 
IMuslims ttith fanuiess and (oen generosity must sustain us. 'Die only way out 
to Solve tbi^ c.immumd (iiu'stiou is t.o due'fly a]>pioa«-h Ibi; )'iiislim masses and 
explain to t'nein tlie i cal facts of the situation. I know it is dilii'-iilt. to sjU'i'ad tbe 
truth in an at.inos:.bo're oi distrust and suspicion but dibhcult as tlii' tiling is, it 
lias 1,0 be done. We mast make ii]) our minds that in oiu pcisonal li', (\s and 
a^'lion w'e spii'ad feelings of ]>u)theibood and love amoinm.t all com inunities.” 

R.i'ferrin.g to tin* suggestion for eomposit.e cabinets, Hr. A\'inashilingam said 
that, the Instoiy. the basic ju'iin'ipdes and tbe ideology of tlie (tongiess wei'e (piiie 
ditrerent liom the League and he womlei'ed luiw it vvoidd be posiuble for tlie 
followers of two such ilitlerent ideologies t.o Avork together. Tbe examjile of Ibigland 
(luring the War Avas cjiioted in tliis eonneclioii ; but they sliould not forget that 
there was tio tbiid party iu England Interested in making the t no ]>arlies (jiiaiiel, 
Emler tin; pu'seiit. eirciimstanees t.liese joint Mniistiies Avonld be an absolute failure 
and would not Imlo iu any Atay to solve ditre'ultics. 

Tlie Congress demand for a Couslituent Assembly ebxdcd on adult, siiflragog 
be eon tuom.'!. luul met wit.h oji'positiou from some (piarte.rs. bjicrc wcie those avIio 
said tbe ConOitiieiit As.sembly would be a roi)Iica of tin* b'gisbiturcs of the Aarious 
])ro\im'cs and that the (Jougri'ss AAOuld conu^ in a large majority in tbe t7)ns! ituent 
Assembly also. But lie asked Avbat they eonld do if tbe peo]>le gave such suopoit 
to tbe (’ongress and icturued only Congressmen ? Surely, tlpit conbl jiot be a 
valid grii'vauce against tlie (.hingress 'riierc Avcrc others like Sir IMafiiice Cwyer 
and Sir Sikamler ilyat Khan avIio thought that an Assemlily like the Constituent 
Assmnbly Avoiild lie of no use in tlie matter hut only a small fxxly could eon- 
v('iiicnily do this AVork. But, he Avished to imiiit out that the idea of a Coustituent 
Asstuulily (lid mb jue'lmle tlie idea of a sraaller committee, d'bere could be com¬ 
mittees even like the Select CommitbAes in tlx* legislatures and they Avould be fully 
re])i'es“ut:itive of all 0 ]>inious iu the Constituent Assembly. 

^'Swaraj is our lAirth-right”, Mr. Aviiiaslulingara Chettiar said, “and we only 
have till' right to determine the constitution of our country and the British (Toverii- 
meiit,. which liroclaims that it is fighting for the freedom of the nations of the 
Avorbl, must, coneede this claim, if they want our eo-Oj>eratiou. d'lie resignation of 
the txmgress iMiuislry is but the hist step in our non-violciit warfare. Whef.her 
tlnu'c is going to be a bitter struggle ahead of us or Avhether tliere Avill be a 

]X'ae(’ful seflemcut it is too much for me to say. Wc must be ju-cjiared for e(ju- 

tiiigeucies. It augurs ill for a nation if it is unprepared Avith a \A'ar looming 
ahead, ddiat is not the Avay of suceess. Our struggle will be non-violent. Our 
leader is lAIahntma Gandhi. Let us make ready and follow his behests and orders 
iu every iiartieular and every minute. That is the way to strength, diseipliuc and 
suceess. 

^'What does he want of us? Ho wants us to show in our lives a spirit of 
brotherhood towards .all e.ommuiiities to work for the dciiresscd and downtrodden 
and wear khadar. He Avauts us to take a vow to spin regularly and keoj) up the 

vow. Let us have an uiiquestiouing faith iu all that he says ami give him absolute 

obedience. 
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“The world is in the throes of n war,” said Mr. Clieittiar in conclusion. “If 
it continues, it may destroy a lar^e ])ortion of the world and its civiJi/alion. India 
has a message to olFer in these trouhlous times. Our non-violent waJ' shall he not 
only for achieving our independence but also to show the world a higher way of 
])eace and love for the solution of the world’s di/liculties. 

“Jjiberty is a jealous Goddess. She docs not bless us uuiCBS 'vc are ready for 
the greatest sacriiices. We are liaving the world’s greatest man as our leader and 
if we fail it sludl not be bee.ause of liini. Let me humbly ai)pcal to all, old and 
young, to follow in the footsteps of this greatest man of the country and that way 
lies our victory.” 

Mr. DksaTs Oj'enjnu SrKE('H 

After Mr. df. Bhakiavattudam, Chairman of the Reception (Committee, had 
e'’tended a coidial welcome to all in the assembly, i\lr. Bhulubhai hesdi 

formally inaugurated the ]>rocecdiiigB. 

In the couise of his s))eecn, Mr. Besai reviewed the poliliriil d('\eh'-] ments 
leading to the resignation of tlie (Congress IMinistiics and lh(‘ CVmgrcss demand 
for a declaration Irom the Riitish Government. Ife referied at length to the 

claim of certain sections of tho peoi»h! to be a sejiarate nation and said that 
while this was a futile theory the I\Iuslims had no substantial giievancc but 

liad created this “emotional giie\ance.” 

Conditions in India to-day, IMr. Desai said, were sm-h that it was 
incn.iibent tm them to reorganise themselves and their emrgies and concentiale 
on the tasl: of drawing in together “all the thieads of the Sndian people” 
in order that tliey might stand united in the sliuggle, it ii was to come. 
The time was long gone by wlien one could say that Luba consisud of 

many nations e^'cn thoiieh tl.ere were a few wh.o wi'ie (oollianly eiumgh to 

ass('i t. so. idntual contact and frequent meetings on common platfoiins would 

stK'ngth.en thcmi in a manner wdiich ihey could not fully im-asioe. It was in 
tliat, feeling tiiat lie had accej'tcd tlie honour coio'encd </n him. Huy nu't 
that day in an atmosjduMe in India which was not mcicly full ol iiopc but 

ev(Mi fuller of eon tideiiee. (\>ngi essmi'ii were above all else idc'alists and it 
was not for them to measiiie the time talom lor tlnar acliievcmcnts in Icims 

ol standards obnoxious to their own crei’d. Reing idealists, ami ^iatyagiahis 
they '■oiild know no faint-heartedness or defeatism. 

He had often lieeii asked, I\lr. I )i'sai continued, as to when Gandhiji 
would be starting a Sat^agialia cam]>.'ii;gu. Tlie reply he cave to the ('mpiiieis 
waiH llnit tiu' answer must come fiom (lie j'copie and not fiom aujwlieie (dse. 

ddie fust Hl('p 111 noii-co-o]ieratioii vi/... resignation of the Coimrcss ?diiiis- 
ti ies, Mr. J )csai said, was lakeii after deeji and Uioiough considm aliou. 

Oiiice was only an intermediate stage in their march to their goal. Reing 

thus only a provisional stage in ilu'ir onward mareli, c^•en if the war iiad not 
])reei]-itati'd it, resignation from oHice was bound to eome sooner or later ; 

foi', indeed, they could not have lield on to IMinistiies in the ])]ovinees. If 

tlicy had done, Riitisheis would surely Iiavc said that the Indian ))eo{de 

weie eon lent witli their own powers ami administration and one need not 

be so foolisli as to disturb their eqnaiiimily or so aggressive as to give 

them more tlian what they wanted. It w’as, therefore, inevitable tliat they 

filiould HO sliaiui tlieir activities as to (continue and kee]) up the ‘bital sense 
of struggle” for Rnrna Swaraj which was now “not meiely the goal but 

the immediate next stc]) forward.” Resides there was also the outstanding 

event by which tho woild was shocked—the outbreak of the war—and 

immediately the question arose whellier Indiaiis who were called iqioii to 

figlit for the freedom of Roland should not seek their own freedom. The 

issue became at once a lest of the sincerity of Great Rritain and tJie 

earnestness of the Indian peoidc for Swaraj. It was the latter test they had 

to stand n]> to and that wuis the pledge they had recently taken on Inde¬ 

pendence Day. If the freedom of other i)eople had any value, the freedom of 
India had greater value for them. The demand of the (.kmgncss was quite 

plain. The earnestness of the Congress demand and its inevitability were quite 

])lain to the Britishers to-day. 

Mr. Desai then referred to the discussions of the Viceroy with prominent 
Indians and subsequent Viceregal pronoun cements and said that if the Viceroy 
was intent on finding out Indian public opinion, he should have found it 

in the huge electorate which voted for the Congress in the central and 
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provincial lc^;iBlative elections. Not only had the Congress a majority in 
provinces 'vvliere the Congress Ministries fnnclioncd, bnt even in tiie other 
provinces the Congress could easily have formed INlinistries if certain courses, 
which tlie Congress did not feel it dignified to ado]>t, had ))ecn resorted to. 

Indians, Mr. Desai continued, constituted one nation just as the Japanese, 
the German or the English or the French were. It was amazing, therefore, 
that 1 ) 00 ] tie should suddenly suggest that they had become more than one 
nation. The two merits of the last reforms wi-re the extension of franchise 
and the recognition that India was one nation i)ound by ties of material, 
geogra])hical and political interests and for whom democracy was poing to be real. 
It was amazing tliat on the Congress Ministries resigning, they should be told 
that India had been transformed into a welter ot nutionalities. How could they 
retrace the ste])s they had taken for a long ]wiiod and certainly within the last 
sixty years ? The ideal of one nation liad been kept u]) bel'ore them until it had 
become a reality. 'To go ]>ack would be to undo all the good work ol the Chugress. 
It was also amazing tliat those who heliicd to build u]* this naticuihood sliouid, 
even for propaganda, ])ropound the new theory. How could l\rr. Juiunh re-writc 
Ids ])asL s))cerh, go back on his past record as member of the Home K’nle League ? 
It was a futile edbrt to talk in the languae.e which ccitain Muslims indulgcil in. 
H' was a methed which would recoil aith incr(“as(‘d force, a booineranu oi mIucIi 
he wished to warn and caution J\Ir. Jinnah. Ibit for the lesig nation of the 
C-ongri'ss Ministries, tliis matter would not. have come ii]i. It w.-is Ix'l.ter imh'cd 
that when the \Ahole constitution was to be recuist and India was demanding greater 
freedom, this qiu'stion should also be laced finally liy tlumi all. It was up to 
tliose who raised tin? gliost to lay it. It was idh' to ask the tVmgress to make 
terms witli those who wanti'd to lewrile the Inslory of India, and fake India Itack 
sixty years, undoing the gieat ]H)litical work of lliese yi'ais. 'Tlu' Liiiislnis liad 
ultimately to aidcnowledge the iact that, tlie ‘Altislim grii'vancc's” weie either I'x- 
aggeraled or in most eases non-existent and in(lee(l designed to rouse eomiiinnal 
bitterness, d'he grievanct'S were not sedistanfial bid, as a Lnro| can Msilor to 
India, a politician of consequence, leceiitly remarked, ^din emotional gI’ievain-e”. 
d’be desire nndei lying w'as to divide aiilhoiily, to destroy the ]n'incip!<‘ of democracy 
and to upsf't, the ])rinciplc of joint res|>onsihili(,y in the ]>ioviiici's. Is'ow^ that this 
was known, it. was bettiT to face this issue. 'Theic was none among LiilisluuH 
who said that the Instrument of Instructions which i>ositcd joint icspoiisilnlity 
of jMinist.rics as a icqiiisilc should now' he altered. IMiisliins in Jp;),! acci'pkal the 
C'onst it n lion and the (kimmnnal Award. AVhatever othei ob’ga’vioii they formidatcd, 
the ]uincipl(' of denuicratic government, for all India was one to w'hicli the 
IMiislims, as wull as the rest, of the Indian ]ieo]'h' weic committed and to which, 
more than all, the Ibilishers wme committed, lie had no fi'ar at all for the future 
oi Hnha nor that the diirandtii's could not be solved. He had uo fear that tlnjso 
grii'vaiices would go on midli]'lying. 

Let alone, consideratitvn ol ]U'eslige ; was it, Air. i-esfo aski d, possil)h' for 
tlu'm to go back to otiice with h'ss solid ]>owcr than they had so lai ? It was not 
without a sci ions sense ol responsibility tu <a)nsid('i at ion tliat they ri'sicncd. 4 he 
right to agri'C to war or rmnaiii at, ]teacc, so lar as tlie liominioiis wi'ii; conceimcd, 
wliatevcr the view ot theorists, was practically i-oinadcd. (dluMwisig could theic 
have Ix'cii in the South Afiican i'arliameiit a resolution moved by (huK'ral 
llcitzog that in this particular w'ar the Soutli Afiican Lnion slionld stand maitral ? 
'This right was imilicit in the constitution of tlu' 1 ominions. India could not 
acc(']>t a position h.'ss than wdiat (he Dominions liatl. In this concrete c.ase of 
independi'iice or tlie snbstanee of independeiiee it was not tlie woid luit flic content 
that, mattered, lie lioped and (rusted Unit whaliwer (uoLiress be made or not made 
ill foriJiconiing talks, tliey should not, be impatient. Ibitain must, make up ju*r 
Jieart to pi'ove lu'r ('anicslness and sinei'rity. H it was tine that in this Avar she 
was fighting tor tlie fier'dom of other raei's, a lorttoti slie must eoncede freedom 
to all tliose under sway. Let not India he in a iiiiny or be liurrii'd. 'riiose avIio 
W'lu'e impatient should search their ow'ii liearts and their own capacity. In the 
attitude in* had put forward in regard to (his war of force, Gaiidhiji had reconciled 
])aci(isin, tlie interests of the future of the world, (he good of mankind and tlie 
immiMliate ohjiN lives of Indian freedom on tlie material basis on which the 
woild at ])rcscnt I’cstcd. 

'riierc Averc, Mr. Desai continnod, some who thought that tlicre was “a nation 
ill every village” or almost in every candidate defeated in an election (Laiigliter). 
There was some limit to folly ; tliere seemed to bo none for ‘'criminal conduct” 
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of Biich a cliaractcr of peraoiis who took opi>oi(nnity niid ol)6tnu*t('cl the path of 
Indian ])io[;rcflR. It was amazing how individuahj, pronpB and iniiKuities (‘ailed 
theins(‘,lv(!B Bcpaiate nations in older that they ini^ht p.et less. 4110 only cure 
for all this was a genuine deinoi'iutie. governnienl and ‘‘one eleetorale” or joint 
electorate. Tiiere was no other country where tlieie \ieu^ distinct electorates for 
diileient sections of the same pco])le, hound by cunnnon econorn •, ] olitical and 

g(' 0 [;]a))hical tii'S 11 is appeal to Muslims iias that tliey should ^o hack to (he 
only true ideal that India could have, tlie only ]>roi'er s^siein for a tiuly self- 
poverninp, countiy to have, \ iz., a system ot joint electoiates wherein ])iovision 
would be nuide tor their own liic and sately and the best repHsentinji; the 
coinnuinity would he elected. 

Conjrress havin'.; accejited inetl.ods other Ilian fijice, and havinp no ambition 
cxcei't to eain Swaraj lor India, i'>lr. Desai continued, tinv wcie not likely to 
f.('e in tlie “apparent i)ea(‘einl atniosplu'ithat tlu'y wch' lipht in the midst of 
a prim stiic-pIc. “Let us not,” he said, “he strong in liic weakness of otheis. Let 
us not hi‘ coni.apeoits in the misery of otheis. L(“t ns he shonp in the means 
W'C have ad"i>tcd tor ouisclves. Let us lealise that ]eaceful thoupli it is, non-violcnt 
as it is. lieiaiise it is ot oiir own choi- e. ionndid as it. is on tnith, oiir stinpple 
is as pnm as any oliu'r, and that small consideialions of loss and pain aie but 
ripi'les on the Oi can and tin* pic'at wave j ahiinp, (A(‘r the land of a nnilied nation 
eoniinp into its oami sooner than most ] eo| h' imapine. Let us have tiust in 
omsehes. Let ns trust in oui metliods, in our measuies and in those who lead 
118 and above all in i\Iahatiiui (Jandhi (A]iplanscd’. 

Resolutions—T j:mply I-'n niY Li FoiiM 

'The tollowinp lesolutions wtie ]iassed !>y the t'f.nfi'ience :— 

]\li. U. r. J\ii iiiasu'dtiii JUddiar moved a lesiduhon expicfsinp a])].recialion 
of the woik (lone by the llaiijan iep!esentali\(s in tlie L(polaini(‘. ndiitinp; 
the reactionaiy ]iio])apanda apainst ('onpiess Jlinijan woik and helittlinp tlie 
temph‘-entry ] iopianun(. '1 lu' n solution also laid stuss (>n tlie neid (o ihiow 
Open moi(‘ tiauples and redneslcd the tinstii's ot t»n!]](S to cooieiate in this 
woik. it. tciuicj'ed thanks to i\Ii. A. Vvthianatha A]^ar and olheis for their 
ellbrts in thiowiiu; op('n tlie Meenukshi 'iem[<ie, the Liince ot Tanjore and the 
authoiities of the i'aiui temi‘le. 

Resolutions—Secoiul Day—4lh. February 1940 
LoYAl.i'V TO LoNOUKSS 

The main resolution of the session, (jidoisiuL- tlie lesolutions of Conpress 
Workinp Coininitee and e\picssinp lo^abv to (iandhiji’s kadeishii*, was moved by 
Dr. 7'. iS'. St t in I'll 'I’he lesolutimi was as lollows : 

“'Ihis (onlmcine ] In.ces on iceoid its wl.ole-lu'ai t( d a]'pioval of the 
stnteimnts issiail and action taken by the Al-lndia t'oiuiess W'oikinp t'om- 
mil.tee icpaidinp India’s josiiion in lie |i(S(nt wai lietwein Ihitain and 
(d'lmany and to piotist, a;. ainsL the at timi ol the Tuitish (d )\(m ninen t with¬ 
out tlie consent ol her ].eoil(’. In laitiiular, it appioves the liisi. st(‘p of 

non-eo-o| ei ation taken ])y the lesipnaiion ol Lonpiess iMinistiies thonph they 
weie e'luaped in iiuioilant tasks to im]i()\e the well-beinp of the masses 
and endoises tiie demand Im’ a hktnstuncnt Asscinlily to diaw up tlu' (Vnisli- 
tution of a fni' ‘and liuh'] ('inh nl India. It K'jonis tliat at. tlie uiinest of 
the Woikinp ('oiiimitlce, ]\Iahatma (landhi l-as api(('d to take U]) tie leadcrsliip 
of the iNation in this tinis and assuics lum ol uiKpialilicd Bnp.[)Oit ot d'ainil Nad.” 

IVIaduas MiNtsruN F’KLtcrn’.i) 

d'he followinp u'Solrdion was Mk'ii put iiom the chair and carried unani¬ 
mously ; “'bhis k'()nl( ]('lice cAi'iiss'cs its piateiul appieciation of the preat 
woik of the late C'onpiess iMinlstiy in Iiladias, under the ITcmii'i slii]> of 
]\lr. C. Juij(iii(ipiil((rhni i, duiinp their shoit l(im ol olllce and conpiatulates 
them on their achi('\( hk nts ol I'lohi'nition, debt K'lief and tenii.le enhy ami 
even-handed justice to all sections of (he j>eojde lepaidless of rc'lipion, caste 
or creed. It has fuithei no liesitation in (Uxlarinp that the proiaipanda of 

unjust treatment by the Gonpress of the IMuslim or any other iiiiuority is 

altopether untrue ami absolutely refuted by lacts.” 

JOxTKNSjoN or’ FltOnilUTION 

Mr. N. Amiamalat Pillai next moved a resolution eoncerninp the resipna- 
tioii of Conpress Ministries. The resolution ran as follows :~-As the resipna- 
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tion of the Con^TCPS I\lini8trieB oeeurred on major political qiieslions coiicein- 
iiip, all Lidia and iiad no rolalion to tlie ])rovincial policicK of the Ministries, tliis 
Conference is sluinely of oi>inion tliat it is the clear duty of the present 
t('in]'Oinry adininistinlion in Msvdras to continue the ])olicieB which had been 
laid down with tiie o\ orwhelniin^- Biip]iort of tlio Madras Lefjisluture. In 
]»aiticular, tins Confeicnco urines n]>on the Co\'ernor of jMadras to extend 
i’loliihition in this ince in accordance with the ])lans of the late Ministry 

to the extent ];ciniitled by the proceeds of the new taxes levied specifically 
lor that ]nirpose. it. has, furiher, no doubt that the diversion of the ])rocecdB 
of th(' l^ali'K, 'J obacco and other new taxes to other ]niii>oseH will be a 
^rosH breacdi of trust and demands that if lor any reason rrohibition is 
j)ot to be extended as planned, these taxes should eitlier be temporarily 
reinitled or funded till another ])Oj)nIar Ministry can utilise them for the 
I'urpoBcn tor which they were levied.” 

ArroAL TO h'oUTll lNl>tA JlIl'SIJMH 

Mr. S. next moved an im])ortant iefi(.dution eondemnin^' 

scpaiate ehndoi'aU'S, d'lu' lei.oliilion is as follows : 

‘‘'jins Cniiicicnce lepndndes iitleily the new' myth soncht to 1)0 proiioniuled 
I'v tliC I’lCoidml of (he jMiishm i^eaune tinit the Mnslims and other 
inino'i i('s J.nii) scpaiatc nations and that tln^y cannot, li\’C loj.’C'hcr as a 

nniicd ]'('o]>lc ninUr a common dcmocialic uovcinmcnl.. It is fully c{)n\inc(-d 
ibal the ]io) :tLnium of siicli ideas will i uin the futiiit' of the minoiilicH 
tJn'msclvcB as tlnir Inrs aic incxtiicahly up with tlic lives (.)f the majoiity 

c(nn mnniiics lo-bir;', {rmlilion, lancii:i;_c, economii s and enciy f)tln'r common 

inti'icst which’ to mche n]» a nation, ^\■hllc csciy just liclit of the 

minoiiti(.H s'lordd b(‘ sainai(led, this Confi'H'iicc points out that the cnloj'iH- 
menl of llitsc Sid(T'^iAids must, in free India, (U'pend lij'on the miihial 
}.!()odwiil oi llu' ],coi Ic of lids (oaiitry and it is inconsi^lciit Mitli their 
lioiioiir and seii-r* s.-eef, to I'.timit the inlcilerence of any alien ]'owcr i((r 
the I'niiH'Se. It fids i!';:!. the system of eomi^nal ('ledoiales has piomotcd 
S('i'aiatist teiidciKH’S and foi‘ the unity ol this (ountiy, this system should 

he jcjhca'd as spectbly as I'ossihle hy jidnt eleetoiales willi du(' ]ioNision 
ioi' t li(‘ eiccli ->11 oi minoiity rep; esen tati\es in ]>roi>er p-roeoi t ion. J( eaiiK'slly 
a)'i cals to the Illnslim-- in 'Jamil Nad, wlio liaie seemed hy eentiiiii's of 
{.'oeduill a ].(»sjtinii oi imjioitanee and inJh.enee, wliicli cannot lie measured liy 
tlieij iiumbeih, im( to jcojaidise it hy ill-coiisideir’d (ummuual stmils which 
U'lid to alu'iiatc' tluau liom the otlu'r sections ol tlie j cople,” 

jb'I'nio'j'K’ Ati’iit i'E of Ini)i\n Chuis'itans 

'i'lie n'S(»!nti('n con;j i atulatin'; Indian ('hrisiinns on thc'ir ]'atiiotic altitiide, 
assminc tliem oi their jest dec' m national hh; and adc'ance ‘to tlx' ("lent 
waii.uiOal l;y tin ir ability and p:it; iotism’’ and appc'aliim, to them to join the 
Con;:iehS was next nmxecl I'lom liu' Chair and jiassed unanimously. 

.\iio!hei KSolulic Ji mo\('d iioin the Ch.aii called upon the ]cojJe of the 
]uo\inc(' to lieli' to mal.e si:<-cerislul lh(‘ ellorts ol (uiiidliiji to acLance ]»ro- 
duciion and use ol Jvluuldar and meed tJie I’loiiucial (s)n,cress Committee 
and C(»nyIcssnu n ot the jhocinee to efi'c'-ti\ely j-ioseeiitc ilux.proeraiume. 

i\ir. (hn (,7t •! in- I'. lui if ii.^irann Jinidntr m(>ced a icsfdutic^n emj'hasisiufj; the 
imi'Oilancc^ of oie;iuih('d clhuts ioi Ailiape U|lijt h} the villaecis tlicanselvcs 
and sii;..^( slinic that, a s.nhslanlial jaiit. ol the land rei'eniie and cesses 

eolleclecl Ikuu \illaees sliould 1m; utilised within the Mllape lor its ni-k('Cj) and 
impioNcmciil and a juoier system of paiuhayats with necessary ])OW'ers in 
this hc'hail hc' < oiistit iilinl. 

'Ihe next lelaled to jiromotion of villa^^c industries and i)Oi)ii lari sing the 
use of i)roductH ol village indusUies. 

In ruoDiKTioN of 1 Iindusthani 

]\Ir. hlaUii Jiatuanahhapati Mudaluir iiio\cd the resolution urging tlic 
]\Tadias Coveunment to intiodiice liindnslaiii in all h^ecoiidaiy h’cliools where 
it had not HO far been introduced. 'J he opjiosition to Jlinclnstani, he said, 
was horn c)f j'olitical and pcrscmal jealousy and tJic so-called ciiampions of 

'lainil by their beliacionr and writings east a slur on Tamil Nad and 
'J'amil cull UK'. IMr. Rajagoj alaeliari was a gieat scTvant of 'J amil and no one 
in 'lamil Nad need fear that he would do anything which at all w'ould injure 
the cause of 'Lamil. 
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AnitrClTLTTTRAL I’HIf'ES 

I\Ir. S. Ramnvalltan moved a rcsoluliun noiinic with preat, rcpret lliat in 
Bpite of the War l)ooins in t,he ])rif‘eH of many art teles, the priecs of jtaddy and 
other aprieiiUiiral eominodities eojitiiuied at ihe d'':)r(‘ssioii h'vel, (*a’isinp a further 
(Ictciioialion in tlie posilion of the a^rienltnral ini 'nlation ,»nd n'einp that prompt 
steps shmild he takcai by the (hailral and I‘rovineial < ioveiai men > s to ('stahlisli a 
proper ecpnlihriiun hy raisme, the piiee of paddy hy levy of iinnoi! dtpy on imports 
from Ihirma and otlier conntnes and hy re-il ri<-t iiip Hit; iise i;i tin- pi le.', of other 
articles which liad liscn ahnornially and r^'!p!e^l,ill'.! the (Jovcrii men t to praiit war 
allowances to laltonrins and woi leers in fa-Mones and mdhn 

'J’he next resolution adopli'd hy the ilonfertmce was move' ! hv cdr. K. R'is’) i/ii iv. 
'The resolaliim stated that since the Hindu Ihlicions Emhiwmenis Ifaaid Ad, as 
at )>resent enforced, lendeil to create costliness aie.l eoidusi.;n in t!ic admmisd ation, 
tlie ('onferenci' was of opinion tliat the Act. sfionld he amend', d so as to ensuie 
economy and e'hciency in tlie adminisii-alion of tempii's. 

PPMIS.-ION Vi) ClTL'riVA'Ioim 

Fiom ihe (’hair ihe folloiiina resopitjuns wi're jnit and cariic.I : — 
h'jic Confin’encc pointi'd out that llu' ic'-ent icmi^^n ni ndes veil" A^l'ol]y 
imsalishictoi y and del not yive lelnh lo '!u' enhnat.ns wlio had Ic'! the hidh of 

ihcii’ ernys ]jv diuii -ht, auvl ih'itd or (Chci- (•an‘''’s and urio-d iha: t'*cy stioi.ld he 

Id cralisi'd so as to alloid lelnd to all Iho-c v.lc* laid lo-^t m ni' tln.n halt their 

annnea! ciops. 'riic next. Tc'-'<)ii:l;.>ii e\;'-'e',^cd iccict that tin- amonno sci ayeol, hv 

the (\ni rcss 'ATini,-! ru's for the i-Oic of loans to inOchtfel ae ' r ;d!: i ! s load not, 

been dis'mis-'d owinc, to th.e il 11 tic; .di t \ (>f (he rules made o, j’l;,! .ounedion and 

ni'ced that th'‘y siionld he liheralir."d. '! he ('onIc;en..-<> was ol ophiio.n lie;:, m 
Older to enable, the ryots to reap die full heiidit ol llie doe: ic- p i,; [st l.h'lid Ad, 
tail miees foi l;md. sold at c<)nrt aiidion, slio-dd he llxeil and that tlie rneht. ot 

Ifadin;.' hy instalnu'iirs should i)e eiviai to the debtors and that when' tin,', riplit 

was pi\i n the instalments should he ]'ei‘o\ eralile like land rcwniu'. 

'Iie: P'jp.r Hisi'Pi'p 

A ri'soliition em. liasisim; tlie need on the ])art of tlie H)\ernment jo eonstilnti' 
a rommillee to ciKinire into tlu‘ dispute between the Vi^Mi.-e Goeernment and 
efudias do\cnimc.,( iecaidiny su’»ply of water to the I’al.ir inxcr w'as also (lassed. 
d he donfcrcnce n'rpmsied tlie (h)\e[nm('nt to eairy out it'paiis lo old and -died 
tallies and imt. to yivi' eieape- acreage, tor enlti'.aPon till this was dan* and that 
a\a-cnts slioiild not, la; ('xlended till the s inrces of watei-siij j 1 y in ^'a!iou,s parts 
were impro^’('d, Anotluo' is'solulioii niped the neee.xity to hiine ioiwaid hrislation 
iuL' llie ahohtion ot icjisc-racinp aiul etor^swuiid puzzle eompditioiis. 


The Bengal Provincial Conference 

Special Ses.sion—DaccaMay 1940 
IhlESlPENTIAn Appkess 

Tlie necessity for the formation of a national poveriimenl, (eahinel) in the 
])rovinee, responsible to the electorate and the masses, was stressed hy Prof, 
Chundra G'msc, ])ic;ddinp over the special session ot the Penpal Piovineial Con- 
ierenec, w'hich commenced at Dacca on the 2r>tli. May lt>4:) iimhn- the auspices of 
the suspended Penpal Provincial Conpress Committee. Air. biihhas C'handra Pose 
was amonp those who attended the eonferenoe. 

'Phe Biippest.ion tlud. an All-Penpal Volunteer Corps should he oryaidsod and 
that Ht.i'iis should he taken to pive that body the necessary tiainiiip so that they 
may take up the work for orpanisinp the masses and mohilisinp mass emn-py pre¬ 
liminary to the establishment of a National Alililia to take up the deliaiec of the 
eoiintry when the time comes for estiiblishinp a national povernment on a stable 
basis, was jnit foiwvad hy Prof. Jyotish I’lunidm (!h.)sh. 

Ennnciatinp the implications of eomiileto indeiieiidcnee aeeepfed hy tJie nation 
in successive sessions of the Indian National Conpress, Prof. Ghosh stresseil the 
necessity of an all round elaritication of issues so that it miplit connote (a) severance 
of British coiineetion, (b) emancipation from economic servitude and exploitation, 
(c) social emancipatiou from bondage, tyranny and conventionalism, mainly based 
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on the cHtahlishni^nt, of (*om])h^te equality hetAveon man and woman in all spheres 
of Hoeial and p,>liliea! ai-Uvity, (d) eotnpler.e fi-er,dom of the indivitlual so that he 
he i’lee to develop alone; normal liiie^; of evolution witivout tear of fi'Own or 
fa\'oiir tri)in anyhixly. lie lilted (hat i( should oe the' duly of all ii'res} tee live of 
casle, reln;ion, 'andCiecd to wo.k lor l!ie political indcpeiidenee of the eountry 
])nrna;ily \\itliout net;leeiine, tlie oth-’r i^^^^ises involvi'd. 

lh(")f. rCiosh then da'dl on tlii' iieeeNSity of olxi'rvine; as inviolal.e the four 
(‘ai’diiial piui'Uples ot ind''pi'nden'‘e - ih.e lU’l'tot toimou:, tiet': ass teial ion, (In' ri^hli 
to a li-oc press l,o woi k tor national salva'h xi, tiic ri'.iit ol a tri'e plattoi'in ((leli\ery 
oi speeehe,^) and tJie rieht ol si'll- h'h'ii -c and th.e earr\iii> of arms for that, pur¬ 
pose. In his opinion one hid tlie jK'ifee! ri-ht to slait .-Cil disoliedienee if one’s 
fundamental I'riis'iph's was ('m'loaAied upon hy tin' ant.hoi ities. 

ihot. Ghosii survey('d in d-'tail s >me mam piohlems, which wu'ie wmrkiin;- as 
ohslaeles in the patJi of the attainment of iieedom and snem'sted some I'f'jnedies : 
(l)tlie internadonal situalion (d) sjdit in the tton;;ress, (1) the 1 iiinlii-i\Ioslem 
tanele, (1) startin'’ of coiiimnnal or ■■ an isa'ions, ('.e., tin* Hindu ?\Iahasah!ia and (he 
Jlindn ?>lissio:i, ( >) the Iten^al Ministiy touned on a e-mimunal issue and (hj for- 
inataon of too nniny iival <»rc.anisa! ioim in t.ne count :y, mainly on ideolocieal difl’er- 
enees and as an e\;ufs-,iou ot poui'r ]>o!uies, whi 'li had i»e ome (lie piesent phase 
of i)olilie,al development in the eoniitry. As a ^p'lieial remedy, he inci'd the esta- 
hlishment ol unity on a t»asis ol l•')m:>h‘le nudci 1 ,'andinc and adj'istmi'Ut of lU'lation 
hv ('slahi 1 nhine, a eompiisii.e fahnet. to lead the niovi'ini'ut in all its phases and 
atljusian^ all inti'U'sts hy arhitraiion. 

'i'lie sneaker o.ithned a nnil<d oro-rrauime of action based on mass contact 
hetw’(*eu youn ;uu'n o( the middle ehc'S, hcl mcin •, to st.iiuent. and youth oi'panisa- 
lions ami thi' peasants and laho.ir hdoneim. to I’easant and L'lhour orcanisaiions 
in the ciiuntry. dJie nrociamnm should he one ot ni'iss action on a basis oi esia- 
hlishiii'j their’lielit to fii'edom in vaiious sph.eics ol eorri'lah'd aeiivity and the 
woik should he' mainly on a basis of oi c-intsmp and m'^hilisinc; mass I'lieii’y for 
a dynamic mONC at, the earliest uppoitunlty whi'll find exiucssun in launching; a 
national tipht for imh’ju'ndenet'. 

In conclusion, Cro'. (duedi olfcH'd tovo alternatives to the luitish (Jovernment, 
either to acci'jit the Indian terms and iJ,ive eompt<‘te independence immediately and 
accept India as an I’lpial jiartner in reinin hir uneondittonal eo-opi'iation or lailinc 
that, to he oieparcd lor a tuu-h struecle ^vith the Indian nation, with the masses 
fully inchiUsed. 

jMu. h^iiiuits Ihe-'ids 

IMr. Siihjids C'huad/u /hwe, inauynialinc the (lonferenee, said that he expected 
that all C’onpressmen would he, uni*ed in order to deride noon the course of 
action at tlm presi'iit iuneture. He rec,retted that a meelinp of the ('oucichh 
AV oikinit Oommittei' liad not yet been eoiuened to eoimnh'r tlie situation, He 
and the J^’orward illo;- memhers, however, could not remain silent and inoi't. d'lie 
All-India Working (loinmittee of the loirward Bloc Juui met leceiitly in (hileutta, 
and adopted resolutions which would in turn he placed hi'lore the eonfei'encc for 
its (‘onsideratioii. Air. Bose hoped lliat the eouferciice tvoiild take a decision that 
would enable India to pain iiidependenci* sliortly. 

RES(.)j.u'ri(>NS 

A number of resolutions were adojited by llie Clonferenec wdiieh concluded its 
Bcsession on the ‘2(ith. May l*t40 Prof, .//o/zv/i (ilnsh presidiiur. 

Mdic eoiiferenei' endoiscd tin' rosolulioii on national st,rn<pp,le iiassed by the 
Anti-G'ompromise Goiiferenee at Jhim-pirh and tlie Ail-lmlia Kisan Goiiferenee at 
Pahisa and liojied that all anti-ini'perialist orp,aniS‘itions and individuals wmuld 
orj.;anise ami eontiiiiie the struifple on all ]»ossible fronts lhroup,h councils of action 
set up in every district, town and village. 

d'he conference c*onp:ratiiluted the Benp.al Ih'ovineial CouL^ress Committee 
(suspended) on the striipcle laimelied on Jan nary 31 under tlie leadership of Mr. 
Suhltas i'Juuidra Hose for the restoration of civil liberty and exqiri'ssed {»:ratitieation 
at the sip:ual sueimss of the B. P. C. 0. in tliat strii^p,le. The confcreiiee deplored 
the eomliiet of the lieftisis and tlie Rii!,htists. 

The eonferenee thom^ht that the time had come to extend the scope of their 
stnip;p,le and the “task of inteiisifyini;’ the Htni;i:p,lc and oxteiidine; tlio scope had 
iieen rendered more imperative by the rapid chanp,e in the international situation, 
by India’s speedy advance towards riiriia Swaraj and the professions of the British 
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Government. These developments had broni;ht about sueh a change in the sitution 
that the rndian people to-day eonid not but think and Teel and act in terms of a 
free nation.” 

Tlie confereni^e siippori.t'd the r.ose-T^oa.'^ue Paet in the Galeutta Corporation 
and ur^e.d the p('.0'p!e to foiui a (‘iti/.ens’ defence crops, and (Lelarcf' that CV)n};res8 
iiKMi in lien;.^al w(jnld ii;ii()re the A I JIoc (h)mmittee appointed by tlu^ Gonf;ress 
AVorkin”; (Jouimittee and urji,ed l!u' penple to stand solidly bdiind the !>. 1‘. C. C, 
(siiS!)(Mjdcd). 

The conferenee also recpiested tin* U. 1’. O. th to devise melliods to laioieh a 
Btru;r^le for securiuir t,h(^ release of political prisoneis. 

()tlier resolutions ado])ted eondemiu'd tiie tM)!ninun!d Award ai>pealed to 
Hindus and Muslinis to setlh^ the communal problem and re iinsled Oonm essmen 
to sink their dilleiaMices and restore unity so that they mi-ht ])ieseut- a united trout 
to Biit.ish imperialism. 

Tlie B. lb (3. 0. was retpiested to lake the necessary ste]>s, iu'-huliipa: a eam- 
paii^n of civil disohcMlience, tor seemine the ilemolition or removal of the llolwt'll 
monument, ‘Avhicli is, to the people of Be;ii;al, llimlus and iMuslims, a S} mhol of 
ot national humiliation.” 

A/r. Rdjen lr<i (Ahi >/ lr,( T)rr, on behalf of the delegates, thanked the Presiilent, 
the orvpinisers and volunteers of the conference, d'he conleiiMicc terminated at 1 a.m. 

The Gandhi Sava Sangha Conference 

Si.vlli ftession -Malikamla—Fclirnary 1040 
Maimtm.v G VNoin’s 

The seven-day session of the ^h\!h (iandhi Si-va Sanph (-onfeienee eommeneed 
at^ Alalikawda (Dacca) on the ‘20llj. February 1040 with tlie oja'iihiy ol the Khadi and 
Villa,ee Industiies IvCnibition hy AiJufmfnut (fc/ulhi at h-ik) a.m. A cieat I’cception 
was aci'oided to Alahatma Gan.lhi on his arn\al here lo-tlay. Fiom eai ly morninc; 
])eople from neisliboniina villa,ees came iu liabOies eairyinc Hass am! occupied 
ev ery availalile ineh of sp:e-e at (lie tempoi.ary steamer stalion const meted for the 
eonlerenee w<'ek. Alahatma Gandhi on arrival was eomhieled to tlie rostrum from 
where lu' a bliessed a iiuee ya'heiine, and oiM>ned the e\hihi:ion. Before iMahama 
Gandiu heyaii siieakinii, hostile slogans were raised and a niinihcr of anti-tlamlhi 
paupdilets weie also dislrilmted. Ueterrina, to the i'cidenl Alahutma ( iamllu said: 

‘T believe my voice is reaehiiu; yon. Please listen fpiiiMly. I have just now 
lieard some peojtle shoutin;j; ‘Gandhism he doomed’ {( inn Ihilin'i iJJi (i/ra ut/n r/rurA). 
ddiosc who want to desiioy (bvndhism hav(' the full iieht to say so. Those who 
have come to hear me will jdease keep quiet and not p,ct excited by liostile slogans 
not shout eonnter-slo^ans tif GamUii-ki jai. 

“If yon are iieaeeinl, you should ealmly tolerate siudi slogans. I have written 
on the subject and now 1 have declared before you that if there is untruth in 
in it, it will not ])erish de]>ite lakiis and erores of voiee.s sliontinc for iis dcstrnetion, 

”All'»w freedom to those wdio want to say anythiiic a.^ainst Gandhism. No 
harm will be eaused by that. Do not hoar any } 2 ,rud<;e or ill-feclinc a{;ainst them. 
You cannot realise (ihinisd unless you eau ]ieaeefnlly tolerate your opponent. 

“To speak the trnLli, I do not know myself what is meant hy Gandhism. I 
have not y,iven to the country anythin*:; new. 1 have only yiven a new form to 
what already existed in JliiRlnstlian. So it w'onld he wrony; to call that Gandhism, 

“We have not eome here on any ])olitit‘al mission. We have come for tlie 
Gandhi Seva Sanch and its fullilmcnt. 1 cordially invite those who have come to 
shout hostile Blo!.r;ana to say whatever they like and to fully express their views. 
Why should we regard one another as enemies. There is diHerence of oiiinioii 
between us. Notwithstaudiny; that, we should lemaiii f.iends, because wc all love 
llindustan. We want the independence of llindusthan. ()ne])arty may follow 
one path and another party may follow a diflerent i)ath, but our ^oal is the same. 
So why should there be any enmity ? 

“You have come in such larce numbers. You have conducted me iu a peace¬ 
ful way and maintained order and discipline. I hope your discipline and 
orderliness will be an example to others. Without discipline we cannot hope to 
attain Swaraj for the millions of the coulltry^ 

“Now 1 am going to open the exhibition. I have not yet seen it myself. It 
is right and proper that I should have seen it first. The exhibition is being 
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opoiiod first because if you there you will see that there are many industries in 
India tlie revival of wlikdi will firing prosperity to the country. When we under¬ 
stand what we can do with the Imnd and head that (Jod lias j.dven us we will 
realise that these have been pven to ns for the sm-vicc of humanity and not for 
nnitual biekerin|;s and enmity, ami even communal dillcneiccs. 

“I'here are many industries in India the revival of wliidi will mean immense 
^ood to the country. It is my conviction that man, the machine created hv God, 
is the best machine. The nian-ma<le machine has not no li'e. I do not nnderstaml 
why ]K’oi)le should have ]>ride in such a meiciiim'. 'I'iic ten fint;ers and two 
hands of the imui with the brain he ])Ossesses can do woo. t'rs. 1 want evi'ry man 
and w'oman of llindnstban to realise what stienvih and skill lie in the hands 

ami bead of man. I hope you will visit the cxhibi'.ion in }our thousands am. 
lie immensely bencTiled. 1 declare the exhibition open.” 

Till'] rUKSIDKXn VL AT)I>1:INS 

“If we w'ant to allain, not indhidiial noii-\iolence, bnf, non-vi(ih n-e on i 
mass scale, we mool the aosocialion of I'cisons b{'lic\!ii in non-nio’eiice," sai ’ 
’'dr cl,! I J/c,'.s Gv.o/'o/op J k* c.-^ident, G.in.lhi Sc'.’.i P.-oi :b, in his ] icsidiai I i,.' 

addless to ll'e sixlh session ol tlu' Saneii confeten -e ]!■■ added : ‘‘li nc'aS'Sai' 
Si'va Sanc.h luembeis must ri'^^ipn iivim Goncic-s <iinomtic'-s aud okiccs. d'hi . 
slionid clo eons!I'll"!i\(' work and s!u>;.)d s!ri\'c 0) diilPrenci'S and sellh. 

d’S!-nl('S by non-\iolent means. Tin* (londiii .“'cva h u di is a iKin--; (ditii ol 

o; cani/cAt ion, V‘t it is not alooi fiom itohli-s. I's inmo oiij'Stivc is the ou'ani/.al ion 
i)i the (St Oe on tlie [oumlc.tion o‘ n-‘n-\n>!c-'ee and tiie e.c.ilioii of a non-\io!ii!t 
.‘i\ildi." '■/dc.nof.'s must.” he (*■ ni i in i!e<l, “wo>k to lea'p t!i(^ b-'iielits of 
I'iaha'ma Gandiii’s te.ichines.” Air. Ala'ihnoodl i add.*! ibat !iy ((dlowinp .Mr. 
(tandiii, all d-ilhcuhies <- 0 !ilvt he siii nnuiii ti d. d lie Sancii slnM.td eo-operal(‘ iii 
all inisl ])ro irninmc.s, soci.d, c.Mnninic or ]*oh!ii ed, bn! slionld not, acce]>t olilees 

ill insthnlioiis wlieie one had to resort to vi-olence e\ en out ot nece^slty. 

Second Day —AlaMka- da - rehmary 11'40 

[-^'.NOiiA '!'() I'oioo'.r Id.I,in-s 

Abonhers of tlie Gamlhi S-wa S.in Ji were ad',used to “foreel- loilihes” and 
to eeas'c taking ]>ai t in poli’irs as moinl)*"is ol the :dvn du hy !//(hindlti in his 
Hoecidi a! the cuidcK'ir-e this moi'nin 'I'h'- s; c,"M was Jaloui to )>e the foreriiiiner 
ol siri!-l''r ircnhvtions lO'j.udui^ mcinheiship ol the rho"’h. 

No mc'uhiw Ot the r'a:i..h, M.thiil.nt (/,(•■ "o saitl, h'loold he a mi'inher of any 
(’onsK'ss committee, '{'he H'ai-'On was tlnil' mendi.-rs ol the Nanp,!* Avcit! apt to 
th'pcnd npoiv the stnoiulh of that liody lot thiir own sticimth in llm ]>olitical 
Hpiicrc. Ill tlie ca c's ol 1 h’. Ihiji'mlia Ih.asad and Sc.idai VaMahhldiai J'atel, howmvor 
Ahihatma ( kindhi nnidt! an e\'-<',e.loji. n(. K.li^l loc.t, Ihos'' memlMOs wdio wished to 
continue (heir po!iii-al actixilies, and ielt eoni!(bnl of heini; ai»le to do so irres- 
](Ccl i\e of thcii' mem 1'u-hliip of (lie iSanpli, sh.onld re.d'ui iiom the Snnph.. 

At the lluhh session of the eonlerence, it may he iivullcd, it was dewidod to 
take ]'art, in j.'olitic'S, hut on (lie h.isis of sfiiet adherems! (o (he ])rinci|)les of 
truth ami non-violeime ddie last session «»f the eonlci'ence, lield at Ihindaban, 
placed certtiiii restrictions on t!ie ai-tivit.ies of (he members. 

(.kmti'ihulinp to the discussion, S.i/d.ir Wi//•h'>ftl>h.u raid siieti'esfed l.liat (lie 
Saimh should he. so re-oryanised as to consist, only of those wlio would do c.onstrui'tive 

work, lie had wauh'd to resie.n from tlie Sanali some days a*.;!), h'he reasons for Ids 

doinp so, as mentioned in press reports, weio, however, entiri'ly incorrect. He wuis a 
member of the Working;' Gommittce of the Giiaikha f^aneh and also a member 
of the Gram Ihlyoy, Sariyli. Rut, as far as the Gamlhi Seva Sanj 2 :h was eoiieerncd, 
several ]>cop\e seem to think that it was n political orpanisaliou di'simu'd to keep 
the (.loni.^r('ss under the control of the lollow’ers of Alaluitma (Jandld. I’amlit 

.lawaharlal Nehru had once in a ]>ress slatemeiil referred to the San^^h as a 
political ory.aiiisation. Randit Nehru later admitted that it was a misconcciitiou 
of his, but the S.irdar liad found it to be a common belief and even some members 
of the San^h b('lieved it to be a ]>olitical organisation of the followers of Air. 
Gamllii. (.)ric memlier even went to the extent of uri;in^ establishment of 

hranehos in different ]^ar(s of the country. 

Ihocecdinp, Air, Patel said tliat when Seth Jamualal Raja] originally conceived 
the idea of estaiilishing the Sanyh, lie iiiteudcd it to be a luircly constructive body. 
Coming to the Bubjcct of his resigiiatiou from full membership, Air. Patel 
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poiiilcd out that wlicii the European war broke out, liifl memberBhip of the San<;h 
came into conllict with the ])Osition lie took in the Congress Working; Commitlee 
while considerinj; the quention of giviiifj; Iielp to tlic British Governinent, if the 

latter eonceded the Indian demand for independence. To elarily tlm |;oint he 

added that it was true what the Cbuf^ress aimed at was to win inde]>endence by 
jieacoi'ul and lep,ilimate means and the (»nly help they could p,ive was moral supj'.ort. 
“From a ])ractical j oint of view,” declared Sardar I’atel. “our moral 8tronjj,th vvas 
not so }j,r('at as to iiiiluence the deeision of the Biilish Government coiic-Ci niiq^ 
India.” And on that accuunt l\Ir. Patel womlercd if the oiler of moral suj'j-oit 
did not elasli with tlie piinci'ple of truth. IMah.atma (iandld alone had the 

coura[!,e t-o oiler moral siijipoit. 4 he Congress Workiuji; Conunittee, not haN'iiij;' 

that, coui-ape and hein;; unalile to decide whetlier it could iiHlciicndently pne 
moral HUjiport, rtMpiestcd iMahatma (-andhi to show the way out. and lead the 

Ponui'css, This iVlahalma (uuulhi had undirtakcn to tlo. The (iaudlu He\a i^anph 
was by no means a miniatui'e Congress, as ji(()iile t.houylit. It should ha\'e an 
entirely cno ! ructive ])roj.'lamme, adiieiine, stiictly to liuth and iion'\lohnicc and 
as tliis w'as not. qiiiid compatible with his i-ohtical activities, the Paidar hatl 
decidci’ t(» resipn Ironi full mcmbershij). 

Third Day r-'alihanda—22iul. February 1040 
\ J\V1 ]<)N </!'' b^ANiJilA 

All membeis of tlic (iandlii Seva b'anph exeejF tl'.e new executive 
commillCM! jippoiiiPd today ccastd to be numb-cjs of the Paipjli in accoidai'ce with 
the decision aiiivid at nnanimo.-sly tbu-. mcnii.e. T lu' Gontcj cuca' ihcn c(ni( luded, 

Tlie icnohuioii, an hui.dish tiai.shoion oi wbaji stall'd tiird past 

exjiCiicnce liad. shown that j a’tici|a.iion in ]oliius by nicmbcis oi tlie 

(buullii b^eva Saiiyh was iiic c:-i;abl(>. Tlic coiiferencc is of (be oj inion, lliei'e- 
ioie, that midci' jncsoni cii cu nisi am c s sucii rnembcis of tlie SatiL’li as arc 

conncffcd with j’olihcad oo.'Mni>alions ami wish to c(>iiliiUio to do so sliould 
cease to be mcmla'is c/t tlu' GandJii P'eva b-'am li. 

T'hc decision, ol couise, docs not nua.n, states tlie KsnhPion, that those 
who are woikim; ior i)oU;ical oi; anisaiions ilo not. discive to be membeis ol 
the Sanph or that politival woik is int.'iior to any oilier kind of w(uk. 4110 
S]*ecilic icasoii for takinp. this dc* isioi: is that ]'ai tu ij at ion in joliiics by 
certain mcmln'is of the Saimli has created ieduips in enmity, This has 
}»ro\(d that the noii-violcnt behaviour of b'aui ii immlicis is (itlu]- inconij h it' or 
faulty, 'hhe, character of iioii-v ioleiice is such lliat it shcmld in no case 

encuiuaae viob iicc. 

Tiu‘ Gandhi Si'va Paiiclia h.as alwavs held that amelioration of tlic 

masses in the eountiy can achieved only hy consli iictive wotk. ft is 

tlie only kind of woik in which llie jK'ople can lake jart.. The fnluie 

])oiicy of the bbaiiyh will, thenboie, he limited to a eonstiuctive j'iO|.>iamine, 
and that ])art ol the eonstruetive woik whieli is not iiu luded in the 
pioi;rammes of the All-lmlia Fi-iniiers’ Association and such other institiUions 
will be tlie Bjihere of aclivilies of the Hunph. 

loir instance, ohservinp, stndvin^ and diseovciing tlie rclationshij) snbsis- 
tinp; between non-violence and constiiiclive woik and liow it all'ccMs society. 

It is the oidniciii of the b^anyh that it has not at jiresent a snnieient 
number ol workeis to make deejv study or rcseaieh into liiat j'art of the 

constriielive woik which is not includrd in the juoeiamines of the All-India 
fspiiiners’ Association and such other hodii'S. b^o lone as, iheiefoie, the b^anpli 
lias not the leipiisile means for tliat slndy or leseaieh, all activities oi the 
bsnnph, exccj'.line ilnancial transactions and the scheme of “b^arvoduyu”, the 
montlily iouiiial i' 0 '’dueted hy tlie fcbanph, should he suspended and exei'j)- 
tin^ membeis of t.lie new Executive ('(unmitlee all nicmliers of the Gandhi 

^eva Haneh shoidd cease to be so. Full ]>oweis to make any chances in 
the coiiBtitLilion of the ^anp^h and all other rights of the b-Tinp,h are vested 
in the new CVmimitlee. 

Addressing the Conference again, Mahatma Gandhi said that his 
view that the Sanph as an institution should be out of ] olitics had 

been hardened since yestciday. Ale tlid not want Gandhism to live as a 
sect. Gandhism had really to he destroyed. What was immortal was tiuth and 
non-violenee. If after this death' tlie Gandhi Feva tSangh or any other 
organisation degenerated into a sect known after him and made one more 
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addition to the many sects already imcvailine: in the country with the blind 
faith of those who had Btarted them, his soul would be grieved. Even now 
he had no followers as such. Mo Inid only colh'agues and co-workers. He 
lind found that ]uutici]mtion in ])olitics by Con;'ress]nen bad led to mutual 
ill-feeling in various ])laccB. For instance, the Ciuigress Municipal Party in 
Nag]>ur Bccincd to consist of three groups, each Iniving grievances against 

another, 

liest such an atmos[)here should creep into the (landlii Beva Bangh 
it had to be closed in its ]>resont form. It must iho'cloj) into an institute 
doing research in non-violence, which had mdimited strencth. 

The w’oild had seen what violence cotdd achic\o, judging from the 

achievements of the European Powers. It was the duty of tlic members of 
tlic Baugh to prove its strength. liven a small numiKr of devoted members, 
by doing research or w'hat he would call jiost-graduate reseaich, could achieve 
admirable results. 

‘'Ahiinsa and Truth,” (landhiji said, “should not leniain as mere ideals 
but these should ])e ])r.'ict.ised in reality by the memhers of the Baugh. Fieht 
for “power ])r)lilics” within the (hmgress for tin* Baugh memhers is undesi¬ 
rable. Tlie held of acti\ity of the Baugh memhcis i-^ constructive woik and 

serxice. I'ower ])oliti('s involves dissension and conilict xvhich linmper con¬ 
st rnclive wook and stand in the xvay of the i>racti(‘e of Ahimsa. Tlie 

Chiarkha Bangh, the JJorijav Bevak Baiuih, the Village Industries Associa¬ 

tion, the d'alimi Bangh are all doing constrnctive work without dahhling in 
])olitics. The (Jandhi Beva Baneh shonhl Ix' run at tlie centre of post¬ 

graduate study ol tlif'se eonstriutixe woiics. d'he memheis ol llie tlandhi Beva 
Bangh could try to be spcfirdisls iu these const] iiclixe woiks. h'or (he 

members ol the Bangh (Miaikha slioiild hr not. merely an instiiimcnt of si'inning 
hut, as means ol icahsing truth and Aliimsa. Pidcss the nuiwhcrs of tlie 

Bangh can he line xotaiics of trnlli and jion-violcnce the Bangh would 

have no jiistihcalion for its conliniiam'e. 

Nj^v Executive Foumed 

The. decision afTccted among others ]>r. Jiiijcmlrd Pra^nid, Sardar 'Wdlahh- 
Idiai P(it(d, Si ill Ji')it ini lal ]Mr. SltditVa rmo Vco, Mr. I’lufiilld (i/iush, 

]\lr. (Ia//(jiidlian (K) Ih’shpdiidc and air. (Jopicha//d H/uu i/d I'd, 

The m'W lixccntivc Oommittcc ot tlu' Bauch consisted of j\Ir, Bhrikrishnadas 
.lajn, (/hc.w’ch';,'/) iMi‘. Ih B. Mhotie. Mr. Kishorclal jMasiiruwalla, Mr. (lopahnndlm 
Clioiidhury, Bxxami Ahhaydeo, ]\Ir. B;ihs Chandra J >as (hipta, IMr. B. P. 
I’atwardhan, IMr, Milkiish Minanjce and IMr. Kiishiuidas Mandbi. 

h'ollowing the ])assage of the lesolnlion, the Bangh as an institution was 

reduced to the si/.c ot its oxecutixe comnutteig d’hc iiistitutiou xvould now 
dcveloi» on the lines of a new eonstructixe i>rogrammc to be chalked out by 
the eommittee. 


The Viceroy’s Declaration 

Orient Cdiib Bombay—lOlb. January 1940 
MOMJXION BtATUS as (lOVKIlNMEN'r’s Or.JEC'ITVE 
A dc(dara(ion that his IMajesty’s (dovernmenCs ohjective for India has 
been made clear as lull Itominion Btatns of the Btatnlc of Westminster 
variety, an assurance that their concern was to reduce to the minimum the 
interval lietween the existing slate of tilings and Dominion Btatns, and a 
fervent api>eal to ‘the leaders of the great ]>olitical parties of India to help 
terminate as early as ^Kissihle the lucsent dcplorahlc state of things, these 
W'ere the highlights of a political pronouncement made by his Excellency the 
Viceroy, speaking at. a Inneheoii iji his lionoiir at the Orient Club, Pombay, on 
the nth. January lt>40. 

After rcfciiiiig to the resignation of Congress ministries in some of the 
yu'ovinees and the consequent application of the emergence provisions i)rovided 
in the Covernment of India Act, 1335, to carry on the day-to-day admiiiis- 
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tralion of the provinces concerned, his * Excellency said : ‘We can but trust 
that the interruption will be temporary and that the re-cstahlishinent of tlie 
normal workin*^ of the constitution in the piovincial si)heie will before long- 
be i)rac.ticablc.’ 

4'urning to the minorities, particularly the INTuslims and the scheduled 
castes, his Excellency referred to the diilicult position of the vuceioy and the 
lUitish (tovernuunt who had l)een faced with strong and conflicting claims 
from bodies and interests whoso position must receive the fullest considera¬ 
tion. Justice must be done as between the luiriies and his Majesty’s Ciovern- 
ment were determined to sec it done. 

‘I would ask my friends in the various parties to consider whether they 
cannot get together and reaidi some agieemcnt bet,ecu themselves which 
would facilitate my task and the task of Ids IMajesty’s Government in 
dealing with this vital (luestion of Indian constitutional ^iro^ress and 1 would 
venture a^ain to cmphasi/.c the case lor compromise, the case for avoiding too 
rigid an approach to i)roblcms such as those with which we aie di'alin^' to-day. 

His E\<-cllency added : ‘I am ready to consider any pi’actical suggestion 
that has g<'i!eral support, and I am ready, when the time comes, to give 
every help that 1 personally can.’ 

The follmvintj is the full text <f His Hxecih net/ the i^ieeroifs speech 

1 thank you most w^armly, Mr. chaiiman, for your kind woids. I should 
lik"' to say how ^ery grateful T am to }ou and to the meudars of the Oiicnt 

Club lor their \eiy kind incitatuui to me to be ]>u'scnt here to-day. 1 am 
delighted to be able to see Rombay again, and I shall always remember tlie 
warm welcome winch you, gentlemen, and l’>omba\, weie kind enough to give 
me when 1 came lu'ie a yi'ar ago. 

A great deal has liappened since we last met. d'lie fir.d thing, and the 

thing that must, be most prominent in tlie minds of (weivone of ns, is the outbreak 

of war, with all its conseqm'uces for good and lor cmI ot e\eiy kind. Ho far as 
Jndia is concerned, there has indeeil been a noble r(\sjH)nse. 1 hme liec'u inundated 
with olh'rs of men, of money, of matciial assistance oi e\eiy kind; and the fullest 
advantage ]»racticable in the circumstances in wliich tliis war is lieing fought has 
been taken of those vm-y gi'iimous (vtteis. It lias been a grc'ai iiapi'iness to me 
to know how widely and how- fully they have beim aiquecialed at home and 

throughout the empiie, and I am glad to think that, tlie magnilnde of our war 
etlbrt should lie so hilly recogni/ed. W’e have, 1 sus[H’ct, a long way to go yi'.l. 
We may have to lace many very dillicnlt and awkw'ard sit iia( ions. It may well 
he that the real test still lu‘S ahead of us. Rut w(' may lie thankful that all the 
prepaialory woik done in our own lestiictcd liihl in India lias iuo\ed to have 
been on the right foundations : and eveiy day that jiassi's makes the jmsition of 
the Allies stronger, as it makes, I believe;, that, ot the emnny wi'aker. Every day, 
too, makes clearer to the woild the inevitahilily of the deensiun which we took at 
the beginning of Septemher, and the vital necessity of our attaining oiir cdijectives, 
and of our protecting and securing the position of tiiosc high ideals for which 
we are fighting to-day. 

PllOVJ NCJ A L A U I’ONO.W Y 

AVhen I had the pleasure of meeting you a year ago, gentlemen, T spoke 
of the working of rroviueial Autonomy, and the sneecss whieli the scheme of 
Jh-ovineial Autonomy under the Act of I'ddf) liad aehie\ed in this great presidency. 
1 said, too. that Proviucial Autonomy was only one ])art of the scheme, f 
emphasized the imi>ort.anec of bringing into efleet without any delay the scheme 
of federation which was the coping stone of the coustitulioual structure embodied 
in the Act. 1 said that it was all the more important that we should secure 
federation with as little delay as praetieahle beeausc of the deterioration in the 
intcriiatioiial situation, ami I urged tliat we should luess ()«i with it with all the 
energy in our ]K)wer, since, whatever its shorteomings, the federal scheme was the 
scheme that held out the best hoiie of swift coiislitutioual progress and of 
the unity of India. 

We meet to-day in very different eirennistaiiccs. To my deep regret there 
has been in this province a temporary inlerriiption in the normal working of the 
scheme of Provincial Autonomy. VVe have no longer in ])Ovver ministers backed 
by a majority in the h’gislatiire ; ami the administration is pcrforec being carried 
on under the emergency tirovisions of the Act of 1935. hJo one regrets, I am 
sure, more than you do yourselves that this should be the case, or that at a time 
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when the l)iirclcns and the rcBiionpiljilitics to be carried on behalf of the public 
are p,rea(er th:iti they have ever been, ministers should not be in ]) 0 \ver to assist 
in c*arryin[i: those burdens. We can but trust that this interruplion will be 
tempoiary and that the ic-establishment of the normal vvorkiii}; of the constitution 
in the juovindal s'phere will before Ion*;' be ])raetieable. 

Busin<:iNSION OF FEDERATION 

Blit in the iirovincial held we liave, at any rate, been able to 
briiifj, into ])eiii|4, and to test by jiractical application, those jiorlions of 
the Act ol D;').") Adiich (h'volvi' en'al jxiwers and lesponsdiiiiiii's on elet ted ministers. 
We liail no', reached that ]>oint in the Centre ^^hen the ^^al• broke out, thouiAh our 
])i-eparali()ns were lieiu'r pusiied on ^il.h all ]>ossi)jlc encrey. At the bepiniiiny of 
the war, wlddi wo had every reasfin to believe would develo]i ou lines which 
would make it immediately ncce.shary to c-oncentrate every atom of our enerpy on 
the ])roseculion ol the war to the exclubion of all otlu'r matters, tlic couise of 
wisdom, mmdi as all of us mieht rof-iet it, was clearly for tlie tlie time Ijcin^;' to 
suspend tlu' I'vc'paiations aiooi for llm establishment ol the federation of India. I 
deei)ly H'piet. mysidl that th.at should ha\e beim mvesrsiry, since whaii'ver criticisms 
on one prouml or anotlu'r haw been levelled apainst the scdieme of federation in 
the Ad, could it Init ha^e lu'cn breaieht into o^'Cialion, it would, as I rcmaiked 
ic'cditly e]se^YheIe. ha\e provided ns with the solution ol almost all the luohhuns 
that eonfiont ns to-day—tlie jux'senee ot alinistiMS at tlu! (•('utie; the association 
of the Indian h^lati's—a j'oint of sneli vital inpoitanee to Ihitish India—in a eom- 
mon L'ovei nmenI •, K'prwenlation oi all minoiities on the lines elaborated after a 
eonsideiaf ion of th(' ( lainis and juoj'osals ol the minoiities themselves; and the 
unity of India. You know on]\ lix) well liow thinys have pone since kci'iemher. Ido 
not inopooc to ddule on that to day. 

War Aims 

As yon know, in les] onse to reipiests for a (lai ilication of the aims of his 
Majesty's (loveiinm'ul, and of tlieii intentions towaids India, liis j\lajist>’s Covernmenl 
liave mad.e it (dear, lioih tlnoiu h siatinuMils rnsned by mvself, and in I’ai liamt'iit, 
that tluii' ()hjedl^(' ioi India is full Ju'minion p^ialus, jtominion t^latns, too, ol the 

statute of AVi'St ndcister \aiiet y ; ihjit. so lar as tla* intei mediate ]>eiio(l is eoiieiu ned 

(and it is Iheii disiie to make intermediate ]!(Miod the shoiUst ] u ad ieahhOi tliey 

aie K'ady to considei the J i Oj s ninc, ol the scheme ol tlie A<‘t of IDdo so soon as 

piadicahlc' idhcr tlie war with llo' aid of Indian opinion; tliat tla'V aie iiU'iared in 
the meanlinu', subject to sncli locc.l adjust nu'uts between the leadeis of tlie pieat, eom- 
mnnilies as may Ik' necersaiy to (iisine haimonious woikinp, and as an immediate 
earnest of their intentiem, to e:<]'and the E.xeeiitne Coniieil ol the (luvei noi-(leiiei al 
by tlu' indusion of a small i.uml)(r of ]'(diliial leadeis: and tlial tlu'y aie ready 
and anxious to pi^e all tiie help lliey (*an to OMicitine the (lililenllies lhal eonfiont 
us and (hat eonliont. India to-day. But those ar.suianees luive not, to my ])jolonnd 
repict. dissipab'd (Ik' doubts and tin* nneertainlies which have led to the witii- 
drawal fiom olilee of the Conuiess Minisliiis. and wlueli liave made it ueecssary 
in seven provinees to make use of (he (‘lucrpeney jn’orisioiiH of the Act. 

No CB'K'^'I’ion of (hvoi) Faith Sc khNCERii'Y 

'The pronouneeuu'iits made on heh.alf of his Maj( sty’s (Tovernment since 
the b('cinninp; ol tlie war make clear, I Ihiidv, beyond ahy question whatever, 
their intentions and their anxiety to lielp. 'J'he federal Beh.eme of the Aet 
was itsi'lf designed as a siape on the road to Dominion Hlat.uB : and under 
that sc'heme, (li'visi'd, I would remind yon, lonp l>eioie there was any question 
of a war, vi'iy wide and extensive {owns were to lie ])laccd in the ImndB 

of a (Nmtrnl (loveinment rej'resentinp the Indian fstatuB as well as British 

India, and eonstituted on a very liioad basis indeed, 'i here can he no question 
of the pood faith and the sincerity of Ids IMajest^’s (lovernment in the 
ed’orts tiicy have made to deal with tlie eonstitiilional future of India. 1 
well know that tlieie are many ]ieo])le wdio press for swifter and moic 
radical solutions of the (iiohlems lieforc us. I do not qneslioii the Bineerity 
or the pood intentions of those who feel that way. But all those of us who 

have to deal with ])roblemB of tluH mapnitude know' only too well how often 

we are attracted by a))] arcidly simple solutions ; how often those ap]»arently 
simple solutions, when more closely investipated, reveal unexi'ccted dilliciiUies, 
and diflicnlties, too, of unexpected imporlauee, anxious as we may all be to 
take what Bcems to be the shortest course. 
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Short cuts, ns mniiy of m know to oiir cost, arc too often ]>rone in cxi^crience to 
lead to a conHi(lera))lc \\asfce of time. Nowhere I fear is that truer than of tlie political 
])roblcms of India, for there are diniculries, of wliicli we are iill aware, and which 
we all regret. But they will not bo avoided or disposed of by i^’,norin^ their 
existfsice. The wise course is to face those dilliculties and to iry to lind a solution 
of them that will result in (he sul^sequent coo'peration of all tin; parlies and interesfs 
concerned. ^V"e are, aflt'r all, dealiue, not with oiu^ political parly (uily but with 
many, nor must ne foreet the essential ne. essity in the interests of Indian unity, 
of the inclusion of tlie Indian Stales in any constitutional scheme. 

(ti.AiMs Of j'.IiNOKrriES 

'Jlierc are the insistent claims of the minoritic's. 1 lu'cl refer only to two of 
them—the eieat Muslim minority and the sclieduled c;isles tluMC :ii(; the ejiarantees 
that have been [;iven to the miiioiities in the j’-ast ; the fact that their [losition 
must be safi'^Oiaided and tiiat tliose j.'naiantees must be hon()ur(‘d. 

J know, ^('iitlcmcn, tiiat \ou appie-iatc (lie diiliculty ot the position of the 
Viceioy and the diHi-uilty ot the itosilion of Ids Mai‘’sly's (i()\’ernmciit, faa'd as 
they aie with fitione ami conliictinc, chums advaiu-ed by bodies and inteiesls to 
wliose \ iews tin* utmost. alU'iitiou must be laid, and vrliost* posiiinii must recei\(; 
tlie fidlcsl (-(uisidci’aliou. .Ttislice must be doin' as b('l\^ecn tin* A-oi'Cis pailii'S, and 
his Maj('s!}’s (Jov ei ii ment aie determined to see doin'. Bu! 1 would ask my 

flic ids' in (lie vaiious paities to (onsnlei wlielln’r (liey <-anintt net to.clJiei- and 
lea-'li some aeu('('luent between tlicniscl\is wliidi would iacililal'c luv task, and t.lie 
task of Ills Maj' siy’s (ioNeinmcnl, in dr.dme wuli this \ii;d (iiicslioii of Indian 
constitutional pio/ucss ; and i would \cntui(' acain t.o ('tni hasi/.c tin' case tor 
com j ii’oiu ist', tlie < as*' loi’ aw'idnij; too iijid an api'ioadi to piouhuus such as those 
with which wc aie ilealiiie today. 

No IhSi'FlE As To Otl.IjUTlVit 

As to the ohjeclive there is no dispute. I am ri'ady to considei’ any ]v,actical 
Kuenestion that, has ei'iicra! supjiorl, ami 1 am lead.y, when tin; lime comes, (c) i;ivc 
eveiy hcl[> that ]' peisoually can. Hi'. ?,iajcs(y\s (loieinmcut aie not bliiul—nor 
can we Ix' bliml lierc- to I'le practu al di'ilculUes iuvolvcil in mo'.iun at one ste-p 
li-om lh(' ('xishue ennslitutinnal noi'iiinn into tliat consh! nlional posiiioii wiiicii is 
lepreseiiti'd liy Itominiou Status. But hete, aeain, 1 can assme yui that their 
I'oi.ceiu and mine is to spao* no elnut. to ;cdin-e to the m'liimum tlie intenuil 
bel.ui'i'ii the exisiiuc siate of tiuius and t!ie actiicveuieni ol Divnunioii Slaius. 

d'he oiler is llnu'c. 'I'ln' H'spom-hulUy th it tails on the uo' it I'olilical ])arties 
ami tlu'ir leadms is a lu’avy nn", ami onu ol which tla'v aic, 1 knowp fully 
eonscioiis, d'Jiey have Uel’ped me lu the pa^t. 1 ask today tliat they will liidp me 
Hpaiii ami help 1 mlia, and I ask for tr.eir coepei aiiou ami tlicii assistance lu 
teimiuatiiin at as early a dat.e as pos.-^dile a stale ol tliiupa whi( h all wiio ha\’e 
faith 111 the \’iituc ol eoushtutional pro.;i('SS must deplore : a slale ol tliiiics wdiicli 
evi'iy lover of India everyone who is eoncerned to advance her inleiesls —must feel 
today to be a hitter (liHappoiiitmeiit. 

(Jentleineu, L thank you once a.naiu for the honour you have done me in 
iinitini; me to ))c your |i,n('st today, and for the oppoilmnily you have j^iveii me of 
meetinti you aiiain. It has indeed been a j;real \)leasurc to me, and not, for the 
iirst time 1 sball carry away happy iceollections of the liosiiitality and the kindness 
of the Orient Club. 



The Indian Economic Conference 

23rd. Session—Allahabad- 2iid. January 1040 
The Aihuiess 

TIio 23r(l Bossion of the Indian E'-onoinic. Oonferonoc oj^cned nt tlio Senate TTnll 
of Allidiji))ad Univoi'siiy, at ai)out noon on the 2nd. January H)4() under the 
aMS])i(*es of the Indian ICconomic Assoi-iaiion, and tlie ])re.sidenlHiii[) of Dr. L C, 
Ju.tii, rrofesHor of lv*onomies of Ihinjal) University. Mrs. Tljo// Lakshmi Dandil 
inaugurated the Conference in the absein-e of Tt. .Tawaharlal Nehru, who (Hinld 
not be ]u'escnt. 

“rolitii's, rhilosophy, history, rehyion, i>sy«-holoyy. pconoinies, eonnnoree, all 
these 80 constantly art and lea'-t on each o<her, that it is difih-nll. to disentan<j,le 
one from the rest and imiuwsi'oh* to tiaavt it an indepemh-nt, unrelated unit”, said 
Urofessor Atuunmlh J.'ki, Viee-Chaneellor, Allahabatl University, and Chairman of 
the lieeeption Committee, in Ins addiess of welcome. 

Speakiii'; of tin; need of a ]H'oi*er scale t»l' \ allies, l*rofessor Jha emphasised 
iliat (he basic truth that, must on.-e aeain lie recognised was (hati the welfare of 
all human heines slionld he of eipial impoitance to man. “()ne of the truths that 
must he a(*c(‘ptcd is that., all hnnian activity must he calculated to perform the 
tu'o-folil function of }j;ivine to tiie doer (lie Jjiylu'st dee;ree of satisfaction and of 
heiii'c. l)(Micll( ial to manhind”. 

laden iny, to moni'v, specially money as the source of ]) 0 \V(’r and tlie eaiise 
of waste, as (lie root, of the major ills ol today, 1’i'ofessor ,)ha said (hat. w'hat- 
e\'er elassilicafion of mancy wo made the fa<d. remained tliat, money had come to 
occiijdiy an ent.ii'ely disproixn tionatc shaie in llu' .-'ire.i's of men and nations, and 
the old warning, against the worshipjaws of IMammon mieht once ayain Ix' ri'peatod. 
“1 am not. eonceim'd with the dis])u(es ol cappidism, Socialism, Coniinunism or the 
older Liber.dism of the cdassieal economists. Wiial 1 o'ajt'cl lo is tin; ])!\ilosophy 
tliat the only basis for a new and stable ci\i!isation is coniu'cted with live means 
of production. W'hat. I am conceined ahout. is and what, I think economists and 
sci(Milisls and ]ioliiicianH and all who mat(t‘r, shonld ri'sist,—is tlie t(Midcncy to 
almlisti all standards of ]m})lic and ])ii\at,e conduct, to s(d, np a ]mre!y materialistic 
eode ami to depiiie mankind, if nossiiilc, ot an nnfailiniy sourei' of inspiration and 
eomfoit and stimnln.s t.ii nohle and nnscHish < ondiict.” 

In eomdusion. Uiofcssor .Tlia reteired to the ^’lta] prohlem of iilanned ('conomy. 
lie said that we must a\’oid (.he mistake made by other i-ountrics and evolve a plan 
suited to th(> conditions of onr conntry and not at variance with (he ymiiiis ol oiir 
race. Mere docLnnnaire repioduction of schemes intended for othei iieojdes would 
not do. 

IhucsijiEN’riAE Aodkjcss 

J)r. L. (\ Jniv, the President, then read out Jiis jircsideiitial address in the 
eourse of whicli lie said :— 

Enoiiomists the world over would be doiuy, mankind real service, if they 
could think out, lines on whicli iiidustrial activity could "tlevelop ivitliout siicli 
disastrous (‘onsequences as vve sec around ns to-day. If modern machinery, wliiidi 
is threatciiiiiy to become an all-consuminj;' monster, eould be made subservient 
to a noble imrpose—that of lyrovidiny, universal leisure for the imrsuit of things 
of ])crmaiient value, beautifying, life ami makinj; it a source of joy—the world 
may still be saved from another iSlahabharata. 

The world is faced to-ilay with a situation in which all iirinciplcg of orthodox 
economies have been cast to the winds. Nations liavo been vyiny; with one another 
in their cmlcavoiir to achieve autarky or economic sclf-sullicieucy, and at the same 
time have been competing to lind nun kets for the absorption of their surplus 
produce. The rapid industrialisation of Europe procccilcd smootlily on its merry 
course, so lony; as there were cnoiiyh markets abroad to take off the surplus 
produce. As soon as a saturation ])oint was reached, rivalries beyan to raise 
ominous heads culmiiiatiiiy; in the last Great War. The Treaty of V'ersailles 
w'as essentially a victor’s imposition on a vanquished enemy. As such it carried 
in itself the germs of the very disease which it sought to destroy. The result 
is what promises to be a virulent epidemic of aimless wars. 

There are two facts of contemporary economic life which must be faced 
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Bqiiarely. The pro^^rcssivc rci)lacemciit of human lal)our l)y machinery bririf^s 
about a Bta|:,e, in eveiy country, when the j;rowtli of indusfrial population outpaces 
the demand for la})nur. 'i'liua an ever incrcasitit; number of ])crson8 are thrown 
out of employment, unless at the same lime there is a c,oriespondin<Uy ])ro^ressive 
exiiansion of foreij^n markets. ^Secondly, all the countiies that iinlil ately ])rovided 
diimiun^' prounds for the surplus ])roducc of industrial countries arc becominjj; 
economically self-conscious and are steadily nq'iisiip-i, to continue to play the role 
of mere hewers of wood and draweis of water. The main task whi ‘h hu es the 
modern economist is. in my huml)le opinion, to briii^- abou^ a reconciliation 
b(‘twecn the conllictiii}; interests of machinery and men, aiid those of the p,rcedy 
exploiter and the impatient exi»loited. 

Two thin[;H supcest thcrasclves. The economic; evolution of modern 
western society has as its fundamental basis, as tlic very keystone of its 
foundation, a y)ro}j;ressive increase in material human wants, so that cai-italists, 
])jCBent and piosje'ctive, may continue to cater lor thi'in A\hile adibnjj, to 
tlu'ir own pelf and power. When the normal prowMh of such mateiial 
Avants shnvs down to a pace not to the likini; of the capitalists, new foi'cc's are 
set in motion, all too unconsciously |)erha])S. dhey tend to create an atnujsphere 
euIminatinc,' in the creation of a new type of wauls, wants not of the ijidi\idual 
but, ol the State, such as the lieeil for incicascd aimaments, in order either to 
safeiruard existinc interests aeainst some fancied thieat, or to red'css a fancied 
AMX'uv. I do not say rhat capitalists enter into a d('bi)eiate (‘onspiiacy to brine 
about a slate of war Ix'twcen nations, but the ('cojiomic structuie of modern 
industly is such that it must keep movine faster and yet iastei' or perish. And 
it is tins iiiheient urye that must pciiodi(alJy h'ad t,o aimed condicts. 

I'iconomists tlu; world o\er would be doinir mankind o'al seiwice, if they 
could tlunk oullim'S on which industiial a<di\ity could dtweloj) without such 
disastious eonsecpiences as we sec' aiound us to-day. Jj modern maehineiy, wddeh 
is tliu'alenine to beeomo an ali-eonsummp’ monster, could be made sidisi'ivient to 
a iiobh'r ])Uipose—that, of ]>rovidiiiv nni\eisal Icisiiie lor i-lie piiisuit of ihincs of 
jxumaiieut value, beautifying life and makinc it a souico of jo}—the world may 
still be saved from another IMahabharata. 

f^OCJALISM ANI» (lANinilSM 

Socialism, as it has been conceived so lar, has been tried on a jricantie 
scale in at, h‘ast cuu* C(.)uutry. 'J'he results, Irom all rnaouuts, ari' not encoiiracinc. 
And tlu'v cmdd not be, tor socialism in the last aualvsis is m)t so miudi a (pieslion 
ol a paitierdar economic structure of society as ul a eh.ance in luinian natnie, 
the substitution, so to si>eak, in the human ear, ol an encine of vvliieii tlie 
moli\alinc luice will l»e not piixale rain, but social cood. Althoiivh 1 fully 
belu've in tin; essiauial poodness of huimin nature, 1 timl it haid to eonci'ive of 
a stale in man’s ailairs, when the seli will lie altopi'lln'r (traced and undiluted 
seltlcssuess takes its ydaee. It wmiild thus a])pear that neither eaidtalism nor 
socialism i)iovules us with a sure line for the fuluie C(a)nomic evolution of 
mankind. .Nationalism has ])roved to he a curse ; internatiunalism, so desirable 
in Itself setuus imjiossihle of aehieNcmeut ; eapil.-dism is (ut'akinc and hieakim; ; 
eomuumism or even socialism is at lU'esciit discredited. Js there no way oui, ? 
rerhaps a solution of the i)rohlems which the failuie ol these two systems has 
eonfionted ns with, lies in a happy ))lendin” of tlie advaiilapes of both, in the 
em(M“ccnc(' of a luwv economy in which private eain will not contliet with social 
pood. .Mahatma (iandhi’s messape of non-violenec and charkJta, if its imydications 
are but fully imdeistood, may yet be found to contain in it the secais of a 
liajipy future for humanity 

Ihit the New Order should be achieved by evolution and not by revolution, 
by the conversion, as-far as yiossible, of w'ronp into ripht and ot sellishness 
into seltlessness, on the principle that all life is one, and thiouph the juaetiec of 
((himsd or non-violence. That way theie is no eoidliet of interests, but only unity 
and harmony, d'o sueli a state of eeonomii* ledeialion of humanity man will 
prow ste]! by step and stape by stape. When such a stape is reached" all men 
will work 111 universal brotherhood. 

Recent 'I'iiend in Indian Economy 

With the rapid (dianpcs overtakinp the woild India no lonper has the 
position of a mere looker-on. l!^ome movement can certainly be discerned in 
Indian economy ; there is at least a preater conseiousness of the economic riphts 
48 
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of Uic pooplc and a f^rowin^ diH])oaitioii to recognise them. The establisliment of 
lesponHiblo governmont in provinces and the consequent need of Bccuring the 
g()od-\vi]l of the rural electorate has led provincial governments to initiate a nnml)er 

of experiments for bettering the condition of our kisdna, such as prohibition, 

economy in salaries, rural legislation and national planning. Although a fcov 
of these measures are still a matter of some controversy, there is no doubt that 
something has been achieved towards imju’oving the lot of the tenant and the 
agricultural labourer. The II. T. Tenancy Act, for example, is a piece of useful 
legislation, and if full advantage is taken ot its ])rovisioi»s, tin; smaller tenanl.s 
stand to benefit, dlie work done by the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research and at various experimental farms, education itrovided by agricultural 
colleges, supply of imi)roved varieties of sectls ami other State and semi-State 
activities of a similar character (U)ntinued to yield good results, as far as they 
went, during the last year, lint the root problems of agricultural economy 
arc still with us. 

May 1, in this eouneetion, suggest the cstablishmeut by one of our provincial 
governments of what might i)e t('imcd as Agiicidtnral Improvement Trust, d’liis 
d'rnst should eompiise a body of soleetetl incn, exp(‘r!,s in all kinds of farming, 
animal hiisbandi-y, sei icul (nre, cottaee indnstiics and sm‘h other aetivilies us 
torm part td onr iioi mid rural life, (lovernment should a-quire and ]ilacc 

at the disposal of this Isidy enough land to permit, of large-scale cultivation hy 

means of such modern machinery as is callable ol being easily bandied in Indian 
conditions, d'iie d'riist sliould gnarantce to the owneis, tenants and labourcis of 
the area thus acquiied a minimum oi what each has earned, on an loerage, over 
a I'criod of the piec'cding lliiee years, leipiiring in rclurn their tidiest co-oj;cration 
in the culti\'alion and ilto elopimait ot the laud. The Trust would thou proceed 
to construct, in ])laco ot the existing insanitary villages, a number of model 
villages, ])ioviding all the necessary amenitie.s and start ])rodnctivc operations on 
a eomprehensivc basis. 


T R AI >E A <; RKEM ENTS 

Turning from agTi(mlturc to onr trade, the most im]^ortant event of the year 
was the trade agreement made after unduly long talks with (Treat Ibitain. 
Negotiations have been in progress for a new trade agreement witli .Tnpan. it is 
sad to oliserve, however, tliat the liai>py lelalions wliich have for long existed 
between India and Ceylon iveie ilistuibcd o\or the eiilorced repatriation ot some 
Indian laboureis. The sore question ol eiirrency and exchange continued to auitate 
the ])ublic, mind. On the oiu' hand, the Indian National (,'ongress again repeated 
its strong condemnation of the current iiipec exchange and dcmantlcd a change, 
and, on the other, the Indian Oovernment equally cmpiiatically refused to take 

artion. Roth sides seek to jusiify tJieir views as solely in t.he interest of the 

eountry, hut both cannot he right at the same time. From a national ]»omt of 
view, such a conthet is to bo deeply regretted, and an imjiartial examination of 
the wdiole question by economists is, in ray oi>inion, long overdue, not only to 
determine suitable actiun Imt also to assure tdie public mind." In eurreney, more 
tliaii is often realised, it is very imjHutant that the stejis taken are scientiticaliy 
correct, but it is still more important that the people are fully convinced of their 
correctness. 

dhe contemplated banking legislation is to be welcomed. The operation of 
the new Insurance /\(d. has clle^^•ked the hasty growth of ill-conceived concerns and 
helped in tlie rehabilitation of contidence. Witli this Indian insurance mav be said 
to have started on a career of sound iirogress, but the future need is the 

amalgamation of many weak into a few strong institutions. 

National Inht. of Economic & JSocial I^esilvrcii 

In this eouneetion,^ T would strongly suggest an early establishment of a 

National Institute of iv«conomie and Social Resi’arch, endowed by jirivato geneiosil.y 
and supported by public beneficence. Such an Institute would stimulate the 
scientific investigation of many economic questions —for instance, the grow'ing 
problem of unemployment-which so much atlect the numerous aspects of Indian 
life, and base all economic research on reliable statistics. 

With regard to the National Planning Committee appointed for preparing a 
comprehensive ])lan for the economic develojiment of onr country, no plan can, 
however, be of any real value unless it is related to actual data—data not already 
collected by indifferent or incompetent agencies, nor data as we would sometimea 



379 


~2 JAN. ’40 ] PT. NEHRU’S OPENING SPEECH 

wish them to he, but data as they arc I hope T am not exa^faci al in if I 
say that at present economic statistics cither do not exist in tliis country or, 
if they do, in not a few cases they make one think of “lies, chinin lies and 

statistics.” If economic studies aiid ]>lan6 are to be taken out of tlieir ]»iesent 
habitat of criticism and controversy, the most urji,cnt need in my opinion is 
the collection of statistic^s which should conform to “truth, th whole truth, 
and nothin;:; but the truth”. The National Institute 1 have in mind would 
work ir> close liaison with tiie Economics Departments of our Universities. 

The need for the development of economic research lias ;j;rcatly increased 

with the outbreak of w'ar. 3’he economic Btren;i,th of a nation is no less imi)ortant 
to victory than her military power and, in the exist in;:; circumstances, the 

most substantial contribution that India can make must lar;;ely be on the 
economic side. 

Industrial exjiansion offers the pireatest opportunity to India for helpinp; 
not. only herself, l)ut also the Uommonwealth of Nations in winning; the ])ieBcnt 
war, India is undoubtedly in a better ])osition to-day, as comi»aicd with the 

bepinninp of the war of Pill, in repaid to lier raw mateiials, labour and 

capital resources and the cxislinp; state of industiics. Put a most careful 

plan is needed to determine wdiat existinp- industries mipht he develojied and 
new industries started, so that the pap cieated by the fall in tlie iniiiorts of 

manufactured poods and niadiinery couhl be most economically and speedily 

fill'''d nil. Amonp such industiics the manufacture tif cliemical and electiical 
poods, machinery and B]iii)-buildinp immediately sprinp to one’s mind. 3'he 
develoi^ment of what are called key industiics desei\es immediate considera¬ 
tion. The whole industrial turitf policy and the natuic and extent of present 

protective tariffs need to be examined by a ’rarilf Poaid, which should I.ast at 

least, tlirouphout the duration of the war, with a vii-w to secuiinp adjustments 

necessitated hy elianped conditions. (Veisonally I have lonp; held that the 

policy of ad hoe d'aiitf lloaids lor a country like India is entirely unsound. 

Wdiat we need is a ])cimancnt dariff Commission). 

Pttulic Finance 

There is no doubt that whatever the nature and duration of war, questions 
of i>ublie. finance are hound in future to tax inereasinply tlie capacity of tinance 
dci'aitmcnts both in th.e 1‘iovinces and at. the C'cnlrc. (iovcriimcnts hotli in 
India, and in Kncland are to he conpratulaled on manapinp tlicir finances, on 

t.he whole, exiremely well, hut there is considerahlo scop-e for reduction in 

expenditure, and raisinp llie etlieieney of administration in tliis country. 1 doubt 
if Ka\inps etfeeled hy a cut in salaries, even if salaiies above Ks. fitK) weie 
halved, (‘an he very larpe, but I have no doubt that the I'sycholopieal \alue 

of such a slej) in the present temper of India will he inealeulahle. At, the 

same time, jirofits arisinp out of wuir, Avhether in the shape of a rise in 

pri‘CH or in share values, should he subject to heavy taxation, d'hc income 
tlius derived, however, mipht he returned to industiics throuph preater indus¬ 
trial rcBcareh. This may be su])plementcd hy floatinp a hip loan of say Ps. 

IT) to do crores—only two day’s war exjienditurc of the United Kinpdom—for 
lauiichinp ajiiiroved industiial schemes in various provinces. 

Pt. Jawharlal’s Opening Speech 

“The present structure of the world is breakiup u]). W^e may not he always 
very eh'ar as to what will replace it. Rut this mneh is eertaiii that as far as 
world economy is concerned, the problem of distribution lias to he the main jiivot 
in all ])lanninp”, said Rt. Jawah(U'lal Nehru, addressing the Conference. 

“As far as the w'orld is concerned the ]M'ohlem of production has been snccess- 
fnlly solved”, continued IT. Nehru. ‘Tt may he that in India, due to forcipn 
domination and other causes, we have not been alile to solve the ])robIern of jiro- 
duetion siiceessfuly, but even so the problem of distribution should receive our 
attention in the main. Distribution has to be planned. This is the main idea before 
the National rianning Committee.” 

He said that the peojile believed that the Commitfee would build some factories 
and set up some heavy industries, that is, it would concentrate on prodnetion, but 
with already so many vested interests in India it would be iiiidesirahle to add 
further interests in planning India’s economy. In fact, said Dt. Nehru, these 
vested interests went to the very root of the problem. The Committee must have 
the power to implement its decisions, which it would be impossible to have without 
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political freedom. That, in turn, cle]ien(le(l upon economic freedom and economic 
freedom could iiot be achieved unless we dealt with tin* vesteil interests, “i'hus, in 
one sense”, said Ft. Nehru, “it. may be that the Committee was only thinkinj^ in 
the air and indideiu” in a eood exercise for the mind. Hut it is ]>re]iarin^ for the 
future. 'I’he task before the C'ommittee is very comprelu'iisix e and it will be enou^ih 
if the C'onimittee coubl indicate the lines for the future and };ive us somethini;' to 
think al)out and act U)ion. d'he twenty-nine sub-commit,lees will submit their 
rej'orts in the middle (d March. In the first week of Apiil the National Flannine; 
(lommittee wdl m(‘('t t,o c.onsidcr these rej)orts and make a draft report. The final 
report will be ready by the (muI of June. 

“I'he economu*^ ills ol the woild are not due to imbniduals but to fundamental 
economic causes. Jdie (*ld ca))italistic system has bioken up and with the end of 
this war we will finally see the last, ol it. Some form of Stale control of pi’oduc- 
tion, transiH)rt and dist.iilmtion not only nationally, as duo to the exigencies of the 
W’ar, but also iutcu'nationally will jj.Tadually come to its own.” 

'Talkin'; ol tlu' new syslmn, lb,. Neliru said that althoipji many thin|;s had 
tarnished the idc'alisin ol the new system which liad arisen in Russia and althou,i;h 
one disa]>])I()^'e(l of some ol the i»)lit,ical trends in Russia, one tbinj; was certain, 
that the economic foundations of Russia were sound and they did ]H)int a way to 
th('. final solution. '‘d’h<‘re is no way out except a socialist economy, i’oliiical 
democracy has tailed to make it success!ul. It must be allied with eeonomie 
demo(“raey and it, must be based on socialism. Of couise, to ap]dy every thin;; 
blimlly to India from Russia will be foolish. The essential tliin;; is to solve the 
]Uoble.ni of (list libiit,ion without which evmythini; else will po by the board.” 

In conclusion, relenine, to the sl.iess laid by tlie Conp,ress on village' indus- 
dustries and Khadi, Rt. Nehru said that some ]>co]»le ioiiiid a coutlict between tlie 
]>lace of bi;i industries and that of \illai;e iudustiii's in the scheme of India’s 
planned economy. Hut, the matter, if .aone int.o deei)ly, would show that iii the 
liresent, state ol fndia’s economy, it was nect'ssaiy that both ^illa^c indnstiu's and 
hia indiistiies should woik and he hnilt up in eo-ordiuatiou. No country could be 
tree or keep its iudejKmdence without, develo'pina bia iudustries. For one tliina. 
it (ujuld not, lia\e ]>roper defence servi<‘eH. However, lor India the de\’elo])n)ent c)f 
bia indiistiies did not seem to be near for a a<^'^‘<’ration at least. Villnye industries 
were necessary, lint, they eonld devclo]) rmly with Slate action in the foi m of j)io- 
leelion, wliich iinoheil economic and political ind('])endence, and to retain indepen¬ 
dence in the economic sense, bia indiistiies were necessary, '‘'rims, 1 want, in¬ 
dustrialisation in India as much as anybody else. J also think that villaae 
industries are essential and should he developed in c-o-oi'dination with big 
industries.” 


The All India Statistical Conference 

Third Session Madras—3rd. .laniiary 1940 

TllK WlilX'OMK Aiuuikhs 

His Errclh’vni Lord Erskiv(\ the Governor of Madas inauanrafed, on 
the 3rd. .fanuary 1940, the tliird session of tlic All- India StaTislieal Conferenec at 
the Sc.nate House of the IM.idras Hniveisity. Frol. Hitndd HdLcUiikj presided. 

Mr. F. Tb Rb//, t’hairman of the Reeei'fion Fommittec, extended a cordial 
welcome to the di'leaab's and said that in the ])resent aae statistics played an 
important, part in all walks of life,—whether industries, labour or commerce. 
Whether they 'wanted to build ii]> a labour ludiey or to have industrial ])launina, 
eolleelion of statistics had to lie undertaken, as without such slatistics there was 
hound to he uncertainty ns to the facts on whicli the eoncliisions were to he 
based. It w'as also necessary that iieriodieal statistics lelatin^' to all eimnomic 
rpH'Stions should he com]>iled in all provinces and prefmahly on an all-India 
basis. It was but ri;;!!!,. therefore, that legislation should be adopted both by the 
I’rovincial and Central Le<;iHlatures enabling' competent authorities to collect 
information where they wmre available. 

Mr. Ciri referred to the helpful pari that statistical invPstif;ation had played 
in eoiiRolidatin;; the ^ains of Frohihition and promoting national ])lanninp; and 
eonj;ratulated the University of Madras on Riving; statistics a }>lace in the 
Diploma Course in Economics. Hut considering the great importance of statistics 
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in all economic studies, it mij^ht, he thought, be desirable to have statistics as 
compulsory ])art of B. A. Honours and Pass Courses on Economics. Jt would 
also be useful if sludenls, after graduating themselves, spent at least six months 
in ])ractical application of their studies for the advancement of rural economy 
and collection of statistics relating to the different asi>ec(s of village life. 

]\Ir. (bri next cm}>hasised the need for constituting a Pro incial Board of 
JCtainomicH with the assistance of the Economics l)e]>arlmcnt of the EniNCisily, 
of the various ]>rofessors and lecturers of the Eniveisides and colleges, aiul 

trained invi'stigators. 'The graduates should eouie under the su]U'rvision of tliis 
Board, and the Board in its turn, must de]»ute them to some \'illages in the 
districts t,o which the graduates belonged and askeil to have a survey on tlie lines 
indicated. Gonclnding, ]\Tr. Giri hoped that the Conference, consisdng as it did 
of e\])('rts, would give a lead to the whole country in the matter of lht> (U_o(‘logincnl 
of slatislicfl. It was indeed gratilying that they had ns the Bu'sident of this 
(fontcrence Professor llotiilling, distinguished Statistician and ex-Pi esidiait of tlie 
International Ev-onomic Society. The Conlerencc was lionnd to lai a gri'at 
huc{h;ss uinh'i- his dishiiguislied presidency. 

Mr. Giii welcomed I’rofessor Hotelling and His Excellency the Governor 
and reqiK'sled Plis Excellency to open the Conference. 

GoVKKNOU’S Ol'KN'INeJ Sl’KKOlI 

/y/.s* Excrllcnrij the (hirernor, declaring th(‘ Conference oi'cn, ofreii'd them, 
as Iicad of the ])rovince, a very sincere and cordial welcome t,o IMadras, and 

lieartily associated himself with the sentiments which the C'liaiiiuaii of the 
l*ecei)l,ion (Committee had alieady expressed to tm* same etl'cct. “()iir City and 
TTniversity”, Plis Excellency said, ^are honoured indeed by the presence of so 
many scholars of emineiua' and wt. consider it fortunate that IMadras has been 
chosen as the seat of this All-India (Conference of iirsl,-rate imporlance,” 

‘\So far as India is conci'nied”, His Excellency continued, “mhance in the 
theory and iiracticc of statistical methods has not long i>assed tlie stage ol infancy, 
d'lic general juiblic, as a whole, still view the eollection of statistics with a very 
jaundiced eye. ddie liouseholdcr, the large scale agiicidhiiist, and the emidoyer 
of labinir lament., or vehemently object, when presented with demands for statistical 
information, it w’oiild he interesting to know whetluu- even statisticians themsehes 
chafe on Ix'ing luesimted with forms to fill ii]) at census time. 

‘dhit for all that, w'e must have facts and ligures. No pfhciently ]dann('d 
progress in the ec'onomic field is ])Ossihle without them. Tu this disturbed 
W'orld of ours to-day we arc faced with one ineontrovei tihlc fact. It is that 

])rescnt day economics seem to have out-riin our ability to regulate and 

control them—or even to sort accurately the I'erplexiiig and iutinitdy eompli- 

eati'd eeoiiornie relationships hctw'eeii one iialioii and another, or among various 
iiiff'rests w'itliiii the same state. Overproduction, unequal distribution of gixxis, 
cycles of de]>ression and such like ])henomcna are hut the Rym]»toms of an 
economic malady. Its causes must he diagnosed, and a suitalile cure devised. 
The present century has seen several attempts to this end -five year ])laMs, ten 
year plans and so forth, but unfortunately in some cases there is grave doubt 
whether the cure has not ])rovcd much worse than the disease 1 

“But this is whore the statistiedan and his studies are of tlie most vital 

importance. 1 would repeat -we need more data and the most scientific use of 
Bueh data. The growth and movement of population, the elleet of taxation 
and regulation on industry, the factors which control and alleet exploitation 

of agricultural and mineral resources, the tliietuations of trade, banking and 
exchange ; nutritional, educational and ]*uhlic health trends—to mention only a 
few—all are susceptible of such stalisticjd analysis as will, if tlie results be ])roperly 
co-ordinated, provide the only solid basis for national and international economic 
plan ning. 

‘'Your owMi researches have already been of the greatest use in many 

subsidiary, yet highly important, aspects of internal administration, and wo exj)ect 
still further advantages to accrue from the work which the Institute is doing and 
is encouraging others to do. 

“Here I feel that I must make a special mention of the services of Professor 
Mahalanobis, the Plonorary Becretary of the Statistical Institute, to statistical 
progress in India. Commencing his work on a voluntary basis more than fifteen 
years ago, he gradually gathered an organisation around him. The studies in 
which he had his helpers engaged from time to time in an advisory capacity to 
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variouB Provincial Governinonfs, soon won him a well dcRorved recofiinition, and 
once finaneiid aRRistance was fortheominL!:, the Laboratory which ProfeRRor 
MahalanobiH had created developed into the IiiRtitute afi it is now. It would be 
diflicnlt adecpiately to a]>i)reciate the value to India of this g,reat piece of creative 
endeavour. 

“Finally, T must con;’Ta<ulate the Conference on having peciired as its visitinc; 
PreBident for tluR year a scientist of the calibre of Professor Jlolellinj^. A {glance 
at tlie list of his pnblicat.ions is enough to indicate the depth of his knowledge and 
the Rcope of his achievernentB in the sphere of Btalistical lesearch. T feel Rure that 
THider his {.niidance the dediberations of thiH Conference will be both Ruccessful and 
beneficial. 1 have now ^reat \>leasurc in callinj; upon Professor Hotelling.” 

IhU'.'IOENTlAL AoDRKSS 

Pro/. Harold Hotidliiiq then delivered his lu'esidenlial address, lie said 

StatislicB in India has had a luilliant bepiiininp. d'he superior Rtaiidards of 
work exenipliiicd by the Statisliral 1/aboiatory at th(: Ihesidcncy C'ollcce and })y 
the papcTR ]m))lishcd in Sankh^a, have eht’ii a solid basis in the ornanisafion and 
activilics of lln^ Indian t^lalislical fnshtute, ha\e made an ini]'.ression in all jiartB 
of the woild wluMc statistics is cultivated as a scliolaily Fnl)j('ct. (dlicial and 
scini-otlicial iiajuiiies on a variety of sidijects, such for e\am])lc as that, relating, to 
the acicapc iiii'lcr iiite, bid fair soon to attain a riliaijilily in tliis country 
Kurpassini; that, of corresponding impiiiies in coiinliies in vldch statistical 
inv('stiyati(>ns liave ])een cairu'd on over a lonycr ])('Ti(»d, 

To a very aieat extent this developnn'ut is due to tl’.e ins]>ired zeal and 
Hcicntific talents of one man, Piofcssor P. t\ Pda.halanobis. Ills woik, and that of 
members of his laborafoiy eionp, ha\e been lundamental no! only in exi-inj)!]fyiua; 
the use of i>roper sta'tisti.-al methods aliendy noiked out, sliov.'inc tlu' way for 
others also to use with co!iiid<'ucc these powei fid tools of iufpiiry and inference, 
but, also in develo]'inp new methods a])j)roi>riate to situations not co\ei(d by 
]vre\ious mi-tbodoloyical resi‘ari-h. 

Another caiisi' ol tlu' ausiueious character of the beyinniny tluil lias been made 
of statistical woik in India is that this country has ncM'r Ixaui encumlx'red with 
t.he mass of inaccurate, im'tiicient, and obsolete statistical methods anil notions that 
elsi'vbere, liave inij'cdi'd j-npriss. d'his advaiitaL-e has an industiial analogy. ^\ hen 
(iermany and .lai an enu'reed late from their backwaid feudal conditions and 
I'lnbaiked on modem industiial lih’ tlu'V astounded the voi Id vrith the spci d of 
their development and fpiit kly onIdislanci'd lony-estahlishcd com jiel ilois. d'iie 
lundamental reason lor tins seems to ho that they weie not loadial do \ n with 
deci('|>it old machiniiy or (what, is even more impoilant) deciepil old ideas and 
methods whic-h in oth(;r eountiies had coiue by lony iisape to be iivaided almost 
as divine revidatiou. India is to-day unencnmbc.ed by a uieal body oi suiiersliiions 
which, in eountries wheie statistieal methods of some suit have lony lieeii used, 
stand as a masshi: barrier ayainst tlie iiitiusioii of superior mi'lhods and iihais. 
There is reason to think that in the ahseiiee of these snjiersiilious barriers, and 
with the cxcelli'iil start (liat lias heim made, slatislieal theory and Ptatistieal 
])racliee will rise rapidly in India to liciphts not yet dreamed of just as industiial 
development iiH*reascd most rapidly where it Avas nowesi,. 

Aii> TO iMi’iiovE Hitman Life 

The many ways in which slalistical methods and statistical data are 
capable of iminoviny human life, thionyli {]\a natnial and the social seienees, and 
in industry and e<-onomie aetivities of myriad kiiids, are only liecinniny to be 
iimleistood in spite of their truly impicssive aeeomplishments. ddio chaste, 
beant.y and intelleetnal debyhtB ot the theory of statistical inference, reyardi'd 
as the otl'spriny of matliematies and indiietive loyie, arc known at ju'csent only 
to a few devotees ; but this theory is hound in lime to receive a wider appreiiation 
ami a hipher valnation even apait from its practical usefulness in the form of 
api>lieationR. Fneh apnreciation will secure for statistical methods and statistical 
theory the interest ancl siif)])Ori which is necessary to enable their full ])otentialitie8 
beiny realised in bringing new light and new vigour to every department of 
the national life. 

d'he statistical superstitions of which T speak are the vestigial structures 
remaining from liygone methods and notions of many periods, but come largely 
from the empiricist movement in science with which the nineteenth century 
over-coricetcd the speculative tciideneicB of ciiilier times. This nineteenth-century 
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empiriciHrn cmpliaBirtcd facts as af;ain8t thooiics, and in some minds became 
liyl»eitroi>hn'd into an iiinvilhn^iicss to interpret observations in the li.!j;lit of the 
tlieory of errors of o])sc: \ ations. 'idie facts, and the facts alone, were regarded 
as worthy of real consideration, and any injaiiinative interpretation was to be 
frowned iri'on severely. I’liis attitude led for example to the tabulation of otlicial 
statistics in f(nnis whhdi p’leatly diminislied their iisefLilness to tin seeker after 
nnderlyinji, caiiscs and tendencies, sacrificinjA mncli of the valual)le information 
inherent, in them l)y such proec'dures as exct'ssively coarse and irr('j;u'ar ^roupinn, 
and the nc;;!ect of };ioss-tahnlation whose results mi;,',ht have revealed mue-U 
re^aidin^ social and economic, foices. 

]M ATIIEMATICH AND B I’ATIS I’K'S 

Another consecpience of the ])rcvalent hyp(‘rtiopUie,d empiriensm lias been 
a scjiaration from t.iie mathematical theory of stat.istics and probatiilit.y 

of the pio'Ct-ses of in\entinp, slatisticid methods and ])rocedMres and of choosine; 
anion;^ those available. Ihxamples ol this nnnalujal separation will be appaient 
at a plance at any one ot nnmeious text-books on statistics used wididy in 
coliepes in some countries. '1 lu' boast of tln'se books is that tliey do not 
rc(pii!(' any knowledge of mathemati'S and can b(‘ nndeistood by any one. Eaily 
in the book tMeie is usually an extended discussion ol vaiioiis kinds of avcrapi'S, 
sucli as aiilluneiic, p.eomci.tic and haimonie means, llie median, and llu* mode. 
'Idle ciioice to be made by the st at is'iciaii amoiip, (liese laiiioiis measiiics ot 

cenir.d \aliie is ei.ooly iliscns;-cl in terms ol ease of calculation and ot.lu'r 
]iropc‘itics ot Kccctu-'lary iiiiporlan. c, w'iibout, any miMit'oti w liatso', ('r ol the vital 

laci that the ino.'^l. a-a nralc estimate <al a ccntial 'I'aliic in tciins (>[ olrsci \ ations is 

a liinct.iiMi ol the hum oi lue lieipitMicy disl i ihu i nm, dctc'ininabh; together wiili 
a mcasuic ol iis a ■ciiiecy hy llic mathematical methods ol tie' theory ol I'si:mation. 

Patci in the hool; Ih Te is likely to he a h'nr; chai-ler or sciics of chai'ters on 

linit' sciii's, with many liliisliatioss ol j>iuccdnii's but with a toial disri'eard 

ot the pioblem o' inakinp inJerences fiom time seiies with the help of the theory 
oi ])ioba)!ilJiy. klany jiapi's aie dmoted in some ol lhest> hooks to teaching had 
methods of chaliio; with scas mal \a;iaiioM, scdnlar l.iend, (airK'latum ami repression. 

()m' irctliod ol (‘al nilat.inct s-aisoual \aiia;ion propoiiiuh'd in numerous such 
books, and c’vcii lo-day bcinp laundd to thousands of s'luh'nls by laboiions 

liuiuc! l ad d’llliup. is not only imaii- ieal in tlie modern sense of losinp a larpe 
]'ait ot tlie in lot mat ion intiinsii- in the data, but iip.ohes an allopet lier ('xeessive 
aiin>i nt of (‘omputalional woik in eoniparison with sinpder and more accurale 
methodr^; and besides all iliis, pn es adjnsiments foi scimonality that in many 
rases leave tb.e adjusted seiies with oh\ious tiaces of siaisoiial vaiialion. 'ro the 
pieat fundamental advances in the theory and tecimhpie of statistical inference 
that, liave been made in reeenl decades some of liiese books icmain completely 
imbllerent. 

Dkeect in Tea('iiin(i oe Btatistius 

What is true of the text-hooks must lie assumed to he true also of a preat 
number of teaebers of statistics. In eountries whcie stalislies lias become an 
old subject of instruetion it is quite common to find it tanplit by inst.rnetors 
wdio not only are without any fundamental knovvledpe of the subject but, throuph 
lack of preparation in mathematics and statistical theory, are unable even to read 
the current literature ot the subject they are toachiup. Whereas university teaeliinp 

in most subjects is siijiposed to he in the hands of those who have specialised 

in theii respective subjects to the extent of eoutributiiip to them, it has come 

to be thouplit ill some places that a suiiicient (pialiiiealion for a teacher of 

statistics is a kuowlcdpe of some held in wdiieli statistics is ajiplicd 

Mathematics is neple-ted in connection with the teaeliinp of statistics 
on the proiind that (he students would not imdeislauil it. IViliaps a better 
reason is that tlio teachers and the authors of the hooks do not uudersland it. 
Re.cause of the failure to po Ihiouph the mathcinatieal derivations of statistical 
iormulae in the process of teaeliinp them, mistakes are perpeliiah'd and multiplied., 
copied from text-hook to text-book, and accepted and incorporated into statistical 
practice by credulous students who have never learned to examine critically the 
derivations and full mcaninps. An instance of this sort of thinp is disjilayed by 
the so-called standard error of the eoetheient of rank correlation. Walter 0. 
Eels, in the Journal of the American Statistical Association for 1929, pave an 
amusing compilation of numerous versions of this formnla taken from different 
text-books, differing apparently because of accumulated copying errors from each 
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other and from that ^iven in a paper of Karl rcarson’s from wliieh ultimately 
tlicy were Hiii)posod to have been derived. The comedy is heightened by tho 
diseovery that this ])ai)er of Pearson’s is not matliemaiically rigorous, and wo 
have no very ^ood reason to think that the various authors would have ^iven 
the correct instruction to their readers even if they had all copied with more care. 

PosrrioN IN India 

This phase in the development of statistics from which Western countries 
are now emer^in'j; with consideral)le dithcnlty, seems to have been skii^ped in 
India. No one in tliis country, so far as 1 can iiml, is en^a^ed in promul^atim; 
unsound statistical methods. Moreover, constructive research of a fundamf'utal 
B()rt is j;oinL!; on, as is evidenced in the ]>at!;es of Sankliya where the mathematical 
contributions of 11. G. Pose, S. N. Hoy, P. V. h^nkhatine, K. II. Nair and others 
have won recoj;nition throughout ihe Avorld, and by the very siibstantiril 
(‘ontrihiitions to statistical theory by Indians ])ublished in other countries. 'I'lie 
pa;.:,('s of t^ankhya and of other journals also boar witness to the intelligent 
application of statistical metliods, with fre(iucnt minor additions to tlieni, having 
^^eneral value, by workers in the various sciences, in industry, and in 
ac ricidt iiral icscarch. 

The sta^e is tlius set for a jrreat development of sound statistics in this 
conntiy. A}>plicati'vn usually laas behind theory by a considerable number of years, 
d’bis lac, has been erowiiiL; smaller. The jn-operlies of the conic sections woiked 
out ))y (JuH!k pcomi^tcrs were not a))plied until two thousand yirirs later, ^vhen 
they were really for the work of Kepler and Goipernicus and played an essential 
liart in the devi'lopment of modern science. On the other hand, only a few decades 
cla])sed between the iliscovcry of clectroma'^netic induction by Ibiraday and Henry 
and tlie establishment of an electrie power industry based on the use of this 
]nincii)le in dynamos. More recent discoveiies in pure science have found their 
lirst applications in still less time, hut continue indefinitely to >icld new human 
values, 'I'lie pure theory of statistics now beinc developed can likewise be deoended 
upon 1.0 brine about, in a relatively short time, an increasinc stream of new Jininan 
value of the most diverse sorts. 

'The yreal mistake that is always beinc made is to undervalue pure science 
ami abstract theory in comparison with tlic more direct and obvious values of 
applied sciiMicc, inventions, ma'-liincs, and tccliniipies. In statistics tliis has meant a 
coma'll! rat ion on i)racticiil appUcatums, without, t ronbline too much about, the 
(piaiily of the statist.ical t.ools used in them. 1 have o':’lcn lu’ard ('conomic 
HlatisUciaiis (piote the asscvtioii that it is tooli.-,h to use a fine ra/.or to do the work 
of an axe, a’oparcntly leclinL!, that this means that thi'ir bad ilata call for the use of 
l)ad slalisli'-al methods, whereas actually the very tact of the excessi\'e inc;inlaril,y 
of economic data ri'ipiircs accurate treatment in order to extract the small amount 
of valnalilc infoimalioii that is in them from the larce irrelevant jiortioiis. And so 
l,he axe is used on a pood deal of statist,!,-al material that rnicht yii'ld somi'lliiny^ 
(jiiite uselul under moie inteljment treatment. The real reason undeiiyinp such 
wasteful proc.edincs is an ipnoranee of tnndamental theoiy that leads l,o an aversion 
to it. An es.si'iitial jiart oi the development, oi statist,ies shonld be a close attention 
and a liiph repard for the mathematical and lopu-al foundations. It is only in this 
way that proper teachinp ol statistics, sound practice, aiKPconlinued propress can 
be insurcil. 

Statistical Institutes Work Reviewed 

Prof. P. (\ MahdlatuPiis of the Statistical Institute Ckilcntta, reviewed tlic 
activities of the .Ml-uidia Statistical Oonference diirinp the last year and said that 
they deemed it a privilege to have the o])portnnity of lioldiiip the annual conferenee 
in Madras which had ‘an establisheil tradition for statistical work and a preat 
ri'pntat.ion for mal,hematii-al researches,” Statistics had its oripin in statecraft and 
had always been intimately connected with ])nblie administration ; and they, 
therefore, felt preally honoured and cneoiiraped by His Excelloney’s ])resenee on 
tliis occasion as it set the seal of approval of the head of the Government of the 
Province on the juoceedinps. He thanked Mr. V. V. Giri for his active sympathy 
and help as the Chairman of the Ueception Committee, and Dr. Thomas and other 
members of the Reeeiition Committee for the excellent arranpernents made by them 
for the Conference. Professorially, Mr. Harold Hotellinp reprcscnteil both 
mathematics and economics—the two disciplines which supplied the very 
foiindalions of modem statistics ; but it was as somethiiip more than a 
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malliemalician or an economist, namely, as an eminent statistician that they 
welcomed him tiiat day. 

rroceedinjA', i’rof. IMnhahinohis said that statistics was becominp^ more and 
more an allipervadinjj:; Hubje*^., beranse Urn basic, purpose of statistical science was 
to (hsvise enicient im!tli(is {)y whicli intormalion micjit })c (collected, nsnally and 

])referably iti a quantitative form, for lieini*. used in all splieres of human 

knowledge and activities. Tin; aim is to p,alncr the larj^cst amount of relevant 
information with the smallest cxpeiidii.nre oL time, enerpy, and money ; and also 
to do this in such a way that the information mipht be used with scientilic 

])recision, and the reliability ot the material mip;ht be assessed uilh obji-ctive 

validity. Statistical sci.mce was a ]»re-rcquisitc for all ollu'r s in whic.h 

in formation in a (pinn titat ive form was ncu's-cu y, for pioprcss. hoitistics was also 
indn.pc;,sable in all practical a<-i,ivities ol human .souct} in Avhi.-li diicctcd cll’nit 
must lie liascd on objiiftivi! knowledge for the m Unacnmii;, of success, po,aiistics, in 

fact, had its oinpin in social needs ; and nioic llniii othm s uema s it- had ul ays 

had its (diief source of inspiiation in }u'ob)cms of liiiman welfari'. Slate, ical 

science tlius pained its re.d si j nilicam-e Irom the social backiionnd oi man. 

Wiiatevei siuamss the Soitistii-al Insiiiute ha I alOiined in its w-uk was ilue to its 
kcepinc this puidinp moti\i‘ stcadfc'.ily in Mew. It had iaen their constant 
endeavour to show licit, slatmtics could he dii'cclly useful in pradical allaiis. It 
had heiui I,heir pood fortune to ha\e succe''dcd in doin.' Si) etlcc!i^,dy in some 

important scdiemes ; and tlii'y wcie piaSilcd at the inc;(‘:t,sinp, mcasuie of pufilic 

rccop,nition of the statistical S( iritce. 

rrof. Ma'r.il^ninhis then dc.dl at J-ai Ih riiih ddFcicnt imCaods of statistical 

eompiiatioii, such ns (simph-te ennnmiailou, and lamliin sani! bnp and said that, 
the preater ])art, of the wode oi s!aSst,i<-:d insiilntes 'limn die year iiml.r ie\ic\v 
was concerned witii lescaodu's in ‘simplinc, t Ucoi\” and ‘unc (hsi:n ol expel iments” 
as well as I,he piactieal lecliiiKiue oi (be sum, line method, 'i'bcic v. as iii (mt need 
for dc\’clo]iinp sidlalib' (('chnupte in rc omd to ei'ojt io:tc,*Njs at^ reasonable cost, and 
the samplinp method olh'-ed t.iic (Uiiy p.)ssii)!c line ot ad\amc in t!;is conncclion. 
d'he Puilcssor t.licn discnlicd statisii al in\esiipatnuis conduep'd in lepaiil to crop 
cuitinc. sii’arcane pc's's, bdioiir statistics, ibct, and licaiili siovcys. 'i he loi ilicomiiip; 
census, the spcc.ki'r coiOinui'd, rvas likely to atlbid coneulciabh' scope f(>r (,he 
aiiplication of modt'i'n siali.-.i ical metladls. lie hopi'd il, v, ouhl lie pos^,ible to 
orpanise a nnmher ul so’do-ev onomic sample enqoiiits lo supihnuni llie j opiilation 
census in Id 11. 

Willie it was pratifylnp to find that, the muni lor the use of model n slatis(,i(‘al 
methods was hemp incre.ismply realised, there was no a: ram'cinv nl, in India to 
provide whole time traininp in statistics, d iu' demand lor such tiaininp ^vas so 
insistent that a class was opened in (.ialcn.ila last year, ihit, iheie could lie no 
pnaiautee of the supi'ly of tiained statisticians in rcipiisiie nunibiMS until 
saIi.-ifactory arranpementB were made for tiaminp, by tiie t'ciitral (ioveinment and 
the Universities. 

Dr. P. J. Thomas’ Address 

Dr. P. J. Thouias, Rrosident of tlio IMadras llranch of (he Indian Statistical 
Institute and (Icneral Secielary of (he (.lonieiencc. pivuiosinp a vole of tlianks to 

11 is Excellency and the dclep,ales, said that tJie Madras lhanch was only two years 

old, hut Uni\(‘rsily lord enpapi'd itself in statislical studies for many ycpiis. dim 
Institute at Ualciitlri, under the abbi pnidanee of idol. I\bihahmol)is, was dirinp, 
admirable work, especdally in theoretical statistics, and his stinlu's had hcim lielpful 
ill rep,ard to eroj) hneeaslinp. ami mcasnrinp, ol foods. Jvi IMadras, they were tryinp; 
to specialise in eeoomic. ai)plicalions of statistics. Alter all, statistics arose as 
liolitieal arithmetic. Eiom the lappiniiinp,, it dealt with liie measurinp of the thinps 
that interested the Htate—iJO’pnlation, pu'oduetion, trade, prices, wapes, national 

income, and imlrlie finances. It was these ehielly that they had been studyinp; in 
Madras. 

While a certain amount of theoretical analysis was essential for the advance¬ 
ment of knowledp;e in any branch of science, there was, Dr. Tliomas continued, the 
danger of its being overdone in certain branches of knowledge. If economics was to 
have any real practical value and economists were to give useful guidance to policy, 
they had to make statistical analysis of economic problems. Witli the growth of 
Government control in many fields of economic, activity, it had become essential for 
governments and politicians to measure the results of jiolicies and this could 
be done only with the yardstick of facts and figures. Whatever the condition 
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claewhfM’C, Htatisti'IiuiK in India conld not make any conliihntion to economic 

thnniiht nor any aHsiBtance to the fonmilalion oi ]>oli(‘y iinleHS tlicy 

])aUc'i»Uy eollertcd the facts of economic life and analys(*d \n’ol)icms statistically. 
It, was this coiniclion that luul made the Madias Univcisity sj'Ccialist) in 
detailed sur\eys of economic conditions, rural and nrhan and study ami 

interpretation of tlie statistics of imlnstry, a[:iicnltnre, anti foieien tiade puldished 
by tlu' (70V(‘rnment from time to time. 

Iteliable iirimary data, Dr. Tlionins eontinneil, nei’e essential for ])io; cr 
statistical analysis (d' economic inoblems. Oobection ol sncli data on a A\ide 
scale was really the tvoi k of eovctnmenis and the a<-!alcinic stndents could 

only helj) in nsine them lor economic, analysis, j'he loii\ersiiy conhi-and, 

he hoi»cd, a\oii1(1 ioster the st.mly of stati^'r-s by mlnahiciac it more widdy 

in its Dccia'c coaises and insliliitina a si'paiati' Di: l-nna m Slalislics. With 
the introdiiciion of various imaisiiK'S ol economic amelia] at ion, it had become 
impera1i\e lor ])io\incia! po\ (‘rn nieiits to colh'ct iiml in t('i pi I't rlaliatics on a 
crowini; ram;e of subjects, it was not, enoueh to make S; oindic {ai(]'iii ies, 
'J’lie iMadias dovcinmcut were <he first. ]iro\incial (ioNeinmcnl to attach a 
traimol slat i,-d ician to the Industries I )e; »ai tnumt. Mucii \ali'ahle in'ormalion 
had thus been collecli'd aho-at f.imily biidcels, piiccs, and ti;alc condi'.H'ns and 

W'as maintaining a cost oi Iniip; iinle.v of labonieiS jii the CiW'. Jt was lime 

they w(mt till tiler, tor tlun’c was iieetl for a staiuline Hoard or Ihiiean of 
Ivamomic Enquiry which wamld, besides makiin; anj in\estivations the (una'rn- 
imait. miylil. need iioin tinu' to lime, also carry on a continuous inter|U('taiion 
of economil* phcnonuaia. He hopetl that this (jnestion would soon ('n-ace the 
atteiit.ion of llie (ioxernment. A more intensi\e study of economic statistics 
was essential to-day in India. In .Madras, they were woikinp, on this con\ic- 
tion and it would, he said, be tlieir endeavour to de\elop iicii' a H; hool of 
Iv'onomic Statistii*s. It nave them preat pleasine to welcome Trofi'ssor llotedinp 
who ahly combined the two loh's of economist and statistician. I"iom its 

i!U‘epiion, statistical Scieime ]ia,l bi'cn conm'cted with the woik of the State 
and it was but liltinp that the. administrative head of the Stale in ]\Iadias 

should 0 ]Hm tlie ( oiderence. ()n behall oi economic slatistii ians he Ihanlu'd 

llis Evcellcncy liir iniliatiinr in the ]>residency various imiiorlant ]nilicies of 

economic. amelioration which t.he.y hojied would <*ontiil)ute greatly to the 
widfaic of its l.eeminy millions. Tiie session then adjonrned. 

Mr, YeatH on aim of Census 

In eonnoction with the session of tlie Conlerenee, a ilisenssion was held 

on the 4th. January at the Senate Itoom, Eliepank, on ‘‘Himsns and population 
statistics”. Mr. M. IF. M. Id (H/.s, l.c.H , Census Commisbioner witii the Covern- 
ment. ol India, presided. 

IMr. Yeatls, in the course of his address, ohserved that the statistical fn*ld 
of India was eryinp out for a harvest of information ; but tln'v had to pet 
more reapers into it. ddionph he liapiiened to he the Census Commissioner, 
lie took a wider view of his po'^ition ami fniielions. They should not really 
look at the ])ast at all. 4 hey should obsei*ve in the ))ieseiit for tlie future. 

He would like to throw a much lonper beam aliead and try to see what the 

developments of Indian economic and administrative lile» would be and what 
]»ait the ei'iisiis sbonld play in that life. 

llis ideal was, Mr. Viaitts eoiitinncd, that every citizen slioiild be a field 
observer. One of the drawbacks and weaknesses of statistics in all eoimtrii's 
w'us the distance that, so often occurred between the original ])henoniena to be 
lecordcd and the first occurrence or presence of a ]ierson with the necessary 
outlook or training to clu'ck, criticise or test them in time. 'Fliey slionld aim 
at. narrowinp that pap. d'he idea of accurate oliservation was a tliinp which 
conld 1)0 taiipht to students in schools. Children, lieinp usually more 
detached in their aiqu'oach than adults, were within their own lields the 
liest ol)servcrs of all. If their whole body of citizens wmre ohservers, then 
they conld replace second-luiml or even tliird-hand by first-hand data, d'hey 
conld follow up imlividual aspects both for their own and for tlieir typical 
importance. 

lie used the word “typical” for a reason, Mr. Yeatts added. They had in 
India a population of continental dimensions. They wished to have a preat 
variety of information about that iiopiilation exju-essed in statistical tables. Hut 
the mere physical preparation of a single table for a population of 375 millions 



187 


-4 JAN. ’40 J MR. YEATTS ON ATM OF CENSUS 

was an extensive and expensive labour. If they could, ihrouf;h improvement 
in their own ecpiipment or skill, so lessen their error and extend iheir scope, 
that tliey could establish types from which they could accurately project the 
whole they had bcl'ore them tlie possibility of a far more use!id ni)pli( ation of 
their linnted and relatively inextensible financial resources. That was, of course, 
samj)lin^ and safety first should be the motto of all samplnn; a livities. Once 
they had a sutlicieut cadre of reliable observers in close and iey,ular conlact 
with i>henomena then they should be al)lc to derive all the infornmlion tlu'y 
required from an examination of material re^^ularly ])roduced day by da} in tlie 
life of tlie country. 

Dealing; next with the ^reat ])otentialities of vital statistics, Mr. Yeatts said 
that it their vital statistics were even rational in their content, Ihc'v should be well 
on the way to a deaicr ai>pre<-iation of what had been <‘all(>i India’s population 
])!■(.blem. lie would like to ask this lime such (piesLions as the a^e ol niolluMS at 
the birth of their liist ciiild and the number of ciuldien liorn. lie ho]H'd that this 
would make the vital statistics authorities in the Tiovinces and the States tw add 
this inlormation also to their syst.em of birth rcj'ortinc, Tcantiiii; out that, the 
lat,('st rejtort of the Pulilic Health Commissioner was for lUilT, Mr. "^h-atts said that 
this was due to the fantastic delays of some ]!aits ol tlie countiy in sending their 
rejiorts. Vital statistics relati'd to incidents ha]>]<eninp, mery day and at any hour 
of tlu' day and a ])roiier system should concentrate on makiii'; the lepoit of such 
incidents as easy and almost, automatic as possililc. Was there any leason why 
they sliould not, widen the lists of peisoiis to whom such leports niiyht be made ? 
At ihe end ot a scries ol broadcast talks fiom Delhi he had suppi-sted a synoptic 
vision which looked at the census not as an activity in itsell but, as part, of the 
ceneral scheme, ol administ.ration and inloimation the country needl'd and desii-ned 
to take a proi>ei ]dace in that scheme, linked up efliciently Init without ovcilappinc- 
with all tlie other elements. 

Dcaliipi; next Aviih the census o])erations, IMr. Yeatts said tb.at it had two broad 
and distiie;uisha!)le Sjhieii'S. The first was enumeration and the otln'r tabulation. 
Ihey had to make suie that, the entire i'0])nlation was asked tiie qiii'siions ilecidcd 
upon. In Enplaml the house-holder was tlu* ennmeiator and the so-called 
eniimeiator was mciely a distributor and collector of iorms. d’his system was out 
ot t.lic quesiion in India on acc'ount of vvide-spiead illiteracy nor ^\as it jtossible to 
l)ay th(' enumeratois as in Amciica. d'he luoblcm had been sohed in the ])ast on 
account ol the I'ublic spiiit of the ]icople who did the enunuration. India had 
anived at the cieat, truth that where lundamenlal matteis ol social observation 
were concerned, the cid/en sliould be the obsei^cr and be ]'!(') aicd to assist the 
State in that e:ipacity. d'his was a spiiit which they slmuld prcscr\'e lor all times. 
In the loytwaii areas, ]>arliculai ly in h'oulh In-dia, they bad villaec otiicers with 
p-evions e\]!ericnee ot census work. He woidil like to Sv-e constant th(m<;]iL beiipc 
demoted as to how they could use these factors to brine lepulaily the information 
they wain ted. 

Mr. Yi'atts staled tliat he ])roposed to ])rinl hums with only numbers for the 
questions framed on an all-India basis, d'he actual (piesiions could be madi; know'ii 
throuch local ])i('sses. The questions sliould elicit Ihe sort of inlormation tlic 
country wan'cil now or mipht leqnire for the future, ('ertain (juestioiis like ape 
and occuiiation liad to be askid. d'lie lu'ocess of tabulatinp such essential 
information woidd rcqniic a lot of moiu'y and only a little woiihl be left for otlier 
questions. Further every qiu'stion they presciihed had to he asked by the 
ennmcralor. He was the man to brinp home the yoods and they must study him 
and see that he understood those questions iieifectly. 

/’ro/. /\ C. MittnilanuhiH apiced with IMr. Yeatts that tho public, spirit in 
India should be fully utilised for tho eolleclion of information. I’uLlinp in a ])lea 
for supiilemcntinp the ecnsiis by siiecial surveys, he said that there should he a 
]'>ermaiient eeiisiis orpanisation in the country. If this was not ]>ossible the next 
eensiis should try a few exiieriments in some ihinps. There was no doubt a pood 
deal of latent spirit in the country ; but the initiative must come from the to]>. 
His ])lea wnis for condin'tinp sanqile surveys eoverinp demopraphic and economic 
and social enquiries. For such woik, non-ollicial statistical woikers could be drafted 
in ; but they must w'ork under the puidance of the Census Commissioner. Finally, 
he ])lcaded for tho preservation of the census slips for use later on. 

Dr. P. J. Tomas said that the ensuinp eeiiBiis was poinp to be a very im¬ 
portant one as it was cominp after a perioa of severe depression. An ill-balancod 
economy in which too many people depended on laud had been the bane of this 
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coiintry for and students of economics were scanning Uic occupational tables 
in Buc(‘essivc (‘ensnses to sec if more of the peoide liiid been taking to industrial 
pursuits. Great ])rogres8 had since l)ccn made in industiics and it would be 
interesting to know how this large industrial advance had alleeted their oecui)ational 
structure aiul lev('l of develoj'ment. 

After ]>leaiiiug for a scjiarate census of production, which would bring in 
informatioii about organised iiulustries, Dr. 'lomas s;dd that in India organised 
indust.iies ac‘e(umted for oe.ly a fraction of the total indusliial ]^opula(ion. d'he 
great Ixilk of them pursued hadicrafls in theii' own coMage and stalistics of this 
larges mass of ]ieo;ile could only be galliered throuAh a earc'tul use of the oc(‘u]>a- 
tional tables in the eeneial census. Owing to the lapul advance in industiial 
])rodiu‘tion, unemgloyment had increas^-d aimuig I'.aiidicrafisiuen. Only a small 
]»erceijtage of these pc'ople had heeu a))^or)Kal hy llu' ni!!':;-( 7 les. t^ome of them liad 
gone to land which was alieady under a iiea\y jircssuie and olhers had migrated 
to towns in seareh of woik. I'lmse who talked of ra; id meclinuisation knew little 
of the misciy tliat it mieht cause in liu' lic uliar eiici'insimu es of India. 

Dr. 'Miomas urged that I'ikk' should l)e some iiiuifumity in tlie elassifieaiion 
of oeeiiiialioi's fium e(*iisiis to ('(usiis. d'his l;ad lu)! 'ueii tlie ease in Ijidia. If 
the caste coimuii was (hopiged, o^ ci;]'alional tabdes bc« onu' m(U(* aceurat(', lie also 
thought, that the eiitiies in the “ohnen ‘iulirmiius’ weie (d bttle uliahilily. lb)r 
inioi mation, lelating to (h'afiiess, hlimbiess etc., they might utilise tiie rublic 
Health I tegartmeut fiom t.ime to time. 

A'Oncludiiie, S'l. d'homas said tliat a greud deal of valuable iiifoimation ettileet- 
ed at the cciisie-! was lOt onuiriiscd '1 iu' oiigiual sheets, which would ]»rovide 
valuahie imdeiials liu e-'i iiomic leseareh miglit he liaiuled over to the Ibiiversities, 

Air. A. AIIji‘r oi r.aruda said that li it, was not possible to have a 
]ie!maneul eeusi'S degMtimid, tli(\ n.igiit undertake Sj ecuil siun’cvs in ceitain 
diKielious. J'or iiiFlr-uce, they nugld take up tin* ([ueslinn of feilility in (Jovern- 
nu'ut senaiils or in geoj'h' enuMLed in emtain iioicssions This could be done 
easily juijiided tiny made a s'.ait liom now'. In tlie ^iial statistics, tlio age of tiic 
motiic'r at the tinu' ol liie iiist child liiilh was not given, 'lids wuis a necessary 
infoi mat, 1011 . l \ir K'sni'dum th‘' ag(‘ in the Census, they mii ht, ei\'c the coraj'lclcd 
yeais and Uioidhs. Air. AsuklKujfc was in i:i\oui ol the iclciihon of the didirmilies’ 
column, tor he said lliai ihis at least ga\c tl'.cm some inloi malioii, ii'gaiding blind¬ 
ness, deafness, lepJoSiV, etc., from de< ade. 'I'he meeting then teiminuted. 



Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 

Annual Session—Now Delhi— 3Ctb. March llHO 
The Presidential Address 

The annual session of the federation of Indian Chambers of Commenee and 
Industry was lield at iNb'w Delhi on the 30lh. March ItMO under the i)resideney of 
l)ewan Bahadur C. S. Knbidstibhupali u htliar.^ who in the eourse of his address 
oliBcrved ; — 

“I'he oulbroak of the war in Europe has elianped the entire I'^erspeetive 
neoiinst which we are accustomed to examine our economic ]'rol)l(’ms and 
dillicubies in our anioud sessions. I do not ju’esume to propliesy the sliape 
of tbines to romt' but i have no doul)t in my mind that, if ^wopeily ntilis('d, 

the situation cieated ity tlie i>resent war wonld enable India to se(Miie lier 
legitimate acd lair sbaie in the future redisilibntion of economic ]io\ver, and 
to rise to llu' lull stature of her economic development”. 

We asscmlile here to-day apainst a trapic inD'rnational j olitical backpround. 
Duiiup my tenure ol ollitT, the prowinp interiiaiional tiaision culminated in 
another major Europ-oan conflict lor the scc()nd time within the life-time of 
a ecnciat ion. 'I'lie i)(>lilical evcaits in Enro[»e were not without tlieir effect 

on t.nc political sit nation in India. In so far as 11 is Isxccllcncy tla^ Viceroy 

lias ]>ioiiounccd that the ]>olitical poal of India is the attainment of Dominion 

ptlatus ol the V'l’sl minster vaiiety the dt'claration is, in my o]iinion, a 
welcome OIK'. 1 btlicxe ll;a(. a considei able section of Jiulian laiblic oi'inion 
would have bi'i'ii sati'^licd if P[is JMajcsIy’s (Jovcinment bad j.n\cn a very 
clear indicatii'm of the exact la'iiud within which this poal would lie realised 
by India witliout the least room lor ]iiocraslination. I still liope that tlic 

inti'iititais of llis IMajestj’s (;o\einment in this ri'pard would Ix' made fully 
clear and unamliipnous. As leprescn(ati\(‘s of the coniuK'rcial and industrial 
interests of the country w'O are much conecined in the la eser\alion of 
inti'iiial tranquillity, ih-oiiomic piopress breomes inipossibb' without ]>oliti(‘al 
stability. Pniortiiiiatcly, c\culs diiriup the recent weeks arc makiiip it 

i'c'icasinL' ly clear that unless wiser counsels ])i('vail in time and men of 
poodwill spare no iiains to avert any internal commotion and disoidcr, the 

couiitry will be ]duiip('d in an iinpiec'cdented and serious politi(‘al iiplu'aval 

wl'i'b will be disirstions not only to our iiolitical propress and economic 

])ros])eriiy but also to the interests of the Enited Kinpdum in more senses 

than one. 

'i'he onfbiTak of the war in Euroj^e has ehanp.ed the entire pers])eet,ive 

a.ainst which we are accustomed to examine onr economic prolihins and 

didictiU!cs ill our annual sessions. I do not ]n-csnme to pioi)bcHy the shai'e 
of tbinps to (‘ome but I Iiave no doubt in my miml tliat, if ]>ro]'.cily 

ntilisc'd,' the situation created by the present w’ar would enalde India to 

secure her lepitimate and fair share in the future redistribution of economic 
jKiwer, and to rise to the full stature of her economic development. 

Govr.’s Attitude to Industry 

Here I cannot but observe that the attitude of the Government of 

fiidia towards Indian industry and commerce, since the outbreak of liostilitiis 
in Euroiie, does not appear to be very heljifid. It is unfortunate tliat tfe 

Government should have tliouplit it wise to impose heavy burdens on Indian 
industry and eommerce, in the form of new taxes, such as the Ihxccss Profits 
Tax, the increase in the Ifailway rates and fares and the im'K'ases in tlio 
Snpar Ihxcise and Petrol duty, at a time when the commercial community 
looked forward to the Ctovernment to give their help for bringing about a 
ra})id advance towards industrialisation. 

Another imjiortant consideration which I would like to ]K)int out is the fact 
that the aliility of the Indian industrialists to seize the ]>resci)t 0 ]q>ortiinily for forging 
ahead and making a rapid advance towards industrialisation will depend largely 
upon the attitude of Indian labour during the course of tlie war. I have every 
sympathy for the legitimate grievances of the wage-earners in India but I Bhoiild 
like my friends in the I.aboiir Cam]) to remember that India has much leeway to 
make up towards full-fledged industrialisation and during the transition period 
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any extravagant concessions would severely cripple her coiniictitive position vis-a-vis 
the forei^oi induBtrialisIs. In this connection, I would also enij)hasisG the need for 
co-ordinjitin;j, la))onr legislation and making; it aj)i)lical)le to all India to arrest the 
incrcasin”: tendency of the industries to shift from the British Indian rrovinces to 
the Indian btates. 

Tk ADE Ag HEEMENTS 

Early in the past year, the (tovernment of India opened nep;otiation8 with 
the (h)veinment of .Ta\>an for the renewal of the Indo-.lapancse Trade Convention 
and Brot.ocol of 'I'hc nej;oliations bctwerai the two Ch)vcrntnen!H arc still in 

]>ro^ress. As you intiy be aware, the non-o(licial adviscus have submitted a unani¬ 
mous re])Ort and earnestly hoi)e that tlovcrnment wouhl ;i,ive tht'ir seiions considera¬ 
tion to tlKiir views while neijmtiatiu” the new ajAiermeut. T also ur;ie upon the 
the (lovcrninent of India the importance of an eaily conclusion of the new Trade 
d'realy between the two conntiies. 'J'he (picslion of our trade treaties with other 
count l ies siudi as .lapan, Ihirma, C('}lon, and (he ]>ropos(Ml d'K'aty of ('ommcT'cre 
and Navi;j,at ion with t he Ihiited St.ates of Ajneiica remind me ol the miserable 
])li^lit. in whicli thousands ol our fellow-countr>men are jdacetl in some of the 
eountiies of tlie Ihilish Jhnpire, such as {-^oulli Afiica, Buima, C('ylon and some 
otiier parts ol (he woilds like Bedpian (^»npo and Aliyssinia. It is tlie fundamental 
duly of the (lo\'ei'niiient of India and Jlis Maji'sty ’h (io\ernment in (beat Biitain 
to seeuie the just rights and i)ii\ihveB of lln* Indian nationals wlio liave settled 
abroad and 1 eaineslly recpiesl. the Covernnient to utilise e\'eiy means in their 
])Ower to safei'iiai’d tlie j»osition and status of our nationals abioad who ha\e 
by their lalioiir and by their resoui\-es contiiluited so much to the de\'elop- 
inent and the prosi'-erity of the eountiies which they ha\e adopted. 

M'wo other (pu'r^lions which 1 would like to reb'r to aie ; (1) the recent 
amendment of the 1 iistiibution Older in I^uiiicil of I'.Ct') which emliodii'd Die 
])ro^'isi(lns of the Niemi'yer Awaid, and (_’) the oinposc'd (ensiis of ]U()(1 iiction. It 
is reiiorti'd that the Covernnient of India liave under eonsuh'ration a schmiie to 
organise a census ol ]U'odiictmn ol all the larye-scale oreanised industries in tlie 
(‘(juntiy. Most of the proepi's^ixe imlustiial couutncs havi' enacted laws jor the 
takinp of a compulsm-y inuiodical eeiisus of production. 1 widcome the hehvU'd 

intention of the (hivennm'nt to take a eeiisus ol )>r(>dnction of oiyaiiiseAl industrii's, 
l)ut 1 would nrpe them to extiuid the s-o]>e of the census liy applyiti” it 

also to the minor and small iiidustiies in this country. So far as the recent 
amendment, ol the Disn ilmtion ()r<ler in Coniual (19,U)), whidi ('mhodied the provi¬ 
sions ol the Niemeyer Award, is concerned, 1 would very earnestly di aw the altiuition 
of t,he Covernment, of India to the tael that the amendnuuit of any inpiortant 
]iart of the eonstilution whhdi has fai-reuchini; eoe.seipu'iicfs on tlui i)ros])eets 
of the successful woikiiip, of ])roNincial autonomy, at a tune wdicii the majotity of 
the. responsible Co^ ern inents lia\ e ceased to operate, is likidy to seiiiuisly mideriniiic 
the luihlie eonlidiuice in the Biovim-es and to a: vravate the chriicullics ot the 
Bro\incial (io\ ei nnu nis when the iiormal \Yoikiiu: ol tlie eonstitiil ion is restored. 

dhc most: oh^jo^s (.H'ect of Die war on Indian economy is that it has created 
an appreciable increase in Die demainl for a luimlier of India’s ]>riniaiy produeis 

and has to some extent enhanced the ])i-ic<‘S at wliich they can he sold. In my 

opinion tluue is no ease lor the control (d' piici-s of onr ei;,portii]ile ayriciiltinal 
eommodilies and any attempt to check the juices wdien they are just reeovei'inp,' 
Irom the ahiioniialiy low levels whieh liave j)revailed duiiuL>: the last decade, w'ould 
amount to didihci'ately dciiyiiiy, to the cultiva,tor his leyiDmate riplit to utilise 
the ])reseut oji'portuiiity ior iecoui»iiip, liis resources whieli were scaerely dcjdeled as 
a result, of the dejua'ssioii, 'Die lise in the juaces ol ami the iuerense iii the demand 
lor Indian ai;i'iculiiiial juoduee is hound to result in an ineiease in the juirehasinp; 
jiower of onr masses, 1 would, in this eonneetioii, nrpe the Reserve Bank of 
1 mlia to explore the jiosHiliilities of eneouraeinp,- habits of saving amorip,st onr 
ruial ])Oi)uhition, l)y the issue of sj'ecial Saviny.s Certiticales for the exclusive 
benefit of the rural i)Opu]atioii. To he attractive, the Haviups (’ertilleates should 
carry a relatively liip,her rate of inli'rest, and he easily realizable, pieferably at 
jtar, and Die Reserve Bank must endeavour to keej) a siibstaiitial y,old reserve 
as a baekiiifi, against these Oertilieates. 

Another H])here in wdiieh the wav has ])rodiieed strikinp; ehan‘.i:eR is in the 
sj>here of our foiei^n trade. Our external tiade is likely to beneht from the present 
cmerpeney as a result of the substantial iiierease in the demand for India’s stajile 
exportable commodities, the prices at whieh our exports are being- sold abroad 
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and I,ho direct, purdia.seH made in India on hohalf of the Allied (Jovernnients, TJio 
iiieroasG in the value and vohiniii of onr exports is. to hojuo extent, likely to he 
ollset l)y the coinplelc e*lirninalion of our trade with onr (ununies, by the ineonye- 
niencOB t.o e)ur nonnal traile \vil!\ the neiilials and by the lack of adequate shippine; 
Bpaee fc)r our expoUb to vari(»us in<ernalional markets. 

1 would iiiye tin* (h>\erinnent to set, up an K\'pert (touin I, consistin;i, of 
the repi escn t at i^■cs ot Indian industry and (‘onruicrce and to ad mi nisi,er the 
)>rovisions ot the vaiioes eontiols (export, lupiOLt, and e\<dranee) in consultation 
with such a biidy. 

AC'OU.MTU.A't'lON or i']ri:iUX(; llESoritOKS 

Another i)roblein in the rc'alm of onr external tiade is the fact that tlie 
relatively sn'ate: iiico'ase in the value and \olume ol our e\i ):ls (omparc’d witdi 
our impoi'ls is bound to resell, in a larpe, lavourahle balain c y)'\ trade ami lead to 
an eiunuuous accumulation ol Steiiinp lesouices held in London on our account. 

Low and in Aiiiat manner ue can coineit Ihese Stiuline, icsoiik-cs with a \ nuv to 

nxci’vinc the tnll value ol the payments for our expoits wliich aia; at ]»ieHent 
beinp mad(; in tiums of Sleibnp. is a ]>rohlem whi-h (hseiv<‘s tlie most smious 
consulei at ion and caicful thoipuht .-it. the pics(mt junct.ini'. 1 rvclcorne the announce¬ 
ment ol the iJoveinmcnt to iitdi/,c a part of our Slmliiin itxsuirces tor the 
convcision of our pia'sent Steiliini, olilications into llnpee (j)diuations. ]\ly only 
hope IS that the <iove:nment would biinp about, this eonviMsion in tlie lipht of 

eapa ity ol tlm Indian m mey ma. !o‘t to absoib the' lliipce sccuiilii's. 1 would, 

in this (ajiineclion, iliaw the eaincsl attention of the (Jo\ernmi'nt to a strong feidine,' 
in the (Ountry that in vica- ot the uii'ciulainty ;d>out tuc iiiture oi Siciline, it 
is ad^lsahle tluu we should utilise i>art ol tlu'se Suuline imsoun-es to purchase 
pold so as to buihl up a hope pold jcserve an<l also pailly to build up a reserve 
ol an alnunate stion; euiiimcy S'udi as dollar. 1 would urpe the saiiu' eonsideiation 
to tlie disj'osal ol l!ie luo'ceds of our sii\e! sides whieli aie at present bi'inp kept 
in tlie foim of Steihnp in iauidon. India is a deiiior eouniiy and luu' wdiole 
tiiianeial stability is b.tS'vl upon her ability to exj'ort lam,i*f ((u.'inli'ies relatively 
to iier impoits :.nd t.o maiiiMiii an exj'ort-s'irpliis which would he c(pii\aleiit in 
value to licr t.olal liabilities aluoad. It is ol utmost importaii a*, theiel’ore, that 
wi' should ulili.^e tins oppoilunily meated by the wav to i>artly eouvert, our 
v^leiliiip oiilieatioiis so as to lessen the prcssiiie which tlu' l^teiliiip lemittaiices 
evert oil our lv\'luiiipe, ami mainly to iuiild up a stione, (lold Itcservi' to withstand 
tlie dilli'udties wliidi would aiist* at tlie end ol llie piesent war. I trust that tlio 
authoiilics eoiieeined would show pieat caution in manapinp our ciiiiency diiiiip!; 
the present war and would see t.o it liuit the traeie lampeniip hy executive actum 
with our euriaaicy polny wlkn-h depijraai India oi tlie major lienelits aeeiuinp fiom 
the hist wai, would not lie rejieated duiinp the jiresent stiupple, 
iMPORTANe’J': OF MA'HONM. SlIlI’lMNPi 

WJlilo eommciitiiie: on llio ]'r()s]>c(*t8 of our export trade, I sliould like to 
nrpe the impoitamm ol the ni'ci'ssily of developin;; a powerful Indian mercantile 
marine. Tlie ]U'esent war lias made every maritime country realise the pieat 
iini'orlanee of Jiational shiftpint; for its economic i>rosperity in times of peace 
and for the defence of its coasts in times of war. Our shiiiiiinp- has not liccii 
alh^wcd to handle more than one-lifili ol tlie entire coastal trade of India, luirma 
and Ceylon. It should he rememhered that the eoastal trade is regarded as tlie 
]ucscrve of its natioiud shipi>inp hy eveiy maiitime eouiitiy. As the Ooveriiment 
of India have acceiited their responsilulily to lielp national sh.ipitinp in 
makinp snhstantial piopress in particie.uiim; in carrying; trades, 1 trust they 
will use tlu'ir intluence in solvinu, the exislinp, deadlock hetw'cen the Indian 
shipping companies and the Biilish sliippin^' companii'S, so that the just 
and legitimate claims of the national sliippinij, industry Avill be recognised 
and the oiiwuird mareh of Indian shiiipin;; ensnied Indian shipiiinc- has 
]nactically no share in India’s overseas trade. 'This is certainly a serious 
disadvantage to the larpe export and import trade of India—a disadvantage 
vvhiidi has beeome more pronounced under the present conditions of the 
war. I earnestly hoi>e that when the question comes iij) for further eonsidei a- 
tion, justice will be done to the cause of Indian shipping- by allotting to it 
its pi' 0 ])er quota of the trade. 

We luivc not so far tackled the problem of developing important jirodueers’ 
goods industries, such as machinery-making or heavy chemicals, and every 
effort must be made to develop these industries during the present emergency. 
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Anollior source from wliich stimulus muy be ^iveii for the osiiiblishmeiit of 
new iii'liistries is the iicliviti’cs of the War Su|);)ly Department. This Department is 
likely lo collect valuable data re_;a'MliM'; the ])ossil)iIili(^s of now indusl.rics and 
I would venture to sui;i’,est. tliat the Dej)arlment s.hould make available to the 
commerciid and general public such iid'oi malion in booklet form from time 
to time. In [(vartl to the establishment of new industries, llie fii-st and foremost 
ibHi;mlty of the Indian biisimssunm at piesent is tlie dilliculty to seciij-e 

atlc(piate inaeliinery for the llolation of new enterpiiscs in the counti'y. 
(Jovernment could come to their lu'lp by secuiine; maddnery from aliioad at 
reasofialtle ]>rii‘es and by placin',; at the dispo-;al o! (he industries wha!c\'er 

techni'-.d h(‘lp and athi'-e they lu'cd recardine; tlie e.'.taldishuK'iil, ol a new 
induslay. ( Jovimui incut should luTp the dcvelojinH'nl of lu'w industiies by inilial 
assistance in thi^ case o! important. k>'y industric's as also by ui\in;; an assurance 
to the business commnnit.y t.hat. in tlie case ot new industru'S whidi will be 
established duriiiL; the v.un, the (iovei iinnuit. would be jticp'aied to lieli) by 
j;iantiny a I'roI.ec t.ive taiutl'for a leasonabie peinid alter the end of the ^var. 

The Rupienie need of the liour. to my mmd, is that tin’ (lov ci'ii men I should 
take a lony-leim ^'ic\v of (In' situation and lay down spt'cilic ])lans for liiiiii;- 
imy about a rajud industii.-d (h'velopment which would be eoniineusuiale with tlie 
requiiemems and resouices of tiiis countiy. 

I'roceodilifts ar.d Koaoluiiops 
I'no'i’ic-T AOMNsi’ E\o].:ss Jhiotu'rs Bilt. 

d'lu' mectinc eanii'd a lesolulion ])ut from tlie chair stionuly ])io(('s'iiie a'odnst. 

tin' i npiO'^il ion ol tlu' ie\c('ss Trotits 'Tax, ^^h!^!l in tin' b’eiliu at ion’s o]-ini>)n vill 

adv('is(‘ly airet*!. tin' die elojuin'iit i)l indnstiies and eoiniiH'rci' and elnvk the How of 
new capital badly needed for tinaiicine, jua'sent and ni'w indiisliies. Min' resolution 
(leelaied that, such a le\y at tlie pH'si'iit ti:n<', i\hen Indnstiies and b’rade I'.ad just 
beyiin (o recover and eondilions iieie lipeforan indnstrial <'\pansion in llu’country, 
■\i'Ould stiike at the root oi industrial and eomniert ial develo^uiuait of the c'oniiliy, 

SlTi'l'LY llKt^HUKEMEN TS 

TtTr. 7h l\ Khdihiv move>l a rt'soliition refpaest.iiiL; tlie Co\('rnment of India 
to |■('Slnne tlu* piU'-tiee of adNcitisiiif; their su])])ly reqiiiniH'nt,s in (he ‘dndian dbade 
.louinar’ wlu'iever ims^ihle and nrejn',; (loveinmenl to keep in \ U'w the necessity 
of informing tlie iuihli(* that the waitiine snpi>lieH were piirehasi'd with d'o' K'nird 
to the inlen'St of Indian indnstiii's liy a ju'iiodi'al publication of how tlie vaiioiis 
tenders were, (h'alt, with and the sn]>])lies met. 

Mr. A/, M. Bhaf (Bombay), Mr. h\ J\. Gupid (Cawnimre) and jMr. Nautmin 
M.L.A. (Oentral) siqiported the icsolution which was carried. 

CONTllOl. OE 1‘liK'ES 

The next resolution reiterated the Idideration’s eoiiviction that, there was no ('nso 
for the control of prici's of staple ayricnllural eommodilii’s at tlie ]»resent iiiiu'ture 
in India and iiryed (lovmnment to renn'inber that in the case of exportahli' ai;ri- 
eullural pioduee, tlie prices of wiiieh w'cre di'termined liy international iaelors, 
control of prices without iiein*; eflei-tivc would deiirive the Indian cultivators of the 
Ix'iii'tit aecrnini; to them fiom the ehanyed conditions of demand and siqiply in 
the world iiiaikets. 'riie re.solulioii tlieieforc exju’essed the ojunion that (dovernniont 
shouUl not d('iiy this legitimate o]>i)ortiiiiity to the cultivator to nv('ra';e up his 
losses of the jiast ten years. The Federation appreciati'd the Doveniment’s (h'sire to 
lake all measures for the successful prosecution of the war Imt they wished to 
emiihasise that (loverument should see that while ]nirchases were beiiiy; made by 
the coni rolling; nulborities on behalf of the allies, the Indian cultivators received 
the same consideration as Ids brother eiiltivators in the dominions 

Mr. R. M. Gavdhi (Bombay) moved the resolution which was Bii]>]iorted by 
I\Ir, hJ. S. Ba</l(i (('^awmpore), Mr. F. AT. L)han(jc (Bombay) and Mr. G, R. CJicttij 
(Madras) and passed. 

Plea for Indian Meiupvntile Marine 

A lene:thy resolution urging the establishment of an Indian Mercantile Marine 
was ]>as8ed. It ran :— 

“•The Federation is strongly of opinion that as national Bhi]iping is essential 
for devclo\)ing India’s economic snllicieney and as India’s second line of 
defence, India should have, without any delay, a large, eflieient and fully developed 
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Bl\i|>|>iii^!: ownoil, coiilrollcd and iiiaiiaKod by ils oivii iialiniuds. 'J'lu; dillii'idUcs 
rccciiMy oxpcritMiccd in nilli India’s iinport ninl c‘\]:nils hade and (Jic* 

{liH()r;j,anisation of its inij)orl.anl, ])asst‘ni:<'r Irallic i>ai {K-.ilai ly on llie \\ csl, (joasL 

cniphasisc iiu)re than l)eloi<‘ the iinpcna'.i\e need of India j'ossi'ssiii"' a laipi! and 

])n\Neifiil inei’can (ile inaiine of ils own. 'i lie h’edei aho'ii, lluo'lore, deeply diiploies 
that in spile of the deelaiod and lei-opnised iesponsiodily ol I he t !o\ern ninit, of 

India for ludpin.i; India to hnild np sindi a neai an 1 iL; maiine in this country, 

neilliiir have the ((o\ernnimt of India lak< n any ('d'-t!'. e ..tCj’N to Ic’lp 

national shiiipiiiL’, (‘onceins in secniiny Kid'.siant lal pan i. i e:P ion in India’s 

iiiaiilinie l.radi'S, coastal and o\e..-,eas, noe ha’ve tln-y laid dov, n a policy or 

evolvc’d any plan lor achie\inp, that ohjcci w'hi-ii t'se y ni' iiouc ci)nntay 

ha\'in;’, a national (iu\eiimient has done and lias h.a n d'a-i’ i >; ie. ow e iMiionalh. 

'■''I'he ['’(’delation nie.<‘S the ( loveinnienl. ol 1-i Im to aha' a ,,i.' cioal sliaie 
to Indian natumal shipjiinp, eoina'i ns in the dos’ii iImi'.i a .»t I'o i' p 'la'.c 

“iiie j''ederation welcomes the (Miterpiise ot the p^'iiaii.t rvo'cn '' .o'oPion 
('ompany lor staiiinc a shiphnihlinw yaid in India aie! ( .dis i.pci 'ocvc neeait 

Id) yi\e iweiy assistanee and eiicoira eneail j()r tin; sp'‘c i_\' - lc\ c: m .'wcn i (jI ihe 

shiiihnildinc indiisliy whi-di is \iial to fhe municnae.'e ol hchas ]i / i:io,i as 
an iinpoitant mauhiue conii'ry.’' 

Sir Alnhit Ifii! Ill (, '>a:ii<: ri, in mo.in”, tln^ res >! e; e ),m. Ii.i cd histoiy of the 
ri\'a!!y between Indian and leitish shippin” ami cPi i "i i 'c c! r-im' oi tin' 

('.ilcatta poll to llaj hathc, !!(' nr.p’d the * lo\c, n cicid id In In ,'j e (.) inaisl, 

on i.ri'ish shipi'in” to come to Iciiiis wiili !nd.;'i s.o cinp .ccc”!, lo s- lcodi/;> 
Indian sh.ippinp indnstrN ami thud, to s'lhrm'i/e the pond ed -hi_- dwiidi c; 
yard in ('aientfa. 

IMr. ./. ./. kii/nhiiii (I'>omha\) snp:"n-(ed the i ('-.oliP loo. He r n 1 'I'at Imt for 
tlm i>oweilnl iidinciKC ol llutodd sliipiuio, die <o-e!i.'o; o! In i'cn ds'inc would 
lia\e hcmi much h”licr to-day. d'iie sp.“dv'ci it 'tcid'-l (1;.! ice h'l. 'iumcid oi 
India had not leaint anuhiiip from t,he hmi wa: and ooild Cai uoihniL d,i Indian 
Hhi|)pin!'' dniiii” lh(> pie.seni. eine;e-'ne\. I'e ic!cii(d i ) hm h.duie ol the 
< h)\'ei n men!. of India in scenrine, a shaie lor Indian mcpi’inj i’l I.ndid-; (lade 
AVilh (ireal- Ihiiain and .lapan. lie voiced Ipc appi e'lcesions dll hy Indian 
sliippiii^ about ihi; ai»poiiii nienl. of Sir (h’ljip.e I'amphcM, as 'd(in;:<dhm of 
Sliij') 'hip. 

all’. K. T.. Nan-inrj Rio (.Madras) oppose.l the i esi .1 nt ion. id- dcilaicd that- 
hefoM: the ledeialion eommitted ilselt lo snpioiiinu the ^(l.•idla ('ompany, and 
l)ef(.re tiiat. company (daimed the sympadi;^ and patuaioee ol Imlncn, d. must, 
liave a national hoaid ol m;inac,''nient formed on an All-imlia har-i-., muot lia\'e 
no manaiiin,e; apency svstim and mimt cue np ith piesent, )M-dc\ o! not !i-oisd’i- 

iinp shaies lo honaiide Indian investors. The ledeialion should ddm i.ieps loi the 

eventa.ial nationalisation ol tlie Indian Sh!i>))inp Indnsl.iy. 

iMr. L'lnrmlol R. d/e/dn, speahiiiu in snppoit ol the Seindimp e\ph(ined that, 
the Hoard of jMaiiayeineiit was in fact an All-1 ndia, one an ! as le aids tim 
nianattinp; ayency system, it was a matter on whieh a diilVienee ol o; inioii 
(’xisted in liie country, d'hc (.Company wnis a'painst the Iransler of its shales in 

eerlaiii eases because it. was anxious to ensure that the siiaiir; did not pe.s.s into 

noii-lndiaii hands. Hut he emphasised the (piestiou was not. (Uie eoniieeted wdlli 
the nianaycmeiit of iJie Chimpaii}'. ’J'he sliareJiohleis v^eie moii' eoiieeiiud wi.h 
that—hut it was wdietlier tiic ('omi aiiy was Indian and ileserv (wl sup;.oit. 

]\lr. Haniiits Lal/i (Kanudii) dwelt on what he deseiibid as the disc: imiuatoiy 
treat.meiit of Hrit.isli slii])pina, interests apainst. Jndiaii t.nulc ami deelaied it was 
the duty ot Indians to Buj>port national sldiipiny. 

Mr. Jl. J\ ]>/i(!(j<iri(i oj>jtosin” the releieiiee to the Heindins in the lesolution 
asked if that tVvmpauy had not adopted apaiiist another Indian ('omjiany the 
same tactics whieh it coin plained the Hrilish companies adopted a ainsL it (elieeis). 

Tlie President snyyesled that in view of the Oi'pusition the releienee to the 
Heimlias mipht he omitted. 

Laid Sii7-i Jlain and Mr. Kafitiu'hhui latlhhai a])]'(ailiny to the House to 
pass the resolution as it stood explained that tin; name of Seindias had heen 
mentioned because it happened to he the only Indian Company tiiat had come 
forward to start a shiphnihiiny yaid. '^hhe resolution did nolhiiiy to commit the 
federation to BU])])ortiny the Company’s management. The simple issue was 
whether national shippinp; should be sniiported. 

Mr. Nardnga Rao withdrew his opposition and the rcsolulion was 
passed unanimously, 
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rm:sj‘:uviN(; Exroirr Teade of India 

'Dk' nxM'liiii’ passed two lEorn n'soIiilionK. One urpcjd iii)oii povernnieiil (lie 
necessity ol sel('( h!i'.’ se.il.alily (iiialilied Indians in inakine, api>()inl-inenl,H to key 
posts, uhich Jia\'e keen ereiOed since (lie on (.break oI (he war v\itb a view to 
associaliiiL; Ii.diaus with iinpoitant depa: t.nients ol snpj»ly. 

S<n-(nir /'. ,S. (Eiinjab) Mi. l)alL‘rh!imi and Mr. AnanvuUt 

S])oke on the lesoliition. 

India’s Extort O’imde 

Tlie oll’.ci' ri’sxintion invited (Jo\ernincut’s atti-ntion to inconveniences to 
India’s e\!» 0 ;t ti'adc lesaltine fiom ^ arivius res! nciions siicli as licence tor ship¬ 
ments etc. 

‘''I'he h’cdcratioii ro :ed upon Oovcinment lln- sir reine importance of preseinine; 
India’s expoit, maiU'c!-, tindne new oiu'.- in phi'--' ot thosf^ lost in (in' eninny 
teiiitoiy and oi scc-anip a li.ii- ^hiiie ol Hie w.i:‘. 'Elm l''edc!-ation, iIkm el'oie, le- 

qncsted (iv)\(i n im n! lo .ad.min ;s!cc tin' \ ai ions icr^tiiclmns in sncli a n'a> as to 

])rest'i‘\(' and d.'vc! to In lia’.-^ e\po;l in.ik'cfs : (o li\ dilads iceaidiny the vaiions 
controls in c.tn'-MiOitioii v. ith I lu* ‘bona lidc’ ri'pic.ccnlati\cs oi the linsincss com¬ 
munity, so as to cns.r.c !aii i reap no.-nt 1.; Indian b"sinc>sm{'n ; to si'ci'ic adcipiah' 
sbippiin.' spac;' t > Indi.n exp; tcis ami ti I'N.imine c-iscs in niiicli baidsht|) bad 
resulted b\' (ic,\ci inmii! ole’m e m ol expo: Is, and ei'in'r to bay up the I'x’poi i altle 

snri'liis ol siM'h n'diioliL’s or aile-w ih-m to di:. i(>se ol their sni^hns in 

expoi't maikcts”. 

'J’lie session at- Ihh' ci,;!_o adhtarned. 

Ite.sob't oes-Second Day—New Delhi—Tdat, March lt)40 
hh'ir.N riro' EmoKcipoN or ]Ni.p riuj:'. Dfvmndi:!) 

Ne>d. day, the r.hst. March Mr. I\. /?. N'/rh,'; (I’enyal) moved tiu' folium iny 
resolution :— 

“'The h'edei a'i.m ^‘.c^•olnes tin' assurance eixen hy the lion, tlu' (’ommerco 
Alemhm l.liat the (ioMinment ol ln<l’a c(»n 1cm plate (lie liltcralisa' mn ot the 
conditions laid do^-. n jiv ilic l’'isc*,j C’ommiSMon, nmler which paot(‘ct]on is eianlcd, 
HO at- 1:0 ciicoura'.c i lu' (hx’ilopmcnt ol i mi i ■ i ]-_‘S nc'-css;ny to mci't, iP,c i ripi 11 cm'ii 1 s 

ot xvar, ami llic hotiu; awaiamv' (hat the new cnlerpiisf's estahlisiu'd oniiny (lie 

A\ar would Mol. Itc let I cni.D)t('ct'‘1 at, (In' tc'i miiia!ion ol hostililic.s. 

^dn tills c( m,!('•( am, t!i(' Ihdciali'tn m :m^s upon lim tJo\ (ammett the necessity 
of nuthiluim thcci.' pracn!, pioci'd.iiie of ' lanliny ]‘i'oteclion, in the lollo\\i]iy 
manmn : - 

(a) In the ca-'' (‘f minor iiidnstries Mhiclr Ity llicir very natno', are not 

in a ]ios’ua)n to ("^lodcdn ihcir cas*' iieloic a Eaiifl lioard, (io\ei n imii 1 shoidd 

loithwit.h undertake ‘ad iioc’ {'ntpoiies on llie lines of t.bose • onducicd by Di. .\}rrl: 
or I\Ii. Ncbrii, ami siiotjhd Liant immediate jtiouetion such iiiiiKyi imlusliies 
on tbeir recommendations. 

( 1)1 Iiidiisiiies winch Jiaxe. liccn found xital in thmnsehes or as auxiliaries 
to other indnslaies diiiine the war, shonld i)e I'ld'liv'd to jn’oteelion, e\ eii if tlie jaiw 
material is not a\ailaiih‘ or Dciiled ialie.tir may not be t.liere d^iiiiiy t!a' initial stales. 

“The I’ederiti n ni es that with a \ iew to yixme eHect to the ai'ove, the 

(lovi'ninmn!. slic’d,I siP np a ]iermanent 'I’anir Hoard with such clianees in 

]M'rsonmd as m,ay s,c;m ne.-<‘f-'',ary fiom time to time in aeeordaiiee with the nature 
oi tin' imliisiMi’s aj-pl;, m' f<)r pioh'c-tion.” 

'Die jesolnt.ion wiik ihe ehanne sum ested )>y the president was passed iiiiani- 
monsly. 

Mix Ak 7A No//.,/- piintcd oiD. that the l'is<-al tkammissioii foiinnla of Ibhd 

foi' the praiit oi ])io(ec*iim w'as di vised iimh r emidi'.ions which weie no hmper 

e\ist('ii(.. /V new foimnki sniicd to tlie j'lescnt conditions was necessary, so that India 
inndif build up a cnmpac!, and rational striiclnre of Indian iiidiisirv which was 
tar more valnahlc tlim a number of industries satislyiny ea<*h ol the conditions 
laid down liy the Iks ad t'ommissioii. 

d’lic policy ol ]no(('cti<»n followed in India, said Mr. Saikar, wms iinniue, 
because nowbeie in tin' xxorld was tin* yrant of ])rot,ect,lou lied'O'd round with so 
many conditions. In Jhipland, tlie I'olicy was to yivc ])rot('cjion wherever an 
imlnslry faci'tl unfair competition from loreiyn exports arising, for iustaiiee, from 
curreiiey depieciatiou, or inlerior eonditioiis of labour. 



—31 MAR. '40 ] rr.OCEEDTNGS AND EESOLUTIONS 395 

Til riulia as in the IT. K, and the U. A,, (leveloinnent of iinlnstries shonld 
he the la’ineipal criterion for the Rrant. ol i^ioleclion, and (he tarid' hoard sliould 
have Uic ]»o\vei’ oi inilialivo for Ihe erant of j'loUviion. lie | haded lor deeision 
and exi>e(liti(ni in si'i/ine, tlie tri'nieiHlons o) ]iortn’ii;i('S knoi kin^ al our doors. 

Mr. Chuinldl IJ. Jicltni {I’>()inl)ay) eiuhnsed llo' de. ]aral'''M tied in iJiese days 
of rapid deyelopment, a reiunt made e\cn Jive years aes) was oh-olele. Juen in 
]9lid, the i»oliey ()f aiserhnina'ine, ]'ioled.ion had i(s eii(i--s, and tlw incd now nn- 
donhtedly was lor a change fiorr- disvn iniinatin;.’, prole' to seienliJic ipioteetion. 

\Vhate\'cr industry liad a honu' iiunket should he eo-en motc'cl ion. 

R(t,') Sdhcb (\ lldiiai (uhuKi /.’oo (Ihii.rah>ie) ^i;"'!ous]y eiiiieised wliat he 

(h'serilx'd as (hjvei nment ’s policy ot ‘'p*'“'e<-! Ine iiolia .-.'.'ano i (In' jioliey ot ])rotX‘c- 
tion.” What was lueded, lie declaied, was in»l a iie.'a!i\e ]ro>i< y Mhich laid on 
industa-ies the hiiiden of i>root of the ehdm lor pioiccieni hut, ‘one \\hieli laid the 
buiden on the (u)\ernment to ,iti\(' pi'oteelion, 

Mr. K. L. Nar.'.thglid /ih/o, Mr. J/u: > ai Lai lu' and Sir dhdu/ Ilalim 

Giia.znan fiirthei’ supixirted the lesolulion. 

JxitUSTiiiAi Kim:mloh 

''ITie TVdeiaiion ]'assed next tlie lollo\’\inj naolu'ittn ^ 

‘'The hi'deratioti wtleonies tiu' action ol the < io^<’innuait in aceejilinc their 
reeommeu'-lalion and in a]'poinlin;j the Koaid ol icniilie and ludustnal Keseareh 
lor hrinaiic.! ahout erealei eo-mdmation h^•l\^(•e!' iinh.sliial pioaieas and scienlihii 
lesi'arch. The hedeiation ni-es the ( ho eiamn nl to wi(h n the scoj e ol Ih.e ^^ork of 
tile hoard, so that the Koaid slioidd seru' as an oi a an, isal ion lor surveying the 
])roLii'Ss so far made hy the eslaldished ln(!iu;tii«s ('Xj.loiiU!' the ]>ossihiliiies ot 
(ievelopiny seeondaiv imlust ru'S and sr.aaehliiej the waM l;y which moie elleelive 
and hiieer use could hi' made ol tlie law mateiials aMolahle in India, with a view 
to d('\'elop suiiahle niaiiula -I niinp iiidusliies,” 

Ml’. A. L. (\iiia (dhaiia) moviriL!, Ihe lesolulmn eni]'luisi; ed that industrial re- 
seareh could lu'lp India, not ('iily to utilise hei larae M'souiias in mineials. hut ulso 
h(‘r ayi ieiilUii al wealth, lie K'leiied to win less (•(unlensei s, wliich he said, could 
he manufactuTcd in India fiom Mica, of whuh India has ].i act ically a woild mono- 
])oly. d'here was, to <.'i\e anotln'r inslan-e, an oil ealhd ‘(oiijaii oil’ which was 
ohtaiiK'd fiom tiees eiowiny lair’ely in Kenaal, I’uirma, Assam and the Andamans, 
and 'his could he utilised to the j-aiiit. and \ainish iiidnstiy. It, was a happy 
aiiyiiry that the (!o\miimenl of imlia shonld ha\c si'l n]> tlu' K'sc'aieh hoaid and 
slion’d have I'lil, on its peisonnel noted industiialists. inch as Air. Kasluiihhai 
Ijalhhai and Kala Shiiiam. 

rdr JiaIti i/i(oola diinDii snpp'oriin;. th.e ies.>liition eons rai ulated the Commerce 
Alemher on (he appoint nu'iil, of the l’>oaid, hnl. sn!'"ested that the i)iovision of 
K'-'. h'lve lakhs was extiemely inadi quatc'. 'iakiny into eonsid('i at ion thi' si/e 
ol the c’ountiy, he urs,e<l that, the (ioxeinment sluuild eonsuh'r the ad\isahilily 
()(' haxiiiL:; al least two or thiei' ]uo\incial hianehes ol the Ix'aid hepinninc 
with Komhay and C'aleutta. T'honsh the administ i at i\e iM'ds of the hoanl 
michl recpiiie its heiiii; in Ddhi in immediate and eonlinuoiis eontaet with 

the Ci'ihial (io\'ernment, the actual woik ol llu' Toaid would he much more 
coneerned with liomliay and ('ah’utta, the two eenties of jiulus ry in Iiidi.i. 
lie emphasised that apiieultnie and imlusiiy in India weu' inti'idepeiident, 
and the leal eonllict was not helween them, hut between Indian industry o:i 
the one hand, and its foreign compiSitors on the otlu'r. 

LaUi (r/ii'u Ahartnt/al (I'atna) Air. K (Lhitkd (Calcutta) and Air. /. IJ, 
Vart^hanic (Cawuipore) fuither Huppoite<l the lesolutioii whicli w'as ])assed. 

In JUANS Ovj'.iisipvs 

The meotiiiK passed a resolution oopressinp; deep anxiety and alarm at the 
“rajiid detci loi alion in the status and liphts enjoyed by Indians in the various 
]uirl8 of the Ihitish Empire, such as h^outh Aliicn, East, Africa, Ceylon, Ihirnnv 
and the other colonies. The Eedeiation leeommends necessary steps to salc- 

p^uard the position and interest of Indian nationals ahioail, and to utilise 
India’s barpaininc; ]H)sition for sceiiiinc this end, v^hilc nepotiatinp; trade 

treaties with other countries. 

They further liold that in necotiatinc the renewal of ihe present Indo- 
Kurma trade regulations older, the (iovernment of India shouhl make it a 

i.ecessary condition that the Uovcnimeiil of Jhinna cnsiue seeurity of life and 
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])roperty of IiidianB in Burma and that the Government of Burma would not 
enarfc any laws for compulsory acquisition of lands or other properties of 
Indians naainst their will, or take an action that would tend to rcduco their 
annual or capital valiu'S in any manner. 

Lnla liiiiNtutrun Dat:, l.eader of the Opposition, Council of State, moved 
the rcsolnlion which was seconded by Annantalai i'hettiar and siqiiiorted 

))y Mr. Bcij,i'aj (Tiqila, Mr. Ih B. Gupta and Sardar Sodliaiis and passed. 

CttsTO.MS DllAW-nACKS and ALlaAVAN<'EH 

Tlio fullovinp is the next icsolution passed ;— 

“The I’cdciation iiniU's the atlenlion of the (iovernment of India to the 
f!ys((‘m of ciiiOoms diawbacks and allowances in the customs and excise taritr 
ol t he Cniicd Kingdom and recommends to the (Jo\i;i nnn'iit to adopt a similar 

sjstem in the Indian customs and excise tarilV, Sfi that in the I'ase of 

imported raw matehals nhich the Indian industiialists use for the manufacture 
of I’oods meant for exp(*il the iiidnstiialihls slionld be entitled to receive a 
relund oi duly on the saiil imj'Oiled raw materials in order to cneourap^c iirodue- 
lion lor export maikrts,'’’ 

'riu' ]e,s )liilio!i was mo\ed liy IMr. Salya Ban! Virmani (Amiiisai), seconded 
by Mr. I >cw'an C. Mehia (Amiiisai) and su]’poiled by Mr. S. (i. tSiiaJi (Bombay) 

and i\lr. I. 1>. VaisJvanie (Cawipoie). tiie sessiou then eondiuied. 
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The Ch amber of Princes 

Aumial Session New Delhi - 1 llh. Marcli 1040 
Viceroy’s 

Tlic two-dny Bossion (A llie juninal ineeliiiR of tlio Cli;mi1'or of rrincoR 
{Narciidra MinnhiL) wan opciH'd at New Dellii on the lltli. Mairh 1040 hy Ids 
ExcelLcvry the \^ice)()y in the C()UiK*i] Hims''. ()\er4n rnliii!: i>iiiic('s a(l.('nd(‘d. 
’’Idle ])nt)lie galleries were eiowded with \isi)orB and IMnnsteis of States, and a 
number of diKlin^^uished \isitorB were'i)res('nl. in tlic yalleries below. 

Viv'i’.ROY V Aih)R1>;s 

His Excellency, in oi^onine; the Sonler* ma', said :— 

“Your HiehneBB('S,— It. is, as yon know, a viay ereaf. ])leasiire to me to Bee you 
here auain to-day, :ind to pia'sidt' ov('r your delibeiatiinjs. 

“Since our last, meeting, we liave to mourn l.lie deaths of two m(md>ers of the 
Ehambei — llis Ilie,hness the IMaharaia (d llenaies, and the d hid;ore Salu'b of 
1 )hrol ; and of thiee m<'mb(Ms ol th<' re}'rescntati\e electoiate—the d'hakur of 
Ihjant.he, the IMaharaja of Kalahandi and tl\e lla)a of Mira.j (senior). It 1 am 

certain, l)e the wish of all Your lliylmesses that we sliocild tak(' the o]>}iortunity 
of this meeting to express our dee]* syuipathy witli tlu' relatives ol th(' Eulers 
whose names T hav<! mentioned, ami titat we should enn\ey to their successors our 
sincere pood wishes lor the ])iospeiity and the hapi'iiu'ss ot their t^latt's. 

“The most sieidlicatit a.nd the must imj>ortant event since w(' met :i year aeo, 
an event of over-whelminp concern to all ol ns hcae to-day, is Die outbreak of Die 
war. llis IMtijesty’s Government, as Your lltehnc-ses so wd! know, continued till 
t.hc last moment to s|)are ik» ellbit to i»'soI\e tin' diteculties that had aiiseii in the 
inlernationtd sphere ’ny la'aeetid means. Jf, in tin* 0 “snll, llieir ( llbrls uu'K' 
nnsuceesslu 1, tlu'y ean at least leil that tlie> Innl h-lt nolhiiiL undone, and that, no 
shave of tlu' resiionsihility tor pliinpinp the wanld into a eonlbct, tiu' disastioiis 
eflects of whieli must last foi- many years to conn', can faiily rest iiiKui Diem. 
riUNCi'ts Axn THE Impact ok War 

“The imjiaet of the war has found the Ihinces of India, true to tlu'ir 
traditions, staunchly loyal to llis Majesty tin' Kiiu’-Em] (>!oiv 'I'licy ha\e placed 
their forces, their iiersonal sen ices, and all tlK'ir le-^ouKa s at th.e dis[iosal of t he 
Grown, and Ihc'y have eontril>nU'd in ('\eiu wa} open to Ihi'in \o Die Ihniiire’s 
eanse. dhose oUcrs hav(', 1 can assure Yoni E. o hnesMS, hi cn most deeply and 
penninely a]i])recia1('d, and, as von aie awari', in I'M-n easi* in whu li it lias been 
])OSsible to accejit Diem, they have bei'ii acccjilcd with deej) riid real piaDlmh'. 

Many of the R.nlers ot the Indian rdales hu\(' ev)>i*'-scd Du' iitmosl eacciuess to he. 

allowed to serve ]U'rsonally in the theatre of wai. I s>nii-athise Micarcly with 

them in their diK:ipi*oinlment that it lias not as yet been lound to take 

advantape of the odeis of ]iersona! service, ^dnir 11 i;.dnie.^ses will he au.oc Dnat, so 
far. Die course of liostilitii's lias dith'n-d vi'iy matiiially nmu llud ol tee last war; 
u]* to tlie ]»resent, there has Ix'eii no snhstantnd call on (he m.%ni)Ow(i of India. If 
conditions alter in (Ids respect, ^’oul• Iliphnesses may rest assiiicd that y-ur odors, 
BO deeply valued, will he remcmheied. 

Fa MINI- In Ra.) pet an a Ani> K athi aw ai’^ 

“Since our last meetinp. many of Your Iliphnesses liavi' had to face dillicult 
problems eonsetpient on the siiecession or ]>oor monsoons wdiich has visiti'd so many 
parts oi India ; and amonp those areas w'hicli liave lieen ])ailicidarly ad'ected, have 
been larpe tracts of Raipiitana and Kathiawar. In the sIr'jiH they ha\o tideen to 

meet this calamity, the (iovernmenls of all the iiipautant States eoncenied have 
made full and liberal use of their resi'ives, and they have devised widespread and 
well-orpanised jilans for the relief of sudeiinp. It is my earnest ho])C that this 
year, the States atreeted will receive a tiuu'ly and sudieii'nt rainfall, and that the 
Butrerinp of the peoide and the anxiety oi the States’ Governments wdll be brought 
to an end. 

Issue Op Fin )juration 

“As Your Iliphnesses arc aware, llis Majestj’s Government felt on the 
outbreak of the war that, in the eondiiions then prevailing and on a review of the 



399 


-11 MAR. ’40 ] THE VICEROY'S OPENING SPEECH 

])r()hi\])lc course of hostilities, they hiul no oi>tioM hut to hold in Husponse, liowover 
relnclandy, the woik in connci-fion wiih the prepatalions for k'ederation, wliile 
rcliiininj; I'ederalion as tln-ir ohiin-ti\e. P»iil the Hiisjxaision of those jtrejtaratioiis 
does not itiean that ills iMaji'sly’s < loM-rn in>‘nt to repeat the words whieh 1 used a 
nioiith or two a "0 :vi Paroda, ‘have in an;s way inoddied their own view as to the 
m-ceissity for secntiii:; Indian nntiy a niii'y wlo'-h can only l)e, coin, lete if, in tlic 
conslitiitional ari anaeinenls of the tnlnre, tlu' liisloiic Indian States, with tlieir 
cieat and special traditions, tal;e (he plaee wtiich we have always looked forward 
to Kitein.iJ, them o/enpy’. 'I'our llijhneshes aie well aware of my views on the 
fpK'Slion of hd'deration, and ol its many ad\anlai;<'s from (lie ]>oint of view, 
not only ol (he Indian Siait's hni of India as a wliole, and in particnlar of 
tin' unity ol India. 1 am ('Oididenl, lha( }on will appieeiate the importance of 

conlinunii! to apply your minds to this vitally impoitaiit j'rohlem and to the 

q.Kstions tliat ansi' ni conne.-tion with it. 

‘‘Wdii'ii we hist met, J spoki; vi'iy fi’ankly and veiy direedy to Your 

Hi' hnesses on the su'oi’'-t o! scltorj d-e houses ol tin' Slates in oidci-. J do not 
^Ms!l to jej'cat all tiial 1 said th-'ii. i\I\ vtevv ol tlie iii'oloiiiid im]>ortance of 
action on tm* lines whicli I tiicn indi<*.ii(‘d lemains unehaiiccd. Indeed, if 

anvlliinp, 1 leaiMil it., in the Irdit o! de'» doimn nts ovei’ the last t.weh’e months, 
as (d ci,.;(((>r impoi 'ate e noa' than i did when I add-essed your in Alarcli pldd, 

1 cvatidully adviiowd"(h u d-a.i many l.ndeis luoe, ol late, inadi' I'amesl endeavours 
to pui'ioM' Iheii ad juiiijs:: at i\e siandaida, (hat, vaiioiis adniirahle refoiuns have 
hei'ii in t rodjiccd^ and diat m“asn'-es ]ia\e, in many cases, heen taki'U to ensure that 
all lepiiimate com; hunts on d>c p.ut oi hta'e suhic.-is rc-eive due consideration, 
ihil I eain(stl\ iiopi' that, 'idmr 11 i.din''-.:sc;; will not, i-ease to yoni- eonlinnal 

an. I I'lose attention to 1,1m i a'l lc<n u,'.' oi your adm inihi i at i \'(' maeliiuery. d'he 
\alue ol adiniiu.st,'-al i\e iilnm lei nuns as e reat and as pressing ns ever, and 
It would 1)0 la.sh to a.ssume that Irouhies, wheie they liavc fur the time heinc 
h!d",ivlcd, wdll not o'etu. 

'^lliat the (fown is an’'ous to ci^e such Ix'lp ns it is ]'roj)erly iiieiimbent 
upon it, to p!M‘ is (iea.ly shown hy the assuPaie-e lendered to \ariouH States 
in ditl'ei’ent pa'f ol Indi;-,, and hy die eslahlishmciit. ol the Crown IViliee 
j''oi> e the ()h]-'cl oi -w ! i.-h is, as _vhi a;e awate, to assist the States (u)^ ernnu'nts, 
slioudd the sifua.uni pa-s h.m.ind iheii eontud. Put 1 am su]-c that it, 
jc luily pH'seiii to dour 1! i ■ ]; iu",!-es lliat, the maiulenanee of oider in (he 
let rdo: ii’S of tin; Indian St Pes js juimaiily die lesi'onsihilily ul the Pulers 
eoie, erned. 

^1 would lihu to dtaw’ pardcniar adention to the \iew' T exiu’essed last 
yi'ur as to tlie dumiiahilit^ an.l the impoHaime ol the erealion of joint, Ser\ices 
w'u'ui small Sta'es ri the same uion)) aii' nnahle individually to maintain an 
.'dcuuate staiidaul of adinioisfI’atiun. 1 can well umleislaiul and synijiathise with 
the reluclanee ol ind.uuiual Puleis h) depart in sneh matteis fi’om tlie strict, palli 
(>f liadiiion. Put, the Sj-irit ol die liini'S makes it essential for them, in their o \ n 
iideiesis, to lake a loiiLer view. A hermninu has heen made in the oryanisation 
oi joint seiMaes. It is, in my indrnnnl, ol \ital iin])orlani e tliat prouresH sliuiild 
he inaile in that, diiecdon ; and it, is my sinceie hope that this movi'inent will 
develop and that I can lo-ik to iou pentlemen, who arc members of this nmst 
important body, to do all in your ]'owei- to eneoni-aL'e its yrowth. I ha\ e kept in 
the closest, loiudi since w<' met last year with die action taken hy the Stales in 
vaiious ]>aris of India eonsKpnnt on my addiess to the Cham])cr. Yov may he 
eertuin that the inlei'est wliich I have taken in (his niatter and the eare with 
whiidi I tollow all dc\idopnienls in eoniieel.ion with it, will not diminish in the 
time that lies ahead. 

‘•Since the last, meeting of (he Cliandu'r, the reforms in its eonslitution, so 
stroncly ad\oealed hy the ;meat, inaioiily of its memlx'rs, Inne heen carried ’into 
('iTeet. I earnisdy trust that thoso leloim.s will lead to yi-eatei’ haimiony, to moie 
elhadive work, and to ( loser eo-opeialion between all Slates w'hcther p;ieat or small 
for the pood of the id-ineCy < >ider, and the piospeiily and welfare of the Hulijeids 
of (ho Rulers, l^et me only add that 1 have, under my eonsidcradon, the iiroposals 
whieh have lieen submitled to mo liy (he Standing Committee for the enlargement 
of the Hhamher. 

“Your ilichiiesses have many ilems on (he agenda, and I will not.keep you 
further from your deliheralion. 1 trust Unit the session which begins to-day 
will be in every way Hiieeesslul, and that its results wdll be of value to Your 
Highnesses and to your Stales.” 
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Resolution on AVah 

On tlin coiirlnsioii of His Excellency’s spcecli, the Cliduccllor moved the 
w;ir rcsolnlioii wliicli ran llius ; 

('h;nnl»('r ol rcfjncsfH Ills Excellency tlic Gi'Own Rei)i’es(‘n(;i- 

1 i\(5 kindly lo phve hifoie 1 !m linperinl IMnjesly the Kin;^-Eini)er()r l.lie liini 
(ietci miinuiini of tiu; L’nlin^ Tiinres iind (’hiefs of India to lanuh'r eveiy 
poMsthh; :)'-d><;»n'‘e in nici], money and material to Jlis 1 ni’perial Majesty and 
Ills ( n iiK'ii 1 , in lluML' heroie Hlj'iii’cle lor ni)holdin!i, the eanse of jiistiei' and 

for main' ainin;j (he sa<‘,i(alness of ticalies ami eovenaids, and ])rayK that, (lie 
uidlc'd ('Hints of the Ihiipire and the Allies may hxad l,o tlic early and 
11 in inpliant \ indication of (he h.ieh ])nneiiil(‘S for which llis Tnrperial Majesty 
has heen hneed lo tak(' np anus ae.ainst the enemi(xs”. 

'The (',)<! Vi-r 1 r 1 / said that it ^\as a de* laration of the I’rinees’ nnanimons 
altitmh' towaids tin* wai, :nid it earinal hehind it the saiielion oi tln'ir ii'sonices 
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siippoii of the Kme-Iani'(‘ior in the heroic stru^’lAle for the })ioteelion ol humanity 
and tlu' deieie-e of tlie Motheiland. 

('oneludiii;:, tlie ,lani Haheh said that tk.e ])resent \^ar would jirvibahly be a 
lone, one. lie had every hope and lait.h that wiser counsels would ]»ievail in India 
and that, the best and patnolie elements ^\ould lomiiine to eontribnle their liest 
to\^alds tin' sneeessiul i)iosfcuiion ol the war. 

In secondine the war lesoliition, His Highness the Miiharaja of Pah'dla said 
that tlu'y Innl eathered to-day under the shadow of a i;rim spi'clre which tliiealcned 
the v('i y foundations oi the world, d'lu'y saw the spei'laele of t.lu' rutJili'SS 
culmination of the totalitarian cult, whicli believed in war as the hiiehest ex]>reHsion 
of national lile. The nlioh' falnie of eivilisalion was threatened. When (iermany 
was makine, an assault upon the peace and I’roe,icss of the w^i'ld, when the (ierman 
(io\ernm('nt was att('mptm^ t.lu' dt'slrnelion of human society, was it any wonder 
Hiat the entiie body ol Indian I’linees should stand together in a firm 
deti'rminalion to render eveiy assistance to llis Majesty’s (lovernmont for the 
sueei'ssfid ])ros('eution of the w.-ir in defence of human hie and civilisation '/ d'he 
Maharaja felt sure tliat no sane and sober ])eison could question their obli|;ation, 
as nu'iubeis of human society, to fi,_iht for its ])reservation and maintenance. 
There were people in India who believed that the eoiintiy should remain neutral 
and tliat (his was the most o})portune tunc for bar^aininj.^. India’s neutrality in 
the present crisis, the Maharaja thoucht, would mean tacit acceptance of the justness 
and legality of the war yvaved by (Germany ai;ainst the smaller nations of the 
world. The Ihinces wi'ie fully alive to the [;rave danj:,erB which not only threatened 
(lr('at Britain and her Allies, but also the future existence of India ; and they 
therefore had s]M)ntam'Ously olh'rod their scrviecB to the Kini;-Emperor in this grave 
ciisis. Jt was in the full consciousness of the sanctity of the treaties and of their 
rights and obligations that the i’rinceB of India had rallied round the British Crown. 

ITis Highness the Maharaja of Dtkancr.. in supporting the war resolution, said 
that any impartial and unprejudiced person who had followed the happenings in 
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Europe must, iu fairness, rceof^jiiise tliat tlie war was not of Groat Brilain’s sockinp,-, 
and that it had been forc.od on the Allies, who had no allcrnative but to take up 
the (‘halh!n{i,e. Not many words from him were needed to emphasise the unswerving 
loyalty of the Prin(;('s to the throne and j)ers()n of the Kinjj; Emperor and of their 
unsliaken and faithful attachment to the Empire, d’he attitude of the Princes and 
l>eoi)Ie of the rndian vStates, wlu), with few ne;j,li^iblc exccjdioi’. ^ were wliole- 
lieartedly supportine; tlieir Rulers during tlie w\ar, liad l)een the subject of hostile 
criticism and even of sarcasm. He himself had been honoined by sp<>cial attention 
by a Congress newspa[)er and been act-used of holdin;;- imixu-ialislic, views. Ills 
emphatic reply to tin; critics was that the Princes had before them the path of 
clear duty which they woidd tread nidlinchincly, and if ))y liis imperialism wuis 
meant his devotion to the Kmc pjinjHu-or and his anxiety to render every possii)lc 
service to the bimpiif', he left honoured to bo called an imperialist. Tlie Princes 
w’cie of the Em]uic, and with the Empire, and they took a creat pride in 
identifyinc tliemsc'lves with everythinc (hat rcdonnde<l to the ;.dory and safiity of 
the Empire. 'The Maharaja of Bikaner assured his critics ami opponents that, as 
a;;ainst the regrettal)l<* attitude by (ho Indian National (kincress, tJie Princes were 
once acain lirmly determined to render the utmost possible assistance within their 
l)ower and oiler their resoui<*es to the Kini; Emperoi ami (lie Em])ire in men, 
money and material. What, was uKire, he added, tills contriliution of thdrs was 
]nircly voluntary and cndiely spontaneous. IMany a (irince was eayer to liave an 
o))poitunity of risking Ids lile on the batth-fudd, wdicre lie and liis troops could 
licht, for tlie common cause. Mdiese soutimenis, com-ludcd His lliehness, micht not 
be apiircc'iated by those who were out to bai'cain and barter, or who were ^iven to 
bluti and iiluster. 

'rh(> War resolution was secomled liy tlio Mufiarajd o/’ PdHalit and w'as 
supported by the Alalutraja of Bilonirr, \\\c. Wainib (>f Bahairulpur, 'ITieir IJtulnttsscs 
oj Dewds (tSenior) lutttipur and iSit/tr/U and was ]>assed iiiianimoiisly. 

iS'l’ANiUNfi GoMMITrUE TO GoXTINTUl 

d’he Maharaja of Btrttioor moved that the (Chancellor, the Pio-Oliancellor, the Rtand- 
ini;' Committee of Princes and (,he Committee of iMinist.ers micht continue in ollico 
till th('ir successors w(!re elecu.ed in TUd. d’he Maharaja of Sirinoor said tliat under 
tlie old regulation they were elected for one year, but. that practice dislocated work, 
ami hence it was necessary that they shouhl continue in ohice. It was desirable 
that i.his should be authoritatively laid down and the new (di'ction would later be 
held in ilUJ. d’his would help to carry out (he reoruauisation scheme. 

The Nau'ub of lid til pur seconded Ihe resolution, which was adoi)ted. 

Rf.vif.w of Year’s AVork 

Ills Higltncss the Jam Sahtb (the Chancellor) in reviewin':: the work for the 
last year said that the reorganisation scheme of the Chamber of Princes, adoi)ied 
Rt the last session of the Chamber, had been tully implemented in the coui'se oi the 
year. The Standing- (Committee of the Jhinces had been elected in acctordance with 
the a(*hemc. and the ('ommittee of Ministers had been consulted, They were ]iarti- 
cularly ^latefid to 11. E. 11. the Nizam for nominating the Pt. Hon’ble (Sir Akbar 
llydari as his re]U’esentative on the Committee. This Committee, the Chancellor 
observed, constituted the brain trust of Indian l^tatcs and had given full j)romi8e 
during its (irst meeting that it would justify their ex])ectations. 

The Chancellor, proceeding, said that the cpiestion of enlargement of tl;,e 
Chamber of Rrinces by ailmission of more Rulers as members also engageil the 
attention of the Standing Committee, and a sjiecial Committee under the Chairman- 
shii) of the Raja of Maudi had since submitted its report. 

There was general agreement among the R-ulers on the basic essentials of good 
administration in States, but as conditions in ditrerent Slates varied, a decision on 
this question primarily rested with individual Rulers and their Governments. Some 
of the Rulers had agreed to review their administration to see how far these basic 
essentials were fulfilled. 

Alluding to the individual replies of the Rulers on the revised draft Instru¬ 
ment of Accession, which had been forwarded to the Viceroy, the Jam yaheb said 
that they felt confident that an impartial examination of these rei)lies would show 
that the States on the whole had not taken any obstructionist attitude and the 
points which they had urged in their replies had not been flung as a surprise at 
the last moment. These were matters whose satisfactory adjustment was essential 
51 
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to the Slates eoaeerned, in the due discharge of their obligations to the Crown, to 
India and the Slates. 

Concluding, tlie .lain Saheh made a reference to famine and water scarcity 
exi'cricjiced in many Stales during the year under review and said Unit the Chamber 
of IM'inces advised the Rulers of adjoining States to render every |)ossible help to 
the Slates airectcd, 

Resolutions - Second Day—New Delhi—12th. March 1940 
rjlTNCES AND DOMINION StATDB 

Tlie Chamber of Ih'inces concluded its session, this morning, after 
unanimously adopting a resfjlntion on the future eonslitulioii of India vis-a-vis 
Indian. Ihiuei's. Hts Exccllcncii the piesided. 

The resolution, uhich was nio\’ed by the Chancellor, the Jam SaJivJ> of 
Na rana(](ii\ and was HU|n'ortcd by tlie Maha ra las of liikafi/a^ Rjiva^ iJcwas {Junior) 
and J\inna and the i\'an\il> of Ha ’'a tra!j)ui\ ran as lollows:— 

‘‘d'lie (diainbei' of I’linces, while welcoming t.lic ritlainmcnl by India of its due 
place amongst the Dominions of tlie Biitish Commonwealth under the Riitish 
Crown, ret’ords its eni])]iatii- and firm view— 

‘■'■(a) thai in any luturc constilutiim for India, the essential guarantr'cs and 
sah'guards for the ))ieservation of t.hc hovereignly and autonomy of the Slates and 
for the i)ro(ec(ion of tlu'Lr ii.>hl8 arising from lieaties, sanads, (Migagements and 
otherwise should bo olbH'Inciy pio\uled, ami that, any unit should not, be placed in 
a position to dominate the others or lo inteilcrc with the rights an*l safeguards 
guaranteed to them and that all jiarties innst be ensured ^thoir due share and 
fair pi ay; 

‘"(h) that- in any negotiations for formulating a constitution for India, whether 
independently of tin; (lo\eriim(mt ol India Act, llt'b) or by revision of that Act, tlie 
rejuesmitatives oi the Stales and of this Chamber should iiave a \oice i>roporliunatti 
to tlu'ir iniixjrlaiice and liistoiical position. 

“'j’liis Chainix'r liii-tlier recotds its vi(tw that any constitutional sclieme 

which may in\ol\e tlie translcicure of llie rclationshij) of the Stales willi the 
Crown to any other authoiity without t.lu'ir Iree and \oliintaiy agreeimmt 
or ^vhich may luonut of alterations aUt'cliug the rights and int.eiests of the 
States without tluir consent, cannot he acceiitahlc to them.” 

Pile (Jtaiirrl lor, in moving the resolution, explained briefly wdiat was 
im])lied in each ]'art of it. The ])rcamble, lie said, slated in clear and 

nniiiistakahh* terms tluit, subject t.o certain cssimtia! ('ondnions and safeguards, 
the Indian Ibiiiccs would wcli:«>m<‘ the atlainniimt by India of its due jdaee 
amongst the l>ominitms of t!ic luitish (.tomnioinvcalth und<u' ilic (bown. ll was 
a i*arclully consid* ii'd dcdaialion and wa^> a ]>roof, if ])roof be needed, that the 
Indian Trirn'i's shared tlie natural desire ol all ])alNol,ie Imlians that the 
Motherland slionld take her due place amongst. lli(‘ free 1'oiiiinions. 

rrocecdiitg, the Joai Sa/ico said that the Indian I’linccs had been 
described liy certain interested critics as o)).-.ta des in the iiath of the ordered 
piogress ot India, and the States. ‘'We liavo been accus'd glibly of conspi¬ 

ring with the Riitisli Covernment against the jHiliticid e\oliil.ion of oiir 
Motlieiland. d'liese aie baseless insinuations, which we emphalii-ally repudiate. 
l)nr traditions and our a-uions belie all siich charges. We stand for India 
attaining its full shit lire in which all the component parts and interests 

and classes may he assured tlie Iiillest scope for it, under the aegis of the 

British Crown.” he avlded. 

Tile second ]puit of tlie resolution, the .lam Sahel) said, laid down three 
fundamental conditions, which must he the basis of any constitution to which 

the Ihinccs could snbsciihc and whicli were necessary for the stable working 

of any constitution in the existing circumstances of India. These conditions 
were, (1) cUcctive provision of essential guarantees and safe-guards for the 

])rcscrvation of the sovereignty and autonomy of the States, and for tJie 
]u-otcctiou of their rights under treaties, engagements, sanads or otherwise ; 
(.') a specific provision tliat no unit should be placed in a position to dominate 
the others or to interfere wi<h the rights and safeguards guaranteed to 
them ; and (!I) the assurance that all ])arties would get their due share and 
fairplay in the actual working of the constitution. The working of the 
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proRciit conBiiiiilion in tlio provincial Pphcro had alrc.ady sliown that certain 
eafegnardB which had been jn'ovided in the Act had not worked aB contemplated. 

Proceeding, the Jam ^^aliel> Baitl, ‘‘If India is to prcaiess on tlic ])ath of 
ordered evolution, tlicre alioidd be a Bi>ecitif conBlitulionul ol)Iip,ation and a 
moral code of honour amempst the units composing;- India, tliat no unit l)e 
in a position to dominate or ]HU'mit nnlriendly acts apainst tlio olliers- Let 
it. be cleaily nndeistood lliat the Indian Princes are not a\’ei c to ])ropreB8 
within tlieir teiiitories, d'hey have alieady pixeii proof (d tluir ))ona tides 
in this mat.ter, l)y tiie association ol tlieir people wiili tlu; admiiosflation and 
by layinp dowui the basis of a inle of law and administi’ati\e reforms in the 
Stales. We aic determined to move from ]e('ccdcnt. to ]'rccedent. Never¬ 
theless, we feel (hat it w'onld be nnwlioh'some il ]a'ople. from one unit, be 

it a State or a ricnince, are ]'eimitted to rnarcli into tlie territory (jf the 
other nnit in order to coeice its duly consiitcted aell'oiity to takiMlccisions 

in matleis within its eompeteme. Such timdencies, whi'li June lately exhibi¬ 

ted tluniselves, il not ariesled in time, woeld be an iioitation tc) cnil war in 
the count] y which we all j'atiiotic Indians must join tlu'ir liands to avert.” 

Ill conclusion, the Chancellor referred to the India of to-day wddeh he 
(h'seribed as “a land of cm ions paradi'xts in tlie political tidd.” Some, he 
said, asked for solemn undeidakinps fiom Piitaiii for India’s political ])ro- 

press but ])reachcd in the same breath that sacred co\enants made with the 
Slates miplit, be sciapped. Some asked foi selt-detin’mination for India, but 
denii'd it to those wdio also constituted India. Others soiipht to unite India 
by dividinp it. “In this sad si'cctach'”, he continued, ‘ those pilled h'adeis of 
India W'ho should be busy hninp down tlie foundations of a nidled 1 )omi- 
nion of India are still tiyinp to convince others ol tlieir ciedenlials. It seems 
to me that, the time has ariivcd when Icadius of all ]tailies and interests in 
India should make another earnest attemiJ. to meet and to liiid a solution 
of tlie consLit lit lonal inoblem honourable and lair to all coineined. Phis, 
however, ])ostulates a larpe heart and accommodatinp statesmanship.” 

The Mah(ir(iju of Bikaner said that, fimn the lime of tlie first Round 
Table Conlciciicc, the Piinces had ]Miblicly and une(ini\ocidly statid that tliey 
weh’omed and sympathised with their brethien in Piitisli India in their desire 
to achienc Dominion p^tatns under tlie ai'pis of the Ibitish Crown. He, 
tlicreloie, welcomed the announcement made on behalf of the Pritish Covern- 
ment that the poal ot Piitish policy in India was tlie attaiiimi'iii liy India 

ol the full status of a Dominion. ‘The Piinccs aie, hov.c\'('r,” he continiu'd, 

‘doinp nolhinp moic than their duty to llu'ir Stati's and to tlieir ])eople in 

emiihasisinp that essential puarantces and safeguards loi the piesenation of 

the Boveieipnty of tlie h^tates ami for the ]'ioteetion of their riplds and 

inteiestB aiisinp from treaties, sanads and enpapements oi' otluu'wise, be 

adequately and cll'eclivc'ly ])rovided in a manner fair and acccjitable to the 
Piinces.” d'liis declaration by the I’linces had become necessary because of 

a tendency, which had recently manifested itself in ceitain imitortant political 

qiiaiters, to consider the fnture of India without takinp the l^tates into 
account. No Bolution wliich omitted to take into consiilcration this fundamental 
fact of the complete freedom of the States in repaid to such matters 
and their nnchullenpable equality with Ihitisli India could obviously be 

accejitable to the Estates”. 

The Maharaja made it clear that there were not two but three parties, 

namely, the Crown, the Indian States and Ihitish India, and any apreement 

must be tripaitite and must be nepotiated freely so far as the IStalcs were 

concerned. ‘‘4 he i’rinccs arc ])uttinp forward these essential conditions for the 
preservation and the inteprity of the States, not fur the sake of the 
continuance of their peisonal power, nor for maintaininp unchanped the 
nature of their Covernments. Not, uidess the Crowui fails in its oblipation to the 
fStates—a continpcncy not to be contcm[)lated—can the Princes be asked to give up 
what is legitimately theirs”. 

His lliphness proceeding said: “It has been alleged in Congress circles that 
the Princes are an imjieiial creation ; that they are vassals of the Crowm and have 
no status apart from the Crowm : that the question of the Princes is a red-herring 
drawn across the path of India’s ])ropress for imperialistic ])urpose8 ; that the ])ro- 
blem of the States is a bogey raised by the Pritish Government, and that if the 
Crown parts with the pow'er it to-day enjoys over the whole of India, naturuliy the 
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Princes have to look U]'> to the successor of the Crown, namely, the whole ])eoplo 
of India, for the incservation of their Boverei.';n status. I may here l)c ])crmiticd 
to say that many States, bi^ as well as small, owe tlieir existence to the strong 
arm of their former Itulcrs, and that long before the estal)lifihment of the British 
Emj)ire in India. Plicy have come into political relatioiishij) with the Crown by 
treaties of alliance and friemlshij) and other engagements, and wo have not the 
least dou!)t that tlieir claims cannot be dismissed in tliis airy fashion which ignore 
irreputable historical facts. If one might iioint out in all frieudlincss, it is British 
India which is the creation ol the British Covernment. The allegation has also 
been heard that Jh'inces are unfriendly to the Congress. But that is not a correct 
Btatoment of the ]H)sition. It is the Congress, howi'ver, which has of late shown active 
hostility to the States, and somt' of its foremost leaders have expressed the view 
that they do not want the Status in the Federation and Unit tlu'y would l.ear ui'i 
the treaties of the Slates as il they were scraiis ol pajier, and even that they would 
like to see the Status done away with.” 

dhe Mdlutraja of Dcira^ (.Tunioi) said that it. was not very dilhcult to agree 
on the ideal of Dominion Status whicli was well defined and well understood. But 
what caused difliculty was the manner and the nu^thod liy whitdi the parties in¬ 
volved sought to gi\c piactnavl shapi; to il. The I'linces had left no room for 
reasonable doubt, that their co-opcration would be foithcoming in ])ntting India on 
the path of jirogress. d'he Jh’inces had no illusions that, certain sacrifices 
would be involved in their undertaking to Bhai)C the common destiny of the 
country. 

It was not at all certain. His Highness continued, that, parliamentary demo¬ 
cracy was suited to the genius of tin; (‘onntiy and was superior to the systcui of 
Coverument, that, the l*rinc(>s aiUocatcd. Baiiies in India, he uiged, should not 
ignore the facts as they exisK'd. 'The I'rincc'S historically and tradilionally were a 
basic factor f)f Indian existence. The Slates’ issue was much more a fact than 
minoiily or other ])]ol)Ieins, which at. their very bi-st, were tlie ])r()dn( ls of ]H)litieal 
c\i)edieney. d\) I'laS.end to ignore (his fact or to hriish the Slates aside airily as 
])art and pauad of the Impeiual British existence was to do both mattu'ial 
and menial violence. It was all the more surpiising that it was done by agostles 
of non-viohmee. 

Jlis Higliness, proceeding, said that, the I’rinees wi're and would eontinne to 
bo loaders ol tlieir iieople, ami llu'V could not accept, the claim of outsiders to 
self-appointed liusti'esliip of t.beir peO])le. Tl'cy could not, abrogate the fuiielioiis 
that history, tradition and lu'ovinee had ent.insled to llu'ir eaie. 

In this eonneetion, Jlis Highness nderied to the recent statement of ]\Ir. C. 
li(ij<i])<i[<ich(n’iar that the States’ ]U'ol)lem was one lor ])i('liminary s('ltlement subject 
to wdiich the ideal of a (Jonstit.iient Assmnbly was to be ]misMcd. “So far”, he 
said, “this reiircscnts the only attempt at. a eonstrnctive contiibiition towards the 
solution of the Indian St.ates’ luoblcm made by any leader from P)iiliHh 
India”. 

]n conclusion, tlic IMaharaja said : “Some ])arties in India ha\c claimed that 
no scheme that, lias not their consent should lie deemed to he accepted by them. 
Best the (^asc of ihe Princes, wdio have an imdoiihted stake in the country go by 
default, it is our duty to recipiocatc the same feeling and record tlic sumo 
sentimeut.” 

d'hc resolution wxas further sn])])Oited and carried nnanimously. 

Sir Ik’rtniinl iSUnicii, Political Adviser to His JTxi-ellency tlie Crown 
Be]n‘esent,ative, announced that the Jmn Suheh of Nokuiioujov and the Maharaja of 
Bikaner had been duly elected Eliancellor and ITo-Chancellor respectively for 
the next, year. 

On the motion of the Maharaja of Bikaner, the Chamhor recorded a 
resolution ai>preciating the services of the Jam Saheb to the Chamber and to the 
I’rinccly Order, 

A PMINIHTR ATIVE REFORMS 

The Chancellor (the Jam Saheb), in his concluding sfatement, referred 
to the epmstion of Federation. He said that the Princes liad aiiiuoachcd the 
question with the fullest sense of the responsihility wliieh rested ujion 
them. “Our attitude has not been, and will never lie, one of negative 
obstruction, On the other hand, wc have always aiq)roached this question 
with an earnest desire, whicli we Btill cherish, to ensure the much-desired 
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unity in the constitutional structure of India.” Apart from other thinj^s, said 
the Chancellor, the political situation and tlic liostility in Rritish India 
towards the States ])roved a decisive factor with the I’rinces. It was felt 

that the attitude of a lar^o sc«*tion in Rritish India towards the (hown and 
the recent ex])crience of orp’:ani9ed Hubvc'rsive movements from British India 
against the St.atcs did not, in the existinj;' circnmslances pro\ido (hat basis 
which was essential for a closer union between Britisli India ;.nd the States. 
As tor the futuie, the Chancellor urp.ed leL!,al and statutory provision for the 
cflective ])rot,ect,ion of the rights and interests ol tlu' States. 

Referiin^- to adniinistiati\(! reforms in the Slates, the Chancellor exi'lained 
that the decision in that matt.er rested with the ituli\idiial Rulers and their 
(Jovernments. Rut since defective administration in one Slate was likc'ly to 
react on other States, the matli'r was of eein'ral inteiest, to tlnmi and had 

been rec'eivinc; their earnest consideration. It was, however, ob\ioiis that the 
conditions varied in ditlercnt States and thendore no e\n<‘t pattern of 

administrative rC’orms or uniform ])acc of ]'roeress c<:»nld be leas'uialily 

advocated for all the States. “NeverthelcBS, w'e have come to the (aan lnsion 
that the Rulers and the (Jovernments of the States concerned should be 

invited to review their indi\idual administrations, unless tliat had already 
been done, it is, liowevcr, p:ra(ifyinc, to learn in tiiis cr)nnectii)n that ride of 
law obtains practically thronj;hont the Slates, and that (‘oustriicdve reforms 

and iiroLirammes ol beneficent activity have already been introdin*od in various 
State'* and that fiiithcr im’irovements in administration are in many cases 
jcceivin^ the active consideration of the authoiities concci’ned witii due re;j,aid 
to local conditions and resoun'cs.” 

Alludin'; to tlui projiosal for tlio creation of .1 )int Services Avhere small 

State's in the same ^irouj) w'cre unable indivivlually t.o maintain an adt'cpiale 
standaid of administration, the Chancellor said tliat- it was not impossible 

to reconcile the rcipiirements of Joint seiwices, wherever crisen!ial, willi duo 

iei;ard to the intep,riiy of the States concerneil. ‘‘It set'ms, however, a natural 
corollary that it any State has an etlicient ad ininisri at ion and ])nssic;scs both 
the resources and the willin.L.ncss to mainiain an adccpnile standard, it should 

not: be made to co-opciate apainst its wislu-s in sncii ioint services in ordi'r 

to lender johit administration convenient lor other adjoininp States w'ilR small 

revenues or inetlicient administration,” he added. 

Ihs FjA CA'llcncy Ihe I'lccroii, in adjoin ninp tlie si'Ssion sinr <h,\ thanked 
the Rulers for the assistance rendered to liini in conducting the [>rocccdinps of the 
Chamber. 


All India States’ Peoples’ Conference 

Slaiuliiig Committee—Bombay—loth, to RUli. February 1040 
Riunces’ ArnruPE l>Erj.oi:i:D 

The Standinc; Committee of the All-India Stales’ Peoples’ Conference 

which had been meetinp, at Rmuhay for the last thieo days, eomluded ils 
sitting on the Rttli. February 1040. 'Ihc Committee issued a * statement on the 
lu’csent situation. 

Doalinc- with the war crisis, the statement says, the Cimimittec consi¬ 

dered the war crisis and pointed out the ineonpruily of Indian Rulers 
ex]u-esRinp siijijiort to the iirincijile of democracy in Kiirope whih^ maintaininp 
‘hindiliited autocracy in their own States.” The Committee declared that ii! 

was unable to accept the (‘ommitments of tlie Rulers repardinp the war and 
urged them immediately to declare their acceptance of the ohji'ctive of full 
responsible government in their States and give efl'eet to this in the largest 
liossiblc measure in the immediate future. 

The Committee repudiated the claim of the Rulers to speak on hclirdf 

of the people of the Slates and took serious object ion to the Rritish 
(jroverument taking shelter under treaties which were entered into between 
the l^ast India (.Company and the then Rulers under sjiei'ial cireiimstanees 
and for using the States as instruments and permanent safeguards agains India’s 
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freedom niid the spread of democracy in India. The Commillee cmjdiatically 
refi’.ted tlie wliolc t)aek^,roiind of the theory and aruiiment by \vhi(‘h tlie 
Rubos attem])le(l to doi'eud ‘Their aiitoeracy and scjiMrafe theniHclves fiom 
India’s ])r()Liress.’’ The ]>eo])le ot the States were no ]iar(ieB to the old treaties 
and they did not consider themselves hound hy them. Nor woidd they 
reeoenise any new treaties or arranpiMiients which limited their right,s or came 
in the way of India’s freedom, d'heir objective was full responsible go\crn- 
mciit ill the States within the framework of an independent and united India 
and ('veiything that milita'ed against that objective had to be rejected. Thus 
no constit iilion i>r convention which made progress dependent on the Mill of 
the Ruler could be acceptable. The essential conditions that, must be observed 
Mure that the M’ill of the I'eople of the States niiist. ]>iev:iil in constitutional 
and otlu'r nmttcrs, that civil liberty must be maintained and that tlio rule of 
laM’ must be ('stal)lished. 

d'lie Oomniittee had every wish to Indj) in the peaf'ful si'ltlemcnt of the 
problem of tin' Stat,('a and in any future arraiiL’cmcnt, to maintain the 
dignity of the Ruler as a constitutional head. But the (\>nnnitle(' couhl not 
agri'i' to autocracy in any sliajie or form or to the will ol tlie jicoplc of the 
States being o\errulcd by their Rulers. 


The Baroda State Proja Mandal 

Sixteenth Session—Melisaiia- 27th. & 2.Sth. April 1940 

Tin: IdvESiOENTiAL AnidtEss 

The sixteenth session of tlie Baroda State Rioja I\Iandal eommeneed at r\I('hsrina 
on the 27th. April 1940 under the pri'sideney of iS(n\i(i7- i'aUdhliiiluii 

Saidai' I’afel erilieised tlie Th'forms introduced in tlie Slate as highly 
rone lie,nary and letiograde. 1 le, llo^ve^ er, advised the Mandal to er)nl''st, tlie eleetions 
and S(‘i/,e the oj'port unity of demonstrating their liold over the people and oiler all 
possible eo-oiK'ialioii in liceinning the lU'w reginu'. 

Re\i(\\ing tin' important cvi'iits that had taken place both inside and outside 
the Baroda Slate dining the course of the year that liad jiasst'd since he jucsaled at 
Bhadian session of the Biaja Mandal. Sardar Bald referred to tlie great loss siiflcH'd 
by the I'coplc ot the Itaroda Stale in the death of their lat,c iMaiiaraja. Jle 

eongratiihncd the ])eople as well as the State on the general rednclum ol 10 per 

(■,cni, in land rCN'i'iiue and the enclosing of the Dhaniyavi Shikarakliana which 
]('lir\(;d the dislK-ss of tK'asants in ‘M villages. He also refciied to the relaxation 
ol olheial control over local bodies and the giving of the ligdit of election of 

non oHicial J’rcsidcnts in l)!strict Boaids. He congratnlatcil Llic Rraja Mandal mi 
eai.'tining all the itistiic.t Boards, which wuis a clear dcmonstiiiLioif of the pcojOe’s 
eonlideiiee which w'UB reposed in the Mandal. 

llEEoiiMB IN riiE State 

Sarihir Patel next, referred to the constitutional reforms introduced in the 
Slate which, he said, would have Btalislied the i)eoi)le thirty '^cars ago but not now. 
4'iie franchise Mas very narrow and the composition of the Legislative Assemblv 

Mas so airangg'd as not to allow popular elements to form the majority, d'he 
jiovveis gnen to the ]>egislative Assembly were also very rcstrii'lial and then there 
was no sliadow of lesj'onsiliility in the constitution. One member out of four 
members ot the Exi'ciilive was to be taken from iion-oTKaals but he might or miglit 
not be electi'd, and miicli less be responsible to the House. 'J’he Dewan mIiosc 
]towers of veto were almost iiidimited was to ])reside in the House and even the 
Heputy Br(‘sident Mas to be nominated. Thus the whole scheme of reforms was 
highly leactionary and retrograde and W'ould come in for severe criticism, even from 
quarters friendly to the State. 

Advice to Co-operate with New Reolme 

The Sardar, hoM'ever, advised the ITaja JMandal to contest the elections and 
seize the opportunity of demonstrating their liold over the ])eople and offer all 
],ossii)le co-op('i'alion in beginning the new regime. Ho said that he would have ailviseil 
a struggle it their late Maharaja was alive but he eonsideied it inopirurtune and 
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nnwiso to initiate a fltrii}j;f.0c at the be!i;imiin.'j; of the new regime. If after the 
(leinonslration of the stieni^th of tlic ])coi4e in the olectionH it was found tiiat the 
constitution could be exi)audcd by working;' it, tlioy would i;ladly woi k it, but if 
the reforms sebonie worked as an obstacle in the coLii'se of their Btrup,fj;le for 
freedom, they would lia\e no iiesitation in rejectinii: it, 

Jteferrine, to tlie (luestion of minorities vS irdar Patci said that it was 
unfortunate that the Muslim Leaejie had advised the Aluslims to keo]) away from 
the I'raja iMandal. 'Flii'y would be j^lad if Muslims could secure their just, dcmaiuls 
by keei)in;u;' away from the Praja iMandal. Plnfortunately tlu' .Muslims had evidently 
made an alliance with reactionary conservative ami feudal elemenls in the country 
to obstru't the freed.im of the cvnintry. They l\ad an a'‘tual d(‘monstrati.>n of it in 
Jtajkot, wIkmc the Lc;ie,ue took pride in openly joiniu;’, hands with tlu^ State and 
tlie Ikuayats, in lireakin.; the solemn agreement made by the 'Dmkore Salu'l) with lus 
})(’Oul('. llefore the sett lenient, no Muslim from the Stale had oj>|u)sed the Ihaja 

Maiidal in the stru'^ele ; in la t many had joined it and yone to jnl. The Muslim 

League eaanc' afli'r the settlement was made. Mr. J/miaft iHiastctl with pride lu the 

course of his leeeut tour of Ivathiawar about his achievement in Ihijkot. 'Die 

jMiissa!mans were in no bettor position in liajkot to-day. 'Diey sutlcred as mueli 
as the Hindus. 

d'jfE I.KAl.UK AND THE STATE 

In Rhavnayar, said ^^.inlar the Muslim Tjcaync propaganda apainst the 

Praja Mandal had resulted in a deliberate attack on a procession at, tlio time of Ids 
(Sardar Patel’s) visit, wdiich resulted in two deaths and 27 jieople beinc iniiiri'd. Jn 
the subsi'fpient trial, two Muslims weie sentenced to death and aiioul thirty weie 
sentenced to ^'aIious terms of imprisonment. iMr. .Tinnah utteri'd no wool of leyret 
or symi>al.Iiy for the viedms of the riot but eonii>lained of the Tnjusdee’ done to 
the Muslims in Riunmayaf State. 

Ih'Ocecdiii Suj'Jar Patel obsiu'ved tliat Mr. Jiniiah’s latest fad of ]iartilioninc; 
India, which was not taken sei’iously by anybody, was admit tt'dly n(3t intended to 
do c(),)vl 1,0 IMuslims. It liad excited enom;h communal bitterness and pi\'('n a 
convenient handle to the Secretaiy ol Slate lor elaimiip;^ beloie tlie wo; Id that, he 
w;is jir tilicd in wifblujldinfreedom liom India, thouyh he wanted India to liyht 
lor tile freedom of other countries. 

Kesolutions—Second Day—28th. April 1940 
FMm sTiTTiTioN ae Reeohms 

ddie session concluded on the next day, the 28th. April, after ]niBHinc the main 
rcsoluli.m on eoiistitnlional reforms. 

'Die iMandal de daied ilial tlie reforms were reae.tionary and dis.appoinliny but 
decided to contest the elections to the Leuislativc Assembly with a ^icvv to deinoiis- 
lrating the hold of the Praja Mandal over the ]>eoi)le. 

Pa ROD A Riot ENtiuuiY 

Another resolution passed by the Conferenee regictted the winding np of the 
Emiuiry vknunuttee appointed by tlie State alter it Jiad taken evidence in eonnee- 
lion with the liot whiMi broke; out in Raroela (hty on January 20 last year wfieti 
Sardar Paid visited it as President of the Piaja Alandal. 

Mil. PATEi. Exhortation 

In the eourse of liis eoncludiiig address, Sadar Patel exhorted Ihc people to 
make the Praja JMambd as ]Knvcrful a body in Raroda State as the (.'ongress was 
in Rritisli Inelia. None could, he declared, withstand the risinw tide of popular 
aw'akeiiiiig. 

Saidar Patel eougratulated the Ihaja Mandal on passing the resolution on the 
constitutional reforms. 'Die resolution, he said, was the acid test of their strcngtli. 
There was no dillcienee of o’pinion with regard to the reforms. lOven tin; friends of 
the Stale dared not say that tliey wore adequate. They considered tlicm as not 
befitting the Raroda Slate bat he would not advise them to take a drastic step at 
the beginning of tlie regime of the new Ruler. They should give proof of their 
intentions to c()-oi>eratc with the State and Btrengthen their organisation in order 
to get better reforms. 

Referring to the resolution urging the members of the Praja Mandal not to 
accept titles conferred by the State, Sarder Patel said that the conferment of titles 
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WiiK opi)f>sc(l to tlic Bpirit of democracy. Wlicn a consiitiiiionnl or Rome other 
hUmii:;^1o wiv^ on between the State an(i the people, the conferment of titles by 

the Stale Nn popular le iders created misunderstanding;. The State should ))'e 
recpiesi.ed not to confer til.les, 

'Idle Sa;dar next referred to the resolulion cnjoinini; tlie mcmliers of tlic 
M.'indal (o \V(‘ar Ivliadi and said that it was unfortunate t,o tind only a few 
wearms of Ivliadi in the villaL’,es. Khadi wxas for the };ood of the villa^L!,cr8 and the 
Praja Mandal shoidd do v!L;or(ms propa,L;anda in tliis eonneclion. 

(,Mincludinj,, Sirdar rale! cxho'‘ted the andienee to carry out l.lic constructive 
l>ro^;ramme laid dinvii by lh(^ ('.muress in Iliitish India, 'iiiey Avoiild attain tlic 
poal of responsible blovernment if t.hey were determined to do so. 

Mu. Peru’s Stkeoh 

Addressiiuj; the CmferiMice, l\lr. Moraijt former Minister of l\evenue, 

Uoinhav, said that^ in then own inteiests, Kuh'rs should make then’ subjects stion;:;. 
llnbiidhsl use of auloeraiic p.iwer would inloxi'-aP' an<l (h'jjeiu'rate tlui best of 
Rulei's. It would be wise lor tiu^ Urders to pivo Itesponsible (lovernment to their 
Buhjects. 

dhe session at this st.aye concluded. 
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The Indian Science Congress 

Twenty seventh Session —Madras—2nd. January 1940 

T'iie Wki.C'omk Appki’ss 

TT. E, the (ri)V('rvn?' of jModrea^ doelnrod o])en on t1ie 2n(l. January 1040 tliC 
proc'cdiiiiis of tlie 'I'woiiiy-sevenlli t^essioii of t,h(^ jiidian Con^rcBS at the 

yeiiuto 1 louse of the iNladias University. 

Di'traii Ifi'oilni »S'. E. Rniiaonod''on^ Viee-Chaneellor o! the ITuiversity of 
IMadras, wc'lronimu, (he memheis ol the Indian S leiH'C (hnurt'ss and its 
(list iimiiislKNl Tjesidi'ot, on hehall of II.e<-ei>tion (toinmittee and (lie Madias 

IJn 1 V(MsiI y, Saul that they were ioilainalf' in that t,h(' (’xtension of the t('rin of 
olliee of liis luxeeliency had enal>h'd him to a'-.a^jii their invitation to open the 
session of the (''.onj less aiul he wisiied to eonvi'y the most eoidial thanks to Ills 
ICxcelleucy lor lionou riiej, them uilh his presence on l.lu' occasion. T t, was a.rnt it y m;j, 
to note dial since iis estahli^hne-iit twenty-seven years auo, the Indian Science 
Oonci-ess had steadily mown in streiudh and inilnence and had attracted woild-uide 
attention. '1 lu' \i‘'il ol a ^roup of dislinunislu'd Ihitish and odier i'aiioiiean 

scientists to this eoindry on the (oecasion of the l^il\('r .luhih-e Si'ssion of the 

(donpress at Calcntta in IhdS mi;.,Id he rep-aided as a nofalile r(XM>;;nition hy the 
scKMiiilic woild of t.!u' value of the ‘;real woik whi(di tlu' Associadon was doiipii; 

in India, do Soiidi 1 edia il was a irndtei of some ]nide that I)i. K, h, Simonsi'ii, 

a formei’ ^^oies^ol‘ of (dhtmiistiy at the Ihesidency Collc-.e, jMalias, and an old 
eolleaeiic of his ^Yas iur o-ly instrumciilai in stariinu tins ;_,r('at oiuanisalimi. 

It was the (ouidi oc-a^ivin on which thi* Indian Scuaue ('oii jk'ss meets in 
INladias, iNIr, Run. anad'aam co.it mned,‘hind since die (.‘onuiess met lieie ehocn ycMis 
auo, eonsidei ahle adiam-c had het n mad(‘ hy (he Univeisity of INladias in the )»ro\'i- 
sion o( taiiliiics lor ;id\anccd sliuly and r("-.eaich and (lie I'aiums depart inents 
(_*onceinel had alieady achi('\e(l nomble success, ‘Outside t.iu' rnnersity, sc\('ral 
(ioNeinmeiit fns'it udons and Departments sneh as the liisMInte tor rie\enti\e 
INIcdiciiup die INIedr-id t'olleue, tin* Ihi'sidency (t)lleu.e, t’lc (holh'ue for Veleriuaiy 
Scii'iice and tin' Depaihnen' of Ihr.h< • les had done most xalnahh- iioik. ddimiLdi, 
eouipaied to jn-o\ iiu es like deneal, .dadias come lale into tin' li('ld of scientiiic 
i('S(';U'h sin* had iieuh' eood ]»roei('ss in oii.diijil woik. In this eimlU'ction lie 
nn'id.ioned liiat dii C. Y. Uaman and tlu' lale .Mr. hamaiiniam had mad(' ‘'eontri- 
Imiions of ouistundine meiit. to smentilic knowlisl.e” 

\ on are meet me’’, IMr. Rii7i(/,r)ttid>nin eoniinncd, “at a eiilicid time not Oidy 
in the history of onr own connlrY Init m the hisiory oi the whole world, d'Jie war 
which has lieen stalled hy some of the (Vailral Mniopean ]>owers slows liow mere 
scieiitilie eilicu'nc), imaceompanied hy a eonesj'ondmi' ])roer(SS in moial ideas, 
hauls to a rnllih'ss materialism and lust Ivir power, whi--h thuaiten due v('ry foimda- 
lions of ei\ ihsation. U is trm' that luaflier sidenci' nor tlu' seientisl, could be 
jnslly hlaim'd for t his slate of allaiis. Ihit yi't a preat rfxsptinsihilii y rests on men 
ol science lo s ’c that du ir knowhalee is iisi'd for (lie wcl!-hemc of liiimanily 
rather than foi its dceouiation and dcsiniciion. ,\nd it is p,aiiiynj;^ to iind that 
scK'iiiists hav(' in la'-amt years awaktmed to their i esponsii^ilily in this matter. 
INIosI of you no douht are acipiamted w ith (he woi k done hy the Committee on 
S ienc(> and its Social lu'lafions inslili^tcil hy the inlt‘rnational (Jonncil of Scieiili- 
iic hnions. NN'idi ils woild-wule (w.eanisation this (smimillee lias nluhalaken the 
(ask oi lindinp out die social si.:nilicance of the vaiions branches of science in all 
(Muintries. Knowleihu' for the sake ol knowdedpe is, indeed, a preat. ideal, hut it 
needs t(^ ho snpi>iemenled by the newer ideal that all kuowledpe is for the service 
of man.” 

On die utilitarian side, the Vice-Chancellor said, tlicic was vast scope in India 
for the help and pnidanee of scientists. 'J'liey eould do a preat deal to promote the 
industrial repeneration of India and tlie utilisation of (lie country’s enormous 
wealdi in raw materials, hlu'y eould show how scienc.e eonld be applied towards 
die alleviation of sntrerinp and the raisinp of the standard of livinp of the ]icople. 
\Ndule there wuis thus a preat need in tne country for e.xtension and aiiplieation of 
scientific kuowledpe, (here was a still preafer need for the spread of the spirit and 
method of science, k'or the sjiirit of science was the spirit of tlie disinterested 
])msnit of truth. In these days when men’s minds were easily swayed by feelinp, 
either iclipious or political, and wheu the judgment of whole nations was being 
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ovei])ornc by the compiilsion of dic'tate<l doctrine, tlioy needed to train tlie riHiii{ji; 
{j^cneration in in(lei)end('iit iudiinient and to incideate in lliciu a pasnion for truth. 
Tlie youth of the country should he made to learn (hat if tliey were to be wortliy 
citizens of a truly democratic country, their miiuls should he lre(? fiom i)assi()n and 
])i-('jiulic(5 and iJiat they should realise the importance not only of id(‘;is bid. of 
facts. l»y inculcating tlu' spiiit of science, theiclore they no Id be helpinc in 
])romotin^ tin; intellectual and moral develo])ment of tlu' jx'ople. 

“U'here is thus a vast tiidd in India foi the acti\ities ot your Association,’’ 
Mr. Runcunadhan saivl, ‘and th(‘ Dniveisitics are ]noud of the ^YOlk you aic doini; 
ami would be willinc to co-ojieiate nith you in all possible ways. If the linancial 
su))port they have p,i\en to Hcientific research has not lieen more ceneions, 
it is because of their limited resources and not because of any laek oi 
api>reciation of the value and imporianee of such work for tlic countiy, I trust 
it will be ])Ossib!e for an Association such as youis to sneei'st some scheme 
of co-ordination of the Seienlitic acti\ities in the countiy, so tliat c'ven 
with our piesi'iit ri'sources we may be able to achieve lietter results. 1 re.disc diat 
co-oidination of scierdi/ic woik is not quite easy in a countiy like ouis with its 
j;reat distances and \'ai\inc icyional conditions, lint yet something could lie done 
in this direction by the co-opeiai.ion of the Piovincial Governments, the Uiii\ersitii's 
and impoitaid scumtdic bodies such as yours. 1 liinl iiom the abstiacls re.-ei\'cd (hat 
you ha\e a lari^e number ol jiapeis to be read before the sectional mei'liiies. J am 
sure that many of (hem deal with |troblems ot cK-it, impoi lance to tiie touidiy. 1 
hope tnat as a la'sult ol yont delibeiatioiis scieidilic w'oi k will be dire ted aloni; 
carelully planned and iruilful channels, and will ipromole the welfaie ol the 
country.” 

j\Ir. Runpanadhan then requested His Ex'-ellency to th'claie the CVmpress oj.eii. 
d’lii-: GovEiiNoids orr.NJNr; Aiumivss 
E. Lord Er.'knic s]i<»kc as follows, while declaiinp the Coneiess ojien : 

]\lr. J'lesnh'iit, Ladies and (ieidhunen,— It is ehnen years now since Madras 
was honoured in bianp chosen as the \enue foi the annual session of the 
Indian Science Loiieia'ss. 1 oll'cr a sinccie and cordial welcome once aL-ain 
to the very eminent body ol scientists whom the City now’ has llie pri\ilepe 
of entertaining’, nn the occasion ot your t wenly-sevim t h session. 1 associate 
my sell, tun, with the welcome fiom the Univeisdy oi Madias expressed by 
the Vice-Chancellor ; for your deliberations AVilhin thi' Hniveisity ])i(;dncls, ajairt 
fiom tlu! academic lustie confeiH‘(l. cannot, b’ut be of tlie piealest value and 
inleiest, in tlie intellcclnal contacts which will result. 

Indeed, Lie holdini; ol this Conpiess in an (‘ducalional centie like iMadras 
does moie than pio\ide the o|>port.unity for tlie leadinp, ol scicntihc pai»ers and 
the discussion of cuiient scienlilic pioblems between pioups of scientists. It is, 
besrdr'M, a veiy c|(-at stimulus to the elVoits ol lesearch woikeis in the 1 residency 
and to the adNaneenumt ot scientitic study in Ibiiveisities and Colleces all oxer 
Louth India. 

'The oi’.cupancy ol the Piesidential Chair at such a (’onfm-ema; is the prerocatixe 
of those ot unusual attainments. It has been my pood loitune to meet your 
Piesiduit at this session prexiously on (he occasion a little ox ei a year apo wlien 
Prof. Lalini lectured to a meeting of the Indian Academy oi Lciruu cs, and 1 haxe 
tlieiefoie, expeiience ol Ins eiiuhton. 1 am suic that under his puiilaiice the work 
of the s(‘ssion will be iiuitful. 

India has a Icpiiimate rip,lit to lie luoud oi the liiph ]:lace xvliicli her scienlist.s 
liave taken, in lecent yeais, in international acadiunic ciieles. dhe number of 
Indian scientists whose woik has won woild-wide recopjiitioii has steadily increased. 
In particular, one may instance a consideralih* addition to the numbers of those 
who, like your I’resident to-day, hold that sipnal distinction, the Eelloxvship of the 
Royal Loeiely. 

Py the (Huirtesy of Prof. Lahni 1 have had access to the mateiial of the 
address he is about to deliver. 'I'he subject he has chosen is both fascinatinp and 
recondite. Jlis pai>er, il 1 haxo understood it aiip.ht, is intcinh'd to poitray the 
peolopical conditions obtainiup at the opeiiiiip of the Tertiary Era in the Loutli 
Indian 1‘eniiisula and to show fiom a compaiative examiiialioii of tlie flora and 
fauna in the Deccan area that the volcanic period durinp whiidi these iiartieular 
strata were formed falls within what is known as the Eocene ape, and not in the 
iminedialcly precedinp Mesozoic jieriod. I’rof. Sahni has desciibed his thesis as a 
popular presentation of the subject, thereby iiidicatinp that he has relaxed the 
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ri[;oiu'B of imrely Fck’iitifif* oxyiokition niid lias Tiii}»onf, for tli(3 f)rncrit of a lay 
Some volumes iiilt-iKlcd lo (*oii\c-y Hi-irnlili'* ki;o\vl('{l,i.’0 in ]' 0 ]Milai‘ form 
to tlic laynimi often Hucaard in |a(xlnciiiL!, noilinm more' (ban acuir mental (le]>re8- 
sion. Allegedly non-te-Imical di si riptioi.B oftrn K('( m t]u)ionL 3 hly abstrime to ns and 
we can only p iu'ss at tin; tic'mendons ba.'k:^ i onnd of srienlili-- ki ow b dio^ ^\liiell tbe 
writing oi’ uiKb'istandine ol a lairely teabnicid tieaties im)'lii'S. 1 tJiink you will 
find, however, that iboL >almi has so eIotb<*d his material in Im-iel and inteiX'stin^z; 
detail that. (Jn; claim be makes will imt he Ix'lied. 

Nor has vonr I'resi-k'nt hee'ii ahh' tee shnn wb.at is a 3('iy human failinjj; (if 
I may call it se)', amonji, \iui(‘ se-te'nlisls. Tbe* se'aich for 'I'rnlb in the nature of 

lbin;:,s, whu'h is the occnpaiiem (d <oer>, u's(‘are-h weeiloi, is c.inied end in a woild 

whose utmosphe're seems qneeily larelhel lo nivue' l e’ensliian intellee'ts ; but the 
scientist is only human and canmet esiai’-e' the* ni'- e' to deineaisl i ale' Ib.at his pursuits 
lui\e their ])rae’tie-al value' in e've'iMla) hie-, t^ei teeo I’lol. Hahiii. liis in3'e'hlij.'aliems, 
he3 tells us, are metu' than tb.e leo-nlt eel a iiie'ie' wianeb' be'l\\ee'n oi-josinp, se-lie'ols 
of ^ee)h);3,isls, leer in tact a l:no\\ b-elje' eef ilie noi-itums c)f si i ala in tJie peole>;Aie. 

tinie-seeali' assists i he' (;\! loitai i m eel the' r-oib’s mine-ial wealth, 

r>ut it IS emly a ) assinv slance which we aie .* i3en ol the ] I'a'-lleal pspee'l- of 

tliese in vest ieal ions, 'line' sie'iiiist as lie is, I'lol. kalini iceaieis the* mateiial 

aj'plicalie)n e>l his e-etnclusi'ais, to jnd^e’, at haisl, by ijie sjane lie rives tliein, as of 
relati\e'ly s('conelar\ impoitancc. 

On the either banel. it in no way eh'ioyah'S li'om tin' deep osiucl we Iiave feir 
our own men ot s it'iice', -,0/ S'ientisis, that their labeaos, in moih rn times have ed’ 
necessity become eliu'Oeal pio’i»'ssi\e'lv lo a nical-'r elc- lei' lowaieis the' mate'iial 
heneht ot the rai-e. in tin- (aids o! medn-in,-, e’;.;<i!cs, na-lianie-s, ay 1 ie-ultuie, 
peopliysics, and so lorth ami no' sob. ly to the' ]>niM:it o! km»w h'd' e; as such, 

lint, lie) euie, 1 fm 1 e-e-rtaiii, can eh-phue' mme w Inilckca: 1 edh’ (l;;tn scientists 
t.hemsi‘1 \ e's the3 e'oiielilions e>l iikou md lonrd 1 » ho !< mship eluiini. this ccnteiy which 
have turm'ei the' prosi'i ution e>l icM'aifh mme' anel moie inlo t’eat baiie'ii and 

aboi’li 3 e ])ath, the e'le'alion ed eh'stiuOi\e' a: in: in; nl^-, 'i he eiich' is a \icioiis one. 

In niakiny wai‘ men ao' le'mptcd tei iioOitiit'' the e i e'.'ili'.ns el S'-iein-e' to teriihle 
and mnohle uses; anel the m-icad ol su; Ii eaat'.ict!- eie man h tuilhci anel moie 
extensive' e-alls npon the sci vices ed the se i'm' i.'-is. 11 .;( onl_3 hy liu' aayiessois, hut 
hy lluise' whose* only aim is tei loo'e'ct th'n''-'l\es iiom sudi attaeks. Let ns 
feiweiitly hope tor a weuUl oidci in A\hi;h se-ieniists mad no hup ci be ealleel iijaiii 
1,0 se'i've in tins way. 

Hill 1 leel tied I lone snlhi ienily tiithel with, ye-ur im]>ati<'i'.c(' to hear Hrof. 
Salmi’s aehliesS, anel 1 snail <'oiickieh' my j oiaie' lu-coidin^ k, llclore* 1 do so, f 
weiulel e'xpK'as mV siucco' Ito'-e' that this icaumn imp, run ils e-oi’sc lo a sncce'ShInl 

('onclnsion ami that Us eU'libe'i at ions may icseilt in the* hm I admaniam', neit only lo 

those who aii' ]iai tie'i[iatiny, hid also to the wo. hi oi s; it nee in renei:U. 

d in-: I’l \j, Ai'imi' 

Proh’ysoi lUrluil r i: in llu' colour (.1 ].is ] le si;!, ntiul addiess said : 

d'h(' stmh'iit, ol S( iem-t' Iincs in a w.t.hl ed (i.\ im-i.ts. Noihmr in that. \ast 

array ol visilde thinys ihai wc c:dl .Nature appe-ais lei oui H'slii'-teel r'isiein as a 

comph'le I'ie'tiiie'. dime Auist tluil id' is, Ihe'tue'a'o: ne3er I’e'N'eals the wdmh' of 
Ills eh'siLu at once kike the ckihl with a jiy.saw i'U//de^we tiy to piee-e together 
tiie frimnients ot the ].ictine'. 

\\'(' have eiiir ineioels, too, like* the child, h'.mn time's we <. 01/0 wdstfnlly at 
fragments of the nidieisc lar he'yoml emi le-ai'h. .'-oim-limcs we- are' he'iit, iijton a 
tpie'^st of th(' ininiilc; a soil, eif splitunc piescss that is a w c-inHj.irine' in its 
endle'ssness, lor as we' probe* deepf'i it unfolds to oni womloinL', e\('s sv stems 
within sjHK'ins, w'oihls witlu’n woihls. h'emietiincs, aeain, we' are* enyayrd in the 
reverse' iirocess ; eil Imildinp up Iraamculs into what, we bke lo think is a 
])lansihle' wliede'. Not lied w'' e\er net at ihe lerd and e'emiplcle! whole' ; nor 
ever sliall. heir mme of us has e\t'n a fia'‘lion oi all Ihe ]ue'ces, and eae-li lias 
his own way of pnttinp toeeth.er wind little he has. 

do the', emloeike'i, whe) ahme' hohls tin' hf'V, the seiiousness with which wc yo 
about our little attempts must, seem ]iitidd('. Inir rdte-r all ilu'ie' can he* only one 
real solntiein, erne d'nilli Some of us may Iviast that, we have pe)l at that one 
Truth ; we only delude oinselve-s. Nemer llie h^ss, ciiiiosity lures iis em, for there 
arc few^ luirsuils so ahsorhine, as this sfiuly ol frasmeiits tliat. we e-all St-ienee. 

Ye's, this is real Science, the Science of tlie uri-inal scientists, the seckerB 
after Truth. 
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At tiinofl, in onr sfiarcli for Oic Truth, wc rome upon Ihiiips wc can make use 
of in a wojhily way. And wc know tliat aoino of tiu'se IhiiiaH we eaii use, as ue 
like, ior ^!,ood oi’ for evil. Put if wc aic mere S('okerH aKer Trutli, wa; eare no more 
a})oiit tliem but luin lliem over to otlua's ; and out ot (bis eouKS mucli lhai is 
jiood and no!)]c and l)eanti!nl. Put somelimes, alas, as we sr(' (o-d.iv, (deed (■()Tnes 
to eondiel. wi'di 'i'riitli, and the passion lo inle liarnessrs i'‘ice !(■ iciioi)b^ ends, 
J'\)r all that science may have done to ci\ilise him. Alan, ii stanns, can s!ill be lu) 
less of a l)iut(‘ than h(^ ^^as. In the linid li^lit ol happenie.ps wc sec lliat ( i\'ilisa(ioJi 
is not t,hc same thine as enltiirc. 

Pul Ibis is a sad di;^rcssion wbi<‘h I had nol. intended for Ilii^J occasion. My 
objivt this cveninp, is to siiend a l)rief hour with you in the con leniplalion of 
Nature. 

Less than six months a;j,o the Prilisli Asso<‘lalion for f'-e Ad\muannent, of 
Science mel, under (be ])U‘SideMlship t)f a lenowed sciin'is!. In Ids addKss at 
jMindt'e, SiJ- Albert Smanl pa\c a vi\ id aci'onijt of (be \-, ay in ^^bil]l by ;i Mndy 
of fi’apments such as sampli^s of lo-ks anti ol (lit' remains o! jlauls pn \ ed in 
them as fossils, be was alile to ^^Sl;^dise .a scene in (Iw vm's( ol hcolbnid at ibti 
ilawn t)l the Ttu’liaiy eia. As a ]mpil 1 iet'l tempted to follow Ins ex.nupb', and 
(,o allempt a re. oust i lu-t ion td an Indian scene at about the same pmiod ol (be 
earth’s liistory. 

Put 1 Would ask yoii (o bear with me if 1 seem at times to be (> lliup- a faiiy 
tabu I’’<)r at. t ins tlislaiu’C of time we can oul> see a dim out lint' of die wo, Id as 
it w ^s, and (lie oa-1 la!n;ua;.,e ot sciem-o is ill suined to (bf* d-'S'-i ip.l ion (d \isions. 

Competent authoiities place the dawn ot tlu^ del tuny (ua bciwicn sixty 
and S('\('n!y niiilton ycais aco. It is the biith ol a new e;a in a xey uad 
sense. SLupeiidous foices, Hureiin; in the womb o.*’ (he ea.ib, liad aheady 
caused piyantic lalts in the crusi, and tlua-e lifts ai e eai in,, ont nPo oeeans. 
Eioni smaller tissuies in tb.o crust, niob'en nu-k is now po,.inij bulb in 
jepeatnd Hoods of lava wbi; li will c')\er nndlioiis ol sciuaie nnic!. ol laml and 
sea. Vast, areas are bi'inc, converted into (bi.cit ])y slo\\eis of \oleainc ash. 
A new type ol lamheanc (bweloj-s, with liiJi \oicanie plaba;;;-, as a doiuinaut, 
fiadui'e. d be f,ic(' ol tb(' eait.b is lapid!^ clnuicinc. Pbe puts on a ncj.c' modern 
e;ub of \e!jela'ioii ; 1 b(‘ land, lakes and i na i s biv ome p'COpic'l by en alines moie 
familiar to ns. l-dill tbeu- i.s no sicn of man. Pnl the s!;ic<; is laiin, sd for bis 
aiiiwd. l'd)r this (litiad pciiod ioicsbadows the biilJi, out ol the sea, of tlu; 
miejitu'st mountains ot (be woibl, and the lie;-,vine b )-,om ul the ('aitii, souicwiunc 
lo (he 1101 til (4 India, wbieb is to be Ine eiadle ol m.;n. t^neb w a.-; tiie I'k.ieene 

aye : it was lileia'.ly a “dawn of the m w.” 

E\ili.\ 11 is roll y Ol' i'ln: Dj. sdN 

d'o arrive at our (airly ddrtiary scene in India we can eiilier woik liaikwaids 
from llie ]»ie>ciil, or appioaeb it from a still eailier jaist and Ijy P) apprehnite Ibe 

settiny in which that R-enc was laid. 1 piclci llu' bitter conise, alilmucb lor a 

few momciils it, wdl take ns far behind the p< i lod wnli wbuli 'w (- .ai,- sp(\-i illy 

eomau'iicd. Eor wc shall base to yo back lo a lime, at least lliiee hundred million 
yeais avo, when neillier the Atlantic nor the Indian (tciain was vet boin. 

Opinion is by no means ayr(‘ed (wen ii],on the broad disti ib.il i, m of land and 
sea piim- to the deiliary era. Ihil, aeeordiiiy to a ibeoiy now' Loairially asso, iaied 
with the name of Pio!essi>r ^Veiiener, who died a heio’.a dcaili in (bciiibnid a 
few >eai‘s aco in tlu' jutrsuit of heieiice, all tin* land aieas of (be ylobe were once 
(liieclly iinili'd lO-ellmr iido om* woild eontiiienl. d lie two .\nii’iieas lay much 
lurllu'r to (lie em t, wlnb' Enrojie and Afnca lay fuitbcr wisl, (ban al, ] resin*. 
( iieenlaiid, P'cland and the Ihiiu-h Isles weie jdl inueb ( I !.-,er ioceiber and were' 
wedeed ill liet ween (’aiiadii and ^^<•aildllla^ la. South Anu'iica tiUi'd into tlu' yi'i'at 
uncle in the west, coast of tin' Alrlean eonlinent. Aimlialui. and Antaicrma, biy 
(dose np ayainsi, the soutli-eastern eo.isl of .vfii'-a, with tin' Suudc iii tip of India 
in eonlact, with Aladatiascar and wedyed in luHween the Afiics.n and Anstialiaii 
blocks. Al this lemote peiiijd llu* South Pole was sonK'wlKWi* in ('ape Ool oiiy. 

At intervals diiiiny a pePod of seveial liundred millions ol 'yi^ais disruptive 
forces of nntbinkabb' maynitude liave caused ever wideniny lisnuies in the ernst. 
ddie (Ireat Rift, V.db'y of Africa is bekuwed to be one ol the yo inycsl, of t!a',s(', 
fissnri's, still in the makiny. ddie Ped Sea rift has now lieconio two Imndri'd 
miles wide; the A'.bintic rift is alieady an ocean. And thus, like icihcrys breakiny 
oir by the formation of c.rcvasses from the snout of a ylacier, or from tJio edyo 
of un ice-sheet that ha.s spread out to sea, the continental blocks are suiiposed 
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to have (Iriflod away into their ]»resent positions. But these continental movements 
liave not hei'ii all inovenienls of soiuiration. Tliey have also bron|j,ht into contact 
with ('iic.li otlier land blocks formerly sundered by tJie ocean. 

Here in Madias we stand at the eastern edi;c of one of these blocks wliich, 
aceordinc to Wegener, lias drifled and perhaps Biill driftini;—north-eastwards 
from its foimer jiosition in the southern hemisphere. 'Jo the north of it formeily 
lay tlie ^ii'at 'leiIns Sea which once separated it from the main Asiatic mass. 
The Asiatic t>lo( k, in turn, lias moved south-west, towaids India. As the two 
^rcat land masses ai)proached each otlu'r narrowing' down the width of the 

inleiv('inn<; si-a, pails ol tlie ocean floor were caught up as between the jaws 

of a jj.ieant.ic vii-e, and they have been squeezed, crnm[>led and uplifted into tlie 
chain of the Jliinalayas, 

A Bill M FA’ A L LANDSCATF 

J>y far the jireater ]nirt of the Indian ]H'ninsula is made up of rocks that 
have solidified from a molt.en state. Ihit the ieneons activity which these rocks 
indicati; took placi' in distinct jaaiods, separated from each other by a span of time 
of which no adcijuati' estimate is y<‘t ])ossible. 

'J'he easieiii and southern jioition of the ])eninsula (shown led in theological 
maps) foiins oim' of Lh(' most. an<-ient land surfaces of the plobe. I’arts of if, are 
believed to bclone. to tlie ]>iim('.val ciust of Our I'laiiet as it iiist cooled and 
eondi'usc'd from a ^’aseous or liquid mass. 

From tinu' to time other molten rocks from the interior have burst through 

this crust and solidified in the cracks, formiim thick sheets or Midis euttinc 

acioss (he ohb'r ]- 0 ( ks. 'Jhe eaily eonvulsions of the eiuth while she was yoniifz, 
are still recoided in the comjclex folds into whicdi these archaic ro* ks lia\e heen 
thrown. ()\ t'r iar^e ai cats tlie ori^rinal loi-ks liavc been Iraetured by earth 
movements or so liadly ernshed and altered that we can no lon;j,er tell their 
mode of <)ii;.'in. 

dhis was the kind of ]uiinilive landscape on which, lon^, aflerwaids life 
first oriviuab d (in walei) and on wldidi tlie sliatified einst of the eai th was laid 
down. W ith the icassapt' of timi', the erealer i)art, ol this crust has worn away, 
and the old suilac-e has apain heen laid haie. But |>()itions of the strata still 
remain, luotecK'd in deep tioueh-likc hollows in tlie old livc'r basins, the Mahanadi, 
the Goda\aii, ami the Naibuda, and in a stiinp, of ouIDiuia patches alone the 
east coast, horn 'fi ichinopoly as far as (’nttack. dlu'se ih'posits were laid ilown 
(diiefly in lakes and ineis, imt. pailly also in shallow seas that flooded the land 
liom the north and east. 'I lie wealth of (widence these stiata eonlaiii tells of 
pM'at changes ol climate and of a lonp, succession of lloias and faunas that lived 
on the ^ asl soulhein eontiiumt of which India once loimetl an iniepial ]iait. 

Jkxecpt, loi these tem] oiary iin-uisions ol the sea, fhe I'lateaii of tlie Di'ecan lias 
remained a land aiea, so iai as we know, ever since the oiipinal einst was formed. 

Mb' hav(‘ Seen tliat the eastern and soulhein parts of th(' peninsula aie 
com]used nmstly ol locks of picat anlKinily. Similar rocks, in fact, foim the 
foumialions of all llu' continental hhu ks, the eioded loj s ol the ancient monnlains 
ulK'ii 1-1 (»jcc! hi'j Ihioneh uccks ol moie ic. cut dale, '^fiie Niipiiis and the J'alni 
and Annanndai Hills are (io:i]>osi’d ol laic(' domelike masses of scmi-molten rock 
which have licavcd np the ovcilunp crust and liave later been e\]!Osed by the 
denndim: ac tion oi lain and ji\eis. 'I'lnse ]>ijmeval hills luinally have rounded, 
nndulalum onlline^. (tccasionally an isolaUd dona' rises smldeidy out of the 
alluvial plain. Iheie it stands, like a icetnfii'd sentinel of the hoaiy i)ast, with 
his ia< e ohlilci ail'd and his feet Inuicd in the ilnst of apes. 

'Ihionph untold aeons of 'lime, Natnie Las caived this ancient suifacc 
into fantastic shape’s, (ircat niassi's of lock sometimes lie uneasily }ierehed 
one on top of another in thieateninp, piles, like dilapidiiteil toweis. Vast mens 
me stiewii witli eiiornious wi'alliered blocks Ijinp in utter confusion, as if 
a pK'ai city, wheie only plants must liave lued, had been laid in ruins. 
Occasionally a hnp,e splu're ot pianiti' lies jciccarioiisly jmised on the rounded 
hack ol a hill as if one could, wiili a incie push, send it hnrtlinp, down 
the hill side. A later day has seen the handiwork of man snpciimposed upon 
ISalnie's in s, iilptund cj ics like those at JMahahahimram - niisuri>asscd in the 
prandeur of their conception e)r in the depth of devotion that inspired them. 

Tin: Dfccan Tuaf Country 

Very diirerent is the landscape in the central and w'cstcrn ])arts of the I>c<‘can, 
coloured preen, by eonvention, in all peolopical maps. U'his is much younper 
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p:roiind, for as we step over from the red part of the map to the p;reen, we traverse, 
at a siniOc bound, a vast Sj^an of ‘^eolo<;k*al time ; in must places the newer rocks 
rest (lirc(‘,tly n])on Uie crod(wl smface of the old foundations. Abru])l,ly we aie 
transported into a new eia of the earth’s liistory. In facd. we ha\'e arrhed at the 
dawn of the d’ertiary. After a lon:i; ])eriod of quiesi-cnce the vohainic cneri!,y ]^ent 
up in tlie interior of the earth is now bursting, lortii in Hood-; of l'i\a on a scale 
never witnessed t)efore or siina^. 

D(!l('^at('S 1,0 tliis tk)nf.’reHS who have travellinl her(' from tlie north ])y way of 
Hombay or i\au,])nr must have nolierd (he Ion;:,, low ll:it-(opp(Hl lulls vvhitdi 
dominate the scenery over the a;reater ])ait of the cotint ry di aim'd hy tlie Naibada 
and Tapti and by the ni)per rcaciies ot (lie (J()da\:ni and Kiishna liveis. d'lie same 
tyi>e of scenery extends into Kathiawar and (hiP-h and lor at h'ast two linndied 
mdes noi'tli of the Naibada. (hossiiiL’ tin' Westi'in < liuits lio'’’ Ihnnhay to I’oona 
tln^ lailway (limbs up thi'ofieh tioiio's cait tlnonedi a senes of tenacts ai diflriamt 
lcv<'ls, like the remnants ot a eieanlic staircase. These teriaccs aie the exposed 
surfaces of successive slieets of lava which weie ponri'd out, at int('ival, dmvej, a 
period that must have extended throipeh many thonsands (d y(>ais, and whndi on 
the west coast were piled up to a thickness ol six to ten thousand feet, 

l)Er(:AN jirFoiiE EiiPi'i ivit Teh top 

With the fraypnentary data at hand let ns try to pif tnre (he L',('oyra]hy of the 
Doc(*an dnrin;; the th-etaceons epoch wlm-h i)ieceded this eia nf tiic and devastation, 
d'lie sontli-easi coast is Hooded hy a sliallnw sea, leeinim’ with life, from 

d’n(diino))oly as far as romlndieny. Tin' same sea stietdics north-i'asi wai ds into 

what is now the piovinee of Assam, for similar tyja's of fossil shells hav(' lieen 

loiind ill the two rt'cions. Near I'taiur we nuiv ]>i-k up fossil t,)nil)er, liddled with 

holes made by extinct tyi)es oi aoodboi im; mollnses. 'i'he slu lls ot the creatures 
still lie in their biiiiows, petiil’n'd aithin the wood: (he loys must, have diitted 
down an ('asl-tlowinc river into an esinaiy or layoon a hundicd and lifty luih'S 
south ol xMadias. 

The iioi tlieni sea has also overtlowed the land, in tlic i on ion of the lower 
Nariiada, l>ut the fauna here is very diH\-ient., because the b<»r:iv'r of the plateau 
cuts it jjV 1 roin the scuitheiii sea. d’he iioi’lherji fauna is niori' allied to the 
Eui(.)peau — in fact the same ovoaii stielches on one side into Europe and on tlic 
other as far as d'lhet, and Oniiia. 

lint of our westc'in ('oust at this period tlu're is no e\'idencc: ('ilher India has 
not y(;t split away trom Atiiea; or what seems more likely, it has hioncht away 
with It a hii-ce tract of land which lies to the w<;st lly the sinkmc of tins tract 
the between India and Atrica will widen out into the Arahian Si'.a, isolating; 

oiir t,iiaiE’-,ular island of the Deccan which, like a tti-antic ralt that has been eut 
iidiifl,, will eontinne on its Iona, journey to tlic iiorth-t'ast. 

Amongst tlie denizens ot the land, dinosanis ahonnd in the forests of tlie 

t'enlral rrovinces. iMany of them hclonc to types ]»ocidiar to India but, straipai'ly 
inoipah, they lia\e tlieir ncari'st r('hiti\es ainonc (hi! dinosaurs of 'Madacascar 
and i^outh America: there must still he some land eoiinection left, that alloweil these 
rei)tiles to intermix rate, lint tlu'y are rapidly ninnin.!; out. tlaar race, d'he last of 

tlie Indian dinosaurs lie buried in tlic Laineta beds near Jabalpur and at the villay.c 

ot ihsdura near Waiora, to the south-east of Wiirdha. 

Dawn of Tertiary Era 

AVe arc now^ approaebinc; the end of the Mesozoic era. The old southern 

coiiLincnt is breakinc' up. 'I'lie cnlfs widen, d’he same sea that waslu's the noitlu'in 
shores of the Deccan receives the livers that drain jiarts of E-ypt, J'dance, Ih'lcinni 
and Encland. It also laps the shores of lAlexico in the far west. In (lie far east, 
it sweeps southwards, jiast Borneo. This is the eqnatoiial oet'an of the time, tlie 
birth place ol the ^reat mountain rani;es of the vioild in the era that is to conic. 

It is over such a scene as this that the 'rertiary era dawms, with the lurid 
licht of volcanic onthursts. d'here arc indeed no volcanoes in the familiar, Vesuvian 
sense. The lava wells up quietly thron|;h lissuros in the earth. But tlicse fissures 
are hundreds of yards wide and stretch for miles across tlie country, with ciooked 
cracks brandling off to right and left, all brimming with the fiery liquid. In the 
Rajpipla hills near Broach, in Cutcdi, Kathiawar ami other parts of Western India 
some of these old lissmes can still be recognised, with the lava Bolidificd inside 
them ill the form of walls or dykes. 
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Tlio lavas, Ixaiii;’ rich in iron, are of a Hpevinlly fliiul kind that takes 

Iona: to st't. 'i'liry ilow almost like water, lilliii.a, ii}' liollows in the land and 
spreadina ia|Gl!\ in horizontal sheets, eoverina, mites of eonnlry before they harden 
into t!u! basalt or “lia,)” lock that, is tamiliar to ns. In its devastat.ma; inareli the 
‘Miery 'lebe.tO bak'-s up llie soil and eonsunies all sulfate vey^eiation. 'J’he \’ery 


caiili IS on li!(‘. 

Tools ami tarns beein to sei^the as t,he lava Hows over them. Here and there 
a sti'eam is dainiiu'd .rp and col!,-els its waU'rs in a Kmiporaiy hake till it finds or 
m;do‘s a new eli.uiiK I, or the lake ilsolf is eovt'i'eil up liy another eruption. Tlie 
bi ei'r ii\^!S, not ho ee.sily blocked, manaio' to ke<'p tluar old <()uise, ai-adiially 
(Minna t!i-'i!' way ihion.Ti any lawi flows that mi,a,!il. co-oss iluhr juilli. Jhil, th(3 erup¬ 
tions eontiiiue 1: oin inne to time, and from pta a* to ]>laee o’, ('r an enormous iiri'a, 
oiieindly pe'/h.ips imil a nbilion sipiaie mi!''^-' 1 loni Ivaj.ihmundry to ( aitidi and from 
neai l)ii:i:v,a: almost ar. i:n as.Jl'.U'm!, pioo! s!ee''t uj-on shee' ol molOMi I’o.-k and load- 
ina tin' old lonude.'ions nudei e. j'laO'.iu tlions-aiids ol U'ct thi^ k. hwen alter the eonti- 

noons ei o^'ion ol nidlions ol v.mis the i'e-iMii iraos still eo\er an a t ea of dnn^i K )' ) srpiare 

miles, and ymi e.m lnr\.‘l all the we.y Irmii Naapiir to Tombay, a disl-anee ol live 
Imndred miles, wiiomt c\cy sl<'ppiiM oil'the v(d--aiiie lar-ks, 'i'heir abimpt ending 
alony the ue.n u;e:e lir-y aie lliielo'sl and form the yi<*at seaip of the 

WhsO'! o <1 e ]e,!\ e- iis n ) real jm'asiiie ot tiieir original exiansion into tlie tract 
ol land th'i: ..m:ide:ed into the Aiabi.m Tea. 

ll is di.ie'idt to te'l wlu're, in liie ('leu mous area of l.tie ])e'‘ean traps, this igneous 
aeiuity Jiist be ao. hTa' tia s of (he Na :pm -Ghhindr.ara lejion weie eertaiidy 
jHioiir th.e ("u!i‘, 1 to in* jioan'd ont am! S'( far as we know at ]'r(‘s''nt, the idpln'st 

(,1 ih(> s";\is IS p) i)c-.(‘ca on ;'ia!a'oai Hill and at. W'oHi in Ikanibay. It, apjieais 
the vuk-i:.iei;y b a cm n (he easn;Mi pa'Is ot the I'e'Cean and anidiudly spread to 
the west. 

'i'lm hna fl eas \aiy in thickiu'ss freen a ie.v feel l.o .is miie’i as a hiindied. 

As one How o'.-ed.i,"^ an ahei. il, so.ds up ll»-' old tissure.s. ami any hder ei options 

luwe to ions' da"!! ^■v e.y up (lironjh the eiitir’.' pile, ddieis' is a tremendous oofhiii'st. 
A liawh eia i; has beasi lent open, or an old one has siilit wider. 'The yawniiie, 
mouth oi ile’l loais with Ihnmh'r, ami hiiils liie and smoke and ashes miles uj) 
into Tu' skv, as ii s ai'niie enrsc.s on Heaven i'sHL 

'idle asn eome,-i d)\\n aiaiii, raiiumj, upon the lava still hot round the fissures, 
IKM-liins aindii; a ra.m'il iicio and (lieie; or it, extemls tlie dcsolale waste; hy linry- 
ine und.cr Us wel'dd, any i’res’.i ve.ielaiion farther atield. In'ds ol xol.-aiiie ash 
abooml in maiiN j'a.is ol Wesiein India, sne.aally Kjund Toona and diahabaleshwar. 
Tliere must he an (nupiivt' <-entre in tlie vieinity. 

It i\ lake OI river liao’pmis to he near hy, the ash settles down on the water, 
forminu, a sort of vole.mm sediment in which the eieatures livjiiy, there find a 

' ' j’lP^ it is an imniortid |j,i'ave. For, l.lironeli a process that is still lar^^'ly a 
mvsleiy to us, I'ac bodies ol these ])lantH and animals become imjiensha'bly 
prcseivcd. Ta:'i'l<' foi paiticle. cell for cell, the plant tissues are lephiced by 
silica deriveil fiom tin' ash, or from a lava How tiial- may have overwludmed tlio 
lake'; and in the end vre are leit with an exa<-t rci>lica of the oriaiiud in Juird, 

indestriietible hiliea. 

d'his is not a imme cast or an impression of the external'features of the ])lant, 
hut a jx'tii'a 'tion in the slTmt sense, wdiich you may cut into thin sections and of 
which \ou may cxamim' under the microscope the minutest details of the anatomy, 
d'he preservation oi tlm tissues is s )m('times so ]>erfec,t and the rescmiilancc with 
the tissues of modein plains is so e,omplete. t.hat while engrossed in their investi- 
ojilioii in the hihoratory we are a]>t to foreet that we are dealing; with forms of 
plant life that existed iifiy or sixty million jears aao. 

Taitly with the heal ol the lava, hut largely tJiroiieh tlic action of pcreohitin^ 
mimnals, tlie entile hed of the lake becomes hardened into a ro(dv (hat rinas under 
the hcamnier like a piece of steel. Idmiiedded in the mud and stilt are also the 
remains of many land plants, or t.iie hones of animals livina on the banks, that may 
hav(r been can led down hy a stu'am. dduis we may have a whole ilora and fauna 
sealed up in a lied of voleaine ash, or in hike and river deposits iiiLcrbedded bc- 
tsveen sheets of lava. 

rrof. Sahni then doBcribed in brief tlie life in the Deccan Trap period and 
the results of study by at^viloaistB of the fossil flora of the North-eastern part of the 
Deccan trap country. 
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A(iio OF THE Deccan Lavas 

For deciding,' Uic quoRlion of the of Uie Dccc,Hn Fjof. Sahiii wont 

on to say, it. is i)ei}ni[is nniorlunatc thal. so ninny of the plants are new to si-ionce 
an<l conlined to this conntiy; hut of course, they have nn interest of their own. 
h\)r iJn; rest, you will have noticed tliat from what we know r" the i;eoloyical 
history of the Htoiunvorts, tlie funjri, the waterlerns and ])articularly of the i)aliTiH, 
which foimicd su -h a vast })ro])()rtioM ot tlie llota, everything, seems to point to a 
d'ertiary a^e. What is more, the lishes and the erustaceans, too, seem to fall into 
line with tlie idaiCs. 

Clonelmlin;;, Trof. Sahni said: Thus the chances are that tlie nhole of this 
im])Osini; thickness of thousands of feih. ol iam'ons rock was ]>oiired out within the 
relatively short interval of the Lofime ])enod. iluite piohahly this liniihle drania 
of liie and thniulcr was only a liric.f episode of tlie vciy eailicst j'crt of llic, lOocene. 
The thi-kncBS of a stratum is hy itself no measure of time l'\)r after all it would 
not lake loipy for a lava (low a hundred feet thuk to he poiiicd out like a Hood 
from a (issurc vah-ano, oic'c it came to husincss. It is the dcpohition ot the le- 
latively thin SfMlummtai-y heds tlurina the quiet inlervals that must, have taken 
up most ol till' time of the Deccan trap ]teriod. 

The comdusion that the Dec'-an tians were pounal out at tlie dawn of the 
'Fertiary era and not at. the ( lose ol t.lie INIcsozoic. hiin^rs tliem info line with other 
vast- oiitpoui inus ot I'Wame lavas: t'or exainjde, those that now covi'r at h'ast 
20C,i)tK) square, mih's of ttie north-western F'nilcd Slati's and t.lu' c(iually widespread 
lavan of l.lie old Thuh'an contim'nt (hat oiu-e united tlie AVcstei n i^les of 1-^colland 
with Iceland, (Iri'cnland and other Artde lauds. 

Before 1 close 1 ourht. to say that this idea of (he Tertiary a<je of the Deccan 
tra]iB is hy no means a new one. Indeed, it is over a Iiuudi'cd yeai's old, lor it 
was first put forwaid, so lar as I know, by Waleolmson in lS!7; and it was le- 
])eatedly expressed hy llislo[) and otliers in the middle of last e(nl'ii^. In later 
years t tie (piestion has hisui discussed and redisciissed hv so many, and fimm so 
inany ditlereiit auides, ttiat we eould hardly see l.he wood foi- tlie trees. But the 
]noucers were li.u'nt, as iluy so otteii are. 'Fliey woiked with a eleaii state and, as 
wc all know, a ei(“au slate is a very ustdul thine. 

But the pioneer f;e()h)-ists were riyht also for another reason. ''Fhcy did not 
despise the mute hut ehupient, testimony ol tlie ])lants that sntlered the liery ordeals 
of the I'awn of the 'Feriiary m a. For, as tin' (iist (lashes fiom tlie fissiiie volcanoes 
flared up on the eastern ho:l//m, the stalwart l*alm said to the little A:(>lla ; 
ddds lurid Ipuht is not a sunset ;j.,lovv - 
It. IS the herald of a morn. 

And (he fact is that this was the dawn of a ne\y era : for, look at the num])er 
of Eocene ;;enei'a of plants and animals that survive to this day. 

We h ivci now seen the c.ont.rast. between tlie rt'd nart of l.he map and the 
{jreen. Betwiam tlie two lies a vista of time stretchiii” luiek tlironyli wejlni;.;li two 
thousand millions (T years. Ihit man, a recent, crc'afnn' of the earth, has united 
them in one ]ioem of duty t(> his Breator : if the foundation I'ocks of t.Jie south 
have f;iven us I\lii,!iahali[)uram and the l^ovcn BaiJ'.odas, tlie Deccan trai)S have j^iven 
U8 Ajaiita and Fdloiu. 


The National Institute of Sciences 

Fifth Annual Mtiotin;j—Madras—2ntl. January 1940 
d iiE I’liESiPENTi aij Address 

The Fifth Annual Deneral Meetinj;- of the National Institute of i^eicuecs of 
India was hehl on the 2!ul January 1940 in the North-Eastern Lecture Jiall of the 
Medical Dolle^c, lAladras. Brevet-Colonel R. N, Chopra, I’resideiit, was in the 
(diair. After the admission of h'ellows to the Institute under the rules {governinj; 
such admission, BroE. ti. F, Agharlcur, Secretary, presented the annual report 
and it was adopted. 

The reiiort showed that at the end of the year there were IG.3 Ordinary 
Fellows and 21 Honorary Fellows. Col. fSir Arthur Olver was appointed to 
represent the National Institute at the Seventh International Congress of 

53 
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Oenotir-B to be held at Edinburgh. A. M. Heron, Prof. Jh Sahni and Mr. 
1). N. ^Va<lia were appointed dele.eiates to the lyth International Gcoloi^ieal 
Con^rcBB to be held in London in ItMU, 

The Frcsuh'uf ilu'ii dolivcriiil /n’.s* address. 

In the e.onrse of liis address Bt-Col. Chopra reviewed the work of the Institute 
dnrini; the past year. As a result of a Byni])OHinm on “Coal in India” orpanised by 
Dr. 0. S. Fox, at the last penr-ral mc’ieline;, he said, a resolution ur'^in^ the necessity 
for the formation of a t'uel llesearch lloard in India was passed and lie hojied 
tliat the ({overnm’ait would take practical steiis for the formation of a Ikiard and 
tlie i)rotection of the liipiily important coal industry of the country. A 
comniiitee was ap]>ointed duiine; the Y(‘ar to consider the roidies reeeived in 
connection with tin; questionuairi* on S ience and its so'-ial I’clations- a work 
wluch the Institute h ul undertaken to d) on behali of tlio (Tovernment of India. 

C<)ntinuine. IP -(to!. CMiojua pointed out that, tin; prants pivtui by tlie 
Covernmeut. of India and t.lie vaiions Universities were not sudicient lor tlie 
woik which the institute liad to carry out. Unfort.unalidy, it liad not been 

])ossil)le to }.'('t any plants Irom any of the I'rovincial (iovernments so far 
and he wo.i! 1 a.oiin appeal P) all of lliem for peiierous linan.*ial supi»ort. 

d he lu'^tiiute as lonudcd to fill an nuK'nt. ne< d, kemily fmt liy Hcicmtitic 

workeis all o\'cr India, for a body Avhicli could eo-oi'dinati; the woi k of 

vai'ious S( ii'iililic s )cicties institiiiioiis and (io\ernmeut s.-ienlilic depart.nients 
and S('io'ic('s t.iim.iphout the r{»iiiiiry. Since its foand.i!ion in IP. Id, the Coiin.ul 
of the liuUituti' had left, no stone initiirned to iuithei this ])i’o.;ram me. India, 
fortnnately was n 'hly einl.ovi'-d hy nature \\ilh all that any eountry eoiihl 
])()Shihly need. While primarily an ae rnnilt ural country, wiiii extensive apri- 
eullural and ivc. i st. imeis^ it also had v»n y rieh ies )ur'‘es ot vai ious minerals 
on whieli (Upended tlu' liijhiy imhistiiahsed life of the present day. Its 
resonrei's in tiie way of coal and water ]>ower wcu; also very oxlensi\e. 
dliese lesonrces, ac lienltural, niinei'al and ]>o\v(;r, had not liceii (h'vcioped lor 
want of a systimuPm pole-y of imhistaialisation and naturally India stood very 
low in the list of iiulusii iaiised eonnliies ol the world. 

Iv'p i'Mil'll hhvi'iLrrips 1 n\])p<2Pate 

Aft.(;r refei'rinp to the ell'cct of tlie present war on India, IP..-Col. Chopra 
nrped the neressi‘y ior the ]U’opi'r plannijip and orpanisation of scientilic 
research in India, lie also icviewctl the ]>rociess ol yeneiai and scientilic 
cdiicuiion in the eomilpy and in ]>ai'ieiihir lefein'd to the leseareli taeilit.ies 
]U'()vided in lecent, yi'ars liy poveriimenlal and otlier apencies. With all tiiese, 
he said the iacihiies lor teachinp and reseaieli in various scitaues were still 
very limitc(l aiul it was tmuadiue a matter ol leal ]>i‘ide that iu spile of 
these haiuliea’ps Indian s'lideiits of S'‘ienee had duiiue, the shoi t ] enod vif a 
little ov('i- a (puirter of a <-eiitury jiistitievl their eai>a<*i(y for oiipiual investi- 
pation. In the words of liOid lluiheitoul, they oupht to .liter oii the third 
l)hasc, iianuly, si ieiiti(i(* r(‘scareli sliould now' be aj)jdied foi' solvirip the 
iudustiial ]Uo')>l('ms of the (‘Oiiiitry. 

lit.-Col. Chopra n<cxt pave a hriid Bummary of how the IPitish Covern- 
meut luul eoutrihiiled to the promotion and orpanisation of industrial and 
aprie.iill inal Mm arch nflm the last war in IPitain, and said that very import¬ 
ant national orpanisations had been hiiilt up for tUe invcstipatioii and 

apjdit ation of s -imicc to various ]>roh!ems connected wit.li the daily life 

of tin* people and tlie nation’s iuduBlry as a wliole. TjOhI Itiither- 

Jord had, iu Ids address last year, ]H)iuted out that in a larpe country like 
Ijulia, wiierc the resources and needs of the dillerent Vrovinces were very 
varieil, it was ('ssmitial for etheieney that the orpanisation of research should 
he on national rather than on i>roviiicial lines. Jlis jilea was for tlic 

lonndation of a Naiional lli'.scanh (hmncil in India on the lines of the liody 
which ever since its eonstitiiiion liad lieen rendciinp such useful servh’c in 
Gicat. IPitain. Inilnslry had riphlly been styled as the basis of national 

]n'OBiieiity and it was therefore necessary that every resource should ho used to 

i'aeilitaic its propress. In this connection, research was of the utmost importaneo 
and he ex]n-essed the ho]>c that v. ork of the National rianninp Committee wonhl 
lirove valuable in layinp down the linos for the future develo])mcnt of the country. 
Aoency for Co ordinatjon 

Givinp the outlines of a scheme for dovelojiinp an orpanization in India 
to plan and co-ordinate research so as to avoid wastage both of talent and 
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fundR, preclude duplication, employ the available scientific personnel to the 
best advantage, and, filially, to arranji;c for the trainiujj; of a much lar{j,cr 
number of rcKcarch personnel to sui»ply the needs of the (leveloi»iui; industry, 
Bt.-Ool. Clu)j>ra said : 

“Starting' from the top, T consider it abs tlatdy essential tlint there should 
be a separate department of the tVntral (Jovernment corr»'S|)ondtnc: to llie 
Dcjiartment of Industnal and Sfiontific Rescaich in (Ircat JhJain. It shoidd 
bo Htatlcd liy s.-ientisis ^vith administiative e.\i>ci ience and not iiy civilian 
administrators. The Department sliould luivo an Aihisory Coumu!, th.c National 
Research (’onncil, constituted on the lines ol tlie Reseiuch Donnells ot oilier 
countries for ])lanninc: and co-oidinatinp- resear'-b, to promote and di'velo}) not 
only scientific but industrial roseaifli in the i-ountry, and finally for devising’ 
ways and means to make India indei>endent, so far as possible, of foiciyii 
imports by a w('ll-])lanned survey and development of its e'ononiic resources. 
It is only then that it would be ])OssibIe for this country to assume its 
ripht ])la<-e amon<j; the industrially developed i-oiiidiies of tlie woild. W ith a 
view to liarnessiny; Science in the service of Industiy, tiu' t'loposed Itci ait- 
meut tuid its Advisory Ooiincil will also have to exploie wa\s and means lor 
extendimr the existiui;' nuK-liitieiy of ssueutitlc ediicaiion in (he ('ountiy, from 
the school to tl:e univeisily stape, develop applied smciitiiic training and 
rescarcli, and finally to sec that it'scarcli, whethm in ]Uirc or applii'd sciemes, 
is undertaken wiLli a detiuite end in view ajid not oidy as a means for self- 
glorification,” 

India an Empoiuiim of i)nLfc.'s 

Dealing next with his woik in connection witli the medicinal and toxic 
properties of the dificient ]dants in India, Rt.-Dol. Choi'ia said tJint this Avork 
should intciest, (hem fiom the scnmlifie and economic point of vu'w. Einther, the 
significance of the larye immhcrs and aa ide ]MeAalcnce of plants toxic to man, 
livestock and insects liad not so tar been fully api)reciated in this couiitiy and vast 
as file A’cgi'tablc rcsoiiu'cs of tins country Avcic, they avcic not Ixang [uopcrly 
cx|»loifed to the best advantage of (he I'cojde. Af(<'r a giaieral surv<‘y of the 
climatic condition of India, the general li'atures of Indian a (’gelation and the 
relalionshij) of Indian lloia to oilier lloias, Rt.-f^d. Cliopra said tliat. tliere avcic 
more than TOO important fodder jJanls ineluding about itk) sia’iics of valuable 
fodd(‘r grass Moie than ‘J,t)D() j bints, out ol a total of about 11, (Kid species icmnd 
ill India, Averc stated to have medii-iual ])ro'perlics ol some desci ijitiou or other and 
Avere enumerated in the liteialiire of iiultgeiious mediWme. Neaily tinefjfoin ths of 
llic drugs nuntioned in tlie Pritis'u and other Pharmaeojricias grew in a state of 
nature and otheis could be easily giown. Indet’d, tliis coiintiy Ava.s a veiitalile 
cmjtoriiim of drugs. If these lesoiirces (’ould be utilised and the finislu’d i>roducls 
manufactuied. iK'atment of many diseases eould bo brought Avitlun the iiK-ans of the 
Indian masses Avbos(i economic condition Avas uiifoi tunately of a veiy low order, 

D()lle(‘tors of nu'dicinal drugs growing in a stale ol nutine, and tJie i)reseiit and 
prospective eiiltivalors, Rt,-C'ol. Dliopra eontinneil, should bear in miml eertaiu 
factors to be considered in order to obtain tlie Hfaiiiiard juoduct. 'J'hcre Avas a g(rod 
deal of variation in the actiAC piiucii'les in the dificient parts of a plant and in 
difforeut seasons in tlu' same ]»art of the idaiit. Even the same ]>ail, and at (lie same 
time of the year sbowetl remarkalde vaiiations in the contents of its active 
])rim‘iples. Me had often (observed in the eourso of bis work that plants collected 
at, the proper time, Avlien tlie active ])iinciplcs had reached malaiiiiy and avcic at 
the'ir maximum, gave very ellective results while the same plants Avhen collected 
under other comblioiis were utteily iiselcss. Conditions for the eolleetion of dings 
in the case of jilaiits under cultivation Avere more faAoiirable ami strict control 
over various factois could be exercised Avith greater ease than Avas the case with 
plants growing in a state of nature. 

“Intimately eonueeted with the study of medicinal plants,” eoiitiiiued lU.-Col. 
Chopra, “is the problem of poisonous plants, but till recently little attention has 
been paid to this study in this couutiy. They contain chemical constituents Avhich, 
if introduced into the body of an animal in relatively small quantities, act deleteri- 
ously and may cause serious impairment of bodily fniicMons or even deatli. They 
injure the basic live principle, tlie protoplasm, of the cells of Avliich the animiil 
body is built up. d'hey aio ordinarily ealleil poisonous plants, and ai»art from the 
utilization of their ])otcnt {>r()perties in the ti'catment of diseases to alleviate the 
Bulieriiiga of man and animals, there appears to be no doubt that they arc a source 
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of great menace in India through noisoning of livestock. It is a matter of regret 
that iin BjKtematic attempt lias been made in India so far to investigate these 
])lants on scieidific lines with a view to devising means \vherei)y this menace could 
be controlled, 

‘AVith a \ie\v to combating this menace, and as a natural corollary to the 
study of medicinal ]danls, the study of poisonous plants of India has been 

und(M-laken at tln^ School of Troj)iral Medicine during recent years. This work 
lias })iought out some outstanding features of the ])ioblcm which liad not been 
hithej-to ai'i>r{!cialed in India. About 700 poisonous S})ecieH belonging to over t)0 
families oi flowering ]>lants are known. In the case of tlic majority of ])hints, 

])oisoiious properties arc only suspected hut have not been snhstaiitiateil by eliemical 

analyses and ])liarmacological ext'criuientatioii. d his is now being done. A 
thorough and eomprehensive study of all those plants, liowever, would mean 
sustained work for many years and perhaps for seveial generations. Another 

aspect of these ])lauls whicii will rei)ay stmly concerns those which have insectieidal 
and insect rcpidlcnt, ])ropertics. Losst's iidli<-tcd upon Imlia by insects are enormous 
and at a inodcM'aic estimate a;e calculated at million riipi'cs annually and 

over a million and a Jndf of Jniman lives, d’he finding of cheap insecticides for 
tlic diverse m'eds of ngricaltuic, destruction of Imusi'hold pests, ])re\ention of 
V(‘ctors of such (lisi'ases as malaria and many oMieis home by insects, commensurate 
with the limited means of grcMt, masses in India are importiint ])ro!)lemR to wdiieh 
little attenti(jn has bi'Cii i»aid till recently. Vegidalile inse<‘licidi'S are ])referal)le 
to mineral ones, as tlu'se are less (hdeteiioiis to man and otlu'r wuinii-hlooded 
animals geneially, and as tliey are also less liarmfnl Irom tlu' ]*oint oi view of 
agriculture,. Lists of the ]iossible inse.cticidal and insect n'pclh'ut ])lant,H growing- 
in India, and of reimicd lisli ])oisons some of whicli may also act as insecticides 
have been I'rt'i'ared.” 

I’roceeding, lU.-Lol. Chopra said: 

‘d>ne of the ehu'f (liflieulties in eonnectiou with our wmrk ou medicinal and 
])oisouous plants has laan the proper idcntilicatinii of the malmial to be investigated. 
'Idle (lesci ijitions of plants given in the literature ou indigenous nu'diciiu^ are 
meagre and vague and this has n-siilted in considf'iahle eonfusion. 1 descriptions 
aloiu' are not id ways sullicicut. for settling disputed (ineslions and nvourse to actual 
specimens is oftim absoluti'ly neeessary. ^Vlth a vn u' to eomhating this slate 
of nflaiis it, was considcied desirable to collect autlu'iitic specimens of all the 
]>lants with alUvo'd medicinal or toxic ])ro))erlies ami after ])r()per ideiilification 
pi('ser\(; them for the luirpose of comjiaiisoii. d'his work has progri'ssed and it 
liMs heeu possilih* to collect b,i)0(j specimen sheids ol about, l.tVK; specit's. About 
b'Jii species have yet to he obtained to complete the lullection of all the known 
medicinal and i)Oisonous plains growing in India. 

Classification of Plan rs 

‘AVitli tbe advance of knowledge of the eheniistry and ]iharmacology of 
])lanls, it apjMMrs t,o he eerlain that some correlation exists betwcmi tlie botanical 
classi fica! i;)n of plants, their cliemical constitution and pli vsioloc ical propi'rties, 
am! one is fr('(pienl,jy si,ruck witli the remaikahle ies«’ml)iance exhibited by closely 
alluMl plants in tliis n'spivt. An ideal classification of plants would be (he one 
which in addition to satisfying botanical ciiteiia bioadly i)io\ideR an index to the 
nalnie of tlieir ehemica! eonslitnenfs and pliysiologu-al ftroi)crlies. With our 
existing knowlcdgi' tliis is not })ossil)]e. "J'he ver} fact tJiat some of the families 
and gi'iiera, as at pr<*s<Mit undeistood, are (piite homogeneous in this respect, 
lio\ve\'cr, lellects a ray of hoi)e that, after all the ju’ohh'm is not so diflienlt as it 
appeals at first sight. I <lo iiopi; that botanists, chi'inisls and ])}iarmacologists 
will collaborate in evolving a natural system of elassilication based on their 
combimnl efforts.” 

After citing a few cxamjdcs of some families and genera to show' tbe marked 
resemblauces between their botanical, eliemical ami pharma<‘ological aspects, 
l)t.-(\)l. Chopra said that the brief revkwv of the relatioiisliip whieli seems to 
exist between tlic botanical ehissitieation and the eliemical ami pliysiologieal 
eharaeleristies of medicinal and ]H)isoiious ])lants should prove suflicicnt to show 
that in many of the families and genera these c-haractmislics show a marked 
d(!gree of correlation. Hi; lioped tliat fiirtlicr w-ork would prodiiee increasing 
evidimee of this relalionsliip. The botanical ebaraelcrs, chemical const,itiicnts 
and properties exhiiiited liy plants were all tlie results of organic evolution and 
a natural elassilication must embrace all these three asiicets. There was, however, 
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an element of diftlurbnnce in the ease of planta. Climate, acaaona, soil, cultivation, 
etc., had profoundly affecteil their chemical comi»oailion and hence their tdiysiolo^iical 
characteriaticH, and it was for thin reason also that closely related }dants ditlcied 
in their pharmacolo[.'i(‘al ]>roi)crtie8. 

‘^Collal)oration between botanists, chemists, idiarniaeolo^ists and nericnlturists 
in work of the type indi<‘ated in a country such as Tmb'a,” ]>t.-LV)1. Chopra 
com^luded, “is preL;nant with possibilities ^Ahic]l should not only bo ( . very f;rcat 
scientific and academic interest, but also prove of ^leat practical imi)ortancc to 
the country from the economic point of view.” 


The Indian Political Science Conference 

Second Ses.sion—Lahore —2iid. January ltt40 
Goveunou’s OrENiNU} Address 

The second sossioii of the Indian rt)litical Science Conference was lield at 
Taihore on the 2nd. .laniiary 1940 under the presidem'V of 1 )r. I'roNtntlio Na/Ii 
Baneriea. Inau;;uratin{j; the session, H. E. Sir Henry Craik, tlie Governor of the 
riinja' said :— 

‘‘f shonld lik(' to ask yon wliat ])arallel yon c,an find in ])ast history to the 
position wliich 1 Jiold to-day of a 1‘rovincial (iovernor nndej' the new constitution.” 

Jlis J']x(^cllcncy saitl, ‘ d’in* only jtaralhd which I can find is drawoi not from 
the field of liolilics, hnt of diama. For the l'io\incial (Jovernor seems to me to 
resemble very closely that familiar licnrc of (ina'k tia^cdy, the heuy. e.r iiKiehiiKi — 
the Rod who, wlien the dramatist had allowed his characlc!s to themselves into 
an inextricable tan;;Ie Irom which nn human aecney conld devise an issue, appeared 
suddenly on the sta^c with a tlash <4 li';htninc ami a claj) of thiimlci' and with a 
few ]H'rcm]>t()iy commands hroipcht older out of tin; cJiaos in wliicli the i>lcjt had 
become invohed. Similar, I fancy, is the lole for which Frovincial (h)\ci nors w’ere 
cast by the antliois of the new C/onstiiulion, though forlnnately in tliis ]»rovinee T 
have mfi. yet been calh'd upon to assume it, and 1 sincerely hope I nevi'r shall be.” 

ilis Excellency rcunimlcd the amlicnci' that those w'ho, in modem limes, liave 
been acclaimed by \arions wnleis as tin; neaiest approach to Plato’s i)liii()Spher 
kin;AS a'e fitst, the pri'senl inleis of So\ ict Lnssia ami se omlly, ‘’the members of 
my own servi-e. I leave it to jou to imE’C which arc tlic worse and wldcli have 
eohtiibnlcd most to human bappiiu'ss or iinhaj>] iness. Ifiit 1 am snie yon would 
not wish to be in citln'r comi'aiiy”. 

tdontinnin^i,, Sir Henry said, “''riiouiih we do not wish to see the devoti'es of 
political scii'iicc invcsliHl witii sn]>rcnic ])olitical i-owi'r and anthoiity, wo equally 
(](» not wdsh to sec yon withdiaw from llic world into a rcmolc jdiilosophic seclusion 
and vvashin}; }onr hands of practical allairs. devote yomselves (’iitircly to pure 
theory.” He cfinclndcd, “1 hope I am not wion/j, in tliinkuiR (hat (lie very fact, tliat 
in the last iwo years you liavc started these animal political sciiMici' confcn'iices is 
itself proof tlial yon have dcsi'aiicd of the i)ractical woild r)t the Dolilician and still' 
retain the desire to iliscovcr and piajpa^ate the riehl. ideas for its hetterment.” 

The rUEsIDEN TIAE A DDR ESS 

In the course of his ]>residcntial addiess, Dr. Proniotfin Nath Bancrjea said : 

One of th(^ olqccis w'ith w’hi<-h the Indian Political Science Association was 

started last year was to brine, toyetlu'r students of ])olitical science and ])ersons 

ciiRaRcd in the active iiursuit of ]M)litic*s. Onr Association seeks to liriilj^e tlie ^iilf 
between ])oIiticians and political theorists. Pnil. the application of this pi’ineiple of 
hrid^in^ };iilfs may be extended to other spheres of thought and action. In India, 
tlie divcr<;ences arc so many and so Rreat that it may ]>erhapH be found nscfnl to 
consider to what extent tliis ])rineiple may he a]q»lied to the existing- i)olitiea] 

situation of the eonniry. Therefore, 1 lake this toific as the subject of niy brief 

discourse at this Conference. 

FuNcrroNS! of Government and Parties 

Cominjj; to purely political issues we find that difTerenees of opinion exist in 
India as in other countries in regard to the functions of government, though these 
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are of Icbr vital importance here than elsewliere. 1'lic idea of an alLemhracing, 
all-|)('rvailiti^ J^tato has never found favour in this country. Cn th(! otlier baud, 
the view that tlic functions of ^-overnmenl should ho restiicted only to tho mainten¬ 
ance (d external seeinity and internal oi'der is eonsidcicd to he extremely inadequate. 
The State will ha\e to I'lay aveiy im))orlant ])art in the de^’eioi)ment of the ]'oliii- 
eal, economic, and social life of the peo])h', i)ut it will lie dcsnablc for it to adoi)t 
a ])()]icy of non-inteiNenlion in repaid to (pu'Stions like relipion, eiilture, and 
lai.qoiapc. Such a ])ohcy is liktdy to ]>ronu)l.e liaimony and goodwill amonp the 
diderent, sections of the popuhoion. While the State siiouUl he the supreme orpani- 
sation, tile autonomy of institutions created for S]»ecial ^aujioses ouyht not to bo 
interfered with. 

Indian opinion is almost nnanimons in respect cd the desiralility of 
estahlisliinp responsihle poiernment at the Ckaitrc as avc 11 as in the ])r()\inccs. 
The maniH'i' in which the Coneicss ]\linislers le-o’e winked the limited measure of 
resjtonsihilily in the ]>iovi!i'‘ial field dnriue tlie last t\so years and a lialf afibiils 
ample )ioi»e for its future sik'^tss. Put theri* is considfualih' didcieiice ol opinion 
as to tile, comi osition (’f Ihe (\dunel. A comi osile Cahine! is lu lptiil to the piowtli 
of Bnlidarily amony tl.t' difh icnt sections of tlic } c(.ple. It must lie admitted, 
bowe'.U'r. Dial it is diilicnlt to form a coalition licliiccn repi f sen lat !\cn ol ])aiiics 
wliich ditici widely and fundamentally not only in outlook hnt. also in rcs]»('ct. of 
of the coal. P*ut no prent haim is hki'ly to ensure if fuilhi'i' i" peiinu iits aie made 
in formiiip coalition (.'aliinets in t.lie provinces, h’his linnps me to the discussion 
of tlie existing i>arty systimi in India Some of Ih.c ]'aitii's aie foundi'd on ])()liti(*al 
]>rinci])les, while othm-s aie based on ra<‘iiil, eommuimi, or class eonsiderations. The 
C'onpresH does not repres»’nt the interests of any class or comnninity luit. rejnesents 
the political as])irations of llie Indian nation. In that sense it is a national, and 
not a sectional, institution, d’he siluati-ui in icsja'd of j ailics in India is a very 
eoinph'X one, hut it is not moie comph'x than tlie I'arly situation in most eountrii'S 
of eontinental I'Tiiopi'. 'I'he parly s\sleni is a useful, if not. an indispensahh', ad¬ 
junct of (h'lnocra'-y ; but its dcmeiils ai(‘ as S('rious as i’s meiilh are umloi:hte(l. In 
a country like India, A\heic the multij'le-i>arty system prevails, the demeiits tend 
to outvveipli the mciits. 

El rs'ieni M'K-' AND TiiL Si'JtVD i:s 

The question of la^pii'sentation in the lepislatiires and the lofal bodies is 
a source ol acuti> didcuau-i' in India, d he system which picvails at ]ircscnt is 
not the icpri'scntation of tlu* i’.co]-le hut (lie icpKscutatioii of rives, creeds, 
classes, sexis, and si»c'cial intcie.-ts. In some cases, dideii'nccs have' been 

deliberately tosteied. 'l'ht‘ coiisc(piem-e oi this sAstem of S(m aiate coninuinal 
Kqircsentation has bemi an enoimois piowtii ol dissensions. Sepaialion liaa 
h’d to the demamls for liiither si'paiaiioii, and aiitapoiiism has taken tlie 
]»hice of harmony. 'I'lns F}siem of lepicsentalion, theieloK', must he repaided 
as an e\ih and in the inlm-ests ol tbe unity and ]teace of the count it 

should he i('moved at tlie cailiest itossible moment. Lecruilinent to tlu^ f)iil)Iic 
sc'ivices is a suhjc'ct wliieli lias pi:en lise tc) a preal deal of contiovcrsy. 

Dnforinnalcly, both at the Ccntie and in some of tlie ]iro\inces. certain 

j'oreentapeH have for some time j^ast been fixed for recruitment fiom the 

dillerent eoinmnnit ii's, and in the case of sono' of tlu'se communities only 
the minimum qualifu-aiions ha\(‘ hei'ii demanded of the (^ndidatcs. d’his has 
it'sulled in a eonsiderahle deleiioratiim of administiative el’ieieucy, and it is 
a))prchendcd that, a eontinuauce of this ]ioliey will lie a source ol preater harm 
in future, d'he tiue way of pettiup out of tins dilhcully, liowever, lies in 

iiHordinp luhquate educational facilities to the less advanced communities and 
not in pivinp them untair adianlapcs. 

Comiiip to the qiu'stion of the future eouslitulion of India we riixl that 
diircrcnces of opinion whidi exist as to the poal of India’s political aspira¬ 
tions are not. of a serious kind. It ajipeai.s that time has been tlie most 

essential factor in the evolution of India’s ])o]itirul poal. rolilically-miuded 
India, however, is not in a mood to aecejit Lominion Slat us us a poal to be 
reached in the distant future. If Dominion {Status is prauted imnn^diately, it 
is likely to he aeceiilahle to the countiy. Tlie pulf hctwci'n the poal and the 
immediate objective is not iinbridpeahle, and if the Lrilish (lovernment is 
able to take the liphl, stej) without delay, ('ordial relations of a permanent 
eharaeter may l)e established between India and Britain. ’Lhc existinp system 
of government, with demoeiaey in the prosinces and autocracy at 
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the Centre, is an anomaly, and the sooner it disapi'cars the hotter for all 

concerned. 

3'iik War and India 

The advent of the. Avar in lOiirojar has led to the snR])ension of activities 

eonnect.ed >vilh tlie imumiiralion of tlie Fc^leration in view of tin' ])re-occnpa- 

tion of tlie (Jo\('nniicnt, hnt tlie H'-hcnie has not heini ahjoidon 'd. 44ie war 
has imUied cK'ated a in‘w Hitnali<m Iranaht with innncnsi' pos-ihililiis for 
}jood or evil accoidinii to the manner in which it. may l>e haiidh'd. The 
])resent is the most, <»]>)>Oi I nne moment, for Dniain to rc'av.nise India’s rieht. 
It is not eh'ar wind, special di!li( iilty there can he in aip lyinp the principh's 

of dinnocracy and h( If-di'teiininalion to the (ae;e oi India. 

dhe only sati^ifactoiy macliiinny for setting; all dilfcrences as well as for 
consideiinc the dt'ails of tin* tiilnre constil alion of India is a Constituent 

Assein!)ly. dhis body should h(‘ eonstituled on the basis of ])ioportioiial 

lepi'i'senlat ion, so tint, all minorilies and sperial ini(o-ep|a may he n'presiaited 
on it. d’heie sluadd he no communal i(']'res(Milation, It will he oiu' oL the 

main duties ol tlu‘ C^ms'it lanil, Asscinhly to ]'ro\'ide saftniiaids in the new 

eoiiHl iliit ion for the minoiitus in the shape of fundamental riclits to be 
pcaiantecd h” c.n appeal to tiie Idahial Court or if necessary, to an interna¬ 

tional tiihiinal. 

Tlie Ill-pent need of ihe ho.u' in India is liarmony and poolaill. d'his 

can he srauirid In an cnli 'litencd sense of »*ili/.enslii]> and a unity ot luirpose. 
A\'e must all iJdnk of our eouu'ry fust, aud o! in ei yi liiiip (dsc' afti’rw’ai ds. 
As lor unity, h*t. our uu'tto he : “In tliiius ('t-scnii-d, unity ; in tliiiips iiou- 

('sseiifial, liberty ; in all ihiiii s, <-haiiiyd !i we reinh-r not nu're lip-servie(> to 

this motto hut make it onr mb' ol eondind, in our daily iehiti<>iis with all 
indiMtliials, and rai es, and lannmundies. India’s eherislicd ideals will be lealised 
at no distant date. 


The All I ndia Siuclents’ Federation 

Fifth Sfss'on-—Nenv Delhi 1st. .Tamiary 11)10 
ddii; dVr.ia’oAii-: Address 

About tivi* huiidiK'd dchv.atcs fiom the diilcreid, pioviiiees aud 1,0-00 visitors 
were present at the. tilth annual session of the All-Jinlia iStinhails’ Ihderalion 
(loinention whi'-h eoiu mein-ed, at N\nv Delhi on the 1st. .Tar.wary It,‘40 under the 
piesidmUshi]) ot dir. Suh.'.'i': ('luin i ri' /.t-sv 

Mr. M. J''uN!, Chau mail ot the Ihveidioii Committee, in his welciune nddiess, 
referred to tin' l.endeuey on the part of many of them to niaki^ the Students’ 
Fd'deralion an ari'iia to tip.ld, out ta-liiinal livalries and (h'plored tiiat tlu'ir time 
Bhould he wasted in parly hukeiiiu'S. Jle sun.p'sted a two-lold ]»roRranime to 
strenplheii the student movrnieut wlueli was still in its infancy in India. Idislly, 
they must, t:d:e u]i questions atreetuip the average student and apilate for the fid- 
tiliiK'id- of their (h'mtiuds Ihrouph tiie Sfudeiils’ F\'der:i(ion. It, was tdso advisable 
to organise study eireles in seho.ils and eolleees witli a vit'w to ereaiinp; political 
eous-ionsness aiuony students. Secondly, they must eiipapc themselves in the uplift 
of the masses, lie siipLcsted that tin* Ih'deralioli sliould eonsti ute a ])erman('nt 
c-onimittee lu eo-oriliiuite tlie work oi adult hteiaey in iiropress in (he ditrerent 
]u-oviiic‘cs. lie advised the slndeiits to talk less of i>olitieB and take up Heriously 
the work of Birenp,thcninp, their organisation. 

The Tre.-idential Address 

Mr. SufiJi'ts Chandni 7>oee, in his presidential address, iirpecl that the 
laiftists Bhotihd annonneo cleatly in advance witli wdiat object and with what 
mental attitude they would enter a stnipple, whether it was laiinelicd by the 
Jtieht or hy the licft. ‘'Standine- to-day in the midst of a eomjilex situation,” 
he said, “it is just possible that you may feel perplexed for a while. The 
vacillating;, zie-za;.^ pulley of the Conj^rcss Ili{;h Command increases one’s 
bewilderment. Hie menaeiiiR- attitude of some eommuual orRanisalioiis adds to 
one’s dilliculties. 'J'ho want of unity amonj^ the Leftists themselves well-nigh 
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iiMiicrvos an onliiiavy mortal. Riii thoiip;li you stand with your backs to the 
wall, (I'j not for one moincnt lose conra;;e or sell-confidence. Remember, 
comrades, that tlic Left movement to-day is on its trial. Its future will 

dc;)en<l on bow yoii and 1 come out, of this oiah'al.” 

Mr. Rose said (hat a real Constituent Assembly was one which was (*on- 
vened by a National (TOvm-nnu'nt after the transference of power had taken 
place. An Assembly convened by and nKuMinj; nndv‘r the ae^is of an imperialist 
Oovernment and electc'd on tlie basis of separate electorate would surely (aid 

in disaster to the ('onpress and to (lie Indian ])eople, ll(', thendore, asked his 
audience to raise their voi'*e in I'rotest a'-ainst it wdiile tln're was time and 
warn their countlymen in advance of the comiue; danper in the event of this 
demand bcin;; fulfilled hy the R.itisli (fovt'nniHMil. 

ddie i)i-ohlcm before Miein, Mr. Rise addt'd was the lamicbinc; of ’the 

national strnpelc and in ease* llic (^on'i)ess Workiii”' (’omniittee liidd back, 

Leftists sh.onld imarch alu'.ad with such streiiyth and r('‘'Oui-ccs as they 
liapiumed to jios^ess. 'I'le* sPii'clc woidd lie a national stiny,;.’!'', no matter who 

pav(' the call. It would be a fatal mistake to contuse the natnie of the (“all 

with the naliire of th(“ stniciile. Tlie C nicress wis much stHuieer today than it 
was in ]1L*I or Jh.j') or I'.t'JJ ami if Ihi'V liad foucht thnee with less slreiijj,th and 
resourees, they stiouM nof quail before the present ensis. 

It ini^lil h(' aie’ucd, (onlinuevl iMr. Rose, tliat the (^lneress AVoikin^ Com¬ 
mit U^e had not hf'en sittine idle since Sej>lcmher. A lone,-w inded resolution had 
boon ]'iaRSc,d and C^lll^i^ess 'Ministiics in eii hl pi'c. mk-cs had been withdrawn. Whir 
(\)iincils had Ix'i'ii set n > in several piovinccs and ther*'. was talk of a volniits^er 
caiii)) and a voluiitei'r oiv’ani“^alion. “Rnt. uhat. is all tin i talk of a thiee-month 

boliday indnlm'd in by an c\-ihu'mi'M’ ? ^Vhy wddspeis on all sides that tlie Con- 

press .Ministei's 'will soon retain) to othce ? 'The man in the street is naturally 
eoufusi-d and does nut know" wdiat to do. dW make conlnsioii worse conloumh'd, 
W^ar Councils have hei'ii oidered to spin. Wh* are now' exs)ecied to spin oiir way 
to Swoiraj, but, bow eun we be eonvinci'd of tlie etTu a<‘y of this niapie nuntfnt of 
Alaliatma Caudhi vvlieii w(' know" tliat a eentniy apo when the Indian jicoph' knew 
iiothiiip hut khadi and hand-spinninc,, they f('ll a victim to foreipn domination. It 
is time to call a sjaide a s]\ade and to Icdl onr people clearly tliat the idea of 

winninp- tSwaraj throiipli S]>iniiinp is moonshine.” 

Resolutions -Second Day—New Delhi—2n(l. January 1940 
1NI>K1*EN1>EN(’E 1 )AY CeLKI'JIATION 

TTeated diseiission for ovc^r one hour took place toniaht on a resolntion 
advisiiip students to c(“lelu ate I ndepc'mhmec Day on ,lan. JO when the o]'Cii 
session of the J^'edi'ral ion m(*t nnd.T tin; ]>r('^identship of Mr. Suhhas 

Chiindru liosc. An aniendmiMit to tin' resolntion sponstux'd hy tlie leftist 
prouji in the fi'deiation ‘while aiiprcciatinp and weh’oniinp the call piieii hy 
the (doi)pr('ss woikiop committee to observe this day’ noh'd with ippret 

that ‘nndne stress lias bi'Cti piven u|)on ch(nl:!,it, k/iiidi, sjiinninp, etc., in the 

])ledi;o iiepk'ctiiip the very propramnie of aelion whicli our counti’y badly reijnires 
at this eriiical moment and urped tlie woikinp committee to insert such propramme 
of nation-wide action in the ])ledpe. 

Dnriiip the discussion on tin' resolution and amendments speakers apainst the 
amendment emphasised the importance of the rhiuklm in the eonstrnetive pro- 
pranime of the Coiipiu'ss ever since Mahatma (landhi assumed its leadershij) and 
the lienetit it lead conferred on rural ]>opulalion while tliose in favour of the 
aimaidmeiit expressed the view that spinninp alone could not briiip them svvaraj. 

The amendment, when finally i)iit to vote, w’as declared lost, by JG7 to ITil 
votes and the oripinal resolution was carried. ]\Ii. Ros(', the jnesideiit, ascertained 
the sense of delepates twice by sliow of luinds before pnttinp the amendment to 
voU' and askinp the delepates to divide tbemselvi's but the result revealed close 
volinp. The proi'eedinps w'ere held up for about half an liour and excitement pre¬ 
vailed amonp the delepates till tlie result of votinp on the amendment was 
announced. 


(hlKETJNCJS TO WoilLD STUDENTS RUJIEAU 
When the convention resumed session this cveninp it was resolved to send 
warm preetinps on behalf of ludiau studeiits to the Bureau of the World Students’ 
Association, raris. 
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PKOCEEDINGS Al^D RESOLUTIONS 

Message to British Stui>ents 

By another resol 11 Uon the convention decided to send a mesaa^c to the students 
in Britain stressing- the necessity of a real nriderstandiii” lictween tlie students of 
all nations and thereby serving the cause of international student movement, the 
cause of peace, of freedom and cultural i)roji,res8. 

Women Stui’enis 

The resolution on women students, passed by the convention, pointed out that 
most of tlie women stndents had kept aloof from the activities of the All-India 
Students’ Federation during the last tliree years, and nr^^ed the necessity of or{.;unisin|; 
them and sn^;j:ested formation of trirl students’ committees to work in cooi>cration 
with jirovineiul branclies of the federation. 

Retression in 8tate9 

The convention stroufily criticised the ludicy of rejwcssion adoidcd by Baders 
of certain States and decided to lake elTective stej)H to draw the student movement 
in the States neaier to the students movement in British India, 

'i'hc resolution on civil liberties reiterated to safe^^naid their rights and liberties 
against any form of encroachment. 

I’lLOMG'riON OF Com MEN AE JI All MON Y 

With a view to ensuring tliat larger number of st.udouts belonging to the 
minority communities and Muslim students in particular join the federation, the 
couvemion decided that singing of \'an<fr MutAtraut which liad unfortunately liccn 
invested with communal signiiicance should be a\oid('il, tlie banner of All-India 
Students’ lAMleralioii shouUi be displaced at students’ gallunings ; it should be em- 
lihasised that the federation was not connected Avilli any ])olitieal iiarly and strikes 
on communal issues should be discouiaged. 

The N\tionai> Struoguc 

The convention appealed to all radical elements in the country to prepare 
themselves for the ])urpose of achieving their goal, expiessed the opinion that a 
constituent asscmlily can n'ally repn'sent the I'cople when they are allowed to elect 
their representatives, and emphasised the need Ibr students to lake up literacy cam- 
])aign as a [lart ol eonstruct,i\c work of their orcaiiiNatioii. An ameudmeut, to the 
resolution on national struggle which sought (o eiiticisc the preseut, (\)iigri'ss leader¬ 
ship and ask students to ])ut up their candidate lor the pur[)osc of contesting Con¬ 
gress presidential eleciion was lost. 

Besoletion on AVar 

d'he resolution on war ])asscd hy the Students’ I’Tdcration Convention 
declared that ‘the ])rescnt war between rival impciialist Bowers is directed 
towanls a new partition of the world and is, therefore, against tlie interests of the 
})eoide’. 

After pointing out that (he Viceroy’s recent declaration in India and snhse- 
quent otlicial statementH in England and India, in rci)ly to the Congress demand 
for a clarification of Ihitain’s war aims in relation to India, do not meet the Indian 
demand, the resolution states that the Indian i)eo}dc cannot understand how free¬ 
dom can be denied to tliem if the yvar in Enroiie is leally being fought to secure 
justice aud froeilom to 0 })pressed nalioiiH. 

1 taring tlu' discussion on the lesolution, IMr. Sith/ms Bosf, on a point of in¬ 
formation, told tlie patlmring that the Bengal ITuviiicial Congress Committee had 
twice sought permission Ironi the Congress working committee to launch the satya- 
graha movement in Bengal but so far such jawmission had not been given. 
11c added tliat (’ongressmen in that province were getting impatient and were 
not prepared to wait much no longer. 

The session concluded at 2 a.m. 
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The United Provinces Students’ Conference 

Tliird Session Lucknow—29th. January 1940 
TKEVIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

The third rorsioii of the ITuiled Proviiiees Provineial Students’ Conference 
was lield at liUcknow on the 29tli. January PUO under tlie ])reKidcntship 
of Prof. /lunKiiinn Kdhir, M E.A. (Ih'Ujjal) who in the course of his address 
said ; -“No one was aeainst cf)iniironiise hut it was the terms of tliat 
c,onipromise (hat mattered,” Ih^ fa^0Mred a comi»romise whicli would result in a 
commonwealth of nations for which all countiies in the woihl were thirsting, and 
which would form the niudeus of a woild state. 

IMr. Kahir urf^ied the students to read and iindersland history arijiht and evolve 
an altogether ni‘W interpretation of history which, lie lelt sure, would j;o a lon^ 
way in settling the communal ])r()hlcm. 

Mr. Zindi, CUiairman f>f the lieception Committee, in his ^Yelcome address, 
expressed the liope that students would organise a demonstration embracing; the 
entire i)rovince witli a view to fociissine attention on the necessity for reduction in 
colle{ 2 ,c and examination fees. 

PEsoLirnoNs 

The conference reiterated the students’ lesolve to take part in the fptht for 
indejamdeiici' and strc'SsiHl that students shonhl k('(!p their orpaiiisalions above parly 
])oliticR and resist attempts to rediice the stiulent movciihait into sectarian or p.ioup 
oi’iijanisiilions. 

d'he Students’ lush'ration vvas iir;j:ed to intensify its social an<l cultural activities 
and w'ork for the intellectual ,i;rowdh of the students by orcanisiiiL; lectures, study 
grou}iB, social cir<dcs ami (‘xcuisious. 

The conference cousltlcriHl the industrialisation of the country as the solution 
for uncmi>loymcnt- and powriy It was ])('ssimislic about the charka solvinc these 
lU'ohlems and liehl that ])lanneil and scieiiMiic iiidustualisation was the only 
remedy for these evils. 


The Assam Educational Conference 

Teulli Session—Shillong—2Sth. May 1940 
1 ’ Rr.s 11 >EN IT A E Adi >r liv v 

The tenth session of the Assam Kducational Conference commeuced its tw'O' 
day session at Shillone, on the 2Hth May 1!)40, under the Pi(^si(hmcy of /'r. Sh'/attui 
rrosad Muldicru’c^ who is the course of his address expressed the tiim lamviclion 
that> a proper and satisfacl.ory nndersic.ndin^, wluVhcr between communities or 
provinces, could come only (hroiiL'h the ju’ocess of education. 

Education, observed Dr. Mnkciice, should ho riehtly moulded and controlled, 
and should aim at the ,i;reat task of w'ehlini; loi'cMier the (eeminc millions of 
Indians into oiu' sinep' liomoconeous nation. The dill'crent ^jstayes of (Mhmation, 
primary, secondary and hiciier, must be ivroiHirly nourished, so that each mi^ht 
make its ])roper contrihntion to the huildinc iij) of the entire educational structure. 

lleferrinc- to the international situation. Dr. iMookeijce said, “It is oiir (irm 
conviction that allhouch dark clouds cover (he hoii/.ou to-day and disjiiites aiul 
strifes hold their sw'ay for the time bcitiL', (lie cause of jnsiice and rii^htcousness 
must ultimately triumidi”. 

Pesoletjons 

The Conference, on the motion of Dr. tvliyama Prasad Mukerjee, President, 
adopted a resolution reflucstinc the (hivenior of Assam to convey to His Majesty’s 
(Tovernmeut its whole-hearted sup])ort in (he wuir and asstiriuc' the Inijicrial 
(lovernment its I’eadincss to render every jiossible service in this hour of supreme 
need to the Allied cause. 

Earlier, Mr. R)hini Kumar Chnudhurf/, Education Minister, said that the war 
must be hrouc-ht to a victorious conclusion and appealed to the younc- men of the 
province to do everything in their power to help in the proseeiition of the war. 



The Convocation Addresses 

The Calcutta University Convocation 

(JoVERNOll’ri OrKNlXU SPEECH 

The Convocalioii of CalcnMa Universily for tlie year TMO was hold under a 
pandal in the 5.-ronnds of the {Science Collcj^e in Upi>cr Ciicular Koad, Calcutta, 
on the 2nd. March 

Jlis hiXCL'llcncy t^ir John Hcihcrf, as the ('hancellor of the TTniverHity, who 
for the first time lucsidcd over tlic function, dedaieil the C’oinucalion ojicn. 

Addressinji, the piaduates, Jiis KxcelU'ncy said :—“jMaiiy of you are about 
to leave the slu'lter of thin pr(;nt University and face the world Milli its 
joys and sorrows, with its nnsolvc'd ])rol)lt'mB and also with its great and 

far-reaching: acliicvcmcnts. Yon will do so ^Mth all the enthusiasm of youth. 
^J'o somi^ of you the ^\ay may he dillii iilt, to others easy. Ihit J would coun¬ 
sel all of you to keep in mind the inspiiing- advice you liave heard to-day 
and to reinemhcr that although yon belong to a select intellectual group yet, 
in the words of a wise observer of life, education is wliat remains to us w'hcn 
we have forgotten all our learning'. 

“J)'' the short time tliat 1 have liern here new impressions have crowded 

upon me on every turn—iioth here in Calcnlla and still more iierhajm in the 

fields and bypaths of rural Bengal. J liave become cons<'ious of long-standing, 

dillicult, ami at. the same time urgent iirohlcms awaiting solulion by the organized 
genius of the Bengalee pcofile. 

“1 am at. heart a country man and though 1 cannot s]icak to the man of 
the held in his own lancnage as J would like to, 1 liave done what 1 can to get 
inlo I'ersonal touch with him and intend to do moic. For, like \ou, Mr. Vice- 
(diancclloT, 1 realize h.ow much the life of this pro\ince depends on what you 
have called Mlui man behind the ])lougli’ and liow much we, in this great city 

and in this gicat iiniveisity, owe to the ]>roduct of lus labour. And just iis the 

good cullivaior h'jn es his land the ))eltoi' for his tending so slionld we, in 
whatever walk of hke we find ourselves, strive to leave our maik for good.” 

Sir Mikza Is.maie’s Convax'Ation {^i^eeoii 

In delivering his address Sir IbiiKtil re<-alh‘d with pride the associa¬ 

tion 'd' ihe laic llajiantra rravina Hir Biajcndra Nalli i^cal with the University 
(d IMysorc lor noaily a decade and of Sir Ashutosh Mukciji who delivered the 
fust tlonvocatioii addix'ss of that University in Idly. 

1 le made apiueiiativc relcience to the aehievements of the I’ost Uraduale 
1 )ei»artmenls of the Calcutta University and lefening to specialization in Indian 
univeisilies in general said : “Althougli it may he readily accepted tliat at the stage 
of the fust, degiee, there should be ])iovision lor as many varied courses as possible, 
since it is ditlicidt to ('\j>ect that the nniversitu's in India should specialize at this 

stage, I ask in all seriousness, it it is not desirable, nay even necessary, for Indian 

iinnersit.ies to take stock of their ])Osilion and organize some distiibulion among 
themselves of the course (d higher studies and the liiu's of research woik. The 
outlay on equipment and stall in the higher and B])cciidized branches of learning is 
veiy large, and it is in tlie national interest tliat the ‘j^hmt’ works to lull eapacity. 

“d'he time is come for onr universities to take eomnion counsel and distribute 
courses of a highly sjieiialized and advanced (haracter on a regional basis. This 
wdll also elVect economy of resources in another way. At jircscnt, a large number 
of our students go abroad and one reason for this is to luirsne stndies of an 
advanced eharacter at imiveisities wdiich have obtained a reputation under the 
guidance of a great teacher in one subject or another. 

‘SSpecializatioii of the kind I have suggested ouglit to enable us to develop 
such centres in our own country, and not only keo]) our students from going 
abroad but luobably even attract students from abroad. Of course, there wdll 
always be a movement of Btiulents fiom one centre of learning to anotlicr, and I 

certainly do not desire that our studeuts should desist from going abroad to seek 

insidration at the feet of a great master. But the necessity to go to foreign 

countries for want of facilities at home is not a matter for gratification. Not only 

should Indian universities themselves specialize but they should join together in 
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supportin':!: a certain nnmlau* of inl-India insiiUitions where instruction of the most 
advanced kind and facilities for research of the same standard as in forei{i:n 
universities should be avaihd le treely for those who arc qualiticd to take advantage 
of them. 

“1 think, lunvever, that always, but esi)eeially now, the first- duty of a univer¬ 
sity is towards its rank and tile, the ordinary, average thousands who for a brief 
])eriod submit themselves to its discipline and aci-cpt with outstretched arms, what¬ 
ever it is willing to give.’’ 

Speaking of the “under-graduates,” S/r. Mirza Tsmail said that the one thing 
which to India mattered moni than anything else was the uneducated masses of the 
people. ‘‘It is on them, mainly” lie ]U’oce('ded, “that the immediate and distant 
future depends, I am sure the authorities of the University and the i)eo]>le in the 
colleges know well how best to guide and inlluence these young beings entrusted 
to them.” 

Turning to “(he graduates and their future”. Sir Mirza Ismail wmndcred what 
was there for these graduates to do. “I’irst”, he observed, “one thinks of the fact 
that in I’engal, as elsewhere, aeiiciillnre is at the very foundation of the life of 
the ]>rovinee. I’ut, that foundation has become ]>piilonsly inadoipiatc. There is too 
mneh ]»rcBsure on land in JUngal. A peasant family of five peojile cannot expect 
to li\(! much al) 0 \e the t(‘v('l of snbsistence ou a holding of two and a half acres. 
There is but one, remedy, the increase and tmi>io\ement of the yield by improving 
the old agricultural methods, d’ho cull,i\ator must be shown wdiat scientilie 
agrieulturo ean do, and must lie jicrsiiaded with inlinitc symi>athy and paticnec to 
adopt the modern ways. 

“What an opportunity is here for university men 1 Among a people whose 
history goes back so far, the fetters of custom and (he inertia of centuries eaii ordy 
be overcome by the ri'ady self-sa'-iilic.e, the siislained effort, of those who themselves 
enjoy the bciK^lits of a liberal education. Such men should, of course, at the same 
time be si'Ceialists. lii recent years, elforls have been made in Eengal to spread 
the knowleilge of scienlifie agricnll.nre. 

‘'i>elween the highly edmaited and the partially or wholly uneducated a 
yawning gull is fixetl. It. is most imjiortaut, even in the interests of the universities 
Ihemselves, that, this gnlf should be, not hu>/({C(l, which is coiKleRceiision and 
danger, but filled i?t. I do hope that in the young men of this University, at least 
tlu'iT is no feeling of suj>eriorily, and that they liavc the sense to realize that the 
horny-handed son of toil in the field is (ts yet a Ix'lter man than they are. If the 
university man trained in agriculture is golne lo ]>atroni/e the ])ea8ants he had 
bi'tter have stayed in his lalioratory. Iiuh'scd the very idea in his studying in a 
'iini l'er^^ 1 ( tj is to lihi'rahif him lo give him that sympathetie common sense that can 
reeogni/e genuine human values.” 

In this conui'xion l^ir Hirza Ismail emphasized the value of rural service by 
university men and i>oint,ed out wliat was bilng done in Mysore in this res])eet. 

‘ All that has been done in INlyson',” he said, “is, in the fust ]»lace, that students, 
while still in college, take ]»artieiilar villages uiuler tlnar care and, in the second 
place, a larger and more systemati'- plan, a eentie on ‘setilenient’ liiU'S for the 
iTjiining lor iiniveisity men in rural seivice has been started. Wider develojuuejit, 
there or any-wliere, ndl de]»end ]>arlly on the direct interest shown by governments 
and their substantial financial siipjioit but. mainly on the diiving ontlinsiasm of 
tliose of our young men who really earc what sort of life i^led by their fcllow- 
couutrymen iu the villages. 

“I profoundly boi>e that tliis enthusiasm may nowhere be lacking, that 
members of (he Indian universities, in ever-inereasing numbers, will devote 
tliemselv('S to the social and economic juoblems of the countryside, and carefully fit 
themsehes to take (he lead in the movement for the n])lift of the rural peojde. 

“All tliis does little enough to solve the problem of unemployment. 1 do not 
see any iiossiblc solution except a deliberate policy of industrial expansion in our 
country. 

“India has a great economic future. Her resources entitle her to first rank 
leadt'rship in this field. But in order to fulfil that destiny, those wdio have money 
must be ])rei)arcd to disinter it and show some measure of eonfidemre in each other 
and on the other hand, the educated sons and daughters of India must cease to 
despise and shrink from the work that one does with one’s hands. We must be 
planning now for the ditlienlt times afterwards, and both the industrial and the 
acadeinie world have huge responsibilities to the country in this connexion. 

“There is one field of employment that to my mind has not been adequately 
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explored by the uiiivcrBiticB. However much we may de])lore wars and the frrowth 
of armaments, I ])reHume we may take it that unlrss and nntil tlierc is a change 
of heart, this evil incidental to social orj;anization will continue. India Mill 1)0 

compelled to think of her national defence in more imi'erative terms tlian has In'cn 

the case hitherto when we have complacently taken it for panted tliat the Ihitish 
soldier and the ihitish sailor will H])are us all anxiety on the score of dcfimce. 
Indianization of the army and the prow'th of an Indian navy caioiot be (hdayed any 
lonper with safety. India must also develop the new arm ol waifaie in the air. India 
has ami)le resources, too, for the production of munitions and annaments. 

‘'J look forward to a larpe em]>loyment of uni\(Msity men in the prcai. ivar 
industries and also in the army, the navy and the air force. Anionp the 

indirect beneficial elleets of the present M’ar will ]uobablv be lound the 

greater readiness to admit Indians to commissioned ranks in the aiiny and a 
preater utilization of India’s resoiirces lor the pioduction of war materuils. 1 

cannot helj> tliinkinp that with a M’iser Jlritish ]K)licy in India, our lesoiiices 

(industrial and belliperent) mipht by this time liavo been so dewdopod, and 
would have been offered so ebully in alliance, that Ibitain tJuis supported 

would have been far more dreaded by her enemies. 

In eomdusion, Str A/irza Itinunl impressed u])on the pradiiates the value 
of ‘tolerance and unity’, “It is dnision and distj-nst,” lie ohs('i\ed, ‘that 
weakens India and so many pood causes in India, and everybody knows tJiat 

this ])rovinec of Penpal is itself rent with faidion. lleie is sonietiunp worthy 
of your mettle, praduates. Yon, who ha\c lived happily topi-ther in collepe, 

po forth now, armed with penerosity and decency, and destroy the devil of 

disunion.” 

The Vice-Chancellor’s Speech 

The Vicc-Chanecllor, Khan Bahadur Azi~ul Ihttinc, in his address made 

a brief survey ol the many and vaiie<l aetiviti(‘s of the Unixersil}. Keferrinp 
to the new repnlations under which the foithcominp Matihodation Examina¬ 
tion was poinp to he held, lie said that thcie Meie sonu' in the pio\ince who 

dou))ted the wisdom or utility of these changes. He would not arpne Avith 

those who held that the introdnetion of the mother-toii^lu; as the medium 

of exi)rersion in the Matriculation teaching and examination was a retroprade 
measure. It was said that the new syllabus was overloaded and there Avere 

too many subjects for the Matriculation. 

“I am yet to be conviiu-ed” he said, “that llie sulijccts ai’e loo many 

or that the sylhilnis on any of these Bnl»iects is heavy, tlioujih 1 may frankly 

say that there is ])OSBibly room lor a further eonsidcralion of the syllabus 
of elenientary scientilic knoAvledpe. In any ease, there is no doubt that the 
tyjie of teaehinp must be on a ditTerent ])attern from Avliat has so loup, been 
followed if the requisite Matrienlation standaid has to be achieved. 'Jhc 

Univeieity fully realized this aspeet. \Vc have over l.oUO schools in our cliarpe 
includinp those in Assam. 'J'he organization of better tea'‘binp in scliools lias 
tlicreforc been the aim of this University for some yiars ]»ast. The payment 
of ininimiim salary to teachers with pi eater sccniity of Icniiie, ]>roAision of 
rrovident Fund and other eondilions are beinp eutoiced in onr schools. 
Eepulations for the revised B. T. course have also been cban<j(Ml recently. 

Unfortunately there are only two Tiaininp Collepes in Beiipal and the 

necessity of takinp Bome special stc]>B A\'ith a view to tiaininp a larper number 

of teaehcrB has been felt for some years ])asl.. Special classes for teacliers 
have thertfore been started by the Uiiiversit.y and only last year about l,Ut)() 

teachers Avere trained in the teaehinp of Geopra]»]iy, Elenientary Scieiu'c and 
other Biilijcets. The number of teachers tiaincd so far imdei- tliis scheme 
within the last three years is over LknOtt. It is ho}»ed that in course of time 
every teacher will take advanlapc of the special tiaininp couises and that 

the teaehinp AA'ork in schools will achieve a liipher standard than wliat it is 
to-day. But whatever that may be, a ehanpe in the standaid of the IMatrienla- 
tion Examination aa'hb lonp OA^erdue and Ave have introduecil the new repulations 
only after mature deliberatioiiB and with our eyes fully oj^en. Livinp in a 
world of competition to-day Ave cannot alloAV the best of our youths to spend ten 
years of early formative ])eriod in sehools and in the end to make them a life- 
lonp victim of a mechanized system of education detiimental to the develop¬ 
ment of the individuality and the personality of the students. 

Proceeding, the Vice-Chancellor referred to the proposed changes in the 
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Ko^nOationR makin^i; iBlamic History and Culture as a Rn])joet, by itself for 
the M.A. INarnirjation. The pi'oposals have been aeecptecl by the Senate and 
are awatin^ (iovermiH'nt ai)provaI. 

“May I,” the J\han ilahadur said, “take this le^/Uimatc i>ride in the fact 
that once ai;aiii it is the nni(iue triuinj)h of this University that it is the first 
here or elsewhere tu lake measures for the sysUanaiic ]»rt)vision for the promo¬ 
tion of Bliidy and research in Ihlaniic. ilistory amt (hilt,me and that this 

Bnl)ject had never received the e.t)in])linicnt ol recognition as a rc;i,iilar subject 
of study in any seat of leainini; ? 'Ihere is none in this preat country or 
even outside who will not admit to-day lliat even thonyh at Mie lime when 
the dcj»ar(ment of Amnent. Indian History and Culture was fust or;;auized 

there were iunumorable ddiii-ulties to be surinouiited, Unit there were ve,ry tew’ 
text-books and that tlie materials lor h'eluies and teachine had to bi^ (‘olieeh'd 
from a variety of sources, this dej)ai Im^mt lias siu'ccedi'd in ])i()duciny; many 

eminent scholars whose eonlt ibutions to every hianch of Ancient, India’s 

enllnre and ci\ili/ation have won the recognition all omt the w’oild. I look 
loivvard to the time wlun Ihe d('i>ai'lineiil, of Islamic Ilisloiy and Culture 
inspite of the many initial tliiiiciikies hefore ns to-day, will aliiact many 
eminent scholais who will reveal to ihe woilil the iicli eoni nhn tioiis of 
Islam to the history of ei\ilization. Eor tlie IMoslem students this will ojam 

out an empire ol knowledge vast in extent and vaiii'ty suiting their special 

aptitude requiiinji yiars of devoted slialy ami leseaich ami will also ^ive 

them an o]>i>ortunily to eonseeiate their intellectual atlaiinm'nls to the service 

of Islam hy exi'oundin.e; the iascinatina, ri'coiil ol tlie cult me ol Islam to the 
world, thus ^’i\ina; them a deeper insi;cht into the basic fealmes of their 
faith ami its ]>hilosoi)hy. Li\iM}; in a woild to-day when niislrusl, misumlcr- 
Btandina, and doubt dominate all as]'ects of Innuan relationship, J look for¬ 
ward to the prowth of a ^.'(meration iimha- llu’ losleiiii” care of this Uni\eisity 
who liy their studies ol the eiilture ol Ancient India ami of Ulam will succeed 
in usheiinji an era of mutual iimlcislaudma. ami amity, where a Hindu will 
remain a Hindu in every simse of tlie t.inm, deeply lo> al to Ids own culture 
ami trailil ions, and a Mussalmaii will remain a friic Alotdcni with all Ids 
buridn^ farlh ami Ids d«'e]> eoii\ictions and yet. they wrii ^iiow’ up each 

1 ('S])(‘i‘t 1 ul and tolerant, ol tlu^ other thus ereatim; an atmosidieie ol ini»'l!»'cl,iial 
undersiamlinji, in this land of di^er•He faiths, and leadin^j, iij; to the laying of 
the true loiindations of onr national Irle. 

Jh'leriin^ to the i'roi)lem of Moslem educativUi, the Vice-(’hanecllor drew 

the immediate attention of the Goveinnumi. ami tlie puldie to the extreme 
])aiieit,y of iM(.)slems in the scienee elassi's. He hoped senoiis attention wotihl 
nc {.oven to this ])io))lem with a ^iew' to eiieoni auin;^, Moslem students to 

join t.lui Science edasses in laruev niimheis. 

'I'lirnuifA to tlie ^'vaduates, the Ixlian Uahadm said ; ‘'He worth,y of voiir 
Decrees and keep the maj) ol this iuu\ince and this eountiv lieloie you in 
your life and career.” 


The Gurukul Vishva Vidyalaya Convocation 

Mr. Auey’s Convocation Aiidiess 

Tiro follcnving is tiro toxl of the Convoeation Address delivered by 
Lol,- iKiijak k>l/ri M. S. Aticij, M.L.A. at Gin-ukiila Visliva A'idyalaya, Kangri, 
on A//// March Jf)J0 :— 

Mr, Jhinciiuil, Hrofessors, Students, Taidies and Gentlemen, 

I wish at the very outset to thank you sineeiely lor the great bononr yon 
liave done in asking ine to deliver a Convocation Speecli of the Giirukal VislKva 
Vidynlaya, JCangri (his year. Iseveral ilistinguished jmhlie imai, ciliicatioiiisis and 
Scholars have come to i>crfovm this ]deusant function in the, previous years. I 
was therefore very much hesitating to aecept the invitation which was so kindly 
extended to me on your behalf by my friend Hrof. India. 

I ultimately accepted it Iiowevcr as I felt that I would be able to come in 
direct contact at least for a short time with the philaiithrophie soids who have 
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dedicated ilieii* lives to the service of the sacred cause of education and the preser¬ 
vation of the most precious learniui^ handed down to us as a valuable legacy by 
the liisliis fiom limes imniomorial. A din in the holy waters of the (bingos is 
described as suiredcutly potent, to chianse the body and the mind of all the sins 
committed in the lile. 1 believe that the association with the saintly ]H'rsous has 
undoubtedly the ellicacy ot lifline, up the miiul from the sordid to the serene, 

from the terresrrial to tlie celestial and from the material to the spir tnal ])laues. 

Althou.i;h I had no misuiviii-s that J had very little to teach, 1 felt that there 
was a preat oi){h)i [unity lor me to h'arn somethin';, ddio timiptation piiivcl too 
Stroup 1,0 resist, 1 yielded to the I'lessure of L'ruf. India, and you find me here in 
your midst. 

Sir, on no subji'ct have h'arned men waxed so elo([uent and have been so 
vocal as on tlu^ id('als of edncaliim, its aims and so on. It wi^uhl be a mod(‘sl, and 
modciate estimate il I say that not. less than h)')') learned scholars in tin; civiiiseil 
world d'“al with the subject, ol education in soimi form or other in their addresses 
every year, 'liie only rcdetanine, feature is that all of them do not speak in the same 
lani;ua,L;e, Hum tdoi'e most ot the S’'ceclu'S are nnintellii^ible and KMiiaiu unnotici'd by 
]>eople iu)t kiuawine, tlie laneuaee. If all ol tlumi were to be read, by otie individual, 
he will have to read not, h'ss t.han three sjieeches a day. There will be hardly 

time enouy.h lor that stndtMit to be attentive even to the physical needs and reipii- 

rements ol liis body. Wiien su-di a prcvblem is i>res(‘nted to us in all siMionsiu'ss, 

1 am incliiu'd to iiv’.ard that when (lod is said to have couioiunlcd the toiii;ues 

of men it was a bhssnn; in disynise ol enise. If t!ie whole world would have 

Bj’okiMi the same laneiMi'e it wouM ha\(' been inij'ossible ewn lor the most advau- 
ecd eountiy to iiiainlaiu au uj)lodat(' Hbiaiy anywluM-e. 1 vtM’y much doubt 
wbetlier a common ]an;;iiaue tiinuiehont the woild would have really conduccil (o 
the pciieral bappiitcss ol mankiiul and juoiuoiiou ot eomiuuniiy of iuteiests or 
woiked ot.luMON ise. 

AVithout bi'iiu; pedantic I tluuk that any educational system which is wortliy 
of recoenilion miist btoe c(Mtam dcliiute obji'cts to |>uisue ainl acbii've. A ]>urpoHe- 
less systiMu ot education will only tnin out yoiiiij; men who are iinalile to ]>lay 

any uselnl part in the woild alter tlu'V come ont of their A1 nm-'\Ialer. 'I'he system 

of education whi' li prc'vails in almost all the Dinveisilies established in Iiulia is 
to my mind one without any dcliniti'! jiiirpose in vuwv. 3'lie system leaves no 
imj)iiiit on the mind or the heart ol the r<a'ipient. Jlis mind alter having; ;;one 
throuph a (“otirse of education ovei J ) or It) years is like a <d(‘an slate on which 

anylldnp, can be wiiltiMi. It is a mind wbi'-b can be siibinyali'd and brought 

nnih'r its fascinatiiuj, control or sptdl by any author who knows bow to wield Ids 
])en v\illi lacilily and cxpiess Jnmsclf in a lasciiiatim; styli'. ll(‘ is not. at all iiudi- 
ued to question the author and challenge lus couclnsions. lint those who are 
bioip'hl iij) in tlu' school ot ('dneation wldch bad never placed before the yoimy; 
boys any ideal of the j'urj-'ose ot liumaii existence or human diyiiity and iiumau 
responsibility, lia\e icaliy no mental, moial or spiiitiial con\ictions by which they 
sJioiild be able to jndee the ()bs(Mvations of the authors whom tlu'y liiip]>eii to read. 

IMost of their icadinp is for iccHMiticm and little if any for seiiuiis sindy. 'I'hu 

result is that t!ie Indian Kilucatcd Voutii on the cxjtiry of the i)erio{l 

ot Ids yiaduadun '.MMieially moves willi a vacant mind, imalile to know 

Avhal. he is, what lie slionid be, what is bis mission in life and what 

is Ids poal. lie docs not know^ wliei'e to no and what to do. He is a 

man witli no vi^^ioii, no sj'iiit of adventure and no initiative. Jake a baby ho still 
Blands in mod ol spoon-leediiic,. i^ome one must provide him with the means of 
maintenance or (dse he will starviM It is an extremely pitiable and deplorable 
])ictiire. I’.nt that is a reality to wldch it is no use to be blind. 

liaviui; thus diawii a rouL;b sket.ch of the evil consequences of a ])urposeles8 
system of education 1 will like to make a few' observations as to tlie nature of the 
purpose wddcli any educatioual sysUun must be deBi';ued to serve. 

Ivlucation, iu my oi'iuiou, must recoL;uisc the saliout fact of the duality that 
permeates the entiie creaiioii which the Indian philoHoi)hcrs peiierally describe as 
Jard and ('lniiiya/ia. ^Vlule the lirst is transient the seeond is eternal. Aim of cduea- 
eatiou should be to pi\e oppoitiinities for the proj-cr develojimcut of both tliese 
elements in the luiman beiiuy. S])iiit of the man is to be distiii'Anisheil from the 
flesh of the man for tlic j)iirj) 0 se of ediuaition. The system must make an adequate 
provision for the education of both. Defore chalkiuj; out any curriculum of study 
or course of discipline it is necessary to clarify the ideas regarding the spirit 
and the flesh a little more. The spirit in the individual human being ia the 
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particle of the flame etcrn<al which creates, preserves and destroys the pheno- 

nfienal Junmaifiinsfi Jata\^ the definition ^iven by Riidaryan in his Vedanta 

Riitra. 3’he spiritual and religions education must aim to awaken in tlie individual the 
conscionsncss of bcin^ one with that Universal Si)irit, the nnhorn primary cause 
of tlie cri’ation and to mould the course of life so as to be consistent with this 
liiuher and no’nlei- conception of his existence. 1 regard this ]iart of tlic education¬ 
al system as the most essential ]>art of it. A jiroper conception of man’s relation 
to tile cri'ator and bis own ])lacc in the creation, is essential for him to iilay his 
]aiit (aithtnlly and iutcl!i,Acntly, Unless particular attention is ])aid to the fostering 
of this spminal faculty llicre is lit,tie chance for the humanity as a whole to make 
anv real proi;r('ss towards the poal of uiiiveisal ])ca'-e and universal brotherhood. 
1 ndiilcrmici' to the real religious cduc.ation so consi)icuous in tlie educational systems 
lias been tiie main reason of the numerous evils tliat make human existence miser¬ 
able. and lunnan history a story of perjuMual stiife and ])erennial factions. Indian 
Ivisliis have \ aim'd tliis as]>ect of human development as not merely most precious 
but essi'iitial and indispensable and bestowed greatest thou,e,ht over the same. A 
careful study ol our lelieious literature and the ])hilosophical systems couiiled with 
rii^id attention to tlie observance of tlie rules laid down in tlie hliastras for the 
observanci' of Rrahniacliaiya Ashram can serve to jiradnally uphold this si>iril,ual 
faculty. '1 be ]ieri(>d of trainin.u will certainly lielp tlie (leveloiniK'iit of character 
emotions and otlu'r liner and sulilime qualities which constitute tlie essence of the 
spiiilnal man. That, the man can be in direct communion with his (!od and realise 
tlie bliss ol bi'inji one with him is an aitiide oi faith wdth those wdio arc brou;;ht 
lip in tlie Vi'dic (hill me. (iod’s existein-e and the relip,ious knowledge that seivcfl 
as a riK'ans to its realisation are. the 1ari;et of the criticism mainly by those who 

liav(' bi'cn in reci'iit years comim; in contact with the (himmunist cult and its 

tea(dunes. d'hat, cult will sai> ami uju’oot the very foundations of human civilisation 
and culture. 'J’he faith in (tod as the perenniai fountain of all bliss and source 
of ins)>iiation to all in their pursuit of the haiipiness of their fellow-beinys on tlu' 
earth is the bedroik of Vedic culture. It is not a mere do;j,ma but a rule of life 

that has to be taught and made part of his very existence by the study of the 

Vi'dic and philosopliic literatuie and by the loyal and devout observance of the rules 
ol the Hralimacbarya Ashram, if the Ihioe cardinal injunctions speak the truth, 
follow rt'liiiion and stiuly the Vedas and h'astras expounilini; vedic knowledge ami 
vedie reli;.',ion) b(' tait.hfully observed, the i)robIem ol the spiritual education 
of man can be satisfai toidy hol\e<l. hii, 1 went through the Niijainaha It and 
of Ibis pi'cat (iiirukul Visliva Vidyalaya. 1 w’as p,reatly delighted to find that due 
emphasis is yivi'ii tlu're on this as])ect of education 

llavinp so far ilealt with what I have described as the education of the C/iaityana 
Hpiiit the itcimaneut within him, 1 must, also make a few observation on the edu¬ 
cation of the lleetine element the llesh or Jura in him. The ])hysical existence of a man 
in its widi'st si'iisi' is only an environment lor the soul to live, iInman body is 
desciibed somelhini; in the nature of <:armcnts which a man may cast olf or chany;c 
in accordance with the chances in the environments under which he has to live. 
All that is comprised in the term study ol Science. Literature and arts eome.s 

within th<' spheri' of the subjects of tin* education of the llesh of the man. Here 
the ('ducationist. must eat ei idly taki' not** of the times and surroundin{;s under 

which the human body has t,o crow and be useful. He has to study the problem 
of scientilic education of his students with the same Yij;ilane,e"Vhich the commamlor 
in chief in eharye of a bic, national a’-my ^eneially {rives in the formation of his 
army, lli' has to caicfully note the elian^\es that are comin^r methods of 

w;ir-fare, the improvements in the machines and weapons desijrned to defeat and 
destroy the enemies, the si/.e and formation of the regiments so as to make them 
mobile and so on. (heater attention has to be {riven to the develofunent and ad¬ 
justment of details and less to the princijdi'S. ddie ('ducation of the flesh in man 
must serve to make him a pro]>er and uselul and ellicient unit of a bi{r; or^ranisatioii 
that, has to ]day a part in peace and war continuously for its. own progress in 
])articuhir and that of the humanity in jrcncral. 'J'he educationist must therefore 
provide all facilities to the studentfl to {ret the latest and up-to-date knowled{re of 

the sciences and arts. 3'he ^reat economic, and industrial ]iro^res8 of Europe and 

America is mainly due to the marvollous advance which the ai>plied seienees have 
made with llie lielp of the rc.seareh woik carried on systematically and patiently 
by the scholars and scientists in their hihoratories in those countries. India is far 
behind the civilised nations of the w'orld in this respect. Hurinp; the last quarter 
of a century the attention of the Indian Scientists is being gradually drawn to the 
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baekwnrdnosB of the eoiintry aiul a ehanfio for the lietter is undoubtedly cominp; 
over. Indian research has now {gained a fi>otin;j; in the woihl of Scdenee. It has 
carved out a idace fur itst'lf. But let it not be ignored tiiat tlie ]>aco of this pio- 
^icBS is still very slow. I he reasons are obvious. Our Universities are not able to 
l>rovide the research scholais with all the facilities and there is not suflicient en- 
coinaueiucnt forthcoiuini; from the tiuarters to whicli this class of \vork('’‘s generally 
loi»l:s up for suj'port. I will consider as wdiolly defective any R(*heni of education 
that iloes not recognise the im]H)rlanco of the study tif the ])hysical sciences and 
make adctpiate proN'ismn for their study and research in its curricnluiu. 

J ha\e refcMcd already to tlie necessity of training tlie individual to be a fit 
and eHicnMii unit oi a bij; oii;anisation which has to think, move and act collective¬ 
ly il il wauls to snr\i\c strenuous stru}.!|jLle for existence that, is miinjj, on all o\ei 
tile world. 4'he sini-Lile sometimes appears in the earb of economic comiietition, 
SOUK times it maiclcsis itsi'Il in tlie foim of miliiary oppression. At times it dis- 
seuiblcs Itself in t!ic innocent form of ]>liilanthi'Oj4iy ami missionary /.('ul. But all 
the Same it is one and i he same slrueele earned on by the strom; a;, ainst. the weak, 
by the literate acainsl the i-norant and by the iii‘h a-ainst the jaior jieoj Ic for 
domination ami exploitation. It must he one ol the a\owed obji’cls ol our bitt 
national niii\eisilies io lapiip the youth with the slrenirtli and spirit to fi^ht, this 
soil ol vlom;imlion. .Vssomition with a forci..^ner on I.eims of eipiality is compatilUe 
witli i!it (he III) \ and s(lf-ieS]‘<'cL of any people. But lone and aliject submission hy 
OIK’ ]>(’Ojih' ti) the will and I’lile ol another people cannot coniiniic Ion;.; without 
dis'o''t, dcmonstiation and dc-encra'ion ol the ].eoplc who aie ijih'd. 

India has hct'ii slnimlma in hci own w'av for the last lilt.y years. \V e have 

now' (hsro\ered that tlie ic.d ohsta-le in liie way ol our imnu'diate emanci oat ton is 

that we at*' hch I(‘'S in the matter cl o'lr delema'. ilow' can you dclend 

even il sell-; .<> .‘untm o! be e-iahl:.->hed heic tod.ay or to-morrow ? My blood _I>o(ls 


{'inc! mhman jiiis tins (piestion to the Indians, lie is 
lie disai leam.'ut ol the pco] le ol the India afitu' their 
lespo i^ibt*' apain tor the ileiiial ol tiny military caix'er 
hie fo! l.'.ilim.' ihi' martial spiiil. of the millions ol pi'oplc 
century. 1 am tnliy awaie ih.at a free India is only a 


with Uidi.oiation wiaai an 
resi>onsil)!(^ i'or the wh-.’ie^ 
suhpi .i! lo'i i>y lorn 11c i 
to hci r>.c;. i in m lespon; 

in this land imai 1’. ;i ..^.- ^ . 

d'cam so lone tis Indians aie mU, tddc to lake iij. tlu' tdiaipe ol their ih tiaice. 1 do 
,,,e hriMwe in i!ie ihe'ny that ih'c non-\loleiit wea}((ms can (‘Ih'clively insure 
t,ii ;dl time tn come teiaiiml evtcimil opprcr^sion. Dennd 'if tlu' use oi th(' r('([uisite 
d-v-^'e id \cdeic.e eillu'r hy an icdi\idual or )>y a (•(mmitnuty ol people (daiiniiin to 
1 ) 1 ' “i melon cnlh in mat'eis (.li sell-di’h'ma* is an 

sni- 'd.i* prnposilIt'll, p-nch a ]M' 0 |-hi ean not snr\i\e lor any 

Pi |]i,. impi'ia'oe i-uporttima* oi t.rtiiiom; the ])eoph 
di'tcie (‘ ol iht' coiiiitry has Is’cn recognised by sonie of the 
nimpv N 
1 »I. Ah: 


iniiuaetical and 
himlh of time. 
Ill the ait of tlie 

_ .. leadinc Indian leaders 

;i () (i() al.temi't wtis madi' liy anylaidy till my esleeimal liieml and leader 

t'lok lip this ip'ic^iion in liphl'eaniVsl and piosued it willi his characteristie 


, jtM.i I'lier'.’V. ilu'ie ate iieonle who st^linr; tlimisclves as loll()w’ers of the j;ieid. 

,slln, t 'linih and iui-\i(;h'iiv‘e ol lo'M'i'cd ;\lalu'i(ma (Jamllii ol Slu'caoii, not only 
ti.iiiimis'' hnt, ev('n ji'cr at tlu' estahlishnu'id of iln' Blioshi Alilitaiy hcliool at Nasik. 
th l ) no donht lliat a eratefnl I'ostenry w’ill leeoynise the sorviee n'lnlered 

hx him lo )he pnoplt' of tlie eonntry. d'ht' esialilishmeiit of the Bhosla Military 

i-'(diool i- :oi epo‘li-m:d;in'; e\enl, in the histoiy <>t IModerii India and it Inis alieady 
heunn to liave taNtunahle and desirable reactions on the course of education iu the 
conntiy. At pren' id^ W(' st'c a small bepinnine mad(’ lu're and tlu'rt', hut iu a few 
rear.^ tlic mo'o'menl will pain in ^Ireneth and volume and moment iim. 

1 hope tliat Ihtit educationists in chapjte of this preat Seminary of learniiip; 
whi'ie their muin ambition or ratin'!’ aspiration is lo (rain the youths in the \edie 
(hilture ami Xha’ic traditions so as to make them worthy successors of tho Great 
Vryans wlio oime earned tin' ihm, of Vedic civilisation all over the world arc not 
oldivioiiH to (he need of mi!;taiy tiaininp of the laiys. 

B('t th(' X Milhs haxe bcloie tliem the idi'al of pnru Diona-A(diaiya 
W ho ih (lescrihed in the above couplet as cariyinp; -1 Vedas in tlic front and 

tho bow ami an ai o>xv o.. his back. He is the embodiment of the Bramha and tha 
Ixshatia the spiritual timl the martial spiiit cffuipjied w'lth both pow'er to curse 
and tiie vvcajuiiib to strike. , • r i 

h'liat is the, ideal which every P.rahamachaii should iii biief place before 
himself, 'i'liis instilulion will in conrso of time pive India the men who will be 
tho piotcetoi’s of the Indian Nation Uastragop rurohit eiiniiiiicd with the knowledj^e 
of the science and art of government both in its statical and dynamic from, 
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'J'lie nation wbiOi h led hy ihc Kaslitm Gopa purohit verged alike in the 
arte of war and peace will have its manial clasBCB full of tlic npirii of valour and 
the indiistrialiHts and traders and the lahoniin^ people all of one mind. Such 
nation will make an all round and harmonious proj^ress. 


Thackersay Women’s University Convocation 

Sir RitaranCfi Opening Sjicech 

The following is tbo ioxt of the oi)3nin[‘, sp ^ocdi hy -Sf//* Hi!(tram. 

Kt., h A., T/Fj. J!., tlio Clninc.eil:)!* of tlio Slirceinati Nathihai Dainodhor 
Thaekors(\v Indian AVoDi-'m’s University, Boinlaiy on the occasion of tlio 
24th Convocation on Uio .'P/A of Jinio U) ;— 

LadicH & (Jcnllenicn, 

On the oc-ciisoj! ot Ihc 1 wenly-fonrlh convocation of the Slirctmiati Nathibai 
UamodlHM- 'I'iiackcrscy Indian Women’s llinvi'isity, I \M)n]d hk(“ to make a few 
■|)rcliininaiy icniarkH bcfoic invitiny Sir Al. Vis\cs\ara}a to ih'h.vcr the convocation 
add less. 

'This Ctwivocalion is lu'ld under the cloiul of an Ikac War. 1 hope the cloud 
will soon ilisappcai’ and (heat IJriitiiii wdl conic out, victoiions in the end. 

It iH uiiin'ccss'iry (ni tins oi-.-a^ion Ui dilate upon the incci'lion of tliis 
Tbiivcrsity, ils cailna Htna dv-^. and tin' sc\eral staecs tliio iuli wlddi this Uniicrsiiy 
like many other iio'ol pci iincnls had iicie^s ;a! io pass \iz. ridicalc, opposition, 
apprccialion and liiially a''rm' sapj'orL It la a mailer of liujnlar eooil lortiinc 
that this rniicn ify slaitcd by I’lol. j). K. JCaivc on (hn nio Id of .lai'an’s 
WoiiKMi’s lbd\(‘isity S(‘.'nn'd al a com pai a! i'. dy caily sia'‘,c t!u> map niliccii t and 
princely donalion ol iificen la. s ol inpi'cs fioni S'lr VilhaMas d'hado'rscy. Tlic 
Uiiivi'rsily would not. li:i\c icadad its jncsteit p(»sition but lor tin* annual crant 
of Us. dd. Vlaicrcst. on tlic amonni of lia' donation of Sir Vilhaldas 'i'hadvcrscy. 
Apart ftom tin' dona'ion of Sir Viliialdas d'liaekciscy, (Jic Uni'/erhily has now 
l)ccn in ii posiiion to poss‘-ss ino\oai)lc j.ropciiy at ]\)ona and Uombay to tlie 
e\l('nt. of ('i;_ht lacs and a liall. d he rnivci^iiy is makiny rapid and satisfactory 
])rogrcss in rr-ent yi'ais and csttc.-ndly dniiny the last Jive years. 

Since the (cnlic ol the rnncisiiy ^^as iiansti'iitsl to Uondaiy on 1 st damiary 
IfUb in a.'cordaiiec with the vihlics (»f tin' lah' Sir Vilhaldas 'rh:u'kt;rsey, tlic 
Univi'rsiiy has laam attia-111111 )m})li.* snp]'(^rt and ami (louinmcnt italromiL’c in an 
increasiny mcasuic. Tin* UoNminmait ol Uomhay dniiin; t.iie laytiimc of T^ord 
Ibabiinriic puv(' a yiant-in-aid ol inpiM's lillv thonsaml, and was instnnmmial 
in sccnriny a similar yrant oi a like amount lioin ilio (iovcinmont of India tor 
the aripnsidon of a pl.n of land with a Innldine, on (dirnc y Uoad, Alaiinc Eiims, 
Ifombay tor about two la -s ami a half. J'i.c coll(‘e,e in Uomhay was i-omliidcd in 
the jduiyashala liinldiny b.’foic the ycai UU.d in Ihe movniny classes, 
d'hc nnmber of students was \cry meaeic. The number has now increased 
to maily one liumln'd and is cvpecPal to incrt'a^^c this ytair. The University 
is, llicrdorc, laci'd with tlic ]'roi)h'm of constrm-linp. a ncF%\’ hnihlinp for the 
colh'cc and either consli iiclnip an additional Imilding or utilisinp tlic ]>resciit 
hnildniy as a llostd loi the collcet' stiidcuts. ()win: mainly to the edorts 
of Lady 'riiackci'scy who has taken a vi'ry keen inteiest in the advancement 
ami pioprt'ss ol 11 u‘ Univeisity, a donatiim oi I'lie la<‘ of nipei’S in Government 
rromissory Notes has been S('<*iiied fiom Seth Goidhandas Khetsi d'rust managed 
by Seth (.Unitnibliiij Vallal)lulas AlanUernii for th^: erection of a Imihling fur tlie 
S. N. 1). Thackeisey Gollece for women in Uombay. dlie University is indebted 
to Seth (.diatiirbluij Valhihhdas Alankeimi ior making a substantial donation in 
fnitherance ol the cause of education of women. There is also a balance of rupees 
lity thonsaml to the credit ol the Unilding Fund. It is ho))ed that tlie general 
])nblic will help the University by providing additional funds for constructing a 
building for the college and a separate Assemlily Hall, Science Jaiboratory and 
Eibrai-y. 

A proposal is under consideration of the University to acquire two adjacent 
plots from the Government of India. If the plots are acquired by strangers, it 
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wonl<l be impossi))lc to Hceiire any additional laud oven if the University feels the 
urgent necessity for expansion. If on the other iiand llie idols are st'eured by the 
University all i)ros]ieeti\e didienlties on this score are likely to disapiunr tor all 
time to eonio. If the Senate aj-proves of the pro)H»sal, it would be possible to 
secure the ailju'-ent jdots at ri'asonai)!*' rales and aUo subsianlial {.-ranis-iM-ai<l froni 
the UovernnicMt of India and the Hombay th)^ernnu'nt for the juir', > se as on the 
last occasion. 

A donation of ru]iees twenty thousand is lo’oniised ns a nindens of ^ tlie fund 
for the (‘oiistruc -!a ol a bnildim; lor the S. N. l>. 'rhackers('y Kanvashala, 

Bombay. An additional amount of a lac ot rupees will be retpnied for the l)aildin^. 

An attempt will be made to eolleet the funds loi the \!in pose. Prof. U. K. Kar\e 
has kindly aproed to woik in tliat diicction. 

In tliis connection it may be mentioned (hat the Xhii\ersity will soon ('omplote 
its twenty-live yeais of existence, and it would be an appiopiialt' occasion to 

cehhralo its silver inbilce aftci the lapse ot one or two yeais. dhe Pniversity 
authorities trust tluil the public will pi\e a pom'ious lesponsi' to the call of die 
University lor the Innds ne<-('ssaiy lor t-onsli uetinp addiliomd bnihiincs, aeipiirinp 
the adjaeiMit plots, exleiidinp tb(‘ aciniiies ul ilie lliii\eisily and aiicmeiitinp; the 
permanent fund of the Uni\eisily. 

d'lte P ni\ei'sity is indebted to (lie (lo\eminent of Bombay for piviup 

Biibsiaiuial plants to our lliph pitdionls. 'I'lii' (iovernment of Bombay ha^e been 
praeiously ^-leased to awaid an annual lecnrrinp prant (»f tuikm'S live thousand to 
our Pniversity. 4 he Pni\ersity aulhoiilies aie piatefid to the (lovernment of 
Bombay for this niaik ol ajepreciation ol the woik ot the PniMusily, and the 
Biibstantial lielp in redneinp the annual dttieil, caused hy the p.iowinp expenditure 
even aftei the ('xeieise of stiiuLent economy in various diieclions, 4 lie piihlie, 
BU]>port will, it IS hopi^l, he tortJieominc in a lar-er measuK' in the iutnre in \io\v 
of the fact that the < usi incniied in meeiinp tlu' haie wants ol the Pnivcisity is 
provviiip e\ ('l y year and many otlier impio\emenls aic awailinp consideration on 
account of want of funds. 

After referi'iiip to lire Ihiancial comlilion of the, Pnivt'isity, T will now' refer to 
the inopress made liy it in the field of educational eHiciency. 4he numher of stndents 
Btudyiiip in the colh'ces is about JP). 4']i(' numher of students in tlie lliph i^ehools 
condneltd hy and atliliateil to the Pnn'cisily is obS.k 4 ho number of sludenls wdio 
piaduatcd uplu the last year was .197 and this year 4.4 students have i)aBHed the 
Cl. .'\. cxamiiuilion. 

P'treiinoiis efiorls arc made by the University to raise the standaid of education 
from time to lime. An application was miule on tlm 11th Ajuil IDdcS to tlio 
<lo\eium«nt of Bombay to pruiil Htritniory iccopnilion to the University at an caily 
date. Pe. dinp tlie lesnlt of the api'lication for statutory lecopnition, the 
Uevccnmciit of Bombay on the JUth of December 1948, as an inteiim measure, 
recepni/.ed the deprees of tire Pniversity fiii' a])p()iii(m('nt to all (loveinment ami 
b'emi Clovi rnment, seiaices and ]'Osls. lion. J\lr. B. (1. Khcr, the thi'ii Piemier ami 
jMinister of hklucation, in Ids Convoeation Addiess last year, ohsei viul : “1 can well 
appreciate the anxiety of your ppjveininp body to obtain stalntory iccopnition for 
your Pnivcisity from (lovernment. 1 can only oxnress tlu; ho])e that all the 
drlhcuUies in your way may soon lie removed and that you may be able to obtain 

lecopnition in U;e near Iutnre. All that Clovcrnment can do to help to biinp aliont 

Ibis end, wo shall endeavour to do.” 1 hope that favourable circumstances will 
Boon come into existence and brinp about tire eonsiimation de\oiitly wished for, and 
that the Clovcrnment of Bomliay in due course hy a Lcpishitive Act will awarcl 
statutory recopniiion to our Pniversity in the same manner as they have recopni/cil 
the deprees of oiir Plnivcrsity for Clovcriimciit and Bcini-Clovernmciit sorvices by an 
executive order. 

I am plad to inform 3 on fliaf fPe Pind (lovernment have also rceopnized the 
deprees of our Pniversity by (lovernment KcBoliition No. GJ7 B/iU dated 4(Jth April 
194U, a copy ot which was recently received. 

The (lovernment of Bombay siippesled on 4th April 1939 that a small 

(Committee be ap]K)intcd by the UniverBity to examine into and report to the 

UniveiHity on the modiheations ncceBsary in the courses of study, and that it 
should consist of three members to be nominated by Clovernment and three by the 
University. Accordinply a representative committee was aj)i)oiiitcd and the terms 
of reference to the committee were as toilows “With a view to ensure a hiph 
standard of etlicicnoy amonp its praduates, to add to or modify the courses of study 
to suit modern needs and at the same time make the University retain its 
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distinctive featnrcR as a Women’s University.” ’Hie re])Ort of the committee was 
received on the llih .iiinc lOlO. It will ho ]>laced for consideration before the 
Henate, and further steps will he taken in accordaiice with the final decision of the 
Senate. It is hoi'cd that the report (tf Uic (’ommiticc will eventually setaire a hiph 
standard of elliciency amonp the graduates, and a nn'difi,*ation of the courses of 
study so as to suit rnudern rcipnremcnts and mak(! the Enivcisity retain its 
distinctive features as a Women’s rmversity. 1 may stale that strenuous etlbrts 
were maele hy the Ibiiversity aulliuvities to raise the standard of education from 
time to time. A Oommittce was appointed l.y tlu‘ t-^enat(‘ to re\ ise tlie courses of 
studies and curricula in order to hiini; tlu* same updo modem re(iuiiement,s of an 
u])-to-date Women’s Eniversity in India, and to selfU. tlu' text liooks for the same. 
This (k)mmit tce madi* iccom mcndat.ions after caieln! and mature and unhurried 
consideration. The rerommcdat.ions of the ]-veMouslv ap]H)intcd Committee were 
])laced before the (himmit.tia’ appointi'd liy tlic ["nivei'siiy at the snppr'stion of the 
ihmihay Covci nmenl wlio have in tlieir rtpoil a< lou»wlc(ip('d tlte consiile. able help 
received )>y tliem in their woik loon the labours of the picvious C’ommitti'c, 'J'lie 
standard of education liowu'vcr bipb that may bi^ toentnally aipnovid and sanclioiu'd 
to increase the elliciency (d the graduates ol the Cuivcrsity. Tlie acid test of the 
worth ami excclh'nce ol any educational iiislitnlion is the eiliciency, culture and 
charactei of its aliimui. 

The Ibiiveisity has ali'cady made ju'ovision for ].riniary School teachers’ 
Uililoma examiualion so as to provide a careei as tea'lu'rs lu the <'as(' of Htudi’uls 
wdio may not. have passed tin' Entiancc examination of tlie ruiveisity. A provision 
is also niad(' for a diplnma in lea<-hine (l>. d.) in case of students who have 
};radnal<'d and ]>asse,d the th A. examination. Tioposal will )>e placi'd foi‘ 
eonsideration bi'fori' the Senate this year for introducing an additional dij'loma in 
teaching examination at. an intermediate slave in tlie case ol students who hav(‘ 
})assed the iMitiance ('xaminal.ion ol the Eniveisity. d he re'-ent repoi t of the 
educational <’\perts jAh'ssrs. Afilxvlt and \\ oful lias dealt vvilJi tlu' imjinrtanci' of 
employment of wonu'n teachers in connection with tin* edn<-ali('.M ot youni; children 
es])ecially in its piimary stap'e, and I'xpicssed an 0 ])inion tiiat the )iraclic(' in India 
in cmphiyiiip male teachers at the piimary sla'-i’ canu' to tliem as n sliock, and 
that until a system ot intan t classes slaflcd by traiiu'd women is established in 
Ti.dia, education will remain unsound at its very fonmlation. Tins Ibiiveisity 
wbich pives education through the nu'dinm of Indian lanpuapes will ]u-ovido 
etlicient. teachers. The report also expresses the opinion that ‘ veriiaculai' should be 
the medium of inslruclion thiou^jioiit the hipliei secondary scliools li'avini- English 
to take its ('xtrcmcly im]»ortant placi* as a <‘ompi;lsoiy tii>t lancnaci'”. d'hc sja'cial 
reatnre of this Univcisity ol imjiaitiiu- education thioneh the mother tonpiie which 
was luliciilid in its inirial stape is now licinp slowly adopted liy the oilier 
llniversities and is recommended hy ('ilncational ('Xpeits. 

M'his IbiivciHity will not nicidy piovidc elluicnt (('acheis, luit is liki'ly 
to turn out p:radiiat('H who will he able to come into intimate loiali willi llic 
masses, and uddiess the dilVcient sections of the i-ublic in their mothei-tonpue. 
Some of the graduates of this I’nivcrsity are manapinp or assist in manap,inj; 
cdiicatioini/ iiiHluulions in this IVovi/me. 

I may mention tliat a IIip.li School at i’oona, a ITipli School at. Tx'lpaiim 
and a Ihph School at l>adar have opened special classes in tlie liiphor 
standards with altcinativc courses of this University. Uie Jfl'ads of other Jlip,li 
Schools for pills by openinp, Vi and VII standard classes with the alterna¬ 
tive eourses ot tliis llniv ('rsity w’ill not only be helpinp tliemselveH but also 
the middle class juihllc and the Indian Women’s liniveisity. 

It will be dillicnlt, to extend the activities ol this University without 
adc(piatc puljlie sup\)ort and Government aid. 1 have therefore to appeal to 
the public and the Government to extend their siipiunt and ])atronape to 
enable this University to make further prop,ress and to extend the uatioii- 
buildinp activities of the University. 

We have invited in the past many eminent men and women to deliver 
the eonvoeation address. This year we are fortunate that- Sir Mokshagundiim 
Visvesvaraya has kindly consented to deliver the convO(>ation address. He is 
the cleverest ICnpincer where engineering skill is required. Jlis advice is 
Bought in matters of irrigation and water works, lie wuvs the Dewan of the 
Mysore State for over seven years and established his reputation as a lirilliant 
and popular administrator. He is an astute politician where political questions 
have to be thiashcd out. His advice is sought by the National I’laniiing 
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Commit ter. lie is a scholar aiid has the decree of Id^. Ih eoni(’rred on him. 
lie is an author of liioh rei'iitatinn and has ^nihlished sev('rnl books on 
imj'Ortant suhiccts. lie lias extensi\'ely tIa^elled in Cnroj'e, .Ximnica ami Japan 
and also round the woild. In this connection it may he mentioned that he 
is a fnend of the 'rinv kei’M'y family and A\as a lillow traNcller uith Sir 
Vithahlas and Cady 'Ihaikeiscy anIio aie intimately cop’'octcd 'with this 
Cniveisity. Ih' a sound eiRummist and Ids ad^l<‘c is soucht. idit r iiy several 
imtitutions ftir udicnchiue, and nnpio\inj, their adminisl i at ion. llis (‘onvocalion 
addiess nill i am suit', lx* instnnliNo ami insi'iiina, to tlu^ piiKluates and 
memluM’S of this rnneisuy and ihc' ycneia! public 

J shall now u’liucst Mr al. \'is’.cs\aia}a to ihlicer his address. 

Sir !M. V's\ e.svaraya's Coinocalion Acuh ess 

Tho fdllowlnr, in iho toxfc of tlio C'-oiivocu.tion AddiTmn dolivei'od liy 

Si I Af. jc c.T J-: , Ti c.!). :— 

]\Ir. ('/.'(/7/r.//'O’, Ml i/lnfs <>l llr S.’nufr, [.(ulu'-- tni I t/.■////,'/// cd, 

1 am deeply ai-pi ccial i\e oi the honour done to me by the imitation to 
di‘li\'(‘r the usual address at. this veai’s Con \ oc.al ion. d'lu'K' ai(' collcpi'S in this 
country, .s in other paits of the ANuld. dedicated lo the hiLdicr education of 
’Women iml, a nni\'i'nity meant e\ijusi\cly lor tlu' educaiion of pirls and 
wonu'ii is a laic phenomenon. ]\Tany vonic’ oimm in this Ihovinci' have 
lonu been atti'iidinc men's m licnes. dins h moie in accord with (hnnocratie 
ideas which dominate a laiee ciide id’ Indian Icadcis and jHiliti'nins. Ah 
apaiMst lids, liow (w m’. the Indian social sAsicin is still lau’dy inclined to 
S(\c rc’pa I ion of sexc'-' d'his Ihincisily lias hccii luoiuhl into cMslcncc jiaillv to 

. (his social nh'al. It docs not lorni part, ol the (itlicial edu(*ali(mal 

system of the jirovinee hut is (he outcouH' ot local philanlhio]'ic cdoil. 

'The Thdxcisity was stalled iii I’nona and has ihwclo’pcd from small 
hi’cinnincR, li sci\cs at present a (hieciold ]'nr]>ose ; oiu' is to impart hicher 
education lo women in their own mother Ioiil'IU', Cmdish IxMiip tieati’d as a 
S(‘])arate eomi'idsory snb|ect ; a second ohjc'ct is lo pn'e inslinetion in (M'rtain 

suhjc(‘tH ])articuhn 1\ iisidnl for tin' lile caieer of a woman ; a third and 

])r'rhaps the most, distinetiA«' s(m\i<‘(' tlie l’ni\eisity is doiiiy is that it i>r(>\id(\4 

liiclu’r cdueatioii of the I’niversity prade to yiils whose pau'iits or pariaits in¬ 
law ai(' o]ipt»sed to eo-ediu-ation. 

Judpiiic iioin the accounts that h.ave come down to ns from h'cendary 
times, t'oeie weie women in amdent Imlia who w eri' hichly educated and 
who iu Id ]>osiiions of intiiience and l.rust in the domestic and social life of 
that ])e'ioil, d'hey lost that ])OHition in the daik ayes that, followi'd. It was 

in the middle ol the last century that men of liheral views came forw'atd to 
in ’oiiiayc the eslahlishment ol schools for the edncuiion of eirls and women, 
'.riie ytaimal public ol those days, liowe\er, were none loo faiourahle l,o tlio 

movenu'ui.. A I’arsi (lirls’ educational institution in Ihnnhay has on lecord in 
iih anmds a statement that female ('dncalion in tlie middle of the last ecntnry 
was “like a maid whom thme were none to ]>iaisc and very few lo love.” 

The modem ieminist movement had its oriyin in the demoeralie soil of 
America. In Isnyland wonnads claim to eiinal ])oliticaI status with mi'ii was 
eonceilcd after they ])rov(‘d their capacity to do successfnlly much of man’s 
wmk in the last preat, War. 'Jdie concession was also largely dne lo tlie 
sutriagcttc moA'ement hehjre and after the AVar. 

d he giovvth of education and the recent rise in the status of women in 
India is to a mateiial extent due to eorresponding (h'velopmcnts in the 
Western world, h'or a great many years India has lieen sending young men and 
women to Kngland and foreign conntiies lor their education. F.arge numbers 
of Indiana constantly tiavel abroad for business, healtli or iileasiire and the 
Ihitisli adnliJd:^^ratols in Imlia have set befoi’C Indians, in otiicial functions 
the linlibh social standards and practices as the highest examples of their 
class, 

AVomen in tliis country have been given the ]>ow’er to vote in the 
elections for local bodies and for Legislative Assemblies, h^everal have distin¬ 
guished themselves as edneationists, doctors, legislators, and some few also 
as ]nihlie speakers and lawyers. More interesting still, quite a number of women 
have contributed scientifu*, tiapers at recent sessions of the Indian Hcienco 
Congress. In cities like Bombay, women move freely with men in society, in 
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]')nl)li(‘ LiadiorinuH, in cliiliB, in flHd eporlfl and even on the rare course. This 
l)ciim a land of iroishi illiteiary, the i>ro])(»rtioii of educated women is small and 
it is, therciore, al! the more cre»litahle lliat so inany liavc };iven a ^ood 
account r)f tlicmscl N OH. 3 hey art* e\er active in associations and confcrencpR, 
in ]HT)motin;’, mass education, ]>]cadin,L', the cause of polilit’al freedom, and luisten- 
injj; the i>ac(‘ of social icloim. \V(‘ have reason to lie i)roud of the achievements 
of our Hislei s in the compai alively shoi t ]>eriod of a siiiclc <.'.cncration. 

Tlic tacts about the ori'-in ol this Eniversily are well-known. The 
Eniveisiiy nas stalled liy tin* inllnisiasm and self-sa'Uiliciiu; lalionrs of i'rofessor 
1). K. ]var^e and it seemed an endurin^i; jinanciai status liy the muiiilicent 
donation (d\(Mi liy the late Sir Vithaldas d’haclvC!S('y. Toth tlicsc f^entlemcn 
(leii\cd tin'll iuspiiation. which let! to the establishment of this Univi'isity, from 
the e\am]'le of the W'omen’s Enivcusity in 3’ok}o (Jajtan) whi(-h as far as my 
ijd’ornialion o()('h in the only otlicr AVonn’ids ITniversily in the world. 

Jt was in the yi'ai IdJt) immediately after the War that Sir Vithaldas and 
Lady 3'hackeisey lisited the Women’s Lniversily in 3'okyo. 1 may add, incidentally, 
that, 1 haj'peneil to he in Tokyo as a fellow tia\elh'r with them at the time of 
their \isit. 1 should like to recall with ^latilndc tiie siy,nal helj) and courtesy 
we i('i-ei\ed (»n tliat occasion from the late Liinee Okiinui who was then the 
j’residcnl of tiie 3 okyo WOim'ii's Univeisily. 

Afl('r SOUK' 1 icissitiul('s, tlie N. 1 >. T. Indian Women’s ITniversity lias 
b('('n leoicanised and its headipiarteis transferie<l fiom Loona to llombay City. 
3'his 1ransf(‘r has biou'dit the instit.ntion moie piominently to ])uhlie notice and 
lias materially heliicil to enlarpo its circle of iriemls and sup])oi ters. Eairly 
substantial subscnptions ar(‘ eominc in, and vt-ry recently the (iovernment of 
Lombay and the (bo'cinnu'nt of India have made c('nerous contiibutions towards 
th(' eonstiuclion id a ]a'imanent Lnivi'rsity hall and lectuK' rooms, it, is understood 
that the scluine ol instiuciion is also iindi'n-oinj;; rexision by an authoritative 
eimimittee with a \ lew to lai'^e the standaid of e.xaminations to a level aeccj)tahle 
to (Government and tliciehy secure slatntoiy leeocnilion tor its decrees. Tins 
))('iii|: a iiiiKiiK' loc'al enlerpiisc, it is hojied that sonu' ]»oition oi tlie nmiieys, set 
apart in tlu' eonduii, yeais as pifls and charities hy the ii< h eiti/ei s of Lomhay, 
will Ix'conn' aiailab'le toi stieiii'thennn; and e\))an(lin'.; tins most woilhy in-'ipution. 

On an o.-casion like this, p,ial('iid reieience is due to the services ondeied 
hy tlu' Kiiec('ssi\(' Chancellors of the Lnixersity tiom I )r. Sir L. (». r>bi'iid;iikai‘ 
and Sir ]\lahad('\u 1>. Chauhal to Sir Cliunihd V. INh'hta and Sir Sitaram S. 

I'atkar. In ree(Mit yt'ais I am inioiuu'd Lady rrmnUhi 3'lunkeisey has been 

woikinp: nnohnusivdy and (iielessly to secure sympathy and su)>)'Oit for a cause 
to which her distinguished hushaml hccpu'.atlied the hulk ot his fortune 

In what follows I siiall coniine inv^elf to a iew' ohsc'iw at ions on the present 
] osition ol women in India and the manner in which hotli llieii' eilueation ami 

status ndpht he ('xU'inU'd to enahh' tlu'm to lake an eni'ctivo share with their 

mentolk in llu' mimif'old aetiolies wliieli life in tlie twentieth eenliiry demands 

fiom ('\eiy nation whieli wishes to kei'p abreast of tlie times. 

3'la' chief aim ot tlie pieat majoiity of women in life is to se<‘urc an 
aecei)lahle hiishand and setth' dow'n t,o a liapj-y inaiuied lite. J'iveiy ])osition, if 
it is to he satisfaetoiily tilled, leipiiies pieparation and training. In .lapan, tlierc 
is spi-eial prei>aralion for a wile’s ],'ositioii known as “bridal- tiainiiic.” Jn that 

e.onntry, a pirl has pot to know sewiii” la-fore sin* becomes eliciblo for marriace ; 
slie lias to know how to manacc a lionn'; she Hhonld ha\e at least an (-lenientary 
kiiowletlpe of domi'stie economy and eliild iisyeholopy ; she should have learnt 

or shoukl loam, to ])ro\ule lierself with some oeeujiation for her leisure time. 

In the eyes of men of forethou};lit and ainbition, a w'oman trained on these 
lines to thi* profi'ssion of wifehood, is a far more desirable eomi^anion than an 
amateur wife. 33ie traininji, which a p;irl ;j,ets in her own home and under her 

(>w'n mother in Indian homes is admirable ns far as it t^oos, Imt modern life has 

intiodiieed many eomplexities to deal with for which a re|j,idar and systematic 
traininc; is nci'cssary. 

i^iiouhl woman (pialify herself to earn a living and share financial 

responsibility for honsekee|)inp; with her hushaml, is another important question. 

3here is no eleaily undcistood direction in respect to this question in Indian 
social lift'. 3'lie middle class poi>ulation dislike to see their womenfolk eirqiloyed 
in salaiii’d iiosts or w'ap'A‘-eainin^ oeeiqmtions outside their homes. The vast 
maioiily women of the ]>eaHant and labour pojmlation, attend to both outdoor 
work and housekeeping. 3'hey have no education or training, their occupatioiiB 
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fire unorganised and many of them get no fixed wages, ddio earcers of these 
unfortunate women are still primilive, ill-regnlatcd and miserahle. 

1 fear few ]>crsons among the ])u!)lie, save those specially associated with 
education or with the administration of talucaiional institutions, are aware that 
in tliis country mass etiucation of gills and women is at a very low level. 'The 
]>roportion of literate fiunale ]>opula(ion according to the latest statistics available 
is 3.8 per lU) in the J'lvA’ince of Honihay and 2.1 per lt)(t for Hrilish India. Only 
one in four of the giils of school-going age an' attending educatioi il institutions 
in llombay and one in six in the whole of Eritish India. The rest ot the female 
population is growing u\> illiterate. 

In the D'iiled States of Anu'rica and (danada. the proi'ortion of scholars, 
both male and female, under instriietion to the total population of liiose eountiu's 
is about 21 per ei'iit in caeli ease. In .Ta))an the proportion is Id jier cent, but in 
India it is less Ilian .h per cent. 'TIh* comiiaiison broui'dit oat by these iignr*\s 
shows what, .great value mo.lcrn nations aMach to ilie ediicaiion .;l their i\omcid\)ll: 
ainl how d('i)loiab!y ncglecti'd tile saim' duly is in this coiintiy. 

'bhcio aie Uiri'e grades or sta\es ol edmaiiion for bolii tin' nude and female 
school-going poi'ulation, namely, clcnicnlaiy, secondary and univcisite, siih's 
vocational, luolcssioiial and spi' -ial i-ouisi's corresponding to i ;n li ygadc. 'J'he 
subjects or ceiuisi's ol study for giiis ainl women will laiy to a small extent 
fiom tbos<' <oi heys and men. 

It ic. uitdoislood that in juamary education up to jlie age of about 11 the 
snbjeeis taught will Ix' the same lor both bo\'s and i’lils. (drls who c’lid t.lmir 
education wulh the ])iituary sra^g' will ucfd u siipplcnu-utary piacticai coiirsi' in 
luiuscKceping and domeslic eco'uony in dmliug cookery and si'wing. 

In the secondary educati m stage tbcic is liist tin* a-aidcmic or litf'ia^’V cduca- 
calioii w2'.ich the majoiily ot tin; riih usually iiudcict* and tluuc will also he a 
consideiabie choue ol iraiiiiiig lor them of a pra -ir-al cliara'-liu’. 

In l.iie Ibiiversiiy grade many young worn 'n between tlu' aiu'S of lb and 23 
arc stu'luug in the Collcee classes (h ihe regular Mc.i’s lie, p, ciMliics wilh a i icw 
to tak(' a tie ;rcc. ddic Uuivciit.y conise may be in Ails or ,'^cieii t' tu in a piofcssioii 
like Aiedicinc, 'rcacliing. L:iw t>r Ai'uhilc tnie. ()ne giil in Ibis proi incc is attending; 
the Engiiieeiing Collcgt* to ipialify hciseli tor the ]>1 ofi'r-don of an ihieimx'r. 

dill a (a)nple ot geueraiions a-o), men of cult me iind stains e\ci wlunc ('xcept 
perbap.i in America, ludd eonserval u e \ lews icspcetine, woimn’s ediicalion. it w'as 
ab<)nl. the year llK'O, that w'omi'n weae adniilled to llnivcisily deiM'(s in Ivielsnd. 
dapau was also co’isei \ ati\e. 1 wnis informed that up to the yi'ar I'.'P.t the National 
I'ni'Cisity ol d’okyo Inot- the WAmien’s I'niveisity already leleired to) Inul produced 
only two women graduates. 

l.idian women rcipiiie ediieation of the sort iiecessaiy to give them ])Ower of 
judj.ne’n'u and stK'ngih of purpose to b^cl their lesponsibilily for theii’ fnliiie at an 
eaily ace. In my vii w' all girls should receive eiiizeiisliip training and a kiiowbHlgo 
of rlcMciihny e<()noniics to maki' them useful eiii/eiis. 

Fidibby social eiistoms atul pra'-lici'S aie Ix'ing slowly evolved in this country 
us n resell, of the ('xami>le set, by piogri'ssive Cvunmunities living in oiir midst. 

In WttsU'iii life a giil meets hei future Jiusband and mairiagi* tullow's only 
will'll the collide aie salisfiiMl that tliey suit, each, d'lie liirlation in this jieriod is a 
)uologue to murriagt'. Among Indian families the ease is dillerent ; the eJioiei' is 
geueially made, by the paienis or tiiemls A dislinpnislietl Indian ('diieationist oneo 
said to an Ihiglish Iriend ‘'Vuii marry to woman you lo\e, we lo\e the woman" 
we many”. 

()no ol the most recent reforms is postponement of idn' maniagc'able age of 
girls l)y legislation. An evil ]>racliee amongst us is the veiy common one of marniin- 
young men befoic they btgin to earn a living. Another is llie payment of a ddwiy 
which makes tiie patents legard the birth of a danglih-r as a liability and a eui’se. 
8’egH!gation of womt'ii was a serious hamheaj) till a couple of gi'iieralions aeo. A 
Ivinipean hivly prac.iitioner in liombay complained, in a iiiiblie speeeb, ! bidieve in 
the eighties oi the lust et'niiiry, diat wlieii a male Euru])ean medical piaetitioner of 
those days vyent to see a high class Jlindii lady patient, there wu're occasions wlien 
he had to diagnose the disease by examining the tongue put thi-ongh a slit in the 
purdah, oi a hand thrust through a door chink, d'o-day in many^ inirts of the 
country the i»urdah is all but gone among the edneateil (dtisses. 

'Die gi'owhh of ctlneation and economic independence is leading to the Hubsti- 
tution of reason for authority in the family. The breakdown of the joint family 
system, which is taking place, is a consequence, bince progressive foreign nations 
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are inakij)^ p^ood iibc of their women’s intcllii^cnre and workinp; capacity, a similar 
use in this country cannot he j^oatpoiied without detriment to our economic safety 
and national ])ro^rcsB. 

The freedom of women in every country has varied with their education and 
the de[i:ree of the country’s advance in civilization. Wherever education lias develop¬ 
ed, the emancif)ation of women has followed as a matter of course. 

Ah remaiked before, tln^ ti.i^ht for woman’s freedom boa,an in America. The 
American yonn^ woman is uiven liberty much earlier than in the rest of the world, 
althoiijj;!! she does not marry until her nnderstandini^s are exercised and ripened. 
She usually ^ets, early in life, a more coinj)lcto knowled|;c of the strujj;^leB of life 
and of the world about her. Her eblers are far from hiding from her the corrup¬ 
tions and Btru,e;;iles of the world, d'hey ]n'efer that she should sec them and tram 
herself to shun them, A Frcncdi writer, 1 )e To' (p!eville, who visited the United 
States of America towards the middle of the last century lias remarked; ‘‘If I were 
asked to what the singular ))rospcri‘y and eM-owin^ strength of the Americans ouj;ht 
to bo attributed, 1 w’ould reply,—to tlie superiority of tlnar w'omen”. 

d'he middle da^s women ol haudand foneht valiantly for their riirhts bat after 
the ripdits were, i-oinaMled, tlu'y have shown no particular inclination to follow up tlieir 
successes by fiirtlu'r demands, d'licy have Ix'cn content uenerally t() wiMidraw to the 
comforts of liomi' liie, (h'Spile the mihordinaU* position in which it liolds them. But 
anionc- tlu^ woikiiic classes, llicie is the same fiwakcninc; as in America, there is a 
larce and yrowinu, class of women who jnifcr to work in the industiics and he waye- 
eaiiK'rs ratlier ilian home-inindeis. .I.apan semns to ftillovv lOnphuid and Jviro})C 
in niakiiie; prolital>le uee ol wonicirs labour as producers both in at;rit‘ulture and 
indiist ry. 

Ill bussia a preal social revolution has taken ])lace. Whmieii h:ivo the H;nne 
h'pal status as men and have h(\min to ociuii>y imooilant admi insli at i\c‘ posts, d'iie 
social lib' of that country it not, yet, finally estaldish-'d and wt^ havi* to wait tor the 
further woikine of ihi' expi'i inient behue drawinu, any lessons fioni it. 

In India llie llindii l.aw r<'fii!ircs re\ ision S) as to pi\'e tin' widow' and tlie 
danpliter a delinite shau' in the ]»:.»;.♦ ily oi a pc'ison <hnii; inlesiale wlu'tlicr the 
]>rop('rty is inlu'iitcil or sclt-acfj.nicd. \s tin' woman has no ('<■( )!i(>niic indeposKhaici', 
the niimlnu’ of \\i)]ucn \oleis cio'i anehis^si ninh'i liie in'w' (ie.ernincnt of India .^\<‘t 
is only d or b million as aeain.'-^t about million m.ih' votcis. 

Women’s mam pioblmu has aiwuiy'^'. bciai marnace. >,('W vii'w iminls of the 
women of llie W’est on the nmrriaec 'pies'i *n aic soiUmaiist'd wiili start, liny; clearness 
in the followiiiL', exhaict, taken fnmi a re-'cnt 5 *rc'.s (‘utluip,. 1 have been imalile to 
identify tlu' source ot tlu' cnltiii'' ; 

‘‘Now'-a-davs most eiils lollow’ some sort of a carci'r, Ab'fi s tastes als(r have 
hc'come sophist,icati'd. IMcii find, alti'r they have become mat.ma' t licmscbu's, t,hat the 
woman Avho has had lime to ii';nl and study and thiid: .. is a inou! iaseinaliny, 
eomj>anion than the phis who can oidy pipph* and elialtei.” 

‘'d'he niimanied woman of t()-da\ is jolly and heeiful and regards lior 
married sisters mo:e oiten with pi-y liian \\il,h envy. Sin' did not marry because 
the riphi imin did not conn' alone or because she ]a’e])aTed her job to a husband. 
And, anyway, slie has found tiie woild so lull ol a number ol thmys liesides hus¬ 
bands that, sh(' lias lieen as hap'oy as a (luei-n.” 

Oiir problems in India coneerniu.p w'omen ditTer in some ri'spects from those 
Western count,lii's and ('.en .lapan. d'he asjtects of women’s''* life w'hicli onpht to 
eoin'erii ns on an occasion like this are mainly three, iiaim'ly, women's jiropiess in 
education, tlie deyree ot jiioblcm coin-cded l() tlu'in. ami the conti ilm!,ion they are 
inakiny to the country's luoyress, as comi>a!\'<l with their sisters in toreiyn lands. 

A\bmu!n fmin lialf the ]>o]'ulat,ion of tlie coniitry and the bulk of that, half is 
])raclieally unedm'ated aiul untrained d'here is no etlbrt or ]>olicy to see women 
paintnily emido^ed. Oiir women arc iinabb' thronpdi bude of oryanisalion and pre¬ 
vious pre])arali(m to do even a fraction of the. w'oik that women of organised 
industrial conn tries of the West are enabled to I'lit in. 

Hreat ebanyes are eoininy over the lives of the ]ioople of the West. This 
being a clemoeratii- ape, a demoeralic education is indispensable to ])roteet women 
from the dangi'rs w'liich sniroiind them. 4'iie ])olitical eipiality of women in 
this eoimtry is going on at a Iniily brisk jiace ; iK'ilher (loveriimcnt nor tlie 
forward classes sei'iii inclined to interfere with its growth. But t,lu;ir eeonomie 
emancipation is still very weak. The social atmosphere is not favourable to women 
taking up work. The richer class women do little work of a luoduetive nature. 
Those of the middle classes are willing to take up employment but their menfolk 
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have delicate notions of pro])riety about salaried occupations for their women. As 
for the working:: chiRscs, we have seen, they arc uneducated and unorganized and 
their l:i))our is iiiollici('nt. C)n the whole the women poi)ulation of this country, 
tlionph a lar<.:e j'Oition of them w'ork very hard, are unable, through lack of 
organization and lhon;Aht-out, ]iolii‘ies, to contribute any api)reciablc direct share 
to the wealth producing; activities of the country. 

Social enancipation is also making fair progress. Adult marri ges, inter-caste 
alliances, inier-dlning and closer association between the castes, the abandonment 
of the jnirdah and many minor reforms are slowly making headway, 'riiese reforms 
would iia\e i>[^v*ecdc<l much faster had elementary education been given the pro- 
niiiiem'e licit it. rec eives in all ])rogressive countries. 

4'lie three {jicait needs w'hh-h have been clamouring for attention in this 
country for two or three generations past have lieen mass education, industries 
and (h'fence. l^lementaiy education among the masses will Imp social reform ; the 
]>rMi tice of indiistiK'S wd*l give the people economii* ]>ower ; and knowledge of 
(.h'ttnce will give tlu'ui military strength to ddend propeity and lumoiir when 
attacked. Jn these Ihrci' matters, allairs are in a mess. We have a poor : critage 
lelt to us by oui ancestors and lu-cdocessorH. Women should also take note of 
tlicse dill' national wants. 

^^oe.ic SIX ycais aeo, 1 had ^x-casion to remark: ‘d f the average woman in 

tlii-'i c.>iintr\ is enabled to (lo even two-thirds of the woik ol a man and if the 

work ol hulli men aiul women is simnltanconsly r('guhit{‘d by local and national 
oreanizatio.is, the capacity of tlie nation lo build iij) luuspciiiy will atlvanco 
at a houmr’, 

4'he numerous problems which adVet oiir women rcipiire continuous study, 
research and in\csiical ion if adrtpiate attention is to be ])aiil to their liitiue 
W’l'llarin It Hliouhl be possible to hung togctlu'r a rei>r('scntative Dommiltco of 
trusted and ])alriotic cili/cns to look to these jirolilems in the near luture. Hueli 
a (Committee would be abb; to get the problems examined by expeits and sjiecialists, 
galluu- tlu' vit'ws and opinions oi both consein alive eounl.rymen and rcfoiniers, 
focus opinions, and give a reasonable lead to the (“ountiy. i ecisions and view's 
exi)ressed by such a v'ommiltee at legiilar inli'rvals will kt'e]! the country moving 

on safe lines. At any rate there will be less drift than there is at ]U(;senl.. 

Refore 1 ctuicfude, I wish liotli on behalf oi the audience and myself to 

eoneI at ulate the young ladies present w'ho have leceived decrees, and other marks 

ol distimlinn, at the liands of the (’liauci'llor lliis alternoon, I also desire to 
follow' up the eoiigral ulations wit.h a few' w'ordis of advice in the customary manner. 

It, has been well said: Eilc is a struggle, life is hanl and painliil, but wo 
h.'i\e w'llliiu us sl rmigth to sin mount, onr stumbling blocks. 4‘be University 
should su])]»Iy }()u with adccjualo inliodiiction to the coming new woild and to 
the duties of citizenship likely to he demanded of you, but there is need for 

uiiccasing vigilance on your own jiait to prepare youiself lor the stiiiggle. You 
have to rely on youisell ; no one ]»erson eaii sliapo the life of another. 

Ev('ry young Avoman has need to aceustom licrself to some simitlc form 

of physical exercise in the open air. TIic simplest and best is walking. 

Health is the vital principle of bliss, 

And exercise of health 

Regular exercise will help you to keep fit ahvays, but you should take 
particular caie of your health till you arc married, because at that period of life, 
your face is to some extent your fortune. 

If you Avant a bapj)y clieerful life, good health, tidiness nnd personal charm 
are indispensable. Ni'alness of dress, a face alw'ays lighted with sympathy, will 
i)c greatly a])i)recinle(l liy the man Avith whom you share your life. 

Men undertake adventures, they take risks, to win the esteem of the w'omcn 
they love. Tiiere arc nuimrous instances of great men Avho have acknoAvledged 
their indebtedness to Avomen for the inspiration they received for many a notable 
achievement on tboir ]uirt. 

'lo relations and friends in social life, a woman of real sympathy and 
charm is a spiritual toniix 

t^ome regular Avork or occupation should be found for the hand or the brain 
to give yon employment during the vacant hours of which the average women 
will have many.' In the ease of women of talent, too much stress should not 
be laid on domestic duties. In tlic country’s larger interests, she should be free 
to lake lip any employment for w'hieh she may be best qualified. 

The qualities most appreciated in women, next to gentility and personal 
5G 
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charm, arc diKcipliiic, devotion, self-restraint, tact, and a Hi)irit of ri};lit thinkinp; 
and I’i^lit living'. 

Jkaiity in Avomcn is admired, talent is adored ; but a ^-.ood name will always 
be the l)ri{AhleHt jewel of their lives. 

] cannot close tliis address, at a time like this, without sayin^i; a word or 
two on a subject that is upiHumost in the thoughts of all of us. We aie living; 
throup^h the second of the two most teriii)lc wars that history knows anythinji; 
about. Tlie news of the (^arna^c of ti^htinj; men and civilians and the destruction 
of ships and stores and projterly, that is hllerine, into this country from hour 
1,0 hour, is distressinji; in the extreme. IMany of us iiave personal friends in 
Enelaud and our thou[;hts at this hour are constantly uith tliem. Our foremost 
wish and player is tliat this country may be enabled to po to (he help of the 
Allies, as quickly and etl’cctively as circnms(,an(a‘s peiniit at tliis hour of trial, to 
take its jiart in biiupinu, about a new and hotter woild order, dominated by ideals 
ol biotherliooil and love araon^; nations. 


The Delhi University Convocation 

Mr. Sargoul’s Convocation Address 

The following is tho Convocation Address by A/r. Ji)]in Saiujciif, M.A. 
Educational Cuniuiissioncr with the Government of India, on tho occasion 
of tho Eiglitoonili Convocation of the University of Delhi liold on tlie 
iO'/A March, JU lO ;— 

Mr. rro-tdiancellor, IMr. Viee-Chancellor and mcmliers of the Court, Ladies 
and Gentlemen.— 

I mmh ap])reciale tho invitation to deliver an address at the Convocation 
of Delhi Uuiversily this afternoon. I know of course that 1 am only an eleventh 
hour sulislitnte for tlie more famous men who for one reason or another have 
been unable lo come and speak to you and J am only sorry I,hat J have not had 
more lime in which to iirepare sometliinj; more worlliy of tlie occasion. 

J\'ly oflii ial duly as well as my ])ersoiial interesis make me try to keep abreast 
of what is hapi'cuinjy in Jmliaii education by rcadiu*;-, so far as time allows, both 
the ediicaiional papaus and tire news about ediu*aliou whicli ai'^aars in tlie ordinary 
jircss. It is r 4 ’!‘tilyiuy in many wa\s thou”h disconcertiiij^ in the jiresent instaiice 
to note the prominemo whicli is /;iven to convocation addresses. Whatever else 
lie may think about his elders and betters, no student of an Indian university 
has any ri^ht to eomphiin that they ne.ylcct to offer him ^ood advice. If sa-m 
eonnsel could juodnee it, the millennium would already be in si^ht. 'I'here *ls 
no need therefore for me to spend any time this afiernooii tryin*;- to'^pnt old heads 
on young shoulders. I am not sure that 1 should want to do it even if I could. 
If I ever liad any iiillnencc with young men and women, I should like to use 
it to fire and not to damj) the generous enthusiasms of youth. Only let them 
be generous in all their manifestations in the widest sense of Unit fine word. 

I must not trespass, if I can help it, on the ITo-Chancellor’s ground but 
the vista which has recently been unfolded before the eyes of all those avIio have 
this University’s future at heart, both by the Vice-Chancellor’s epoch making 
memorandum and by the sym])athetic attitude of the Governmeiit of India towards 
it. would make it dillicnlt lor any speaker to-day to avoid some reference to a 
matter of such immediate interest. There are some words from Milton's Tractate 
of iMhu'atioii which, if his modesty Iiad allowed, Sir Maurice might have had 
printed on tho lirst ])age of Ids memorandum. ‘T shall detain you no longer in 
the demonstration of what we should not do but straight conduct you to a hill 
side, where 1 will iioint yon out tlie right path of a virtuous and noble education • 
laborious indeed at (he first ascent hut also so smooth, so green, so full of goodly 
prospect and melodious sounds on each side that the haiqi of Oriiheus was not 
more charming.” I shall only attempt to touch rather briefly on one or two 
asiiei’ts of the Vice-Chancellor’s programme of development. I want to deal 
priiieiiially with his recommendation that as a necessary step towards ensuring 
the quality which ought to be the distinguishing mark of a university in 
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tho Capital cily of India, the normal depjree course should be exieiided to thrco 

years. 1 am in whole-heaited agreement with the Vice-Cdiancellor that a decision 
in favour of the extended course should have the ellect of raising standards all 
round and makini; a Delhi decree a more desirable tiling. At the same time 
it is clear that to ^ive rtl'ect to this will be ‘laborious at the tii'-t ascent’ 
and that a preat deal of reorganisation will have to b* done both inside 
and outside the llniversity if the Vice-Chancellor’s a8j)iration is to be realised, for 
the iustituiion of a three-year course in place of the present four-year 

period which intervenes between Matriculation and Graduation must atlcct 
not only the ruiversity itself but also all those schools Irom wduch 

students of the University are drawn. 1 recofi,nise that the issue is a erneial 

one and may well become a eontroversial one also, if it is not bandied with the 
utmost tact, };ood-\vilt and, if need he, self-saciihee by the variou^^ iuti'icsts concern¬ 
ed. 4'hift is a matter of particular interest to me because such study as 1 have 
been ai)lc to make of the educational ])roblems of this vast, country has cm))basiscd 
tho neeil for re(‘Ousidcrin;j:; the whole function of tlic secondary or hi;^h school «taj,^e 
in any comprehensive system of national education. 

Tf tho normal (lei;roe course is to l)e<‘ome one of three years and the ,e:encral 
standard is also to be raised, it means that the work now' done in I lie first year 
Intenncdiale classes must be more than covered at the i)re-nniversilv stne,e. If the 
work is not done as well then as it, is l)cin{; done now, the slamlard [)f iiiiiversily 
Scholarship, so far from lisinj;, must inevitably fall, dhis issue is by no means a 
new' r le. It has been debated up and downi this country for years jiast by persons 
concerned not only w’ith university ediicaition but also with the origanisalion of the 
Be(‘ondary or liij;h school system. \Ve have to face a concensus of oiiinion amon^ 
exjjerts that the four year ]X)st-matn(Uihition oonrse should not he altered iinloss 
and until the secondary system of education is rcor[;aniscd and put on an ellicient 
basis. 

What are the advantages of and objections to such a reoiyaiiisation ? 

Let me say here tliat J am not one of those ))e()i)le who can hnd no yood in 
the ])rescnt Indian universities and wonhl pladly see them all converted into 
technical institutions. For leasons which will 1 hope be clear before 1 have 
hiiished, I am a piofotind believer in the value ol education at, the univau'siiy staue 
and 1 should view with the yravest coiu‘crn any chancy which mi|iht adversely 
ailVet ds cultural inlluenco. Del me, however, look at the (piesUion first of all 
from the ]»ouit of view of the secondary or hiali school. 

"When 1 look back on the educational Idslory of my own country during llie 
lircseiit century, 1 think J can say without hair ol coniladict,ion that one of the 
^roatv'‘;t d not the greatest and most benclii-ial devdojunent which has taken ])];»cc 
lias bcei. tlic pro\ ision by local education authorities of sccondrry education for 
boys and j^irls of ability from all elasscs and not merely for those whose ]tar('nts 
me able to pay for it. I'^ince the Education Act of T.*dO, places have been iirovided 
in secondary schools for over half a million boys ami pills. In ac.(‘oidancc with 
o;n Idiplisli fashion these schools instead of slikinp out a new line of tluar own 
lookcil round for models to copy. Tlicy found them in oiir so-called ])nblic schools, 
many of whicli as most of you will be aware have been in existence for hundreds of 
years. W'lu.ther they were wise to do this and whether in the process ol imitation 
they lost more than they pained are (picstions into w'hich I cannot enter to-day. 
'I'liey certainly failed to jirovidc that variety in curriculum and p'cncral out-look 
which to my mind is an essential feature of any healthy system of Iiipluu- 
('diieation. Roth before and since cominp to this country J have lost no 
opportunity of pointinp out the educational draw'backs of puttinp all one’s best 
epps in the same basket. There can, how'ever, be no possible doubt that in certain 
n!siie(‘fH the new schools pained much from havinp these older inslitutious to look 
to : they took fioni them amonp other thiups a hiph standard of a^prit dc drrps or 
public spiiit and a lofty if somewhat narrow con(‘ei)tion of scholarship. A larpe 
proportion of llie hoys in the public schools were iu the habit of jiroccedinp to 
universities but so far from Icaviiip their schools and poinp on to the university 
immediately they had jiassed the Matriculation, it was the normal luacticc for tlicni 
to remain at school at least one year and in most cases two years alter 
matricnhitinp. Diirinp this ])criod they mipht or mipht not be lucparinp for tlio 
llipher Sinhool Oertitii;ate which in syllabus and standard ai>])ioxirnates to tho 
Tntcnncdiatc Examination of a University. Followinp that cxam[»le the new schools 
established since lbU2 would not repard themselves as fullillinp the function for 
which they were created unless they were also able to develop a substantial amount 
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of aclvanf^ed work beyond the Matrieulation or S>hool Certifieato sta^c. In this 
way they aflbrd a (UuiouH contrast to tlic average hi*;!! ncliool in India whicdi seems 
to regard as the be-all and end-all of its functions the I'assinj; of pupils through 
the matriculation exaraieation. 

The advantages of what 1 may call advanced work in the Secondary or High 
School seem to me so obvious that after allowing for all the didcicnce which my 
experience suggests between conditions in English Schools and those in India I 
must still regard it as a most desirable addition to the content of the Indian High 
School. In the first place ])rovision lor advanced work nccissitates the a]>poinlment 
of highly qualified teachers. Many of the tcacheis taking the top forms in 
English Secondary schools wouhl ha\e lit.tle ililliculty in obtaining university 
aiquiintments. The reason why com]>aratively few of them attempt to do so is 
that they regard the work which they arc doing as at h'ast as interesting and 
important as anything a univeisity could oflcr. Their picsimcc tends not. only to 
have a stimulating edcct on the academic outlook of tlu! sinU' g(’nera1ly but it also 
raises the standaid of scholar.shij) throughout the school. I ri'nu'inher tluit. wlu'ii 
I hrst wTMit to my own secondary school 1 wnis gimitly im])rcss(Hl by sedng big 
boys who were |»opu]arly (Uivhlcd with, and peihai'S deserved, the reputation of 
Biudi learning that they could read tlie classics without the lu'lp of a translation or 
a (licMionary. Tlu'y shared the lieio worshij) which as a noimal boy 1 should 
otherwise have lavished I'xidusively on members of tlu; sidiool football and cricket 
teams and ceit.aiidy inspired me with the ambition to go and do likewise. 

A second argunuMit. in fa\our of having advanced w’ork in the si'coudary school 
is the opportunity' it gives to boys who ari' aj^proaching thi; threshold of manhood 
to exercise les’ponsiliility and learn the elcnu'iitary lessons oi leaih'iship, 

oi'pottunities which could not possii)ly be given to thi'in it instead of remaining at 
school they were absoihed in the i*rowd of tirst year men at a uni\cisity. Even if 
one may easily exaggerate tin' chaiaetcr-forming eircet of a luiel autluuity as 
nionitoi or i>i'cf(;cl,, yet it is the lessons derived from Hindi experieiue vvhi(di in my 
opinion are likidy t,o ])iove of Inndament.al value to a generation which may 

BiiddiMily lind itsidf entrusted with the manaLCment ol great allairs. 

d'he creation ol sin U a system ol advanced or ])Osl-mat,i i, illation studies in the 
high sidiools of India, in suhstitidiou for woik hciiig done at llic uui\('isiiy, is not 
going to !)(' an easy matim'. A number of vested interests will Im' all'cctcd. The 
existing Hu ll Schools will know^ that all of them cannot, lie cxpectid to dm clop 
advance- w nk and i-onscqiKuitly tb.at while some will be promoted, othms will he 
ridegated to what on a sujxaiicial view' may si-eni to lie a less hoiumrahle fnm-tion. 
I'nrthcrmo!c, teaidicrs at present engaged in tea<-hing tln^ liist yiair Tnlorim'diate 
classes, who may envisage the ])iospect, of their licing t.rausferred irom the univ ersil y 
si>here to an educational Indd which thi'y regaid as inlciior in status, will not 
welcome the (diaiige, t,hough peihaps the wiser of them will sec in the new system 
large op]H)i Innilies hot,h of insiilliiig the desire for s(di()larshi|» in and of exercising 
a iiersonal inllnencc ovi'r their students. 1 appreciate thi' argiimenl llial, students 

in the existing hist year Intermediate classt's have the oppoit unity of lieing taiiglit 

by lu'ofessors and lecturers wdio arii also dealing with w'oik of degree and even 
])ost-gradiiale standard, but 1 have no reason to snpjxise that there is not in this 
conniry a siqiiily ol comiietcnt scholars to supply both nei'ds. Even if there is not, 
one could still arene that students under the new systmu should get more 
concentrated attention from these outstanding scholars at a stage when they may be 
belter prcpaii'd to take full advantage of it. 

If the liigli schools can and will wortliily sustain the resjionsibilities wliidi 
this ]U’oiK)sal must inevitably ])lae,e iqion them and prove themselves cajiable of 
turning out boys and girls whose intelleetual equipment is at least equal to that 
of present university students at the end of their lirst year, then the advantages to 
the university itself would B(‘em to me to be not less impressive. It is tjue that 
in the begiuniiig at any rate it is ])robable the the numbers in the university and 
in the colleges wall be smaller ami this will aflect the linauees of both. This is not 
an insoluble problem. Apart from this the university will start with fresh-men wlio wall 
have already ])roceeded some way on that speeialisation which is the normal feature of 
a degree and i^artieularly of an honours degree course and may have aiapdicd as 
well that iioise and sciise of proportion which often resnlts from the exercise of 
rcsponsiliility. d'hey will be dealing with people who after having put tlieir 
matriculation examination behind them have had a year or two of comparative 
freedom in which in the ])icturcBque words of one of the greater School-men “to 
browse in the pantries of the Fathers”, and to practise them selves in the fuller 




445 


-16 MAR. ’10 ] MK. SARGENT’S CONVOCATION ADDRESS 

mastery of the tools of knowledge, the acquisition of whiidi is the fundamental 
I)uri>ose of the pre-maticulation course. They may even iind some who have already 
acquired that love of learninji for its own sake, ^^hich only conies to many when 
this mastery has hecn attained and which is the be^inniiij; of wisdom. Moreover, 
tlicBO youuc people will he. in a better ]H)sition to estimate examinations at their 
viiliic ; they will be ccasine; to re;j,ard them either as bcj^cys o” nijAlitmares scaring 
the victim from the ]>ath of true leauiine or as unassjiilable cr teria of mental 
ami moral worth but simi'ly as indications, admittedly incomplete, tluit. anotlicr 
milestone in the life-lone' process of education has been reached and passed. J am 
not one of thorc who believe that we have yet rea'-hed and perha]'s may ever reach 
the slai;e in educational development when we can discard examinations altogether 
but when I sim' them beiipi; made the fetish which lh(‘y ai e commonly made in this 
(‘ounlry T always rei*all the words of the historian \Nho lookoiji, back to the most 
C'llij^hiened ]tcop!c probably of all time rmnarked that “t^ocrates c-wo no diplomas 
or decrees and would have subjected any disciple, ^ybo demanded one, to a 
disconcerting; catetdiism on the nature of true knowledge” I 

Iliit tlierc is another coiisidmation of a dillerent kind which in my ojiinion 
deserves even ^reatei weij:ht, 1 have alwavs liad the utmost. resi)ect for 

university teacheis even if as an uinb'rpardnate 1 did not always show it by 
le^nlar uttendai'ce at their leciures. tVmsequently it is out of no disresj>ect to 
them that I exuress my conviction that, the e.realest pift wliiidi any university 
can bestow on its alumni is not to be soimht in t('\t-books or in the lecture 
room or in the examination hall Init in the close and trieiidly contact of 

fresh, keen and pi'uerous minds. I wonder how olten the students of this 
university sit uj) Ihroueli the small liours ar';!!!!!*; about i>ohlics and religion 
and the tlioiisaud and one problems which intriyiu' minds approaching; 
maturity. How olten have you here “tired the stars with talking, and sent 

them (lowui the sl.y’’ ? Terliaps the autliojities for hypienic or ('conomic reasons 
frown on siudi activities. 1 only liojie they are too wise to do that. 1 .remember 
lieiny (diased round an ()xford (juad as the dav> n was bicakiiiL', by a tVllow 
student, and vei y dear fiieiid who was so exasperati'd by my line of argument 
over SOUK) ]k)iuI of (Iri'ck prosody that his oiitiaec'd fcclines could only be 
relievf'd by I'hysical violeucix v\n hour later we wane as yood friiMids as ever, 
but now' alter thirty yiMiis T have still a clear recollection of what lie said 

and what. 1 said in that inoineiitous areninent. 1 am afraid there is no 

lecture which I t‘ver attended tliat has h'ft so (dear an im]ires.sion on my 
mind. Indeed areiinient amon^’ equals is not only the salt of life ; it is also 
a \’or} wdielslone of tiuth. 

T am takinp a h^ny time in pelting' to niy ]toinl hut here it is. To pet full 

beiieht lioiii this (dash of wits the (•('millalants must lie reasonahly mature, 

ddiey must have put away childish thinps and liavc had some first-han(l 
e:.oci it'.ice ol lile ; otherwise the arpnment heeoines as artihcial as tlu^ averape 
Si )u)ol bo}’s eassy. l-'roin this jxiiiit of view after makinp; allowance for the 
ic.it, il it is a fact, that Indians mature eailier than iMiiopcans, 1 still think 

that il larpe nnmher of students are allow'ed and even encouiaped to enter 

Indian iiniveisilic's at fjir loo eaily an ape ; for this reiison alone any 

riYirpimisation wliich would ])()stj»one the aveuipe jip.e of entrance w'ould in my 
opiuioii be a most desirable thinp. In this coniiectioii 1 also want to stress the preat 
value of ch)sc personal contact not only between students hut alsi^ betwcY'ii students 
and tejicluMS. Th(^ contiict of the lectiue room, if it eaii bo so described, is 

a most injidc(ina(.(5 snbstit.ute for that more intimate and informal exclianpe 
of opinions wliiidi a real tutorial system is able to promote. It is a pood thinp 
Unit youiip- iH'oi'le avIio are eomiup face to face with the i)roI)lems niid 

perph;xities of lile should luivc ready access to counsel from rijicr minds. If 
theie is noe stape in education almve otlieis where it oupht to be a iicrsonal 
athur and wbere imiss })r(jdiielion methods are out of phacc it is at the 

Univei'sity. Home one has ])]e!isautly wodtteii that (lod pave us memory that 
we mipht have roses in December. Use your university days for iduntinp tlicso 
roses. 

I have dwelt ])erha]>s too lonp on what T may call the social aspect of 
University life, partly because 1 lielievc it to be an as])eet wliich in Indian 
nniversities is often subordinated to less essential considerations and partly 
because t.liis of all the Vice-Chancellor’s objectives is at once the most ’mportaiit 
and may be the most difficult to achieve. 
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Even the rather aoademic. isBiie which I have been disciiBsing may, as I 
have hinted, involve some ex])enditnrG of money. 'J'hc other pioi'osals of the 
Vice-Chancellor will require considerable finnrn ial sni)i>ort if effect is to be 

^iven to them. You have heard and the Pro-(dian(‘ellor will tell you more 

about the extent to which the (Jovernment of India are i>rei)ared to finance 
the development ])ro;i:ramme. I do not think that in the present cliflicult 

(Micumstanccs their response can be regarded as illiberal and I think we owe 

it not only to the Vice-Chancellor’s peisuasive eloquence but also to the active 
and unfailing!; support of our I’ro-Chancellor than Covernment’s reaction has 

been as favouralile as it has been. 

Hut the eijiht laklis which Government have promised towuuds the ca])ital 
expenditure involved will not cover the amount urgently required if the colleges 
are to be assisted to move to the Ilniveisity site and the University Inuself is 
to be ])rovided with buildings and grounds wairthy of tlie role for which she 

has now^ been cast. Moreover 1 do not think it is desiiable that a university, 
if it is to maintain its academic freedom, should be entirely dcpeinlent for its 
maintenance on Government funds. 

At the present moment the resources of the University are negligible 
and some of the colleges are in an eipially ]>recarious financial i>osition. 

If the Vice-Chancellor’s vision of a great national university is to be 
translated into reality, the grant from the Government of India must be 

largely sn])])lemcn ted by private munilicence. T also cannot believe that the 

rare of luoiis b(‘ncfaclois is extinct in India : in fact I know it is not. ^J'here 

may not lie men here able to call U])on the resources of a Hockelcllcr or a 
Nullield luit there are rich men in India who love their country and helieve 

in sound learning. If the Univeisily of Delhi is to achie\e in tact that ]ilace 

which those of us who lu^licve in her destiny intend that she shall, I can conceive 
no w'orthier object for ])ul)lic, or private generosity. Uome peoj'le may be willing 
and able to pive sums large enough to found one of the chaiis or erect, one 
of the buildings, the need for whicli the Vice-Chaiuaillor has so convincingly 
exi'laiiH'd. liy so doing they will deserve well of ]toslciity a: d establish for 
thf'mselves an abiding nicinoiial. Hut there will lie tilhcis iin Jdc to atVord so 
much or uncertain as to the way in wdiicli their helj) can b' ! be gnen. I 
commend to them almost the most im]H)rlant need of all and thai is the creation 
of an endowment fund by small or large donations which will ultimately I o'c the 
Uni\’ersity liom the always ])iecarious and sometimes humiliating (h'pi'ndcnce on 
private or ’|mbli(' subvention. Unlike so many of the issues about which this 
haiassed gimeiation is calhd upon to decide, there are so far as I can discover 
behind this vision of an all-India Univeisily in the (’apilal eity m'itlu'r 
leligioiiB nor political implicat.ions, neither ]>aiochial nor impeiialislic. designs. 
Its sole aim is the smvice of All-Tndia and through India of that, international 
society upon the creation ol which it is hei'oming daily nioio evident that the 
]»i esei vat ion of onr liumanilies must depi'iid ; its fuiesl eontiiimtion towaids the 
aidiievenumt ol this aim will lu* a steady oii1i)nt of graduates ‘‘enllanied with the 
study e)f learning and the adniuation oi xirtuc ; stiired nj) with high heipes of 
living to be biave men and worthy patriots, dear to God and famous to 
all ages”. 

Sir Jagdlsh Prasad’s Address 

Tlio following is iho Address by ibo bon’blo Kiuiirar Sir JiiijiUsh 
Vrasdd^ K C.S.I., C.J.E., o.H.lh, hlendier of 1 lis Exetedhumy tbo Viceroy’s 
J'lxim.utiVO Ceuiucil and ib-o-Cliaiicedlor of tbe^ Delhi University :— 

Mr. Vice-Uhanccllor V Mcmliors of the Univeisity, Ladies ik Gentlemen— 

1 should first like to thank Mr. kmujonl lor his illuminating Convocation 
addix'ss. Mr, Hargemt brings a fresh minel (o the consideration of the luohlems of 
Indian education. 1 have no doubt that his close a('(piaintance with the system of 
edueation in England will bo of the giealest value to us in India. I should also 
like to extend a respectful and cordial w'cleome to your (iistinguishcd Viec- 
Cluuiecllor, jsir Maurice Gwyer. lie is not only an emiiK'iit jurist and B<-holar, 
hut he has eaplured the hearts of Imlians by Ins fiiendliuess and geniiiue interest 
in things Indian, lie has, in wliat is now a famous memorandum, set forth in 
eloquent and convincing language the ideals and needs of the Delhi University. He 
has combated wdlh much force a prevalent heresy that University edueation need 
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not l)c the vilel conv^ern of a modern Stale. lie has pointed oat how preatly this 
T'iiiveisity has been handicapped in the past l>y the lack of fnndH. llis ]>o\verfnl 
advocacy lias had an innnediate resj'Onse fioin the (u)vermnent of India, who have 
decided to make a non-ro<niiTin;; ^rantof Rs. S lakhs sprmid over a ])eri()d of b 
yeais, the nnixiinuin in anv one financial year heini; hmiled to Rs. 'J lakhs. Of the 
tobd sum. about a halt will be used to assist eolleces to move to the University 
site, llu' intention bein;:: that all the ei)lle;;es, except the Indraprasll a Girls’ Ooll(‘;;c, 
shall ultimately move to the IJniversily site. 'The Government of India p,rants for 
this ]>iirpose arc conditional on the eonej,es themselves raisin|y a substantial iiart 
of the total sum rripured. 'The Government of India have also derided to double 
the reeuMOi^’ j.'rant to the Univeisity in the course of the next four yu'ars. d'he 
main h’ataiH's of the Viee-(jliancellor’s scheme are the deveh^l>ment in the ca]»ital 
of a University with special characteristics of its own, the csta!>lishmcnt of a num¬ 
ber of professoiial Glairs and readersliips, the provision of scholarships and other 
iacibiies foi' j'ost-cfaduato study and researcli, the transf(u- of the constituent 
colleges to tlu' University area, the lixinc of a pmiod of thiei' }carsas tlu' lencth 
of the ordinal} deco'c couise, a review of the relations behveen the Ihiiveisity and 
the (•()llcp;(’s and ol the principles in accordance with which maintenance prants 
are made to the colleges, some changes in the University library and increased 
pro'isidu of Science l;d>oratories and otlmr Imildincs made necessary by the sncpost- 
ed de\cIoi>ments, and tJie establishment of a Faculty of Meilicine. d'lie Govermnent 
of India have accepU:d the Yice-U-hancelloi’s scheme in priiiciph', Ihoinih the extent 
to which it can he cairieil out ninsl depend on the provision ot tlie necessary funds. 

I wish yon had been more fornmate in your 1’ro-GhanceIlt)r, I am quitting 
rny academic ollice with a certain feelinc of disapiMiinlment at the little done and 
Urn much to do. Ihil, I have the } 2 ;reat satisfa<'tion of knowinp; that the interests 
of the University will now be in the keepini; of competent hands. My successor 
ill office is liimself a distiiimiishod graduate of the Universities of Allahaliad and 
Oxford, coinph'tcly familiar with educational problems and keenly alive to the needs 
of the Delhi Uniiersity. 

There is always a touch of sadness in doin^ aiiythinc' for the last time. This 
is the last oc'casion on which I shall have the honour of addressiu;^ the students 
of the Delhi Univi rsity as'their ITo-Ohaiieellor. 1 hoi)C they will bear with me 
for a few moments before I lake leave of tliein. 

^lilvents of tremendous Kie,nifi<ainee are shaking- iho w’orld. For years to come 
the destinies of nations will he completely altered, and so will the life and thou^^ht 
of the ape. Rut one lesson already stands out clear from the armed eon diet that 
prij)s Furopc. ft is that a hipli levid of intellecliial capacity and marked emineiu'e 
in s nuice ami mechanical invenlion are no p,iiarantee apainst the perpetration of 
revolt 1 lip iiorrors, are no barrier 1u the cruel perseeution of larpc masses of innocent 
mc], ju.d women and to the destriietiou of human liberty. 'I'lie retined barbarism 
ol some of lhe j)eo))les who pride themselves on their sipicriority of race and eiilturo 
Rivuns LO be inlinitely more depradinp than the sudden on thrust of fuuaticisni of the 
u:,tuto;ed harbarian. There lias been a formidable increase in the })ower and efli- 
meney of the instruments whereby it is possible for the rulers of men not only to 
destroy the body of a people but to distort their soul. And it is a sad reflection 
that many of you may po out of this university with a hiphly cultivated intellect 
and a distinpuished aeadeinic record, and yet, if you have not been careful \oa 
may have surrended what in the ultimate analysis is more iireeious—the eajiaeity 
to distiiipmsh between ripht and wronp, between truth and falsehood. 4'hc strupple 
between what may serve your own interest or that of your class or proui) as 
opposed to the common weal will ever be before you. In tlie measure tliat ini'iver- 
Bity education heljis you to follow the path of upiipht conduct, in spite of all 
inducements to the eontiary, in s|.itc of every temptation that you may have so to 
reason youiself down as to make your Relfish aims appear in the attractive parb of 
unselfish endeavour, in that measure will you have been worthy of the ])reeei)ts of 
your luofessms ami the teachinps of your hooks. The debasement of tho 

educated is of more serious import than the aberrations of the ipnorant 
iour intliicnee for pood or ill extends far beyond your numbers. In this iiciiod 
ot tramsition ami rapid ehanpe in this country it is the youiip men who seem to 
set the jiaee of political objectives, because it is on your enthusiasm and your sriirit 
of adventure that politital orpanisations base their strenpth, and they cannot afford 
to lead where you are not proqiared to follow. You have, thereiore, immense-res- 
ponsibilities lu this country. Whether India can reach her poal without conflict or 
nou will largely depend on the extent to which you young men can be wise beyond 
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your years or ai least can have BunTicient wisdom and rcstniint to allow older men 
the liberty to diller from yi'u. I wish with all my heart that your patriotic ideals 
may be realised witlioiit civil commotion and siitferinp;. There is in all conscience 
enoiip!,h of turmoil in the world at the moment. 'Hie spirit of violence is abroad. 
Tlie atmosphere of war is never favourable to the growth of humane sentiments, 
rather it tends to breed passion and hatred, d'hat at tliis moment iiolitical storms 
should be ^atlierinj; on the Indian lioiizon is a dislressinp:; speidacle. T liave not 
yet lost all ho])e tlnit the thickeniiif? cdouds may yet melt away and iKilitical 
calm be restored by mutual discussion and com]iromise. The youth of this country 
can ])lay a notable ])art in creatinp; a favourable atmos))here by keeping- their emo¬ 
tions and impulses under disciplined control. liCt there be no heedless rushing 
into political battle. It may be raaciiincent, but its only outcome may be c'leat 
and fruitless sull’crine;, the cmbitlerment of feelin;;' and the widening of the ttidf 
between ])COi>le8 whose common aim should be to draw nearer to each other. And 
pray, remember that tliere are not ivantimt; some who wouhl ]U’efer that there 
should i)e a clash, who woidd be kecjdy disappointed if the ])resent deadlock were 
to be resolved, because tliey have other ends to serve. 1 earnestly hope that you for 
your ])art will take heed and will do nothin^ to advance their nefarious doBip,us. 
Spare no eH'ort to j^reserve that greatest but most elusive of j;iftB, the unity of 
India, by kc^epiny under close rc.straint the daik forces of racial, relicious and 
])oliti(‘al bicotry and by pivinc* free jd.iy to the {generous si)irit of tolcram^c, of fair 
dealiuij; and sympathetic underhtandinp. 

And now it oidy remains lor me to bid yon a rcj^TCtful faiewell. May you, 
through life’s perilous journey, ever retain some of tlie buoyancy and gaiety of youih. 
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